
Joost van den Vondel (1587–1679)

Jan Bloemendal and Frans-Willem Korsten - 9789004218833
Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:02:28PM

via free access



Drama and Th eatre in Early 
Modern Europe

Editor-in-Chief

Jan Bloemendal

Editorial Board

Cora Dietl (Justus-Liebig-Universität Gießen)
Jelle Koopman (University of Amsterdam)

Peter G.F. Eversmann (University of Amsterdam)

VOLUME 1

Jan Bloemendal and Frans-Willem Korsten - 9789004218833
Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:02:28PM

via free access



Jan Bloemendal and Frans-Willem Korsten - 9789004218833
Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:02:28PM

via free access



Michiel van Musscher (1645–1705), Portrait of Joost van den Vondel (1671) 
(private collection)

Jan Bloemendal and Frans-Willem Korsten - 9789004218833
Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:02:28PM

via free access



Joost van den Vondel (1587–1679)

Dutch Playwright in the Golden Age

Edited by

Jan Bloemendal
Frans-Willem Korsten

LEIDEN • BOSTON
2012

Jan Bloemendal and Frans-Willem Korsten - 9789004218833
Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:02:28PM

via free access



Cover illustration: R.N. Roland Holst, poster for Lucifer by Joost van den Vondel, 1918.

Th is book is printed on acid-free paper.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Joost van den Vondel (1587–1679) : Dutch playwright in the golden age / edited by Jan 
Bloemendal, Frans-Willem Korsten.
       p. cm. --  (Drama and theatre in early modern Europe ; 1)
  Includes bibliographical references and index.
  ISBN 978-90-04-21753-9 (hardback : acid-free paper)  1.  Vondel, Joost van den, 
1587-1679--Criticism and interpretation.  I. Bloemendal, Jan. II. Korsten, Frans-Willem. 

  PT5732.J66 2012
  839.31’23--dc23

                                                                                                                    2011034804

ISSN 2211-341X
ISBN 978 90 04 21753  9 (hardback)
ISBN 978 90 04 21883 3 (e-book)

Copyright 2012 by Koninklijke Brill NV, Leiden, Th e Netherlands.
Koninklijke Brill NV incorporates the imprints Brill, Global Oriental, Hotei Publishing, 
IDC Publishers, Martinus Nijhoff  Publishers and VSP.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, translated, stored in 
a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording or otherwise, without prior written permission from the publisher.

Authorization to photocopy items for internal or personal use is granted by Koninklijke Brill NV 
provided that the appropriate fees are paid directly to Th e Copyright Clearance Center, 
222 Rosewood Drive, Suite 910, Danvers, MA 01923, USA.
Fees are subject to change.

Jan Bloemendal and Frans-Willem Korsten - 9789004218833
Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:02:28PM

via free access



CONTENTS

Preface ..........................................................................................................xi

 1. Vondel’s Dramas: A Chronological Survey ...................................... 1
Eddy Grootes and Riet Schenkeveld-van der Dussen

 2.  Vondel’s Works for the Stage Read and Studied Over the 
Centuries .......................................................................................... 7
Riet Schenkeveld-van der Dussen

 3. Vondel’s Dramas: Ways of Relating Present and Past .................... 23
Frans-Willem Korsten

PART I

VONDEL’S LIFE, WORKS AND TIMES

 4. Vondel’s Life ........................................................................................ 51
Mieke B. Smits-Veldt and Marijke Spies

 5. Vondel’s Religion ................................................................................ 85
Judith Pollmann

 6. Vondel and Amsterdam ..................................................................101
Eddy Grootes

 7.  Vondel as a Dramatist: Th e Representation of Language 
and Body .......................................................................................115
Bettina Noak

 8. Vondel’s Th eatre and Music ............................................................139
Louis Peter Grijp and Jan Bloemendal

 9. Vondel’s Dramas: Th eir Aft erlife in Performance ........................157
Mieke B. Smits-Veldt

10.  Between Disregard and Political Mobilization – Vondel as a 
Playwright in Contemporary European Context: England, 
France and the German Lands ..................................................171
Guillaume van Gemert

Jan Bloemendal and Frans-Willem Korsten - 9789004218833
Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:02:28PM

via free access



vi contents

PART II

APPROACHES AND DRAMAS

11.  New Historicism – Hierusalem verwoest (1620) and the 
Jewish Question ...........................................................................201
Jürgen Pieters

12.  Politics and Aesthetics – Decoding Allegory in Palamedes 
(1625) ............................................................................................225
Nina Geerdink

13. Translation Studies – Vondel’s Appropriation of Grotius’s 
Sophompaneas (1635) .................................................................249
Madeleine Kasten

14. Intertextuality – Gysbreght van Aemstel (1637) ............................271
Marco Prandoni

15. Dramaturgy – Staging Problems in Vondel’s 
Gysbreght van Aemstel  ................................................................285
Peter G.F. Eversmann

16.  Cultural Analysis – Joseph Plays ....................................................317
Mieke Bal, Maaike Bleeker, Bennett Carpenter and 
Frans-Willem Korsten

17. Th e Humanist Tradition – Maria Stuart (1646) ..........................341
James A. Parente, Jr. and Jan Bloemendal

18. Deconstruction – Unsettling Peace in Leeuwendalers 
(1647) ............................................................................................359
Stefan van der Lecq

19. Religion and Politics – Lucifer (1654) and Milton’s Paradise 
Lost (1674) ....................................................................................377
Jan Frans van Dijkhuizen and Helmer Helmers

20. Gender Studies – Emotions in Jeptha (1659) ...............................407
Kristine Steenbergh

21. Close Reading and Th eory – Th e David Plays .............................427
Frans-Willem Korsten

22. Psychoanalysis – Law, Th eatre and Violence in Samson 
(1660) ............................................................................................445
Yasco Horsman

Jan Bloemendal and Frans-Willem Korsten - 9789004218833
Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:02:28PM

via free access



 contents vii

23. Law and Literature – Batavische gebroeders (1663) .....................459
Jeanne Gaakeer

24. New Philology – Variants in Adam in ballingschap (1664) ........489
Jan Bloemendal

25. Philosophy – Noah (1667) on God and Nature ...........................509
Wiep van Bunge

26. Bibliography of Vondel’s Dramas (1850–2010) ............................529
Jan Bloemendal

Works Cited ..............................................................................................579
About the Authors ...................................................................................611
Index of Names, Including Characters  ................................................619
Index of Names of Scholars ....................................................................629
Index of Concepts, Subjects, Th emes, Geographical Names .............635

Jan Bloemendal and Frans-Willem Korsten - 9789004218833
Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:02:28PM

via free access



Jan Bloemendal and Frans-Willem Korsten - 9789004218833
Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:02:28PM

via free access



PREFACE

Some early modern poets never lose their attraction. One of them is 
Shakespeare. Another one is the Dutch poet and playwright Joost van 
den Vondel (1587–1679), whose lifetime roughly coincides with the 
Dutch Golden Age. However, to the same degree to which the fi gure of 
Shakespeare is an elusive one, the life and work of Vondel are clear and 
well-documented. He was a famous and well-known fi gure in political 
and artistic circles of Amsterdam, a contemporary and acquaintance of 
Rembrandt (1606–1669). He was familiar with Latin humanists, Dutch 
scholars and authors and Amsterdam burgomasters. He interfered in 
literary, religious and political debates. His writings include over thirty 
plays, epics, epigrams, rhymed treatises, hundreds of poems and occa-
sion poems, songs, eulogies and elegies. His tragedy Gysbreght van 
Aemstel was played on the occasion of the opening of a new town thea-
tre hall in 1638, was to become the most famous play in Dutch history, 
and can probably boast holding the record for the longest tradition of 
annual performance in Europe. In general, Vondel’s texts are literary 
works in the full sense of the word, attracting attention throughout the 
centuries because of their use of language and the multi-layered ambi-
guities that are hidden within them.

Th is volume is dedicated to the playwright Vondel, and therefore to 
his plays. Its aim is to present scholars, students and lay readers of 
Vondel’s plays with a series of well-documented and readily intelligible 
essays that were made for the occasion and that will enhance the read-
er’s ability to deal with the plays by bringing in a store of knowledge on 
a wide range of relevant topics. Secondly, our aim is to increase the 
knowledge of Vondel’s work internationally. In this context, the volume 
fi ts in with a growing attempt to disclose Dutch literature to an interna-
tional audience, witness the increasing number of Dutch literary histo-
ries in English, the latest ones being A Literary History of the Low 
Countries, edited by Th eo Hermans (2009) and the two volumes 
Women’s Writing from the Low Countries, edited by Lia van Gemert 
et al. (2010). A third aim of this volume is to fuel scholarly discussion 
on Vondel’s plays, nationally and internationally, not only because they 
are deserving of it, but because they are of relevance to both his and 
our times.

Jan Bloemendal and Frans-Willem Korsten - 9789004218833
Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:02:28PM

via free access



x preface

First, Vondel’s place in history is dealt with, in terms of his own 
times, of the centuries that followed these, and our own times. Th is is 
to say that the ‘actual potential’ of his work is taken into account 
throughout history. Part I of the volume off ers a survey of Vondel’s life 
and works, of his literary, historical and social contexts, and of the 
reception of his plays in other countries of Europe. Part II discusses 
most of Vondel’s plays, each considered from a specifi c point of view, 
approached from a diff erent methodological or scholarly angle. Finally 
a bibliography with regard to Vondel’s life and dramatic oeuvre is pre-
sented. Th e volume is designed so that individual contributions can be 
read either on their own or in conjunction with other ones. Th e essays 
in the third part, for instance, all discuss a play in relation to a specifi c 
approach. Th is does not imply, however, that other approaches are not 
equally applicable to that work. Readers are encouraged to make their 
own connections between the theories or methods employed, and 
between Vondel’s plays.

Th e idea to compile this volume arose when the editors were hav-
ing a cup of coff ee waiting for their plane at Newcastle Airport aft er 
having been to a conference in Durham in September 2007. It should 
not have come as a surprise, but the road from idea to realization was 
longer than we thought or wished for. Nevertheless, considering that 
we sent out our fi rst invitation in February 2008, we are happy to be 
concluding a three-year collaboration with such an impressive collec-
tion of essays, provided by such a rich diversity of scholars, from emer-
itus professors to young scholars at the beginning of their career, 
and from those within the walls of Dutch studies and Dutch literary 
scholarship to those in other fi elds and disciplines and both intra and 
extra muros.

We wish to thank in the fi rst place all contributors for taking 
the eff ort to write, rewrite, revise and correct all the texts and then wait 
for the fi nal result. Th e translations of the chapters by Schenkeveld-
van der Dussen, Grootes, Smits-Veldt and Spies were fi nanced by the 
Translation Fund of the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and 
Sciences and Stichting Reprorecht. Th e translations were made by Liz 
Waters. Th e fi nal English correction, carried out by Will J. Kelly 
(Minerva Professional Language Services; http://www.minerva-pls.
com), was fi nancially supported by the Dr. C. Louise Th ijssen-Schoute 
Stichting. We wish to thank Becky Stamps who helped us with proof-
reading the text for the last mistakes and errors.
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 preface xi

Special thanks are due to Stefan van der Lecq, who not only contrib-
uted one essay, but also co-edited a number of essays in his character-
istically thoroughgoing and precise way, before deciding that there 
were other paths to be explored than just scholarly ones.

Finally we thank the publisher, Brill, who was so kind as to turn this 
volume into the one that opens the series Drama and Th eatre in Early 
Modern Europe. 

Th is book is published with the fi nancial support of the Translation 
Fund of the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences, the 
Dr. C. Louise Th ijssen-Schoute Stichting, the Netherlands Organization 
for Scientifi c Research (NWO), the Huygens Institute for the History 
of the Netherlands and the Institute for History and Culture (UvA).

Frans-Willem Korsten
Jan Bloemendal
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