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REVIEW 

New Tropical Timber Crops: Challenges in Processing and Utilisation. Proceed
ings of the International Tropical Wood Conference, 17-20 June, 1997. Mohd. Ariff 
Jamaluddin, M.N.B. Nair & Faizah Abood Haris (compilers), vii + 400 pp., illus., 
1999. Faculty of Forestry, Universiti Putra Malaysia, 43400 Serdang, Selangor, Ma
laysia. Price unknown (paperback). 

These proceedings, published two years after the actual meeting, contain 55 con
tributions, most of them (30) only presented as abstract, the remainder as full(er) 
versions of the oral presentations. The papers are ranked under five thematic areas: 
1) Wood and fibre resources; 2) Wood and fibre quality; 3) Utilisation, processing and 
product development; 4) Economics, marketing and policy; and 5) Enhancement, 
treatment and protection. 

Although international in scope, most contributions deal with native and planta
tion grown timbers in Malaysia, and on these there are some very important and in
formative papers, e.g. by Hashim bin Saad on new wood resources in Malaysia high
lighting the as yet very small volumes of plantation grown woods relative to timber 
harvested from natural forests, and by Awang Tengah et al. on timber resources in 
Sabah, stressing the rapid reduction of the natural forest resource. A paper by the then 
ITTO Executive Director Dr. Freezailah Che Yeom contains challenging ideas for a 
new approach in tropical forestry, by advocating the harvest of very expensive luxury 
timbers, rather than destructively logging as many species as possible. The chapters 
on wood and fibre quality incorporate some original wood anatomical observations: 
by Gourlay on the pet species in agroforestry of Leucaena; by Suhaimi Muhammed 
et al. on rubberwood; by Nobuchi et al. on the radial variation of vessel and fibre 
dimensions in some plantation grown species; and by Hamza on the effects of age and 
growth rate on heartwood proportion in teak. 

It is gratifying to see the proceedings of this successful conference in print. For 
tropical forestry and forest products libraries the book will be a valuable asset. 
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