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Notes on Contributors 

ANNA AKASOY received her PhD in Oriental Studies at the University of 
Frankfurt in 2005 with a thesis on Islamic philosophy in thirteenth-century 
Spain. She has spent two years at the Warburg Institute as a member of 
the Islam and Tibet project where her research has focused on the image of 
Tibet in Arabic and Persian literatures and the use of materia medica from 
Tibet in the Islamic world. She is currently a Departmental Lecturer in Islamic 
History and Thought at the Oriental Institute (Oxford). Her research interests 
include the history of Islamic philosophy and science and relations between 
the Islamic and other cultures. Among her publications are The Arabic Version 
of the Nicomachean Ethics (Leiden, 2005) (with Alexander Fidora), Philosophie 
und Mystik in der spaten Almohadenzeit (Leiden, 2006), and Das Fa/ken- und 
Hundebuch des Kalifen al-Mutawakkil (Berlin, 2006) (with Stefan Georges). 
She is a co-editor, with James Montgomery and Peter Pormann, of Islamic 
Crosspollinations. Interactions in the Medieval Middle East (Exeter, 2007). 

NATALIA BOLSOKHOYEVA graduated from the Institute of Oriental Stud
ies of the Russian Academy of Sciences (Moscow) and is a senior research 
fellow at the Institute of Mongolian, Buddhist and Tibetan Studies of the 
Siberian Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences (Ulan-Ude, Russia). Her 
academic background and research interests include the history of Tibetan 
and Buryat exchanges, based on Tibetan written sources and oral traditions. 
She also researches Buddhist art and medieval Tibetan literature and Buryat
Mongolian personalities in Tibet. She is co-author of the Russian version of 
The Atlas of Tibetan Medicine. Other publications include 'Tibetan Medicine in 
Nepal, Introduction to the Studies of Tibetan Medical Sources, and Tibetan Songs 
from Dingri (with Kalsang Tsering). 

PAUL D. BUELL graduated from the University of Washington and is an 
historian of the Mongolian empire, comparative medical history, modern 
Central Asian politics and culture, and maritime history. He is an Adjunct 
Professor at Western Washington University. He is a co-author of A Soup for 
the Qan: Chinese Dietary Medicine of the Mongol Era as Seen in Hu Szu-Hui's 
Yin-shan cheng-yao (Brill, 2000), author of Historical Dictionary of the Mongol 
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World Empire (The Scarecrow Press, Inc., 2003) and of more than 120 other 
books, book chapters, and articles. He is currently contributing to a compara
tive history of the horse and veterinary medicine in China and is preparing a 
translation of the Huihui yaofang, 'Muslim Medicinal Recipes,' supported by 
a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities. 

GERD CARLING graduated with a PhD in Sanskrit and Comparative Phi
lology at Gothenburg University in 2000. Her dissertation analysed local cases 
and adpositions in Tocharian. Thereafter, she spent one semester at the Swed
ish Collegium for Advanced Study in Uppsala, working on Swedish Romani 
and the influence of Romani on the vernacular language. Between 2001-2002 
she was a fellow of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation at Kiel Univer
sity, researching Tocharian verbs and the case system. Since 2003 she has been 
employed in the Department of Languages and of Lund University, working 
on a dictionary ofTocharian A and a dictionary and grammar of the language 
of the Swedish Roma. 

LEIGH CHIPMAN is an historian of medieval Islamic medicine, specialising 
in the later Middle Ages (12th-15th centuries). She received her PhD from the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem in 2006, and holds a Kreitman Post-doctoral 
Fellowship at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Beersheba, Israel during 
2006--2008. In addition to her doctoral research, which focussed on pharmacy 
and pharmacists in Marnluk Cairo, she has worked extensively on the medical 
materia of the Cairo Genizah. She is currently working on a study of an early 
commentary on Ibn Sina's Qanun ft al-tibb, Qutb al-Din Shirazi's al-Tuhfa al
sa'diyya, which will shed further light on the medical history ofll-khanid Iran. 

CHEN MING ~iBJ§ is an Associate Professor of the Research Centre for East
ern Literature and the Department of Oriental Languages and Culture at 
Peking University. He researches medical exchanges between ancient Indian 
and China, using medical treatises in Sanskrit in the Chinese Buddhist canon 
and, more generally, the history of the cross-culture transmission of Asian 
medicine before pre-modern China. He has published three books in Chinese, 
Yindu fanwen yidian Yidijinghua yanjiu fPN~X:Hlj!! «Hf.!~¥» li}t~ A 
Study of the Indian Sanskrit Medical Text Siddhasara, (2002), Shufang yiyao: 
Chutu wenshu yu xiyu yixue JJK/J JNJft: c±:l±X:iHP!g§:!ii-:tH!!J! (Medical Manu
scripts Discovered in Dunhuang and the Western Regions: Foreign Medicine 
in Medieval China (2005) and Dunhuang chutu huyu yidian Qjposhu yanjiu 
!J>c~c±:l±i!i~g-gglj!! «~~if» li}t~ A Study on Sanskrit Texts of ]ivaka-pustaka 
from Dunhuang (2005). 
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SUSAN WHITFIELD is Director of the International Dunhuang Project 
(IDP) at the British Library. Her recent books include a catalogue of a 2004 
exhibition at the British Library entitled The Silk Road: Trade, Travel, War and 
Faith, Dunhuang Manuscript Forgeries and Life Along the Silk Road. 

RONIT YOELI-TLALIM received her PhD from the School of Oriental and 
African Studies in 2004. She then initiated the Islam and Tibet project at the 
Warburg Institute (funded by the AHRC). She is currently a research fellow at 
the Wellcome Trust Centre for the History of Medicine at UCL, where she 
is engaged in a project on the history of early Tibetan medicine, based on 
the Dunhuag manuscripts. Her publications include 'On Urine Analysis and 
Tibetan Medicine's Connections with the West,' in Frances Garrett, Mona 
Schrempf and Sienna Craig (eds.), Studies in the History of Tibetan Medicine 
(forthcoming); Astro-medicine: Medicine and Astrology, East and West, ed. with 
Charles Burnett and Anna Akasoy (Micrologus Library forthcoming). 

ZHEN YAN !\W]fi recevied her PhD and is currently a research fellow at the 
China Institute for History of Medicine and Medical Literature, China Acad
emy of Chinese Medical Sciences. The title of her doctoral dissertation is A Study 
on History of Ancient Tibetan Sphygmology. She has specialized in researching the 
medical traditions of Chinese ethnic minorities, with emphasis on Tibetan med
icine. Her publications include A Comparative Study of Chinese and Tibetan 
Pulse-taking, China's Tibetan Medicine, Tibetan and Chinese Pulse Diagnostics: a 
Comparison-with Special Reference to Locations for Pulse Taking etc. 

PETER ZIEME is an Honorary Professor at the Freie Universiat zu Berlin and 
a researcher in the project (Akademienvorhaben) "Turfanforschung" at the 
Berlin Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities where he was the 
director for six years. He undertook postgraduate training at the lnstitut fur 
Orientforschung of the Deutsche Akademie der Wissenschaften in 1969 and 
was promoted to Dr. phi! at the Humboldt-Universitatand. He has a second 
doctoral degree from the Academy of Sciences of the GDR. He teaches courses 
in Turcology, concerning mainly Old Turkic studies, religions and texts and 
publishes editions of Old Turkic texts from Central Asia in different scripts. 
These editions include extensive commentaries on philological questions con
cerning the themes of the editions, mainly Buddhism, Manichaeism and 
Christianity (prevalent in the Kingdom of the Uighurs from the ninth to the 
fourteenth centuries). 
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