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Notes on Contributors

NEIL KRISHAN AGGARWAL is a Resident Physician in the Department of 
Psychiatry at Yale University. After completing his medical degree from Case 
Western Reserve University, he attended graduate school at Harvard Univer-
sity where he focused on religion and medical anthropology of South Asia and 
the Middle East. He is interested in mental health within Ayurvedic and 
Islamic medicine, cross-cultural psychiatry, and psychiatric anthropology.

DAVID BROWN is a Senior Lecturer in the School of Sport and Health Sci-
ences, University of Exeter. His research interests concern the development of 
interpretive socio-cultural understandings of the changing body-self-society 
complex in the fi elds of sport and physical culture. He is currently exploring 
Eastern Movement Forms as body-self transforming practice. Th is work con-
siders the widespread adoption and adaption of the Asian martial and medita-
tive arts in Western culture, the ways in which these arts become routine 
practices in Western practitioners’ lives, the consequences of these practices 
for these individuals’ sense of self- identity and well-being and the transforma-
tion of these arts as global body culture. Previous research work has included 
enquiry into the changing social identities experienced by male bodybuilders 
as they develop hypermuscular physiques and the social construction of 
masculinities through teaching Physical Education. He has published in jour-
nals, such as the Sociology of Sport, International Review for the Sociology of 
Sport, Sport in Society, Sport; Education and Society, and is co-author of the 
text Surfi ng and Social Th eory: Experience, Embodiment and Narrative of the 
Dream Glide.

PATRICE FAVA, who has lived in China for more than 20 years, is Associate 
Researcher of the Ecole Française d’Extrême-Orient. He is the founder of an 
International Research Programme on Taoism in Hunan province, supported 
by the CCK Foundation, and will publish the results of his ten years of fi eld-
work in a forthcoming book. He is also the author of a 100 minute fi lm on 
Taoist ritual, entitled ‘Han Xin’s Revenge, A Taoist Mystery’, distributed by 
the French CNRS Images. He is now working on a fi lm about Chinese Medi-
cine and Magic.
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THERESIA HOFER is a medical anthropologist trained in Vienna and Lon-
don, now based at the Wellcome Trust Centre for the History of Medicine at 
UCL. She is also an Associate Researcher at the Centre for Asian Studies and 
Social Anthropology at the Austrian Academy of Sciences in Vienna (http://
oeaw.ac.uk/sozant/index.php) and a key member of the organising committee 
for ICTAM VII. She is currently writing her PhD thesis at UCL on ‘Twenti-
eth-Century Transformations of Medicine and Healing in the Tibet Autono-
mous Region, China’. Th eresia extensively documents her work visually (for 
examples, see http://medphoto.wellcome.ac.uk) and is working on a feature-
length documentary fi lm on an elderly Tibetan medical practitioner.

TINA PHILLIPS JOHNSON is Assistant Professor of History and Director 
of Chinese Studies at Saint Vincent College in Latrobe, Pennsylvania, USA. 
Recent publications include an article on midwifery legislation, entitled ‘Mid-
wifery Reform in Republican China’, in the Journal of the Southwestern Confer-
ence on Asian Studies (October 2008). She is currently working on a book on 
midwifery in twentieth-century China.

ASPASIA LELEDAKI is a sociologist of the body, health and physical culture 
and was recently awarded her PhD from the School of Sport and Health Sci-
ences at the University of Exeter. She works as an Associate Research Fellow 
on an externally funded ethnographic project. Her current multidisciplinary 
research interests include the transformative impact of modern meditation 
and yoga methods in the personal, social and cultural lives of (marginalised) 
individuals, as well as the re-appropriation of these practices as they become 
globalised. Additional interests include sport/exercise and religion, and phe-
nomenological approaches to the body, emotion, health, religion and spiritu-
ality. In qualitative methodology, her expertise lies in ethnography, life-history, 
narrative and multimodal methods (audio, sound, text and visual). She has 
published in journals such as Sport in Society and has an article forthcoming in 
Cultural Sociology.

BUYANCHUGLAGIN SAIJIRAHU has worked for the China Academy of 
Chinese Medical Science in Beijing for ten years, researching Mongolian med-
ical history. He is also interested in medical anthropology and Shamanism in 
Inner Mongolia. He recently completed a long period of fi eld research into 
shamanic healing in eastern Inner Mongolia. He is currently preparing his 
PhD thesis at the University of Tokyo on ‘Colonial Medicine, Local Knowl-
edge, and Cultural Nationalism in the First Half of the Twentieth Century in 
Inner Mongolia’. He is a co-author of the History of Science and Technology of 
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Minorities in China: Medicine (1996), and his recent publications include 
‘Traditional Bone-Setting Th erapy in Eastern Inner Mongolia’ (Alternative 
Medicine, by AM-Verlag, No. 1, 2006, 63–9) and ‘On the Development of 
Traditional Mongolian Medicine in Twentieth-Century Inner Mongolia’ (Chi-
nese Journal of Medical History, 37:2, 2007, 88–93).

ROEL STERCKX is the Joseph Needham Professor of Chinese History, Sci-
ence and Civilization at the University of Cambridge and a Fellow of Clare 
College. His recent publications and edited work include Th e Animal and the 
Daemon in Early China (SUNY Press, 2002), Of Tripod and Palate: Food, Poli-
tics and Religion in Traditional China (Palgrave, 2005), De l’Esprit aux Esprits: 
Enquête sur la notion de shen en Chine (Extrême-orient, Extrême-occident 29, 
Presses Universitaires de Vincennes, 2007), and articles on religion, thought 
and the cultural history of pre-imperial and early imperial China.

SOYOUNG SUH graduated from the University of California in Los Angeles 
in 2007 with a thesis entitled ‘Korean Medicine between the Local and the 
Universal: 1600–1945’. Her dissertation examines the rise of an indigenous 
identity in medicine, which was intertwined with regionalism, nationalism 
and colonialism. After spending one year at Harvard University as a Post-Doc-
toral Fellow in the History of Modern Science and Technology in East Asia, 
she is currently affi  liated to the University of Westminster collaborating in a 
research project entitled ‘Treating the Liver: Towards A Transnational History 
of Medicine in East Asia, 1500–2000’, funded by the Wellcome Trust. Her 
research interests include Korean consumption of Chinese medical texts and 
herbs, and fi re in the Korean understanding of mental disorders.

MAYA WARRIER is Senior Lecturer in Religious Studies at the University of 
Wales, Lampeter. Her publications include Hindu Selves in the Modern World: 
Guru Faith in the Mata Amritanandamayi Mission (London, New York, Delhi: 
Routledge-Curzon, 2005) and Th eology and Religious Studies: An Exploration 
of Disciplinary Boundaries (co-edited with Simon Oliver, London and New 
York: T&T Clark, 2008), as well as book chapters and journal articles. She is 
currently working on a research project funded by the Wellcome Trust, which 
explores the development of Ayurveda in Britain.

YI-LI WU is Associate Professor of History at Albion College (Albion, Mich-
igan, USA). She holds an MA in International Relations and a PhD in History 
from Yale University. Her research interests include the history of obstetrics 
and gynaecology in China, the history of the body, and cross-cultural medical 
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interactions. She is the author of Reproducing Women: Medicine, Metaphor, and 
Childbirth in Late Imperial China (forthcoming from University of California 
Press). Her ongoing research projects include a study of breast disease in Chi-
nese medicine and a comparative study of Chinese and British medicine in the 
nineteenth century.
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