
chapter two

HESIOD

. The tradition

The various accounts about Hesiod provide the following summary of his
life. Hesiod of Ascra was the son of a Cymean man called Dios, who had
been forced to leave his home town either as a result of poverty, or because
he had killed a man. Hesiod’s family was of an important origin, and
their genealogies include Poseidon and Apollo, Atlas, Calliope, a Cymean
oikistes Chariphemus, and poets-musicians Orpheus, Linus, Melanopus
and Homer. Hesiod was initiated into poetry by the Heliconian Muses.
He composed the Works and Days as an admonition and guide to a
righteous life for his brother Perses with whom he had a quarrel over their
father’s inheritance. Tradition says that Homer and Hesiod were cousins
and opponents at a song contest which Hesiod won. He was awarded
a tripod which he dedicated in gratitude to the Muses of Helicon. He
is reported to have taken part in other song contests as well, such as
the contest in hymns for Apollo in Delos. In Delphi Hesiod received
an oracle predicting his death in the grove of Nemean Zeus. Avoiding
therefore Nemea in the Peloponnese, to which he supposed the oracle
to refer, he went to Oenoe in West Locris which, unknown to him, was
also sacred to Nemean Zeus. Soon afterwards the poet, suspected by his
hosts of having seduced their sister, was murdered and his body was
cast into the sea. When it was brought back to the shore by dolphins,
the murderers were punished and Hesiod was buried in the grove of
the temple of Zeus. After many years had passed when plague broke out
in Orchomenus, the Orchomenians, following the advice of the Pythia,
brought his remains to their city as a remedy to overcome the disease.
According to tradition, Hesiod and the seduced girl had a son, the poet
Stesichorus.
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 chapter two

. Origin and family of Hesiod

Hesiod says in the Works and Days that his father had moved to Ascra
from Cyme (lines –). He also says that he himself had never sailed
the sea before he went to take part in a song contest at Chalcis on Euboea
(–). On the basis of these lines, some authors drew a conclusion
that Hesiod was born after his parents had settled in Ascra.1 Others
believed that he was born in Cyme, and his parents took him to Ascra
when he was still a small child.2 However, the birthplace of Hesiod seems
not to have been an object of discussion of any considerable importance
for ancient authors.

The belief that Hesiod’s father’s name was Dios is probably based on
the Works, in which the poet refers to his brother as “Π�ρση, δ��ν γ�ν�ς
. . . ” (line ). Although this is not a grammatically correct patronymic,
Hellanicus, Damastes, Pherecydes, Ephorus, the compiler of the Certa-
men and the Suda did not hesitate to include Dios in their genealogies
of the poet.3 Other sources which mention Dios as Hesiod’s father are an
inscription found on a stele at the site of the temple of the Muses in Thes-
piae, a papyrus from the third or fourth century, and the Vita Hesiodi.4
Since there is no other name for Hesiod’s father known in the tradition,
it seems that Dios was generally accepted in antiquity. Ephorus claimed,
as mentioned already above, that Hesiod’s father did not leave his home
town Cyme because of poverty as it stands in Op. –, but because

1 Eph.  F , , see also Hermesianax . Powell, and Vita Hesiodi .
Vita Hesiodi is a treatise in two extant versions. The shorter version is ascribed to Pro-

clus who, relying heavily on earlier scholarship, compiled the scholia on Hesiod’s Opera.
The other, longer but in its contents very similar to Proclus’ treatise, is by Tzetzes. See
Gaisford :–, Westermann 2:viii, Allen :, Rzach in RE s.v. Hesiodos,
Wilamowitz :. Both versions are published by Thomas Gaisford in his edition of
Hesiod (:–). In this work I have followed, if not stated otherwise, the numera-
tion of Westermann’s edition of the Vita Hesiodi (2) as probably the most accessible
unabridged text.

2 Suda s.v. �Ησ��δ�ς. There are names such as Chariphemus and Melanopus in
different genealogies of Hesiod which are connected with Cyme,—see below, p. .

3 Hell.  F b, Dam.  F , Pherec.  F  (ap. Procl. Chrest. p.  f. Allen); Eph. 
F , Cert. , Suda s.v. �Ησ��δ�ς. West believes that δ��ν γ�ν�ς is a formulaic expression,
and, not being a grammatically correct form, it could not have denoted the name of the
father (:.) It seems, however, that the Greeks (Hellanicus and others) were not
too concerned about this lapse of grammar.

4 IG .c: �Ησ��δ�ς Δ��υ Μ��σας �Ελικ�ν τε !ε��ν /καλ(λ)�στ�ις "μν�ις . . . ;
POxy  recto , Vita Hesiodi .
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he had killed a kinsman.5 Ephorus may have gained this piece of infor-
mation from a local Cymean history, or perhaps derived it from Op. ,
where Hesiod uses the word #ε�γων ( . . . κακ%ν πεν�ην) in the descrip-
tion of his father’s decision to move from Cyme to Ascra.6 The detail of
blood-guilt is a frequent motif in biographical traditions as we shall see
later.

The poet says nothing about his mother. Afterwards it was exclusively
thought that her name was Pycimede, and in one source she is the daugh-
ter of Apollo.7 According to Ephorus who is the first known author to
mention her, Hesiod’s father married Pycimede only after he had moved
to Ascra, and therefore she must have been an Ascraean; in the Vita He-
siodi she is a Cymean. This is all we know about Hesiod’s mother. We do
not know from where the ancient commentators drew the information
about her. However, Pycimede (“cautious-minded,” “shrewd,” “wise”) is
certainly an appropriate name for the mother of a famous didactic poet.

The extant ancient explanations of Hesiod’s own name are scarce and
late. Proclus claims “Hesiod” to be derived from 'σις (= ( ε)#ρ�σ�νη)
and ε*δω (< λ�γω), obtaining therefore something like “He who speaks
delightful things” or “He who speaks delightfully” as the meaning of
the name.8 The Etymologicum Magnum provides a derivation from 'σω
(< +ημι) and ,δ�ς which suggests a meaning “I will set a road/way”
implying perhaps Hesiod’s important position as a poet and teacher; or
“I will set to a road” or simply “The one who travels.”9 Another entry
in the Etymologicum Magnum, shared by the Etymologicum Gudianum,
explains “Hesiod” as an Aeolic name with a meaning “He who walks on
an auspicious road” (, τ%ν α-σ�αν ,δ�ν π�ρευ�μεν�ς), or “He who walks

5 Eph.  F , see also  F . West proposes that the tradition that Hesiod’s father
was a Cymean and had to leave his home town may be linked to another tradition,
according to which Homer laid a curse on the Cymeans that no poet of importance should
be born in the city. See [Hdt.] Vita Hom. , West a: n. .

With the exeption of theCertamen, the biographies of Homer, edited by West (a),
Allen (), Wilamowitz () and Westermann (), are referred to according to
Allen’s edition in this work. In the case of the Certamen, West’s enumeration by chapters
is used (if not stated otherwise). About the editions of the Certamen, see p.  n. .

6 If Ephorus’ statement has any true historical background, it would explain why
Hesiod’s father left the comparatively rich coast of Asia Minor and came to “miserable
Ascra” as poet describes it. Ascra, by the way, may not have been such a miserable place
at all—see Snodgrass :.

7 Eph.  F , Cert. , POxy  recto , Vita Hesiodi , Suda s.v. �Ησ��δ�ς.
8 Procl. schol. Hes. Op. . The name is spelt also as aeolic Α-σ��δ�ς (Herodian.

ii... (.) Lentz) and Ε/σ��δ�ς (IG .).
9 Etym. Magnum p. .. See also Göttling :xxii–xxiii, Evelyn-White :xiv.
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 chapter two

auspiciously” (0τι α-σ�ως 1� δισε).10 However, the discussion about the
etymology of Hesiod’s name seems to have started late. In the archaic
and classical periods the name “Hesiod” seems to have been treated as
a proper name with no particularly significant meaning. This view is
shared also by most modern commentators.11

In the Works and Days the poet describes his brother Perses as an idle
man and a spendthrift. He is reported to have swindled Hesiod out of the
larger share of their father’s inheritance by bribing the corrupt lords of
Thespiae, but after a while he had wasted his patrimony and ultimately
came to want. When he came to his brother for help, Hesiod, instead
of giving him money, tried to teach him how to live righteously and
diligently instead of intriguing against other people, and composed the
Works which contains his teachings and is dedicated to Perses.12 Most
ancient sources regard Perses as a real person, a historical Listener to
the admonitions of Hesiod.13 Modern commentators point out that the
character and behaviour of Perses vary according to the rhetorical point
Hesiod is making and, whether Perses ever existed or not, in the Works
he functions as a conventional device used by the poet to strengthen his
arguments.14 In any case, the veracity of the tradition about the existence
and the nature of Perses was not an issue of debate in ancient times, at
least not on a large scale.

In Op.  Hesiod mentions a son but it is ambiguous whether he is
simply uttering a rhetorical wish or is really speaking of his own son.15

However, the existence of this reference may well be the basis of, or at
least a significant support for the development of the tradition about Hes-

10 Etym. Magnum p. . = Etym. Gud. p. . Sturz.
11 For example West : and , Evelyn-White :xiv. Modern attempts to

explain the name have led to the forms “He who takes pleasure in the journey” (hēsi- <
hēdomai + hodos) and “He who sends forth song” (hēsi- < hiēmi + odos), see Hoffmann
:–, Solmsen :, Schulze : n. , , Frisk s.v. Hesiodos, Most
:xiv–xv.

12 Perses is mentioned in Op. , , , , , , , , and . The story
of the quarrel is in Op. –.

13 There are two exceptions in antiquity: Proleg. in Op. B –, p.  Pertusi: πρ�σω-
π�ν 3ναπλ σας κα4 παραλα�5ν 〈τ�〉 τ�6 3δελ#�6 Π�ρσ�υ, ε*τε κατ’ 3λ7!ειαν, ε*τε
κατ8 τ� ε)πρ�σωπ�ν κα4 9ρμ�:�ν τ;� <π�!�σει, =ς >ν μ% δυσπρ�σωπ�ν ε*η κα4 +να
δ�?;η 1? @ριδ�ς τ�ς κατ8 τ�ν 3δελ#�ν 1π4 τ�6τ� 1ληλυ!�ναιA, and schol. Hes. Op. a
Pertusi: τ8 κατ8 τ�ν Π�ρσην Bτ�ι /στ�ρικ�ς 1κληπτ��ν C πλασματικ�ς κα4 <π�!ετι-
κ�ς δι8 τ� ε)πρ�σωπ�ν τ�6 λ�γ�υ.

14 Griffith : f., West :–, see also Lefkowitz :.
15 Op. –: ν6ν δ% 1γ5 μ7τ’ α)τ�ς 1ν 3ν!ρDπ�ισι δ�και�ς /ε*ην μ7τ’ 1μ�ς υ/�ςA

1πε4 κακ�ν Eνδρα δ�και�ν /@μμεναι, ε- με�:ω γε δ�κην 3δικDτερ�ς F?ει.
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iod’s son. His name was thought to have been either Mnaseas, Archiepes,
Stesichorus, or Terpander.16 The latter two names have probably entered
Hesiod’s tradition out of a simple wish to link the great poets together.
The account of Stesichorus’ origin is closely connected with the story
of Hesiod’s death.17 Both poets are also connected with Locris: Hes-
iod was said to have died in Ozolean Locris, Stesichorus was linked to
the Epizephyrean Locrians. It is very likely that the Locrians helped to
develop and transmit the legend of Steschorus being the son of Hesiod.18

The name of the woman by whom Stesichorus was born to Hesiod was,
according to different versions of tradition either Clymene, Ctemene or
Ctimene, or Archiepe.19

Although Hesiod gives advice about what kind of woman is the best
to marry, he does not give any hint about his own wife.20 Nor was there
any established tradition in antiquity about her. The only source about
her is an elegy by Hermesianax, in which is said that the poet moved
to Ascra and wooed a girl called Ehoie for his bride,—a name which is
obviously derived from the parallel title of the Catalogue of Women, a
poem ascribed to Hesiod by many ancient authors.

The Suda is the only source to provide us with information about
Hesiod’s male lover (, 1ρDμεν�ς): he was supposedly called Batrachus
(“Frog”). Batrachus must have been believed to have died young since
Hesiod was said to have composed a dirge for him.21

16 Terpander: Suda s.v. Τ�ρπανδρ�ς, for more see p. . Mnaseas and Stesichorus:
Procl. on Hes.Op. a Pertusi (= Philoch.  F  Jacoby): /στ��ν δH 0τι υ/�ς �Ησι�δ�υ
Μνασ�ας 1στ�A Φιλ�J�ρ�ς δH Στησ�J�ρ�ν #ησι τ�ν 3π� Κλυμ�νηςA Eλλ�ι δH MΑρJι�πην
(MΑρJι�πης—Jac.); schol. on Hes. Op. b Pertusi: υ/�ς δH α)τ�6Μνασ�ας C MΑρJι�πηςA
Φιλ�J�ρ�ς δH Στησ�J�ρ�ν; schol. Tz. ad loc.: τ�ς πα�ς �Ησι�δ�υA πα�δα �/ μHνΜνασ�α, �/
δH MΑρJι�πην, Fτερ�ι δH Στησ�J�ρ�ν τ�ν μελNωδ�ν 1?εδ�?αντ�, see also Arist.  R.,Vita
Hesiodi , Suda s.v. Στησ�J�ρ�ς. There was also a tradition that Stesichorus was the son of
Hesiod’s daughter, see Cicero who does not agree with this opinion on chronographical
grounds (De rep. .).

17 Pindar in Vita Hesiodi  and the Suda s.v. τ� �Ησι�δει�ν γ�ρας, Thuc. .., also
Arist. fr.  R.

18 About the story of Hesiod’s death, see p. ; about Stesichorus’ connections with the
Locrians, p. .

19 Clymene: Philoch.  F , ap. schol. Hes. Op. a Pertusi. Ctimene/Ctemene:
Arist. fr.  R. ap. Vita Hesiodi , . The MS readings are κτιμ�νη, κτημ�νη and
κεκτημ�νης, see Allen :. Archiepe: schol. Procl. Hes. Op. a (cit. opp. in n.
), if Eλλ�ι δH MΑρJι�πην (or MΑρJι�πης) is understood as a reference to a woman’s name
(as, for example, in Most :–). For more about the girl and the circumstances
of her affair with Hesiod, see p. f.

20 Op. –, see also –.
21 Suda s.v. �Ησ��δ�ς.
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 chapter two

. Genealogies of Hesiod

The first extant genealogy of Hesiod is from the beginning of the Clas-
sical period, and reflects the opinions of the chronographers Hellanicus,
Damastes and Pherecydes.22 The genealogy is the following:

Orpheus

Dorion

Eucles

Idmonides

Philoterpes

Chariphemus

Epiphrades

Melanopus

Apellis

Dios Maion

HomerHesiod

This genealogy has a strong Cymean flavour. Melanopus was a Cymean
poet whom Pausanias placed between a mythical poet Olen of Lycia
and the magician Aristeas of Proconnesus.23 According to [Herodotus]
Melanopus was a Magnesian man, son of Ithagenes the son of Crethon,
who came to Cyme when the town was being founded. He then married
the daughter of Omyres and had a daughter Cretheis, the future mother
of Homer.24 Apellis/Apelles, Maion and Dios were, according to tradition
the brothers of Cymean origin, and Chariphemus was believed to have

22 Hell.  F b, Dam.  F , Pherec.  F , in Procl. Chrest. p.  f. Allen. Hellanicus
is reported to have repeated the information that Hesiod was a descendant of Orpheus
also in his Phoronis ( F a, ap. Procl. schol. Hes. Op. , p.  Gaisf.).

23 Paus. .., see also Suda s.vv. MΑριστ�ας and MΩλ7ν., and DGRBM s.v. Melanopus.
24 [Hdt.] Vita Hom.  (see p.  n. ).
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been the founder of the city.25 Hesiod’s Cymean origin is supported by
Ephorus who himself was a Cymean: from his works we have the follow-
ing short genealogy in which Hesiod’s parents are Dios and Pycimede,
and Homer, the illegitimate son of Maion, is his cousin:26

X

Maion Dios = PycimedeApelles

HesiodPhemius = Critheis

Homer

It has been argued that the link Hesiod—Homer—Cyme was actually
created by Ephorus in his desire to promote his home town27 but as we
have seen, this connection, based on Hesiod’s own poetry, was firmly
established already in the works of early fifth century chronographers
such as Hellanicus. The obvious Cymean background of the genealogy
suits equally both Homer and Hesiod. It may refer to the possibility that
the family tree was originally compiled for Homer, whose biographical
tradition is centred in Asia Minor and strongly connected to Cyme.28

The link between Hesiod’s genealogy and Cyme is probably derived
through the reference to the Cymean origin of the poet’s father in the
Works.

According to Gellius, Ephorus said that Homer was younger than
Hesiod.29 On the other hand, Syncellus maintained that Ephorus believed
the poets to be cousins and contemporaries.30 It is probable that both
authors received their information from the genealogy above, in which
Homer is actually Hesiod’s younger contemporary.

Certamen (ch. ) provides us with the following lineage:

25 Eph.  F , , Vita Romana .
26 Eph.  F , a.
27 Göttling :xii.
28 In addition to Eph.  F  also [Hdt.]VitaHom. –, Suda s.v. PQμηρ�ς , Hippias (

F ) in Vita Romana , “the historians” in Vita Hom. .. The longest account of Homer
and Cyme (in [Hdt.]VitaHomeri –) however follows a different tradition which does
not know that Homer was a descendant of the Cymeans.

29 Eph.  F a ap. Gell. NA ...
30 Eph.  F b ap. Sync. p.  Bonn.
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 chapter two

Poseidon

Apollo = Thoosa

Linus

Pierus Methone

Oeagrus = Calliope

Orpheus

Ortes

Harmonides

Euphemus

Epiphrades

Pycimede = Dios Apellaius31

Hesiod Perses Maion

Philoterpes

Melanopus

X (daughter) = river Meles

Homer

31 π�ρσ�υ cod. (as in Westermann and Allen); MΑππελλα��υ Sittl., followed by Evelyn-
White and West, MΑπελλ�6 Nietzsche, followed by Wilamowitz.
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According to the Suda, both Homer and Hesiod were remote descen-
dants of Atlas, and great-grandsons of Melanopus:32

Atlas

Melanopus

Apellis X

XPycimede = Dios

Hesiod Homer   

Vita Hesiodi gives the parents of Hesiod, his son, and the family of his
son’s mother:33

Pycimede = Dios

Ctemene = Hesiod

Phegeus

Perses

Stesichorus

Ganyctor Amphiphanus

Finally, Charax provides a genealogy of Homer which has been obviously
drawn from the same source as Hesiod’s genealogies:34

32 Suda s.v. �Ησ��δ�ς.
33 Vita Hesiodi , .
34 Charax in the Suda s.v. PQμηρ�ς. There is another genealogy of Homer in [Hdt.]

Vita Hom. :

Crethon

Ithagenes Omyres

Phemius = Cretheis a Cymean man

Melesigenes/Homer

Melanopus = (a daughter)
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 chapter two

X = Aithousa

Linus

Euepos

Pierus

Oeagrus

Orpheus

Dres

Eucles

Idmonides

Philoterpes

Euphemus

Epiphrades

Apelles

MnesigenesMelanopus

Metius/Maion = Eumetis

Homer

As is seen, Hesiod’s genealogies contain deities such as Olympic gods
Poseidon and Apollo, a Titan Atlas, and the nymphs Calliope and Me-
thione. He is also linked with musicians and poets such as Orpheus,
Linus, Melanopus and, of course, with Homer.35 The derivation of Hes-
iod’s origin from deities and famous poets probably comes from the wish
to give him an authoritive origin, and also from the quite common for-
mulaic attempt to link important poets to each other by genealogies and
chronology in tradition.36 On the other hand, Orpheus at the head of

35 Cf. the traditon that Hesiod was the father of Terpander (p. ).
36 For example, Homer was also said to be the offspring of Musaeus in the th
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the lineage points to the possibility that the tradition of Hesiod may
have been formed and/or transmitted by people who were interested
in legends about Orpheus, i.e. by the Orphic poets and the Pythagore-
ans.37

The lineage of Hesiod (and Homer) was clearly well established by the
first part of the fifth century, when Hellanicus gave a detailed overview
of the origin of both poets. Hellanicus must have used Cymean local
history while compiling the genealogy. In addition he might have used
some work(s) of the sixth century Orphic poet(s) as a source. All the
later genealogies have relied on the one by Hellanicus or his source.

. Hesiod’s life

The picture of Hesiod’s life-style which emerges from tradition, is firmly
based on his own poetry. In the Works and Days and Theogony he
describes himself as a righteous and industrious man of humble ori-
gin, who does not approve the unjust ways of princes. He is a hard-
working man, a shepherd and perhaps a farmer who despite his tem-
porary poverty, caused by the unhappy quarrel with his brother, became
well-off thanks to his diligence, so that he could give valuable advice to
people in matters of how to become rich and lead a happy life.38 Hesiod
also informs us that he did not like to travel by ship, and that he took part
in song contests.39

This image of Hesiod was never questioned by ancient authors. He was
regarded as an excellent poet interested in the life of simple people, and
a wise man who, however, had failed to win the favour of kings because
of his boorishness and reluctance to travel.40

generation (cf. Damastes in Vita Hom. vi), both Homer and Hesiod were linked to
Sappho, Alcaeus and Stesichorus by chronology (Suda s.v. Σαπ#D), Homer and Hesiod
were connected not only genealogically and chronologically (cf. for example, Hdt. .
and Plut. Mor. f–a), but also by a story (they competed at a song-contest, cf. Plut.
Mor. f–a, f–a, Cert. –, [Hes.] fr.  MW).

37 About the links between Hesiod’s tradition and the Orphic poets, see below, p. .
38 Op. – and – (righteousness); –, – (does not get well along

with princes); – (praise of work); –, – (poverty); –, –
(advice to farmers); Th. – (a shepherd).

39 Op.  ff.
40 Dio Chrys. Or. .–, Paus. ... About Hesiod’s wisdom see also Pi. ap. Suda s.v. τ�

�Ησι�δει�ν γ�ρας, Hdt. ., Isocr. Contra Nicocl. ; Pl. Protag. d, Symp. d, etc;
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In the Theogony Hesiod relates how he encountered the Muses while
tending his sheep on Helicon and how they initiated him into poetry by
giving him a staff of laurel and breathing a divine voice into him.41

Some new details were introduced in the story in later tradition.
Licinius Archias the poet of the first century bc, whilst agreeing with
Hesiod’s own account that he was provided with a branch of holy laurel,
adds that the Muses gave Hesiod also a drink of soul-inspiring water of
the fountain Hippocrene in order to teach him poetry.42 Virgil claims that
the Muses gave Hesiod a reed-pipe, an event which Virgil’s commentator
Servius linked directly with Hesiod’s initiation in poetry.43 According
to the Vita Hesiodi, a tradition existed that while Hesiod was herding
sheep on Helicon, some women (the Muses) came and fed him with
twigs of laurel and in this way gave him wisdom and the art of poetry.44

It is interesting to note, however, that while in the case of several other
poets and seers the skill is often gained as a compensation for the loss of
something (Homer and Teiresias lost their sight, Archilochus lost a cow),
Hesiod seems to have received the gift of song simply because the Muses
chose to give it to him.45 Perhaps the difference is caused by the fact that
in the case of Hesiod the poet gave his own authoritative report of his
initiation on which the subsequent versions were based.

Mnasalcas in Anth. Pal. .; Eratosth. ap. Str. .. () (but cf. Apollod.  F );
Plut. Mor. e; Iambl. VP .

41 Th. –, cf. also Op.  f. where the Muses who had set him in “the way of clear
song” are mentioned.

42 Archias inAnth. Pal. .. Hippocrene, “Horse Fountain,” was believed to have been
made when Bellerophon’s Pegasus struck the ground with his hoof (Paus. .., cf. ..
about the spring of Hippocrene in Troizen). According to POxy  recto –, Hesiod
drank from the spring Aganippe for inspiration.

43 Verg. Eclog. . f., Serv. ad loc.
44 Vita Hesiodi . The compiler of the treatise tries to rationalize the story and explains

that the would-be poet only dozed off and dreamt about the women and the laurel-twigs.
When he woke up he realized that his true vocation was to become a poet, and so he left
the sheep and began to compose epics, see Vita Hesiodi . Cf. also Flaminius Vacca (th
century ad): eventus . . . qui in Hesiodo refertur . . . cunas infantis, quibus ferebatur, apes
circumvolarunt osque insedere complures, aut dulcem iam tum spiritum eius haurientes aut
facundum et qualem nunc existimamus, futurum significantes (Vita Lucani, p. .–
Badalì).

45 Homer: [Hdt.] Vita Hom. –; Teiresias: Pherec. ap. Apollod. Bibl. .., Callim.
Lav. Pall. –, [Hes.] fr.  MW, Archilochus: Mnesiepes’ Inscription (SEG .)
A col.ii. Demodocus too lost his sight in exchange for the gift of poetry (Od. . f.), and
there is also a contrary story of Thamyris who lost his ability to sing as a punishment
(Il. .–, schol. ad Hom. Il. ad loc., Apollod. Bibl. ..). See also Stesichorus’ and
Hipponax’ initiation stories in pp.  and .
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Hesiod mentions that he took part in the song contest at the funeral
games of the Chalcidean warrior Amphidamas in Euboea. He won the
contest and was awarded a tripod which he dedicated to the Muses of
Helicon.46 In the canonical text of the Works Hesiod does not say with
whom he had competed in Chalcis. Proclus, however, reports a different
reading of Op. , in which the opponent is Homer, just as it is always
stated in tradition.47

The story of the contest in its full version is known from the Certa-
men, a treatise from the end of the first or the beginning of the second
century ad.48 There are, however, several other references to the story in
other sources, which differ in details from the Certamen. For example,
contrary to the Certamen, in the version reported by Plutarch, the poet
who proposes the questions is Homer and the one who replies is Hes-
iod.49 Secondly, besides Chalcis, the contest has been located in Aulis and
in Delos by different sources. The account of Aulis, mentioned in Cert. 
may well be an expansion upon the Chalcis-version in which Chalcis, the
traditional place of the Euboean king’s funeral games, has (accidentally)
been replaced by the name of the neighbouring town across the strait. Or
perhaps it was originally meant that the poets met in Aulis by chance and
went together over to Chalcis.50 Delos, the third location for the contest
is, as is argued below, unlikely to be the result of a casual mistake and is
rather a variation from the dominant story.51

46 Op. –.
47 Procl. schol. Hes. Op. , p.  Gaisf.: Eλλ�ι γρ #�υσινA "μνNω νικ7σαντ’ 1ν

Rαλκ�δι !ε��ν PQμηρ�ν, cf. the OCT Hesiod’s edition (line ): "μνNω νικ7σαντα #�ρειν
τρ�π�δ’ SτDεντα. West (:) regards the scholium-reading as “foolishly” derived
from the last line of the epigram on the tripod (cit. on p.  n.  below) which Hesiod
had dedicated to the Muses after his victory. We cannot know, however, whether this
highly formulaic reading in Proclus’ scholium was derived from the epigram or from the
tradition of the contest between the two poets in general.

48 Certamen Homeri et Hesiodi, published by Westermann  (2), Rzach ,
Wilamowitz , Allen , Evelyn-White  (1), West a. Cert. ch.  refers
to Hadrian, by which the terminus post quem of the treatise is determined. In this work,
if not stated differently, the passages of the Certamen are referred to according to the
enumeration in West a.

49 Plut. Mor. f–a. According to West, Plutarch, taking his own objective into
consideration, might have changed the parts of the contestants (:), but cf. Momi-
gliano : f. See also O’Sullivan : and below in this section.

50 Cf. Cert. : κα4 �Tτ�ι �Uν 1κ τ�Jης, Vς #ασι, συμ�αλ�ντες 3λλ7λ�ις Wλ!�ν ε-ς
τ%ν Rαλκ�δα, and Hes. Op.  f. and  f.: �) γ ρ πD π�τε νη� γ’ 1π�πλων ε)ρ�α
π�ντ�ν, / ε- μ% 1ς ΕY��ιαν 1? Α)λ�δ�ς, / . . . / @ν!α δ’ 1γ5ν 1π’ Eε!λα δαZ#ρ�ν�ς
MΑμ#ιδ μαντ�ς /Rαλκ�δα τ’ ε[ς 1π�ρησα.

51 Schol. Pi. Nem. . (= [Hesiod] fr.  M–W): Φιλ�J�ρ�ς δH 3π� τ�6 συντι!�ναι
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Although the extant Certamen in its present form is a fairly late com-
pilation, it includes material from a much earlier period. The main part
of the story in its present form, the description of the actual contest, and
the passages which relate the oracles to Homer and Hesiod and the death
of the two poets, is based on the Museum of Alcidamas.52 It has been sug-
gested that Alcidamas, relying on old stories and the traditional form of
contest by riddles,53 and using appropriate lines from the works of earlier
authors (Cert. chapter  contains verses almost identical with Theognis
fr. , and chapter  verses very similar to Aristophanes Peace  f.),54

was the first who attributed these to those particular two poets, and thus
invented the story of the contest of Homer and Hesiod. Relying on the
passage from the Works he chose Chalcis for the setting of the story.55

Richardson has argued that a more likely date for the story of the con-
test is the sixth century. He points out that the story of the death of Homer
was known to Heraclitus ( B  DK) and the account of Hesiod’s death
to Thucydides (.) less than a century later. The stories of the ability
of the wise men in solving the riddles and oracles, as well as the idea of
a rhapsodic contest in σ�#�α as an alternative to athletic contest, were
current already in the sixth century. Richardson adds that Certamen and
Aristophanes’ Peace not only share similar lines but also similar themes:

κα4 \ πτειν τ%ν NSδ%ν �"τω #ησ4ν α)τ�]ς πρ�σκεκλ�σ!αι. δηλ�� δH , �Ησ��δ�ς λ�-
γωνA

1ν Δ7λNω τ�τε πρ�τ�ν 1γ5 κα4 PQμηρ�ς 3�ιδ�4
μ�λπ�μεν, 1ν νεαρ��ς "μν�ις \αψαντες 3�ιδ7ν
Φ����ν MΑπ�λλωνα Jρυσ �ρ�ν, _ν τ�κε ΛητD.

More about the contest at Delos see p.  below.
52 Stobaeus (..) quotes lines found in Cert.  and attributes them to the Mouseion.

InCert.  Alcidamas is mentioned at the end of the passage about the death of Hesiod. In
addition to this reference, there is a papyrus from the end of the second or the beginning
of the third century ad, which tells about the death of Homer and contains the following
words: MΑλκι]δαμαντ�ς περι �Qμηρ�υ (Pap. Mich. , see Winter : –).
Commentators agree that the signature refers to Alcidamas (see Kirk : n. ,
Nietzsche :–, Winter :–, Dodds : f., West :–,
Graziosi :).

53 For example, the contest of Calchas and Mopsus in the Melampodia (Hes. fr. 
MW); one between the epic writers Lesches and Arctinus (Phaenias  F ), and also
the contest of Aeschylus and Euripides in the Frogs by Aristophanes.

54 The thought shared byCert. and Theognis, that it is best for mortals not to be born at
all, or if born, to die as soon as possible, is expressed also in Bacch. .– and Soph.
OC . The passage in the Peace  f. may just as well be based on the Certamen
rather than vice versa, see Graziosi :.

55 Nietzsche :–; West :–.
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rejection of war poetry and praise of feasting, both of which fit well into
the general context of the sympotic poetry of the sixth century.56 Graziosi
generally agrees with Richardson, though she finds that the contest sec-
tion in the Certamen may be composed by the Athenian rhapsodes in
the fifth century who attempted to restore Homer’s reputation against
sophistic attacks. Graziosi emphasizes that many passages in the Certa-
men seem to respond to fifth-century concerns: for example Thucydides
had discussed the number of the Achaeans at Troy (.. ff.)—a question
to which the answer is given inCert. . Lines  f. and  f. in theCert.
(Allen’s edition), in turn, could be connected with the discussions on the
stylistic issues of Homeric poetry by Protagoras and Democritus respec-
tively.57 The Athenian colouring of the story may, however, be simply an
indication that it was transmitted via fifth-century Athens. The Athenian
features in the extant account do not necessarily rule out the possible
existence of earlier versions of the story.

It should also be mentioned that the suggestion of the authorship of
Alcidamas is opposed by the existence of the version of the story in
which the contest is placed at Delos.58 This particular version is very
unlikely to have come into existence after the appearance of the one
told by Alcidamas, since after the supposed invention of the story of
the contest in Chalcis which was supported by Hesiod’s own verses, any
other place would hardly have been chosen as the setting of the story.59

Richardson is of the opinion that there is no reason to place the particular
verses in the period after Alcidamas.60 Janko agrees with Richardson and
suggests that they were composed in the second part of the th century
when Polycrates of Samos organized the Delian 3γ�νες in  or ,
for which occasion the Hymn to Delian Apollo may have been compiled
from two earlier hymns.61 If Janko is correct, the version of the contest in
Delos would clearly belong to the th century.62 Furthermore, it must be

56 Richardson :–.
57 Graziosi : f. Protag.  A  DK, Democr.  B  DK.
58 See Philoch. in schol. Pi. N. ., cit. in p.  n. .
59 Pace West who considers the Delos-verses to be a later imitation of Hesiod, which

Alcidamas did not know about (:).
60 Richardson :.
61 Janko :– with notes. The dates for Polycrates’ arrangement of the Delian

Games:  bc in Parke :–, and  bc in Burkert :.
62 As in the oral tradition several (sometimes even contradictory) versions of a story

may exist at the same time, the versions of the contest in Chalcis, inspired by Hesiod’s
verses, may have come into existence at any time after the composition of the Works and
Days.

M. Kivilo - 9789004193284
Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:06:37PM

via free access



 chapter two

taken into account that the assumption of synchronicity of Homer and
Hesiod had existed long before Alcidamas. It is true that Xenophanes, the
earliest known author who told about the temporal relation between the
two poets, believed Homer to have been older than Hesiod, but in the
fifth century the poets were generally considered as contemporaries.63

Even the fragment by Xenophanes does not exclude the possibility of
their being contemporaries, as Homer could have been regarded simply
as an older contemporary of Hesiod. In Ephorus’ genealogy Homer is
Hesiod’s cousin and therefore his younger contemporary.64 The only
story known to us, which could serve as a source of the synchronicity
of the poets is the one about their contest. In the oral tradition which
almost certainly was the ultimate source in the present case, the supposed
“fact” of the contemporaneous living of Homer and Hesiod, whether
historically authentic or not,65 must have been transmitted in connection
with some story which tied the poets together, since in oral tradition
details are transmitted within stories rather than independently. And
in fact, there are several cases when the ancients explicitly connected
the view that the poets were contemporaries with the story of their
contest.66 Hence, it is probable that the idea of the synchronicity of
Homer and Hesiod was based on and/or transmitted with the account
of their contest.

63 Xenoph.  B  DK, see also Hdt ., and the genealogy by Hellanicus, Damastes
and Pherecydes (n.  in p. ).

64 Eph.  F .
65 We cannot entirely exclude the possibility that the poets were real-life contempo-

raries and the knowledge of it was preserved in some local memory (in connection to
some cult, perhaps). Or, possibly, the synchronicity may be based on the different read-
ing of Op.  (see p.  n. ).

66 Cert. .; Philostratus Her. .: �� δ� ���κ�ντα κα �κατ�ν �τη γεγ�ν�ναι μετ�
Τρ��αν �π ��μηρ�ν τ� �ασι κα �Ησ��δ�ν, !τε δ" #$σαι %μ�ω �ν 'αλκ�δι . . . ; Gell. NA
..: autem Varro in primo de imaginibus uter prior sit natus parum constare dicit, sed
non esse dubium quin aliquo tempore eodem vixerint, idque ex epigrammate ostendi quod
in tripode scriptum est qui in monte Helicone ab Hesiodo positus traditur; Vita Hesiodi : ��
δ� συγ*ρ�ν�υς α,τ�-ς ε.ναι λ�γ�ντες �π τ/0 τελευτ/0 τ�1 2Αμ�ιδ4μαντ�ς τ�1 5ασιλ�ως
Ε,5��ας �ασν α,τ�-ς 7γων�σασ8αι κα νενικηκ�ναι �Ησ��δ�ν . . . It seems that there
was also a discussion going on among the Homerids about this tradition: Eustath. .: ε9
δ� κα :ρισεν ��μηρ�ς �Ησι;δ<ω τ<= 2Ασκρα�<ω κα >ττ�8η, !περ ?κν�ς τ�@ς ��μηρ�δαις
κα λ�γειν. Perhaps the Homerids denied that the poets had lived at the same time? On
the other hand, as the defeat of Homer by Hesiod put the teacher of the Homerids into
the shadow, they might have just refused to accept the story (thus West :).
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The history of the story of the contest may reach an even earlier time
than Graziosi and Richardson have suggested. In Plutarch’s account of
the contest the seventh century epic poet Lesches is mentioned, pos-
sibly as Plutarch’s source of the story.67 Two different views exist con-
cerning the occurrence of the name of Lesches in Plutarch’s passage:
either Lesches was the one who told about the contest between Homer
and Hesiod; or Lesches himself competed with Hesiod. It depends on
whether to read the text Vς #ησ� Λ�σJης (as Lesches says) as it appears
in one of the manuscripts, or Vς #ασι, Λ�σJης (Lesches, as they say)
as in most manuscripts.68 In the latter case, however, it would be neces-
sary to change Plutarch’s text and remove the passage presenting the con-
testants (�Qμ7ρ�υ κα4 �Ησι�δ�υ), the validity of which has clearly been
assured elsewhere by Plutarch.69 Moreover, we have no other ancient
account about the contest between Lesches and Hesiod. Kirk suggests
that there were three contestants—Homer, Hesiod and Lesches, but we
have no reference about any contests of singers with three or more
contestants competing at the same time.70 It seems therefore prefer-
able to read Vς #ησ� Λ�σJης and admit that Plutarch knew, or at least
thought that Lesches had spoken about the contest between the two
famous epic poets (at the funeral games in Chalcis).71 In that case it is

67 Plut. Mor. f–a. Lesches of Pyrrha or Mytilene was regarded as the author
of the Little Iliad: Vas Homericum MB  and  (both rd or nd century bc), IG
..i. (Tabula Iliaca A Capitolina p.  Sadurska), Eus. Chron. Ol.., Procl.
Chrest. B p.  Allen, schol. Aristoph. Lys. , Tz. in Lycophr. , cf. Tz. Ex. Il. p. .
Hermann. Pausanias who calls him Lescheos son of Aischylinus, ascribes to him the Sack
of Troy—perhaps mistakenly (see West b: n. ; also Bernabé (:) gives
Pausanias’ information among the Testimonia of the Little Iliad). Lesches was placed in
the seventh century and reported to have won the song contest with Arctinus (Phaenias
fr.  Wehrli ( F ) ap. Clem. Alex. Strom. .., Eus. Chron. Ol..).

68 For more about the manuscripts see Kirk : n. . Bergk (:) read Vς
#ησ� Λ�σJης, cf. Allen :, ; : f.; Welcker :; Nietzsche :.
They considered Lesches the author quoted by Plutarch. Wilamowitz (: n. ),
followed by Most (:), accepts the reading Vς #ασι, Λ�σJης and makes him
contest with Hesiod. West (:) proposes that the name Lesches has entered the
text from somebody’s casual note in the margin of the page.

69 Plut. Mor. a.
70 Kirk : n. .
71 Plutarch may, of course, have been wrong about Lesches, as he may not neccesarily

have quoted first hand and there could be false inference behind his reference,—thus
Robert Fowler at the viva. Milne suggests that Lesches’ name was substituted for Homer’s
in the Hellenistic period or later because of the chronological problem of making Homer
and Hesiod contemporaries (: f.). But as is said above, the inclusion of Lesches’
name in the text would require inappropriate emendation of Plutarch’s text with respect
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possible that the contest was described or at least mentioned in some
of the archaic poems ascribed to Lesches.72 In the late sixth century
Theagenes of Rhegium, to whom the first attempt to record informa-
tion about Homer’s life is ascribed in extant sources, may have referred
to the contest, relying perhaps on a different reading of Op. , on
Lesches’ account, or possibly even on some other early, now lost, ver-
sion.73 Later the story of the contest of Homer and Hesiod was devel-
oped further and elaborated for example by the Athenian rhapsodes
in the fifth century, by Alcidamas in the fourth century, and by the
author of the existing version of the Certamen in the first or second cen-
tury ad.

to the names of Homer and Hesiod. Richardson proposes that Plutarch’s account may
reflect an early version of the story, known at least to Aristophanes whose Frogs may be
influenced by this version of the contest (:).

72 This idea was first proposed by Thomas Allen, who suggested that Lesches had in
addition to the Little Iliad composed a biographical poem about the life of Homer, and
it was used as a source by Alcidamas as well as by Plutarch while relating the contest of
the poets (Allen :). West considers the existence of a biographical poem written
by Lesches quite improbable and proposes that the name of Lesches could have entered
the text of Plutarch from the scholium where verses by Lesches similar to the ones found
in the text were mentioned: “ ‘Biographical’ poetry did not exist” (:–). We
may, however, have a trace of an archaic biographical poem here. The contest between
two most powerful ancient bards would make an attractive topic for a song, a topic
which would certainly be fascinating both to the singer and to the audience. It would
also help to enhance the authority of the profession of rhapsodes. Admittedly, there is
no extant reference to a work titled Contest among the poems ascribed to Lesches. It
may be that Lesches sang about the contest in the form of an excursus or simile in
some of his other poems and thus established the story which was expanded later. He
might have only referred to the contest of the two famous poets by saying, for example,
that Hesiod’s opponent was “a blind poet of Chios” whom the audience assumed to be
Homer.

73 Theagenes  A – DK. The alternative reading of Op.  is cited in p.  n.
. The Orphic poets and the Pythagoreans were involved in studying and editing the
poetry of Homer in the late archaic period. For example, the Orphic poets Orpheus of
Croton and Zopyrus of Heraclea participated together with Onomacritus of Athens in the
redaction of Homeric poetry (Suda s.v. MQρ#ε�ς). In the latter part of the sixth century
Orphism and Pythagoreanism spread into Italy, probably bringing along their interest in
both the person and the poetry of Homer. As I shall argue below, the Orphic poets and
Pythagoreans in South Italy may have had a considerable role in the development of both
Hesiod’s and Stesichorus’ biographies (Brontinus of Metapontum or Croton, Cercops
the Pythagorean, and the above-mentioned Zopyrus of Heraclea are attested in Hesiod’s
tradition, Stesichorus’ tradition is full of allusions to the Pythagoreans). It seems that
South Italy became a centre (or one of the centres) of studies on Homer and Hesiod in the
end of the archaic period. Theagenes of Rhegium, while writing on Homer (and perhaps
also on Hesiod) may well have exchanged information with the Orphic poets and the
Pythagoreans in South Italy.
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. The story of Hesiod’s death

The earliest sources to refer to the story of Hesiod’s death belong to the
fifth century bc: Pindar mentions the tradition that the poet was young
twice and had two graves, and Thucydides gives a short account that
Hesiod was murdered by the local men in the precinct of Nemean Zeus,
after it had been predicted to him that he should perish at Nemea.74 More
detailed accounts are known from Alcidamas, Aristotle, Eratosthenes,
Plutarch, Pausanias, and the Vita Hesiodi.75 The story is in general clear
and consistent: after the contest Hesiod travelled to Delphi where the
Pythia uttered an oracle forewarning him of danger of death in the grove
of Nemean Zeus:

eλ�ι�ς �Tτ�ς 3ν%ρ _ς 1μ�ν δ�μ�ν 3μ#ιπ�λε�ει,
�Ησ��δ�ς Μ��σ;ησι τετιμ�ν�ς 3!αν τ;ησινA
τ�6 δ’ Bτ�ι κλ��ς @σται, 0σην τ’ 1πικ�δναται fDς.
3λλ8 Δι�ς πε#�λα?� Νεμε��υ κ λλιμ�ν Eλσ�ςA
κε�!ι δ� τ�ι !αν τ�ι� τ�λ�ς πεπρωμ�ν�ν 1στ�ν.76

Fortunate is a man who serves my house, Hesiod, who is honoured by the
immortal Muses; surely his fame shall reach as far as the light of dawn
spreads. But beware of the fair grove of Nemean Zeus—for there the death’s
end is destined for you.

Hesiod avoided Nemea in the Peloponnese, thinking that the god meant
Nemea there. Instead he went to Oenoe in Locris, unaware that all that
region was called the sacred place of Nemean Zeus. He stayed in Oenoe
for some time, until he was caught or suspected of having an affair with
the daughter of his host. The brothers of the girl killed him near the
temple of Zeus, and threw his body into the sea. On the third day it
was brought ashore by dolphins, was recognized by local people and
buried. The fleeing murderers were killed after being betrayed by the
barking of Hesiod’s dog. The girl gave birth to a son (Stesichorus). Later
the Orchomenians vexed by plague were advised by an oracle to obtain
Hesiod’s remains, which were transferred to Orchomenus and buried
there for the second time.

74 Pindar in the Vita Hesiodi  and in the Suda s.v. τ� �Ησι�δει�ν γ�ρας, Thuc. ...
75 Arist. fr.  R., Alcid. and Eratosth. inCert. ; Plut.Mor. d–f, e, d; Paus.

..–, .., Vita Hesiodi .
76 Alcid. in Cert. , Vita Hesiodi  (=  Parke & Wormell [PW], L Fontenrose

[Font.]).
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In details, however, the story varies to certain extent. First we have a
cluster of accounts which locate Hesiod’s death at Oenoe near Naupactus.
Thucydides says that the poet was murdered at the temple of Nemean
Zeus in Ozolean Locris.77 According to the Vita Hesiodi and Alcidamas,
it happened in the area called Oenoe which was dedicated to Nemean
Zeus.78 Plutarch does not specify the name of the village but simply
says that Hesiod was killed in the vicinity of the temple of Nemean
Zeus in Locris.79 Pausanias reports that the poet died “in the land of
Naupactus,”80 but as Oenoe was probably quite close to Naupactus, it
might well be called also “the Naupactian land.” On this information
we can conclude that the story of the Hesiod’s death belongs to the
Western (Ozolean) Locris and took place in Oenoe which belonged to
the Naupactian sphere of influence.81 The same location is suggested by
the account that the murderers threw Hesiod’s body into the Corinthian
Gulf between Ozolean Locris and Achaea from where dolphins brought it
to the shore in Rhion on the southern coast of the Corinthian Gulf near
Molycrea opposite to Naupactus, and also by the account that Hesiod
was buried in Oenoe, next to the temple of Zeus.82 A different location is
recorded by Alcidamas who presents an East Locrian version of the story:
according to it, the body was thrown in the sea between Euboea and
Locris i.e. in East (Opuntian) Locris.83 As in the same time he holds the
view that the murder took place in Oenoe, and that the body was brought
to land at Rhion, Alcidamas must have either mixed two different earlier

77 Thuc. ..–..
78 Vita Hesiodi , Alcid. in Cert. .
79 Plut. Mor. d–f.
80 Paus. .. and ..–.
81 The exact geographical site of Oenoe is not known.
82 Der neue Pauly s.v. Rhion, Plut. Mor. d–f, Vita Hesiodi , Paus. .. (the

Orchomenians were advised to bring Hesiod’s bones “from the land of Naupactus” to
their home town), Eratosth. in Cert. . Although Eratosthenes does not specify the exact
place of the first grave of Hesiod, it seems that he agreed with Alcidamas in this matter—
the compiler of the Certamen at least does not draw any attention to the differences in
their opinions. According to Plutarch, the travelling companion of Hesiod called Troilus
was also killed and shoved out into the sea. His body was borne out into the current of
the river Daphnus, and was caught on a rock projecting a little above the sea-level. This
rock was afterwards called Troilus (Plut. Mor. d). The mouth of the river Daphnus
is located about twenty-two miles from Naupactus (Bloomfield :, DGRG s.v.
Oeneon).

83 Alcidamas in Cert. .
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accounts in his own version, or simply given the old story a new location.
The third version comes from Aristotle: he assumed that the poet’s first
grave was in his home village, Ascra, which implies that Hesiod’s body
must have been brought to his home town for the burial. From Ascra the
bones were later transported to Orchomenus.84

Another detail that varies in the accounts is the identity of the murder-
ers of Hesiod. They were called either Amphiphanus/Amphiphanes and
Ganyctor the sons of Phegeus,85 or Ctimenus and Antiphus the sons of
Ganyctor.86 From the Certamen we learn that one Ganyctor was the son
of the Chalcidean king Amphidamas, and that he organized the funeral
games of his father, which included the song contest of Homer and Hes-
iod.87 Therefore Ganyctor probably belonged to the Euboean tradition,
as may have belonged also a source from which Alcidamas learnt the
place where Hesiod’s body was thrown in the sea. In other sources Ganyc-
tor is usually identified as a Naupactian man. i.e. he belongs to the West
Locrian tradition.

Five different versions from five different sources have come down to
us relating the fate of the murderers. According to Plutarch and Pollux,
the brothers were recognized thanks to Hesiod’s dog who snarled and
barked at them.88 Alcidamas says that the killers fled towards Crete by
fishing boat and were half-way on their voyage struck down by Zeus’
thunderbolt.89 According to the other sources, they were drowned in the
sea by the Locrians and their house was razed to the ground;90 fled from
Naupactus to Molycrea where they sinned against Poseidon, and were
punished for that;91 were sacrificed to the gods of hospitality by Eurycles
the seer;92 or escaped to a temple and died there when winter came.93

The girl Clymene or Ctemene (Ctimene) with whom Hesiod allegedly
had an affair, was said to have given birth to a son whose name was,

84 Arist. fr.  R.
85 Arist. fr.  R., Alcid. in Cert. , Vita Hesiodi .
86 Eratosth. in Cert. , Plut. Mor. e, Paus. .., Suda s.v. �Ησ��δ�ς.
87 Cert. .
88 Plut. Mor. d, e, Pollux ..
89 Alcid. in Cert. .
90 Plut. Mor. e.
91 Paus. ...
92 Eratosth. in Cert. .
93 Vita Hesiodi .
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according to Aristotle (and the author of the Peplos), Stesichorus.94 An-
other account states that she hanged herself.95

The existence of several slightly different versions of the story indi-
cates that it was well and widely known in oral tradition. However, the
differences between the accounts are minor, which, in turn, points to the
existence of one early coherent tradition as a source for all these versions.
The only serious discrepancy between the versions is the setting of the
story. One setting (East Locris) is connected with Amphidamas and his
son Ganyctor, and by them with the poetry of Hesiod. The other setting,
West Locris, has no visible connection with Hesiod’s works. In any case,
the story of Hesiod’s death is connected with Locri and is most probably
a Locrian tradition.

The epitaphs, and the double youth and double grave of Hesiod

Ancient sources give four different epitaphs for Hesiod’s tomb. One of
them refers to the grave of Hesiod in Locris, and is ascribed to Alcaeus
of Messene (rd/nd century bc) or Mytilene (th century bc):96

Λ�κρ�δ�ς 1ν ν�μεϊ σκιερN� ν�κυν �Ησι�δ�ι�
Ν�μ#αι κρην�δων λ�6σαν 3π� σ#�τερων,
κα4 τ #�ν <ψDσαντ�A γ λακτι δH π�ιμ�νες α-γ�ν
@ρραναν, ?αν!N� μι? μεν�ι μ�λιτιA
τ��ην γ ρ κα4 γ�ρυν 3π�πνεεν 1νν�α Μ�υσ�ων
, πρ�σ�υς κα!αρ�ν γευσ μεν�ς λι� δων.

In a shady glade of Locris the Nymphs washed the body of Hesiod with water
from their springs, and raised his tomb. And the goatherds poured libations
of milk mixed with golden honey on it; for such was the voice the old man
breathed who had tasted the pure streams of the nine Muses.

94 Vita Hesiodi  (following Aristotle’s Orchomenian Constitution, fr.  R.), Philoch.
 F .

The Peplos or Peploi which is mentioned as the source of this account, may be
Aristotle’s treatise on mythology (see fr. – R.). On the other hand, taking into
account the numerous Pythagorean traces in Hesiod’s tradition, it may well be the Peplos
which is ascribed to a sixth century bc Orphic/Pythagorean author Brontinus or Zopyrus.
More about Brontinus and Zopyrus see in p.  n. . The alternating singular and
plural form of the title should not be taken in overscrupulous way, cf. for example, the
confusion over the title of another Orphic poem Hieros Logos /Hieroi Logoi among the
ancient authors (Cic. ND ., Clem. Alex. Strom. ., Suda s.v. MQρ#ε�ς). The genre
πεπλ�γρα#�α existed throughout the Classical period (see RE s.v. Π�πλ�ς ) and may
have got its name and character from the Pythagorean Peplos.

95 Eratosth. in Cert. .
96 Anth. Pal. . = HE xii Gow & Page. It is reasonable to suppose that the ethnic
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Two epitaphs refer to Hesiod’s second grave in Orchomenus. One
of them, a peculiar epigram in which Hesiod’s double youth, double
grave and his unusual wisdom are mentioned is attributed to Pindar by
Aristotle and the compiler of the Vita Hesiodi:97

Rα�ρε δ4ς (�7σας κα4 δ4ς τ #�υ 3ντι��λ7σας,
�Ησ��δ’, 3ν!ρDπ�ις μ�τρ�ν @Jων σ�#�ης.

Farewell you who twice were young and twice met a tomb, you who hold the
measure of wisdom for mankind.

The other is by the Hellenistic or perhaps Roman poet Demiurgus:98

�Ελλ δ�ς ε)ρυJ�ρ�υ στ�#αν�ν κα4 κ�σμ�ν 3�ιδ�ς,
MΑσκρα��ν γενε%ν �Ησ��δ�ν κατ�Jω.

I conceal Hesiod, Ascraean by birth, the crown of broad Hellas and adorn-
ment of song.

The fourth epitaph is transmitted in manuscripts under the name of
Mnasalces who is identified as Mnasalces or Mnasalcas of Sicyon:99

iΑσκρη μHν πατρ4ς π�λυλ7ϊ�ς, 3λλ8 !αν�ντ�ς
jστ�α πλη?�ππων γ� Μινυ�ν κατ�Jει
�Ησι�δ�υ, τ�6 πλε�στ�ν 1ν 3ν!ρDπ�ις κλ��ς 1στ4ν
3νδρ�ν κριν�μ�νων 1ν �ασ νNω σ�#�ης.

Ascra, the land of many corn-fields was my home, but now when I am dead
the Minyan land of riders holds my bones. I am Hesiod, the most renown
among the men who are judged by the touchstone of wisdom.

Pausanias ascribed this epigram to a seventh century poet Chersias of
Orchomenus, and Göttling and Schmid-Stählin agree with him in this
matter.100 Mair and Page support the authorship of Mnasalcas, arguing

μυτιληνα��υ was added to the name Alcaeus by somebody who had heard of the lyric
poet but not of the epigrammatist, and the epigram should be ascribed to Alcaeus of
Messene (Gow & Page :). Besides, the epigram is written in Ionic dialect and not in
Aeolic as would be expected if the author was Alcaeus of Mytilene.

97 Arist. fr.  R.; Vita Hesiodi  (cf. also Bergk: PLG4:i.). Hesiod’s double youth
became a proverbial expression about extreme old age: τ� �Ησι�δει�ν γ�ρας (Suda s.v.
τ� �Ησι�δει�ν γ�ρας).

98 Anth. Pal. . = FGE vv. –. According to Page, no other poem is known from
Demiurgus, and the epigram may be of any date within half a millennium (:).

99 Anth. Pal. . = HE xviii Gow & Page.
100 Göttling :vii, Schmid-Stählin :. Pausanias cites the epitaph on Hesiod’s

Orchomenian tomb in .., and only a couple of paragraphs on he reports that the
Orchomenians had a tradition that Chersias composed the inscription on the grave of
Hesiod (..). Plutarch placed Chersias in the time of Periander and Pittacus (Mor.
e, f).
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that if Aristotle had known the epigram iΑσκρη (by Chersias), he would
have cited it, and not the one of Pindar, in hisConstitution ofOrchomenus,
and indeed, it would be hard to see why or how Mnasalcas’ name should
have been attached to the epigram if he were not the real author.101 From
the scholium whose sources are Plutarch and Aristotle we know the
story of how Hesiod’s second grave was established in Orchomenus.102

According to it, after the Thespians had destroyed Ascra, the survivors
of the village fled to Orchomenus. Some time later the plague broke out
in the city and the Orchomenians, having sought help from the oracle,
brought Hesiod’s bones from Ascra to Orchomenus and buried them
there according to the Pythian utterances.103 Therefore, it seems that the
second grave came into existence only after the destruction of Ascra, and
that the epigram should also originate from that time. The exact date of
Ascra’s destruction is not known, but according to archaeological data, it
could not have happened before the beginning of the fourth century.104

On the other hand, if the whole above mentioned information, and
not only the reference that the Orchomenians buried Hesiod’s remains
in their own land, is based on Aristotle, then the destruction of Ascra
could not have happened after Aristotle’s time. The ’s were critical
years for Boeotia: the Thebans destroyed both Orchomenus (in ) and
Thespiae (the exact date is not known), and both towns were rebuilt
only by Alexander around  bc105 Hence, the destruction of Ascra and
the flight of its inhabitants to Orchomenus must have happened around
the ’s to ’s. At that time, in the th century, neither Chersias nor
Mnasalcas could have written the epitaph on Hesiod’s tomb. That leaves
us two possibilities: first, the epitaph was written about a hundred years
later when Orchomenus was rebuilt, in which case the author could
have been Mnasalcas. Or some older epigram was written on the tomb
in Orchomenus, for example, a (now lost) epigram by Chersias, or the
Rα�ρε which is ascribed to Pindar. Since the latter epigram is short, it is
not easy to date it by linguistic methods. Some commentators regard its
style as Hellenistic; therefore it is possible that the epigram is a Hellenistic
forgery, and in that case useless in our attempt to clarify the date when
Hesiod’s Orchomenian tomb entered the tradition.106 However, other

101 Mair :xxxi, Page :, cf. also Gow & Page :.
102 Schol. Procl. in Hes. Op. , p.  Gaisf. (= Arist. fr.  R., Plut. fr.  Sandbach).
103 Arist. fr.  R., Eratosth. in Cert. , Paus. ..–.
104 Thomas and Conant : f.
105 RE s.v. Thespeia, Der neue Pauly s.v. Orchomenos.
106 Page :–.
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scholars believe on the grounds of style and of the fact that Aristotle
probably knew the epigram, that it may be of early origin and perhaps
indeed composed by Pindar, being thus the only known epigram ever
ascribed to Pindar.107 There is yet a third possibility, that Pindar (who
did not write epigrams) may have used an ancient epigram in one of his
poems, and afterwards it may have been mistakenly ascribed to him by
Aristotle or some other author.108 In that case, the story about Hesiod’s
double burial and double youth must have been known by the beginning
of the th century at latest.109

There might have existed also a tradition that the Muses, besides teach-
ing Hesiod to sing, rejuvenated him when he was already an old man.110

Direct references to this particular tradition are late, and may all derive
from the same immediate source, Aelius Donatus.111 However, the story
may have roots in an old tradition known already in the middle of the
fifth century: Euripides may have known the story of the double youth
of Hesiod and possibly also the Pindar’s epigram. In the second stasimon
of Heracles the wish to escape old age is treated in detail. At – the
chorus praises the hero, who has just returned from Hades, saying that
the good should be rewarded with a second life, “δ�δυμ�ν Eν '�αν @#ε-
ρ�ν /#ανερ�ν Jαρακτ�ρ’ 3ρετkς /0σ�ισιν μ�τα . . . ,” using thus remark-
ably similar diction to the epigram.112 The wish presented by the chorus
of old men is highly personal. Ruth Scodel: “Their presentation of the sec-
ond life as a new youth is partially explicable as the expression of their
hatred of their own age, while their claim to be among those deserving
this favour is substantiated not only by their loyalty to Heracles, but also
by their being singers. / . . . / Euripides’ δ�δυμ�ν '�αν is very similar to
the epigram’sδ4ς (�7σας, and the two contexts are similar. / . . . / The Latin
tradition makes Hesiod’s rejuvenation the gift of the Muses, to whom the
Euripidean singers are devoted. The evidence points to Euripides’ having

107 Bergk PLG4:i., Sinclair :xl, Scodel : with n. .
108 In which case the real author of the epigram could be Chersias after all, as is reported

by Pausanias.
109 In that case the second grave (in Orchomenus) must have existed before the destruc-

tion of Ascra, and all of those happenings in the fourth century have nothing to do
with the origin of the second grave. Mnasalcas might have written a new epigram after
Orchomenus was rebuilt by Alexander; he might even have used the old epigram as a
model, as Page has pointed out (:).

110 See Scodel :–.
111 See Scodel cit. loc., and Symmachus Ep. ..
112 Eur. Her.  f.
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known and used a tradition of Hesiod’s second life.”113 In mythology, the
usual way to become young again is through death and resurrection. This
way was used, for example, by Medea who killed, revived and rejuvenated
Jason and Aeson.114 The other way to gain a new life was to descend into
Hades and to find a way back to this world. This method was used by
Sisyphus, Odysseus, Heracles, Orpheus and supposedly also by Pythago-
ras.115 Hesiod was believed to be an author of a poem about Theseus’
descent into Hades, and it is not inconceivable that the tradition of Hes-
iod’s descent into the Underworld, influenced by his own poem, existed
at some period of time.

Ancient authors’ hesitation concerning the date of Hesiod and his
chronological relationship to other poets points, too, to the possibility
of the early existence of the account of the double youth of Hesiod. The
belief that Hesiod was young twice may have developed as an attempt
to link him on the one hand with Homer, and on the other hand with
Stesichorus.116 If the hypothesis that the account of Hesiod’s long life
developed as an explanation of his traditional connection with these two
poets is correct, we can reasonably conclude that the story of Hesiod’s
death (including the account of the birth of Stesichorus) must have been
known already by the first half of the fifth century at latest.

We do not know what exactly δ4ς (�7σας κα4 δ4ς τ #�υ 3ντι��-
λ7σας in Pindar’s epigram means. Perhaps it means that Hesiod (was
believed to have) had an extraordinarily long life, or, as Scodel has
proposed, that Hesiod gained the second youth without intermediate
death, and two graves in the epigram means just reburying of the bones
of the poet in later times. Since the epigram was quoted in Aristo-
tle’s Orchomenian Constitution, where most of the information about
Hesiod seems to have been derived from the (Pythagorean) Peplos, the

113 Scodel : f.
114 Eur. Argum. Med., Nostoi fr.  Bernabé (fr.  West, Allen), Sim. fr.  PMG, Pherec.

 F . Jason and Aeson were rejuvenated through a process of decoction. The same
process is employed to restore youth to Demos at Aristophanes’ Equites  ff., cf.
HyDem. –; see Scodel : ff.

115 Sisyphus: Paus. .., schol. Hom. Il. ., TrGF iii:–, , . Odysseus:
Od. . Orpheus: Paus. ..–, Verg.G .–, Ov.Met. : –. Pythagoras, who
claimed to have seen Hesiod and Homer in Hades: Hieron. Rhod. fr.  Wehrli, ap. Diog.
L. ..

116 As a matter of fact, Homer too had an oracle for twofold destiny, but it refers clearly
to his blindness and fame, and not to his death: δ��ας γ8ρ :ω�ς μ��ρας λ Jες, lν μHν
3μαυρ ν /fελ�ων δισσ�ν, lν δ’ 3!αν τ�ις -σ�μ�ιρ�ν /:�ντ� τε κα4 #!ιμ�νNω; #!�μεν�ς
δ’ @τι π�λλ�ν 3γ7ρως ([Plut.] Vita Hom. i.).
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possibility that the long youth of Hesiod may have been mentioned in
this particular poem cannot be ruled out.117

Traditional themes in the story of death

The story of Hesiod’s death contains several elements found in traditions
of other poets and famous people. First, it includes oracles. One of them,
as is already mentioned, was uttered by the Pythia when the poet was
approaching the temple in order to dedicate his victory over Homer at
the song-contest to Apollo.118 Hesiod misinterpreted the oracle and was
killed in the grove of Nemean Zeus in Locris. The futility of attempts
to escape one’s destiny expressed by predictions is a theme for which
there are parallels, not only in Greek tradition and mythology, but in the
folk lore of many cultures.119 The other (not extant) oracle was given to
the Orchomenians when they asked help to overcome the plague. They
were told to bring Hesiod’s remains and bury them in their land. The
Pythia gave them also guidance about where to look for the bones.120

This oracle belongs among the typical aetiological legends, according to
which the bones of the hero have beneficial powers.121 A similar story
about the bones of Linus is reported by Pausanias: the Thebans claimed
that Linus was originally buried among them, but after the Greek defeat
at Chaeronea king Philip, in obedience to a vision in a dream, recovered
the bones of Linus and took them to Macedonia. Later, however, another
vision made him send the bones back to Thebes.122 The defensive power
of the bones of a hero is the reason why the location of his grave had to be
kept secret, so that those who wanted to find it could not do so without
divine help.

117 There is a third possibility—that Hesiod was believed to have lived and died twice,
and also been buried twice (Marckscheffel :–).

118 Cit. in p. .
119 For example, the story of the death of Cambyses (Hdt. ..–) or Oedipus (Soph.

OT). See Fairweather :, Fontenrose :–. Notice the formulaic structure
and diction of, for example, the oracles to Cypselus (Hdt. .ε, =  PW, Q) and to the
Megarians (Hesych.  F , = – PW, Q), see also Fontenrose : f.

120 See Arist. fr.  R., Eratosth. in Cert. , Paus. ..–. Vita Hesiodi , ( PW,
and L Font.). Plutarch knew a slightly different version of the story, according to which
Hesiod’s grave in Oenoe was kept concealed because the Orchomenians were looking for
it (Mor. ef).

121 See Parke & Wormell :i. f. Iamblichus reports also that the Pythagoreans
used selected readings from Homer and Hesiod to restore the soul (VP ). For more
examples, see p.  below.

122 Paus. ..–. For more examples, see p.  below.
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Hesiod’s tradition includes animal-helpers: the Orchomenians who
were looking for the poet’s grave were guided by a crow sent by Pythia,
and the poet’s corpse was brought to the shore by dolphins.123 The dol-
phins figure in other Greek traditions too: they helped Arion to return
home, and brought the body of young Melicertes to the shore of Isthmus
where it was buried by Sisyphus who established the Isthmian Games in
his honour.124 Finally, Hesiod’s dog helped to find his murderers,—just
as the dog Maera had helped to find the body of Icarius.125

A long life, which Hesiod enjoyed according to tradition, is frequently
a characteristic feature of seers, poets and heroes: Orpheus, for example,
was said to have lived either nine or eleven generations, Teiresias seven,
Sarpedon three and Nestor more than two generations.126

Another traditional motif in the story of Hesiod’s death is the archety-
pal pattern of a woman insulted by a man, who is punished for that by
two other men connected with the woman. We can see such a pattern
in the stories of Helen (Helen—Theseus—Dioscuri; or Helen—Paris—
Menelaus and Agamemnon), and in the story of Alcmaeon (Arsinoe,
the daughter of Phegeus of Psophis—Alcmaeon—Phegeus’ sons).127 In
the tradition of Hesiod, the poet insults (seduces or rapes) or is thought
to have insulted Ctemene the daughter of Phegeus, and her brothers
take revenge by killing him. A similar story is known about the Idaean
Dactyls: three dactyls Acmon (“anvil”), Damnameneus (“the compeller”
i.e. “the hammer”) and Celmis (“knife”), were brothers, the sons of
Rhea. Celmis insulted Rhea, and was turned to steel or was killed by
his brothers.128 According to Pliny, Hesiod had written about the Idaean
Dactyls,129 but since only one fragment of this poem has survived, we do
not know what exactly it was about. The patterns in the story of Hesiod’s
death and in the story of Rhea and the Dactyls are the same: woman, two
(good) men + one (bad) man. It is possible that the structure of the story
of Hesiod’s death has been influenced by the poet’s own work, which, in
turn, was constructed according to a traditional story-pattern.

123 Concealed grave: Plut. Mor. ef; a crow as a guide: Paus. ..–, the dolphins:
Alcidamas in Cert. , Plut. Mor. cf, d, Vita Hesiodi .

124 Arion: Hdt. . f. Melicertes: fr. . Sn.-M.; Arist. fr.  R.; Plut. Mor. b;
Apollod. Bibl. ..

125 Plut. Mor. d, e; Pollux .; Hyginus Astron. ii.. More examples in p. .
126 Orpheus: Suda s.v. MQρ#ε�ς. Teiresias: Hes. fr.  MW, cf. Apollod. Bibl. ...

Sarpedon: Apollod. Bibl. ... Nestor: Il. .. More examples in p. .
127 Apollod. Bibl. ..–.
128 Schol. in Ap. Rhod. ., Ov.Met. ., Soph. fr. .
129 Plin. NH ..; Clem. Alex. Strom. ..; Suda s.v. �Ησ��δ�ς.
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And finally, the tradition that the child of Hesiod and Ctemene was
Stesichorus belongs among the formulaic details which linked famous
people together in biographical traditions.130

In conclusion, the story of Hesiod’s death is highly formulaic and was
very well known among the ancient authors. It appears to be an early
story. Parts of it, if not all, were undoubtedly known by the fifth century
(Pindar and Thucydides refer to it). Aristotle knew that the murderers
of Hesiod were Phegeus’ sons Amphiphanus and Ganyctor, that the
name of the girl was Ctimene, that the son of Hesiod and the girl was
Stesichorus, and that Hesiod had a second grave in Orchomenus,—i.e. he
knew practically the whole story. As is argued above (p. ), Aristotle’s
source may have been the Peplos, a poem ascribed to the sixth century
Orphic poet Brontinus or to Zopyrus.131 Therefore, the original story of
Hesiod’s death may belong to the first part of the sixth century. If not,
it had developed in full detail possibly by the beginning of the fifth, and
certainly by the fourth century bc.

The cult and images of Hesiod

At least in the Hellenistic period, Hesiod was honoured with cult in many
places around Greece.132 Both sites of his grave seem to have attracted
worshippers: according to Alcaeus of Messene, “the goat-herds poured
libations of milk mixed with honey” on Hesiod’s tomb on Locris, and
the story of the transportation of Hesiod’s remains to Orchomenus and
of the second burial of his bones in the centre of the agora is a sign of
reverence with which his remains were treated in the city.133 The early

130 See p. .
131 Brontinus of Metapontum or Croton is said to have been the father (or husband) of

Pythagoras’ wife (or daughter or pupil) Theano (Diog. L. ., Suda s.v. Πυ!αγ�ρας,
ΤεανD, and ΘεανD, Iambl. VP , , cf. West : n. , Burkert :, 
n. ). Brontinus was a contemporary to the sixth century physician Alcmeon of Croton:
he was one of the three people to whom the latter dedicated his book ( B  DK).
Brontinus was, besides the Peplos, also regarded as the author of the Physika and Diktys
(Clem. Alex. Strom. ., Suda s.v. MQρ#ε�ς). Zopyrus of Heraclea or Tarentum was
an early Pythagorean (Clem. Alex. Strom. ., Iambl. VP ) to whom, in addition
to the Peplos, the Krater and the Diktys were credited (Clem. Alex. Strom. ., Suda
s.v. MQρ#ε�ς). We should not forget that Cercops, an Orphic or Pythagorean poet,
contemporary to Onomacritus, is attested by Aristotle as a critic of Hesiod (see p. 
and p.  n. ). About the Orphic/Pythagorean poets see West :.

132 For example, I.G ., .b and .c, and Plut.Numa .. See also Beaulieu
.

133 Alcaeus of Messene in Anth. Pal. ..
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origin of the story of Hesiod’s death at Oenoe suggests that there may
have existed a cult of Hesiod in Oenoe already in the pre-Classical period,
developed in connection with the story of the poet’s death. However,
we have no solid evidence to determine when the cult of Hesiod was
established.134

There are also several statues of the poet mentioned in the sources,
which may or may not have been linked to a cult of Hesiod.135 Pausanias
refers to the ones in Thespiae, Olympia, and on Helicon. The Thespian
statue was made of bronze and set up in the agora. Not far from it stood
a small temple of the Muses, and from that temple two inscriptions have
been found in which Hesiod, son of Dios, is linked with the Muses.136

In Olympia, the mid-fifth century bc statues of Hesiod and Homer
stood alongside the great temple, among the images of deities.137 On
Helicon, in the grove of the Muses, was an image of seated Hesiod
holding the cithara. Other statues around him represented the Muses,
Apollo and Hermes fighting for the lyre, Dionysus, Telete, and the poets
Orpheus, Linus, Thamyris, Arion, and Sacadas of Argos.138 Pausanias
reports also that the tripod which Hesiod was said to have received
as a prize at the song contest at Chalcis, was still on Helicon at his
time.139

There was also a brazen Hesiod in the public gymnasium in Con-
stantinople in later antiquity.140 The only extant inscribed representa-
tion of Hesiod is the fourth-century ad mosaic by Monnus, found in
Trier.141

134 About the cults of poets see also p. .
135 Unfortunately none of the statues is extant. For more, see Richter :–,

:– with figs. –, :.
136 Paus. .., IG . b,c.
137 The author of these sculptures was Dionysius of Argos, see Paus. .. f., and

Richter :.
138 Paus. ..–..
139 Paus. .., cf. Op. –. The inscription is:

�Ησ��δ�ς Μ��σαις �Ελικων�σι τ�νδ’ 3ν�!ηκεν,
"μνNω νικ7σας 1ν Rαλκ�δι !ε��ν PQμηρ�ν,

—see Cert.  and Anth. Pal. ., and Varro in Gell. NA ...
140 Christodorus (th/th century ad) in Anth. Pal. .–.
141 Richter : and fig. .
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. The works of Hesiod and on Hesiod

Works attributed to Hesiod

According to the Vita Hesiodi section , Hesiod wrote sixteen books
compared to Homer’s thirteen. Altogether seventeen different titles were
ascribed to Hesiod by ancient authors. Only the Works and Days, the
Theogony and the Shield of Heracles are extant, others are known by
fragments, by descriptions of their content, or only by titles. The works
thought to have been Hesiod’s are the following:

. The Works and Days (iΕργα κα4 �Ημ�ραι)
. The Theogony (Θε�γ�ν�α)
. The Catalogue of Women or Ehoeae (Γυναικ�ν κατ λ�γ�ς, MΗ��αι)
. The Shield of Heracles (MΑσπ�ς)
. The Divination by Birds (MQρνι!�μαντε�α)
. The Seercraft (Μαντικ )
. The Astronomy/Astrology (MΑστρ�ν�μ�α / MΑστρ�λ�γ�α)
. The Precepts of Cheiron (�Υπ�!�και Rε�ρων�ς)
. The Great Works (iΕργα Μεγ λα)

. The Great Ehoeae (MΗ��αι Μεγ λαι)
. The Idaean Dactyls (Περ4 Δακτ�λων MΙδα�ων)
. The Marriage of Ceyx (Κ7υκ�ς γ μ�ς)
. The Melampodia (Μελαμπ�δ�α)
. The Aegimius (Α-γ�μι�ς)
. Circuit of the Earth (Περ��δ�ς Γ�ς)
. Dirge for Batrachus (MΕπικ7δει�ς ε-ς Β τραJ�ν)
. Peirithous’ or Theseus’ Descent into Hades (Πειρ�!��υ / Θ7σεως

κατ �ασις)
. Epithalamium of Peleus and Thetis (MΕπι!αλ μι�ν ε-ς Πελ�α κα4

Θ�τιν)
. The Ceramis (Κεραμε�ς).142

142 There may have been also the Interpretations of Portents: “κα4 @στιν @πη Μαντι-
κ , ,π�σα τε 1πελε? με!α κα4 (με�ς, κα4 1?ηγ7σεις 1π4 τ�ρασιν” (Paus. ..). Most
(:lxii–lxiii, –) relying on Athen. .ad, mentions among the works ascribed
to Hesiod also a poem on preserved foods: “ . . . , Λεων�δης @#η; Ε)!�δημ�ς , MΑ!ηνα�-
�ς, Eνδρες #�λ�ι, 1ν τN� περ4 ταρ�Jων �Ησ��δ�ν #ησι περ4 π ντων τ�ν ταριJευ�μ�νων
τ δ’ ε-ρηκ�ναι; Eμ#ακες μHν πρ�τ�ν στ�μα κ�κριται αντα κα4 !ι�ην, γνα!μ�ν _ν η)-
δ ?αντ� δυσε�μ�νες -J!υ��λ�ες . . . ”.
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 chapter two

The authorship of the poems seems to be, along with the question of
the poet’s date, one of the most discussed topics in Hesiod’s tradition
among ancient authors, especially in Hellenistic and later time. In fact,
the only poem which was unanimously thought to have been composed
by him was the Works and Days.143

The title iΕργα κα4 �Ημ�ραι is first attested by Lucian, but it had no
doubt been established earlier.144 The first known allusion to this poem
linked to its author Hesiod comes from Pindar who in Isthmian . f.
mentions Hesiod and refers to line  of the Works.145 Another early
reference to the poem is found in Aristophanes’ Frogs: “For consider from
the beginning how useful the noble poets have been. Orpheus showed
us mysteries, / . . . /, Hesiod the culture of the soil, the seasons of fruits,
ploughings (γ�ς 1ργασ�ας, καρπ�ν Vρας, 3ρ�τ�υς).”146 Also Plato cites
line  of our Works fairly closely as Hesiod’s.147 Imitations of the Works
and Days may date back to the th century bc: Ibycus’ allusion to Op.
– (especially lines  and –) seems quite plausible.148

Alcaeus may have alluded to Op. –, and Theognis to Op. –
,—but these allusions may just as well be derived from a common
tradition.149

Hellenistic authors often regarded the proem of the Works as an addi-
tion to the original epic: Praxiphanes obelized it saying that the poem
should be read starting from the account of the Strifes (i.e. from line ),
and Aristarchus is reported to have rejected the prelude, as well as
Crates who claimed the beginnings of both the Works and Theogony to

143 Paus. ..: “the Boeotians dwelling around Helicon hold the tradition that Hesiod
wrote nothing but the Works and Days.”

144 Luc. Dial. de Hes. , see also West :.
145 Pi. Isthm. .–.: / . . . /Λ μπων δH μελ�ταν /@ργ�ις jπ :ων �Ησι�δ�υ μ λα τιμbk

τ�6τ’ @π�ς, / υ/��σ� τε #ρ :ων παραινε� / . . . /, cf. Op. : / . . . /μελ�τη δH τ� @ργ�ν
j#�λλει.

146 Aristoph. Ran.  ff.
147 Pl. Charm. bc: �) μ�ντ�ι, @#ηA �)δH γε τ� 1ργ :εσ!αι κα4 τ� π�ιε�ν. iΕμα!�ν

γ8ρ παρ’ �Ησι�δ�υ, 0ς @#η @ργ�ν δ’ �)δHν εdναι eνειδ�ς, cf. Op. : @ργ�ν δ’ �)δHν
eνειδ�ς, 3εργ�η δH τ’ eνειδ�ς. Cf. also Pl. Epin. a in which the Works (or Astronomia)
may be referred to as a poem by Hesiod. Other authors who have referred to the Works
explicitly as a poem composed by Hesiod are Archias in Anth. Palat. ., Quintilian Inst.
.., Manilius ., , Plutarch Thes. ., Mor. d (with a citation of lines –),
ef (cit. ll. , , and ), e, and frr. ,  and  Sandbach; Dio Chrysostom Or.
. (cit. Op. ), “some” in Paus. .., and the Suda s.v. �Ησ��δ�ς.

148 Ibyc.  PMG, cf. Barron :.
149 Alc. fr. a L-P, see West : n. ; Theogn.  W.
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be ordinary hymns which could be attached to any poem.150 Pausanias
reports that the Boeotians refused to accept any other poem but the
Works as Hesiod’s and rejected the prelude to the Muses, probably on
the grounds that their own copy, written on a tablet of lead, did not con-
tain it.151 Plutarch who wrote a substantial (now lost) commentary on the
Works and Days agrees that it should begin with line  of our poem.152

He athetized also several other places, mostly on moral grounds (Op.
–, –, , –) and rejected, for unknown reasons,
Op. –, and –.153 Although Proclus claims that Plutarch
regarded the passage on the poet’s contest in Chalcis (Op. –) as
an interpolation, he certainly knew the tradition of the contest between
Homer and Hesiod at the funeral games of Amphidamas.154 Lines –
 of theWorkshe condemned as interpolated from Homer (Od. .,
Il. .).155 Modern commentators have generally accepted the proem
as well as the whole epic as Hesiod’s work.156

TheTheogony, Θε�γ�ν�α, as a formal title was fixed by the Hellenistic
time at latest, as it is attested by Chrysippus the Stoic (rd century bc).157

The allusions to the poem, however, go back to as early as the fifth cen-
tury: Bacchylides mentions Hesiod and cites a line of his,—although the
verse is not attested in extant versions of Hesiodic poems, the closest line
to it is found in Theogony –.158 Herodotus claims that Hesiod (be-
sides Homer) created the Hellenic theogony, keeping in mind probably
that particular epic poem.159 Among the Classical authors also Aristotle
cites the Theogony quite closely and links it with Hesiod.160

150 Praxiph. (fr. b Wehrli) and Aristarch. in Tz. Comm. in Hes. Op. ; Crates in Vita
Dion. Per. Chisian. ed. Colonna, Boll. Com. ., , . l. , cf. West :, Jacoby
:.

151 Paus. ...
152 Plut. Mor. e, but cf. [Plut.] fr.  Sandbach, which refers to Op. . Plutarch’s

commentary on Hesiod in at least four books is known from Gellius (NA ..).
153 West :.
154 Procl. scholia ad Op. – (Plut. fr.  Sandbach), but cf. Plut. Mor. f–a

and f–a.
155 cf. West :.
156 Leo :, West :. Contra: Lamberton : f.
157 Chrysipp. fr.  SVF ii..–
158 Bacchyl. Epin. . ff.
159 Hdt. .. Cf. also Simonides (ap. Gnomol. Vatic. Gr. ) who calls Hesiod “a

gardener /- - -/ for he told legends about gods and heroes,” referring thus probably to the
Theogony and Catalogue.

160 Arist.Met. A  p. a, cf. Th.  f., and . Later references and allusions to the
Theogony: Archias Anth. Pal. ., Manilius ., Plut. Mor. c, Dio Chrys. Or. .,
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Among the many commentaries and treatises written on theTheogony,
Zeno is known to have allegorically interpreted the poem and Aristoni-
cus is reported to have written a grammatical work on the [critical] signs
in theTheogony as well as in the Iliad andOdyssey.161 Some structural fea-
tures in theTheogony have puzzled commentators. The poem begins with
two separate proems, as lines – are the “Hymn to the Muses,” and
lines – the “Invocation of the Muses.” Crates athetized both on the
same ground as he athetized the proem of the Works.162 The poem in its
extant form has no proper ending either. The description of the genealo-
gies of the gods ends at the line . Next come a couple of transitional
lines (–) which introduce a passage of more than fifty lines on
the progeny of goddesses and mortal men (–). Again, at the very
end, lines – form another transition, this time to the genealo-
gies of the mortal women, the mothers of the heroes (γυναικ�ν #6λ�ν).
It may be that the poem (just like theWorks) grew in scope as it was being
composed and transmitted, and the part on the unions of goddesses and
mortal men was added to the end of the poem of the genealogies of the
gods.163

The Catalogue of Women, a poem in five books, was originally trans-
mitted probably as a continuation to the Theogony; its text followed the
transitional lines – of ourTheogony.164 It may have had an alter-
native title, Ehoeae, probably a derivation from the formula B �+η which

Lucian Dial. de Hes. , Suda s.v. �Ησ��δ�ς. Cf. also Pausanias who, under the influence of
“the Boeotians” doubts the Hesiodic authorship of the Theogony, see above p. .

161 Zeno fr.  SVF i., Suda s.v. MΑριστ�νικ�ς. About the transmission of the text,
see West :– and also :–.

162 Cf. references in p.  n. . Nowadays, however, the proem is regarded as a
genuine part of the Theogony (West : f.).

163 About the similar development of the Works cf. West :–. Further expan-
sion to the Theogony’s original form as composed by Hesiod was made by addition of
the transitional lines –, and the whole Catalogue in five books to the Theogony
(West :–). It has even been assumed that the Theogony itself is an extraordi-
narily expanded proem to the Catalogue of Women (Lamberton :). The common
opinion is that the Theogony is an earlier poem than the Works and Days. It has been pro-
posed by West that the Theogony was composed for the competition at the funeral games
of Amphidamas (:–). In that case the date of the Theogony depends on the date
of the Lelantine War.

164 Five books: Suda s.v. �Ησ��δ�ς. The relation to the Theogony: West :. The
references to the Catalogue: Apollonius in the Argum. Scuti , (Aristarchus) in schol. Il.
.b (see also West : with n. ), Dio Chrysost. Or. . f., Crates in schol.
Hes. Th. , Lucian Dial. de Hes. , POxy  recto –, Suda s.v. �Ησ��δ�ς; cf. also
Aristophanes Byz. in Argum. Scuti , Ael. VH ., Archias in Anth. Pal. ., Paus.
.. and .. (= Hes. fr.  MW), and Hirschberger : n. .
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introduces each new heroine and her genealogy. On the other hand, it
is argued that the Catalogue and Ehoeae were separate poems or two dif-
ferent sections of the same poem.165 Hellenistic commentators in general
seem to have had no doubts about the authorship of the poem: Apollo-
nius of Rhodes, Aristarchus, and Crates as well seem to have ascribed it
to Hesiod.166 However, Aelian, perhaps under the influence of “the Boeo-
tians” in Pausanias .., claims that the Catalogue is falsely attributed
to Hesiod.167

Stesichorus is said to have ascribed the Shield of Heracles to Hesiod.168

The Peripatetic Megaclides recognized the poem as a genuine work of
Hesiod, and so did Apollonius of Rhodes, on the ground of style and
from the fact that Iolaus figures both in the Shield and the Catalogue
(which he believed to be a Hesiodic poem as well).169 The Shield is
ascribed to Hesiod also by Epaphroditus who is reported to have written
an �Υπ�μνημα MΑσπ�δ�ς �Ησι�δ�υ, and by the Suda.170 Aristophanes
of Byzantium, on the other hand, suspected it to be a composition by
somebody else whose intention was to imitate the Homeric Shield of
Achilles.171 The Shield seems to have been transmitted with the text of the
Catalogue, since, according to its Argument, the beginning of the Shield
up to the fifty-sixth line belonged in the fourth book of the Catalogue.

Pherecydes of Athens was acquainted with the account of the death of
the seer Calchas, otherwise known from the Melampodia, which related
stories about famous seers, and was divided into at least three books.172

165 See Hirschberger : f. who gives a thorough overview of different modern
opinions.

166 See the references in n. .
167 Ael. VH ., Paus. ... See Hirschberger :– about modern opinions

of the authorship of the Catalogue. Dräger  argues against the view that the last sec-
tion of the Theogony and the Catalogue are post-Hesiodic works of the sixth century bc,
cf. Richardson : f.

168 Argum. Scuti . Davison maintains that Stesichorus may have named Hesiod in
connection with some incident or certain words which some later scholar recognized
as reproducing something which he found in the Shield, or even that Stesichorus’ words
unintentionally resembled those of the Shield (: f.). Even so, it was enough to give
rise to the opinion that Stesichorus believed it to be Hesiod’s work.

169 Megaclides and Apollonius in Argum. Scuti .
170 Epaphrod. in Et. Gud. ., . Sturz; Suda s.v. �Ησ��δ�ς. See also [Longin.] De

sublim. ..
171 Argum. Scuti . Modern commentators believe that the Shield is either composed

in the early sixth century (not by Hesiod), or is a traditional oral poem, elaborated to its
final form by the so called Hesiodic school (Davison :, Janko :,  f., West
:; Lamberton :, Most :lviii).

172 Pherec.  F . Melampodia as Hesiod’s poem: Str. .. () (= Hes. fr. 
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It is not clear, however, whether Pherecydes regarded Hesiod as the
author of the poem.

Even less is known of the other poems. The Ornithomanteia was
attached to the end of the Works until Apollonius Rhodius athetized
it.173 Five fragments are preserved from the Astronomy (or Astrology, as
Plutarch calls it) which dealt with constellations and the legends con-
nected with them.174 The Precepts of Cheiron, a didactic poem addressed
to Achilles by his teacher the centaur Cheiron, was apparently generally
accepted as Hesiodic until Aristophanes of Byzantium denied the attribu-
tion some time around  bc.175 Nothing certain is known of the struc-
ture, contents or transmission of the Great Works and the Great Ehoeae,
mentioned by several ancient authors.176 The Idaean Dactyls dealt proba-
bly with the discovery of metals and their working, and might have been
appended to the Great Works.177 The Aegimius (which was also ascribed
to Cercops of Miletus) was probably about the deeds of Heracles and the
Dorian king Aigimius.178 The Marriage of Ceyx was ascribed to Hesiod
with some hesitation by Athenaeus; Plutarch, however, thought it to be

MW), Athen. .e ( MW), .ab ( MW), .f ( MW), Paus. ..–
, Apollod. Bibl. .. ( MW), Clem. Alex. Strom. .. ( MW); cf. Str. .. f.
(–) ( MW).

173 Procl. schol. Hes. Op. . West has proposed that this poem might have been
Hesiod’s own expansion to Op.  where divination by birds is mentioned (:,
).

174 Manilius ., Plin.NH ., Athen. .cd, cf. also Pl.Epin. a, and Tz.Chil.
.–, cf. Plut. Mor. e–a.

175 Aristoph. Byz. in Quint. Inst. .., cf. Lamberton :. Other references to
the Precepts: Paus. .., schol. Pi. P. .. Evelyn-White places a verse attributed to
Hesiod and found in Plutarch’s Mor. cd among the fragments of Precepts (fr.  E–W).
In Merkelbach-West the verses are classified under Incertae sedis (fr.  MW).

176 Paus. .., Athen. .b, Procl. schol. Hes. Op. , schol. Arist. EN .. Modern
commentators have sometimes believed them to be Hesiodic or traditional poems sepa-
rate from the Works and the Ehoeae, or simply the longer versions of these poems (West
:,, : f., Evelyn-White :xx, Leo : f.; Lamberton :).

177 Plin.NH .., Clem. Alex. Strom. .., Suda s.v. �Ησ��δ�ς. Cf. Evelyn-White
:xx.

178 Athen. .d, Steph. Byz., p. . Meineke (fr.  MW). In Merkelbach-West
the verse which, according to Hereas ( F ), was expunged from Hesiod’s work by
Peisistratus, is placed among the fragments of Aegimius (fr.  MW). Cercops is called
the Pythagorean by Cicero (ND .), Epigenes (in Clem. Alex. Strom. .), and the
Suda (s.v. MQρ#ε�ς). In addition to theAigimius attributed to him by Athenaeus (.d),
the Orphic poems Hieroi Logoi /Hieros Logos and the Descent into Hades (perhaps the
same poem as the one about Theseus’ descent?) were ascribed to him (loci cit.). According
to Aristotle, Cercops had criticized Hesiod in his lifetime (fr.  R.).
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an obvious interpolation in the works of Hesiod.179 The Epithalamium of
Peleus and Thetis is thought to be a part of the Catalogue rather than an
independent poem.180 The rest of the works—Circuit of the Earth, Dirge
for Batrachus, Theseus’ Descent into Hades, Seercraft and the Ceramis—
are mere titles for us, as nothing of these poems has survived.181

As is seen, in the Classical period and earlier, Hesiod was believed
to have composed various didactic, genealogical, and heroic poems.
The doubts about his authorship, based mainly on the grounds of style,
arose only in the Hellenistic period, and as a result, several poems (the
Catalogue, Shield, Ornithomanteia, Precepts, Marriage of Ceyx) and parts
of the poems (the proems of the Works and Theogony) were detached
from Hesiod. The extreme view that only the Works and Days was a
genuine poem of Hesiod was shared among the Boeotians.

Treatises on Hesiod

Hesiod’s life, poetry and teachings were constantly and extensively dis-
cussed by commentators throughout antiquity.182 Most of the works are
lost, but of some at least the titles or something about the contents is
known. The following list of the titles and descriptions of treatises on the
subject gives a glimpse of the impressive scope of the ancient writings
and criticism on Hesiod.

Aristotle says that Cercops criticized the poet in the latter’s lifetime,
and Xenophanes after his death.183 The latter is reported to have com-
posed iambics attacking Hesiod and Homer and denouncing what they
said about the gods.184 Acusilaus (th c. bc) and Eumelus (th c. bc)185

were reported to have turned the works of Hesiod into prose and

179 Athen. b, Plut. Mor.  f.
180 Tz. in Lycophr. p. . Scheer, Hirschberger :.
181 Circuit of the Earth: Eph.  F , Str. .. (); the Dirge: Suda s.v. �Ησ��δ�ς; the

Descent: Paus. ..; the Ceramis: Pollux .. The latter poem was ascribed to Homer
by the Suda (s.v. PQμηρ�ς).

182 About the ancient scholarship and the transmission of the text of the Works and
Theogony see West (:–, :–) and Pfeiffer (:, , , , 
etc.).

183 Arist. fr.  R. About Cercops see above p.  n. .
184 Two of his critical fragments have come down to us: Xenoph.  B , , see also 

A . Fr.  and  might be called iambics by their content, by metre they are hexameters.
185 Eumelus of Corinth the epic poet rather than Eumelus the th/rd c. historian in

FGrHist , see Clem. Alex. Strom. ., Paus. .., Athen. .c, and Huxley :,
, Mosshammer :.
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presented them as their own, or amended the text in some way.186 Aristo-
tle dealt with Hesiod’s life and death at length in hisOrchomenian Consti-
tution and is reported to have written a treatise titled MΑπ�ρ7ματα �Ησι-
�δ�υ in at least two books.187 Among Diogenes’ list of the works of Hera-
cleides Ponticus is one on the age of Homer and Hesiod (Περ4 τ�ς �Qμ7-
ρ�υκα4 �Ησι�δ�υ(λικ�ας) in two books, perhaps the same treatise which
Chamaeleon claims to have been plagiarized from his own.188 Alcidamas
wrote upon Hesiod’s death in hisMuseum, and Ephorus gave the genealo-
gies of Hesiod and Homer in his Local History.189 Zeno is reported to
have given an (allegorical) interpretation of Hesiod’s Theogony, Philo-
chorus investigated the date of Homer and Hesiod, and the death of
Hesiod.190 There was also a treatise on Homer and Hesiod by the Hel-
lenistic grammarian Antidorus of Cyme, and a work on their poetry
by Hecataeus of Abdera.191 Zenodotus published a critical text of the
Theogony and also wrote a commentary on this poem.192 Aristophanes
of Byzantium discussed the authorship of Hesiod’s works, and probably
made a δι�ρ!ωσις at least of the Theogony.193 Eratosthenes had a work
called Hesiod in which he dealt with the poet’s death, and probably also
with his date and his knowledge in geography.194 Aristarchus edited both
the Theogony and the Works, and possibly wrote a commentary on them
as well.195 Demetrius Ixion is reported to have written a Commentary on
both Homer and Hesiod.196 Accius touched on the problem of the rel-
ative date of the two poets in his Didascalica, and among Aristonicus’
grammatical works is one on the critical signs in the Theogony of Hesiod
and in the Iliad and Odyssey.197 According to Gellius, Plutarch wrote a

186 Clem. Alex. Strom. .., Joseph. Contra Apion. ..
187 Arist. fr.  R. (Orchomenian Constitution), and  R. (MΑπ�ρ7ματα).
188 Heracl. fr.  Wehrli (ap. Diog. L. .), Chamael. fr.  Wehrli (ap. Diog. L. .).
189 Alcid. in Cert. –, Eph.  F .
190 Zeno fr.  SVF i., Philoch.  F , .
191 Schol. Dion. Thrac. p. . Hilg., Suda s.v. �Εκατα��ς. Nothing else is known about

these works.
192 Cf. schol. on Th. b2, c, and Suda s.v. sην�δ�τ�ς.
193 The existence of the critical edition of theTheogony by Aristophanes is inferred from

the schol. on Th. , see Pfeiffer :, and West : f. Cf. also schol. on Th. 
by Aristophanes.

194 Eratosth. in Cert. , in Str. .. () and in Vita Romana.
195 Cf. schol. on Th. , –, , a Di Gregorio; schol. on Op. a, –,

a Pertusi; Pfeiffer :, and West : with references.
196 Suda s.v. Δημ7τρι�ς: @γραψε δH π�λλ A /- - -/ ε-ς PQμηρ�ν 1?7γησιν, ε-ς �Ησ��δ�ν

,μ��ως.
197 Accius in Gell. NA .. f., Suda s.v. MΑριστ�νικ�ς.
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(now lost) Commentary on Hesiod, and he certainly referred frequently
to the poet’s life, reputation, works, and date.198 Also Pausanias mentions
Hesiod’s life and works many times.199 Another commentary on Hesiod
is known to have been written by Dionysius of Corinth (an epic poet of
the Roman period),200 and also by both Proclus and Tzetzes. In addition
to the commentary, the latter two authors wrote also a Prolegomena, Vita
Hesiodi, and many scholia on the poet’s works.201

. The date of Hesiod

Hesiod was too important a poet and linked with too important figures in
Greek story-telling to be left out from the chronological system when it
was in the making. The discussion about his date was in full swing already
in the time we have the earliest chronographical accounts in Greek his-
toriography. We hear the opinions about his date from Xenophanes, Hel-
lanicus, Damastes, Pherecydes, Herodotus, Heracleides Ponticus, Epho-
rus, the Marmor Parium, Apollodorus, Eusebius, et al.,—practically no
writer on early chronology could ignore the question of Hesiod’s date.
However, the chronographers of the Classical period seem to have had
nothing much to go on while trying to establish Hesiod’s time, apart from
his poems and the stories which linked him with “historical” and there-
fore perhaps datable events and persons.

At first, they tried the much used standard method and looked for the
clues in the poet’s own works. As we know, Hesiod claims in the Works
that he had sailed to the funeral games of Amphidamas the king of Chal-
cis on Euboea and participated in the song contest there.202 According
to the Certamen and Plutarch, Amphidamas was killed in a sea-battle in

198 Gell. NA .., cf. Plut. Numa ., Thes. ., Mor. ef, e–a, c–f, cd,
f–a, f, e, d, d, e, fr. *, ,  Sandbach.

199 Cf. Paus. ..., .., .., .. f., , .. f., .. f., .., –, ..,
..–, .. f.

200 Suda s.v. Δι�ν�σι�ς Κ�ρ�ν!ι�ς.
201 Proclus: Vita Hesiodi, Vita Homeri, Suda s.v. Πρ�κλ�ς, Prolegomena and scholia

in Gaisford’s edition of Hesiod. Tzetzes: Chil. .–, ., Exegesis and scholia
in Gaisford. There many extant scholia on Hesiod’s works also from other authors, for
example, by Apollonius of Rhodes (on Th. b), Crates (Th. , ), Didymus (Th.
, Op. b), Seleucus (Th. –, , , , Op. a, b, a, Scut. ),
Comanus (Op. a), etc.

202 Op. –.
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the course of the Lelantine War.203 It is possible that Plutarch and others
linked Amphidamas with the Lelantine War arbitrarily, simply taking this
figure of the ancient hero from the Works and placing him into the con-
text of an ancient war204 or they may have, perhaps, confused two men of
the same name, and Hesiod’s Amphidamas may have been, for example,
a relative, grandfather, or grandson of Plutarch’s Amphidamas.205 Alter-
natively, there may have been a tradition independent of the Works and
Days, a history (known to Plutarch) which linked the same Amphidamas
whom Hesiod mentions to the Lelantine War. However, if this tradi-
tion existed, it must have been chronographically useless, since ancient
authors seem not to have a clue when exactly the Lelantine War took
place, or when Amphidamas lived, except that it happened in Hesiod’s
lifetime.206

Consequently, chronographers had to turn to other stories. The person
with whom Hesiod most often was synchronised is Homer. The opinion
that they were contemporaries was current from the first half of the
fifth century at latest.207 The synchronism between Hesiod and Homer
relies, however, on the story of their contest at the funeral games of
Amphidamas, which took chronographers into a vicious circle and did
not help to find the date for Hesiod.

203 Cert. , Plut. Mor. f and fr.  Sandbach.
204 In the end of the eighth century (where the Lelantine War is usually located) Chalcis

was under the rule of the aristocratic family Hippobotae (Arist. ap. Str. .. ()),
and the fact that Amphidamas is called �ασιλε�ς in the Certamen has troubled some
commentators (cf. for example Cary in CAH1:iii.). But Amphidamas may well have
held the title �ασιλε�ς as a member of the Hippobotae, and not as a true monarch (West
: n. ).

205 Thus Janko :.
206 Thucydides says that the first sea-battle took place about two hundred and sixty

years before the end of the Peloponnesian War (..–), i.e. about  or  (cf.
Hornblower :–, Gomme :). As Amphidamas was said to have died in
a sea-battle (Plut. fr.  Sandbach), this ought to be later than this date, if Thucydides
was correct. The second part of the seventh century is a lower date than usually is
suggested for the Lelantine War. Usually the war is placed around the end of the eighth
and the beginning of the seventh century, although the consensus is not too strong.
About the Lelantine War, see Cary in CAH1:–, Boardman in CAH2:–,
Burn :–, : f. and –, Bradeen :–, Forrest :–,
Donlan :–, Parker :– with bibliography, Janko :–, Walker
:–, – and notes, et al.

207 See Hellanicus’ genealogy ( F b) in p. , Hdt. ., also Archemachus and
Euthymenes in Clem. Alex. Strom. .., Plut. Mor. f–a, f–a (in Mor.
d Plutarch says that Hesiod is second to Homer in time, but it may well mean just
that Hesiod was younger than Homer, their life-times overlapping), Cassius in Gell. NA
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The way out was to derive a date for Homer from other sources
and apply it to Hesiod on the grounds of the synchronism between
the two poets. Herodotus says that both poets lived but four hundred
years before himself, suggesting thus the date around , but does not
explain why he chose that particular date for the poets.208 Thucydides,
the younger contemporary of Herodotus says that only a little more than
four hundred years separates his time from the law-giving in Sparta, i.e.
from Lycurgus.209 Herodotus and Thucydides may have had the same 
years in mind, derived from the old story that Lycurgus met Homer in
Chios just before he returned to Sparta and began his law-giving career.210

In that case, both poets were dated according to Lycurgus. Ephorus
who is the earliest known author to report the story of the meeting of
Homer and Lycurgus, had Hesiod and Homer roughly contemporaries,
Hesiod being one generation older than his cousin.211 Following the
Spartan chronology according to which Lycurgus belonged to the sixth
generation after Procles the ancestor of Spartan kings, Ephorus must
have placed Lycurgus and Homer approximately to  bc.212 His date
for Hesiod, one generation earlier, must have been therefore  or
thereabouts.213

.., Varro in Gell. NA .., Vita Hesiodi . Also Lesches probably regarded them
contemporaries, as he seems to have referred to their contest, see p. .

208 Hdt. .. Herodotus’ emphatic claim that what he has said of their date is his own
opinion, indicates that a lively discussion on this matter was going on in the first part of
the fifth century.

209 Thuc. ...
210 Eph.  F ., Ael. VH . (Lycurgus meets Homer and takes his poems

with him to Peloponnese); Arist. fr. . R., Plut. Lyc. .– (Lycurgus receives the
epics from Creophylus’ descendants). Cf. Pl. Hipp. bc and Ael. VH . (Hipparchus
brings the Homeric epics to Athens), Heliod. in schol. Dion. Thrax (see Allen :,—
Peisistratus collects and arranges Homer’s works).

211 Eph.  F , a. West (:) observes that until the latter part of the fourth
century bc several authors named the poets in the order Hesiod—Homer: Hdt. .,
Hipp.  B  DK, Aristoph. Ran.  ff., Pl. Apol. a, Rep. a, d, b, Gorgias
 B  DK, Hell.  F , Dam.  F , Pherec.  F . West argues that this may
show the tendency to date Hesiod earlier than Homer. However, there are several other
authors who name the poets in the opposite order (Homer—Hesiod): Xenoph.  B ,
Hellanicus, Damastes and Pherecydes loc. cit. (pace West), and Arist. fr.  R. Thus, the
order of the names of Hesiod and Homer in the works of ancient authors is not regular.

212 See Jacoby’s commentary to  F . Another account from Ephorus ( F )
leads to this period as well: Homer lived  years before the first Olympic Games, i.e.
ca.  / .

213 There is no reason to believe that Ephorus synchronized Hesiod directly with
Lycurgus. The person whom he connected with the Spartan law-giver was Homer, and
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According to the Marmor Parium, Homer lived  years before the
Marmor’s base date of  / , thus in  /  B.C, and Hesiod about 
years (one generation) earlier than Homer, in the year of .214 The latter
figures are in the same relation as the ones in Ephorus, only with a shift of
one generation earlier. Therefore, the Marmor’s dates are based probably
on Ephorus’ calculations and on the synchronisms Homer—Lycurgus,
and Homer—Hesiod.215

Also Apollodorus synchronized Homer with Lycurgus. He accepted
Eratosthenes’ dates for the Trojan War () and the Ionian migration
() but he did not accept his date of Homer ().216 Instead, he
put Homer’s akme a hundred years after the Ionian migration, to ,
probably in order to preserve the synchronism between Homer and
Lycurgus.217 If Homer’s akme was in , he had to be born around 
and the year of his death would have been around .218 Apollodorus’
date for Hesiod’s death is  / , i.e.  years after Homer’s death.219

Since Hesiod does not mention the Olympic Games in his poetry, the
 /  may have been regarded as the latest possible date for Hesiod.220

If Hesiod died in , his akme must have been around , and his birth
around .221

since he placed Hesiod in the previous generation from Homer, he must have believed
that Hesiod lived one or two generations earlier than Lycurgus.

214 Marmor Ep. , . Another author who held (for unknown reasons) Hesiod to be
earlier than Homer, was L. Accius (ap. Gell. NA ..).

215 See Jacoby’s commentary toMarmor  F –, and Mosshammer :–.
Moreover, on the Marmor Homer’s name stands immediately before Pheidon the king of
Argos, whose date is most probably synchronised with Lycurgus. See Kõiv :.

216 About Eratosthenes’ calculations, see p.  n. .
217 Apollod.  F .
218 Jacoby :, Mosshammer :–.
219 Apollod.  F  ap. Solin. .–. See Jacoby : ff., Mosshammer

: f. Jacoby has suggested (:), that Apollodorus reached the conviction that
Homer was earlier than Hesiod by comparing their knowledge of geography: cf. Str. ..–
 (–). Other authors who regarded Homer as earlier than Hesiod: Xenoph.  B
, Arist. fr.  R., Philoch. in Gell. NA .., Heracl. Pont. in Vita Hom. vi, Poseidon.
ap. Tz. Exeg. in Il. p. ., Cic. Cat. mai. , Plut. Mor. d (but cf. Mor. f–a and
f–a), Porph. ap. Suda s.v. �Ησ��δ�ς, Procl. Chrest. p.  Allen, Velleius .., Vita
Hesiodi .

220 Thus Jacoby :, followed by Mosshammer (:). Cf. Solin. .: inter
quem (sc. Homerum) et Hesiodum poetam, qui in auspiciis olympiadis primae ( / )
obiit, centum triginta octo anni interfuerunt.

221 Provided that his life-time was about  years, as it was believed to have been in
Homer’s case (see Mosshammer :). If Hesiod reached extreme old age, as the
proverb τ� �Ησι�δει�ν γ�ρας suggests, say, to be  years old, his birth-date would go
up to the first quarter of the ninth century.
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Eusebius had two dates for Hesiod:  and  /  (Ol..). The first
coincides closely with the Apollodoran akme for Hesiod and is probably
based on it.222 The other date,  /  for Hesiod, is probably based on
Sosibius’ calculation, according to which Homer floruit in the eighth
year of Charillus’ reign ( / ),—exactly one hundred years before the
Eusebian date for Hesiod.223 Therefore, also this opinion has its roots in
the synchronism between Homer and Lycurgus.224

Cassius, on the other hand, believed the poets to have lived more than
 years after the fall of Troy.  years in question is probably four
generations ( × ), and four generations was the span of time which
was usually assumed to have been between fall of Troy and the start of the
Ionian migration. Therefore, Cassius’ date may refer to the date  bc
which Eratosthenes calculated for the Ionian migration,—another event
Homer was frequently synchronized with.225 Among those who believed
that Homer lived at the time of the Ionian migration, was Aristotle.226

For Hesiod he had, however, a much later date as he accepted the story
that Stesichorus was his son.227 Aristotle synchronized Stesichorus with

222 Apollod.  F . Eusebius used Porphyry as his source, see Porph.  F .
According to the Suda, Porphyry dated Homer  years before the first Olympiad, or
 years after the Trojan War which makes  bc (– =  + ). Porphyry
computed  years between the fall of Troy and the first Olympiad (Suda s.v. PQμηρ�ς).
He also accepted  years as an interval between Homer and Hesiod, and therefore
 bc resulted as an akme for Hesiod. See Mosshammer : ff.

223 Sosibius  F .
224 Jacoby :–, Mosshammer :.
225 Cassius in Gell. NA ... In calculating the date of the Trojan War, Eratosthenes

( F ) used the list of Spartan kings, which goes back to the return of the Heracleids.
The first king in that list is Eurysthenes, whose reign began in . Knowing from Thucy-
dides (..) that the Heracleids returned to Peloponnese eighty years (two generations)
after the fall of Troy, Eratosthenes fixed the last year of the Trojan War in  ( + ).
The Ionian migration took place two thirty-years-long generations after the return of
the Heracleids, thus  ( –  × ). See Jacoby :–. Eratosthenes’ date for
Homer was one hundred years after the Trojan War ( F ab with Jacoby’s commentary
ad loc.).

The Vita Hesiodi  transmits an opinion that Hesiod lived at the beginning of the
thirty-five years long archonship of Archippus, and Homer at the end of it. According
to Castor of Rhodes ( F .–), however, Archippus’ rule lasted nineteen years,
starting in  / , and the reign of his father Acastus lasted  years, implying thus that
the date of the poets in the source of Vita Hesiodi may originally have perhaps referred
to the time of Acastus instead of Archippus. This would lead us again to the synchronism
Homer—Ionian migration. Hesiod’s date would be one generation or about thirty years
earlier, ca.  bc

226 Arist. fr.  R, and also Aristarch. in Clem. Alex. Strom. . and in [Plut.] Vita
Hom. ii. Cf. also Bacchyl. fr.  Sn.-M., “the school of Crates” in [Plut.] Vita Hom. ii.

227 Arist. fr. ,  R. Aristotle did not, therefore, accept the strand of tradition that
the poet Hesiod contested with at Chalcis, was Homer. See also above, p. . Euthymenes
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Phalaris the tyrant of Acragas, which was was founded a little before
 bc228 Therefore, Stesichorus’ akme would fall in the first part of the
sixth entury, around – bc.229 Consequently, Hesiod, if he fathered
Stesichorus, must have lived in the latter part of the seventh century
according to Aristotle’s calculation.230 With Hesiod Aristotle synchro-
nized the Pythagorean or Orphic poet Cercops.231

We can see that ancient authors used in their search for the date of
Hesiod mainly the story of the song contest which gave the synchronism
Hesiod-Homer, and the story of Hesiod’s death which linked him with
Stesichorus. For Homer’s date they used either the synchronism between
him and Lycurgus (whose date was usually calculated according to the
chronology of the Spartan kings) or followed the account that Homer was
born at the time of the Ionian migration. Since the stories about Stesi-
chorus, Homer and Lycurgus suggested diverse chronologies, the dates
the chronographers derived for Hesiod were contradictory, covering the
span of time from the tenth to the seventh century.

Modern commentators cling to the reference about Amphidamas in
the Works and his alleged link to the Lelantine War as to almost the only
existing hint to the real date of the poet.232 Nothing certain is known
about the war, except that it took place between Eretria and Chalcis

(th c. bc) said that the poets (whom he apparently believed to have been contemporaries)
lived two hundred years (or  ×  generations) after the fall of Troy, which may be the
Aristotelian akme for Homer (Euthym.  F  ap. Clem. Alex. Strom. ..).

228 Stesichorus warned the Himereans against giving military authority to Phalaris
(Rhet. .b–). Aristotle had studied Phalaris’ tyranny: see Pol. b. Other
sources too locate Stesichorus usually between the second part of the seventh century to
the first part of the sixth century, see p.  below. The foundation of Acragas: Thuc. ..,
see also Burn :, Dunbabin :, –. Aristotle, to whom this foundation
date was accessible in the writings of Antiochus of Syracuse or in Thucydides, is not likely
to have placed Stesichorus any earlier than that (Huxley :).

229 For more about Stesichorus’ date see p.  below.
230 Kõiv, in his A note on the dating of Hesiod (yet unpublished), has pointed out that

the middle part of the seventh century for Hesiod (suggested by Aristotle) may have
been supported by an opinion that Homer flourished at the time of Archilochus and
Gyges (see Tatian. adv. Graec. , Theopompus  F , Euphorion in Clem. Alex.
Strom. .). Accordingly, his song contest with Hesiod must also have taken place
at that time. Archilochus reference to the “lords of Euboea” (fr.  W) may have led to
the synchronism between Archilochus and the Lelantine war. Since Archilochus was
known as a contemporary of Gyges (fr. ), a set of synchronisms was formed between
Hesiod, Homer, the Lelantine war, Archilochus and Gyges. More about the synchronism
Archilochus-Gyges in p.  below.

231 Arist. fr.  R.
232 There have been doubts, however, whether Amphidamas was a historical person at

all, see Cary in CAH1 iii:, Boardman in CAH2 iii.:.
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who both had many allies.233 The war is thought to have arisen out of
colonising activity, and has been dated by combining Plutarch’s reference
that Amphidamas took an active part in a sea-battle with Aristotle’s
statement that most of the fighting between Chalcis and Eretria was done
by cavalry.234 Both, active kings and the beginning of the usage of cavalry
in a battle point to the th century. According to ancient authors, there
were several conflicts between different colonies in the latter part of the
th century, which might have been linked to this war.235 All the signs of
conflict and collaboration seem to have ranged between about  and
, and the end of the th century is now often accepted as the date of
the Lelantine War.236 Therefore, if Amphidamas took part in this war and
was a contemporary of Hesiod, then we have ca.  bc for the latest date
for Hesiod.

Hesiod as the author of the Works and Days (and the Theogony) has
been placed at the end of the th century on the base of style and dic-
tion of the poems as well. It has been argued that although Hesiod used
Homeric vocabulary and formulae, his way of thinking is closer to the
early philosophers and lyric poets than to Homer. Consequently, it has
been suggested that Hesiod composed his poems later than Homer.237

These considerations, however, have lost much of their value, as it has
been pointed out that both Hesiod and Homer used common formulae
from the oral epic tradition.238 In addition, the terminus ante  bc for
Hesiod has been conjectured on the basis of the (possible) imitations and
allusions to his poetry made by the poets of the th century (Archilochus,
Tyrtaeus, Semonides of Amorgus), but most of the parallels may simply
be formulaic phrases from the oral tradition.239 West has argued for a
slightly later terminus ante quem for Hesiod, namely the beginning of
the th century, on the grounds that the first certain imitation of Hes-
iod is made only by Alcaeus.240 West suggests the interval approximately

233 Thuc. .., Hdt. .. Cf. Forrest :–, Cary in CAH1 iii:–, Burn
:, Boardman in CAH2 iii.:–.

234 Plut. Mor. f, Arist. Pol. b. See Forrest , Parker , Walker .
235 Hdt. ., ., ., Plut. Mor. e–a, b, Paus. .. Cf. Forrest : ff.,

Cary in CAH1 iii: ff.
236 See p.  n. .
237 RE s.v. Hesiodos.
238 West :–, et al.
239 RE s.v. Hesiodos; Janko :.
240 Alc. fr.  ~ Op. –. West adds, however, that there are several earlier

probable or possible allusions: Epimenides (fr.  ~ Th. ), Mimnermus (fr. . ~ Op.
, fr. . ~ Th. ), Semonides of Amorgus (fr.  ~ Op. –, fr. .– ~ Th. ,
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between – for the date of Hesiod. On the base of linguistic con-
siderations Janko has brought Hesiod (or the works ascribed to Hesiod)
down to an even a later time, the first half of the th century.241

. Formulaic themes and Orphic/Pythagorean
influences in Hesiod’s tradition

Formulaic themes

Several traditional topics were mentioned in the section about the story
of Hesiod’s death: the misinterpreted oracle, the poet as a healer, the
animal-helpers, exceptionally long life, and the tendency to associate
famous poets with each other in biographical traditions. In addition
to those, however, there are still more formulaic themes found in the
tradition of Hesiod.

One of these is the divine origin of Hesiod. His father’s ancestors
were allegedly Atlas, Poseidon, Apollo, Calliope and Orpheus, and his
grandfather on his mother’s side was Apollo.242 It is not surprising to find
Orpheus, Apollo and Calliope, the divinities connected to poetry and
song, among Hesiod’s ancestors. Orpheus may, on the other hand, have
been inserted in the lineage of Hesiod by the Orphic poets who seem to
have had an important role in developing Hesiod’s biographical tradition.
The reason for the inclusion of Atlas and Poseidon in Hesiod’s pedigree
remains obscure. It is worth mentioning, however, that Zeus does not
figure in any surviving genealogy of Hesiod, which means that ancient
authors probably did not understand Op.  (Π�ρση, δ��ν γ�ν�ς . . . )
as a reference to Zeus as an ancestor of Perses and Hesiod.243 Hesiod’s
genealogies contain also Chariphemus the oikistes of Cyme, and poets
Linus, Melanopus, and Homer.

Another motif in the tradition of Hesiod common to the traditions
of other poets and also of heroes is his father’s forced leaving or fleeing
from his home town Cyme in Asia Minor; especially if the departure

), Tyrtaeus (fr. .– ~ Op. –, fr. . ~ Op. ) and Archilochus (fr.  ~
Th. –), see West :.

241 Ca. – bc (Janko :, cf. his discussion of Hesiod’s date on the base of
the date of Lelantine War and allusions made by Semonides in pp. –).

242 Orpheus was Hesiod’s forefather in Hellanicus et al. genealogy ( F ,  F , 
F ). Atlas: in the Suda s.v. �Ησ��δ�ς, Poseidon, Apollo, and Calliope: in Cert.  and .

243 Pace West : ad v. .
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was caused not by “wretched poverty” as Hesiod himself explains, but
because of a murder of a kinsman as the Cymean historian Ephorus has
claimed.244 True, in myths the person exiled is usually the hero himself
and in Hesiod’s case it was the father of the “hero,” but the motif is
recognisably the same.245

A common feature in traditions of seers and poets is their poetic or
mantic initiation, like that of Hesiod by the Muses,—see, for example,
the stories about Homer, Stesichorus, Archilochus.246

Taking part in song contests is another recurring feature in the sto-
ries of the seers and poets. Of course, it is expected that good poets had
competitions, but since Hesiod’s opponent at the contest was tradition-
ally the most famous poet of all times, Homer, the story comes closer to
archetypal legend. We know the parallel stories of two other great epic
poets, Arctinus and Lesches, competing in song, and of two important
seers, Calchas and Mopsus, having a riddle-competition in Clarus near
Colophon.247 Aristophanes tells about the competition of Aeschylus and
Euripides, which may indicate that stories of contests between the highly
esteemed poets were common enough in the tradition of poetic biogra-
phy.248

Virgil informs us that Hesiod could charm ash trees down the moun-
tain sides with his song, possessing thus power over natural phenom-
ena.249 Comparable accounts are found in traditions of Orpheus, Melano-
pus, Amphion, Pythagoras and Homer.250 Hesiod was actually referred to
as a seer: according to Pausanias, the Boeotians believed that the poet had
learnt seercraft from the Acarnanians.251

And finally, Hesiod lives up to the poets’ reputation of dying under
unusual circumstances: he was killed by the brothers of the girl he loved.
Other poets’ fate was not better: Orpheus was torn to pieces by the
Thracian maenads, Homer died of sadness over failure to solve a riddle,
Aeschylus was killed by a falling tortoise, Euripides was torn apart and

244 Eph.  F .
245 For examples and references see p. .
246 For more see p. .
247 Phaenias  F , Hes. fr.  MW. More in p. .
248 Aristoph. Ran.  ff.
249 Verg. Eclog. .–.
250 See p. .
251 Paus. ...
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eaten by the descendants of the Macedonian hounds, Anacreon was
choked by a grape-seed, Hipponax starved to death, Sappho commited
suicide, and so on.252

Orphic and Pythagorean influences in Hesiod’s tradition

As is noted above, the story of Hesiod’s death seems to have been closely
connected to Orphic stories and derives possibly from the Peplos, com-
posed probably close to the end of the Archaic era.253 Considering this
against the background of other apparently Orphic and Pythagorean
traits in Hesiod’s biography, it seems probable that this account was
essentially shaped by Orphic or Pythagorean poets. There are several
small details in Hesiod’s tradition which cumulatively may point to Or-
phic origin. First, Orpheus figures in Hesiod’s genealogies.254 Secondly,
several book-titles can be found in both: the Descent into Hades was
ascribed to Hesiod, Orpheus, or to a Sicilian Orphic poet Orpheus of
Camarina.255 The Theogony and Astrology were too sometimes ascribed
to the latter poet.256 Even the Works figure in both traditions: accord-
ing to Proclus and Tzetzes, Hesiod composed his poem because he did
not agree with the Georgia written by Orpheus.257 Next, a Pythagorean
called Cercops is recorded to have criticized Hesiod in his lifetime.258 We
know that Hesiod’s body was brought to land at the time of the feast of
Ariadne.259 Since Ariadne was the wife of Dionysus the god so impor-
tant to the Orphic poets, the allusion to her in the story may not be

252 For more see p. .
253 See p. .
254 See the genealogies by Hellanicus and theCertamen in p.  and , and also Charax’

genealogy of Homer in p. .
255 Suda s.v. MQρ#ε�ς and MQρ#ε]ς Καμαρινα��ς. See also DGRBM s.v. Orpheus.
256 Suda s.v. MQρ#ε]ς Καμαρινα��ς.
257 VitaHesiodi  (Proclus), p.  Gaisford: @τι δH πρ�ς 3ντιδιαστ�λ%ν τ�ν τ�6 μεγ λ�υ

MQρ#�ως @ργων κα4 (μερ�ν, Bτ�ι τ�ν περ4 γεωργ�ας. See frr. – Bernabé about
Orphic Georgia, and also frr. – and  Bernabé about the Orphic Ephemerides
and Orphic personification of Dike (cf. Op. –). In Tzetzes’ version of the Vita
Hesiodi (ch. , p.  Gaisford) the beginning of the Georgia is given. Since it matches
with the beginning of Maximus’ poem Περ4 ΚαταρJ�ν, several modern commentators
have concluded that Maximus’ poem became attached to Orpheus in late antiquity, see
Hermann :viii, Kroll in RE s.v. Maximus (vol. xiv:), Wilamowitz :, West
:. Lobeck (:i..– with n. [m]) and Kern (:) have suggested that
Maximus plagiarized the old Orphic Georgia.

258 Arist. fr.  R. About Cercops see above p.  n. .
259 Alcid. in Cert. .
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entirely insignificant. Besides Hesiod, also Arion the “inventor” of the
dithyramb, a choral lyric genre connected with the worship of Diony-
sus, was brought to land by dolphins.260 Moreover, according to a leg-
end, Dionysus himself once changed the pirates who wanted to rob him
into dolphins.261 Thus, the reference to dolphins in the story of Hes-
iod’s death may be, perhaps, a trace of an Orphic tradition of Dionysus.
And finally, in the Orphic context also Clymene, the name of Hesiod’s
mother may have been a significant name. According to Pherecydes, Cly-
mene was one of the daughters of Minyas. Her sisters were Periclymene,
Eteoclymene and Persephone,—variability which points to the synony-
mous meaning of the names.262 Lasus refers to the link between Clymene
(Persephone/Core) and the Realm of Death, saying that Core was a wife
of Clymenus, i.e. Hades; and Persephone was believed to be the mother of
the Orphic god Dionysus-Zagreus.263 Additionally, as has been discussed
above, the reference to Hesiod’s double youth and a double burial sounds
Orphic or Pythagorean. Could it be that there was a tradition that Hesiod
died, went to Hades and came back to this world as he was given another
life? The story would at least in some points remind one of Theseus’ and
Peirithous’ descent to Hades, which was believed to be the topic of one
of the poems ascribed to both Hesiod and Orpheus. Cf. also Pythago-
ras’ descent to Hades where he saw the souls of Hesiod and Homer being
tortured for what they had said about gods.264 One more possible hint
to the Pythagorean influence is found in Homer’s genealogy by Charax,
which includes a name Euphemus recorded also in Iamblichus’ list of
early Pythagoreans.265 Even though Hesiod is not mentioned in Charax’
genealogy, it is certainly the same Cymean lineage known by Hellanicus
and others.

The Orphics and the Pythagoreans as the compilers of theogonies
were certainly highly interested in Hesiodic theogonic poetry.266 They
must have known it well, and may also have preserved, performed and
transmitted it in some way.267 Their attention may have consequently

260 Pi. O. .–, Hell.  F , Arist. fr.  R.
261 See HyDion. (); Pi. fr. ; Eur. Cyclops , Apollod. Bibl. .– etc.
262 Pherec.  F b.
263 Lasus ap. Athen. .e, fr.  Kern.
264 Hieron. Rhod fr.  Wehrli, ap. Diog. L. ..
265 VP , see also p. .
266 See also Bruno Currie .
267 Cf. also the possible references to the Hesiodic school by Aristotle (Met. B  p. 

a ) and Pollux (.).
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turned also to the author of these works, and the biograpical tradition of
Hesiod, or part of it, may have been shaped by the Orphic poets and the
Pythagoreans in South Italy in the latter part of the sixth century bc.268

The Orphic/Pythagorean version of Hesiod’s life must have contained at
least the story of Hesiod’s origin (cf. the Orphic genealogy of the poet,
which may be influenced by the Pythagorean idea of metempsychosis)
and the story of his death (including the assumption that Stesichorus was
his son).269

. Two modern views on the tradition of Hesiod

Similarly to other biographical traditions about early poets, the tradition
of Hesiod has usually been studied exclusively from the point of view
of its reliability as a source for obtaining historical data about the poet.
Much less attention has been devoted to the tradition itself, although it
seems vital to assess its formation and development if we want to estimate
its validity;—one cannot evaluate a source without first investigating its
origin and nature.

Two scholars, Mary Lefkowitz and Robert Lamberton, have taken a
deeper look into the nature and origin of the Hesiodic biographical tradi-
tion. Lefkowitz suggests that Hesiod has provided a “professional” biog-
raphy in his works, and that he mentioned only those facts of his life
which in some way could prove helpful to demonstrate to Perses and
the audience the right way of living, and to explain why they ought to
trust his advice, i.e. from where he obtained his knowledge. According
to Lefkowitz, the Perses of Hesiod’s poem is an ideal person, a Silent Lis-
tener, to whom the Works and Days, a poem about the need for justice
and hard work in human life, is addressed. Lefkowitz proceeds saying that
the father of Hesiod and Perses is mentioned only as an exemplum of a
man who earns a living by merchant shipping. Hesiod has no intention
of describing himself as a person: his aim is merely to establish his poetic
authority. The biographers of Hesiod, wishing to increase the importance
of the poet and to create a more personal account of his life, took advan-
tage of clues they found in the poems, added some material (invented by

268 Cf. the influence of Theagenes on the development of Homer’s biographical tradi-
tion, see p.  n. .

269 Cf. the numerous biographical links with the Pythagoreans in the tradition of
Stesichorus, see p. .
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them or earlier authors), elaborated and expanded the stories, and grad-
ually built up the biography. Thus, according to Lefkowitz, the develop-
ment of the biographical tradition of Hesiod was a prolonged process,
which began in the fifth century when Thucydides mentions that Hesiod
was believed to have died by fulfilling the prediction of an oracle; and
had, according to an epigram attributed to Pindar, lived a second life.270

Lefkowitz suggests that the biography was in its main part established by
the second century ad, and embellished further to the very end of antiq-
uity.271

However, several aspects in Lefkowitz’ argumentation can be ques-
tioned. According to her, Alcidamas (th c. bc) extended the passage
in Op. – about the song contest in Chalcis to make it the con-
test between Hesiod and Homer. Other scholars have, however, traced
the story back to the fifth and sixth century.272 Furthermore, Plutarch
appears to quote the cyclic poet Lesches in connection with the con-
test, which would take the story back to the seventh century.273 Secondly,
Lefkowitz suggests that the story of the poet’s death, which was based on
Op. – and on the reference of Thucydides, was elaborated by Alci-
damas, and further by Aristotle and Philochorus, who added the detail
that the son born to the girl Hesiod had seduced was Stesichorus.274 The
compiler of Vita Hesiodi points out that the source of the account which
mentions Stesichorus as the son of Hesiod and Ctimene, was the author
of the Peplos, possibly Brontinus or Zopyrus.275 In that case, the account
that Stesichorus was the son of Hesiod and the seduced girl, and most
probably the whole story of the Hesiod’s death, had to be known already
in the th century, long before Alcidamas’ and Thucydides’ lifetime. All
this suggests the possibility that there existed a much earlier version of
the story than the one by Alcidamas. Also a genealogy which gives the
poet’s father as Dios and makes Hesiod Homer’s cousin is already found
in the fifth century, in Hellanicus, Damastes and Pherecydes, and not
just in Ephorus (who lived about a hundred years later), as proposed by
Lefkowitz.276 Moreover, although Eratosthenes is the first to claim that

270 Thuc. .., Pi. ap. Suda s.v. τ� �Ησι�δει�ν γ�ρας, Vita Hesiodi .
271 Lefkowitz :–.
272 See p.  ff.
273 Plut. Mor. f–a. About Lesches’ authorship, see p. .
274 Alcidamas in Cert. –, Arist. fr.  R., Philoch.  F .
275 Vita Hesiodi . About Brontinus and Zopyrus see p.  n. .
276 Hell.  F b, Damastes  F , Pherec.  F . Also, it is not probable, paceLefkowitz,

that the account of the loyal dog replaced the miraculous dolphins of an earlier version,
since both dog and dolphins figure in Plutarch’s version and have different roles in the
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the killers were the sons of Ganyctor, Ganyctor himself already figures
in the version known by Aristotle as one of the murderers of the poet
and a son of Phegeus.277 Furthermore, a Ganyctor is known from the
Euboean tradition as the son of the Chalcidean king Amphidamas and
as one of the judges of the contest of Hesiod and Homer.278 If the story
of the contest has its beginnings in the sixth or seventh century as is
argued above, then Ganyctor is hardly an invention of the late Classical
scholars.279 Altogether, it seems that Lefkowitz has several times ignored
or over-readily dismissed the data that point to an earlier dating of the
tradition than she is inclined to posit.

A different, analytical view on the development of Hesiod’s biographical
tradition is taken by Robert Lamberton.280 He argues that the Hesiodic
poems are a creation of many anonymous illiterate improvising singers
who manipulated and rearranged traditional material, eventually devel-
oping it into something close to what we have. These poems, originally
produced by oral poets, were written down, performed and transmitted
by non-creative rhapsodes. The poems were originally anonymous and
not connected to any special region, just like the Homeric poems. The
singers who performed the poems ascribed to Hesiod would have told
stories about their alleged author to the audience, and so, on the basis of
more or less authentic tradition, or simply owing to the creative imagi-
nation of the rhapsodes, many different short biographies were formed.
Hesiod in the poems is a figure of convention rather than a historical
individual and was not originally linked with the poems. He entered
the texts as we know them with the proems, which contain most of the
autobiographical data (the poet’s name, for example), topographic ref-
erences (Boeotian toponyms, except for Ascra and Helicon) and Muse-
cult material. Lamberton suggests that the proems (and Hesiod) were
attached to the text of the poems only in the Hellenistic period, after

story. The dog recognizes the murderers, the dolphins carry the body of Hesiod to the
shore.

277 Eratosth. fr.  Powell, Arist. fr.  R. About the story of Hesiod’s death see p. .
278 Cert. .
279 Lefkowitz says: “Plutarch’s views about Hesiod’s date caused him to remove from

his text as ‘nonsense’ Hesiod’s account of the contest at Chalcis and the dedication of
his tripod (fr.  Sandbach).” In fact, in Mor. f–a and in Mor. f–a Plutarch
explicitly says that the contest took place in Chalcis, at the funeral games of Amphidamas,
between no one else but Homer and Hesiod, and thus seems to regard the poets as
contemporaries and the passage in Op. as a genuine part of Hesiod’s work.

280 Lamberton :–.
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the Thespians had established the festival of the Muses in Helicon, and
institutionalised the poems and the persona of their singer. Once that
had happened and the powerful institution was constantly reminding
the Hellenistic reading public of the association of Hesiod, the Muses
and Boeotian topography, a convenient biography was selected for the
occasion among the many short, early rhapsodic biographies, and it was
further elaborated and eventually transmitted as part of the text of the
poems.

There again are inaccuracies in the argument. Not all autobiographical
information in Hesiod’s poems comes from proems. The account that
Hesiod’s father used to be a seafaring trader, and was forced to leave his
native town Cyme in Aeolis and to settle in Ascra near Helicon, comes in
Op. –. The verse on the basis of which the name of Hesiod’s father
entered the tradition is Op. . The poet mentions his son in Op. .
Lamberton claims that without the proems we no longer have a Hesiod
with a special devotion to the Muses, and believes that the passage in the
Works and Days ( ff.) in which the poet claims to have dedicated a
tripod to the Heliconian Muses and to have learned a song from them on
Helicon is just an aition for the artefact actually displayed at the festival of
the Muses. Yet, Alcidamas, who wrote about the contest between Homer
and Hesiod, knew the story of how Hesiod went to Chalcis and won a
tripod. Alcidamas’ version (or some earlier version of the story known
to him) of the contest was evidently inspired by the verses of the Works.
Thus it seems probable that the story of the dedication of the tripod to
the Muses by Hesiod was already known to Alcidamas at latest. Hence it
must have been in the fourth century or earlier, and not in the Hellenistic
period, that the particular verses and probably the whole Works as we
know it were ascribed to Hesiod. Given the amount of biographical
material in the poems outside the proems, it is hardly plausible that the
poems remained anonymous before the establishment of the festival of
the Heliconian Muses, as Lamberton claims.

. Conclusion

An extensive part of the biography is undoubtedly based on the poet’s
own works: details such as his father’s former homeland and profession
and his departure from Cyme to their new home Ascra, the poet’s conflict
with his brother over their father’s inheritance, and his participation in a
song contest in Chalcis are drawn from the Works and Days; and, using
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a traditional formulaic theme of mantic or poetic initiation, he gives an
account of his encounter with the Muses in the Theogony.

The statements and hints in the poems were often expanded and devel-
oped into elaborate stories by later authors: the phrase δ��ν γ�ν�ς (Op.
), for example, was interpreted as a reference to the name of the
poet’s father (Dios), the initiation story was enriched with numerous
details, and the account of the song contest became an elaborated and
multiversant story in which Hesiod triumphed in a hard trial against
Homer. On the basis of Hesiod’s hint of his father’s Cymean origin, the
chronographers linked him with Cymean mythological history and cre-
ated genealogies which combined his Cymean ancestory (Dios, Chariph-
emus, Melanopus) with his synchronicity with Homer (which was prob-
ably based on the story of the contest), provided the name of Hesiod’s
mother (Pycimede), and included many important figures such as divini-
ties Poseidon and Apollo, a Titan Atlas, nymphs Calliope and Methione,
an oikistes Chariphemus and poets Orpheus, Melanopus and Linus. The
story of Hesiod’s death is originally clearly a Locrian tradition, elabo-
rated by the Orchomenians (the second grave in Orchomenus) and the
Orphic poets or Pythagoreans (cf. Hesiod’s double youth, and the numer-
ous Pythagorean allusions in tradition).

A number of details, such as Hesiod’s divine origin, possibly his father’s
exile from Cyme, Hesiod’s poetic initiation by the Muses, his exception-
ally long life, his participation in the song-contest, his death in accor-
dance with a misunderstood oracle, the helpfulness of animals in rescu-
ing of Hesiod’s body, and the beneficial powers of his remains, have a
recognisably formulaic character.

It is clear from the works of Aristotle, Alcidamas and Ephorus, that
the tradition as a whole was fully developed by the fourth century bc. The
story of the poet’s death, however, was certainly current already a century
earlier (Thucydides), as well as his genealogy and his synchronicity with
Homer (Hellanicus, Herodotus), and also the double youth and double
grave (Pindar). Furthermore, the abundance of the formulaic elements in
the tradition and their similarities with the motifs in the early traditions
of other famous persons suggests that much of it was originally created
and transmitted orally, possibly before literary culture began to prevail in
the Classical period. It is possible that many basic points of the Hesiodic
Life, such as origin, death, and double youth, come from the Orphic and
Pythagorean authors of the sixth century.

Another early tradition about Hesiod is the story of his contest with
Homer, which gave the firm basis also to the assumption that they were
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contemporaries. The latter detail was undoubtedly known to Herodotus,
Hellanicus, Pherecydes and Damastes. In the extant version of the story
there are verses similar to those composed by Theognis in the th century.
It is possible that these rather proverbial verses were taken from the
works of Theognis and included in the story of contest. On the other
hand, we cannot rule out the possibility that it was Theognis who copied
the verses from the then current version of the poets’ song competition.
Plutarch mentions the seventh-century epic poet Lesches as his source of
his version of the story of the contest at Chalcis, pointing to even earlier
development of the story.

There might have existed other early stories about Hesiod which have
not survived in any recognisable form, or are not datable in any degree
of precision. For example we know a version of the contest of Hesiod
and Homer, which took place in Delos instead of Chalcis. We cannot
determine the exact time of origin of this, but it most probably existed
already before the fourth century when Alcidamas in his writings secured
the transmission and survival of the Chalcis-version of the story of
contest. Another hint of a possible early strand of tradition comes from
Ephorus who mentions murder as an alternative reason for why Hesiod’s
father had left Cyme to the one given in the Works and Days. This
information may possibly be derived from some early local tradition of
Cyme.

In sum, the tradition about Hesiod seems to have had three or four
recognisable sources: Hesiod’s own statements fixing his home, origin,
family and some details of his life; local traditions such as the Cymean
genealogies and Locrian account of the poet’s death, elaborated by Or-
phic poets and the Pythagoreans; and the poetry of Lesches, or oral tra-
dition, fixed perhaps by Theagenes, for the synchronicity and contest of
Hesiod and Homer. The early biographical accounts of Hesiod were elab-
orated and illustrated with new details, adapted to new moral, rhetorical
or allegorical purposes, and mixed with each other by later authors up to
the end of antiquity, providing thus many different versions of the stories,
but the core of the biographical tradition of Hesiod seems to belong to
the Archaic period.
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