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History of Global Christianity, Vol. I: European and Global Christianity, ca. 1500–1789. 
Leiden: Brill, 2017. Pp. 457 + x, Hb, €180.00.

In the 1960s, the German publisher Kohlhammer began releasing its popular 
world-spanning series on religion, Die Religionen der Menschheit (The religions 
of humanity), issuing volumes on Indonesian and arctic religion before turn-
ing to Christianity. In recent years, Kohlhammer has completed the volumes on 
Christianity, with Brill publishing English versions of the three on the modern 
period as History of Global Christianity. The first of these, reviewed here, runs 
from ca. 1500 to 1789. Half of the chapters were originally written in German, 
here translated by David Orton, and half in English; the German chapters, and 
German translations of the English ones, thus appear in the Kohlhammer edi-
tion. Their authors are senior scholars working in northwestern and central 
Europe, and on the northeast coast of the United States.

An introduction and conclusion by Hartmut Lehmann frame ten chapters 
with individual authors. Half the chapters focus on Europe and are divided 
chronologically; the remaining ones are divided geographically. The param-
eters of the individual chapters are idiosyncratic. Sometimes this reflects the 
regions’ particular histories, as when the Russia chapter stops a century early, 
in 1701, or when the Russian and Ottoman chapters begin a half century before 
the nominal start date of the volume. In other instances, the asymmetries ap-
pear gratuitous, and suggest a project developed from the ground up, as in the 
titles of the chapters “Christianity in Europe: The 17th Century” and “Christi-
anity in 18th Century Europe.” The chapters are uniformly reliable. Some find 
their strength in the incorporation of references to primary sources, while 
others include useful reviews of the historiography. All but two of the Europe 
chapters begin with maps. The chapters on Africa, Asia, and sixteenth- and 
seventeenth-century Europe, in particular, feature a number of references to 
recent scholarship, although there is little room to be comprehensive, and, 
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say, the three references to works on China barely begin to scratch that vast 
surface. Collectively, the chapters are geographically comprehensive. Even 
marginal regions absent from the index, such as Transylvania, appear in the 
text itself. The indices’ lack of comprehensiveness—about a third of personal 
names in the chapters do not appear listed in an index—might hinder read-
ers’ abilities to directly access information sought, but Brill promises an online 
edition soon, which presumably will allow more robust searches. The volume 
might best be described as a sharply abbreviated (quarter-length) and updated 
version of the sixth and seventh volumes of the Cambridge History of Christian-
ity (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007; 2006).

In the introduction, Lehmann specifies two goals: the first, a history written 
without a confessional viewpoint, is readily achieved; the second, a global his-
tory, is a higher bar, as Lehmann acknowledges. The missions mean that the 
history of Christianity in this period is obviously global, but how well does this 
volume attend in practice to issues of global history? The European chapters 
are longer than those on the wider world. Indeed, the three chapters on Africa, 
Asia, and the Ottoman lands, combined, are still shorter than one of the two 
chapters on seventeenth-century Europe. In contrast, the Cambridge volumes 
allow more globality, as half of their chapters (twenty-five out of twenty-nine) 
have no explicit geographical limitations, although in actual fact they, too, are 
mostly European. Of course, if we were to compare this work with the actual 
numbers of Christians in this period, Europe is not dominant enough—and 
indeed the third volume of the series, on the twentieth century, marginalizes 
Europe in its contents just as in the period under study Christianity becomes 
demographically a southern religion. Still, this volume might not meet the ex-
pectations of readers for a work with “global” featured in its title. The regional 
organization also keeps recent work in specifically global—that is, not region-
ally limited—Christianity, especially scholarship not in German, off the au-
thors’ collective radar, as the global, as such, is beyond the collective remit of 
the given chapters.

It is bad form to criticize a reviewed book for not going a fundamentally 
different way, but I do want to point out a possible alternative approach. This 
volume is the most recent in a distinguished line of histories of early modern 
global Christianity, stretching back to the early modern period itself. Each up-
dates the previous, incorporating new scholarship and new sensibilities—as 
this volume, for example, is post-confessional and post-patriarchal. Each ap-
proaches global Christianity regionally. I modestly suggest that the next de-
scendant in this genealogy treat global Christianity globally. Is there a way 
to organize the next global history of Christianity in a way that transcends  
regions, by looking at global themes, or by adopting a panoramic perspective? 
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The authors of this work are geographically close to each other, and the pref-
ace mentions a series of in-person meetings. Could collaborative authorship, 
in which experts think and write together, produce chapters that maintain 
the current volume’s high scholarly quality, but while achieving a truly global 
reach? Could the wide-geography analysis of big data or of religious networks 
reveal trends invisible at the regional level?

Nevertheless, to raise these questions in no way detracts from the value 
of this volume as a compendium of dependable and up-to-date histories of 
early modern Christianities. Jesuits make at least a brief appearance in every 
chapter, and receive more sustained attention in the chapters on seventeenth-
century Europe, Asia, and the Iberian empires. The scholar of Jesuit Studies 
will find the volume useful primarily as a convenient collection of background 
information.
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William A. Pettigrew & David Veevers, eds.
The Corporation as a Protagonist in Global History, c.1550–1750. Global Economic 
History Series 16. Leiden: Brill, 2019. Pp. 344. Hb, $157.00.

This collection of fourteen essays is divided in two parts: ten essays analyzing 
different English corporations and four papers evaluating European counter-
parts such as the Scandinavian, French, Iberian, and Dutch merchant com-
panies. Part one is organized thematically: in 232 pages, the global English  
corporations are examined in terms of political economy, migration, networks, 
literature, religion, governance, gender, architecture, science, and scholarship, 
whereas part two (much more succinct at a mere forty-six pages) compares 
and contrasts continental European companies to the English case studies 
from part one.

Pettigrew and Veevers aim to engage historians of empire, business, trade, 
and law. First and foremost, the authors seek to contribute to the field of global 
history; they propose several methodological approaches in their introduc-
tion, arguing that their essays on corporations are not simply comparative or  
connective global history, but instead an integrative history. To do this  
they combine comparative and connective approaches with a study of glo-
balization (10), in order to demonstrate that companies were protagonists in 
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