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and unavoidab1y a chapter on the future of 
wood extractives (11). Five chapters deal 
with chemical classes of compounds: carbo
hydrates, including starch and gums (4); 
nitrogenous extractives such as amino acids, 
proteins, enzymes, nucleic acids and alka
loids (5); aliphatic and alicyclic extractives, 
ranging from simple organic acids, cyano
genic glycosides, fats and fatty acids, to sub
erin and associated waxes (6); benzenoid ex
tractives, including a variety of phenolic 
compounds, gallic acid derivatives, lignans 
and stilbenes, flavanoids and tannins (7); iso
prenoids such as terpenoids and steroids (8). 
A 23-page index to plant genera and a 24-
page one to organic compounds complete the 
book, and are very essential parts in view of 
the important role this book will playas an 
encyclopaedic source of reference. 

Publication of this book is very timely, 
now there is a growing awareness of the im
portance of so-called minor forest products, 
including a wide range of extractives for local 
economies in tropical forest regions. One 
often hears conservationists stress this point 
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and cite one or two dramatic examples of 
medicinal drugs recently developed from hit
herto lesser known species. The impressive 
list of about 120 pharmacologically active 
metabolites extracted from woody plants and 
tabulated in chapter 10.6 by Beecher et al. is 
a great deal more convincing. The latter sub
chapter is a goldmine of information in many 
other respects, and alone draws information 
from not less than 1,151 publications. 

With so many specialists, apparently in
vited on the basis of their expertise as phyto
chernists of one class of compounds or an
other, the suggested restrictions imposed by 
the title and subtitle are sometimes violated: 
not all plants cited are woody (potato is in
cluded for instance to illustrate suberin); and 
not all compounds described are strictly ex
traneous to the lignocellulosic wall, let alone 
extracellular as misleadingly suggested in the 
preface by the editor. However, this is hardly 
objectionable, and wood anatomists should 
welcome these books for what they are: tre
mendously useful compendia on subjects we 
usually know far too little about. [Po B.] 

WOOD ANATOMY NEWS 

IAWA Bulletin listed. by SCI 
At various meetings members have com

plained that the IA WA Bulletin is not listed in 
the Science Citation Index, most recently at 
the meeting in Los Banos, The Philippines. 
This situation has now changed. In the latest 
SCI listing for 1986/87 the IA WA Bulletin 
figures on the list of botanical journals with 
an impact factor of 0.175. In a scale from 
0.000 (Phyton) to 13.359 (Annual Review of 
Plant Physiology) and on the 97th place in a 
total of 121 journals this is a modest but far 
from dishonorable position, considering the 
very specialised nature of the journal and the 
fact that the impact of the IA WA Bulletin 
is spread over botany, forestry and wood 
science. No other wood scientific or plant 
anatornical journals are listed by SCI under 

the Botany heading. Considering the fact that 
over one third of all papers published on 
xylem and phloem anatomy are published in 
the IA WA Bulletin over the last 10 years, we 
should anticipate an increase in the impact 
factor. IA WA members can help by actively 
citing IA WA Bulletin publications. 

Wood Anatomy Symposium in Dresden, 
April 1991 

A symposium on wood anatomy in re
search, practice and teaching will be held 
from 22-26 April 1991 in Dresden/Tha
randt, GDR. The meeting will be organised 
by the Forestry Section of the Technical Uni
versity of Dresden. IA W A Member Dr. R. 
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Wood Anatomy news 

Wagenführ, head of the wood anatomy lab
oratory is one of the members of the organis
ing committee. Special attention will be given 
to: 1) systematic and functional wood anat
omy; 2) wood structure and properties; 3) 
wood technological aspects; 4) wood iden
tification; 5) interfacing subjects of wood 
anatomy and other disciplines. Interested 
colleagues should write to Dr. Richter, Tech
nische Universität Dresden, Section Forst
wirtschaft, Wissenschaftsbereich Forstnut
zung, Pienner Strasse 8, Tharandt 8223, 
German Democratic Republic. 

Ruiz and Pavon's treasures excavated
a eall Jor help to identify the woods and barks 

Jean-Yves Blot of the Museu Nacional de 
Arq ueologia, Praya do Imperio, 1400 Lisboa, 
Portugal wrote us about fascinating finds 
while excavating the remains of a Spanish 
vessel sailing to its fatal destination from 
Peru with on board the botanical and anti
quarian treasures gathered by the famous 
Spanish botanists H. Ruiz and J. Pavon in 
Chile and Peru. The c. 200 excavated bark 
and wood sampIes are probably of several 
origins, including Peru, Chile, Brazil, the 
Carribean and Ecuador depending on wheth
er they were part of the ship (built in Cuba, 
and repaired in Rio de Janeiro) or belonged 
to Ruiz and Pavon' s collections or the boxes 
in which they were stored. Microscopic iden
tification of these samples is of great interest 
and Mr. Blot would welcome international 
help on this fascinating project. Please write 
to hirn directly at the above address. 
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Great Wood Exhibition in Paris 
Under the captivating title 'Bois a Coeur 

Ouvert' the Natural History Museum in Paris 
is staging an exhibition about all aspects of 
wood science and utilisation in the Jardin des 
Plantes (16 Rue Buffon, Paris) from October 
1990 until August 1991. Specialists of the 
Centre Technique Forestier Tropical and the 
Centre du Bois et de l' Ameublement cooper
ate in this ambitious venture which will show 
the origins of wood in plant evolution, its 
anatomical diversity, its growth mechanisms, 
its vulnerability to decay, and its future in 
well-managed and/or protected forests. Due 
attention will also be paid to wood in art, fur
niture and construction. Especially the en
trence tunnel flanked by scented woods will 
probably become a spectacular delight. 

New wood anatomy laboratory requests 
wood sampies 

A new wood anatomy laboratory and wood 
collection has been established in the De
partment of Forestry at the Universidade 
Estadal Paulista at Botucato, Brazil. 

Dr. Paulo Cesar Botosso, in charge of the 
laboratory, would like to request donations of 
well-documented wood sampies from all over 
the world from curators of institutional wood 
collections. At this initial stage he has no 
duplicates to offer in exchange, but hopefully 
donations can be reciprocated in the future. 
All curators of wood collections are 
encouraged to ship a set of their space
consuming duplicates to: Dr. P.C. Botosso, 
Departamento de Ciencias Florestais, UNESP, 
P.O. Box 237, 18.600 Botucatu/Sp, Brazil. 
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