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 THE INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF THE PLATONIC TRADITION

Aims & Scope 
 Th e International Journal of the Platonic Tradition is published under the auspices of the 
International Society for Neoplatonic Studies. Th e journal will include articles that 
examine philosophical ideas originating with Greek Presocratic philosophy and culmi-
nating in our modern world. Th e dialogues of Plato act as a prism through which the 
writings and beliefs of the earlier Presocratic period are refracted and come to influence 
later authors, from Aristotle onwards. Th e International Journal of the Platonic Tradi-
tion will feature articles on the philosophers of the Greek and Roman world and 
beyond. Papers will investigate these materials from various perspectives (philosophi-
cal, historical, religious, etc.) and will include all areas of the scholarly world (Chris-
tian, Jewish, Islamic, Pagan, etc.) in all time periods. Th e large and diverse world of 
Platonism will be celebrated in all its aspects. Papers will be published in English, 
French, and German. Th e journal will also feature reviews of books on the Platonic 
tradition. Th e journal welcomes book submissions by publishers and encourages 
authors to contact the review editor about their recently published work. 

 Editor-in-Chief 
 John F. Finamore, Department of Classics, University of Iowa, USA
 
 Papers for submission and all other correspondence should be sent to: Prof. John F. 
Finamore, Department of Classics, 210 Jefferson Building, University of Iowa, 
Iowa City, IA 52242, USA, tel +1 319 335 0288, fax +1 319 335 3884, e-mail 
john-finamore@uiowa.edu 

Books for review should be sent to: Prof. Suzanne Stern-Gillet, Department of Philoso-
phy, Chadwick Campus, University of Bolton, Bolton BL2 1JW, UK, tel +44 (0)1204 
903257, fax +44 (0)1204 399074, e-mail s.stern-gillet@bolton.ac.uk

 Editorial Board 
 John M. Dillon, School of Classics, Trinity College Dublin, Ireland 

 Suzanne Stern-Gillet, Department of Philosophy, University of Bolton, UK  

 Christoph Horn, Department of Philosophy, University of Bonn, Germany 

 Harold Tarrant, Faculty of Education and Arts, School of Liberal Arts, Th e University 
of Newcastle, Australia

 
 Notes for Contributors 
 Please refer to the fourth page of the volume prelims or visit Th e International Journal 
of the Platonic Tradition’s web site at www.brill.nl/jpt. 

Cover Photo
Luna Marble Head of Plato, Roman, 1st century AD. Fitzwilliam Museum, University 
of Cambridge / Th e Bridgeman Art Library. 

Th e International Journal of the Platonic Tradition (print ISSN 1872-5082, online 
ISSN 1872-5473) is published 2 times a year by Brill, Plantijnstraat 2, 2321 JC Leiden, 
Th e Netherlands, tel +31 (0)71 5353500, fax +31 (0)71 5317532.
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  Notes for Contributors 
 Electronic submissions, as pdf attachments to e-mails, are encouraged and should be 
sent to john-finamore@uiowa.edu. In exceptional circumstances, three copies of the 
paper may also be sent via regular mail (surface and air) to Prof. John F. Finamore, 210 
Jefferson Building, Department of Classics, University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA 52242, 
USA. Articles in English are preferred, but articles in German and French are accepted 
as well. If the submission includes Greek, Arabic, or other specialized fonts, the font 
name should be specified. 

 Th e journal follows the rules of the Chicago Manual of Style. Submissions should 
include a bibliography. Footnotes are preferred. Footnote references to items in 
the bibliography should be as follows: the initials of the author’s first name(s), last 
name, publication date in parentheses, page number(s). For example: J. Bloggs (1975) 
444-467. 

 All submissions are blind reviewed. To that effect, authors are requested to remove 
their names and any identifying marks from their papers. Th e author’s name, institu-
tional affiliation, and address (postal and electronic) should be included in the message 
accompanying the submission. An abstract of no more than 300 words and a list of 
keywords for the article should accompany the submission.    
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   Editorial 

 You hold in your hands the culmination of three years’ work: Th e Interna-
tional Journal of the Platonic Tradition. Many members of the International 
Society for Neoplatonic Studies collaborated with the good people at Brill 
to conceptualize and bring to reality this new scholarly publication. We 
trust that you will find that this three-dimensional, sense-perceptible, indi-
vidualized instance participates well in the original idea. 

 Why a new journal? It is the obvious question, especially in an era of 
major budget cuts at universities and their libraries. Although there are 
many excellent journals accepting papers in ancient philosophy, there is 
currently none offering a synoptic view of ancient philosophy from the 
Presocratics through the Neoplatonists and to the wide-ranging influence 
of the writings from those centuries on later eras. Th is journal is dedicated 
to the proposition that the ideas that were cultivated in Greece and Rome 
continued to influence writers of all centuries to the current day, in mul-
tiple academic fields (philosophical, historical, religious, scientific, etc.), 
and in various religions (Christian, Islamic, Jewish, Pagan, etc.). Th ese 
ideas, especially as filtered through the texts of Plato and Aristotle, are part 
of a living tradition, and it is the hope of the editors of this journal that 
they be explored, analyzed, and explicated in this and future issues. 

 Th e papers in this first issue focus on pagan Platonism in the second 
through sixth centuries of our era. Harold Tarrant examines Olympio-
dorus’ interpretation of Plato’s Alcibiades and its similarity to the interpre-
tations of others concerning what Alcibiades should have learned from 
Socrates. John Dillon presents us with an investigation of the role of 
theurgy and magic in the Neoplatonism of Iamblichus. Ilsetraut Hadot 
takes a fresh look at the question of what happened to those later Neopla-
tonists who were forced to leave the Academy in  Athens in 529 C.E. and 
who traveled to Persia. 

 I welcome the submission of papers for future issues. Authors are 
encouraged to send electronic submissions, as pdf attachments to emails, 
to john-finamore@uiowa.edu. Th e journal will publish articles in English, 
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French, and German and will follow the rules of the Chicago Style Manual. 
Authors should include a bibliography, an abstract of no more than 
300 words, and a list of keywords for the article. All submissions will be 
blind reviewed. Th e journal will also be publishing reviews of books on the 
Platonic tradition, and the journal’s Associate Editor Suzanne Stern-Gillet 
welcomes receiving books from presses and wishes too to hear from schol-
ars interested in reviewing books. 

 It is a pleasure to present this first issue to you. Like Apuleius in his 
introduction to the Metamorphoses, I give you this prolegomenon. Lector 
intende: laetaberis. 

 John F. Finamore    
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