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Abstract

Materials obtained during investigation of Scythian burial-mound 7 in the “Vodovod” 
group in 2017 near the village of Glinoye in the Slobozia District on the east bank of 
the Lower Dniester are published here for the first time. The burial-mound contained 
five burials – four in pits and one in a catacomb. The burials in pits had been deposited 
at the turn of the 4th century BC and the catacomb burial dated from the first third of 
the 3rd century BC. The graves belonged to ordinary members of the community but 
contained a fairly distinctive range of grave goods. It was made up of weapons (arrow-
heads and an axe) and horse harness (a bit and a cheek-piece), vessels (a wooden dish, 

*  “Archaeology” Research Laboratory, Transnistria State University, 107, 25 Oktyabrya Str., 
Tiraspol, Moldova.

** Institute of Archaeology, National Academy of Sciences of the Ukraine, 12, Geroev 
Stalingrada Str., 04210, Kiev, Ukraine.

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:32:54PM
via free access

mailto:sinica80@mail.ru
mailto:telnov_nikolai@mail.ru
mailto:suraganga@yandex.ru


112 Sinika, Telnov and Lysenko

Ancient Civilizations from Scythia to Siberia 27 (2021) 111–153

hand-moulded pot and a hand-moulded bowl), tools (knives, awls, a needle, spindle 
whorls and an abrasive tool) and jewellery (rings, a metal bracelet, beads, pendants 
made of shell, oolitic limestone and canine teeth of dogs). In addition tassel-holders, 
a bronze mirror and a flint strike-a-light were found. A bronze ring from burial 7/2 
reflects La Tène influence and the hand-moulded cup from burial 7/4 reflects Thracian 
influence on the material culture of the Scythians in the North-West Pontic region. In 
general the funerary rite and range of grave goods demonstrate the transformation of 
Scythian culture during the second half of the 4th and first half of the 3rd century BC.
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 Introduction

One of the most important discoveries in recent decades relating to Scythian 
archaeology in the North Pontic region was made thanks to excavations of a 
burial-ground dating from the 3rd–2nd centuries near the village of Glinoye 
on the east bank of the Lower Dniester in the Slobozia District.1 The excava-
tions had been carried out between 1995 and 20122 and then again in 2017.3 
It became clear that Scythian steppe culture in the North-West Pontic region 
had not ceased to exist at the end of the 4th century BC and during the first 
quarter/third of the 3rd century BC. It had been constantly evolving at least 
until the end of the 2nd century BC.4 In the 3rd and 2nd centuries BC the main 
types of weaponry, horse harness, tools, vessels, jewellery, costume accessories, 
toilet articles and cultic items did not undergo significant changes in com-
parison with the Scythians’ material culture of the preceding period (5th–4th 
centuries BC). At the turn of the 4th century BC, however, major changes were 
to be observed in the funerary rite of the Scythians in the lower reaches of 
the Dniester. In particular, starting in the first half of the 3rd century BC, pits 

1   The Slobozia District is the southernmost district of Transnistria and it is located mostly 
south of Tiraspol. Its administrative centre is the town of Slobozia on the River Dniester.

2   Tel’nov, Chetverikov & Sinika 2016.
3   Sinika & Tel’nov 2018.
4   Tel’nov, Chetverikov & Sinika 2016, 1001.
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and catacombs with side-chambers (Type I) were being replaced by T-shaped 
catacombs (Type III) and latitudinal orientation of the deceased was giving 
way to meridional orientation. Certain changes in the material culture of the 
Scythians in the 3rd–2nd centuries BC were also to be observed, resulting from 
the influence of Greek, Thracian and La Tène cultures. Those influences in 
their turn had been shaped by the transition of the Scythians from a nomadic 
or semi-nomadic way of life to one that was mainly settled.5

At the same time, it has to be said that so far the question of the trans-
formation of classic Scythian culture into Late-Scythian culture in the 
North-West Pontic region is still a long way from having been resolved. This 
means that Scythian funerary sites excavated in 2015–2017 in the “Vodovod” 
and “Sad” groups of burial-mounds are of special interest. They are situated in 
the immediate vicinity of each other (the “Vodovod” group is slightly further 
north), while the southern end of the “Sad” group is 1.8 kilometres north of 
the northern extremity of the Scythian burial-ground dating from the 3rd–2nd 
centuries BC near the village of Glinoye. In total 18 mounds were investigated 
in the “Sad” and “Vodovod” groups of burial-mounds. Fifteen of them had been 
erected by Scythians and contained 48 Scythian burials. In addition there were 
a further seven Scythian burials, which had been let into the surface of three 
other burial-mounds erected during the Early Bronze Age. Certain elements 
of the funerary rite and the items found and recorded in the above-mentioned 
burials provide direct evidence of the transformation of Scythian culture at the 
end of the 4th and beginning of the 3rd century BC. Some of the Scythian com-
plexes have now been incorporated into the academic literature6 and other 
materials are currently being prepared for publication. Only burial-mound 1 in 
the “Vodovod” group was erected in the third quarter of the 4th century BC.7 
All the other Scythian burials were completed in the last quarter of the 4th 
century or the first third of the 3rd century BC.

The materials obtained during investigation of the Scythian burial-mound 
No. 7 in the “Vodovod” group are published here for the first time and analysed. 
There now follows a description of this burial-mound, the Scythian buri-
als in it which have been excavated and also the grave goods accompanying  
the deceased.8

5   Tel’nov, Chetverikov & Sinika 2016, 967–985.
6   Sinika & Tel’nov 2016a; 2016b; 2016c; 2017a; 2017b; 2017c; Pankowski & Sinika 2017; Sinika, 

Tel’nov & Zakordonets 2017.
7   Sinika & Tel’nov 2016a, 48.
8   The drawings of the burial-mound’s plan, the profiles of the baulks and also the drawing of 

the flint strike-a-light are the work of S.N. Razumov (Candidate of Historical Sciences), for 
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 Description of the Burial-Mound

Burial-mound 7 was excavated using parallel trenches, dug out by machine. 
The mound and the ancient ground surface underneath it were ploughed up. 
Two baulks stretching in a North-South line (20 m long and 60 cm wide) have 
been demolished (fig. 1).

Five Scythian burials were found inside the burial-mound.

Burial 1 was found let into the northern part of the burial-mound, 4 m north 
and 1 m west of the datum point. It had been deposited in a pit (fig. 2, 1, 2). 
The outline of the rectangular pit with rounded corners and orientated along 
a W-E line (with a slight deviation towards the North) was recorded at a depth 
of 74 cm below the datum point: it was 2.1 m long and 80 cm wide. The walls 
were vertical and the floor of the pit was recorded at a depth of 1.87 m from the 
datum point. The in-fill of the pit consisted mainly of black soil (chernozem). 
The skeleton was that of an individual aged 15–209 and laid out in a supine 
position on its back with the head pointing west. The arms were slightly bent, 
the hands were close up against the pelvis and the legs extended. Under the 
skeleton and over the floor of most of the burial-chamber, pale-grey organic 
decomposed material was recorded which had belonged to a mat 1.87 m long 
and 65 cm wide.

 Range of Grave Goods and Their Position
To the right of the pelvis lay an iron axe (3) tucked into a belt and with its 
handle pointing downwards. Next to the left thigh, in a layer of decomposed 
material from a birch-bark quiver 13 cm wide and at least 25 cm long, bronze 
arrowheads (1) and a fighting knife (2) were found. Near the left elbow, between 
the thigh bones and to the right of the pelvis, bronze arrowheads were found 
at various levels, which evidently would have been part of the quiver set and 
must have been disturbed during earthworks (they are described together with 
the arrowheads found by the left thigh).

 Description of the Finds
1) Bronze arrowheads (40 specimens) from the quiver
– 9 trilobate arrowheads with a protruding tang. Lengths vary from 27 mm 

to 37.2 mm, tang lengths from 10 mm to 19 mm and their diameters from  

which we are most grateful.
9   Ƚukasik, 2017, 2.

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:32:54PM
via free access



115Scythian Burial-Mound 7 in the “Vodovod” Group

Ancient Civilizations from Scythia to Siberia 27 (2021) 111–153

Figure 1 Plan and profile of burial-mound 7 in the “Vodovod” group near the village of Glinoye on 
the east bank of the Lower Dniester
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Figure 2 Burial 1 in burial-mound 7 of the “Vodovod” group (1, 2) and its grave goods (3–23)
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4 mm to 5.5 mm (fig. 2, 4–12). Six of the arrowheads have holes on one side 
between the lobes, which are the result of poor casting (fig. 2, 4, 6, 7, 9, 11, 
12). One arrowhead has a hole on a lobe (fig. 2, 11) and on another the tang 
has been broken off (fig. 2, 12). Signs have been scratched on the lobes of 
four of the arrowheads. On one arrowhead signs have been scratched on 
three sides of the lobes: one sign in the shape of a triangle, three parallel 
lines and two parallel lines (fig. 2, 4). On another arrowhead there are signs 
on two sides of the lobes: a zigzag and a line parallel to the lower segment of 
the zigzag and three parallel lines (fig. 2, 5). On one other arrowhead three 
almost horizontal lines parallel to each other have been scratched on to two 
sides of the lobes (fig. 2, 6). A similar pattern has been recorded on one side 
of a lobe of one further arrowhead (fig. 2, 11). Cast signs are found on one 
arrowhead: above the tang on each side there are double ‘ladders’ with four 
‘steps’ (on one side) and five ‘steps’ (on two sides) (fig. 2, 9).

– 5 trilobate arrowheads with a concealed tang. Lengths vary from 26 mm to 
33 mm, lengths of the tangs from 3.5 mm to 10 mm and tang diameters from 
4 mm to 5 mm (fig. 2, 13–17). In the case of three arrowheads there is a hole 
between the lobes, which resulted from poor casting (fig. 2, 14–16). On one 
arrowhead three parallel lines (fig. 2, 15) have been scratched on two sides. 
On another arrowhead there were cast signs on three sides in the form of 
double ‘ladders’ with three ‘steps’ (fig. 2, 13).

– 26 three-edged arrowheads with triangular, roughly triangular, arched and 
tower-shaped tips and with a concealed tang. Lengths vary from 19 mm 
to 31 mm, lengths of the tangs from 1.5 mm to 7 mm, tang diameters from  
4 mm to 5 mm (figs. 2, 18–23; 3, 1–20). In the case of one arrowhead there is 
a hole between two lobes, which resulted from poor casting (fig. 3, 6). Lines 
have been scratched on two of the arrowheads: on one of them a sloping  
line (fig. 3, 9) and on the other there are three parallel lines on two of the 
edges (fig. 3, 10). At the base of all the edges of another arrowhead there 
is a pair of cast signs in the form of dots (fig. 3, 18). On one further arrow-
head there is a combination of cast signs (a pair of dots on three edges) and 
scratched signs (two horizontal parallel lines on one edge and three almost 
parallel signs on the other (fig. 3, 11)).

2) An iron knife with a curved back and with horn facings on the handle. The 
horn plates have been joined to the handle and to each other with five rivets. 
The blade is triangular in section. The length of the knife is 18.4 cm. The length 
of the blade is 7.7 cm and its width is 2.2 cm. The back of the blade is 3.5 mm 
thick. The length of the handle is 10.7 cm. The width of the horn plates used 
as facings is 12–16 mm and they are 3.5 mm thick. In the middle the handle 
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Figure 3 Grave goods from burial 1 in burial-mound 7 of the “Vodovod” group
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measures 12.5 × 9 mm in section and at the end 16 × 6.5 mm. The thickness of 
the handle where it joins the blade is 9.6 mm. The rivets vary in length from 
11 to 13 mm: the diameter of their pin is approximately 3 mm and that of their 
head approximately 4 mm (fig. 2, 3).

3) Iron slightly curved and single-bladed axe. The blade is rectangular in 
section and widens out slightly from the rectangular hole, fixing it in place, to 
the narrow moon-shaped blade. The tang for the handle is rectangular in plan 
and positioned in the centre of the axe. The head is rectangular in section. 
The axe is 21 cm long and the width of its blade is 3.5 cm. In section the head 
measures 28 × 14 mm and the tang measures 16 × 8 mm. The tang is 32 mm 
long (fig. 3, 21).

Burial 2 was found let into the southern part of the burial-mound, 3.5 m south 
of the datum point under the Central Baulk. It had been deposited in a pit  
(fig. 4, 1–2).

The orientation of the rectangular pit was WNW-ESE. It was 1.9 m long and 
65 cm wide. It was recorded at a depth of 73 cm from the datum point. After 
the west and east walls had been widened towards the floor of the pit, its length 
had increased to 2 m. The walls were vertical. The floor of the pit was recorded 
at a depth of 1.51 m from the datum point. The in-fill of the pit consisted mainly 
of black soil.

At the level where the outlines of the pit were recorded – next to its west 
wall – a bronze ring (1) was found which, by all appearances, had been placed 
on the wooden covering of the pit’s floor, which had not survived.

The skeleton of a child aged 8–910 lay stretched out on its back with its head 
pointing west. The arms were slightly bent but the legs were straight. Under 
the skeleton pale-grey rotted organic material was recorded – the remains of a 
mat 1.4 m long and 50 cm wide.

 Range of Grave Goods and Their Position
Behind the head of the deceased next to the west wall of the pit lay small 
sheep/goat bones from the funeral feast and an iron knife (4). To the north of 
the left shoulder lay a bronze tassel-holder (2) and a glass bead (3) and in the 
neck area were parts of a necklace (5). Between the left humerus and the ribs 
there was a long glass bead (6) and at the left wrist a glass bead (7).

10   Ƚukasik 2017, 2.
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 Description of the Finds
1) A cast bronze ring, round in section, with three ridges oval in plan. The item 
had been in a fragmentary state. The diameter of the ring is around 21 mm and 
the diameter of its section approximately 2 mm. The measurements of the two 
surviving ridges are 7 × 6 × 5 mm and 6.5 × 4.6 × 3.5 mm. The third ridge has 
only survived in part (fig. 4, 3).

Figure 4 Burial 2 in burial-mound 7 of the “Vodovod” group (1, 2) and its grave goods (3–16)
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2) A hollow bronze cone-shaped tassel-holder: height – 4.5 mm, diameter at 
the ends – 7 mm and 15.3 mm. Diameter of the hole through it up to 5.3 mm. 
Thickness of the metal plate – 0.5 mm (fig. 4, 7).

3) Bead of opaque blue glass in the shape of a compressed cylinder. 
Near one of the ends is a white line divided up by four small circles of mus-
tard colour. Near the other end there are three white eyes with pupils of  
mustard colour. The beads are 7 mm high and measure up to 11.3 mm in diam-
eter: the diameter of the hole through them is 4.5 mm (fig. 4, 8).

4) An iron knife with a curved back and with horn facings on the handle. 
The plates of horn are joined to the handle and between them there are rivets 
(part of the handle with two rivets has survived). The blade is triangular in 
section and on the back there is a rib on one side. The surviving length of the 
knife is 18.4 cm. The length of the blade is approximately 80 mm and its width 
up to 24.5 mm: the thickness of the blade is 3 mm (along the rib it is as much as  
4.5 mm). The width of the rib is up to 4 mm. The surviving length of the handle 
is 34 mm. The thickness of the horn-plate facings is up to 3 mm. The section 
of the handle in its middle part measures 17 × 8 mm. The rivets are 11–12 mm 
long: the pins are around 2.5 mm in diameter and the diameter of their heads 
around 4 mm (fig. 4, 4).

5) The necklace parts include five glass beads, two shell pendants and an 
oolitic limestone one:
– a round ribbed bead made of opaque white glass and compressed horizon-

tally. The bead is 11.5 mm high, has a diameter of up to 15.3 mm and the 
diameter of the hole through it measures 5.2 × 4.8 mm (fig. 4, 14);

– a round bead made of translucent green glass and compressed horizontally. 
The bead is 9.1 mm high, has a diameter of 14 mm and the diameter of the 
hole through it is 3 mm (fig. 4, 15);

– two round beads made of yellow glass and compressed horizontally.  
The beads are 5 and 4.4 mm high, they have diameters of 6.8 and 6.3 mm 
and the diameters of the holes through them are 1.5 and 2 mm (fig. 4, 12, 13);

– a round horizontally compressed bead of brown opaque glass with a white 
line across it. The height of the bead is 5 mm, its diameter up to 9.1 mm and 
the diameter of the hole through it is 4 mm (fig. 4, 16).

– two pendants made of shells of the Cypraea genus. The protruding part of 
the shell has been trimmed to make it parallel to the base. The measure-
ments of the pendants are as follows: 24.5 × 16.5 × 9 mm (fig. 4, 9) and 
24 × 17 × 10.5 mm (fig. 4, 10);

– an anthropomorphic pendant made of oolitic limestone. The item is roughly 
rectangular in shape with a semi-circular ridge, in which a horizontal hole 
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has been made. The pendant is roughly rectangular in section. The height of 
the pendant is 25 mm and the height of the ridge around it 7 mm. The base 
measures 25 × 8 mm. The diameter of the hole is between 3.8 and 3.5 mm 
(fig. 4, 11).

6) A long barrel-shaped bead of opaque brown glass in a fragmentary state 
(found between the left humerus and the ribs). A wave-shaped pattern in the 
form of a yellow thread has been applied to the long bead. The surviving length 
of the bead is 14 mm and its diameter measures 10.5 mm. The diameter of the 
surviving end is 8 mm and that of the hole through the long bead is 3–3.5 mm 
(fig. 4, 5).

7) A disc-shaped bead of white opaque glass (found on the left wrist). The 
height of the bead is 4.2 mm: its diameter measures up to 8.2 mm and that of 
the hole through it 3.5 mm (fig. 4, 6).

Burial 3 (one of the main burials) was found in the centre of the burial-mound, 
1 m north and 70 cm east of the datum point. It had been deposited in a pit 
(fig. 5, 1, 2).

The outline of the pit was roughly rectangular in shape and it measured 
2.36 m × 75 cm. It was at a depth of 1.21 m from the level of the ancient ground 
surface and its outline was recorded at a depth of 76 cm from the datum point. 
North-west of the pit and at a depth of 70 cm from the datum point there was 
a protruding discharge of natural soil (a layer of earth taken out of the grave 
vÿkid), roughly rectangular in plan extending along a WNW-ESE line for over 
1.5 m (only part of which has been traced so far) and 1.5 m wide: its thickness 
was up to 15 cm. As the walls widened towards the floor of the pit, its dimen-
sions along the WNW-ESE line increased to 2.5 × 1.10 m. The floor of the pit was 
recorded at a depth of 1.91 metres from the datum point. The in-fill consisted 
mainly of black soil.

The burial had been looted in antiquity. Bones of a man aged 20–3511 were 
found at various levels in the eastern part of the pit. A skull was found in its 
south-east corner. To judge from the surviving thigh bones and the left fibula in 
situ, the deceased had been laid out on his back and his head would have been 
pointing WNW. Under the bones of the deceased, the decomposed light-grey 
organic remains of a mat were recorded measuring 65 cm in width and up to  
1 metre in length (they had only survived in the eastern part of the pit).

11   Ƚukasik 2017, 3.
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Figure 5 Burial 3 in burial-mound 7 of the “Vodovod” group (1, 2) and its grave goods (3–23)
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 Range of Grave Goods and Their Position
In the western part of the pit the bones of a horse (?) were found left over from  
the funeral feast, a fragment from the blade of an iron knife (1), fragments  
from two iron brackets (2) and an iron nail (3) from a wooden dish. In the 
eastern part of the pit among the human bones an iron awl (4) was found, glass 
beads large and small (5) a pendant made from an animal’s canine tooth (6) an 
animal’s canine tooth (7) and also four shells (8).

 Description of the Finds
1) Fragment from the blade of an iron knife with the base of its handle.  
The blade is wedge-shaped in section. The fragment measures 16 × 13 mm. The 
blade is up to 2 mm thick and the handle at the break measures 8 × 4 mm in 
section (fig. 5, 6).

2) Fragments of two square iron brackets bearing traces of wood. The items 
are in an extremely fragmentary state. The back of one bracket is segment-
shaped in section and measures 8 × 3 mm. Its reconstructed dimensions are 
21 × 22 mm (fig. 5, 4). The side bar of the second bracket is square in section 
and measures 4 × 4 mm. The reconstructed measurements of this bracket are 
approximately 20 × 20 mm (fig. 5, 5).

3) Iron nail bearing traces of wood. The head is mushroom-shaped, oval in 
plan and segment-shaped in section. The edge of the shank, which is rectangu-
lar in section, tapers downwards and is bent to the side at an angle of 90°. The 
overall length of the nail is 17.5 mm. The head measures 14 × 12 mm and is up 
to 3 mm thick. In its central part the shank measures 5 × 4 mm in section and 
the thickness of the bent part is 1mm (fig. 5, 3).

4) An iron awl with a wooden handle. The point has been broken off, the 
shank is round in section and the handle has been flattened to form a plate. 
The surviving part of the awl is 63 mm long and has a diameter of up to  
4.5 mm, which tapers down to the point. Traces of wood have survived on the 
handle over a length of up to 14 mm (fig. 5, 10).

5) Glass beads of varying sizes and shapes:
– a round, horizontally compressed bead with a protruding rim made of white 

translucent glass. The bead is 8 mm high and has a diameter of 11.4 mm: the 
diameter of the hole through it measures 3.5 mm. The height of the ridge at 
the top is 1.4 mm and its diameter is 7 mm (fig. 5, 11);

– a round horizontally compressed bead of dark-blue translucent glass incor-
porating three white eyes complete with green translucent pupils. The bead 
is 6.5 mm high and has a diameter of 9 mm (9.6 mm where the eyes are 
positioned): the diameter of the hole through it measures 3 mm (fig. 5, 12);
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– a bi-conical bead of lettuce-coloured translucent glass. The bead is 7.3 mm 
high and has a diameter of 8.8 mm: the diameter of the hole through it mea-
sures 1.4–2 mm (fig. 5, 13);

– two disc-shaped beads of green opaque glass. The beads are 4 mm and 5 mm 
high with diameters of 6.6 and 6.9 mm: the diameters of the holes through 
them measure 3 mm (fig. 5, 14, 15).

– a round horizontally compressed bead of green opaque glass. The bead is  
5 mm high and has a diameter of 6.3 mm: the diameter of the hole through 
it measures 2 mm (fig. 5, 16);

– a round horizontally compressed bead of white opaque glass. The bead is 
5.5 mm high and has a diameter of 8 mm: the diameter of the hole through 
it measures 1 mm (fig. 5, 17);

– three barrel-shaped long beads of white opaque glass. The beads are 5.5, 6 
and 6 mm high with diameters of 4.5 mm, 4 mm and 4 mm: the diameters of 
the holes through them measure 1.5 mm, 1.8 mm and 1.8 mm (fig. 5, 18–20);

– a round horizontally compressed bead of white opaque glass. The bead is 
3.6 mm high with a diameter of 5 mm. The diameter of the hole through it 
measures 2 mm (fig. 5, 21);

– a rounded pear-shaped bead of white opaque glass. The bead is 4.5 mm 
high with a diameter of 4 mm: the diameter of the hole through it measures  
1–1.8 mm (fig. 5, 22);

– small cut beads made of yellow glass (7 specimens). The beads are 2–2.5 mm  
high and have diameters of between 3.6 and 4 mm: the diameters of the 
holes through them measure between 1.8 and 2 mm (fig. 5, 23).

6) A pendant made from an animal’s canine tooth. Part of the dentine has 
crumbled away and a round hole has been made in the root area. The length 
of the surviving part of the pendant is 31.2 mm and in section it measures  
7 × 4.5 mm. The diameter of the hole through it is 1.5 mm (fig. 5, 8).

7) An animal’s canine tooth measuring 40.5 mm in length. In section it mea-
sures 10 × 6.5 mm (fig. 5, 9).

8) Four shells of the Theodoxus genus12 with holes through them for thread-
ing. The shells measure 7.8 × 5.4 × 4 mm, 7.5 × 5.3 × 4 mm and 7.2 × 5 ×  
3.9 mm: the diameter of the holes through one specimen measures 1.7 mm 
and the diameters of the other two holes measure 3 × 1.5 mm and 2.5 × 1.5 mm 
respectively (fig. 5, 7).

12   We should like to thank V.V. Antistratenko, Dr. of Biology (Kiev, Ukraine) for identifying 
them.

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:32:54PM
via free access



126 Sinika, Telnov and Lysenko

Ancient Civilizations from Scythia to Siberia 27 (2021) 111–153

Burial 4 (one of the main burials) was found in the centre of the burial-mound 
70 cm south and 50 cm east of the datum point. It had been deposited in a pit 
(fig. 6, 1, 2).

The outline of the pit was roughly trapezoidal in plan and it measured 
2.45 × 0.80–0.85 m. The pit was at a depth of 1.62 m from the level of the 
ancient ground surface and its outline was recorded at a depth of 74 cm from 
the datum point. As the walls had been widened towards the floor of the pit 
(with an orientation along a WNW-ESE line), its dimensions there increased 
to 2.75 × 1–1.3 m. The floor of the pit had been recorded at a depth of 2.32 m 
below the datum point. The in-fill consisted mainly of black soil.

The skeleton of a woman aged between 35 and 5013 lay stretched out on 
its back with the head pointing WNW. The right arm was stretched out to the 
side and bent in such a way that the hand was pointing to the side of the head. 
The left arm was also bent with the hand pressed against the pelvis. The legs 
were straight and positioned slightly apart. Under the bones and on the floor in 
the eastern part of the burial-chamber there were the rotted pale-grey organic 
remains of a mat which had measured 1.9 m in length and 90 cm across.

 Range of Grave Goods and Their Position
In the north-western corner of the burial-chamber lay large cattle bones 
left over from the funeral feast and a knife (11). South of these stood a hand-
moulded pot (2) and a hand-moulded bowl (3), near which were found two 
hand-moulded spindle whorls (4,5), an iron awl (12) and a needle (13). Near 
the base of one of the spindle whorls a lead tassel-holder was recorded (7). 
A second tassel-holder (10) was found north of the woman’s left shoulder, 
between the north edge of the mat and the north edge of the pit. Near the neck 
of the skeleton parts of a necklace were found (14) and near the right elbow a 
bronze bracelet (8). To the left under the chest cavity there was a bronze mirror 
in a textile pouch (9). In addition to the above, a fragment from the wall of a 
hand-moulded vessel (6) was found in the in-fill of the pit at a depth of 1.38 m 
below the datum point.

 Description of the Finds
1) In the western part of the pit, 45 cm east of its west wall an abrasive tool was 
found at a depth of 74 cm below the datum point. It is made of grey sandstone 
and measures 98 × 56 × 43 mm (fig. 6, 14).

13   Ƚukasik 2017, 3.
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Figure 6 Burial 4 in burial-mound 7 of the “Vodovod” group (1, 2) and its grave goods (3–14)
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2) A hand-moulded pot at its widest in the middle part of the body. The rim 
is funnel-shaped, turned out at an angle of approximately 20° in relation to the 
vertical axis. The edge of the rim tapers slightly and it has been compressed so 
as to be almost horizontal. Under the neck, at a distance of 35–40 mm below 
the rim there is a band of 50 vertical finger impressions – indentations oval 
in shape. The base is concave and convex on the inside: the upper edge of the 
foot is slightly indented. There is an admixture of grog in the clay. The colour is 
reddish brown, greyish brown and grey. In the sherd it is black. In places traces 
of black soot have been noted. The surface has been smoothed but is uneven 
in places: the outer surface of the base is rough but has been smoothed. The 
height of the pot is between 22.6 and 23 cm, the diameter of the rim 12.5 × 12.9 
cm and the diameter of the neck is 10.7 cm, while the maximum diameter of 
the body is 20.6 × 20.8 cm and the diameter of the base measures 10.2 × 10.5 
cm. The height of the rim is 30–32 mm and the height of the lower part of the 
pot is 10–10.5 cm. The thickness of the rim is 6–7 mm, the thickness of the ves-
sel wall is 6–8 mm and the thickness of the base is up to 12 mm. The base has 
been raised 3.5 mm in its centre. The length of the finger impressions round 
the base of the rim is up to 9 mm (fig. 6, 5).

3) A hand-moulded semi-spherical bowl with four horizontal handles for 
raising it. The rim is straight and turns slightly inwards: its edge has been com-
pressed where it turns inwards at an angle of approximately 20°. The handles, 
arranged round the perimeter of the vessel where the sides turn up vertically 
towards the rim, are semi-circular in plan. Their edges are curved and rise 
upwards at an angle of 30–40°. There is one round vertical hole through each 
of the handles. The base is flat, slightly indented and has a curved edge. The 
clay has an admixture of grog and is yellowish grey in colour. The surfaces of 
the vessel have been smoothed. The height of the vessel is 42–47 mm and that 
of its lower part up to 25 mm. The diameter of the rim measures 72–75 mm 
and that of the base measures 46–50 mm. At the level of the handles the vessel 
is 94–95 mm wide. The thickness of the rim is 5–6 mm and that of the wall is  
5–6 mm: the base is 8 mm thick. The thickness of the handles at their base  
is up to 15 mm and they narrow down to as little as 5 mm at their edge. The 
width of the handles where they join the vessel wall is 25–30 mm and from 
top to bottom they are 10–13 mm high. The diameter of the holes through the 
handles measures 4–5 mm (fig. 6, 6).

4) A hand-moulded bi-conical spindle whorl (No. 1). The clay has an admix-
ture of fine grog. The colour is greyish yellow. The surface has been burnished. 
The height of the spindle whorl is 25 mm. Its maximum diameter is 25 mm. The  
diameters of the ends are 11 and 12 mm respectively. The diameter of the hole 
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through the spindle whorl is 4.5 mm. The lower end turns inwards by 0.5 mm 
(fig. 6, 7).

5) A hand-moulded bi-conical spindle whorl (No. 2). Fine grog has been added 
to the clay. Its colour is greyish yellow. The surface has been burnished. The  
height of the spindle whorl is 24 mm. Its maximum diameter is 26.5 mm.  
The diameters of the two ends measure 9 and 10 mm respectively. The diam-
eter of the hole through the middle is 6.3 mm (fig. 6, 10).

6) A fragment from the wall of a hand-moulded vessel. Fine grog has been 
added to the clay. Its colour is greyish-yellow. The surfaces have been smoothed. 
The fragment measures 17 × 16 mm and its thickness is 6.5 mm (fig. 6, 11).

7) An asymmetrical lead tassel-holder in the shape of a truncated cone. The 
item is 9–10.5 mm high and the diameters at the two ends measure 17 and 9 mm  
respectively. The diameter of the hole through the tassel-holder is 4.5 mm. The 
base of the item turns inwards by half a millimetre (fig. 6, 12). The tassel-holder 
was used to weigh down the shaft of a wooden spindle together with a spindle 
whorl No. 1. The smaller end of the tassel-holder had lain next to the end of the 
spindle whorl turning inwards (fig. 6, 8).

8) A bronze laminated bracelet with curved ends which overlap slightly. 
The band of the bracelet has been decorated with two small parallel grooves 
right round it. The bracelet’s diameter is 67 × 64.5 mm and the plate measures 
9 × 2.5 mm in section (fig. 7, 4).

9) A complete bronze mirror. The round disc and the handle have been cut 
out from a single sheet of metal, which is up to 2 mm thick. The long handle 
(in the shape of an extended trapezium) has straight sides which taper down 
slightly towards the small disc at the bottom. The total length of the mirror is 
24.8 cm. The main disc measures 14.1 × 15.3 cm. The total length of the handle 
is 10.7 cm and it is 13–24 mm wide. The disc at the bottom of the handle mea-
sures 24 × 32.5 mm (fig. 7, 1). Next to the mirror, fragments of a textile and 
plaited decoration from a case for it were found (fig. 7, 2).

10) An asymmetrical tassel-holder made of lead and in the shape of a trun-
cated cone. The height of the item is 8.5–9.5 mm. The diameters at the ends 
measures 17 and 12 mm respectively. The diameter of the hole through the 
middle is 4.5 mm. The end turns inwards by 1.5 mm (fig. 6, 9).

11) An iron knife with a curved back and horn facings on the handle. The 
horn plates were joined to each other and to the handle by five rivets, three of 
which join plates to the handle (there are two other rivets on the lower edge  
of the handle).The blade is triangular in section and on the back of it, on one 
side, there is a ridge. The knife is 18.4 cm long. The length of the blade is around 
8 cm and it is up to 2.7 cm wide. The blade is up to 3 mm thick (4 mm along the  
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ridge). The width of the ridge is up to 3 mm. The handle is 11.2 cm long.  
The horn plates are between 16 and 22 mm wide and 3–4 or 4–5 mm thick. The  
measurements of the handle in section in its middle part are 16 × 11 mm and 
22 × 9 mm at the end. The thickness of the handle where it encloses the blade 
is 9 mm. The rivets are 11–13 mm long: the diameter of their pin is approxi-
mately 3 mm and the diameter of their head 4–5 mm (fig. 6, 13).

Figure 7 Grave goods from burial 4 in burial-mound 7 of the “Vodovod” group
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12) An iron awl with a wooden handle. The point has been broken off.  
The working part is rhomboid in section and the handle is round in section. The  
surviving length of the awl is 56 mm. The length of the working part is 13 mm 
and the reconstructed length of the working part is up to 15 mm. In section the 
working part measures as much as 3 × 2 mm and the diameter of the handle up 
to 2.5 mm. The diameter of the handle is around 6 mm (fig. 6, 3).

13) An iron needle with an oval eye. The point has been broken off. The  
blade is round in section. The surviving length of the needle is 46.5 mm and  
the diameter of the blade is 2.5–3 mm. The measurements of the eye are 21 × 6 
mm and the hole measures approximately 16 × 1.5 mm (fig. 6, 4).

14) There are three beads and 2 small beads making up a necklace:
– a bi-conical bead of greyish-yellow translucent glass. The height of the bead 

is 7 mm and its diameter measures 9.1–9.4 mm: the diameter of the hole 
through it is 1.2–2 mm (fig. 7, 3a);

– two curved and horizontally compressed beads of yellow opaque glass. The 
beads are 4 mm high with diameters of 5.5 mm and 5 mm: the diameters of 
the holes through them measure 0.5–1.5 mm and 1–2 mm (fig. 7, 3b);

– small cut beads of white glass (2 specimens). The height of the beads is  
1.5 mm and their diameter is 3 mm: the diameter of the hole through each 
of them is 1.5 mm (fig. 7, 3c);

Burial 5 had been inserted into the north-west part of the burial-mound 5.8 m 
north and 1.7 m east of the datum point. It had been deposited in a catacomb 
(fig. 8, 1–3).

The entrance pit was roughly trapezoidal in plan and measured 1.85 ×  
0.65–0.95 m: it was at a depth of 1.64 m from the surface of the burial-mound, 
where it had been inserted, and it had a NW/SE orientation. Its outline was 
recorded at a depth of 77 cm from the datum point. North-west of the pit and 
at a depth of 70 cm from the datum point, a discharge of natural soil (vÿkid) 
roughly rectangular in plan and extending 2.5 m along a WSW-ENE line was 
recorded: it was 1.1 m wide and 10 cm thick. Another such discharge of natural 
soil roughly rectangular in shape (3.2 m long, 1.8 m wide and up to 10 cm thick) 
belonging to the same catacomb was recorded north-east of its entrance pit. To 
judge from these layers of soil, burial 5 had been let into the north-west edge 
of the original mound with a diameter of approximately 10 m, which had later 
been covered by a substantial additional layer of earth.

In the western corner of the entrance pit at a depth of 1.52 m from the  
datum point, a corner step had been provided, which was 24 cm high and 
which broadened out towards the bottom. At a depth of 1.76 m below the  
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datum point, 50 cm south of the north wall, a solid step had been cut out: it 
was 35 cm high and from there followed an almost vertical drop on to the sur-
face of a second solid step recorded at a depth of 2.11 m from the datum point. 

Figure 8 Burial 5 in burial-mound 7 of the “Vodovod” group (1-3) and its grave goods (4-7)
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This step came to an abrupt end 40 cm from the south wall of the entrance pit 
ending up in the ditch in which the wooden foundation for the entrance into 
the dromos would have been positioned. The floor of the ditch was segment-
shaped in plan: it was 80 cm long and 20 cm wide and it was recorded at a 
depth of 2.42 m from the datum point. It was 31 cm below the surface of the 
second solid step and 0.9 cm from the uppermost point of the ‘threshold’ in 
front of the entrance into the dromos. In the in-fill of the ditch fragments of 
wooden stakes were recorded but it did not prove possible to establish how the 
foundation had been constructed. The in-fill of the entrance pit consisted of 
natural clay with a significant inclusion of chernozem.

The mouth of the dromos was 85 cm wide (on its floor) and 65 cm high and 
it had been positioned in the south wall of the entrance pit. Above the highest 
point of the mouth in the centre a niche, roughly triangular in section, had 
been carved out: it was 25 cm wide, 18 cm high and 20 cm deep. Nothing was 
found in the niche. It clearly constituted a ‘sign’ above the entrance into the 
funerary structure (fig. 8, 1). The dromos was in the shape of an approximate 
and irregular rectangle (30 cm long down the east wall and 40 cm long down 
the west wall): it was 85–95 cm wide (it broadened out slightly towards the  
burial-chamber) and 60 cm high and it was aligned with the entrance pit.  
The roof of the dromos was arched in section. Its floor which sloped gently 
down towards the burial-chamber was recorded at a depth of 2.53 m from the 
datum point, which was 20 cm lower than the upper edge of the ‘threshold’ in 
front of the entrance into the dromos.

The burial-chamber was in the shape of an irregular trapezium: 1.5 m long 
(down the west wall) and 1.85 m long (down the east wall). It was 1.15 m wide 
(in the north part) and 45 cm wide (along the south wall). Its height ranged 
from 60 cm (in the north part) to 20 cm (by the south wall). It was aligned with 
the entrance pit and the dromos. The roof of the chamber was arched in sec-
tion and the floor of the chamber, which sloped gently down by the south wall, 
was recorded at a depth of 2.63 m from the datum point.

The skeleton of a child aged 11–1214 had been laid out near the west wall 
of the chamber stretched out on its back and with its head pointing north-
west. The right arm was slightly bent and the hand lay near the pelvis: the left 
arm was clearly bent and the left hand also lay near the pelvis. The legs were 
straight and close to each other at the level of the feet. Under the skeleton, on 
the floor of the chamber, no traces of any mat were recorded.

14   Ƚukasik 2017, 4.
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 Range of Grave Goods and Their Position
To the left of the deceased near the east wall of the chamber there lay cattle 
bones left over from the funeral feast. To the North of these and opposite the 
skull there were iron objects from a horse’s bridle (a bit and cheek-pieces) and 
also a lead item near the end of a cheek-piece (4). In the right part of the chest 
cavity near the spine, a fragment of a silver ring was found (1). To the right, next 
to the pelvis, and again near the right knee, a bronze arrowhead was found (2, 
3): these were lying with their points facing south. It is clear that two arrows 
had been laid out on the body of the deceased – one across the pelvis and the 
other across the knees.

 Description of the Finds
1) In the in-fill of the entrance pit a flint strike-a-light was found near the 
entrance into the dromos (1). It was made from a flake and measures 35 × 26 ×  
7 mm. The flint is of the Late Cretaceous period: it is light grey and translu-
cent. On the side of its central surface, there are traces of secondary re-touch  
(fig. 8, 4).

2) Fragment of a silver ring. Its diameter measures approximately 25 mm 
and the diameter of the wire from which it was made is 2 mm (fig. 8, 5).

3) Three-edged bronze arrowhead (found to the right of the pelvis) with a 
concealed tang. The arrowhead is trilobate at its base. It is 28 mm long. The 
tang is about 6 mm long and its diameter measures 4 mm (fig. 8, 7).

4) A trilobate bronze arrowhead (found near the right knee) with a protrud-
ing tang. The tang is 10 mm long with a diameter of 5 mm. Between the lobes 
there is a hole, which is the result of bad casting (fig. 8, 6)

5) The bridle set consisted of an iron bit, an iron cheek-piece and a lead 
item:
– two-part iron bits. The ends of both rods are wound round in a ring. The 

length of the first part together with the cheek-piece is 11.2 cm. The diam-
eter of the rod is up to 10 mm. The diameter of the outer loop is 43 × 34 mm 
and that of the inner loop is about 26 mm. The angle of the slope between 
the outer and the inner loops is around 148°. The length of the second part 
is 13.8 cm and the diameter of the rod is up to 13 mm. The diameter of the 
outer loop is approximately 40 × 34 mm and that of the inner loop approx-
imately 30 × 37 mm. The angle of the slope between the outer and inner 
loops is approximately 23° (fig. 9, 3).

– an iron cheek-piece rectangular in section. In the centre of it there is a wider 
part in the shape of a figure-of-eight with two holes in it; there are spheri-
cal knobs at the ends. The cheek-piece is 14.2 cm long and 2.3 cm wide. The 
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thickness of its bar is up to 10 mm. The diameter of the spherical knobs is 
approximately 15 mm (fig. 9, 1);

– the lead ‘weight’ to hold a rein (?) in place is an asymmetrical item with 
a groove round its perimeter. It measures 22 × 13.5 mm and is 9 mm thick  
(fig. 9, 4).

 Analysis of the Funeral Rite and the Grave Goods

The materials from burial-mound 7 in the “Vodovod” group near the village 
of Glinoye bear witness to the fact that it had been erected for the burial of 

Figure 9 Bridle parts from burial 5 in burial-mound 7 of the 
“Vodovod” group
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ordinary members of the community. Pits, in which the deceased had been 
buried, were the most widespread variety of funerary structure used by the 
Scythians in the North-West Pontic region from the end of the 7th to the begin-
ning of the 3rd century BC.15

Type-2 catacombs had been far less widespread – their entrance pits, 
dromoi and burial-chambers were situated on one and the same axis. On the 
west bank of the Dniester these are burial 2/5 at the village of Karolino-Bugaz,16 
burial 16/2 at the village of Semyonovka,17 burials 3/1 and 3/2 at the village 
of Khadzhimus18 and on the east bank burial 2/7 at the village of Nikolskoye19 
and burial-mound 435 at the village of Chobruchi.20

All remaining 86 Type-2 catacombs were found on the east bank of the 
Lower Danube. There was one in the Kubei burial-ground (13/1),21 two in  
the Kotlovina-I burial-ground (6/1, 6/2),22 four in the Derbent burial-ground 
(4/1, 12/1, 13/2, 14/1),23 seven each in the Gradeshka burial-ground (8/1, 18/1, 
21/1, 21/2, 22/1, 25/1, 25/2)24 and the Tabaki burial-ground (1/1,1/2, 2/1, 2/2, 3/1, 
4/1, 4/2),25 eight in the Vladychen burial-ground (11/1, 12/1, 13/1, 13/2, 14/2, 14/3, 
14/4, 15/1),26 nine in the Chaush burial-ground (9/1, 9/2, 10/1, 11/1, 14/1, 15/1, 
15/2, 18/1, 18/2),27 nineteen at the Mresnota Mogila burial-ground (5/1, 5/2, 
10/1, 11/1, 12/1, 12/2, 14/1, 14/3, 15/1, 15/2, 17/1, 19/1, 20/1, 21/1, 21/2, 22/1, 22/2, 
23/2, 24/1)28 and twenty-nine at the Kugurlui burial-ground (4/1, 4/2, 5/1, 6/1, 
6/2, 7/1, 8/1, 8/2, 9/1, 10/1, 13/1, 14/2, 15/2, 16/1, 17/1, 17/2, 18/1, 19/1, 20/2, 21/1, 
24/1, 25/2, 26/2, 27/2, 28/1, 30/2, 30/3, 31/1, 32/3).29

15   Sinika 2007, 12.
16   Zaginaїlo, Chernyakov & Petrenko 1987, 103, fig. 2, 2.
17   Subbotin, Razumov & Sinika 2017, 87, fig. 50, 1.
18   Chebotarenko, Yarovoї & Tel’nov, 1989, 169, 171, figs. 74, 75, 1.
19   Agul’nikov & Savva 2004, 34, fig. 16, 9.
20   Melyukova 1962, pl. 10, 3.
21   Subbotin, Ostroverkhov, Okhotnikov & Redina 1992, 11, fig. 8, 11.
22   Fokeev 1991, 18–19, figs. 26, 4, 28, 1.
23   Gudkova & Sunichuk 1985, 5–6, 14, 16–17, 19, pls. 19, 1, 36, 2, 42, 48, 2.
24   Gudkova & Sunichuk 1985, 75–76, 93, 95–98, pls. 138, 2, 161, 2, 165, 2, 166, 1, 4, 170, 2, 171, 1.
25   Subbotin, Ostroverkhov, Okhotnikov & Redina 1992, 6–9, fig. 4, 2, 4, 5, 2, 3, 6, 1, 6, 13.
26   Fokeev 1990, 15–22, figs. 18, 1, 4, 19, 7, 20, 1, 22, 1, 23, 1, 4, 24, 1.
27   Gudkova, Dobrolyubskiї, Toshchev & Fokeev 1982, 70–71, 73–77, pls. LVIII, 2, 3, 4, LIX, 4, 

LXI, 2, 4, 5, LXII, 3, 4.
28   Gudkova, Toshchev, Fokeev & Andrukh 1985, 79–80, 84–104, figs. 48, 1, 7, 51, 7, 52, 2, 5, 53, 

2, 54, 6, 55, 2, 3, 56, 1, 9, 57, 6, 10, 58, 2, 4, 60, 5, 61, 1, 9, 62, 2.
29   Gudkova & Sunichuk 1985, 29–68, pls. 66, 2, 67, 1, 68, 2, 69, 2, 70, 1, 71, 2, 72, 2, 76, 1, 77, 2, 

80, 2, 85, 2, 88, 1, 92, 95, 1, 96, 1, 97, 1, 98, 2, 102, 3, 105, 1, 107, 2, 111, 2, 113, 2, 116, 1, 118, 5, 120, 
2, 122, 5, 123, 1, 124, 1, 126, 2.

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:32:54PM
via free access



137Scythian Burial-Mound 7 in the “Vodovod” Group

Ancient Civilizations from Scythia to Siberia 27 (2021) 111–153

Of the 92 above-listed burials in Type-2 catacombs only four date from 
before the last quarter of the 4th century BC: Semyonovka 16/2 – third quarter 
of the 5th century BC,30 Nikolskoye 2/7 – no earlier than the beginning of the 
4th century BC,31 Khadzhimus 3/1 and 3/2 – third quarter of the 4th century BC.  
The remaining 88 burials date from the last quarter of the 4th century BC  
or the first half of the 3rd.32

It is also fairly revealing to note the combination of the corner and solid 
steps in the entrance pit of catacomb burial No. 5. In the past it was noted that 
there was a notable increase in the number of Type-II catacombs with corner 
steps towards the end of the 4th century BC and this reached its peak in the 3rd 
century BC.33 As has been revealed by the investigation of the Scythian burial-
ground near the village of Glinoye on the east bank of the Lower Dniester, in 
the 3rd and 2nd centuries BC the vast majority of steps were corner ones by this 
time and, moreover, these were found in various different types of catacombs.34

It is essential to turn attention as well to the deliberately dug ditch in front 
of the entrance to the dromos of burial 7/5 intended for a wooden foundation. 
An identical structural element was recorded in burial 5 (also in a Type-II cata-
comb) in adjacent burial 8 of the “Vodovod” group. In addition, similar ditches 
had been dug in front of the entrances into dromoi of the Type-I catacombs 
(7/5 and 8/5) of the “Sad” group near the village of Glinoye, just south of the  
“Vodovod” group. Burials in catacombs with ditches of this kind in front of  
the entrance to the burial-chamber have been excavated on the west bank  
of the Lower Dniester – 1/7 at the village of Mereny35 (turn of the 5th century 
BC) and burial 3/1 (Type-II catacomb) at the village of Khadzhimus36 (sec-
ond quarter of the 4th century BC). Insofar as the inclusion of such ditches 
for establishing wooden foundations was being recorded with increasing fre-
quency, it is essential to turn our attention to this structural element.

Special attention also needs to be focused on the triangular niche above the 
entrance into the dromos of catacomb 7/5 of the “Vodovod” group. There is no 
doubt that its outline echoes the triangular signs recorded above entrances 
into the dromoi of catacomb 33/1 (second quarter of the 3rd century BC), cata-
comb 54/3 (first half of the 2nd century BC) and catacomb 60/1 (last quarter  
of the 3rd century BC) in the above-mentioned burial-ground near the village of  

30   Subbotin, Razumov & Sinika 2017, 154.
31   Ketraru, Sinika, Razumov & Tel’nov 2014, 172–173.
32   Sinika & Tel’nov 2017c, 148–149.
33   Sinika 2007, 72.
34   Tel’nov, Chetverikov & Sinika 2016, 694–697.
35   Dergachev & Savva 2003, 535, fig. 8.
36   Chebotarenko, Yarovoї & Tel’nov, 1989, 169–171, fig. 74, 2.
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Glinoye.37 It is even possible that the flint strike-a-light found in the in-fill in 
front of the entrance to the dromos had lain in the triangular niche of catacomb 
7/5 of the “Vodovod” group. A suggestion of this kind is based on the recorded 
find of a flint in the niche above the entrance to the dromos of the east cham-
ber of catacomb 57/1 in the burial-ground near the village of Glinoye.38

The grave goods accompanying the burials in burial-mound 7 of the 
“Vodovod” group include all the usual categories – weapons, horse harness, 
vessels, tools and household objects, jewellery items, costume accessories and 
toilet articles.

Weaponry is represented by arrowheads and an axe. Burial 7/1, in which the 
40 arrowheads from a quiver and also the iron axe were found can, indeed, 
confidently be interpreted as that of a young warrior.

The find of a knife, which turned out to be a fighting one, was of particu-
lar interest. It would have been lying either on top of the quiver or inside it. 
This find provides an addition to a series of fighting knives already recorded. 
Knives of this kind had earlier been found in burial 4 of burial-mound 4/1 in 
the Gradeshka burial-ground (length 24–25 cm; assemblage dating from the 
second half of the 5th century BC) on the east bank of the Lower Danube,39 
in burial 2/12 of the “Vodovod” group (length 27 cm; assemblage dating from 
the last quarter of the 4th century BC),40 in burial 13/3 (length without han-
dle – 25.3 cm; the assemblage dating from the first quarter of the 2nd century 
BC),41 burial 116/1 (length at least 250 mm and at least 162 mm; date of assem-
blage first half of 3rd century BC) and burial 116/2 (length at least 255 mm 
and at least 241 mm; date of assemblage first half of the 3rd century BC) in 
the burial-ground near the village of Glinoye on the east bank of the Lower 
Dniester,42 burials 23/1 and 137/8 (length of knives 37 cm and 34 cm; date of 
assemblages – 4th century BC) in the Mamai-Gora burial-ground in the lower 
reaches of the Dnieper.43 Despite the fact that the length of the knife from 
burial 71 of the “Vodovod” group was only 18.4 cm, there is every reason to con-
sider it a fighting knife, given that it had been found in a quiver.

The iron single-bladed axe from burial 7/1 of the “Vodovod” group not 
only adds to the collection of these far from numerous items of weaponry in 

37   Tel’nov, Chetverikov & Sinika 2016, 708, 965–966, figs. 389, 6, 390, 4, 8.
38   Tel’nov, Chetverikov & Sinika 2016, 707.
39   Subbotin, Ostroverkhov, Okhotnikov & Redina 1992, 3, fig. 2, 1, 16.
40   Sinika & Tel’nov 2017c, 145, fig. 3, 9.
41   Tel’nov, Chetverikov & Sinika 2016, 800, fig. 418, 2.
42   Sinika & Tel’nov 2018, 252, figs. 12, 7, 8, 16, 5.
43    Andrukh & Toshchev 1999, 134, 136, fig. 39, 1, 2; Andrukh  & Toshchev 2009, 59, 61–62,  

fig. 28, 1, 2.
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Scythian burials of the North Pontic region: the fact that it was to the right of 
the deceased’s pelvis demonstrates that its handle must have been tucked into 
a belt.44

Burial 7/5 in the “Vodovod” group containing the skeleton of a child aged 
11–12 cannot be regarded as the burial of a warrior, despite two arrowheads 
having been found in it. Two arrows had been laid on the body of the child, 
both with their points facing to the right: one lay across the pelvis and the 
other across the knees.

Similar examples of unusual positioning of arrowheads have occasional 
been recorded in territory east of the Lower Dniester. In burial 6/1 of the 
“Vodovod” group, for example, the single arrowhead there was found north of 
the left shoulder of a child aged 10–11 and with its point facing west towards 
the head. It is clear that the arrow had been laid out along the body. No other 
arrowheads had been found in that particular burial, which means that the 
find in question could not be interpreted as part of a quiver set. The assem-
blage dated from the turn of the 4th century BC. The iron arrowhead had been 
placed on the top of burial 8/4 (child cenotaph) in the “Vodovod” group. In 
burial 8/2 of the “Vodovod” group, there was one arrowhead lying with its point 
facing south, perpendicular to the body of the child (the arrow was aligned 
N/S behind the head of the child, under a wooden dish from the funeral feast 
complete with a knife): a second was found by the left elbow with its point 
facing east (the arrow had been laid out by or near the right shoulder); a third 
was on the right ilium of the pelvis, under the phalanges of the right hand and 
with its point facing south-west (the upper part of the arrow had been held 
in the right hand). In the burial-ground of the 3rd and 2nd centuries BC near 
the village of Glinoye in burial 12/2 (that of a four-year-old child) one arrow 
had been placed with its point facing left across the chest cavity in such a way 
that its arrowhead had been recorded by the left shoulder; a second was lying  
with its point facing right, across the thighs.45 Another arrow was found  
lying like that across the thighs of the deceased and with its point facing right 
(the tip of the arrowhead had survived and part of the shaft): it had been found 
on skeleton 2, in the burial of a small girl aged 6–9 in the northern burial-
chamber of catacomb 116/1.46 All the above-listed burial complexes indicate 
that there existed among the Scythians some kind of standard rite, which 
determined how arrows were arranged above the bodies of children or near 

44   Tel’nov, Chetverikov & Sinika 2016, 781–782, 784.
45   Tel’nov, Chetverikov & Sinika 2016, 121.
46   Sinika & Tel’nov 2018, 229, fig. 5, 5.
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them. The only thing that is definite is that this standard did not in any way 
indicate that the children belonged to a military class within that culture.

In the same way it is not possible to regard burial 7/5 in the “Vodovod” group 
as that of a horseman, despite the fact that bridle parts were inside it. In our 
opinion, they had been included for a specific rite – for bridling the horse, 
with whose help the deceased needed to return to the world of the living. In 
this respect parts of the horse which cannot be recorded by archaeologists – 
skin, hair etc. – could well have been used as a substitute for the animal in the 
entrance pit.47

The bit was very plain. All that deserves attention is the difference between  
the length of one bar (11.2 cm) and the other (13.8 cm). This and also the  
fact that there was only one cheek-piece in the assemblage point to the votive 
character of the arrangement of the bridle in the child burial – burial 7/5 of the 
“Vodovod” group.

The iron cheek-piece, which widens out in the middle part like a figure-
of-eight is a most interesting artefact. Iron items of this kind have only been 
recorded in three Scythian burials in the North-West Pontic region: they were 
in Type-II catacombs dating from the last quarter of the 4th century BC, which 
were investigated on the east bank of the Lower Danube: Vladychen 13/248 
and Kugurlui 25/2 and 27/2.49 All these cheek-pieces had been straight ones. 
In the report of the excavation of burial 25/2 in the Kugurlui burial-ground 
there is mention of a round cap on the end of the cheek-piece, which was not, 
however, illustrated.50 Yet spherical knobs were recorded on the ends of iron 
cheek-pieces found in six burials (4/1, 5/1, 9/1, 18/2, 93/1, 96/1) in the Scythian 
burial-ground dating from the 3rd and 2nd centuries BC near the village of 
Glinoye.51 In addition it should be noted that all these cheek-pieces were 
C-shaped, unlike the straight cheek-piece, which had been found in burial 7/5 
of the “Vodovod” group. It is clear that the find we are analysing is a “transi-
tional link” between earlier straight cheek-pieces without spherical knobs at 
the ends and later C-shaped cheek-pieces with knobs at their ends.

The lead item found near the end of a cheek-piece was possibly a ‘weight’, 
which had been placed inside a rein or somehow fastened to it, to guard against 

47   Tel’nov, Chetverikov & Sinika 2016, 726–732.
48   Fokeev 1990, 18, fig. 21, 4.
49   Gudkova & Sunichuk 1985, 57, 61, pl. 112, 8.
50   Gudkova & Sunichuk 1985, 57, pl. 112, 8.
51   Tel’nov, Chetverikov & Sinika 2016, 791, figs. 30, 12, 31, 8, 42, 19, 70, 2, 310, 8, 322, 15.
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the rein being pulled hard at by the wind. The authors of this article have not 
encountered any references to such items elsewhere.

The vessels found in burial-mound 7 from the “Vodovod” group were a 
wooden dish from burial 7/3, from which only two iron brackets and an iron 
nail/rivet had survived and two hand-moulded pottery vessels. One of them – a 
pot from burial 7/4 was a typical example of a Scythian vessel. It was decorated 
with a band of finger impressions under the rim and it had been designated  
for the funeral feast.

The hand-moulded bowl from burial 7/4 had not been made for food. Near 
it two hand-moulded spindle whorls were found and also an iron awl and 
a needle. The vessel in question had been used as a container for tools and 
items connected with spinning and sewing. A similar rite was recorded in five 
burials (10/10, 61/1, 62/3, 114/2, 118/2b) in the Mamai-Gora52 burial-ground 
dating from the 4th century BC in the lower reaches of the Dnieper and in 
burial 16/2 of the Akkermen I group53 in the region north of the Sea of Azov,  
where inside or near the wooden vessels there were iron awls and a spindle 
whorl. In 2015, in burial 4/6 of the “Sad” group, adjacent to the “Vodovod” 
group in the South, two hand-moulded spindle whorls and an iron awl were 
found.54 The assemblage dated from the end of the 4th or beginning of the 3rd 
century BC. The largest number of cups found with spindle whorls, awls and 
needles (22 instances in 21 burials), however, was found in the burial-ground 
dating from the 3rd–2nd century BC near the village of Glinoye.55

It is also worth noting that the hand-moulded bowl from burial 7/4 of the 
“Vodovod” group is at present one of the three Scythian vessels recorded in 
the North-West Pontic region, which were complete with handles for lifting, 
through which vertical holes had been made. The other two originated from 
burial 104/1 and the ditch round burial-mound 106 in the Scythian burial-
ground dating from the 3rd–2nd centuries BC near the village of Glinoye. It is 
highly likely that this decorative element, like that of the handles for lifting but 
without holes through them found on vessels from burials 11/1 and 52/1 and 
also festoon ridges with holes on the rims of bowls from burials 47/1 and 96/1 
in the aforesaid burial-ground,56 point to Thracian influence on the pottery 
assemblage of the Scythians on the east bank of the Lower Dniester.

52   Andrukh & Toshchev 1999, 79, fig. 21, 2; Andrukh 2001, 50, 58, 184, 194, figs. 76, 3, 80, 1.
53   Vyaz’mitina, Illins’ka, Pokrovs’ka, Terenozhkin & Kovpanenko 1960, 65, fig. 47.
54   Sinika & Tel’nov 2016c, 489.
55   Tel’nov, Chetverikov & Sinika 2016, 840.
56   Tel’nov, Chetverikov & Sinika 2016, 842–843, 976, figs. 46, 1, 52, 1, 348, 1, 352, 2.

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:32:54PM
via free access



142 Sinika, Telnov and Lysenko

Ancient Civilizations from Scythia to Siberia 27 (2021) 111–153

Tools from burial-mound 7 in the “Vodovod” group included iron knives, 
awls, a needle and also two hand-moulded spindle whorls and an abrasive tool.

The knives from burials 7/2 and 7/4 differ from all those previously found 
in the North-West Pontic region since there is a ridge on one side of the back. 
The only knife with a back shaped in this way was found in 2017, when burial 
8/1 of the “Sad” group near the village of Glinoye on the east bank of the Lower 
Dniester was being investigated. Knife handles from burials 7/2 and 7/4 had 
had handles made of horn. All that had survived from the knife found in burial 
7/2 was a fragment of the blade.

Both the awls from burials 7/3 and 7/4 were complete with wooden handles. 
The needle from burial 7/4 was distinctive in that its eye had survived com-
plete. Prior to the excavations of burial-mound 8 from the “Vodovod” group on 
the east bank of the Lower Dniester, a similar situation had only been recorded 
in burial 88/1 in the burial-ground near the village of Glinoye.57

The hand-moulded spindle whorls from burial 7/4 of the “Vodovod” group 
are perfectly ordinary. Yet, it is worth noting that one of them was found pulled 
down over the wooden shaft of a spindle together with a ‘weight’, for which a 
lead tassel-holder had been used. A similar tassel-holder was found near the 
north wall of the pit. It is evident that this particular assemblage was a clear 
illustration of the multi-functional nature of such items.

The closest parallel (as regards both shape and dimensions) for the abrasive 
tool from burial 7/4 of the “Vodovod” group is a tool from burial 6/1 in this 
group of burial-mounds. Both finds were made in the upper part of the pits 
at the level where they were recorded. This shows that both the abrasive tools 
had been placed on top of the pits. In burial 6/1 of the “Vodovod” group, in 
addition to the abrasive tool, a funeral feast and a flint strike-a-light had also 
been placed on top of the pit.

The flint strike-a-light had been the only household item found in burial 7/5 
of the “Vodovod” group and this was an addition to the previous number of 
such finds in Scythian burials from the North-West Pontic region. Earlier it was 
pointed out that flints, which could reliably be defined as strike-a-lights, were 
found in burials 4 and 26 of a burial-ground dating from the 5th–4th centuries 
BC – namely Dugino X in the Don delta,58 and also in burials dating from the 
4th and early–3rd centuries BC (4/9, 16/1, 110/2 and 114/1) in the Mamai-Gora 
vurial-ground59 in the lower reaches of the Dnieper. In addition to the above 

57   Tel’nov, Chetverikov & Sinika 2016, 805.
58   Prokof’ev 2014, 174, 202, figs. 74, 44, 81, 37.
59   Andrukh & Toshchev 1999, 36, 101, fig. 8, 3; Andrukh 2001, 174, 183, figs. 72, 10, 76, 2.

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:32:54PM
via free access



143Scythian Burial-Mound 7 in the “Vodovod” Group

Ancient Civilizations from Scythia to Siberia 27 (2021) 111–153

and as has already been pointed out, the flint strike-a-light had been found on 
top of vurial 6/1 of the “Vodovod” group, positioned north of burial-mound 7 
published in this article. In the burial-ground of the 3rd and 2nd centuries BC 
near the village of Glinoye flint strike-a-lights were found in eight burials (19/2, 
21/1, 54/3, 81/1, 82/1, 94/1, 94/2, 112/1): it was also pointed out that they were 
used in the funerary rite regardless of the gender or age of the deceased.60

Items of jewellery were more numerous than elsewhere among grave goods 
in the burials of burial-mound 7 in the “Vodovod” group. The bronze ring with 
ridges on the band found in burial 7/2 demonstrates the La-Tène influence on 
the material culture of the Scythians in the North-West Pontic region. In this 
region finds of rings and bracelets of this kind in Scythian funerary assem-
blages are extremely rare. Bracelets with ridges have been recorded in burial 
20/4 (first quarter of the 4th century BC) of the “Diviziya” burial-ground in the 
lower reaches of the Danube61 and burial 71/1 (first third of the 3rd century BC)  
of the burial ground near the village of Glinoye in the lower reaches of  
the Dniester.62 The ring with ridges originates from a destroyed burial in the 
town of Tiraspol (late 330s BC).63 In 2017 a bracelet with ridges on its band 
was found in burial 5 in burial-mound 8 of the “Sad” group near the village of 
Glinoye on the east bank of the Lower Dniester and in burial 2 from the same 
burial-mound a ring with ridges was found.

Rings and bracelets of this kind (with ridges on their band) have tradition-
ally been regarded as articles of the La Tène type,64 the manufacture of which 
also took place in Olbian workshops, as has been indicated by finds of casting 
moulds for them.65 Recently D.V. Zhuravlev carried out a survey of all known 
bracelets and rings of the given type and this led the scholar to conclude that 
these items originated from the North Pontic region, since in Olbia moulds for 
casting rings with ridges had been recorded. The scholar did not, however, rule 
out the possibility that a Thracian or Celtic influence might have been behind 
the idea for the manufacture of the rings in question.66

The ring from burial 7/2 in the “Vodovod” group had clearly been lying 
on top of the pit. This find, like the abrasive tool from burial 7/4 – and also 

60   Tel’nov, Razumov & Sinika 2016, 131–133, fig. 1; Tel’nov, Chetverikov & Sinika 2016, 
819–820.

61    Subbotin, Ostroverkhov, Okhotnikov & Redina 1992, 19, fig. 16, 4.
62   Tel’nov, Chetverikov & Sinika 2016, 979, fig. 245, 11.
63   Sinika, Chetverikov & Tel’nov 2014, 211, fig. 1, 4.
64   Petrenko 1978, 55; Sÿmonovich 1983, 98.
65   Nefedova 1992, 32.
66   Zhuravlev 2014, 79–80.
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the abrasive tool and the flint strike-a-light from burial 6/1 in the “Vodovod” 
group – testifies to a practice of placing gifts on top of a burial structure to 
speed the deceased on their way.

What was also extremely unusual was how the fragment of a silver ring had 
been positioned in burial 7/5 of the “Vodovod” group. The ring had clearly been 
placed under the back of the child, because it was found to the right of the 
spinal column. At the present time it can only be assumed that this position 
for the ring was linked in some way with the practice of the “non-traditional” 
arrangement of arrows (over the body of a child), which was referred to earlier 
in this article.

A bronze bracelet from burial 7/4 in the “Vodovod” group was the first find of 
its kind in the North-West Pontic region. To this day not one laminated brace-
let (Section II according to V.G. Petrenko’s classification67) has been found in 
the Scythian burials of that region. It is important to note that this bracelet, 
although it had been placed near the right elbow of the deceased, had not been 
worn on her arm. In the light of this detail, the find in question – like the ring 
on top of burial 7/2 and also the ring under the body of a child in catacomb 7/5 
of the “Vodovod” group – can be regarded as having been a “gift for the dead”.68

The find of a bead on the left wrist of the child in burial 7/2 of the “Vodovod” 
group is not coincidental. There is no doubt that there had been a bracelet 
on that wrist which had consisted of a strip of leather and a bead, through 
which the strip had been threaded. It is worth pointing out that previously 
bead bracelets had only been recorded in two Scythian burials (7/1 and 7/4) 
dating from the last quarter of the 4th century BC in the Butory I burial-ground 
on the east bank of the Lower Dniester.69 In 2015 two bead bracelets had been 
found on a child’s wrist in burial 3 in burial-mound 4 of the “Sad” group, which 
had been erected in the last third of the 4th century BC.70 In 2016 a bracelet 
consisting of four long beads of horn (?) was found in burial 5 in burial-mound 
5 of the “Vodovod” group on a woman’s left wrist. The assemblage dates from 
the turn of the 4th century BC.71 In 2017 two bead bracelets were found on the 
wrists of a woman in burial 7/3 of the “Vodovod” group. In the Scythian burial-
ground dating from the 3rd–2nd centuries BC near the village of Glinoye 127 

67   Petrenko 1978, 57.
68   Sinika & Tel’nov 2018, 256–257.
69   Sinika, Razumov & Telnov 2013, 52, 55, 125, figs. 30, 4, 32, 2, 3.
70   Sinika & Tel’nov 2017a, 295–296, fig. 6, 5, 6.
71   Sinika & Tel’nov 2017b, 7, 10, fig. 1, 10.
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bead bracelets were found in a total of 79 catacombs. In three of the burials, 
the bracelets found (13/3, 89/2 and 114) consisted of only one bead.72

Two beads, of which one was found between the body and left shoulder of 
the deceased, while the second lay north of the left shoulder of the child in 
burial 7/2 in the “Vodovod” group, had been decorations for strips of leather, 
used for fastening various parts of apparel on the body of the deceased. This 
is borne out not only by the bronze tassel-holder found together with a bead 
north of the child’s shoulder, but also by nine similar instances in which beads 
had been positioned in the same way, which were recorded in the Scythian 
burial-ground dating from the 3rd and 2nd centuries BC near the village of 
Glinoye.73

As well as ordinary glass beads there were two pendants made from shells of 
the Cypraea genus in the necklace of the child in burial 7/2 of the “Vodovod” 
group. Finds of such shells have been recorded in Scythian burials discovered 
in the steppes of the North-West Pontic region. On the west bank of the River 
Prut one such was burial 1/1 at the village of Manta, where one shell was found 
as part of a child’s necklace,74 another was on the east bank of the Lower 
Danube – burial 11/3 at the village of Nagornoye, where one shell was found 
in the disturbed in-fill of a looted female burial75 and in burial 7a/1 of the 
Gradeshka burial-ground; two shells adorned one wrist of a youth and a fur-
ther shell was found in a cluster of finds lying separately from the deceased.76 
In the Danube-Dniester interfluve we now know of five Scythian burials with 
shells of the Cypraea genus, which were found in burial 3/1 in the Khadzhider I 
burial-ground. The shells were part of a child’s necklace.77 On the east bank of  
the Lower Dniester we currently know of three Scythian burials with shells of 
the Cypraea genus. In child burial 4/6 at the village of Nikolskoye one shell was 
found under the left knee of the deceased.78 A shell forming part of a neck-
lace was also found in burial 9 of the flat-grave burial-ground at the village of 
Nikolaevka on the east bank of the Dniester estuary.79 Finally, another such 

72   Tel’nov, Chetverikov & Sinika 2016, 858, 863; Sinika & Tel’nov 2018, 234, 243, figs. 7, 7, 8, 1, 
13, 6, 7.

73   Tel’nov, Chetverikov & Sinika 2016, 872–873.
74   Agul’nikov 1993, 115, fig. 2, 3–5.
75   Andrukh & Sunichuk, 1987, 39, fig. 4, 1.
76   Gudkova & Sunichuk 1985, 71–72, pl. 135, 6, 7.
77   Subbotin, Ostroverkhov, Okhotnikov & Redina 1992, 23, fig. 20, 4–9.
78   Agul’nikov & Savva 2004, 44.
79   Melyukova 1975, 73–74.
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shell was found in the in-fill of looted burial 2/2 in the “Sad” group near the 
village of Glinoye.80

It is possible that four shells of the Theodoxus genus with holes through 
them for threading, found in burial 7/3 of the “Vodovod” group and belonging 
to a man aged 20–35, had been parts of a composite item of jewellery, such as 
a bracelet, for example. It is worth noting that finds of shells of the Theodoxus 
genus were first recorded at Scythian funerary sites in the North-West  
Pontic region.

An anthropomorphic oolitic limestone pendant forming part of a child’s 
necklace in burial 7/2 of the “Vodovod” group was a unique discovery, until a 
necklace pendant of similar oolitic limestone was discovered in 2017 in a child 
burial (No. 8/2) of the “Sad” group near the village of Glinoye. No items of jew-
ellery or other artefacts made of oolitic limestone have been recorded in other 
Scythian burials in the North Pontic region.

A find of considerable interest was that of small beads in burials 7/3 
(seven such beads) and 7/4 (two such beads forming part of a woman’s 
necklace) of the “Vodovod” group. Such items of jewellery are extremely 
rare at Scythian sites in the North-West Pontic region dating from the 4th 
century BC. They have been found in only eight burials: 11/3 at the vil-
lage of Nagornoye,81 5/1 in the Kugurlui burial-ground,82 8/1 and 15/1 in the 
Mresnota Mogila burial-ground83 on the east bank of the Lower Danube, 3/1 
in the Khadzhider I burial-ground84 in the Danube-Dniester interfluve, 4/6 at  
the village of Nikolskoye,85 6/1 of the “Sad” group near the village of Glinoye 
on the east bank of the Lower Dniester and also burial 5/1 near the village 
of Nedelkovo86 in the Dniester-Bug interfluve. It has, however, also been 
noted that small beads predominate everywhere in necklaces found in the 
Scythian burial-ground dating from the 3rd–2nd centuries BC near the village 
of Glinoye and that small beads are also found in other composite items of 
jewellery linked exclusively to female and child skeletons and not found with 
male ones.87

80   Sinika & Tel’nov 2017a, 295, fig. 2, 9.
81   Andrukh & Sunichuk 1987, 43, fig. 4, 11.
82   Gudkova & Sunichuk 1985, 31, pl. 68, 9, 10.
83   Gudkova, Toshchev, Fokeev & Andrukh 1985, 83, 91, figs. 50, 11, 55, 6.
84   Subbotin, Ostroverkhov, Okhotnikov & Redina 1992, 23, fig. 20, 17.
85   Agul’nikov & Savva 2004, 44.
86   Redina 1999, 77.
87   Tel’nov, Chetverikov & Sinika 2016, 850, 853, 858, 868, 874, 876–877, 884.
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In view of this it is most remarkable to note that small beads have been 
found in burial 7/3 of the “Vodovod” group, which was that of a man. Yet it is 
highly likely that they (just like the shells of the Theodoxus genus) had been 
parts of a bracelet. Such cases have been noted, but only in relation to one 
child burial (68/2) and one female one (69/2) in the burial-ground near the 
village of Glinoye.88

Two canine teeth of a dog (?) from burial 7/3 in the “Vodovod” group could 
have been used either as amulets or as parts of a necklace or another jewel-
lery item. In addition three canine teeth of a dog with holes through them 
for threading were found in one of the clusters of jewellery items (together 
with a bronze bracelet, a bronze pendant in the shape of a small bucket and 
some small bronze rings) to the right by the legs of a youth in burial 7a/1  
of the Gradeshka burial-ground.89 The assemblage dates from the first half of 
the 3rd century BC.90 A dog’s canine tooth complete with a hole for threading 
was found in burial 31/1 of the Kugurlui burial-mound on the east bank of the 
Lower Danube. It had been laid on the chest of the deceased.91 The canine 
tooth of a dog (?) with a hole through it for threading was also found in looted 
burial 19/3 near the town of Tarakli in the Danube-Dniester interfluve.92 In 
2016 the canine tooth of a dog with a hole through it for threading was found 
as part of a child’s necklace in burial 5/3 of the “Vodovod” group. In 2017 three 
canine teeth of dogs used as parts of a necklace were found in burial 8/1 of the 
“Sad” group. In one the hole for threading had survived.

The only accessories for apparel found in burial-mound 7 of the “Vodovod” 
group were tassel-holders. Two of them – made of lead and in the shape of a 
truncated cone with a vertical cylindrical hole down the middle – originated 
from burial 7/4. One of these tassel-holders – already noted above – was 
used to add weight to a spindle whorl. The other lead tassel-holder had lain  
north of the left shoulder of the deceased and must evidently have been at the 
end of some kind of strap designed to hold an element of the woman’s apparel 
in place.

A hollow bronze tassel-holder in the shape of a truncated cone was found 
north of the left shoulder of a child in burial 7/2, at the end of a strap, like the 
bead which had lain next to it. Tassel-holders of this shape are well-known in 

88   Tel’nov, Chetverikov & Sinika 2016, 868–869.
89   Gudkova & Sunichuk 1985, 71, 73, pl. 132, 1, 2.
90   Sinika & Tel’nov 2018, 254.
91   Gudkova & Sunichuk 1985, 65.
92   Savva, Agul’nikov & Manzura 1985, 68–69, fig. 95, 4.
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the Scythian burials of the North-West Pontic region93 but not one of them 
has been hollow. Hollow tassel-holders in Scythian burials of the 5th and 4th 
centuries BC are of a different shape. They were made looking like small cylin-
drical pipes, broadening out towards the bottom.94

Among the toilet articles found in burial-mound 8 of the “Vodovod” group 
only one bronze mirror complete with a side handle was discovered. Eight 
such mirrors have been found in Scythian assemblages excavated in the North- 
West Pontic region dating from the 5th and 4th centuries BC: on the east bank 
of the Lower Danube in burial 5/3 of the Kotlovina I burial-ground;95 in the 
Danube-Dniester interfluve – in burial 6/2 of the Balabany burial-ground96 
and burial 48/2 of the Kochkovatoye burial-ground;97 on the west bank of the 
Lower Dniester in burial 1/6 of the Purkary burial-ground;98 on the east bank 
of the Lower Dniester – in burial 18/1 near the town of Dubossary;99 in burial 
14/1 at the village of Nikolskoye100 and burial 23 in the flat-grave burial-ground 
at the village of Nikolaevka;101 in the Dniester-Bug interfluve in burial 9/1 in the 
burial-ground at the village of Nedelkovo.102 Yet no remains had survived at 
any of the sites listed above of any textile pouch complete with jewellery items 
it might have contained, as had been recorded in burial 7/4 of the “Vodovod” 
group. A cloth pouch containing a bronze disc with sewn decoration consist-
ing of small beads and a leather sheath for an iron mirror handle have only 
been recorded in the north chamber of catacomb 116/1 in the burial-ground 
near the village of Glinoye in 2017.103

It should be pointed out that not one of the mirrors from Scythian buri-
als in the North-West Pontic region104 – and they total over 50 – had been 
placed under the body of the deceased. Yet laying out a mirror in that position 

93   For example, Ketraru, Sinika, Razumov & Tel’nov 2014, 60, fig. 48, 2, 3.
94   Subbotin, Razumov & Sinika 2017, 108, fig. 65, 2, 3.
95   Fokeev 1991, 16, fig. 25, 8.
96   Chebotarenko, Yarovoї & Tel’nov 1989, 34, fig. 12, 2.
97   Vanchugov, Subbotin & Dzigovskiї 1992, 51, fig. 15, 2.
98   Yarovoї 1990, 51–52, fig. 21, 2.
99   Ketraru, Sinika, Razumov & Tel’nov 2014, 85, fig. 70, 9.
100  Agul’nikov & Savva 2004, 124, fig. 62, 2.
101  Melyukova 1975, 82, fig. 49, 5.
102  Redina 1999, 77, 80, fig. 3, 7.
103  Sinika & Tel’nov 2018, 232, fig. 7, 1–3.
104  Sinika 2007, 20; Tel’nov & Sinika 2014; Tel’nov, Chetverikov & Sinika 2016, 894; Sinika & 

Tel’nov 2017b, 7; Sinika & Tel’nov 2018, 229.
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has been recorded, for example, in the above-mentioned burial 16/2 of the 
“Akkermen I” group in the lower reaches of the Dnieper.105

 The Dating of the Burial-Mound

When seeking to date burial-mound 8 of the “Vodovod” group it is essential 
to take into consideration a whole number of factors. In the first place, the 
three-edged bronze arrowheads with a concealed tang, like those from buri-
als 7/1 and 7/5 spread very widely in the second half of the 4th century BC.106  
Secondly, a pendant made of oolitic limestone was found in burial 7/2. A similar 
item from burial 2 in burial-mound 8 of the “Sad” group is associated with the last 
quarter of the 4th century BC. This is indicated by the fibula of a Thracian type 
which was found in burial 1 from the same burial-mound. The main period in  
which such fibulae were commonly used has been established as the last quar-
ter of the 4th century BC and the first half of the 3rd century BC.107 The bead 
found on the child’s wrist in burial 7/2 and the small beads in burials 7/3 and 
7/4 and also the hand-moulded bowl with handles for lifting, positioned below 
the rim, from the assemblage in burial 7/4 would indicate that burial-mound 
8 of the “Vodovod” group was of a date close to that of the earliest such cata-
combs in the Scythian burial-ground near the village of Glinoye108 – namely 
the 3rd and 2nd centuries BC. The presence of a corner step in the entrance 
pit, of a triangular niche above the entrance to the dromos and, in particular, 
of iron bridle parts in the burial-chamber of burial 7/5 in the “Vodovod” group 
emphasize still more strongly the fact that this burial-mound was not erected 
earlier than at the end or the turn of the 4th century BC.

To sum up the material outlined above we are of the opinion that the burials 
in pits 7/1, 7/2, 7/3 and 7/4 of the “Vodovod” group were deposited in the late-
4th or early 3rd century BC. There is no doubt about the fact that the last burial 
in this burial-mound is 7/5, which was let into the north-western sector of the 
burial-mound during the first third of the 3rd century BC.

105  Vyaz’mitina, Illins’ka, Pokrovs’ka, Terenozhkin & Kovpanenko 1960, 65, fig. 47.
106  Melyukova 1964, 25.
107  Sinika & Tel’nov 2017c, 148–149.
108  Chetverikov & Sinika 2002; Tel’nov, Chetverikov & Sinika 2016, 675–676.
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 Conclusion

Finally, it is essential to point out that burial-mound 7 of the “Vodovod” group 
near the village of Glinoye yields up important information on the transforma-
tion of classic Scythian culture into Late Scythian culture. On the one hand, 
both the main burials inside the burial-mound and two of those let into it had 
been deposited in pits – the predominant type of funerary structure used by 
the Scythians between the 7th and 4th centuries BC. The bronze mirror with a 
side handle, the bronze arrowheads, the hand-moulded pot and wooden dish 
are utterly typical for Scythian grave goods in the 5th and 4th centuries BC. On 
the other hand, the construction of Type-II catacombs with corner steps in the 
entrance pit, the digging of ditches in front of the entrance into the dromos and 
the insertion of niches above entrances into the dromos did not begin earlier 
than the last quarter of the 4th century BC. That was when iron cheek-pieces, 
bronze laminated bracelets and oolitic limestone pendants appeared, frequent 
use of bracelets incorporating beads and small glass beads began and articles 
were being found more frequently in the appearance of which Thracian or La 
Tène influence could be detected. This has also made it possible to obtain new 
data about cultic practices, which previously had only been noted extremely 
seldom among the Scythians of the North Pontic region. What is required in 
particular is more detailed study of the rite involving unusual positioning of 
arrows inside child burials and also the custom of leaving jewellery and other 
items on top of or inside a burial pit rather than on the body of the deceased: 
also worth investigating is the practice of placing items of jewellery and mir-
rors under the body of the deceased.

In addition to the above-named features, the burial-mound published 
here and also other Scythian burial-mounds in the “Vodovod” and “Sad” 
groups dating from the second half of the 4th century BC and from the first 
third of the 3rd, not to mention the burial-ground of the 3rd and 2nd centu-
ries BC near the village of Glinoye bear witness to the continuous presence of 
the Scythian population on the east bank of the Lower Dniester in the 4th– 
2nd centuries BC.
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