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In this heavily documented book (483 footnotes, 33 pages of references), the 
biologist Jan Boersema, Professor of ecological and environmental problems at 
the Free University of Amsterdam, tries to solve the – or at least some of the – 
problems Easter Island history still poses. In order to do so he begins with a 
sketch of the vegetation of the island before the arrival of human settlers. He as-
sumes that at that moment the island was wholly covered with palm trees and 
estimates their number in the millions. This figure might be too high in view of 
the rocky soil of the island. Soon after their arrival man started to destroy his 
natural surroundings, and it is estimated that the last tree fell in about 1650. 
From that moment, great transformations in the culture of the islanders were 
inevitable, and many had already begun. There was no shade any longer, and 
under the tropical sun the island was very hot – as most of the early European 
visitors testified. The form of agriculture had to be adapted to the new condi-
tions, and transport of the huge statues no longer was possible. As the disap-
pearance of the trees had been a lengthy process, the adaptations mentioned 
had developed gradually. One may consider these changes as evolutionary.

All of this has been known for quite some time, and anthropologists and 
archaeologists have described details in slightly varying words. Among other 
scholars, Jared Diamond has gone so far as to speak of a collapse of Easter 
Island culture. Boersema does not dispute the vast destruction, but argues that 
there never was a collapse in the usual sense of the word, for the changes took 
place over a long period of time. It is here that some questions can be posed. 
The disappearance of the trees was for a part the result of human activities. 
They used wood for timber, for fuel, for the transport of the statues, and a lot 
of trees were cleared for gardens. As an additional factor in the destruction of 
the trees, Boersema (p. 160) suggests that rats prevented the growth of new 
trees by eating the seeds, shoots, and saplings. The islanders apparently were 
not aware of this danger, or were not able to fight the rats effectively. One 
wonders if such rats did not play a similar role at the other islands of Polynesia 
– but there are no reports from other islands describing rats as a danger.
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During his visit, Roggeveen (1722) notices the activities of a kind of ‘king’ 
(chief?) who had some authority over the islanders. When Cook visited the 
island some fifty years later, the position of that leader seemed to have dimin-
ished greatly and La Pérouse (1786) hardly mentions a leader. He noted, 
however, that some of the large statues were toppled and that several of the 
‘altars’ were in decay. These developments indicate that serious changes in 
the ideological and sociopolitical culture had taken place. After the disap-
pearance of the trees transport of the statues from the crater to their altars 
was no longer possible (Boersema 2011:128). Like all Polynesian sociopolitical 
leaders, the ‘king’ was most probably a sacred ruler. And though there is not 
much known about his sacred status, it seems not too far fetched to connect 
him somehow with the cult of the large statues. When this cult no longer 
could be practiced, the ‘king’ lost his status. Sociopolitical leadership then 
seems to have passed gradually to family or lineage heads. These headmen 
competed for the highest honor – that of bird-man for a year – by trying to 
get the first egg of a stern that brooded on the three tiny islets near the south 
point of the island. The headman whose servant succeeded in bringing him 
the first egg got the honor (p. 134). His function, however, remains unclear.

Regarding the matter of the demographic changes there is much uncer-
tainty. This is caused by two problems: first the year of arrival of the settlers 
is not known, and secondly their rate of their reproduction is not known. 
Boersema surmises that settlers first appeared between 1,000 and 1,100. He 
bases his choice on the fact that the oldest known human settlement dates 
from about the eleventh century (p. 39). But is this really the oldest settle-
ment? Other researches maintain a date from about 800, also on the basis of 
‘oldest’ finds. Boersema’s late date (pp. 150-3) creates the problem that the 
time span to build a large population (10,000?) in the sixteenth century is 
too short. But why estimate so large a population? What proof is there for 
such a number? Other researchers estimate 7,000 or 8,000 people at a maxi-
mum, and take as a starting point the year 800. It is evident that by different 
assumptions different demographical estimations will appear – and, who 
shall decide where doctors disagree? After the peak in the sixteenth century, 
population started to decline, and at the time of the first visitors their number 
is estimated between the 2,000 and 3,000 people. The final blow to the island-
ers came in the middle of the nineteenth century, when Chilean blackbirders 
carried away many hundreds of islanders to the guano mines in Chile, and 
few returned.

Boersema wrote a good book in which he carefully describes and analyses 
the many things known and points to the many things not yet known. He of-
fers much new data, and his emphasis on the biological aspects offers many 
eye-openers for anthropologists in particular. On the other hand, several an-
thropological aspects (like the sacred king or the bird man) might have been 
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more deeply explored. Nevertheless, the book deserves a wide audience – and 
also a translation in English.

Henri Chambert-Loir (ed.), Sadur: Sejarah terjemahan di Indonesia dan 
Malaysia. Jakarta: KPG (Kepustakaan Populer Gramedia), École 
française d’Extrême-Orient, Forum Jakarta-Paris, Pusat Bahasa, 
Universitas Padjadjaran, 2009, 1160 pp. ISBN 9789799102140. 
Price: IRP 125,000 (hardback).

E.P. WIERINGA
University of Cologne

ewiering@uni-koeln.de

To prepare a survey of translation in Indonesia and Malaysia is in itself an 
undertaking of enormous proportions, and it calls for quite some skill to or-
ganize and present the over 60 contributions by dozens of scholars of different 
stripes and provenances in a hefty tome of this size. A conference in Paris in 
2002 constituted the prelude to this book, and from the outset its goal was 
very ambitious, aiming at the broadest possible coverage, that is, all periods of 
time (earliest references until the present), all languages (foreign, Malay, and 
Indonesian regional languages), and not only covering belles-lettres, but all 
domains of writing and intellectual activity. The very concept of what trans-
lation entails is nowhere sharply defined in the book, however, remaining 
so wide-ranging as to appear nearly all-inclusive, embracing such variegated 
topics as ‘Indian calendars translated into Old Javanese’ and ‘transcription 
as translation’. The result is an extraordinary miscellany, offering a wide di-
versity of subjects, which will surely appeal to anyone interested in the lan-
guages and literatures of insular Southeast Asia. Its relatively low retail price, 
generously subsidized by several institutions, makes it a steal. The contribu-
tors are experts in their field, who have submitted either essays on broad gen-
eral topics (‘Sanskrit in Nusantara’, ‘Chinese literature in Malay/Indonesian 
translations’, ‘Translations in Buginese’) or rather highly specialized entries 
(‘Yap Gwan Thay in an Age of Translation’, ‘Surpanaka in Java and India: 
A Comparison of the Old Javanese Ramayana and its Indian Model’, ‘Mpu 
Tantular and the Horizon of Expectations in the Kakawin Sutasoma’). Perhaps 
inevitably, given the book’s strategy of bringing together disparate strands of 
the story of translation in insular Southeast Asia, in a considerable number of 
cases contributors have repeated information which they already had pub-
lished elsewhere, but this should be of no concern to the general reader. 

The word sejarah in the title should not be understood here as ‘history’, 
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in the sense of offering a chronological order or development over time, but 
rather as ‘story, account’, that is to say, ‘survey’. As anyone in the field knows, 
establishing chronology is fraught with problems in the literatures from this 
area. The state of affairs is such that even for the age of print we are often 
embarrassingly confronted with many unknowns. Let me just raise one decep-
tively simple question pertaining to a historical fact: when did Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s fictional character Sherlock Holmes, who made his debut in 1887, make 
his first appearance in Malay literature? Doris Jedamski (p. 181) has tracked 
an early example of a Sherlock Holmes story in Malay, which dates back to 
1904, but, remarkably, in the newspaper Bintang Betawi, dated 31 December 
1902, there already appeared a short story entitled Sherlock Holmes di dalem 
oeroesan roema tangganja (Satoe Peroempama-an).1 This is a spoof, in which the 
renowned detective acts completely out of character: while its English original 
is known as a confirmed bachelor, and sharp as a tack, in this Malay lampoon 
the sleuth is misled by his own wife, who outwits him by cleverly making 
use of the knowledge that the famous Holmesian deductive reasoning skills 
will always unfailingly result in guaranteed conclusions. As a literary form, 
parody is comparatively rare in Indonesian literatures, and this comic mock-
ery of Holmes raises pertinent questions about the horizon of expectations of 
Western-oriented Malay-language readers in the multi-racial city of Batavia at 
the beginning of the twentieth century. One may well ask whether it was even 
recognized as a parody at the time. However, research on literary history is still 
in its infancy, and even more so for the considerably longer pre-print period. 

Intriguingly, in this book on translation the overwhelming majority of 
the contributions are translations themselves (from English into Indonesian). 
According to the editor, only 11 articles were directly written in Indonesian 
(p. 19). As I understand it, an English version of this book is planned in the 
foreseeable future, but an ‘exact’ one-to-one correspondence between the two 
volumes of the same book will prove to be impossible. For example, Benedict 
Anderson’s article ‘Bahasa tanpa nama’ (p. 379-393), which is the only piece 
in this book written in the pre-1972 Soewandi spelling (out of political protest 
against the official orthography introduced during the New Order regime), 
is a joy to read, but I wonder what the English version will eventually look 
like: what about all the citations in this ‘nameless language’ which seem to 
defy translation? 

As already indicated by the word sadur in the book’s title, this story of 
translation is generally about adaptations or ‘transcreations’. The German 
Romantic-era philosopher Friedrich Schleiermacher thought of translation 

1 This text can be found in my contribution for the internet journal Horisononline, which 
was posted on 5 May 2010 (http://horisononline.com/index.php?option=com_content&view= 
article&id=45:suatu-sindiran-terhadap-sherlock-holmes-yang-diterbitkan-di-surat-kabar-bin-
tang-betawi-pada-tahun-1902&catid=2:esai&Itemid=3).
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as either ‘domesticating’ or ‘foreignizing’, but such simplistic conceptions of 
fidelity or accuracy are too limiting to be useful. Nevertheless, especially in 
the case of religious texts, which by default deal with sacred words, a transla-
tor will surely feel the unease of the burdensome task of navigating between 
Scylla and Charybdis, between reliability and readability. Absolute fidelity to 
the source text risks incomprehensibility, but where lie the limits of creativity, 
and what is the license for adding or omitting certain components? The issue 
of standard or sanctioned renderings plays a role in Azyumardi Azra’s con-
tribution on Indonesian interlinear translations of Arabic Islamic texts, but it 
remains unnoticed that his own translations display the very same phenom-
enon. He makes the following point: ‘Penting juga dikemukakan bahwa ter-
jemahan beberapa kata, seringkali ditambah dengan beberapa kata lain yang 
berupa penjelasan atas makna kata tersebut. Misalnya kata al-Rahmān, dalam 
kalimat basmalah, yang secara harfiah sesungguhnya hanya berarti: yang Maha 
Pemurah, dalam teks al-Mawāhib al-Rabbāniyyah diterjemahkan sebagai: kang 
murah ing dunya (yang Maha Pemurah di dunia), demikian juga kata al-Rahīm, 
yang berarti: yang Maha Pengasih, diterjemahkan menjadi: kang asih ing akhirat 
(yang Maha Pengasih di akhirat)’ (p. 443). However, looking up the ‘literal’ 
meaning of the two Arabic words under discussion in a dictionary (for exam-
ple, Hans Wehr’s much-used dictionary of modern written Arabic), one will 
find ‘the Merciful’ and ‘the Compassionate’, respectively, and not the super-
latives ‘the All-Merciful’ and ‘All-Compassionate’. Of course, the religious 
context is decisive here: in the case of the basmala different grammatical read-
ings of this invocational formula are possible, and as it happens the common 
Indonesian rendering interprets al-rahmān al-rahīm as paired attributive epi-
thets of God, characteristically construed as superlatives. Azyumardi Azra’s 
Indonesian translations of the Javanese renderings in the cited example, too, 
follow the standard epexegetical Indonesian reading without further ado, 
and are, strictly speaking, not faithful to the Javanese original, in which no 
superlatives are used. 

This is a most useful reference work, which could be characterized as a 
loosely organized anthology of well-documented but rather under-theorized 
case studies. Even in this tome of encyclopaedic aspirations, one could always 
ask for more: there is no entry on Tamil, and the claim of the subtitle notwith-
standing, Malaysia is hardly represented, apart from an article by Monique 
Zaini-Lajoubert on translations in Malay in Malaysia in the nineteenth centu-
ry until the 1930s (pp. 823-34). As could be expected for a book of this scope, 
the bibliography is quite large (pp. 1111-60), but still by no means exhaustive. 
Unfortunately there is no index. 

Finally, counting shows that one article appears to be missing: the number 
of contributions is not 65, as claimed in the introduction and at the back flap 
of the book, but in fact 64 (including the introduction). It is left unmentioned 
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and unexplained that a paper by the Malaysian scholar of Irish descent Amin 
Sweeney, originally dating from the 2002 Paris conference, was removed at a 
rather late stage of the book production.2

Andrée Feillard and Rémy Madinier, The end of innocence? 
Indonesian Islam and the temptations of radicalism. Leiden: KITLV 
Press, 2011, vii + 336 pp. [Translation Wong Wee]. ISBN: 
9789067183628. Price: EUR 29.90 (paperback).

ANDY FULLER
Royal Netherlands Institute of Southeast Asian and Caribbean Studies

acsfuller@gmail.com

This is a timely and important book. Viewed through the popular media, radi-
calism is seemingly rising Indonesia. ‘Indonesian Islam’ is represented through 
images of bombings, attacks on minority sects, restrictions on opening church-
es, rampant and noisy vigilante groups: ‘tolerant’ Indonesian Islam appears to 
be going awry. Indeed, making pilgrimages to the graves of the wali songo or 
informal inter-religious dialogues and interactions hardly make for headline 
news. Feillard and Madinier’s book however goes beyond the prevalent images 
of Indonesian Islam in its most extreme manifestations to show the complexity 
and diversity of Indonesian Muslims who have a vast array of identities and 
ambitions. The authors place Indonesian radical Islam within the social, cultur-
al and historical context of Indonesia, rather than making ‘simplistic analogies 
with their fellow believers in the Middle East’ (p. 2). 

The end of innocence? primarily covers the period from 1967 – when 
the Dewan Dakwah Islamiyah Indonesia (Indonesian Islamic Propagation 
Council, DDII) was founded – until the present day. The book presents the 
key players, organisations and theological debates that have gripped and 
shaped contemporary Islamic movements and discourses in Indonesia. It 
contains a glossary for Arabic language terms as well as the names of the 
main Islamic organisations. A 15-page section offers paragraph-long biogra-
phies of prominent figures in radical Islamist circles in Indonesia. 

The authors argue that since the end of the 1950s three major factors have 
played a role in the ‘temptations of radicalism’. These were the repression 
2 Sweeney posted his rejected article online, see http://horisononline.com/images/stories/esai/
dibawahpucukgununges.pdf and its English adaptation, entitled ‘Below the written tip of transla-
tion: Cross-medial interaction in Malay’ on http://mcp.anu.edu.au/papers/Tip.doc. For Sweeney’s 
polemical reaction against Henri Chambert-Loir’s ideas on translation, see http://horisononline.
com/images/stories/esai/Jangan_Bungkam_Suaraku-Esai.pdf or http://mcp.anu.edu.au/papers/
Bungkam.doc. All last accessed on 21 June 2011. Sweeney passed away on 13 November 2010.
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of political Islam (from the end of the 1950s), the ‘instrumentalisation of the 
religious revival by the New Order’, and the ‘political, moral and security 
void’ during the early years of reformasi (p. 267). Radical Islam in Indonesia, 
the authors conclude, originates from its political failure. Instead of rising 
or expanding, radical groups in fact have been declining in their ‘destabilis-
ing capacity’, for radical Islam is no longer the victim of an overwhelming 
ideological hegemony (p. 272). Radical Islam has been appropriated within 
the discourses of nationalism, rather than acting outside of those discourses.

Feillard and Madinier contend that the various attitudes of presidents have, 
in different ways, allowed for the growth of radical movements. The New 
Order of Soeharto and its policy of de-politicising university campuses led to 
religious discourses as being one of the few realms in which critical and activ-
ist debates could develop. They point to Habibie’s much-welcomed efforts at 
opening up the press as being a moment in which many radical magazines 
could re-emerge and flourish. The rise of radicalism, the authors show, is both 
by design and by unwitting assertions of authority. It is in the post-Soeharto era 
that magazines such as Sabili have flourished. This magazine is one of the more 
frequently cited sources as a barometer of radicalist viewpoints.

After numerous controversies involving the Majelis Ulama Indonesia 
(MUI, Council of Indonesian Ulama), it might have seemed necessary to 
bring this semi-official organisation into the discussion relatively early on. 
The MUI, however, does appear in the analysis in the book’s fifth and final 
chapter in a several page subchapter. Even if the MUI is generally discred-
ited, it plays, like the informal Front Pembela Islam (FPI, Defenders of Islam 
Front), a key role in sharpening discourses towards a strongly rigid inter-
pretation of acceptable Islamic practice. The violence against Ahmadis and 
other religious minorities might be one such outcome of MUI’s influence 
upon which non-state forces recklessly act. The section on MUI is followed 
by a short section on Jaringan Islam Liberal (JIL, Islam Liberal Network). Led 
by its founder, Ulil Abshar Abdalla, the efforts of JIL to introduce a progres-
sive and critical interpretation of Islamic sources are described as ‘reckless 
attempts’ (p. 259). This is somewhat disparaging, yet the authors suitably 
doubt whether JIL has been able to make inroads into the increasingly con-
servative public discourses of Islam. JIL is widely considered as provocative 
to many Indonesian Muslims and condemnations of ‘Islam liberal’ are a stan-
dard element of any preacher’s claims to Islamic legitimacy, authenticity and 
credibility. The authors write that despite their antagonisms with groups on 
the other end of the spectrum of Indonesian Islam, JIL-affiliated intellectuals 
are part of the moral avant-garde.

Feillard and Madinier argue that the two most dominant mainstream 
organisations of Indonesian Islam – Nahdlatul Ulama (NU, Revival of Islamic 
Scholars) and Muhammadiyah – have been both befallen by a similar crisis. 
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That is, in the post-New Order/reformasi era, the two organisations have had 
their legitimacy questioned through their affiliations with the political parties 
of Partai Kebangkitan Bangsa (PKB, National Awakening Party) and Partai 
Amanat Nasional (PAN, National Mandate Party) respectively. Moreover, in 
the case of NU, there has been a divide of allegiances towards those who were 
endorsed by the late Abdurrahman Wahid. Both organisations are similarly 
wracked by divisions along relatively liberal/radical divides. Their politi-
cal party wings seem to have lost significant ground to the moralistic and 
righteous Partai Keadilan (PK, Justice Party) – a party that in itself struggles 
for both Islamic legitimacy as well being inclusive and open. The divide of 
modernist/traditionalist so long seen in the NU/Muhammadiyah divide is 
increasingly subject to questioning, as both are ‘tempted’ by radicalism, even 
if through different avenues. 

The text, translated by Wong Wee, generally reads smoothly, although 
some stylistic matters could have been ironed out for greater fluency. At times, 
greater clarity could have been achieved through shorter sentences. Feillard 
and Madinier’s book is written with an eye for detail and draws widely from 
French, English and Indonesian language sources over numerous decades: 
from recently published reports and popular magazines to academic writings 
written current to the era and events they analyse. The authors use few quo-
tations and passages produced by the radicals themselves. The avoidance of 
such a possible temptation helps to create a text that remains easily readable 
through succinct summaries and overviews. This book, nonetheless, is vital 
for its argument against a simplistic and generalised view of ‘radical Islam’ as 
being something homogenous and unchanging. The narrative provides both 
breadth and depth and serves as a source book on radical Indonesian Islam. 

Andrew Goss, The floracrats: State-sponsored science and the failure 
of Enlightenment in Indonesia. Madison: University of Wisconsin 
Press, 2011, xiv + 256 pp. [New perspectives in Southeast Asian 
Studies.] ISBN 9780299248642. Price: USD 26.95 (paperback). 

ANDREAS WEBER
Leiden University, Institute for History

a.weber@hum.leidenuniv.nl

In his monograph The floracrats, Andrew Goss addresses an understudied 
field: the history of science in colonial and post-colonial Indonesia, from the 
late eighteenth century until the middle of the twentieth. Goss’s argument 
ranges widely. He claims that owing to continuous state intervention and the 
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lack of popular support, the seeds of enlightened science never fell on fertile 
ground in the area. In order to support this controversial argument which 
is based on a normative notion of how modern science has emerged, spread 
or failed, Goss divides his analysis in seven chapters which are all based 
on thorough archival research carried out in various Dutch and Indonesian 
archives and interviews with several Indonesian biologists. Every chapter 
revolves around key figures such as W.R. van Hoëvell, F.W. Junghuhn, P. 
Bleeker, K.W. van Gorkom, M. Treub, Tjipto Mangoenkoesomo, G.S.S.J. Ratoe 
Langie and O. Soemarwoto. According to Goss, all of them shared the strong 
belief that enlightened knowledge about the region’s nature and societies was 
pivotal to the advancement of society, but their idealistic claims were never 
realized. Science remained an elite endeavor and their attempts to develop 
an independent scientific infrastructure failed. Only those who were willing 
to adapt their scientific agenda to the narrow needs of the state were able to 
pursue a moderate career in both colonial and post-colonial Indonesia. Goss 
dubs them the floracrats, state experts of nature.

Goss’s monograph, which is partly based on his PhD research at the 
University of Michigan, sheds fresh light on the relationship between various 
experts of nature and the colonial and post-colonial state. However, while 
some chapters seem to confirm his history of the failure of enlightened sci-
ence in Indonesia, others reveal the variety of actors and events which were 
involved in shaping science and its institutions at a certain moment in the 
area’s history. In his opening chapter, Goss zooms into Batavia in the 1840s 
and 1850s when naturalists such as Van Hoëvell, Bleeker and Junghuhn pro-
moted themselves as experts with a clear vision on the future of the colony. 
According to Goss, without an active civil society, only a few received a 
chance to partly realize their ideals within the narrow boundaries of the 
growing colonial state. In their new functions as floracrats they were made 
responsible for the improvement of the public health care system or the accli-
matization of useful natural products such as cinchona trees. The latter issue 
is the core topic of Goss’ second chapter which illustrates that state interven-
tion was never the exclusive reason for the failure or success of a concrete 
scientific project. The chapter rather shows how tensions between various 
actors and pure coincidence, and international exchange of specimens and 
knowledge, led to the successful cultivation of the species cinchona ledgeriana 
in plantations in the mountainous hinterland of Java. 

By focussing on Melchior Treub in Chapters 3 and 4, Goss explains the 
complex process which led to the transformation of the botanical garden in 
Bogor into an ‘icon of Dutch colonialism’ (p. 60) in the decades around 1900. 
Instead of reviewing Treub’s agricultural science as an exclusive tool of the 
colonial state, Goss gives a fascinating insight how Treub refashioned the 
garden as local and international centre for plant expertise. Core elements of 
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this process were the enlargement of the herbarium, the launch of new scien-
tific journals, the foundation of a botanical laboratory, the invitation of guest 
researchers from all parts of the world, and eventually the establishment of 
the Department for Agriculture which became the central platform for agri-
cultural and other research and education in the Netherlands Indies. In the 
sixth and seventh chapter Goss focuses on the implications of all the aforesaid 
for the new Indonesian state. While all other colonial officials were replaced 
by Indonesians, Dutch scientists were allowed to remain in the country. In 
the years after the transfer of sovereignty in 1949, however, their institutions 
and projects were gradually tailored to the needs of the new administration. 
In these two chapters, Goss unravels how science and its institutions shaped 
and were shaped by a complex and quickly changing set of actors in the years 
before and after decolonization. 

Goss’ monograph is a valuable contribution to the field, but it has some 
flaws. In all of the seven chapters, Goss succeeds in reconstructing the local 
political, social and economic context which shaped and was shaped by vari-
ous experts of nature and their institutions. But focusing on the local is not 
enough to explain the shift from more descriptive natural history towards 
specialized, institutionalized and rationalized biological disciplines as it 
occurred in the Malay Archipelago and elsewhere in the course of the long 
nineteenth century. The specific outcome of this shift on Java is not only influ-
enced by continuous state intervention but is also the result of polycentric 
and global processes of negotiation and exchange where political, scientific, 
economic, and many other interests were continuously reconfigured.1 There 
is another perspective missing: none of the mentioned projects and institu-
tions could have been achieved or failed without the support of a mass of 
local helpers which usually remain anonymous in the polished accounts 
of scientists. The botanical garden in Bogor, or Junghuhn’s survey of Java’s 
volcanoes, Treub’s Agricultural Department, or Steenis’ Flora Malesiana, to 
name just a few examples, were also fed by intensive local collaboration and 
fieldwork which spanned the entire Malay Archipelago. Paying more atten-
tion to these hidden but crucial pillars of the modern science might have 
given this monograph more depth. 

1 For a recent attempt to flesh out a framework for a global history of science see Roberts 2009. 
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This book is an anthology of articles whose central topic is Thai exceptional-
ism, the idea that, because the country was never colonized, Thailand mer-
its a special category among countries in the region. This exceptionalism has 
inspired some Thai scholars to argue that Thai history, culture and identity 
are so unique that non-Thai cannot comprehend them. Consequently, it is dif-
ficult if not impossible to compare Thai history or Thai culture with those of 
other countries, or to interpret them with the help of foreign social, cultural 
or political theories. Other Thai scholars are less extreme and accept the idea 
that foreign concepts can contribute to our understanding of Thailand. Their 
application, however, should be selective and pragmatic. The book’s strong 
point is that both lines of thinking are confronted head on. Nearly all articles 
do this by zooming in on, and deconstructing, a specific way of reasoning 
with regard to Thai exceptionalism. This is done excellently, as the authors 
are versed enough in (Thai) history and/or modern social theory to circum-
vent the traps of Eurocentrism and orientalism. They neither completely deny 
the fact that Thailand indeed is unique in certain aspects, nor do they accept 
the idea that this implies that comparison with other countries is impossible, 
or that this implies that foreign concepts and notions cannot be used to study 
Thais issues. Ranging over Thai colonialism and popular culture as well as 
French critical theory, the articles are very diverse, but all share the key con-
cepts of ambiguity and hybridity. 

Dipesh Chakrabarty argues in the foreword that newness takes on a hybrid 
character because of an ongoing displacement and disguise of existing notions, 
ideas and practices. In describing the book’s general approach, Chakrabarty 
refers to Gilles Deleuze, and characterizes hybridization as ‘A continual pro-
cess of working through categories to displace them from the locus of their 
original signification’ (p. xv). Rachel V. Harrison’s introduction continues and 
extends the idea of how foreign categories are rewired into other, in this case 
Thai, contexts. Entitled ‘The allure of ambiguity: The “West” and the making 
of Thai identities,’ the introduction is rich in ideas and insights, but for people 
not versed in (French) post modern cultural theory, it may present difficulties. 
Those mainly interested in the ambiguous allure of the West in Thailand may 
feel deterred by the complexity and style of the book. 
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This will certainly be true for the large category of Thai scholars who, as 
Harrison notes, have no interest in critical theory, but explicitly prefer empiri-
cism, pragmatism, and applicability. If the intention of the book is to win 
over those readers, this goal is not likely to be reached. If on the other hand, 
this volume seeks to interest scholars versed in critical theory but not in Thai 
studies, I suspect the focus is too much on Thai themes. It would be unfor-
tunate for readers to be repelled from the book for either reason, though, 
since the authors are so competent and the content would likely interest and 
inform a range of Thai political and social scientists. And regardless of these 
potential reservations, some of the articles should certainly appeal by com-
bining intrinsic depth and accessibility for non-specialists. 

This is true for Tamara Loos’s ‘Competitive colonialisms: Siam and the 
Malay Muslim South’; Thongchai Winichakul’s ‘Coming to terms with the 
West: Intellectual strategies of bifurcation and post Westernism in Siam’; and 
Tanes Wongyannava’s ‘Wathakam: The Thai appropriation of Foucault’s “dis-
course”’. Loos’s excellent contribution offers insight into the often neglected 
history of the Muslim southern parts of Thailand and the Janus-faced char-
acter of Thai dominion in the south, certainly during the colonial times. Thai 
rulers did everything they could they to keep out the western colonial pow-
ers, but they colonized the Muslim south in a semi-western style. Thongchai 
addresses almost all the themes found in the book, and he does it in clear 
style while at the same time getting to the very core of the problem of the 
interaction of Thai (intellectuals) with the West. Tanes’s article is a good 
introduction in Thai scholarly thinking, in the reasons why, how, and to what 
extent foreign concepts are embraced and accepted. By explaining how the 
term discourse is appropriated by Thai scholars, Tanes also conveys how Thai 
scholarly discourse often operates.

Several articles address the complex nature of colonialism in Thailand. 
Unfortunately, these are less accessible to general readers and students 
not well acquainted with the author’s theoretical issues and perspectives. 
Falling in this category are Michael Herzfeld’s ‘The conceptual allure of the 
West: Dilemma and ambiguities of crypto-colonialism in Thailand’, Peter A. 
Jackson’s afterword and his article, ‘The ambiguities of semicolonial power 
in Thailand’. In addition to their dense language and theoretical references, 
these articles seem to raise and combine too many viewpoints to provide a 
coherent argument. 

The remaining articles constitute a hodgepodge of subjects and perspec-
tives. Pattana Kittiarsa’s piece explores the origin and development of the 
notion farang (foreigner) in Thailand. The idea that it can be interpreted as a 
form of Siamese Occidentalism is informative, but the elaboration becomes 
at times rather dry. The anthology also contains two articles on the Thai film 
and cinema. 
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This is a dearly needed anthology about a topic that should have been 
addressed long before: Thai exceptionalism. The book seems to have two pur-
poses, or at least to target two different types of reader. One goal seems to be 
attracting a predominantly Thai audience, interested in Thai exceptionalism 
but not well versed in critical theory. The other seems to be elucidating the 
usefulness of the application of certain (French) theoretical notions to a Thai 
context. While the overall quality is high, the volume may seem to lack unity 
or coherence for readers not savvy to this dual agenda. On the other hand, 
both readerships will find thoughtful articles in this volume.

Brigitta Hauser-Schäublin and I Wayan Ardika (eds), Burials, 
texts and rituals: Ethnoarchaeological investigations in North Bali, 
Indonesia. Göttingen: Universitätsverlag Göttingen, 2008, iii + 298 
pp. [Göttinger Studien zur Ethnologie 1.] ISBN 9783940344120. 
Price: EUR 38.00 (paperback).

THOMAS REUTER
Asia Institute, the University of Melbourne

treuter@unimelb.edu.au

This edited volume adopts an innovative approach in combining the research 
findings of scholars from a range of different disciplines to draw a composite 
picture of life in Northern Bali, past and present. The main contributions are 
from anthropology and archaeology, complemented with chapters on tex-
tiles, epigraphy, geography, and palaeoepidemiology. The editors, Hauser-
Schäublin and Ardika, have separately conducted detailed, long-term eth-
nographic and archaeological investigations in the region, particularly in the 
villages of Sembiran, Pacung and Julah, and are thus well placed to embark 
on an undertaking of this kind. Also, the northern region, though it may be 
remote from the southern coast tourism centres of modern Bali, is very much 
a worthwhile topic of investigation in that it presents us with a key for under-
standing the entire dynamics of much of Bali’s earlier history of engagement 
with a wider world. This is due to the fact that the island’s northern shore 
faces the relatively tranquil Java Sea and has been its primary access point to 
networks of maritime travel and trade for millennia. Two core questions aris-
ing from the nature and scope of this undertaking are: how successful is the 
experimental multi-disciplinary approach of the volume? And what are the 
main findings and their significance? 

Having read the volume with significant interest, fuelled by my own 
research in this and the adjacent and culturally related central mountain 
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region of Bali, my impression is that the findings of the different disciplines 
do speak to and enhance one another and thus deepen our understanding of 
this important region. But the book seems like the beginning of a conversa-
tion, rather than a complete mutual exchange of insights. Perhaps there was 
insufficient time and scope for the authors to interact and find a common 
language to articulate a shared set of conclusions, and hence it is left largely 
to the reader to synthesize the findings into a comprehensive whole. This is 
not an easy task even for someone with a lot of background knowledge, but 
it is a worthwhile goal, and one we should not expect to be accomplished in 
a single attempt. My hope thus is that the dialogue will continue.

The findings themselves certainly make a valuable contribution toward 
a better understanding of the depth of Balinese engagement with the world 
at large. The research establishes that, two millennia ago, Bali was not just a 
recipient of trade goods from India but also was visited directly by Indian 
and other foreign traders. It further clarifies the early impact of Islam and of 
inter-island migration on local communities like Sembiran, the consequently 
diverse and dynamic nature of cultural traditions in the region, as well as 
some of their astonishing continuities of practice – in the social order of local 
village councils, for example.

As a small contribution to the dialogue, one matter I would like to take 
issue with here is what seems to me an overemphasis on Bali’s link with 
India – important though it may be. Contemporary Balinese identities are 
welded to their unique status in Indonesia as the last representatives of a 
the great Hindu-Buddhist tradition that once spread across the whole archi-
pelago but has since been overlayed with Islamic traditions in most other 
parts of Indonesia. Balinese also feel somewhat beleaguered and defensive 
of this identity after a long and hard struggle to gain state recognition for 
their religion and amidst rising fundamentalism. I appreciate that these senti-
ments would encourage a quest to find the origins of Hinduism in Bali and 
to push this origin as far back as possible. And that is indeed very far. I am 
struck, however, by the lack of recognition given to the other huge source 
of cultural influence Bali was exposed to during the same period, and also 
much earlier, namely China. What of all the Chinese pottery chards found in 
northern Bali; why are they given less consideration than the Indian rouletted 
ware? I am further struck by the lack of recognition of ‘ancestor religion’ as 
an integral part of the cultural heritage of Austronesian-speaking peoples like 
the Balinese, who brought this religion with them when they migrated into 
the archipelago from Taiwan and southern China, some four or five thou-
sand years ago. Just as the early and classical history of extensive trade and 
cultural ties with China is downplayed, so is the religion that comes with it. 
Indeed, this problem is not confined to the present volume. ‘Ancestor wor-
ship’ is generally seen as a primitive custom and not given proper recognition 
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as a religion in Indonesia, regardless of the fact that it is the dominant frame-
work of ritual life not just in Bali but in many Indonesian cultures, is perhaps 
the world’s oldest and most widespread religion, and easily as sophisticated 
as any other. Moreover, it is the outcome of the fusion of this ancient wisdom 
tradition with equally fascinating Indian traditions over thousands of years 
that makes Bali such a rich and fascinating field of study.

Overall, this volume brings together a comprehensive array of some of 
the best work available on the important subject of Bali’s early and classical 
history, as it played out in the north, at the confluence of the great cultural 
traditions of South and East Asia. And it does so in an innovative, inter-disci-
plinary manner, for which there is much further future potential.

Carolyn Hughes, Dependent communities: Aid and politics in 
Cambodia and East Timor. Ithaca, NY: Southeast Asia Program 
Publications, Southeast Asia Program, Cornell University, 2009, 
xii + 265 pp. [Studies on Southeast Asia 48.] ISBN 9780877277481, 
price USD 37.56 (hardback); 9780877277484, price USD 19.16 
(paperback)

HELENE VAN KLINKEN
helenevk@gmail.com

In Dependent communities: Aid and politics in Cambodia and East Timor Carolyn 
Hughes, director of the Asia Research Centre and associate professor of gov-
ernance studies at Murdoch University, compares the legacy of international 
intervention in these two states. With the end of the Cold War the two small 
territories received international help to end protracted wars and emerge into 
the ‘pure light of international intervention’ (1991 in Cambodia and 1999 in 
East Timor). In the case of East Timor the United Nations was for the first time 
ever a sole administrator of a territory. An enormous amount of international 
development aid flowed into the new nations, and the aid continued after 
they officially became independent. Yet despite the huge international effort, 
the two countries remain fragile states.

Hughes argues that the problem of aid dependency cannot be blamed 
solely on inadequacies in communities themselves, as is too often claimed; 
rather she argues that international actors and donors (working together with 
the national elite they tutor) contribute to aid dependency. 

I found her critical analysis of the causes of the conflict in 2006 in East 
Timor especially impressive. In the final chapter she graphically describes 
villagers’ lives and their feelings of alienation just prior to the outbreak of 
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violence. She argues that the UN and other international agents were guided 
more by norms of ‘international best practices’ in delivering aid – establish-
ing their notion of democracy, dictating which issues should be taken up by 
civil society institutions, and implementing neo-liberal fiscal policy – rather 
than trying to understand the hopes and concerns within local communities.

And as the author shows, national leaders in both countries had to accede 
to international demands in order to access resources. She quotes Mari 
Alkatiri, the first prime minister of independent East Timor, who represented 
the dilemma thus: ‘We are between […] two great expectations – […] the rich 
world that […] wants us to be diligent and obedient boys, and our people, 
living in extreme poverty, waiting […] to reap the benefits of independence’. 
Hun Sen, the first leader of independent Cambodia, was able to muster 
international resources with considerable success to enhance his own politi-
cal position; Alkatiri failed in East Timor and was forced to resign in 2007 
because of popular discontent.

Hughes’s analysis of the implementation of democracy is also insightful. 
International agents are given a bad report card, a serious indictment, as leav-
ing a functioning democracy has been an important aim of intervention. The 
author argues that too often little effort was made to engage with community 
leaders and existing structures, though this approach was often taken out of 
fear of a new outbreak of conflict. The author gives a telling example from 
Cambodia where international donor representatives, concerned about dis-
order with an international (television) audience watching, strongly advised 
villagers at a local election rally not to question the development strategies of 
visiting national leaders. The UN emphasized secrecy and individual choice 
in elections during the ballots that gave the territories their independence, 
probably all that was possible, but by continuing this approach and ‘privileg-
ing choice over debate’, international actors oversaw the growth of a weak 
and fragmented electorate, rather than one in which differences could be 
debated and solutions sought. 

Two other important issues addressed in the book are foreign monetary 
aid and the demobilization of former resistance fighters. The author could 
have emphasized more that the ex-fighters were actually the most successful 
elements within these dependent communities in manipulating international 
aid, no doubt because they had independent power, namely guns.

The strength of this book is the solid grounded research conducted in both 
countries. The writing is clear, flowing prose, with gripping illustrations and 
quotes that bring the reader into the story. The historical background chap-
ter could have been better organized and the theoretical discussion perhaps 
more closely integrated with the research findings.

Hughes’s analysis of aid dependency is important for the international 
community as it takes on similar roles in the future. She asks much more of 
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international actors in their task of helping or administering a poor underde-
veloped territory emerging from disaster. Perhaps the place to start will be to 
address the almost obscene disparity in income and lifestyle, between those 
who arrive to help and those who gape from the sidelines and are meant to be 
grateful for the few crumbs that come their way. This book deserves a wide 
readership among those engaged in any situation where aid dependency is 
likely to occur, especially after disasters when huge funds become available 
to poor and disadvantaged communities.

J.A. de Moor, Generaal Spoor: Triomf en tragiek van een legercom-
mandant. Amsterdam: Boom, 2011, 461 pp. ISBN 9799085067092. 
Prijs: EUR 29,90 (hardback).

HARRY A. POEZE
Royal Netherlands Institute of Southeast Asian and Caribbean Studies (KITLV)

Poeze@kitlv.nl

De moeizame dekolonisatie blijft auteurs fascineren, in Nederland en in In-
donesië. Aan de duizenden titels worden nog telkens nieuwe toegevoegd 
die niet herkauwen, maar die nieuwe bronnen ontsluiten en nieuwe visies 
aandragen. Voor de Nederlandse kant van het conflict belooft 2011 minimaal 
drie van die titels: een breed overzicht van vooral de Nederlandse politieke 
ontwikkelingen in samenhang met de internationale bemoeienis sinds het ak-
koord van Linggadjati door J.J.P. de Jong en biografieën van twee hoofdrol-
spelers in Indonesië: generaal S.H. Spoor en luitenant-gouverneur-generaal 
H.J. van Mook. Tom van den Berge rondt zijn werk over Van Mook af, en Jaap 
de Moors Generaal Spoor verscheen in mei. 

Als legercommandant was Spoor in het Indonesische conflict een 
sleutelfiguur die, zonder al te veel basis in de feiten, na 1949 beurtelings als 
reactionaire houwdegen en als onvermoeibaar leider van het ‘vergeten leger’ 
werd opgevoerd. Spoor riep dit deels zelf over zich af – hij was een flamboy-
ante persoonlijkheid die ongezouten zijn mening gaf aan wie dan ook.

Die controverse omringde ook zijn dood. De Moor begint met een hoofd-
stuk hierover in zijn verder strikt chronologische biografie. Hij moet nog weer 
eens het hardnekkige gerucht ontzenuwen dat Spoor werd vergiftigd. En zo 
ook weerlegt hij de beschuldiging dat Spoor bereid zou zijn een staatsgreep 
van het Comité Handhaving Rijkseenheid te steunen (pp. 382-3). Duidelijk 
wordt overigens wel dat Spoor zich niet beschouwde als een volgzame amb-
tenaar die zonder dralen alle opdrachten van zijn politieke superieuren uit-
voerde. Hij was onvermoeibaar bezig zijn eigen denkbeelden bij de ‘politiek’ 
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ingang te doen vinden, schuwde daarbij geen lobby-activiteiten en kon heftig 
protesteren tegen Haagse besluiten, om ten slotte toch zich daarbij neer te leg-
gen als loyale functionaris. 

Spoors achtergrond is bijzonder. Zijn vader was een gevierd violist, 
concertmeester en dirigent bij het Concertgebouworkest onder Willem 
Mengelberg. De stap van dit artistieke milieu naar een militaire opleiding 
voor dienst in het Koninklijk Nederlands-Indisch Leger (KNIL) is verbazin-
gwekkend. Bij gebrek aan bronnen over Spoors jeugd komt ook De Moor niet 
tot een sluitende verklaring. En waarom verliet de intellectueel briljante Spoor 
de HBS na drie jaar om via de omweg van de Alkmaarse Cadettenschool op 
de Koninklijke Militaire Academie (KMA) te belanden?

Daarna was Spoors doel gericht op de hoogste legerfuncties in Indië. Hij 
volgde de Hogere Krijgsschool, was onderdeel van de Generale Staf en gaf 
les aan de KMA. Hij oogstte overal waardering. Zijn kennis en verfrissend 
optreden leverden hem een ‘progressieve’ reputatie op. Maar die reputatie 
gold alleen zijn krijgskundige denkbeelden en zijn presentatie. Op politiek 
gebied waren zijn denkbeelden rechts-autoritair, op koloniaal gebied volgde 
hij de traditionele visie over het nog langdurig noodzakelijke Nederlandse 
overwicht. In een voetnoot (p. 395, noot 23) geeft de sociaaldemocraat D.M.G. 
Koch een scherp oordeel over Spoor: ‘Een KNIL-officier van het oude stem-
pel, een goed organisator, maar een koloniaal-reactionair tot in de vingertop-
pen, bovendien ijdel en eerzuchtig en trappelend van ongeduld om een Van 
Heutsz-rol te spelen’.

Spoor vertrok met het laatste vliegtuig naar Australië voor de Japanse 
bezetting Java voor meer dan drie jaar zou afsluiten. Zijn loopbaan kreeg 
in de uitzonderlijke omstandigheden van de ballingschap een grote impuls. 
Hij maakte een uitstekende indruk en onderscheidde zich in de voorbere-
iding van de terugkeer naar Indië. Hij werd hoofd van de door hem gere-
organiseerde inlichtingendienst Netherlands Forces Intelligence Service 
(NEFIS), waarvoor hij een grote taak zag weggelegd bij het herstel van het 
Nederlandse gezag. Van Mook blokkeerde hem hierin en koos voor meteen 
een civiel bestuur. Met Van Mook begon in Australië een nauw contact dat tot 
eind 1948 zou duren. De oorlog leidde niet tot een verandering in Spoors visie 
op de ontwikkeling van Indië. Het Nederlands gezag was volkenrechtelijk 
en moreel juist en legitiem. De nationalistische beweging was van Japans 
fabricaat en ontbeerde maatschappelijk draagvlak. Na uitschakeling, die niet 
te veel moeite zou kosten, was de ruimte daar voor een harmonieuze samen-
werking onder Nederlandse leiding. 

Die ideeën bleef Spoor aanhangen, ook toen hij in januari 1946, op voorstel 
van Van Mook, werd bevorderd tot legercommandant. Met het elimineren 
van ‘verzetshaarden’ en achtergebleven Japanners zou rust en orde zijn her-
steld. Voorlopig kon hij daartoe niet overgaan. Zijn troepen waren te gering 
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in aantal en waren mede door het geallieerde Britse bestuur geconsigneerd 
in een klein aantal bruggenhoofden. Mede onder Britse druk werd er onder-
handeld met de Republik Indonesia van Soekarno, dat over een eigen leger, 
Tentara Republik (later Nasional) Indonesia, beschikte. Het was Spoor een 
gruwel. Hij wilde optreden en meende in twee weken geheel Java te kun-
nen veroveren. Het Republikeinse leger nam hij niet serieus. Over de kracht 
daarvan en zijn officieren, met inbegrip van opperbevelhebber Soedirman 
liet hij zich alleen maar neerbuigend uit. In zijn optimistische visie achtte hij 
wijdverbreid guerrillaverzet na een veroveringsveldtocht onwaarschijnlijk. 
Het Indonesische volk zou de Nederlanders als bevrijders inhalen.

Het spreekt vanzelf dat Spoor zich inspande om een akkoord te voorkomen. 
In Den Haag kreeg hij een welwillend gehoor bij de confessionele leiders, 
maar het voor Spoor heilloze Linggadjati kwam er. Zoals eerder en later legde 
hij zich er bij neer en voerde hij loyaal zijn instructies uit. Met het stuklopen 
van de vervolgonderhandelingen over Linggadjati kreeg hij een nieuwe kans 
om af te rekenen met de Republik. De Eerste Politionele Actie werd ingezet 
met een beperkt militair doel. Spoors wens op te rukken en met het veroveren 
van de ‘pesthaard’ Djokja de Republik uit te schakelen werd in Den Haag 
afgewezen. Spoor had troepen achter de hand gehouden om de ‘doorstoot’ 
uit te voeren, maar zette ze niet in – hij was weer gehoorzaam aan het poli-
tieke gezag en moest zich concentreren op zuivering en pacificatie. Het suc-
ces daarvan was volgens Spoor nog steeds afhankelijk van de bezetting van 
Djokja. Zonder veel moeite zouden dan rust en orde weerkeren. Spoor, nu 
met zijn geestverwant Beel, die Van Mook was opgevolgd, kreeg zijn kans in 
december 1948. Djokja werd bezet en de regeringsleiding gearresteerd. Na 
een korte terugval begon de Tentara Nasional Indonesia (TNI) een succes-
volle guerrilla. Spoor bleef volharden in een optimistische prognose. TNI en 
Republik waren, zo meende Spoor, geen factor meer, en ontbeerden volkss-
teun; de guerrilla was een zaak van bendewezen. Spoors overtuigingskracht 
ten spijt: het was niet meer geloofwaardig. Het Van Royen-Roemakkoord van 
mei 1949 betekende het failliet van Spoors politiek. Twee weken later over-
leed Spoor – gedesillusioneerd, overwerkt en uitgeput. Zijn dood zette een 
dramatisch slotpunt achter dit failliet.

Het is een raadsel hoe Spoor, volgens ieder die hem kende een hoogst 
intelligent man, consequent bleef volharden in zijn miskenning van het 
nationalisme en de kracht van de Republikeinse strijdmacht. Vooroordelen 
maakten het hem onmogelijk tot een objectieve analyse hiervan te komen. 
Dat verbaast te meer gezien Spoors nadruk op het belang van het inlicht-
ingenwerk. Zijn inlichtingendiensten droegen voldoende materiaal aan om 
evenwichtig te kunnen oordelen. Maar mettertijd en op hoe hoger niveau 
geïnterpreteerd zetten Spoors clichés over de ongeregelde troepen en over 
de alomtegenwoordige communistische invloed de toon van de rapportage.
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De Moor heeft een mooie en ook milde biografie geschreven, die veel 
verheldert over de motieven en acties van de legercommandant Spoor maar 
het raadsel van de persoon Spoor niet oplost. Een aantal mythes is nu wel 
voorgoed doorgeprikt. Valt er iets aan te merken? Ik had wel iets meer willen 
weten over de reacties aan Republikeinse zijde op de persoon Spoor en zijn 
politiek – is daar echt niets over te vinden?

Peter J. Rimmer and Howard Dick, The city in Southeast Asia: 
Patterns, processes and policy. Singapore: NUS, 2009, xxii + 300 pp. 
ISBN 9789971694265. Price: USD 32.00 (paperback).

SHERI LYNN GIBBINGS
University of British Columbia, Vancouver 

sheri.gibbings@utoronto.ca

In recent decades, cities across Southeast Asia have been marked by a prolif-
eration of exclusive urban spaces. The city in Southeast Asia contributes signifi-
cantly to an understanding of these recent spatial transformations, providing 
a comparative approach. Throughout the book, specific cities are discussed 
and compared, providing an understanding of the nature of these different 
forms of urban development and their connections to global processes. Focus-
ing on how global capitalism and technology transfer shape the built envi-
ronment, the book uses statistical data, archival research and interviews. The 
overall aim of the book, which builds on authors Rimmer and Dick’s earlier 
book Cities, transport and communications since 1850 (2003), is to ‘write of “the 
city in Southeast Asia” and set it into a long overdue global context as part of 
a single urban discourse’ (p. xxi). 

In Part I, Patterns, they explore the importance of connections to global 
capital and investment by describing and categorizing cities conceptually, 
not geographically. To this end, they classify a number of cities in Southeast 
Asia according to three categories: ‘global cities’ (Kuala Lumpur, Singapore 
and Hong Kong), ‘national cities’ (Bangkok, Jakarta and Manila) and ‘second 
cities’ (Chiang Mai, Surabaya, Penang and Cebu). They illustrate that many 
of these cities share common features: the global cities of Hong Kong, Kuala 
Lumpur, and Singapore all have governments that have prioritized urban 
planning and poured resources into developing their cities to meet the crite-
ria of a ‘global city’. The authors notice that capitalist transformations have 
created regional and global processes of competition between cities for the 
status of ‘global city’. Despite their problems with pollution and congestion, 
national cities are economically significant because they house the national 
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administration and ‘high-level services’. ‘Second cities’, on the other hand, 
are ‘handicapped’ because of the difficulty of fostering international connec-
tions and their distance from the central government (pp. 88-113). Rimmer 
and Dick discuss how these transformations are causing uneven develop-
ment and conflicts between and within cities. This approach that explores 
the competition between cities in Southeast Asia and beyond is exciting 
and could also be connected with existing discussions over the ‘economy of 
appearances,’ or the role of spectacles in attracting foreign investment. 

In Part II, Processes, the authors explore the changing relationships between 
people and place with the emergence of temperature-controlled environments 
(p. 132). Rimmer and Dick in Chapter 5 argue that the desire among upper and 
middle classes to live in temperature-controlled environments has contributed 
to the demand for high-rises and malls. They describe this as ‘a direct tech-
nology transfer’ from middle-class white America to middle-class Southeast 
Asia, which is based on a shared ‘fear of the urban poor’ (p. 149). A significant 
contribution of the book is the authors’ argument that urban analysts must 
start to examine the internal as much as the external environment (pp. 132-4). 
This book fits with current work on processes of gentrification and resonates 
with the theme of how the fortification of urban spaces is creating new divi-
sions. Although similar situations are emerging across the globe, we get less 
of a sense in the book of whether we need a slightly different set of theoretical 
tools to understand this phenomenon in Southeast Asian cities. The emphasis 
in the book is on similarities or developing a ‘single discourse’ for all cities, but 
it raises the question as to what extent global models can be applied while also 
addressing the specific economic, political and social contexts.

In Chapter 6, Rimmer and Dick provide a historical description of the 
development of department stores and the rapid growth of large malls across 
Southeast Asia in the last twenty years. They contend that retail activity has 
shifted from public to private spaces (p. 155). The understudied relationship 
between urban development and leading business groups or conglomerates is 
also explored (p. 193). In Chapter 7, they depict a ‘new style’ of conglomerate 
that ‘seeks to mobilize resources and create opportunities for global expansion 
through information flows, so that banking and finance becomes a subsidiary 
activity’ (p. 221). They examine changes in the use of road space and argue in 
Chapter 8 that before World War II, roads were more ‘accessible’ than they 
currently are in Bangkok, Manila, Jakarta and Surabaya because the govern-
ment has failed to develop sufficient public transport networks (p. 230). 

The last section of the book is written for policy makers and sets a ‘policy 
framework for market forces’ (p. 252). It describes the major problem of 
urban development not as a problem with ‘the ideals and rhetoric of gover-
nance’ but with ‘the day-to-day practice of government’ (p. 252). The major 
problem is that many city governments have limited power and resources 
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despite increasing demands from the public (p. 252). In this chapter, the 
authors also develop a new way to categorize cities based on population size, 
types of industries and business services available, and outline thirteen policy 
recommendations related to urban transportation, taxation and loans, and 
infrastructure needs. 

This book will be of interest to those studying urban issues in Southeast 
Asia as it contributes to a growing analysis of urban spatial segregation. The 
authors should be applauded for not treating cities as self-contained objects. 
With their focus on the emergence of temperature-controlled environments 
and malls, they note that public spaces are being transformed into more exclu-
sive sites. Less attention is paid in the book, however, to how residents are 
struggling to reclaim the streets or public spaces. The global is often taken too 
simply, to mean ‘elite,’ ‘capitalist’ and ‘high-tech,’ without attention to other 
aspects of cities such as migrant workers or the informal economy, which 
also have global connections. Nevertheless, this book sets the stage for future 
studies on urban segregation in Southeast Asian that could focus on the unex-
pected outcomes, tensions, and the sticky materiality of global encounters. 
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This is an important collection of essays about the continuity and discontinu-
ity of hierarchy in the history of a wide range of different societies, especially 
in the Pacific, Asia, and the Middle East. Most contributors depart from the 
legacy of the influential scholar Louis Dumont, his specific ideas about com-
parative research, at once regional and historical, and his understanding of hi-
erarchy within the framework of a theory of values. Not all authors, however, 
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refer to the work of Dumont, which does not always add to the coherence of 
the volume as a whole. The book opens nevertheless with a long, theoretical in-
troduction about the advantages and disadvantages of Dumont’s ideas about 
values, holism and hierarchy in the comparative project of anthropology. 

Dumont’s use of the concept of hierarchy is directly related to his theory of 
values, which in his view invariably organize the relations between elements 
in a culture. Values denote and signify the relative importance of elements of a 
culture and as such always serve to produce hierarchies of more or less valued 
elements. How elements are arranged in such hierarchies can be further speci-
fied by referring to Dumont’s idea that the more valued term of a pair encom-
passes its contrary, that is, in some contexts the more valued term can stand 
both for itself and for its contrary, as in English the lexeme ‘man’ can stand 
for both ‘man’ and ‘woman’. But encompassment is just one aspect of the way 
values organize cultural elements. Dumont also argues that more valued ele-
ments tend to be more elaborately worked out and therefore tend to control, 
if not subordinate, less valued ideas such that they can only be worked out to 
the extent that they do not contradict more valued ones. An example of this 
second aspect of Dumont’s theory of values is that in so-called liberal Western 
societies, ideas about equality of opportunity, which support the achievement 
of individual difference, are fairly well worked out, while those of equality 
of outcome, considered to promote the creation of similarity, are less so. The 
restricted elaboration of values is, in turn, complemented by a third and final 
aspect of the theory, namely the confinement to subordinate contexts. In a 
compelling contribution about conversion and cultural change in Papua New 
Guinea, Joel Robbins demonstrates that traditional religion, with its ontology 
of spiritual beings, has been subordinated to a place of limited elaboration 
by emerging forms of Pentecostal and charismatic Christianity, which have 
introduced new values such as individual salvation that in Dumontian terms 
have come to encompass traditional cultural figures by limiting the expression 
of indigenous ideas that remain associated with them. 

In the introduction, Dumont’s theory is introduced and discussed at great 
length, including the praise and criticisms it has received over the years. 
Dumont developed his ideas on the basis of his research into the Indian caste 
system, which caused him to advocate a rigorous distinction between hierar-
chy and power. Basically, he argued that the Western conception of inequal-
ity, intimately associated with, and grounded on, power, is radically differ-
ent from the Indian conception of hierarchy, which is completely separated 
from political power. Caste hierarchy, he argued, is a totality ordered by the 
common value of purity, which encompasses political power, from which it 
is completely distinct and to which it offers only a subordinate position. The 
editors of this volume attempt to focus their introduction to this volume on 
the notion of totality with regard to values. They elaborate that totalisations 
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of values do not always have to result in representations of a social whole 
structured along holist lines. Rather, they can be defined as clearly elaborated 
images representing social life from the point of view of any paramount 
value. If that value is individualism, for example, which Dumont deems 
characteristic for Western societies, the totalisation will represent social life 
as composed of individuals entering relations of their own choosing, rather 
than as taking the form of a structured social whole. Although this idea is 
introduced with great vigour, it is unfortunately not systematically adopted 
in all the papers, which is one of the weaknesses of the volume. 

Indeed, this collective volume does not seem to be the result of a collective 
enterprise, although this does not necessarily detract from the value of indi-
vidual contributions. It contains two chapters by former students of Dumont, 
who both emphatically defend his ideas and demonstrate the value of his the-
ory with a case-study on the difference between hierarchy and inequality in 
Samoa (Serge Tcherkézoff) and with a lucid essay on the distinction between 
hierarchy and power in Dumontian terms (André Iteanu). As already men-
tioned, Joel Robbins contributes a fine essay on changing religious values 
following the globalisation of Christianity in a remote Melanesian society. 
Annelin Eriksen presents a parallel case from Vanuatu, focusing on two 
coexisting and structurally complementary social forms, in which gender 
differences are implicated. Janet Hoskins describes the twentieth century 
Vietnamese religion called Caodai, offering a new religious interpretation 
of the colonial encounter with France, from which the issue emerges of how 
individualism may transform social movements. 

David Sneath and Kjetil Fosshagen both challenge Dumont’s assump-
tion that religion provides a point of entry for the study of non-West-
ern societies in which it was supposed to be separated from the political 
domain, with case-studies about the nomadic state structures of the historical 
Mongol empire of Inner Asia and the Ottoman empire in the Middle East. 
Interestingly, Fosshagen refrains from referring to Dumont, just like Valerio 
Valeri (posthumously) and Ingjerd Hoëm in their contributions about the 
expression of hierarchy in pre-colonial marriage rules in Hawai’i, astutely 
labelled ‘horizontal hierarchy’, and the nature of hierarchy in the traditional 
exchange system of Tokelau. Hoëm finds more inspiration in James Fox’s 
notion of social ascendancy than in Dumontian ideas of encompassment. 
Olaf Smedal, finally, turns to contemporary ethnography again with a chap-
ter about the role of sacrifice in Eastern Indonesia (Flores), contending that 
hierarchical values in his case are not related by encompassment, but rather 
by obliteration, rendering the other completely irrelevant, thus reigning 
supreme as unassailable totality. The book concludes with an insightful yet 
inconclusive epilogue by Frederick Damon. 

In sum, there can be no doubt about the standard and the value of these 
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miscellaneous essays, all addressing hierarchy, most flirting with Dumontian 
ideas, and without exception analysing continuity and change of hierarchical 
relations at various levels of a range of different societies. Indeed, they com-
pellingly show that Dumont still provides ample inspiration for the compara-
tive study of hierarchy and change in anthropology. 

Henry Spiller, Erotic triangles: Sundanese dance and masculinity in 
West Java. London/ Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2010, 
xvii + 251 pp. ISBN: 9780226769592, price USD 27.95 (paper-
back); 978022675985, price 85.00 (hardback). 
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Erotic triangles is a brave, surprising, and thought-provoking addition to the 
ethnographic literature on Southeast Asian performing arts. Readers are likely 
to agree with Spiller, who states that his interpretation of Sundanese cultural 
practices is ‘eclectic, heterodox, yet compelling’ (p. 2). His book covers issues 
of gender, power, and performance in Sundanese arts and culture. He selec-
tively applies a bricolage of divergent theory in an attempt to understand the 
processes by which Sundanese people reconcile contradictory gender values.

Spiller’s title is indicative of the scope of the book; though the art form on 
which he focuses is made up of female singers and dancers, drummers and 
male dancers, Spiller’s thesis is strongest in its appraisal of masculinity and 
dance. Spiller posits that through dance, Sundanese men express and sculpt 
their masculinity and social status as they negotiate between leading and 
following the music. His research on the participation of female performers, 
however, is less refined. In particular, Spiller’s perspective that the ronggeng 
(the female dancers and singers) are self-objectified performers expressing 
the contradictory qualities of ‘both the divine goddess Dewi Sri and prosti-
tutes’ could be seen as restrictive by feminist scholars (p. 89). 

While Erotic triangles claims to be about Sundanese dance, Spiller’s entry 
point into his fieldwork was through the West Javanese music tradition of 
kendang drumming. For an outsider moving into Sundanese performing arts, 
starting with music has some logic. Sundanese drummers can produce both 
musical sounds and dance movements, but Sundanese dancers usually only 
know how to perform dance. Drumming might be a nice ingress into examin-
ing Sundanese dance, but Spiller unfortunately only provides scant descrip-
tions of dance movement. 
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Spiller introduces a study of the relationship between music and dance 
in the second chapter. He observes that dance and live drumming share an 
ambiguous dialogue relationship influenced by social relationships and the 
adoption of audio-recording technology. Regrettably, Spiller’s rich descrip-
tions of drum patterns are not complemented by vivid portrayals of dance 
movement. In fact, discussions of movement are introduced with phrases 
such as ‘It is my contention…’, ‘I imagine…’ and ‘I speculate…’ (pp. 51, 64). 
The work of Hodgins (1992) among other scholars of choreomusicology is 
not mentioned and, in a critique not dissimilar to Jordan’s review (1994) 
of Hodgins’ book (1992), Spiller could be criticized for not being familiar 
enough with dance and dance notation. Interestingly, evocative depictions of 
movement coupled with descriptions of music appear in later chapters, but 
not the second. Nonetheless, Spiller contributes foundational insights into 
the power relationships involved in determining whether kendang drumming 
animates or leads the dancer’s movement.

The erotic triangle in Sundanese dance is composed of female perform-
ers, male dancers and drummers. These three sides of the erotic triangle are 
described in Chapters 2, 3 and 4. In Chapter 2, Spiller describes drumming. 
In Chapter 3, Spiller explores the profane and divine qualities of the ronggeng. 
In Chapter 4, Spiller unpacks how men negotiate freedom and conformity as 
well as pride and humility during dance. The first in-depth explanation of 
the erotic triangle as it relates to the work of Lévi-Strauss, Freud, and Lacan 
is offered in Chapter 3.

Chapter 5 pieces the Sundanese version of the erotic triangle together. 
The three sides of the triangle depend on listeners who are taught from an 
early age to interpret drum sounds as movement cues ‘so that the impulse 
to move in particular ways seems a natural accompaniment to particular 
drum sounds and patterns’ (p. 74). Concurrently, dancers create movements 
that can be animated by the drums, but in order to do so they ‘must have an 
understanding of the conventions of drumming and the combination of drum 
patterns into choreographies’ (p. 62). These ideas hint at a rich theoretical 
framework, but Spiller only dwells lightly on the cultural learning processes 
that predispose ‘individuals to listen and engage with musical stimuli in 
particular, predictable ways’ (p. 178). Spiller makes constructive references 
to Becker’s habitus (2004) of listening. However, he could also have incor-
porated Csordas’ conceptualization (1980) of ‘somatic modes of attention’, 
Blacking’s notion (1977) of ‘bodily empathy’, or Connerton’s examination 
(1989) of ‘habitual memory sedimented in the body’. Although not directly 
his focus in Erotic triangles, Spiller clearly has a contribution to make to this 
discussion in future monographs. 

In Chapter 6, Spiller turns to geometry and applies one of Euclid’s tri-
angle congruence theorems to the Sundanese erotic triangle. Using Euclidean 
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geometry, Spiller hypothesizes about the degrees of freedom permissible in 
the cultural evolution of Sundanese dance. As long as a Sundanese dance 
event contains three strategic elements of an elaborately constructed erotic 
triangle, then locals perceive the event to be consistent with normative values. 
Although front-heavy with idiosyncratic theory, Chapter 6 is a satisfying sec-
tion of the book. A vivid narrative of the Sundanese erotic triangle unfolds 
within the framework that Spiller has carefully rendered possible through the 
five preceding chapters.

As a conceptual device, one might step back and consider the Kanisza 
triangle as more suitable for anthropology. What the mind perceives as a 
gestalt may be the result of nothing more than perceptual lines being drawn 
between three spatially separate angles. Spiller’s erotic triangle is nonetheless 
complex, multilayered and flexible. Few authors expose analytical tools so 
openly and ornately to their readers as Spiller does. 

Throughout the book Spiller sprinkles disparate theory that puts into play 
disciplinary baggage not directly relevant to his discussion. For example, 
Spiller mentions Dawkins’ idea of the meme – a concept that has been criti-
cized as being too simplified, context-deprived and a reductionist account of 
cultural activity (Eriksen 2006:57-63). Spiller’s comfort with referring to the 
meme appears to be echoed in his references to the progressive and unilinear 
models of culture promoted by local scholars of Indonesian arts and culture. 

Upon closer inspection, Spiller’s conceptualization of a cultural replicator 
is much more mutable than Dawkins’ concept of the meme. Indeed, Spiller 
prefers talking about ‘meme clusters’ or ‘meme complexes’ that are variable 
over time and morphodynamic. In a similar way, when Spiller draws upon 
the work of Bourdieu, his field observations reveal a habitus that is in fact 
much more heterogeneous. Spiller freely draws upon disparate concepts but 
he has also moved some distance in developing theory outside his direct field. 

Spiller might miss out on being called the ‘Pythagoras of cultural theory’, 
but for anyone embarking upon research in West Java, Erotic triangles is an 
important conversation incorporating a wide spectrum of unique ideas. If 
you are inspired by lavish theory strategically dappled with ethnography 
and mixed with a wide-ranging and eclectic bibliography, then Erotic triangles 
will be an intriguing read.
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The people discussed in this highly commendable book are the Korowai, an 
ethnic group of, currently, a few thousand people living in the southern low-
lands of West Papua, northeast of central Asmat and northwest of the Muyu 
and the Mandobo. They live spread over ‘several hundred square miles’ of 
forest, in scattered, elevated tree houses, erected in clearings in the forest. It 
is a form of habitation that continues to intrigue sizeable numbers of tour-
ists. Stasch is not given to precise quantitative reporting, but, while it is still 
unclear what the population density is, it is certain that it is low. He worked 
among the Korowai already in 1995 and the establishment of government 
control had taken place not much earlier.

Korowai group themselves in a great many tiny, patrilineal clans, spread 
over the vast expanse of their territories. They are an intensely egalitarian 
people. Stasch aptly comments that among the Korowai inequality does 
occur, but that it ‘is a problem to them’ (p. 43, his italics). He does not mention 
or discuss leadership, devoting the bulk of the book to an analysis of kin-
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ship relations. Kinship appears to be the main, almost the exclusive, idiom 
by means of which Korowai imagine their relations. In his discussion, Stasch 
presents a series of standard topics: the relation between the mother’s brother 
and the sister’s son; relations with members of other clans linked by marriag-
es that took place two or three generations ago; marriage; raising children; 
and mourning. In his discussion, he also covers such topics as infanticide, 
male brinkmanship, and witchcraft. Like the Western Dani, the Muyu, the 
Gebusi, the Hewa and the Ankave, the Korowai are yet another New Guinean 
people with a high degree of inward aggression. They believe all deaths to 
result from the malevolent actions of witches, always men. When identified, 
witches are killed.

Stasch’s account of Korowai kinship is wonderfully rich ethnography. He 
displays a real mastery in verbalising interaction, especially the emotions that 
accompany it. He stresses that he wants to bring out the relational aspect of 
people’s lives (p. 289). That in my view is not a novelty. What is innovative is 
his capacity to convey the life perspectives that people bring to their interac-
tions.

Moreover, Stasch is an excellent field worker. Quotes from his discussions 
with Korowai people make it clear that he acquired considerable fluency in 
the Korowai language. And he was able to prompt Korowai reflections, by 
men and by women, about the sociological aspects of their lives. Furthermore, 
the present book does not appear to have exhausted the pool of data he has 
collected by any means.

In the title of the book, Society of others, Stasch straightaway introduces 
the main problem that he addresses: the nature of social relations among the 
Korowai, as perceived by the people themselves. Far from forming a commu-
nity of people founded on ‘identification and shared face-to-face experience’, 
he reports that their ‘lived reality is quite the opposite’ (p. 2). They have made 
otherness a basis of social connection, to such an extent that for them ‘a social 
relation is a “disjunctive synthesis” of otherness and intimacy’ (p. 16). In the 
course of the book, he carefully charts the dimensions of their various kinds 
of otherness.

With these comments, Stasch critiques a long list of sociological and 
anthropological authors, starting with Tönnies on account of his simplistic 
nineteenth century Gemeinschaft - Gesellschaft dichotomy. Tönnies might seem 
an easy target, but Stasch shows how he influenced a line of thinkers, espe-
cially in the field of kinship studies. This critique forms a large part of the 
Introduction and the Conclusion of his book. Recently, he comments, there 
has been a ‘boom in otherness studies’ (p. 11), but here he argues that these 
studies are often theoretically closed, whereas in his view the study of various 
kinds of otherness, to be effective, needs to remain empirically open.

The Korowai appear to live in a small-scale society, without many outside 
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contacts, and to attach little importance to either accumulating and transact-
ing wealth items, or to staging large-scale rituals. Society of others gives no 
inkling that the Korowai were influenced by the Asmat, with their rich ritual 
life and their splendid wood carving, or by the Muyu, with their expansive 
networks of cowry shell transactions. If such influences are indeed absent, it 
might well be because the Korowai deliberately refrain from adopting them. 
Since I trust Stasch will write more ethnographic books about the Korowai, 
we can look forward to analyses of how the people relate to their close and 
not so close neighbours.
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The history of the sultanate of Buton has been neglected. The influence of the 
‘hegemonic view’ of Gowa and Ternate, two historical powers surrounding 
Buton, over the historiography of Indonesia has relegated its history into the 
margin. This is because of a ‘hegemonic view’ bias that has dominated the his-
toriography of Indonesia. Susanto Zuhdi wrote Sejarah Buton yang terabaikan: 
Labu rope labu wana (The neglected history of Buton: Labu rope labu wana) in 
an attempt to remedy this deficit. Zuhdi has not only fulfilled this task but 
also written a rich historical account of the island of Buton covering mainly 
the period of the seventeenth to the nineteenth centuries. In fact, the book can 
be seen as a version of a ‘thick description’ of the history of the sultanate of 
the period.

This richness of the narrative emerges from both the materials used 
and the approaches employed. The materials are a combination of the local 
sources in the forms of ‘traditional historiography and oral tradition,’ as well 
as the Dutch archives. The approaches employed are directed to capture 
the perspective of the Butonese on the historical events they experienced. 
Reading the book, one would come out with a narrative of Buton consisting 
of a combination of an account of the overall situation of Buton in the past, 
the Butonese perspective of their historical experience constructed from the 
local sources, and the more matter-of-fact account of the events based on the 
Dutch archives.
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The book thus begins with a perspective that places Buton in the dynam-
ics of its economic and political relations with three ‘giants’: Ternate, Gowa, 
and the VOC (that is, the Dutch) (Chapter 1). The basic premise is that while 
Buton might have enjoyed a sense of freedom (that is, a ‘cultural freedom’) it 
has always been under some sort of domination by the other powers (that is, 
‘structural constraints’). This perspective is the principle that organizes the 
structure of the book (consisting of six chapters plus a conclusion).

Chapter 2 is an account of Buton and its surrounding islands, which were 
ruled by Buton’s vassals. It thickly describes the maritime routes, population, 
economy, politics, and society of Buton and the surrounding islands, and 
Buton’s strategic position that had attracted Gowa, Ternate, and the Dutch, 
who vied to dominate it. This account is enriched by Zuhdi’s attempt to 
understand the Butonese historical situation in terms of their own perspective 
and of the theoretical concepts he employs. Thus he uses the concept of port-
polity to explain Buton’s emergence as a center of both maritime network and 
trade, sees the local myths he uses to explain the origin of its population in 
terms of two layers of folk and royal myths, and concludes his account of its 
administrative structure that he gives using local, Islamic traditions with the 
idea of power sharing.

Chapters 3 and 4 give accounts of how Buton had to deal with the two of 
the ‘giants’, Ternate and Gowa. Both of them were expansionist and Buton 
was one point where the two powers collided. While Ternate was the hege-
monic and rather benign power from the ‘stern’, Gowa was the fierce and 
constantly threatening giant from the ‘bow’. 

Gowa was also the main rival for the Dutch in the effort to secure trade 
monopoly in the area. In 1607, Gowa and Ternate had a peace agreement 
putting Buton under the rule of Ternate. In the same year, Ternate also had a 
‘contract’ with the Dutch where the Dutch supported Ternate in its expansion 
efforts and Ternate helped the Dutch to secure trade monopoly.

Ternate had dominated Buton since 1576, when it launched its southward 
and northward expansion. For more or less a century, there were ups and 
downs, conciliatory and belligerent times in the relationship between Buton 
and Ternate. Yet, all along, Buton had seen Ternate as a source of attraction and 
cultural and political orientation. Buton liked to see itself an equal to Ternate, 
and at times tried to free itself from the Ternate’s hegemonic influence, but 
never succeeded. Buton began to enjoy a lessening grip of Ternate’s power after 
its defeat in a war against the Dutch in 1681. Since then, Ternate never directly 
dominated Buton again, though it continued to be a source of attraction.

Meanwhile, Gowa’s constantly threatening presence escalated to an attack 
in 1626, in an attempt to conquer Buton. Preceding this aggression was the 
breakdown of the 1607 Gowa-Ternate agreement, which shifted the alliance 
among the three ‘giants’. The balance now became one between Gowa, on 
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the one hand, and the alliance of Dutch, Ternate, and Buton, on the other 
hand. The alliance notwithstanding, the Dutch did not come to help until the 
Gowans’ second attack in 1634. This help seems to have spared Buton from 
a complete conquest by the Gowans, but not from continuing harassment.

The presence of both the Gowans and the Dutch complicated matters for 
the Butonese and made the struggle to keep their independence insurmount-
able. The Butonese became conflicted between the two ‘giants’, straining rela-
tion with the Dutch. In 1636, when the Dutch fleet came to free their colleagues 
imprisoned in Buton by the Gowans some Butonese fought against them. This, 
and the growing strength of the Gowans in Buton over the years, caused a 
growing alarm on the part of the Dutch. The continuing hostility finally led 
the Dutch to mount an assault on Buton in 1654, and again in 1667. The war 
of 1667 was decisive when the Dutch fleet defeated that of Hasanuddin. The 
peace agreement signed toward the end of the year (the Bungaya agreement) 
marks the ultimate end of Gowa’s threat, as well as Ternate’s domination, over 
Buton, as well as the end of Chapter 4 of Zuhdi’s book.

Buton had to pay for this by having to stand alone in dealing with 
the Dutch. The relationship between Buton and the Dutch is discussed in 
Chapters 5 and 6 in terms of alliances and hostilities, the Dutch being both 
a legitimizing power and a threat for Buton. Examples of alliances include 
the 1613 and 1667 agreements. By and large, the agreements gave the Dutch 
economic gains, mainly a trade monopoly, and the Butonese political gains, 
consisting of protection against its superior enemies and legitimacy against 
its lesser enemies. The latter was especially true after the Bungaya agreement 
that put Gowa and Ternate under the Dutch supremacy and shrank their 
political clout over Buton. 

Examples of hostility and threats include Buton’s failures and reluctance to 
keep the terms of its agreements with the Dutch. These failures led to several 
wars, including one in 1667 that ended with the Bungaya agreement. From then 
on, until the end of the nineteenth century, the Dutch had to resort to arms to 
enforce their agreements with Buton. A major assault by the Dutch in 1755 
had caused what was accounted in the Butonese local tradition as ‘the end of 
the world’. In 1873, Buton was finally forced into an agreement that effectively 
made it a part of the Dutch Indies. Another agreement in 1906 confirmed this 
forced inclusion and sealed Buton’s membership in the Pax Neerlandica.

The emphasis that Zuhdi gives on the perspective of the Butonese comes 
out most clearly in Chapters 3 and 4. He does this by foregrounding the local 
sources in the forms of local legends and myths as well as the Sufistic view 
subscribed by the Butonese. A combination of these sources with the Dutch 
archives has allowed him to conceive a tension between a sense of ‘cultural 
freedom’ and ‘structural constraints’ experienced by the Butonese. In these 
chapters, however, Zuhdi disregards chronology, which he follows more 
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faithfully in Chapters 5 and 6. This disregard may make reading Chapters 3 
and 4 a confusing experience, especially for those who are not specialists in 
Buton’s history. More systematic charts of royal families not only of Buton but 
also of Ternate and Gowa aptly placed within the book would have lessened 
this confusion. Maps of better quality would also have relieved the reader 
from the pain of locating the many islands and places mentioned in the book. 

Nevertheless, the book reveals haunting parallels with the contemporary 
world. Today, instead of Dutch ships, more powerful and plentiful foreign 
ships crisscross Indonesian waters sucking out the country’s natural resourc-
es in accordance with the principles of advanced capitalism.

Terutomo Ozawa, The rise of Asia: The ‘flying geese’ theory of tandem 
growth and regional agglomeration. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, 
2009, xxi + 228 pp. ISBN 9781847208156, price GBP 62.95 (hard-
back); 9780857935908, 22.00 (paperback).

MARK BEESON
University of Western Australia

mark.beeson@uwa.edu.au

Terutomo Ozawa has been writing about East Asian development for about 
40 years. In that time he has made a significant contribution to our under-
standing of the economic development of the East Asian region in general 
and of Japan’s role in that process in particular. This volume brings together 
some of his ideas about these processes. Although not all the essays are new, 
this collection provides an up to date overview of Ozawa’s perspectives on 
regional development. As such, it is a valuable introduction to the East Asian 
region’s dynamic economies, and to the particular perspective of Ozawa him-
self. It can be recommended to students and scholars of the region alike.

For those familiar with Ozawa’s work, much of the contents will be unsur-
prising. What is surprising, perhaps, is the prominence attached to the ‘flying 
geese’ theory of economic development, which many observers considered 
to be something of a dead duck ‒ if one may forgive the mixed metaphor. 
After spending a chapter reviewing Kaname Akamatsu’s original formula-
tion, Ozawa introduces the ‘dynamic stages of structural upgrading’, which 
is a revamped reading of the original flying geese theory. The language is a 
little awkward, but the underlying idea still has merit. Essentially, Ozawa 
argues that while production structures in the region may offer the chance 
of accelerating economic development, they remain hierarchical, and this has 
consequences for national development.

Downloaded from Brill.com05/22/2023 06:46:30AM
via free access



 Book reviews366

The underlying assumptions of much of the analysis are in keeping with 
orthodox economic theory and the logic of comparative advantage, so labor-
intensive production ‘naturally’ migrates to countries with abundant, cheap 
labor. Spelling out these processes provides a nicely detailed, if unremarkable, 
part of the book. More original and interesting, however, is Ozawa’s analysis 
of the overarching context in which Japan played the role of ‘lead goose’ in 
the region, pulling along other emerging economies in its wake. For Ozawa, 
Japan’s role ‘has actually been as second goose under the aegis of US-led 
global capitalism’ (p. 6). This is an interesting and important idea about which 
a good deal more might have been said: the geopolitical situation that allowed 
the East Asian economies to ‘rise’ is a crucial, but generally under-analysed 
part of the story of the region’s post-war transformation, in my view.

The potential importance of the political side of Asia’s development expe-
rience is evident in the discussions of China’s growing economic importance 
and the possible relevance of the East Asian experience as a developmental 
model for Latin America. While we hear a lot about the failings of Marxist 
thought in Latin America, we don’t hear as much as we might like about the 
political ideologies and structures that underpinned economic development 
in Asia. However, Ozawa does provide an important and original analysis 
of what he describes as ‘borrowed growth’, or a form of deficit-based growth 
finance. Not only does Ozawa usefully apply this concept to aspects of the 
Asian experience and overall evolution of financial capital, he uses it to con-
sider the position of the US, which currently also finds itself reliant on bor-
rowed growth. 

More might have been said about the sustainability of the US relation-
ship with East Asia, especially as so much of the US’s borrowed growth 
is reliant in China—potentially its most formidable geopolitical rival. The 
relative absence of a discussion of the political dimensions of US-East Asia 
relations is also noteworthy in the final chapter, which considers whether the 
US as the lead goose of the global economy is creating the world in its own 
image. The focus is primarily on the evolution of finance generally and the 
role of venture capital in particular. Interesting enough topics, perhaps, but 
it would have been nice to see them placed in a larger comparative context 
that explicitly acknowledged the political context that will ultimately help to 
determine how such patterns of economic organization are received in the 
region. Indeed, it would have significantly added to the value of this collec-
tion if there had been a concluding chapter that attempted to pull together 
some of the themes that are developed in the book as a whole.

However, given that Ozawa is an economist, it is perhaps unfair to criticize 
him for not giving more extensive consideration to issues from other disci-
plinary areas. As it is, this is an excellent introduction to the development of 
what has become the most important economic region in the world. For those 
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wanting to get a sense of the distinctiveness of the Asian experience and its 
contemporary significance as growth model and engine, this is a good place 
to start.

Uka Tjandrasasmita, Arkeologi Islam Nusantara. Jakarta: 
Kepustakaan Populer Gramedia, École française d’Extrême-
Orient, Syarif Hidayatullah State Islamic University, 2009, 369 
pp. ISBN 9789799102126. Price: IDR 29,750 (paperback).
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This book compiles twenty-three lectures by Indonesian historian Uka Tjan-
drasasmita (1930-2010), collected on the occasion of his eightieth birthday by 
the State Islamic University of Jakarta (UIN Syarif Hidayatullah). Mostly giv-
en between 2002 and 2008, few of these lectures were previously published. 
They are historical syntheses touching upon the two major themes of the au-
thor’s work during his long career: the history of Islam in Indonesia and con-
servation of the nation’s cultural heritage. Most of the lectures were written in 
Indonesian and the five of them written in English for international audiences 
have been translated here for the first time into Indonesian. Uka Tjandrasas-
mita started his career with the ministry of culture, where from the 1970s on-
ward, he was in charge of the conservation of historical monuments. Starting 
in the 1980s, he devoted his work mostly to the teaching of archaeology and 
history in Indonesia’s largest universities. 

The book is divided in four thematic chapters under which the papers 
have been distributed. The first chapter, entitled ‘Islamic archaeology and 
cosmopolitan dynamics’, begins with a chronological synthesis on the histo-
riography of Indonesia’s Islamization. It contains four articles exposing the 
particular foreign communities present in the archipelago’s harbour cities: 
the Portuguese, the Arabs, and the Chinese. The second chapter, entitled 
‘Islamic archaeology and local dynamics in the Indonesian archipelago’, 
deals with the impact of Islamization on the archipelago’s urban centres such 
as Banten, Jambi, Cirebon or Jakarta. It also addresses its impact on ancient 
urban communities such as the Sumedang community in Tangerang and 
the old communities of Jakarta. The third chapter, ‘Islamic archaeology and 
manuscripts from the Indonesian archipelago’, gathers papers on philology, 
and stresses the importance of philological studies and manuscript conserva-
tion in enhancing knowledge of Indonesian history. The last chapter, ‘Islamic 
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archaeology: construction and transmission of culture in the Indonesian 
archipelago’, has a variety of papers more or less linked with cultural heri-
tage issues, and merits special emphasis. The first paper in this last chapter 
examines art and architecture during the early Islamic period on the Javanese 
north-coast; the second explores the history of cultural institutions in the 
nineteenth-twentieth century; another succinctly presents inscriptions and 
manuscripts as communication media. The penultimate paper retraces the 
evolution of Jawi script in the archipelago, and the last one offers a brief 
introduction to Aceh’s cultural heritage. 

This book is one of the few compilations of lectures by an Indonesian his-
torian who in the past decades has had a major influence on the official his-
tory of the archipelago’s Islamic period. The originality of Tjandrasasmita’s 
work lies in its special concern for pedagogy and in its multidisciplinary 
approach of Indonesian modern history. Each paper thus offers a multifac-
eted picture of the period, not only through the perspectives of archaeology 
but also through social history, art, urban history, religious history, material 
culture, epigraphy, and philology. 

Many lectures are precious for the testimony they offer of the committed 
messages Tjandrasasmita has given in favour of the conservation of artefacts, 
with implementation advice provided at the end of some chapters. As men-
tioned above, Tjandrasasmita was also head of Directorate for the protection 
and development of historical heritage and archaeology (DPPPSP), and some 
articles bear testimony to his constant efforts to awaken an awareness and a 
sense of belonging in particular for the nation’s Islamic heritage. In Indonesia, 
it is less studied and less known to the public than the heritage from the 
so-called Hindu-Buddhist period. The theme of Islamic archaeology itself 
calls forth a deeper questioning of the criteria to be used for the category of 
‘Islamic archaeology’, as many of the artistic and architectural forms of the 
Islamic period can actually be traced to the pre-Islamic era. 

This is an ambitious book. The period of history covered by the author is 
probably the most controversial until today, and also the period for which 
quite an amount of new data and analysis has been produced in the past 
years, some of them still in French. Understandably, some of his lectures 
suffer from the very fact that they belong to a certain moment of Indonesian 
historiography. Historical investigations of Samudra Pasai, Aceh, as well as of 
Java have since raised new interpretations. For example, the assumption that 
the Leran graves were evidence of the presence of a Muslim community in 
East-Java as early as the eleventh century has been countered for a few years 
now (pp. 16, 75, 248, 290). Two scholars argued in 2004 that the graves indeed 
date from the eleventh century but had in fact been imported to Java as boat 
anchors and ballast stones (Kalus and Guillot 2004:34). 

More importantly perhaps, as Edi Sedyawati notes in the preface, this 
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edited book lacks argumentation for Tjandrasasmita’s interpretations as well 
as for a critical assessment of his sources. The reader will also miss a conclud-
ing essay on Islamic archaeology, while the author was well placed to do it 
with his forty-year research perspective on Indonesian modern history, and 
on the Islamic period in particular. Indeed, Tjandrasasmita was one of the 
few specialists in Indonesian art history in this period, especially art from the 
northern Javanese coast (pesisir) and who also had a great knowledge of the 
field. Considering the increasing interest in Asian studies in the field of cul-
tural heritage conservation and management, a compilation of the author’s 
best published papers on art history and heritage conservation might have 
been more useful. For example, paper 19 entitled ‘Indonesian cultural institu-
tion history and dynamics’, a very rich chronological study of cultural institu-
tions during colonial times (from the late eighteenth century to the Japanese 
occupation) would have better fit in such an editorial project. 

However, the fluent and simple style of the author makes most of the 
articles agreeable to read. One will also find a great selection of coloured 
photographs and drawings, including some unpublished before. At the end 
of the book is also added a complete list of Tjandrasasmita’s works as well 
as a short biography. This book will be a useful tool for Indonesian history, 
archaeology and art history students as a starter for those interested in the 
Islamic era heritage. Updates in reading will however be necessary, while 
some indulgence is required for numerous misprints (for example on page 73, 
we find the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries for seventh and eighth cen-
tury) and a lack of a consistent orthography of names (for example on page 
297, Iskandar Thani, Tsani, and Tani). Despite such shortcomings, the book 
will likely remain a valuable reference for students until a new and complete 
synthesis of this period is published in Indonesian.
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