






 



CONTENTS 
 
 

INTRODUCTION: Enlightenment in Discussion 
WESSEL STOKER      1 

 
 
PART I HIGHPOINTS OF THE ENLIGHTENMENT 
 
The Productive Power of Reason: Voices on Rationality 
and Religion – A Sketch of the Development of the 
Enlightenment and its Aftermath 
CORNELIA RICHTER      23 
 
Gotthold Ephraim Lessing’s Ring Parable: An 
Enlightenment Voice on Religious Tolerance 
DIRK-MARTIN GRUBE     39 
 
Lessing and Schelling on Ancient Jewish History 
JORIS GELDHOF      51 
 
Thinking Less or Thinking Differently? Kant’s Enlightened 
View of Evil 
PETRUSCHKA SCHAAFSMA     65 
 
Preludes to the Postmodern? Jacobi and the Agenda of the 
Enlightenment 
LASSI LARJO        74 
 
 
PART II THE CONTINUATION OF THE PROJECT 
OF THE

 

ENLIGHTENMENT? 
 
Enlightenment and Reductionism: Freud’s Exemplary 
Theory of Religion 
TINNEKE BEECKMAN     87 
 
The End of Privileged Perspectives: Blindness and Sight in 
the Identification of Religion 
GÜNTER THOMAS      98 
 



 
Reconciling a Shattered Modernity: Habermas on the 
Enduring Relevance of the Judeo-Christian Ethical 
Tradition 
RONALD A. KUIPERS      123 

 
The ‘Enlightened’ Derrida: The Formalization of Religion 
JOB DE MEYERE      143 

 
Belief as Primordial Choice: Slavoj �i�ek on the Status of 
Faith and Belief after the Enlightenment 
FREDERIEK DEPOORTERE    157 

 
 
PART III ALTERNATIVES TO THE ENLIGHTENMENT 
 
Does the Word ‘God’ Have the Same Meaning in Every 
Context? 
TIMO KOISTINEN     169 

 
Faith and Fiction 
N. VERBIN        182 

 
Between Apology and Sophianic Illumination: Vladimir 
Solovyov’s Reaction to Enlightenment 
MANON DE COURTEN    195 

 
Spatial Metaphors in Pavel Florensky’s Absolute 
Knowledge: Guideposts in a ‘Lonely’ Critique of Reason 
DAVID PRATT      206 

 
Can One Be Enlightened Without Using One’s Head? A 
Zen Criticism of Rationality On Hisamatsu Schin’ichi 
(1898-1980) 
ANNEWIEKE VROOM    217 

 
 
PART IV A NEW APPROACH 
 
Religious Inwardness: A Challenge for Contemporary 
Phenomenology 
RUUD WELTEN     231 



 
Unselfing in Love: A Contradiction in Terms 
PAMELA SUE ANDERSON    243 
 
Love Enlightened: The Promises and Ambiguities of Love 
WERNER G. JEANROND    268 
 
Marion on Miracles: Of Insufficient Reason and a New 
Enlightenment 
JOERI SCHRIJVERS     292 
 
Poetics of a Possible God 
RICHARD KEARNEY     308 
 
The Particularity of the Hermeneutics of God: A Response 
to Richard Kearney’s God-who-may-be 
LIEVEN BOEVE     327 
 
POSTSCRIPTUM: The Critique of the Critique of 
Enlightenment 
HENDRIK M. VROOM    340 
 
List of Contributors     359 
 
Index of Names       362 
 
Index of Subjects      365 
  


	Title Page

	Copyright Page

	Table of Contents



