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FOREWORD

The series “Dynamics in the History of Religions” is publishing results 
produced by the Käte Hamburger Kolleg at Ruhr University Bochum 
(Germany). The Kolleg began its activities in April 2008 with funding 
from the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research. The 
international consortium explores the history of religions, especially 
inter- and intrareligious relations between Asia and Europe from the 
1st millennium BCE down to the present. The research is based on 
the thesis that the so-called world religions are not, nor have they ever 
been, homogeneous or isolated constructions, but rather the product 
of dynamic interaction between adaption and demarcation. The pro-
cesses of formation, evolution and expansion are mainly the results of 
interplay between different competing religious traditions. 

The Käte Hamburger Kolleg is a multi-disciplinary venture between 
several subject areas at Ruhr University Bochum such as Comparative 
Religion, Protestant and Catholic Theology, Jewish Studies, Islamic 
Studies, Philosophy, Classical Philology, History, Social Sciences, South 
Asian Studies, Chinese, Korean and Japanese Studies. It integrates and 
coordinates the research activities of scholars from Ruhr University, 
international fellows, postdoctoral researchers, und postgraduates.

The series focuses on the crucial role played by mutual encounters 
in the origins, development and internal differentiation of various reli-
gious traditions. The interconnected processes of adaption and demar-
cation, self-perception and perception by others are considered to be 
important factors in the historical dynamics of the religious field. With 
research being focused on contact-driven dynamics and their histo-
riographic implications, the series creates systematic reference points 
which allow for the integration of diachronically and synchronically 
heterogeneous material into a general history of religions. Through 
abductive research, the scholarly studies develop theories and concepts 
through the interplay between hypothetical conceptualization and 
empirical studies, between object-language and meta-language. The 
studies build bridges between and reconcile academic meta-discourses 
on religion with religious discourses and religious self-descriptions, 
thus helping to avoid a type of scholarly theorizing which is discon-
nected from empirical data and atheoretical or naïve positivism.
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x foreword

The series seeks to make a contribution to a better understanding 
of the interdependence between religious traditions and processes of 
religious transfer, thus opening up innovative avenues for conceptual-
ising the history of religions.

The author of this work, Jason Neelis, was a fellow at the Käte 
Hamburger Kolleg from March 2009 to April 2010. During his stay in 
Bochum he completed his study on the spread of Buddhism through 
South and Central Asia by trade networks and shared his expertise 
with the members of the consortium at numerous meetings and work-
shops. Many of us will recall the conference on “Trading Religions: 
Religious Formation, Transformation and Cross-Cultural Exchange 
between East and West” held in January 2010 at Ruhr University that 
could not have been planned and organised without his committed 
efforts. Jason Neelis’ presence and participation greatly enriched our 
work. 

As chief editor of the series I would like to express my thanks to the 
German Federal Ministry of Education and Research for generously 
funding the consortium and making its publications possible, Marion 
Steinicke and Maarten Frieswijk for their editorial work and Wendy 
Shamier for supervising the series. But I especially want to thank Jason 
Neelis for coming to Bochum and teaming up with us.

–Volkhard Krech
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PREFACE

The concepts for this book emerged from field research in north-
ern Pakistan leading to a Ph.D. dissertation.1 As a graduate student 
focusing on the study of graffiti written on rocks by ancient visi-
tors to Hunza-Haldeikish, I was interested in what these inscriptions 
could reveal about the history of Buddhism in this local setting and 
regional environment. In the dissertation, I aimed to place the data 
from Buddhist inscriptions and petroglyphs at other sites in northern 
Pakistan within economic and historical contexts of Buddhist trans-
mission. This book is centrally concerned with these broader contexts 
for the transregional establishment and expansion of Buddhist institu-
tions throughout and beyond South Asia. 

While the geographical focus on the region of the Northern Areas of 
Pakistan is restricted to a single chapter (Chapter 5: Capillary Routes of 
the Upper Indus), I have expanded the treatment of other networks for 
early Buddhist mobility between South Asia and Central Asia. Inevi-
tably, it has not been possible to cover all aspects of this rich topic, 
but significant attention is given to formative phases and routes for 
Buddhist expansion in the Indian subcontinent in the earlier chapters 
(especially 2–3), and the later chapters (4–6) emphasize the northwest-
ern borderlands as contact zones for Buddhist transmission between 
South Asia and Central Asia. 

As discussed in greater depth in the first chapter, I have utilized a 
variety of relevant sources for this synthesis, but my methodological 
preference for material sources (such as inscriptions, manuscripts and 
archaeological remains) does not mean that literary sources have been 
neglected. A comprehensive survey of doctrinal developments is not 
attempted, nor has it been possible to retrace complex lines of tex-
tual transmission. I have extrapolated from available sources to con-
nect patterns of early Buddhist transmission with trade networks and 
other economic, social and political catalysts, but limitations of these 

1 Neelis, Jason. 2001. Long-distance Trade and the Transmission of Buddhism 
through Northern Pakistan, Primarily based on Kharo hī and Brāhmī Inscriptions. 
Seattle: University of Washington (supervised by Richard Salomon). 
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xvi preface

sources often constrain against reconstructing links with intellectual 
and philosophical movements. However, I hope that this work will 
provide useful background for braver and better equipped scholars to 
more adequately contextualize Buddhist ideological developments as 
well as art and imagery associated with particular ordination lineages, 
scholastic traditions, and the Mahāyāna and Vajrayāna in specific 
chronological and regional frameworks.  

I have adopted various conventions for presenting this material as 
clearly and as consistently as possible. Diacritics have been applied to 
Sanskrit terms (or terms cited from Pāli, Gāndhārī, and sources other 
than English), ancient proper names and toponyms, but have not been 
used with most modern personal or place names. Initial references to 
footnoted items provide full information with titles and publication 
details, while subsequent citations refer only to the author, publication 
date and specific page numbers (more extensive information is avail-
able in the bibliography). Citations refer to original publication dates, 
unless the work cited is a translation, later edition or reprint (e.g., in 
an edited volume of collected essays), in which case the earlier date 
appears in brackets. In some cases (for example, articles published in 
academic journals behind in their publication runs), bracketed dates 
indicate the year in which an item actually appeared rather than the 
ostensible year of publication. Abbreviations have largely been for-
saken, with a few exceptions:

ANP: Antiquities of Northern Pakistan (Jettmar, Karl, et al., eds. 1989–. 
Mainz: P. von Zabern)

CKI: Catalog of Kharo hī Inscriptions (Baums, Stefan and Andrew 
Glass. In progress. http://gandhari.org/a_inscriptions.php) 

MANP: Materialien zur Archäologie der Nordgebiete Pakistans 
(Bandini-König, Ditte, et al. 1994–. Mainz: P. von Zabern)
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