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R. H. BARNES

' - , AVARICE AND INIQUITY AT THE
SOLOR FORT

X - *

On 2nd February 1648 the earth began to tremble around the stone fort
^ situated at Lohayong (Lawayong), Solor, in what is now the Province of
** Nusa Tenggara Timur, eastern Indonesia. Major Willem van der Beek,

' together with the crew of 'den Wolff, safely anchored offshore in the
protection of the calm Solor Strait, watched from its decks as the points
and curtain walls of the fort collapsed. The walls at the entrance, built
many years previously and masoned deep under the earth, were driven
out with great force .Cannons flew out of the ramparts, and the mountain

*£• range behind the fort was riven asunder, while great rocks were thrown
out of the earth. Four people died, including the small son of the new

^ ^ k '••.; Dutch Commander, Hendrik ter Horst, and nine persons suffered in-
^ juries. The vats holding wine, butter, oil, brine, bacon and meat burst
«< open, so that little was salvageable of the provisions recently brought by
' 'den Wolff.
ĵ jr A The earth tremors continued, but not severely, for several days.

Through constant work from the garrison and sailors and help from the
at Solorese, who gave bamboo, palm leaves, wood and other material, van

der Beek managed to make the fortress defensible again and to restore
the dwellings and warehouses. This effort, however, was put to nought in
May, when on the 24th the fort was once again badly shaken. No one was

t hurt this time, but the walls were split in several places. Reporting the
destruction, ter Horst wrote that another such shock would finish the
structure, which was a very old building (over eighty years since con-
struction), held together in place of chalk merely with stonelike earth.

^ The main holes on the west side were made good with 116 palisade poles
brought in within a few days by 'd'Zeemeuw', but the commander was
unable to get the local leaders to order the preparation of lime ovens for

j. repairs because the villagers needed to bring in their harvest (Tiele
and Heeres 1895:418-22, 427; de Hullu 1903:90-91; Anonymous
1650:38-39).
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A varice and Iniquity at the Solor Fort 209

When asked their opinion of the first destructive tremor, the Solorese
declared that in living memory there had never been such a quake. They
claimed that a snake under the earth had been disturbed and began to
move, causing the shuddering and knocking. Lamaholot tradition still
explains earth tremors in this way. Tana Ekan, a female divinity asso-
ciated with the earth, or in other accounts a snake also associated with
the earth, supports the world on her shoulders or in her hands. Earth-
quakes result when she tires and shifts the weight, although sometimes it
is thought that she does this intentionally to punish men (Arndt 1951:
65-66; cf. Barnes 1974:105).

The devastations of 1648 were the last major alterations to the fabric
of what the Dutch called 'Fort Henricus', a structure that replaced a
palisade of lontar palm trunks which the Dominicans erected in 1562
and which was burned to the ground in the next year by Javanese
Muslims. Today the ruins of the Solor stronghold may be seen in much
the same state that the Dutch left them in when the Netherlanders
transferred their center of command in 1653 to their new fort Concordia
at Kupang, Timor. Concordia has long since disappeared, but Fort
Henricus on Solor stands as one of the few remaining visible signs of the
early years of European conquest in Nusa Tenggara Timur.

In 1566 the fathers of St. Dominic built a fort of natural stone and lime
at Lohayong, Solor, on a hill overlooking waters protected from sea
swells and storms. For nearly a century thereafter, Europeans used the
small, dry island of Solor as a principal foothold in the commerce of the
East. First the Portuguese and then the Dutch made the Solor Strait a
port of call for vessels sailing to and from the Moluccas for spices, and
they established there a market and safe harbor for ships dealing in
sandalwood from Timor, following in their choice of location as well as
pattern of trade the established precedent of the Malay, Javanese,
Moluccan, Macassarese, Bugis, Indian and Chinese merchants. During
the first seventy years of its existence, the fortress was on several occa-
sions burned, plundered or abandoned, and it was twice taken from the
Portuguese by the Dutch — events resulting in an intricate chronology
which Rouffaer has managed to work out up to 1638 (Rouffaer 1923-
24b). The population on the islands around the Solor fort, often called
Solorese in early Dutch records, speak the Lamaholot language and are
called in modern ethnography the Lamaholot. The events connected
with early European presence in this area have been reviewed by several
authors (in addition to Rouffaer, see Asselbergs 1902; Biermann 1924;
Boxer 1947; and more recently, Paramita R. Abdurachman 1983 and
Dietrich 1984).

Whatever may have preceded the lontar palisades destroyed by Java-
nese in 1563, this means of surrounding exposed coastal villages by
wooden walls remained in use by Lamaholot communities for centuries,
and we can reasonably infer that the Portuguese priests found ample
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210 R.H.Barnes

local examples of this method to combine with the knowledge they
brought with them of the art of fortification. The first major departure
from Lamaholot achievements in defensive structures was the erection
of the stone facade in 1566 by the Dominican Antonio da Cruz. This
construction consisted of five bastions, with cannon, of which one was
furnished to house the lay-captain. Inside the walls there was a church, a
cloister and a well. Above the gate, the date 1566 declared the year when
work began. To the west of the fort lay the village of the sang adipati (the
local leader) with its own church and 1000 souls. To the east was situated
the village of the lay Portuguese, soldiers and foreign Christians, num-
bering 2000 (Cacegas and de Sousa 1678:349).1

In 1603-1604, the Solor fort burned for the second time, the first
occasion being its destruction by fire in a revolt with telling historical
consequences in 1598. Following the second fire, Vicar Simao Pacheco
brought in a Chinese who covered the roofs of the church, bastions and
houses with tile (Cacegas and de Sousa 1678:370). When the Dutch
under Appolonius Scotte first captured the fort in 1613, their bombard-
ment reduced the fort and dwellings to ruin, but with their new allies,
they quickly began restorations as well as laying a new bastion on the
west side (Tiele and Heeres 1886:84).

On 1st January 1614, Governor-General Pieter Both wrote to the
directors of the United East India Company (or V.O.C.) that he was
sending five portraits of the fortresses recently conquered from the
Portuguese, among them that on Solor (Coolhaas 1960:26). This paint-
ing evidently is the basis of the engraving published in 1646 (Commelin
1646:65; see photo 1). It should be compared with photo 4, showing the
situation of the castle today (although it is now largely hidden by trees)
behind the houses along the shore. The modern village extends to the
east in about the same position as shown in photo 1, but there are no
houses to the west. The accompanying Dutch description reads as
follows (in translation):

A. Is the Bay of Solor . . . B. Is the entrance between two
mountains, of which one is somewhat higher than the other. C. Is
the other entrance or outlet with two equally high mountains. D. Is
the Fort lying on a mountain, around stand some houses, where
the inhabitants live. E. Is their habit or manner of walking, with a
valet behind them.

The perspective is unusual, but it shows recognizably the south coast of
Adonara opposite Solor. The two mountains at the east are the volcano
Hi Boleng on Adonara and the hill at the east tip of Solor just beyond
Lamakera. The west end of the engraving is less accurate, for the two
equally high mountains are Lobetobi Perempuan and Lobetobi Lakilaki
on Flores, not Solor. It is a reasonable inference that the native and his
valet depict the sengaji (ruler) of Solor with a slave. The leading figure is
dressed in a Portuguese hat and jacket, while his lower garment may be a
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Photo 1. Fort Henricus ca. 1614. Dutch engraving. (Source: Isaac Commelin, 1646,
Begin ende Voortgangh van de Vereenighde Nederlantsch Geoctroyeerde Oost-Indische Compagnie, vol. 4.)
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Photo 2. Solor Fort. Aquarelle by Pedro Barreto de Resende (1635), Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris.
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Photo 3. Solor Fort. Aquarelle by Pedro Barreto de Re:
sende (1646), British Museum, Sloan Collect!,

ion no. 197.
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214 R. H. Barnes

Photo 4. Lohayong, Solor. Fort Henricus is hidden by the trees just behind the village.
(Source: the author, August 5, 1979.)

Photo 5. The ruptured south wall. (Source: the author, August 5, 1979.)
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Photo 6. North entrance to Fort Henricus. (Source: the author, August 5, 1979.)
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216 R.H.Barnes

tubular cloth lipa or Lamaholot nowi, as men wear today when not
dressed in trousers. The engraving gives an accurate representation of
the site of the fort and villages, with the surrounding slopes clear of trees
and undergrowth to ensure unobstructed command of the harbour.

There are at least four Portuguese sketches of the fort, all of which
show more or less the same distorted perspective and signs of common
derivation. One is a drawing whose provenance is unknown to me, which
places the fort against a bare background and which may well be the
original for the others, all aquarelles marred by fantastic landscapes
(Silveira 1957:487, print 898). The second (photo 2), attributed to
Pedro Barreto de Resende, is found in manuscript, dated 1635, in the
Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris. The description which accompanies it
lists three bastions in front, two in back and a wall (with a parapet) four
armspans in height and eight handspans in width. Each wall from bastion
to bastion was eleven armspans in length, from which the author illog-
ically infers a circumference of fifty-five armspans, a figure which cannot
be reconciled with the rectangular shape in the painting (the description
may derive from Rangel 1633 in de Sa 1958:330; see also Bocarro 1635
in Braganca Pereira 1939:53).

Wichmann, who visited Lohayong in 1889, gives the height of the
walls as 5V2 meters. He describes the shape of the fort as a trapezoid (see
figure 1), approximately 27 meters deep and 60 meters on its longest
side. As a matter of fact, the present shape is not that of a trapezoid.
Wichmann may, however, have been deceived by the fact that the
bastions on the west extend several meters beyond the west curtainwall.
Wichmann found inside the fort a few huts in which the raja of Lohayong
and his family lived (Wichmann 1891:167).2

The second version of Barreto de Resende's manuscript in the
British Museum contains a different aquarelle of the fort (photo 3), and
yet a fourth is to be found in the Biblioteca Nacional de Lisboa and was
published by Antonio Mariz Carneiro in 1639 (Mariz Carneiro 1639,
map no. 48; de Matos 1974).3 All versions agree in placing two
churches within the walls of the fort and one outside the walls for the
sengaji and natives in the west. The Paris manuscript lacks the separate
Church for the village of lay Portuguese and mestizos in the east, a
detail which would strengthen Rouffaer's hypothesis that this painting
dates from before the Dutch takeover in 1613, since in the first years
the Portuguese attended services within the fort (Rouffaer 1923-24b:
206, 207, 219). The actual placing of the houses differs slightly in each
of the Portuguese representations, but in none of them can the situa-
tion of the buildings be exact, since they do not conform to the actual
terrain. The earth and wood walls in front of the fort in particular could
not have been so regular, and here again the Dutch etching seems to
give a more accurate view of their position. The dwellings directly in
front of the fort remain a mystery. Interestingly, Wichmann mentions
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Figure 1. Fort Henricus (after Wichmann. 1891).

that in 1889 Lohayong was surrounded by a small wall, but this wall no
longer exists.

When the Portuguese Viceroy d'Albuquerque sent a small fleet to
explore the islands of the Moluccas in 1511, the ships dropped down
from Malacca to Sumatra and Java, whence they sailed hugging the
coasts of the Sunda Islands past Solor before turning up through the
Banda Sea to Ambon (Galvao 1944:85). The first Spanish vessel to
traverse Indonesia, 'The Victoria', guided by pilots from Tidore, fol-
lowed almost exactly the reverse course from the Moluccas to Timor in
1552, but sailed south of Java and Sumatra to avoid the Portuguese (Le
Roux 1929). The ancient route for trading vessels between Java and the
Moluccas passed by Solor, and the Portuguese adopted this track as their
principal one until they found a northern passage above Brunei after
1545.

By 1515, just a few years after d'Albuquerque's conquest of Malacca
in 1511, Portuguese merchants began visiting Solor, where they made
friends and built houses on the coasts (Jacobs 1974:301). From Malacca,
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Portuguese ships set out in September and January following the mon-
soons, returning from the spice islands in June and October. The Jesuit
priest Baltasar Dias, who visisted Solor in 1559, reported that 200
Portuguese had 'wintered' in Solor in that year, that is, waited out the
storms of December and January (Jacobs 1974:690-691). Dias dis-
covered that the merchants had already made converts on Solor and at
Lewonama near Larantuka, Flores. On Solor there was already a
mosque and many Muslims, who were ruled by several heads (no doubt
religious persons), two of whom came from Calicut and three from
Bengal. One of those from Calicut made gunpowder. As was later
rediscovered, the Solor islands provided both saltpeter and sulfur, so
that gunpowder could be made locally. Dias also found that many
Chinese visited Solor.

In 1561, just thirteen years after the first Dominican missionaries to
India left Lisbon for Goa, the Bishop of Malacca sent three members of
the order, Antonio da Cruz, Simao das Chagas and the lay brother
Aleixo to Solor. Their first houses lay at the beach, separated from the
locals; but the buildings were constructed in the local manner, with thick
house posts and with palm leaf roofs. Because many of their neighbors
were Muslims, whom the Dominicans feared as enemies, Cruz decided
to erect a palisade, which was soon to save his life (Cacegas and de Sousa
1678:347; Encarnacao 1634, in de Sa 1958:310; Rouffaer 1923-
1924b:205).

Javanese Muslims were not the only Indonesian influences the Portu-
guese encountered on Solor. A Javanese fleet from Majapahit con-
quered Larantuka, Flores, in c. 1357, and the Nagarakertagama lists
Solor as a dependency of Majapahit (Brandes 1896:128; Pigeaud
1962:34; Le Roux 1929:47). The local rulers of Solor and adjacent
islands were called sang adipati, a Javanese title of nobility, or sengaji, a
Javanese title also employed in Ternate (cf. Paramita R. Abdurachman
1983:102). Despite Dias' correspondence with the 'King of Solor',
whose son was trained in Malacca as a catechizer for service on Solor
(Frofs, in Jacobs 1974:334-335; Jarric 1608:690-691), Cacegas explic-
itly denied that there was a king on Solor. Each place had its lord or
captain, who came from the most prominent family. The sang adipati was
a lord of a limited district, and no village was subjected to another
(Cacegas and de Sousa 1678:344, 357).

According to dos Santos (1609), prior to 1566 political supremacy on
Solor lay in the hands of Javanese Muslims, but the Sultan of Ternate
also claimed Solor as a dependency during at least part of the sixteenth
century and later, and the various sengaji of Solor and Adonara repea-
tedly acknowledged this tie throughout the first century or more of
European contact. The exact nature of the claims of Java and Ternate on
Solor are obscure, but the states on the northern and eastern coasts of
Java flourished in the first half of the sixteenth century and drew much of

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:10:37PM
via free access



220 R. H. Barnes

their vitality from commerce in sandalwood and spices, which they
brought from the Moluccas and Timor to the emporium of Malacca.
These same principalities lost their hold on the eastern trade with the rise
of Pajang, in central Java, between 1560 and 1590 and through the
wholesale piracy by the Portuguese on Muslim shipping to the Moluccas
(Vlekke 1960:85-86, 104-105). The Portuguese established ties with
the Hindu Kingdom of Panarukan in the east of Java, then being harass-
ed by Muslims from Gresik, and placed a mission there by 1560. In 1563
a fleet of Javanese, possibly from Japara (cf. Paramita R. Abdurachman
1983:95), sailed in an attempt to drive the Portuguese from Solor.
Although they burned the palisade to the ground, its inhabitants were
rescued by chance by a Portuguese galleon returning from Ternate on its
way to Malacca. Surprising the attackers, the galleon destroyed several
boats and killed many of the Javanese troops. The sang adipati and
several Muslims of Solor allowed themselves to be baptized (Cacegas
and de Sousa 1678:347-348).

Solor and Flores were never the main focus of Portuguese interest in
Asia, but setbacks in the Moluccas and Macassar enhanced the impor-
tance of these islands for them at various periods. The two clove pro-
ducing kingdoms of Ternate and Tidore stood opposite each other off
Halmahera. Approached by the Portuguese from the west and the
Spanish from the east, they were drawn into a four-way struggle between
producers and exploiters, in which the Europeans had superior military
equipment and skill, but were outmatched in diplomatic ability by Sultan
Hairun of Ternate. By 1565 the troops of Sultan Hairun had destroyed
the Molucca mission by attacking and killing native Christians. In 1570
the Portuguese murdered the Sultan after concluding a formal treaty of
friendship with him.

His successor, Sultan Baabullah, besieged the Portuguese in their fort,
which he took in 1574. At the peak of Baabullah's power, seventy-two
islands, according to contemporary mission accounts, recognized the
sovereignty of Ternate. Portuguese documents show that Sultan Baab-
ullah sent his cousin Kaichili Ulan to Bum, where he was to recruit men
and ships for an attack — which, however, never came off — on the
Portuguese fort on Solor. The Solorese had sent envoys requesting
assistance, to which the Sultan had already responded by returning some
of his own kinsmen as his representatives (Hall 1966:222-223; de Sa
1956:321-323). In 1580, the Sultan captured Buton and converted it to
Islam, requiring nothing further than a yearly gift (Ligtvoet 1878:31).

The taking of Buton was in a way the first step in the eventual loss of
Solor by the Portuguese to the Dutch, who did not, however, arrive in
the East until 1596. At any event, the declining power and prestige of the
Portuguese in Ternate may well have had an effect on their position in
Solor. Sometime in the 1590s Lamahala on Adonara, which dos Santos
had listed as once containing 2000 Christians, was attacked by Muslims
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from neighboring Trong, and from this period on Lamahala became and
remained a Muslim village (Cacegas and de Sousa 1678:350). In 1598
some of the Christians of Solor came under the influence of the Muslims
and grew uncomfortable under the tyranny of the captain of fort An-
tonio d'Andria, who emprisoned the sengaji of Lohayong, Dom Diogo,
for ten months because of his dealings with the Muslims. Dom Diogo,
said to have had 'the soul of a Moor' underneath a Christian exterior,
called to his aid the sengaji of Christian Lamakera, Dom Goncalo, whom
d'Andria had brutally humiliated in front of his villagers by slashing
open his back with a sword.

The Dominican chroniclers place principal blame on the lay captain,
d'Andria, and their attitude shows their own resentment of the fact that
the Viceroy had taken from them the power to nominate their own
captain. Cacegas places in Dom Diogo's mouth a remarkable speech in
which he complains that the Portuguese took merchandise from persons
going to market. Diogo also accuses d'Andria of using local crews on his
ships without pay and of building a fortress at Servite (Sarabiti), Ando-
nara, with forced labor, for which he gave the workers not so much as a
handful of rice. The fishermen of Lohayong were compelled to keep two
boats in constant use supplying the garrison with fish. The Portuguese
were also accused of making the locals 'drop the law of our ancestors'.4

Persuaded by these arguments, Dom Goncalo and his brother, Dom
Joao, hatched a plot to kill d'Andria in church at Lewonama, Flores, on
the feast day of Saint Lawrence, 10th August 1598. This plot fell through
because Antonio Luis, the head of Lewonama, refused to cooperate.
When d'Andria was informed of the plot, he confronted Dom Diogo
incautiously with his knowledge. Dom Diogo and his fellows decided to
act at once. Appearing at Lohayong on 12th August, they pretended to
be on their way to festivities at Pamakayu in the west of Solor. In fact
they divided into three squadrons, one of which was to capture and
murder d'Andria in his house outside the walls of the fortress. The
second was to enter the fortress, and the third was intended to guard the
weapons in the boats until the moment of attack. Dom Goncalo led his
group into the fort, where he prayed in the church and conversed with
the priests. The latter, more subtle and better informed than the captain,
quietly left the fortress while Goncalo promenaded within the walls.
Meanwhile those who went after d'Andria were thwarted, strangely
enough, by the fact that he was sleeping in his bedroom and therefore did
not meet them in the front room. They then returned to the boats for
their weapons. Soon an attack began according to plan at Tanah Garam
(no doubt a salt-making place) near Lohayong. Hearing the commotion,
Goncalo took over the fort, killing those who did not make their escape.

D'Andria, who was a man of great fortitude no matter how careless,
entered the fort through a hidden door brandishing his sword and
shouting. Astounded by his sudden appearance, Goncalo and his group
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fled over the walls. D'Andria had been led to the door by the head priest.
The small false or hidden door had been built for this purpose some years
before, but then closed up and reopened only two months before the
attack. From this fact we can infer that the priests, with their better
sources of information, were prepared for an uprising. In the event,
although some Christians took part in the plot, not all of the local
Christians joined them, and many fled into the bush before rejoining the
Europeans in the fortress. A strong wind blew sparks from the burning
village, setting fire to the churches, bastions and everything in the fort
covered with palm-leaf roofs.

For eight months the Solorese plundered and killed in the stations of
the mission on Solor and Flores, until on 24th March 1599 ships from
Malacca supplemented by enough local boats to make a fleet of ninety
razed and burned Lamakera, killing everything alive. From this year on,
the estimated 2,000 former Christians of Lamakera, which soon rebuilt
itself, openly professed Islam (Cacegas and de Sousa 1678:357-366).

In 1602, the King of Macassar (Gowa) sent a fleet to Flores and Solor
on invitation of a Raja of Flores. This fleet of forty boats and three
thousand men attempted to surprise the fortress on Solor, which by
chance was strongly manned by the crew of a galleon which had been
stranded in the previous year off the eastern tip of Java. Seeing that the
fort could not be taken easily, the commander of the Macassar boats
turned his attention to Ende, but again without success. In the end the
King of Macassar sent rice to Solor and made peace (Cacegas and de
Sousa 1678:367-70; Rouffaer 1923-1924b:209-210). In the same year
of 1602, the Netherlandsjincorporated the United East India Company,
organized and intended according to Oldenbarneveldt, 'for damaging
the enemy and for security of the fatherland'. By 1605 the Netherlanders
had taken the Portuguese fortresses on Ambon and the Portuguese left
the Moluccas.

In 1609, the V.O.C. appointed Pieter Both as Governor-General of
the Indies. He was instructed to exclude all competitors from the Spice
Islands and to bring order to the profitable trade in sandalwood (van
Dam 1931:528; Boxer 1979:1, 19). The King of Buton required a
counterweight to the King of Macassar, who had forced him to transfer
his allegiance from Ternate to Gowa. Tiele thinks that it was a promi-
nent Ternate person who gave the King of Buton the idea to send an
Englishman in his service to Ambon with the proposal that the Dutch
attack the Portuguese in their fort on Solor (Tiele 1886:274). Both
commissioned Appolonius Scotte, Captain of Makian, to take a com-
pany of soldiers first to Buton and then to Solor. Scotte left Tidore 9th
November 1612, arriving at Buton on 17th December. By 5th January
1613 he had concluded a treaty in which the Dutch promised to inter-
cede with the King of Macassar to persuade him to cease hostilities
against Buton. The Netherlanders were also to take steps to assure that

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:10:37PM
via free access



A varice and Iniquity at the Solor Fort 223

the King of Ternate did not molest his vassal, the King of Buton. In
return, the King of Buton promised to assist the voyage to Solor with
well-made kora-kora (warships) (Heeres 1907:104-108). Butonese
troops did not, however, accompany Scotte, as Ligtvoet (1878:33)
supposes. Scotte wrote that the King did indeed send more people and
kora-kora as promised, but they arrived only after the fort had been
taken (Tiele and Heeres 1886:14).

On 9th January 1613 Scotte set sail for Solor with the ships 'der Veer'
and 'de Halve Maen' as well as several troops and a kora-kora from
Ternate, whose King promised to send more perahu. They arrived on the
17th and immediately put a battery out of service with guns from 'der
Veer', but their attempt to storm the fort miscarried when the ships
began to drag anchor and the troops had to reboard, having lost a man
and sustained several wounded. They left part of the town in ashes and
burned more houses on the 21st and 29th. While waiting in front of the
fort in March, they went ashore on several occasions, attacking on the
run, helped to some extent but frugally by the Solor villagers.

On 5th April they landed in force. On 7th April they began to shoot
with two iron cannons at the outer works, made of wood and earth, on
the other side of the valley which lay between. On the 9th they brought
two French 'half cannons ashore with which they knocked down most of
a square tower from which the Portuguese had caused much damage,
thereby frightening the Portuguese. The Netherlanders had to continue
the attack for several days, until, after Scotte had threatened to kill
everyone in the fort and after three months of attacks, the Portuguese
surrendered on the 20th.

Scotte found more than a thousand persons in the fort, among them
more than 250 able-bodied blacks and mestizos and around 30 Portu-
guese, counting both ill and healthy, as well as seven Dominican monks.
Two or three days after the victory, the rest of the Portuguese garrison
returned from trading on Timor, bringing the total of whites up to 80 and
mestizos to 450.

The Netherlanders renamed the stronghold Fort Henricus after
Prince Frederik Hendrik. The fortress would have been easily defensible
against a larger force than the Dutch had been, had the Portuguese been
more courageous and had the full garrison been there to man the
defenses. As it was, they withstood 800 shots with large cannon. The
citadel lay on an elevation in a very strong position and was built up
inside with masonry. It was situated close to the beach and had two deep
valleys on either side, especially on the east side, which was very steep
and strengthened with a masonry wall. On the west side was a little
foreland, slowly sloping down, between which valley and fort the Portu-
guese had constructed an outer work of earth and wood (see photo 1).
Inside the fort the new owners found six casks of gunpowder, a great iron
piece brought from Goa, several other cannon, as well as eight or nine
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months' supply of rice, two butts of wine, many pots of arak, and a
sufficiency of all other kinds of food (Tiele and Heeres 1886:13-18).

In January 1613 the Netherlander had taken Fort Marieko on Tidore
from the Spanish, but when Both heard of Scotte's victory, he exclaimed
that the capture of Solor was worth more than all of Tidore. Scotte had
acknowledged that there was no profit on Solor (since no sandalwood
grew there), but held that it was an opportunity not to be missed to
secure Timor and to provide from these quarters food for the settlements
in the Moluccas. Both wrote 1st January 1614 to the Directors of the
V.O.C. that the region was rich in food, with deer and (wild) pigs in
abundance, as well as uncountable coconut trees, so that the Dutch could
brew arak in quantity (Tiele and Heeres 1886:20, 33). On the same day,
Jan Pieterszoon Coen wrote the Directors that the Netherlanders now
had the sandalwood alone in their hands, if they but could hold it. To do
this they needed to prevent any other nation from trading on Timor,
forcing them instead to come to the castle on Solor. The Dutch should
keep frigates there to intercept all strangers who wanted to go to Timor
and bring them to the market town around the fort. Above all, several
thousand inhabitants of Timor were waiting to be provided with cloth,
silk, porcelain, gold, silver and other needs, all of which the Dutch could
do now if they only had the ships and men. With sandalwood in their
control they could break into the lucrative Chinese silk trade, but they
needed to prevent the Chinese junks from going to Timor, and if only
they had the means they could also stop the Javanese, Macassarese and
other Indonesian merchants who regularly sailed there in great numbers
(Tiele and Heeres 1886:57-58).

Sometime thereafter, Adriaen van der Velde, Commander of Solor,
wrote to Both that the Dutch should beware of the Chinese, who could
trade with wares the Dutch could not get. 'They can give more than we,
since in China everything is abundant and cheap.' From the Javanese
and Klings (Indians) there was little to fear, for they traded in small
amounts with Chinese goods; but there was danger that if the Portuguese
were driven out they would trade under the guise of the nations men-
tioned above (Tiele and Heeres 1886:83-84).

The Muslims, who had been in truce with the Portuguese, turned
against them when the fort fell and declared themselves to be subjects of
the King of Ternate. In highest esteem among them was Kaichil Partani,
who, though under Portuguese pressure nominally Christian, became
disaffected after the Portuguese killed his father (Tiele and Heeres
1886:19). Records of the time call this man Dom Diogo or Kaichil
Partani (Colenbrander 1921:105).5 We may reasonably infer therefore
that his father was the Dom Diogo who inspired the rebellion against the
Portuguese in 1598. At any event, Kaichil Partani maintained a great
correspondence with the Kings of Buton, Macassar, Bantam and the
Raja of Mena, Timor.
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While Scotte was on Solor, a delegate from the Sultan of Macassar
arrived with thirty-three kora-kora, bearing messages and presents to
the captain of the fort, wishing to speak with him, which, however, Scotte
forbade. Macassar desired tribute from the inhabitants of Solor, but
Scotte reasoned them into leaving, arguing that the people of Solor were
obliged not to Macassar, but to the King of Ternate. Cacegas confirms
that the King of Macassar, a Muslim (thus after 1605), sometimes sent
armed boats to exact tribute on Solor (Cacegas and de Sousa 1678:344).

The new commander of the Solor stronghold, van der Velde, com-
plained later that Scotte, who by then was dead, having drowned while
swimming in the river at Jakarta on 25th November 1613, had been
induced by the Castilian Andre Toluse, whom the Portuguese had
corrupted with gifts, to sign a treaty which gave much freedom to the
Portuguese. Even so, some of the Portuguese and mestizos had violated
the treaty by settling at Larantuka, instead of going to Malacca. Owing
the Company over 100 reals, Toluse deserted to Larantuka on 2nd
February 1614. The Portuguese refused to return him, as they were
obliged to do by the articles of the treaty. A priest soon began to work
among the native Christians, turning them against the Company. Van
der Velde regarded the Muslims as untrustworthy. In his eyes, they were
suspicious and avaricious and kept no promises. Their principal leader,
Partani, however, proved himself sufficiently well disposed toward the
Dutch and was helpful in fortifying and strengthening the castle, com-
pleting the new bulwark begun on the west side by Scotte. The battery
securing the harbor had also been completed, but another bulwark
needed to be laid on the south side, against an elevation from which the
castle could be greatly damaged. The commander lived with the Com-
pany's merchant inside the fort because, due to the destruction of the
assault, there were few houses. There was as well danger below the fort,
where several attempts had been made to poison him, although with the
help of medicines he recovered (Tiele and Heeres 1886:80-88).

In a letter to Both of 1st May 1614, van der Velde described Solor
under the Portuguese as an opulent, voluptuous, rich place, in which
individual merchants were given liberty and freedom to trade, but all
that had been changed by the ruin and destruction in taking the fort and
through the restrictions placed on trade by the Company. Due to its
striving to obtain monopoly, he wrote, whatever place the V.O.C. took
over in the Indies necessarily decayed and declined (Tiele and Heeres
1886:88-89). In the following year, 26th October 1615, Both's replace-
ment as Governor-General, Gerard Reynst, complained that Timor had
been opened up to Javanese junks which the Portuguese had managed to
exclude, 'so we made the trade good for them with our war' (Coolhaas
1960:54).

Van der Velde requested Protestant preachers to work among the
Christians. The first to arrive, 1st January 1614, were Mathys van den
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Broeck and the lay-reader (krankenbezoeker, visitor of the sick) Pieter
Wynandts. Van den Broeck was a difficult and quarrelsome man who
had failed at Ambon. He refused to speak to the natives in Malay,
alleging that it smelled of the Papacy to speak in a foreign tongue. This
attitude did not make the desired impression on the native Catholics,
who continued to listen to the priest at Larantuka. Van den Broeck's
companions judged him 'incompatible to remain in these lands', and van
der Velde, deciding that van den Broeck was useless, transferred him
after two months to Kupang. Pieter Wynandts died within two years,
after having accomplished very little (Asselbergs 1902, no. 3:57-61; see
also Mooij 1923:83-86).

The Christians soon fell away when Francisco Fernandes, the former
Solorese Captain Laut (or Commander at Sea), returned with a priest
from the Moluccas, bringing a rumor of a powerful armada being
gathered in Malacca. Only the Muslims remained loyal to the Dutch, but
van der Velde thought them little to be trusted because their government
was popular and not monarchical. From old they stood under the King of
Ternate, but were ruled by their sengajis, who had no authority and were
no more than heads of the community, and were therefore capable of
nothing but what was approved by the community. Consequently their
government 'is nearly an anarchy, which is the most miserable state of a
community or republic'. Although they had been subject to the King of
Ternate, for several years the King of Macassar with the help of the
Portuguese required certain tolls and tribute from them. The Muslim
villages consisted of Adonara and Serebite on the island of Adonara
under Partani, with 400 households, Lamakera, Solor, with 200, Lama-
hala, Adonara, with 250, Trong, Adonara, with 60, as well as Ratululi
with some small villages on the range behind the castle on Solor (Tiele
and Heeres 1886:94-95).

Van der Velde's death was reported to the Directors of the Company
by the chief merchant of Solor, Crijn van Raemburch, in a letter of 13th
August 1614. Stirred up by Fernandes, the Christian village of Karma on
Adonara rose against the Dutch, attacked the friends of the Nether-
landers, and held the slaves and children of the Dutch married there,
refusing to give them up. Commander van der Velde with the skipper of
'de Halve Maen' and a troop of twenty-seven to twenty-eight soldiers
and some Mardijkers (freemen) and others left the fort on 10th July by
ship to punish Karma.6 They arrived in Karma, which was situated a little
to landwards, where they killed some of its principal men without
suffering damage. Lieutenant Verhouven and 'a Ternatese' advised that
they burn the village and leave, having received word that the mountain
people were preparing to attack. Even though he had achieved his end,
van der Velde delayed, ordering his men to plunder the village and bring
everything together.

They remained a crucial two and a half hours while the mountain
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people amassed a force of 3,000. When the Dutch finally withdrew and
marched toward the beach, the local population attacked with bows and
arrows, surrounding them. Van der Velde drew his men together and led
them through at the loss of seven men, including the skipper Melis
Andrieszoon, five soldiers and the Commander himself, who was so
seriously injured by the time he reached the water that he fell against a
soldier and died. In his last words he lamented his folly, saying, according
to van Raemburch, 'When God wishes to punish someone, He takes his
wisdom from him'. The rest of the troops got safely on the boats, but they
left their commander lying in the wash of the surf and were compelled to
watch while the enraged men of Karma severed his head and cut his body
to ribbons.

In a few days the provost of the castle, Joost van Malen, deserted to
Larantuka, where he encouraged the Portuguese in Larantuka to take
the castle. The Dutch retreated into their fortress, while Francisco
Fernandes appeared with a great force near the fort at night. The Dutch
fired on them and the Portuguese quickly retreated, but remained hid-
den here and there, harassing the Dutch for a long while afterwards,
meanwhile sending for help from Malacca. The new commander of the
fort, Willem Janszoon, quickly put everything in good order. By repu-
tation good-natured, Janszoon had obviously been chosen in contrast
with the sanguinary van der Velde (Tiele and Heeres 1886:98-100;
Coolhaas 1960:31).

The death of van der Velde shattered Dutch optimism about their new
possession. Whereas for the Portuguese Solor had represented in the
first place an opportunity to spread Catholicism and only secondly a
trading center for individual merchants, for the Netherlanders it was
solely a commercial venture, and a precarious one at best. Any loss to the
Company had to be weighed against some military or diplomatic advan-
tage. Reynst sent a delegation to Solor in 1615 to see if it brought more
loss than profit and judged that control of the sandal trade could be
maintained by use of patrol ships alone. According to a letter of 26th
October 1615, he decided to keep the garrison in the fort temporarily to
see if the quantity of sandalwood increased, but by the end of December,
he ordered the Commander of the fort, Janszoon, to abandon and
completely raze it, thereby finally carrying out a resolution dating from
as early as 18th September (Coolhaas 1960:31, 48, 54; Rouffaer 1923-
24b:2l3; Realia 1886:219).

Portuguese efforts to recover the fort came to nothing, partly appa-
rently because of refusal of the Viceroy of India to permit them to do so
(Rouffaer 1923-24b:214; Bocarro, in Braganca Pereira 1939:53). A
Dutch vessel stopping at Lohayong in March 1618 found that the Portu-
guese had burned one of the allied villages. The Dutch left a guard of six
men and brought to Batavia the sons of the various sengaji. These men
brought with them the original of the contract made by Scotte. In an
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interesting letter of about this time, written in Portuguese rather than
Malay, Partani complains forthrightly that the Company had broken
Scotte's promise that the Hollanders would protect its Solor allies for-
ever. The Solorese requested a garrison and offered help in constructing
a bulwark (Colenbrander 1919:344; Coolhaas 1952:226-227; Realia
1886:219). On 10th July 1618 the Dutch agreed to assist them against
the Portuguese and to reconstruct the fort. They renewed, 7th Septem-
ber, the contract of 1613 and sent Crijn van Raemburch, as Commander,
back to reestablish the fort, where he remained until 1621.

If the version of this treaty published in the Corpus Diplomaticum is
not the original with a faulty date as suggested by Tiele, then it is a literal
copy of the 1613 contract. None of the Lamaholot signatories was
actually in Jakarta in 1618, and two of the Hollanders, Scotte and van
der Velde, were already dead. The extant copy is countersigned 7th
September 1618 by J. P. Coen. This contract is noteworthy for its explicit
acknowledgement that parts of Solor belong to the Sultan of Ternate and
for its promise to prevent the King of Macassar from interfering with
Solor. The contract also guarantees the Netherlanders permission to
marry local women, which they had already begun to do soon after
capturing the fort (Heeres 1907:138-142; Tiele 1886:277).

Governor-General Coen's instructions to Raemburch dated 12th
September 1618 are as remarkable for their bureaucratic lack of candor
as for their bellicosity. Coen orders Raemburch to assure the Lamaholot
allies that the Company by no means violated Scotte's contract by
knocking down the fortress and exposing them to Portuguese depreda-
tions, but that their pulling out merely permitted the Company to attack
the main strongholds of their common enemy with greater force. On the
other hand, Coen warns Raemburch that since the Solorese are Muslims
he should proceed with great discretion and caution. Especially he
should prevent those who are badly disposed from doing damage under
the pretext of taking revenge for the Company's betrayal of its allies.
Coen instructs the Commander to praise to the Solorese the virtues of
government by one or by a few and to contrast to this the disorderliness
and weakness, so difficult for the Company to cope with, of a popular
one in which everyone is master. The Solorese must be led to choose a
sovereign head and to give him complete authority, so that he may deal
with the V.O.C. This ruler must then be brought to live near the fort.

Coen did not think he could prescribe the size and form of the fortress,
since the structure must be adapted to the location and the material
available, but he suggested a square with four half points, large enough
to hold thirty to forty persons as well as some Timor cargo. While the
Solorese helped in constructing it, each man was to receive a pound of
rice per day. The Solorese were permitted to trade in the ports on Timor
too small for Dutch ships. Any free Hollanders who wished to settle and
trade on Solor should be permitted to do so. Chinese or other Asian
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ships trying to trade on Timor should be taken prize and the crews sent
away, while English, French or other European vessels should be headed
off and forced to leave. As much damage as possible should be done the
Spanish, Portuguese and their adherents. Any goods captured from
them should be used to the benefit of the Company, and persons taken
should be used for heavy work and as slaves (Colenbrander 1920:429-
433).7

After Coen's capture of Jakarta in May, 1619, Solor steadily lost in
significance to the Dutch. An attack on the fort in that year led by the
Portuguese Admiral Agostinho Lobato was repulsed, and the Admiral
died at the hands of some of his own Japanese soldiers, angered by the
murder of another Japanese during an earlier attack on Ende, Flores. In
May 1620 Raemburch attacked Larantuka, but suffered heavy losses.
Raemburch tried to impose a Ternatese prince (Kimmela) in place of the
sengaji Partani, without success (Rouffaer 1923-24b:215; Colen-
brander 1919:570-572).8 In July 1625 Jan Thomaszoon Dayman,
Commander of the fort since 1622, converted to Catholicism and de-
serted to Larantuka with his Solorese wife and family, where he died of
poison, 'a well merited reward for his wicked deed' (Coolhaas 1960:227;
Heeres 1896:254).

His successor, Jan de Hornay, contracted a year's truce with Laran-
tuka ('Portuguese excepted') in February 1628, and made peace with
Lamahala, Adonara, which had with Portuguese help been attacking
Henricus. The directors of the V.O.C. called the truce "r absurtste van
alien'. But they were also displeased with Hornay's poor management,
the excessive costs for little return, and they lamented the 'too great
means' entrusted to such an unqualified officer. During the year Hornay
had acquired not a single kati of sandalwood in payment of expenses.
Hornay also lived a drunken and debauched existence, so that even
Partani complained to the Company about him. Coen decided 11th
December 1628 to abandon and raze the fort once again, sending
Gregorius Corneliszoon to carry out the evacuation.

Corneliszoon was charged with investigating rumors about Hornay's
behavior and ordered to arrest him and bring him to Batavia if they
proved true. Since Coen expected the allies to protest the removal once
again of the garrison, he required Corneliszoon to explain that as the
allies were in treaty with the Portuguese, with whom the Company was at
war, the Company could not see the utility of the large expenditure
Henricus entailed. Furthermore, since it was understood that the bad
behavior of the Commander was responsible for much of the discontent,
the Company had decided to remove him. Corneliszoon should try to
convince Partani and his son to move to Batavia (Colenbrander 1923:
120, 195-97, 247-48, 421-24, 706, 721, 853; Coolhaas 1952:1303-
1307, 1352-63).

According to Valentyn (1726:125), the rumors about Hornay were
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conveyed in certain Batavian church papers. The papers in question
presumably were the report which the Protestant preacher Justus Heur-
nius made in 1628 to the directors of the V.O.C. Heurnius related that,
having concluded that Hornay was about to deliver the fortress to the
Portuguese, lay-readers Jan Brouwer, Jesaias Lubbertszoon and Jan
Dirkszoon, who in that year were active on Solor, attempted to take
Hornay into custody and hold him until one of the Company's ships
could return to Batavia. They failed in this effort, and one of the three
was killed (Mooij 1923:257). Fearing arrest, Hornay deserted to Laran-
tuka, where he became a Catholic and lived thereafter for many years
with his Florenese wife. His son Antonio later became Commander of
the Portuguese forces at Larantuka and Timor, and through his marriage
to the daughter of the Raja of Ambeno, Timor, the founder of the
principal families of Black Portuguese or Topasses, who for many years
formed a third, largely independent military power in the region (Boxer
1947:216).

Corneliszoon arrived at Solor in February 1629, to find that the
Commander had gone and the people living around the fort had fled,
since they feared the same treatment Coen had given Banda in 1621,
where he had exterminated part of the population and sold the rest into
slavery in order to secure a monopoly on the trade in nutmeg. Cornelis-
zoon carried out his orders, despite the efforts of 'the only head who
remained loyal', the sengaji of Lamakera. The Company then carried on
the Timor trade with junks from Batavia under principal merchant Jan
Tombergen (Coolhaas 1960:262-263).9

Miguel Rangel, for a second time Dominican Vicar-General, left Goa
for Malacca 22nd October 1629, where he witnessed the destruction of
the Aceh fleet of Sultan Iskandar Muda by Admiral Nuno Alvares
Botelho. In Malacca he heard that the Dutch had again left the fort; so he
hurriedly collected twelve new priests and sailed 9th March 1630 to see
the fort himself for the first time. In Larantuka he met resistance to the
plan of reviving Solor, but he persisted and turned to the rich merchants
of Macao for financial support, where he also acquired several Chinese
masons, a weapon smith and a special cannon form. From Malacca he
brought several cannon captured from the Sultan of Aceh. From the
King of Portugal he requested a garrison of criminals and exiled Portu-
guese as well as thirty or forty Negroes, no doubt from Mozambique,
who were to settle and marry there - the whole to be paid for through a
system of tolls and trade regulations. This scheme came to nothing, but
he did place 40 men and 15 cannon in the fortress, and he entirely rebuilt
on a new foundation the bulwark on the sea side which the Dutch had
knocked down (Rangel 1633 in de Sa 1958:337-346; de Santa Catha-
rina 1733:798-799; Rouffaer 1923-24b: 216-217).

Tombergen attacked the fort in June 1636, doing little damage except
for firing two buttresses, roofed with palm leaves. Nevertheless, the
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Portuguese garrison of twenty-five to twenty-six mestizos and blacks
quickly left it. Since the allies could not keep up the fort and the cost of a
garrison could not be met from trade, the Company left it empty until
1646 (Tiele and Heeres 1890:lxx, 311-312,328). On 14th January 1641
the Netherlanders took Malacca, and many Portuguese resettled in
Macassar and Flores. Shortly thereafter the Dutch Republic contracted
a truce with Portugal, where in the previous year a successful revolt
ended the sixty-year union of the crowns of Spain and Portugal. But the
Luso-Dutch treaty was not implemented in the Indies until November
1644, when Johan Maetsuyker and Viceroy Aveires concluded a sup-
plementary agreement.

Fearing that the Portuguese and Jesuits had designs on Solor, where
they were thought to be planning a second Malacca, the Company
ordered van der Beek on 1st February 1646 to take twenty-five soldiers,
a ship and thirty-five sailors to Solor, where he was to reoccupy Henricus
and sign a new treaty with the chief men. Van der Beek left the fort and a
garrison of thirty-four men in the charge of Lieutenant Hendrik van
Oldenburgh (Tiele and Heeres 1895:316-324), who died after a long
illness in January 1648. In the following month, while van der Beek
watched from 'den Wolff, the fort suffered the first of two destructive
earthquakes that finally ended its effective military role.

Nevertheless, van der Beek left forty-four Dutch in the stronghold
and placed the merchant Hendrik ter Horst in charge. Injai Chili, the
widow of Kaichil Partani, agreed to move to the fort.10 'That old,
decrepit, sickly wife would rather do this than give up the rule (as was
suggested to her).' Whatever her cares and state of health, the 'Queen of
Solor', as she became known, reigned for another sixteen years (Tiele
and Heeres 1895:421). In 1651 the truce with Portugal ended, and in
1652 the fight began again in the Indies. In 1653 the Dutch took over the
Portuguese fort at Kupang, Timor, renaming it Concordia, and Dutch
interest as well as history shifted decisively away from Solor. When in
1655 Jacob van der Heijden, Commander of Solor and Timor, led a
force including two hundred Solorese troops in an attack on Sonbai,
Timor, many prominent nobles of Solor died in the ensuing debacle. Van
der Heijden himself died under the sword of Antonio de Hornay, son of
the former Captain of the Solor fort (Coolhaas 1968:14-15).

A punitive expedition of eight hundred Europeans led by Arnold de
Vlamingh van Oudtshoorn was twice beaten by the Timorese and Black
Portuguese under de Hornay. On his return to Batavia from Timor, de
Vlamingh stopped at Henricus on 8th July 1656, which he decided was in
such a bad shape that it should be leveled and another fort built on Roti
(Valentyn 1726:125-126; Realia 1886:219). De Vlamingh blamed his
defeat on the carriers, who ran off (Bor 1663:256). The queen of Solor,
however, lamented that de Vlamingh had ordered the evacuation of
Henricus even though the Solorese had carried the powder and balls, as
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well as bringing the wounded to the boats. 'It was also all children of
sengajis and free people who all together were left [dead] on Timor with
Jacob van der Heijden, and this only for the Company's cause, not for
any affair of our own on Solor' (Boxer 1947:5-6; Coolhaas 1968:154; de
Hullu 1904:226-228).

Thereafter the fort remained an outpost of Dutch interests, and was
occasionally lightly garrisoned. In 1667, for example, there were only
four small iron guns in Henricus and two sharpshooters (Coolhaas 1968:
582, 681). Except for a visit in 1660 of a Dutch fleet preparing to attack
Macassar, the fort no longer figured prominently in historical events.
After the Netherlanders annihilated a Portuguese squadron and cap-
tured Panakkukang, one of the three Macassar forts, the King of Macas-
sar signed a treaty in which in one of the clauses he agreed not to extend
further his trade on Solor and Timor and not to assist the enemy in Solor
with arms and provisions (Heeres 1931:168-177). In 1679, a Captain
Groffola forced the Solorese to deliver tribute to Ternate. Having been
defeated and imprisoned at Batavia by the Dutch in 1681, the Sultan of
Ternate signed a treaty of 7th July 1683 in which the Company returned
his empire 'on loan'. In this treaty the Company forced the Sultan to
renounce his 'old, unfounded pretension' to Solor, otherwise so often
documented and attested in the earlier records of the Company (Stapel
1934:304, 310-311; Fruin-Mees 1928:317).

The year 1702 marks the end of the so-called Golden Century of the
V.O.C., and in that year uncharacteristically peace and quiet reigned on
Solor. For two centuries Solor had played a role which, though often
secondary, was by no means insignificant to the trading empires of the
Portuguese and the Dutch. What we learn of the enterprising, turbulent,
fractious fishing and trading communities of Solor, Flores and Adonara
not surprisingly generally reflects the largely commercial and political
interests of the Europeans, who left the peoples of the interior alone and
largely unknown. In 1636 Governor-General Brouwer and his advisors
concluded that the Portuguese were more successful in the sandalwood
trade because they could get along better with the Timorese, as they
lived in the area year after year and introduced fewer newcomers (Tiele
and Heeres 1890:286). Six years later, Governor-General van Diemen
remarked that it would be no bad idea to let individuals carry on trade as
the Portuguese did, but few Netherlanders were prepared to do so, the
majority finding service in the Company too much to their taste. Portu-
guese government and trade were supported by the priests, who through
their many conversions brought much commercial advantage (Tiele and
Heeres 1895:136). Thin as they are, Portuguese documents generally
excel those of the Dutch in giving facts about day-to-day life, political
relations and even geography. Portuguese strength lay in religion and
personal ties. The Dutch were left in the Solor region to uneasy alliances
with Muslims, the quality of which was affected by account-book con-
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siderations of commercial advantage. The impression each nation has
left in the islands after the passage of centuries reflects the pattern of
their early approach to the complex of local relationships. As Boxer
(1969:124) has written, excepting Ambon, the Dutch left little trace in
the tropical world through conversion to Calvinism, 'whereas the
Roman Catholic communities planted by the Portuguese are still
flourishing in many regions'. Today, the fort still stands, surrounded by a
small village, a surprising survivor of the alternative ambitions, destruc-
tions and neglect of the powers that built and fought over it; the village
consists, as of old, of a mixture of Muslims and Catholics.11
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1 Cacegas based his chronicles on the notebooks of Antonio de Visitacao, which sub-
sequently disappeared mysteriously in the Bay of Biscay. De Sousa later rearranged
them. The third part was published after de Sousa's death (cf. Rouffaer 1923-24b:211,
213,220).

2 Baron van Lynden (1851:323) described the shape of the walls as rectangular. He also
mentioned that there were still four old iron ten pound pieces without carriages. Thus
Wichmann's sketch should not be taken as evidence of any remarkable transformation
in the plan, especially when compared with the likewise misleading painting of Barreto
de Resende (see Rouffaer 1923-24b:258).

3 Rouffaer (1923-24b: 124-126) says the Lisbon version is a copy made in about 1850 of
the Paris original. He also mentions a version in Madrid, perhaps the one with a plain
background referred to above.

4 Biermann (1924:12, 21) points out that this unusually frank and no doubt invented
monologue was a device for getting criticism of the commanding officer past the
Portuguese censors.

5 A letter of 31st October 1621. Coen always renders Partani as Protawi. 'Kaichil', or
properly 'Kaichili', is a Ternatese title for a prince, equivalent to 'His Highness',
according to Paramita R. Abdurachman (1978:171). A local history recorded by G.
Suban Leyn (1979:30) mentions Sili Pertawi (see Dietrich 1984:320). I wish to thank
Stefan Dietrich for providing me with this source.

6 Karma can no longer be identified. Valentyn (1726:120) gives a precise description of
its location, but his geography is blundered, and Karma could not have been where he
places it, namely between Trong and Lamahala. Rouffaer (1923-24a:142) offers the
plausible guess that Karma was near the present Wai Werang, on the south coast of
Adonara, east of Lamahala and Trong. Other sources refer to the mountain of Karma,
and Karma might have been situated on the slopes of the volcano Hi Boleng in eastern
Adonara. A map of 1659 by Andre Pereira dos Reis shows the mountain of 'Carma',
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wrongly placed, however, on Adonaras north coast (de Matos 1974). It may have been
that the name referred not only to a village, but also to a district behind it stretching up
the slope of the mountain. In January 1624, representatives of Karma appeared at the
fort and signed a treaty of peace with the Dutch and Muslims. The Dutch were
represented by Commander Jan Thomaszoon Dayman and Jan de Hornay, both of
whom later deserted to the Portuguese (Heeres 1907:192-193). The fate of Karma can
be inferred from de Santa Catharina's remark that when the Portuguese returned to
Solor in 1629, they found that Karma had been so persecuted by the Muslims that the
missionaries had to start Christianity again (de Santa Catharina 1733:738; de Sa
1956:483-484).

7 In 1617 the representatives of the Bewindhebberen or shareholders of the V.O.C.
ordered that Spanish and Portuguese who fell into' the hands of the Netherlanders
should be thrown overboard at once, except for those who could be used as slaves
(Biermann 1924:24).

8 The Ternatese term kimelaha referred to a Crown Representative (Paramita R.
Abdurachman 1978:173).

9 I have not yet had the opportunity to consult the no doubt important "Journal en
Schriftelijk Verhael van de Voyage op Soloor, 16 Dec. 1628-9Juni 1629', by Gregory
Cornelisz, Rijksarchief, Koloniaal Archief, Boek QQ. pp. 205-218.

10 The name Injai Chili is in fact the Ternatese title for a princess, Nyaichili (Paramita R.
Abdurachman 1978:174).

1 1 An earthquake struck Lohayong on Christmas Day, 1982. damaging the fort. In other
places many cracks were found in the earth, from where water spouted out' (Indo-
nesian Observer, 5th January 1983). I thank Professor James J. Fox for drawing my
attention to this report. I had left the islands just a few days before this event.
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