
Glossary

anaq buraqne  a term applied to sons of nobles, it may have referred 
to a distinct group of young warriors

anaq karaeng a term applied to refer to noble offspring
anrong guru leader/teacher; a common term for a chief of a commu-

nity or religious authority, it was also the title given to 
the one in charge of the tumakkajannang

ata mateqne a group or class of people translated as ‘favored serv-
ants’, they were often entrusted with important tasks

ata ri kale this term is translated as ‘bound followers’ and 
describes a group or class of people. It literally means 
‘personal slaves’ but does not carry the same connota-
tions of ownership and powerlessness that this transla-
tion implies

ata a group or class of people translated as ‘slave’
ballaq lompoa meaning ‘great house’, this refers to a ruler’s home and 

is used as a proper name for the Gowa royal palace
bembeng kaqdoq  a group or class of people translated as ‘servants’
bilang tau  a general term describing commoners translated as 

‘people’
dacing a kind of portable scale with two arms of unequal 

length separating fixed and moveable weights
daeng  a title distinguishing nobles from commoners, usually 

chosen to reflect a physical or mental characteristic of 
the person named

gallarrang a title of local rulers beneath the level of karaeng
gantang a unit of measurement equal to 20 katti, or 0,2 of a 

pikul
jangang-jangang the oldest Makassarese script
kali the chief Islamic official in the land and religious advi-

sor to the ruler
kalompoang meaning ‘greatness’, it denotes sacred objects or rega-

lia possessed by many Makassarese paqrasangang

William Cummings - 9789004254008
Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:08:27PM

via free access



Glossary106

karaeng a title granted to high-ranking nobles, usually but not 
always based on the toponym of a paqrasangang which 
became the appanage of the title-holder

koyang a unit of measurement. Cense (1979:338) notes that in 
Makassar a ‘small koyang’ (koyang caqdi) was equal to 
thirty pikul (1 pikul equaled approximately 60 kg), and 
a ‘large koyang’ (koyang lompo) was equal to one hun-
dred pikul, implying that a ‘regular’ koyang would be 
equal to sixty-five or so pikul

laqlang sipue literally meaning ‘half-umbrellas’, this refers to a sun-
shade made from lontar palm leaves that was held 
above the heads of rulers as a mark of their loftiness

lontaraq this term is used in several different senses, but in this 
work usually refers to a physical manuscript (as they 
were originally written on lontar palm leaves)

lontaraq beru meaning ‘new lontar’, it refers to the most common 
Makassarese script

lontaraq bilang a genre of Makassarese writing. A court record of 
important events, dated and in chronological order

pajama a group or class of people translated as ‘laborers’
pakaiq this term refers to a slave of the lowest rank, translated 

as ‘thrall’ to distinguish it from the more common 
word for ‘slave’ (ata)

paqrasangang settlement, village, community, polity, kampung
patturioloang a genre of Makassarese writing. Literally ‘that which is 

about the ancestors’, it is usually translated as ‘chroni-
cle’

patung a unit of measurement equal to a gantang or 20 katti
rapang a genre of Makassarese writing containing advice, 

guidelines, and declarations from renown ancestors
raqba bate  like saqbu kati, a fine imposed by the victor on the van-

quished
sabannaraq a title meaning ‘harbourmaster’
saqbu katti  a substantial fine imposed by the victor on the van-

quished, usually paid in gold
serang Makassarese written in Arabic script
Sudanga the sacred regalia-sword of Lakipadada given to the 

rulers of Gowa
taikang a balance with two equal scales
Tallumbocco an alliance formed by Boné, Wajoq, and Soppéng in 

an effort to withstand Gowa’s rising power in the six-
teenth century
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Tanisamaang the sacred golden chain the tumanurung gave to her 
son and later rulers of Gowa

tau taballaq a group or class of people translated as ‘household fol-
lowers’

timbaq sareong  a war indemnity or payment, but comprised of various 
valuables instead of gold

tumabicarabutta  chief advisor and minister of Gowa known as ‘The 
Speaker of the Land’ 

tumailalang title of ministers that acted as intermediaries within 
Gowa

tumakkajannang a term or title describing those charged with supervis-
ing others who had specific tasks

tumalompo a term used to refer to important persons
tumanurung literally ‘the person who descended’, it refers to a 

heavenly ancestor of pure white blood who was recog-
nized and installed as the first ruler of a new kingdom 
by the people of the land
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