
APPENDIX 1

THE INTERROGATORY OF 1617

A note on the translation

The following interrogatory was drawn up in 1617 to aid the Eichstätt 
witch commissioners in their prosecution of  witch-suspects. I have not 
attempted a literal translation because the document was more an 
annotated aide-mémoire for a handful of  men than a fair copy drafted 
for wide circulation. Consequently, it is not always coherent or easy 
to understand. The translation which follows therefore offers the best 
meaning of  each of  the eighty-four items. I have omitted the � nal 
paragraphs which refer to the Carolina and the treatment of  the suspect 
after their conviction. These are conventional in purpose, noting, for 
example, the time prescribed for the re� ection on and confession of  
other sins.

The interrogatory

Interrogatory

What to discuss with the persons suspected of  and imprisoned for 
witchcraft.

Interrogatory

What to discuss with the persons suspected of  witchcraft before the 
evidence of  the crime is revealed to them.

1. What is her name?
2. When was she born?
3. Who were her parents and what were their names? What position 

did they have? What was their trade or craft? Whether they lived 
well or ill together; whether they are still alive or dead; when they 
died and of  what illness.

4. Where, from when and how she was brought up when she was 
young.
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256 appendix 1

 5. In what form and in what she was instructed when she was young; 
what she learnt.

 6.  What does she do now for her food and work? How old is she?
 7.  If  she lives alone, and why she is not married.
 8.  If  she is married, and how long she has been married.
 9.  If  she married of  her own will or with the foreknowledge of  her 

parents and friends.
10.  On what occasion did she come to know her spouse, and become 

betrothed to him? Also, who was he?
11.  Whether they did not meet together at night and confer with each 

other alone.
12.  Whether she had not previously, when single, had disorderly love 

with him, mixed with him in the � esh, or done such things willingly.
13.  Where, when and how often such things had happened. Also, who 

paired them off  together.
14. If  she had not before or near to her wedding used superstitious 

things, or let them be used by others.
15. What they brought to each other and how they had sustained 

themselves up to now.
16. How they lived with each other during their marriage, and if  they 

lived badly, what had been the cause.
17.  If  she had not during her marriage won disorderly love with others. 

On what occasion and at what opportunity this happened. Also, if  
she sought opportunities to ful� l her evil will. Whom she met and 
where, and what happened between them each time.

18.  If  she produced children during her marriage, how many, what they 
are called, how old they are, whether they are living or dead.

19.  Where the living children are, how they were brought up, and what 
they learned. Also, how they live now.

20. When the dead children died, of  what illness, and whether one 
sought and used remedies on them during the illness, and what 
they were.

21. Whether her husband still lives, or has died. When this happened; 
of  what illness; how long he lay ill; how he became ill; what kind 
of  remedy was used; who survived him.

22. With whom she mainly kept company, and at what opportunity 
she met with these persons.

23. Whether N. denounced person in particular was known to her, 
and in what way.
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24. Whether she was aware, so as not to doubt, that these persons had 
been executed for witchcraft.

Because these persons named her also as one of  this vice, and she is 
suspected through all sorts of  indicia, she should not spend long, but 
tell the complete truth.

Interrogatory

What to examine the persons suspected of  witchcraft about further 
after the criminal indicia have been presented to them.

25. How long ago was it that she had come to this vice?
26. Whether this happened here or at other places, and where.
27. On what occasion and at what opportunity she came to this vice.
28. When she � rst kept the company of  the evil enemy.
29. In what form he appeared, what he promised to her, how his speech 

and form appeared to her, and what she gave him.
30. What he desired of  her, whether and how often she mixed with 

him in the � esh.

Diabolical lust

31. Whether she had lust on that account, and how this happened to 
her. Where this happened.

32. What he further desired of  her, and to which she agreed.

Promise

33. What she promised him; if  and how she gave herself  to him; whether 
this happened then or at another time, and in what way.

Denial of  God

34. Whether she did not disown God and all the saints, and promise 
to harm people, livestock and fruit; with what words and in what 
form this happened.

Baptism

35. Whether she had been baptised by the evil spirit; what was done 
during it; what kind of  material had been used; what he called her 
and she him; and who was there; what these people did.

36. Whether the evil enemy came to her again later; what he did with 
her each time; if  he mixed with her in the � esh again; in what way 
and in what form did this happen.
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Further meetings with the Devil. Gatherings and travel

37. Whether she had such meetings with the evil spirit not just alone, 
but also with other people, and whether such happened at public 
or strange gatherings; at what time these happened; at what place; 
at what opportunity they came together; what she did at such 
gatherings; and how often they happened.

38.  How they went to such places, whether she went there by herself, 
or was taken by the evil spirit.

39.  Who registered the participants at the gathering; how she had been 
taken away to it; on what she sat; what she needed for this; where 
she travelled to, and how they could get away in the dark night.

40.  NB Whether her household members did not notice, and what she 
used for this.

41.  When she appeared at the gatherings, what did she see there, and 
what did she do?

Worship of  the Devil

42. Whether she worshipped the evil spirit, what honour she did to 
him, by what means did this happen, and who gave her instruc-
tions about it. 

Annual sacri� ces

43. Whether she did this alone or with others and, other than her, who 
these persons were; when, where and in what way it happened.

44. In what form the evil spirit appeared, and what he did.

Meals

45. Whether she also went to meals; where and when they occurred; 
how the table was prepared; who sat at the table; where she sat; 
who sat next to her, to the left or to the right, above or opposite 
her; and in what form.

Food

46. What kind of  food and drink were served; in what vessels; whether 
bread and salt were present; whether she sat [ TEAR]; whom she 
brought to it, and who brought her.

Conversation at the meals

47. What kind of  conversation was there at the meals; what [INK 
STAIN ], each time; whom she spoke with or listened to.

48. Who served food and drink at the table; whether and how they saw 
in the dark night; what kind of  light was present; and from where 
this, as everything else, was brought.
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Accomplices

49. Whether accomplices were also there and how they came there.

Dancing

50. Whether she danced, with whom, in what way and manner; 
[who] else she saw at the dance and in what form, as evil spirits 
or people.

Evil communication

51. What kind of  communication she had at the same meetings; what 
was said or done to her, or she saw or heard of  others.

Fornication

52. Whether she fornicated at the same meetings, with whom, in what 
form, when and how often; whether she saw it [ ], where, and what 
time.

53. How long these meetings lasted, what happened at the end and 
she went home again.

54. What she saw, heard or otherwise encountered on the way.

Humiliation of  God

55. Whether she had not, on the instructions of  the evil spirit, humili-
ated God; with what words, actions or gestures did this occur; did 
she do it by herself  or with others; who was it; when and where 
did it happen.

Humiliation of  the saints

56. What she thought of  the Holy Mother of  God, Our Lady, and the 
other dear saints, and said of  them; and in what way she [did] this, 
by herself  or with others, how often, at what place, and at what 
time.

How she carries herself  at church services

57. How she appears at church services.
58. Whether she went to the service of  the Holy Mass, with what 

intention, opinion and worship; if  and what she prayed.

Confession

59. Whether and how often she confessed during the year, where and 
when; whether she did so earnestly and repenting of  her sins; 
whether she confessed this vice too; OR [sic] why she concealed it.

60. Whether and how often she took communion during the year; 
where and at what time; with what opinion she did this.
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Desecration of  the Holy Host

61. Whether she ingested the Holy Host or sometimes took it out of  
her mouth again; when, where and how often this happened; and 
where she put it.

Relics

62. Whether she harmed the Holy Host; when, where, in what way, 
how often; who was there and helped or advised her.

Seduction

63. If  and whom she seduced into this vice; on what occasion; at whose 
instigation; with whose advice or assistance; where and when this 
happened.

64. Whether she harmed anybody in life or limb or did good by her-
self  or at the instigation of  the evil enemy; when this happened; 
for what reason; on what occasion; by what means; at what time; 
where; in whose presence or with whose help; how it happened 
and what resulted from it; if  and how they helped.

Use of  ointments and poisonous powder

65. Whether she received ointments, poisonous powder and such from 
the evil spirit to this end; how often and when she used them; where 
she kept them.

66. Whether and if  she placed after [ ]; for what reason; if  and how 
she prepared it; who helped her with it; at what time and place it 
happened.

Killing children

67. Whether she [killed children] before or after the baptism, by herself  
or with others; with whose help; at what time and place.

68. Whether she crippled anyone or otherwise harmed bodies; by what 
means; for what reason; with whose help; to whom, where, and 
when this happened.

Entering houses

69. Whether she didn’t go into other people’s houses and go up to the 
sleepers; when, where, with whom, and how often it happened; 
what did she see and hear or otherwise encounter there.

Causing infertility

70. Whether she did not, out of  enmity, cause infertility and misfortune 
between spouses and others; for what reason; by what advice and 
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with what help; by what means; where and with whom it happened; 
and how this again turned out.

Exhumation of  children

71. Whether she did not help exhume children; where and when it 
happened; who was there; how she prepared beforehand; where 
she put the children; and what she did with them.

Digging up and burial

72.  Whether she did not dig anything up to cause harm and misfor-
tune; what it was; when and where it happened; who was there 
and advised or helped with it.

Weather-making

73. Whether, when and how often, and at what place she made 
weather; with what intention she did this; at whose instigation or 
at whose advice, and in whose presence; what she used; and what 
happened.

Entry into cellars and chambers

74. Whether and how often she entered these; when and at what place; 
who was with her; what did she drink, out of  what; how long; what 
she saw, heard or did in there otherwise.

Shapeshifting

75.  Whether she did not change into other forms; why, how, when and 
by what means did it happen.

76. What other magic and evil did she cause; and what harm followed 
from it.

Salvation and damnation

77. Whether she did not at times regret this vice and remember the 
ruin of  her soul; what she thought about her salvation or damna-
tion; and what she imagined of  the Devil in this respect.

78.  If  she did not take the examples of  such malevolent persons daily 
to heart, that she made herself  much better; why it did not happen.

79.  Whether she returns to God and, through earnest repentance of  her 
sins and bringing to an end her well-deserved temporal punishment, 
� ees eternal damnation, and desires to achieve eternal salvation.
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Interrogatory

What to discuss with the persons who have confessed to witchcraft 
when they again revoke their confession.

Revocation

80. Whether she remembers her confession.
81. What is the reason that she again withdraws from it?
82. When she � ed from such forgiveness, who instructed and advised 

her to do it; whether the evil spirit did not inspire her to do this; 
when he was with her; what he said and did to her.

83. Whether other persons did not give her instructions to do it; who; 
she should report the correct reason with which it is not necessary 
to get the truth from her with torture and pain.

84. She should consider her soul’s health. She would not avoid author-
ity. It is certainly better to suffer a little temporal punishment than 
to wait in eternal damnation.
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