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JosEPH S. ALTER is Professor of Anthropology at the University of 
Pittsburgh. His area of expertise is in medical anthropology with a 
focus on physical fitness, sexuality, public health and the practice of 
science in modern India. Previous publications include The Wrestler's 
Bo4Y: Identity and Ideology in North India ( 1992); Knowing Di,l Das: Stories 
ef a Himalayan Hunter (2000); Gandhi's Bo4Y: Sex, Diet and the Politics ef 
Nationalism (2000); Yoga in Modern India: The Bo4Y Between Science and 
Philosophy (2004); and (editor) Asian Medicine and Globalization (forth
coming). He is currently studying the history of sex therapy and the 
physiology of sex in ayurvedic medicine. 

DAGMAR BENNER obtained an MA in lndology from the University 
of Bonn, Germany, and is currently engaged in a PhD course focus
ing on concepts of medical ethics in ayurvedic medicine. Her initial 
work and research questions include comparing textual traditions 
with modern forms of practice; defining medical ethics in the ayur
vedic context; comparing historical trends; and evaluating the valid
ity of ancient ethical concepts for modern ayurvedic practice. From 
2002-2004, Ms Benner played a key role in the organisation and 
co-ordination of a project on 'Modern and Global Ayurveda' at the 
Dharam Hinduja Institute of lndic Research, University of Cam
bridge and is co-editor of a forthcoming volume entitled Pluralism 
and Paradigms in Modern and Global Ayuroeda. 

CATHERINE DESPEUX is Professor of Chinese and Director of the 
Centre for Chinese Studies and Director of the Doctoral School at 
!NALCO (Institut National des Langues et Civilisations Orientales). 
Her main research interests are Chinese religions, medicine and 
health techniques. Her major publications include lmmortelles de la 
Chine ancienne. Taoisme et alchimie feminine (Immortals of Ancient China, 
Daoism and Female Alchemy, 1990) and Le Xiu;::,hen tu (The Xiuzhen 
tu, 1994). 
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AsAF GOLDSCHMIDT is a Lecturer at the Department of East Asian 
Studies of Tel Aviv University. His research interest lies in the his
tory of Chinese medicine with special emphasis on the Song dynasty. 
Additional research interest is the interaction between government 
and medicine, especially in cases of epidemics and how this gives 
rise to medical institutions. Recent publications include 'Changing 
Standards: Tracing Changes in Acu-moxa Therapy during the 
Transition from the Tang to the Song Dynasties', East Asian Science, 
Technology, and Medicine, 18 (200 I): 7 5-111; 'Huizong's Impact on 
Medicine and on Public Health', in Patricia Ebrey and Maggie 
Bickford (eds) Emperor Huizong and Late Northern Song China: The Politics 
ef Culture and the Culture ef Politics, Cambridge: Harvard Asia Center, 
forthcoming. 

DONALD HARPER is Professor of Chinese in the Department of East 
Asian Languages and Civilizations, University of Chicago. He has 
translated the entire corpus of Chinese medical manuscripts from 
Mawangdui tomb 3 (burial dated 168 BC) in Ear{y Chinese Medical 
Literature: The Mawangdui Medical Manuscripts, London: Kegan Paul, 
1998. His current research focuses on Chinese magic, religion, and 
science, based primarily on paleographic and manuscript sources. 

HuGH MAcPHERSON trained in acupuncture and Chinese herbal med
icine in the l 980's and currently practises at the York Clinic for 
Complementary Medicine. He founded the Northern College of 
Acupuncture in 1988 and, as Principal, steered the College towards 
full accreditation with the British Acupuncture Accreditation Board 
and the first acupuncture degree course in the UK, validated by the 
University of Wales in 1995. Since 1997, as Research Director of 
the Foundation for Traditional Chinese Medicine, he has undertaken 
a series of research projects evaluating acupuncture's effectiveness 
and safety. With Ted Kaptchuk he co-edited the book Acupuncture in 
practice: case history insights from the West. More recently he has joined 
the Department of Health Sciences, University of York, as a Senior 
Research Fellow funded by the Department of Health. 

ALEX McKAY is a Research Fellow at the Wellcome Trust Centre 
for the History of Medicine at University College London, where he 
is studying the introduction of biomedicine to the Inda-Tibetan 
Himalayas. He has a BA (hons) in Religious Studies and History 
(1992) and a doctorate in South Asian History from the School of 
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Oriental and African Studies, London University (1995). He is an 
affiliated fellow at the International Institute for Asian Studies in 
Leiden, The Netherlands. He is the author of Tibet and the British 
Raj: The Frontier Cadre 1904-194 7 ( 1997) and has edited several books, 
most recently the three-volume History ef Tibet (2003). In addition he 
has published numerous articles on lndo-Tibetan history and culture. 

VOLKER ScHEID, FR CHM, MBAcC is the Academic Director of the 
European Institute of Oriental Medicine (EIOM) and a practitioner 
of Chinese medicine in London. He holds degrees in social psy
chology (BA, Hons) from the University of Sussex, and in medical 
anthropology (PhD) from the University of Cambridge. From 1999 
to 2002 he was a Wellcome Trust postdoctoral research fellow in 
the history of medicine at the School of African and Asian Studies, 
London. He studied Chinese medicine in the UK and spent three 
years in China undertaking postgraduate studies at the Universities 
of Chinese Medicine in Beijing and Shanghai. He is the author of 
Chinese Medicine in Contemporary China. Plurality and Synthesis (2003). 

DoRJI W ANGCHUK is Director of the Institute of Traditional Medicine 
Services, Ministry of Health in Bhutan. He holds a Master of Arts 
degree in Health Management, Planning and Policy from the Nuffield 
Institute of Health, University of Leeds, UK. He has participated in 
many regional and international conferences, meetings, seminars and 
workshops during his career of 30 years in the health services. 

DOMINIK WuJASTYK is currently a Wellcome Trust Senior Research 
Fellow at the Wellcome Trust Centre for the History of Medicine 
at University College London. He specialises in the history of tra
ditional Indian medicine, especially ayurveda, and has published 
books and articles on Sanskrit grammar, ayurveda, Indian manu
scripts, miniature painting, and other topics relating to pre-modern 
Indian culture. His present research project is a study of ayurvedic 
medical practice on the eve of colonialism, 1550-1750. 

KENNETH G. ZvsK is associate professor and head of the department 
of Indology at Copenhagen University. He received his DPhil and 
PhD from the University of Oslo and the Australian National University 
respectively. He has been Senior Fulbright Fellow to India, and a 
Wellcome Fellow in the History of Medicine in London. He has 
served as Director of the Dharam Hinduja Centre's lndic Traditions 
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of Healthcare project at Columbia University and taught at New 
York University. In addition to having written two books and numer
ous articles on the themes pertaining to the history and practice of 
Indian medicine and Ayurveda, both inside and outside of India, he 
has served as consultant on several projects on alternative or com
plementary medicine. He is co-editor of a series on 'Traditional 
Indian Medicine', with Motilal Banarsidass, and managing editor of 
the Critical Pali Dictionary. 

The Editors 

WALTRAUD ERNST is Reader in History at the University of South
ampton. She studied international politics and cultural psychology at 
the University of Konstanz, and is a trained psychologist and psy
chotherapist. She obtained her PhD in History at the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, University of London. Her areas of 
expertise are history and culture of psychiatry/mental healing; East
West exchanges; medicine, magic and religion; scientific and cultural 
norms; and complementary medicine. Her publications include Mad 
Tal,es .from the Raj. 17ze European Insane in British India ( 199 l ); Race, Science 
and Medicine ( edited together with BJ. Harris, 1999); Plural Medicine, 
Tradition and Modernity (ed., 2002); and The Normal and the Abnormal 
(ed., forthcoming). She has been editor of Wellcome History ( 1998-2001) 
and Asian Medicine Newsl,etter (1997-2002). She is a member of the 
editorial board of History ef Psychiatry (since 1998) and co-editor of 
Social History ef Medicine (since 2003). She has been President of IAS
T AM since 2000. 

VIVIENNE Lo is a Lecturer at the Wellcome Trust Centre for the 
History of Medicine at University College London where she teaches 
courses in the history of Asian medicine. She has published widely 
on medicine and self-cultivation in both early and medieval periods. 
Her publications include Medieval Chinese Medicine (Routledge Curzon, 
2005; edited with Christopher Cullen), 'The Influence of Western 
Han Nurturing Life Literature on the Development of Acumoxa 
Therapy', in Innovation in Chinese Medicine ( edited by Elisabeth Hsu, 
2001), and 'Spirit of Stone: Technical Considerations in the Treatment 
of the Jade Body', Bulktin ef SOAS, 65 (2002), 99-128. She has been 
Secretary General of IAST AM since 2002. 

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:03:56PM
via free access


	Notes on Contributors

