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BOOK REVIEWS

Forgedfrom the love ofliberty: selected speeches of Dr. Eric Williams.
Compiled and introduced by PAUL K. SUTTON. Trinidad:
Longman Caribbean, 1981. 473 pp. (Paper £ 8.50)

"Trinidad in 1911", Eric Williams (1969: 25) wrote in his auto-
biography, "would move in only one direction — forward." But
why 1911 when the island was a tightly controlled crown colony
with little signs of any liberalization by the Colonial Office? The
autobiography contains no clues, but a contextual reading will
show that, in addition to being the year of his birth, 1911 marked,
in his opinion, a national as well as a personal beginning. The
baby of 1911 would move on to be an Island Scholar, an Oxford
Ph.D., an University professor and finally, the Political Leader of
Trinidad and Tobago for 24 years. He never appeared to have lost
his egocentric view of his status and role, for his was, as he put it, an
"inward hunger." He was "determined," he told us (1969: 343),
"to prove that, like Dante's Ulysses, I

Could conquer the inward hunger that I had
To master earth's experience, and to attain
Knowledge of man's mind, both good and bad.

Eric Williams' autobiography (1969) calls forth W. Somerset
Maugham's warning about all autobiographies: "No one can teil
the whole truth about himself." And yet; the risks were perhaps
less in the late 1960S than they are in the early 1980S.

Inward Hunger was written after fifteen years in office but before
Williams faced the most serious challenge to his power and threat
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to his reputation: the 1970 Black Power uprising and the mutiny of
the Defence Force. This major historical watershed — which has
yet to find its historian — shook the Political Leader and the
complacent society to its foundations... for a brief spell. The
elections of 1971 saw Williams' PNM gather 100% of Parlia-
ment's seats, yet the fact that this was achieved with 28% of the
electorate voting left Williams unperturbed: He was now again in
a position to teil anyone "come and he cometh, go and he goeth!"

Clearly, to write a biography of one so complex is a formidable
task. It is just as well therefore that Dr. Paul K. Sutton calls
himself a compiler rather than editor of this collection, for he
appears to have had little to do with the whole work. Aside from
the brief and, for all practical purposes, perfunctory introduction,
the volume appears to have been the work of Eric Williams, who
at the time of its writing (1980) was very much alive. Williams
holds the copyright, and he wrote the Dedication and the Epi-
logue. Since the Introduction does not state that the Compiler
made the selections or decided on their order of presentation, one
can only conclude that these tasks were also performed by Wil-
liams. The Epilogue is definitely — because unmistakenly — his.
This is, then, an autobiographical look at his years in power
(1955-1980), a companion volume to his Inwardhunger:

Herbert Butterfield (1959: 36) warned us that "Our politicians
now know that the historians are on their track, so that they
préparé for them in advance — they write with the public in mind
or they leave crucial things unrecorded." But it is precisely this
autobiographical nature of the volume which gives it value. The
book represents a sort of political last will and testament of a
leader who took his own life only months after the work went to
press. As such, it is the best collection of materials available with
which to judge the protagonist, his goals and his success in fulfill-
ing them. The work is organized into five parts: economie devel-
opment (22 separate speeches or articles), political development
(20 items), the national community (16 items), Independence (20
items) and international relations (11 items). These are followed
by a 41-page Epilogue which appears to be the last thing he wrote
and thus far published.

In this volume there is the Williams of 1955 eulogizing Puerto
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Rico and Arthur Lewis, whom he would emulate in his effort to
make Trinidad "the industrial centre of the entire Caribbean" (p.
8). There is Williams promising to end the immorality and dishon-
esty of Trinidad life by creating a disciplined political party
modeled on the PNP of Jamaica (p. 109). There is Williams
accepting the Westminster Parliamentary constitution and
system, reasoning that "After all, if the British Constitution is
good enough for Great Britain, it should be good enough for
Trinidad and Tobago" (p. 129). Or, again in 1955, there is
Williams of Woodford Square using history and sociology to build
a political following. "This problem of race is essentially modern"
he would teil his largely black working class audiences, introdu-
cing them to Sepulveda, Las Casas, Long, Edwards, Froude,
Carlyle, Trollope, Fernando Ortiz, José Marti, Frank Tan-
nenbaum. And so his speeches were lectures on the meaning of
Federation (when the PNM suffered its one and only electoral
loss), Independence and its various 5-year plans. This volume also
has the Williams of 1970, first sympathizing with the demands of
Black Power; "If this is Black Power then I am for Black Power."
(Was this not an extension of his 1961 "Massa Day Done",
speech?) But it contains no documentation of his appeals, on the
verge of being overthrown, for British, U.S. and Venezuelan
assistance.

There is the post-Black Power call and promise of a shift in
course, accelerating the nationalization of the society (rather than
its socialization) — at all levels, but most importantly by govern-
ment participation in new industry and the sale of government-
held shares in existing industry.

In other words, in these pages there is the early Williams and
the later Williams, and as with any leader whose career spans such
a length of time, it is difficult to conclude which is the "real" man.
This is where the Epilogue will tip the scales towards a particular
historical interpretation of Williams. With a stream-of-conscious-
ness style, Williams has legated a document steeped in cynicism
and invective; an outpouring of resentment and frustration, petti-
ness and pique so palpable in its anguished and tortured nature as
to appear nearly paranoid.

This last evaluation is not made lightly, for the evidence of
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Williams' persistent sense of persecution and fear of victimization
is now beginning to appear.1 The first to write of it publicly was
Dr. Winston Mahabir (1978), a Minister in the first pre-Indepen-
dence Cabinet, who relates the Prime Minister's constant fears of
plotting by his Ministers, Muslims and even, at one point, a
"Chinese coalition." Nextcame Dr. Patrick Solomon (1981); like
Mahabir an M.D., Solomon was close to Williams from the very
beginning, holding down several cabinet and diplomatic posts
until 1977 when he "could no longer continue to serve a Prime
Minister whose petty spite and personal animosities were placed
before the national interests."

But this Epilogue is worth analyzing in depth for reasons other
than the search for the psychopathological in Williams' person-
ality. It is the clearest indication thus far of the depth and scope of
the decline of the early and original ideas and ideals with which
Williams — through the PNM — launched Trinidad into party
politics, Independence and nationhood.

The scholar whose celebrated historical materialist interpre-
tations of capitalism and slavery never once quoted Marx, Engels
or other early historical materialists now quotes Lenin to describe
Latin America as financially and diplomatically dependent. The
Caribbean, that area which he laid so many claims to understand-
ing and explaining sympathetically, is nothing more than "an
appendage of metropolitan economics, pandering to metropo-
li tan vices and contemporary deviants" (p. 420). The Puerto Rico
he once so admired is now "a farce," Cuba and Jamaica are "mere
dependencies," and even the Caribbean sea is becoming "as
polluted as the Mediterranean."

The Caribbean Group for Cooperation and Economie
Development ("originally a Trinidad and Tobago proposal" [p.
446]) is now "a high-fulutin title . . . much ado about nothing" (p.
448). CARICOM? " . . . that too is on its last legs" (p. 441). The
North-South dialogue for which he originally travelled around
the world? " . . . a total waste of time" (p. 449). The man whospent
his political career calling for "discipline and production" now
lambasts the island's private sector for doing the same and bor-
rows from Vidia Naipaul tojeer: "What will our capitalist mimic-
men do now?" More, he warns that they are "still as hostile as ever
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to the PNM (sic) whom they are determined to remove by hook or
by crook — more likely by crook" (p. 427). There is the list of
"enemies among us" and those outside. But one need not delve.
The point has been made that this was a Political Leader in
personal isolation and turmoil who only months later would die
under circumstances pointing to suicide. The call for relief which
ends this apostrophe he labelled an Epilogue is telling: "The
Political Leader awaits the Party's democratie arrangements and
decisions for the election of a new leader to lead Party and Nation
forward..." (p. 458).

The island's history will record that this had not been the first
such call. In 1969 Williams complained of the "pressures from
individual citizens and sectional interests," finding relief only in
his private study upstairs, "turning off the lights downstairs,
taking the telephone off the hook. Achieving peace at the price
of air and sunlight..." The Deputy Prime Minister, A.N.R.
Robinson, took this to heart, truly sought to relieve Williams, and
got his political head guillotined.

And in 1973 Williams again shocked the Party Annual
Convention by saying that he was tired of being "a bridge over
troubled waters", surrounded by incompetents — "mill-stones,"
as he called them. "I have no desire, whatsoever," he said then,
"to hold on to what is called power" (p. 180). His Attorney
General, Karl Hudson-Phillips, took the call for new leadership to
heart . . . and got his political head guillotined. Is it any surprise
that one of the most pervasive, collectively-held fears among
PNM higher-ups was the "fear of the old man"? (See Ryan 1982.)

But the man who seemed cold and invincible clearly was not; he
had in fact understood and conveyed with charisma and lucidity
what he was about. Williams, the original thinker, the historical
researcher and sociologist, had early understood the dangers of
political leadership in Trinidad. In his often-quoted "Responsi-
bilities of the Party Member" (September 30, 1960), he spoke of
the "disgraceful individualism" which characterized the Island's
politics and the irritation caused by the "anarchical relations
which have been allowed to grow up between the Political Leader
and the Party" (p. 119). A major responsibility of the Party
member, therefore, had to be "relieving the strain on the Political
Leader."
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The problem was that while he understood these dangers
intellectually, he continually subordinated them to higher polit-
ical, i.e. personal, power considerations. This fact emerges clearly
and unequivocally from this collection.

First and foremost there was Williams' firm belief that only a
"disciplined" party could move Trinidad forward. Politics, he
rëpeatedly told private groups, was a science and he, the Political
Leader, had mastered that science. As such, he, the Political
Leader, had "a very clear and special responsibility." He did not
equivocate in 1958 when he told the convened Party that "the
grasp of the whole" at any particular time was the work of the
Political Leader:

. . . he is the main source of its ideals and of its political and social attitudes.

. . . is the source of inspiration, ideas and facts and research for journalists,
orators.... from the highest to the lowest [they] take the inspiration and the
structure and tone of their work from the theoretical leader [pp. 114-115].

If this was the theory, it differed not one iota from the practice.
Trinidadians soon learned to read the special language of the
Political Leader. The surest sign that a project was to be delayed
was when it had to "go to Cabinet"; and they knew it was
definitely dead when it was passed on to "the appropriate
Ministry."

Who would dare challenge such a comprehensive vision and
practice of power? Those who did in the early days (e.g., The
Trinidad Guardian) suffered the consequences, not through any
tyrannical measures but through the popular pressures of the
charismatic, nationalist and populist social movement that was
the PNM in the 1950's and 60's. In such a context Williams never
had to use force. Had Williams limited himself to being the apex of
power, delegating decisions to the excellent array of technocrats
and civil servants which he inherited, things would have gone
differently. He was, however, all the power. Who could argue that
the island had a built-in agricultural sector when to the very end
he spoke of Indian Trinidadians as if they were still an immigrant
group (see p. 451)? Who was there to convince him that the
occasional criticisms from the Island's popular R.C. Archbishop
were not "merely... opportunity for the conventional criticism
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and vilification of the Prime Minister" (p. 457) but rather the
pondered thoughts of a loyal Trinidadian who did not happen to
be dependent on him (or "indentured" as Mahabir put it)? Who,
finally and most critically, could challenge his obsession with high
technology and capital-intensive industrialization which pro-
duced the Point Lisas industrial park? (By 1981 this project had
absorbed fully 25% of the special Development Funds created
from the petro-dollar boom of the mid-1970's.) Local critics were
accused of suffering from a "brown sugar mentality," while his
international critics merely wanted to perpetuate the "colonial
prohibition of industry" in the colonies. And no one could put a
charge like that in historical context better than Williams.

Other than the Epilogue, the most recent statements include
the January 1980 address at the signirig of the FERTRIN Project
and the February 1980 address at the awarding of scholarships at
the Point Lisas industrial park. By then, Williams had long since
given up public (and even private) political campaigning of any
sort and was single-mindedly bent on the energy-based indus-
trialization of the island. Sustained by the mid-1970's flood of
petro-dollars, Williams launched projects in iron and steel
(ISCOTT), fertilizers (FERTRIN) and ammonia (TRINGEN),
and was going ahead with plans for heavy investments in meth-
anol, urea, an aluminum smelter and (".. .overshadowing these
projects both in costs and complexity") the Liquified Natural Gas
Project. His speech was now filled with technical language and
descriptions of various contracts and arrangements. Trinidad and
Tobago, he would repeatedly say, "was attempting to take a step
into the international industrial community" (p. 89). What was
aimed for was nothing less than, as Sutton uncritically puts it,
" . . .one of the biggest energy-based manufacturing complexes in
Latin America and the Caribbean" (p. xxxiv).

By 1982, the IMF verified the fears of the much maligned local
critics: none of the established industries — not cement, not
fertilizers, not ammonia, not iron — were self-supporting; all of
those under construction were showing serious cost overruns and
their targeted markets were severely depressed.

There is growing evidence that, starting in 1970 and as a direct
consequence of the Black Power challenge to his supremacy,
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Williams abandoned central planning and with that his cadre of
experts. An ever-incfeasing number of "priority projects" were
selected on a target-of-opportunity basis — all made possible by
the petro-dollar windfall. Point Lisas was his priority but there
were also scandalous expenditures such as the $250 million race
track which led Patrick Solomon to conclude (1981: 252) that,
while Grenada's Eric Gairy's squandermania was more or less
personal, "The Eric Williams variety is on a national scale."

Sutton tells us that Williams' favourite aphorism was: "those
who make their bed must lie on it." The bed Williams made and in
which Trinidadians and Tobagonians must now lie is a mixed
one: they have enjoyed great freedom and relative prosperity
before and during the Williams era, but the 24 years of unchallen-
ged power have left an economie and attitudinal legacy which is
only now showing clear outlines. This volume is an invaluable aid
to understanding why and how this came about. It is for the post-
Williams generation to do something about it.

NOTE

1. There is a tone in Trinidad speech which might easily be seen as evidence of
paranoia. C. L. R. James, forexample, remarked as he left thePNMin 1960: " . . .
who opposes what I here advocate is an enemy of the Party and of the People of
the country. Mark them well and distrust them now and for always" (1962:8). In
Williams' case, however, the fear was personal, rather than about the Party.
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Resistance and Caribbean literature. SELWYN R. CUDJOE. Athens O H ,
Chicago and London: Ohio University Press. 1980. xii + 319 pp.
(Cloth US$ 20.00, Paper US$ 8.95)

Dark ancestor: the literature of the Black man in the Caribbean. O. R.
DATHORNE. Baton Rouge and London: Louisiana State Univer-
sity Press, 1981. x + 288 pp. (Cloth US$ 20.00)

Caribbean literature is the product of so many races, languages,
cultures, nationalities, and places that it defies definition. Scholars
have reacted to this diversity by focusing on the literature of one
race, one language, one culture, one nationality, one place, or a
combination of these, usually limiting their studies still further to
one era, one genre, or one author. The result is that there are
almost no works that treat Caribbean literature as a whole. A
comprehensive literary history of the Caribbean probably being,
at least for the present, out of the question for even a group of
scholars, the only apparent way one can approach this body of
literature as a whole is to impose upon it some unifying thesis or
theme suggested by recurrences within the literature, as G. R.
Coulthard did in Race and Colour in Caribbean Literature. The slim-
ness of Coulthard's volume belies its title, as if the author viewed
the impossibility of treating even a great portion of Caribbean
literature as self-evident. But comprehensiveness can be the least
troublesome aspect of this approach to literature.

Two recently published books that offer unifying theses on
Caribbean literature are Resistance and Caribbean literature by
Selwyn R. Cudjoe and Dark ancestor: the literature of the Black Man in
the Caribbean by O. R. Dathorne. The thesis of Cudjoe's book is
that political resistance is both the inspiration and the purpose of
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Caribbean literature. Cudjoe argues that "'every serious work of
literature is a live human document reflecting the epoch's actual
historical processes and phenomena,'" that the three periods of
Caribbean history (1500 to 1800, 1800 to 1960, and 1960 to the
present) are "all characterized by violence perpetrated against
Caribbean peoples and their political resistance," and that there-
fore the serious work of Caribbean literature reflects this re-
sistance. But not only does history determine literature; literature
determines history. "When resistance is the chief preoccupation of
a country, the aesthetic must become political. Since these men
are fighting a struggle to the death, poetry and literature become
the conscious unity of will, thought, and desire coalesced with
revolutionary activity." Thus "literature becomes functional in
that it has a very real task to perform" — furthering the political
resistance. Writing, then, is "a political act," and literature and
politics are "fused," "indissoluble." It is the function of the critic
to "show an understanding of the 'historical processes and pheno-
mena' out of which a literature grows" and to "examine artistic
form as a vehicle for carrying forward ideological content."

Nearly a fourth of Cudjoe's book is devoted to the history of
resistance in the Caribbean and to the theory that relates political
resistance and literature. The rest of the book is an examination of
the literature itself. Cudjoe organizes his chapters according to his
view of the historical process of resistance, beginning with unsuc-
cessful resistance and going on through movements for liberation
and the establishment of self-government and independence to
revolutionary violence and finally the creation of a new society.
Within this framework, he traces the development of various
cultural movements, paying special attention to Négritude, and
tries to show how the literature shifted from classicism" and "pre-
romantic" representation, which depicted resistance in an "ideal-
ized" way, to "revolutionary romanticism," which paved the way
for "realism," whether "socio-psychological" or "socio-political."
What Cudjoe calls "critical realism" has, he says, more nearly
than any other representation been "able to elucidate the causal
relationship between the opposing tendenties in Caribbean
society, which are the particular essence of the Caribbean experi-
ence." Because a writer must "shape," as well as "reveal" and
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"record" his political environment, the critic will judge him not
only according to how well — how realistically, but critically —
he portrays the resistance within his society, but also according to
how much he furthers the cause of democracy — the aim of
resistance.

Cudjoe, practicing what he preaches, treats only those works
that deal with resistance, beginning with accounts of Indian
resistance to Spanish colonizers. He judges each work according
to the success with which it critically records what he sees as the
realistic view of resistance and advocates what he sees as the most
fruitful mode of resistance in the future. Thus Cudjoe deerns works
failures if they fall short of these demands — and most of them do,
at least in part. Even Carpentier's Explosion in a cathedral — which
Cudjoe admits is "one of the 'chief achievements of the new
Hispanic-American era,'" a novel whose "sweep is enormous, its
vision panoramic, and its literary achievement astounding" —
fails, because Carpentier expounds a cyclical rather than a spiral
theory of history.

The problem with Cudjoe's approach is that it is less ana-
lytically descriptive than it is ideologically prescriptive. Cudjoe is
more concerned with what the artist "should," "must" do than
with what he does do. In Cudjoe's view, the more nearly the artist
becomes one of the "tools of resistance," a spokesman for "the
democratie struggle of the masses for liberation," analyzing "the
cause of our oppression" and showing "the way towards libera-
tion," the more successful his literature will be. But in the end so
few works fully meet Cudjoe's criteria that one is forced to con-
clude that the connection between resistance and literature may
not be so strong as Cudjoe suggests.

Among the various critics and authors with whom Cudjoe finds
fault is R. M. Lacovia, because he "holds to the imperative that
the only true preoccupations of the Caribbean writer are African
concepts." It is these African concepts that O. R. Dathorne
examines in his book, Dark ancestor. Whereas Cudjoe focuses upon
resistance in Caribbean literature, Dathorne concentrates on syn-
thesis. Viewing the New World as "an extension of Africa," "a
Black invention" in which "the colonized . . . altered the cultural
vision of the colonizer," Dathorne argues that there have been
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"two syntheses, the second of which is still taking place." The
"primary synthesis" was the "reorganization of the Old World
groups from Africa and Europe," though Dathorne is concerned
only with the synthesis of the "Hausa, lbo, Yoruba, or Ashanti"
who, "by the very nature of [their] passage," were transformed,
synthesized, into "nigger, negro, Negro, Colored, Quashie,
African, Black." The "secondary synthesis," which may never be
completed, is between the "White European" and the "Black
African Negro" — "one in which attributes from all groups will
become intrinsic parts of a large supergroup." An example of
secondary synthesis, Dathorne says, can be seen in the poetry of
Henny F. Zeil of Suriname, which is written in Sranan tongo.

That Dathorne speaks of groups from Africa being synthesized
into a new group called "African" is indicative of other problems.
The title itself is imprecise: the book is about literature (as well as
other things) written on Blacks (as well as Mulattos) by Whites,
Mulattos, and Blacks. Moreover, Dathorne's use of Caribbean is
misleading. What one expects to find in Dark ancestor is a follow-up
to the final chapter of Dathorne's The Black mind: a history of African
literature— a chapter entitled "'Africa' in Caribbean literature,"
in which "Caribbean literature" seems to mean the literature of
the islands of the Caribbean and Guyana. Instead, Dark ancestor is
about the literaure of "the Black man's New World," this world
encompassing "the southern rim of the United States, eastern
Mexico, and the Caribbean regions of Central America, Brazil,
Venezuela, and the Guyanas," as well as "Canada, the United
States, and Central and South America when relevant." What
one fihds is a collection of loosely related chapters which are
themselves loosely constructed, ranging, after the introductory
chapters explaining and illustrating the extension of Africa into
the New World, from "Africa affirmed in Afro-American liter-
ature" (in which Dathorne traces the rise of the awareness of an
African heritage in the United States up to the Harlem Renais-
sance, ending with a discussion of Jean Toomer's Cane, which, he
suggests, fails to make the African connection) to "Responses to
Africa" (in which, he discusses mainly white writers, extolling
Carpentier's iÉcue-Yamba-Ó! as a novel "in which the clear em-
bodiment of the African past is so clearly depicted," but, in
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general, condemning White writers, who "confirm the inferiority
of the Black man and . . . establish the stereotype that Black writers
would use later on") to "Contact, conflict and reconciliation" (in
which he discusses the Mulatto in literature, concluding with a
long account of the life of the Cuban Mulatto poet Placido) to
"Afro-New World movements: Harlem Renaissance, Negrista,
and Negritude" (in which he focuses upon Negrista, saying almost
nothing about the Harlem Renaissance) to "The Black
Pluriverse" (in which he discusses Brazilian literature and the
poetry of Derek Walcott and Edward Brathwaite). The difficulties
inherent in Dathorne's book because he does not restrict his
coverage to either literature or the Caribbean are compounded by
his tendency to stray from his topic. He usually finds his way back,
but too often the parts seem unrelated either to one another or to the
whole. (While Cudjoe's book was not proofread as carefully as it
should have been, Dathorne's book suffers from both an apparent
lack of proofreading and, in places, an apparent lack ofwriting. See,
for example, page 218, which contains a whole paragraph that
appears to be a series of notes.)

Cudjoe, towards the end of his book, uses the phrase "the need
for a new collective identity"; and Dathorne, coincidentally on
the identical page in his book, uses the phrase "a restoration of
their group identity." Although both authors up to this point seem
intent on avoiding the use of the word identity, both are, to a great
extent, re-working the commonly acknowledged pervasive theme
of identity — here, group identity — in Caribbean literature. But
Caribbean literature being as broad as it is and comprehensive-
ness not being an aim of either author, the works they treat do not
usually overlap. Given the absence of a literary history of the
Caribbean comparable to, say, Baugh's Literary History ojEngland
or Spiller's Literary History of the United States, one might profitably
turn to these two volumes as a guide — often, especially in
Cudjoe's book, a detailed guide — to the literature of the Carib-
bean. But one will scarcely find "'every serious work'" here —
partly because some serious works (for example, Derek Walcott's
splendid love poem "Islands") seem to be immune to theses of any
kind.
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To windward of the land: the occult world of Alexander Charles. JANE C.

BECK. Foreword by ROGER D. ABRAHAMS. Bloomington IN and
London: Indiana University Press, 1979. (Distributed in Latin
America and the Caribbean by Feffer and Simons.) 1 + 309 pp.
(ClothUSf 17.50, £9.00)

At the ripe age of seventy, Alexander Charles met folklorist Jane
Beck and her husband in St. Lucia. In the course of intermittent
visits in the early 1970S, Charles became Mrs. Beck's protector
and teacher, initiating her into his system of supernatural belief
and folk medicinal practice. To Windward of the Land stands as
delightful fruit of their relationship. In it Beck recounts Charles'
life story and reproduces many of their conversations, at once
projecting the beliefs and ideas against which Charles' life can be
viewed, and telling of her own initiation.

Life history has been used to good effect in other studies of
Caribbean societies — most notably by Sidney Mintz, M. G.
Smith, and Peter Wilson. (Curiously, in these societies where
women play such prominent roles, none of the more lengthy
accounts has yet taken a woman as its subject.) Unlike these
anthropologists, however, all of whóm have written life histories
after having done extensive ethnographic fieldwork, Jane Beck's
account is not grounded in firsthand ethnographic research on the
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society in which Charles lives. While this does not detract from the
importance of Charles' autobiography, it does impair the acuity
of the author's analytical statements, and leads one to be appre-
hensive about the portrayal of her subject's social field.

Alexander Charles is unconcernedly trans-national: in his
wanderings throughout the Caribbean he claims to have father-
ed children in the Hispanophone Dominican Republic, in
Anglophone Antigua, as well as in Dominica, and St. Lucia —
both bilingual in French Creole and English. Like Don Taso of
Mintz's Worker in the Cane, Charles has been accustomed to work-
ing for a living since well before the age of ten; he just about raised
himself into manhood. He has made a living as smuggler, fisher-
man, sugar cane worker, and watchman. He has been a strike -
breaker and folk medicinal advisor; for the former he was re-
warded with a job as foreman at one of the firms handling bunker
coal at Castries. If all this makes for engaging reading in the North
Atlantic, it is all the more remarkable for being a life story not
outstanding in an Antillian social setting.

To say this is but to endorse this autobiography's importance as
a social document. The narrative gives Charles' reflections —:
sometimes as detached observer, other times as interested partici-
pant — on important events in St. Lucia's modern social history.
Moreover, his story emphasizes the interconnectedness of Carib-
bean societies (a characteristic that social scientists have come to
pay attentiön to only recently); Charles' own experiences hint at
how movement from one island to the other not only affords new
economie opportunities, but might serve as a social mechanism for
reducing inter-personal tensions, and for allowing the individual
to redeem himself and to pass from one social status to another in
his own society. Beek, largely neglectful of the social, pursues issues
such as these only insofar as they confirm a West Indian sense of
personhood: she stresses the degree to which Charles, in daily life
and as narrator, exemplifies West Indian values of courage and
power.

Beek suggests, further, that Charles is representatively West
Indian in the main outlines of his belief system. Sorcery (obeah),

' she posits, is one important plank for the attainment of recognition
and power — one that Charles himself employs. Moreover, prac-
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titioners maintain their notoriety because of their ability to
address important psycho-social illnesses caused by stress in inter-
personal relations. Thus, Beek claims to account for the frequent
recourse to supernatural remedies evident throughout the nar-
rative. Her.assertion, following George Foster, that peasant com-
munities are particularly likely to exhibit strained and tense inter-
personal relations, raises more questions than it resolves. What
factors make for inter-personal tension? Why does strain seem to
arise in some relationships and not in others?

Beek reduces the complexity of how Caribbean social relations
are ordered to the idea that there is a "gulf between feeling and
acting" (p. 270) — that Antillians value ideals of gregarious
behavior even as, in practice, they harbordeep-seated suspicion in
their dealings with others. She suggests (as have others before her,
bewildered by the region's complexity), that these are societies of
ambivalent people. Yet in arriving at her conclusion she fails to
attend closely either to the structure of Alexander Charles' per-
sonal relations, or to their wider social context in other than the
most general terms. "As peasant-fisherman he shared the bottom
rung of the social-economic scale with the bulk of St. Lucia's
population" (p. xx). The reader yearns at times for clarification
and further probing; one itches to know more, for instance, about
the nature of the relationship between Charles and his first spouse
(whom he leaves abruptly to go to the Dominican Republic but
apparently rejoins after a five-year absence), about Charles' land
dispute with his maternal relatives, and about his ties with Mr.
Barnard, the businessman who persuades him to break the coal
handler's strike. Besides this we need to have some discussion of the
great investment that Antillians make in people, the extreme
degree in which they rely on personal relations to accomplish their
goals, and the well-articulated normative strictures that govern
these ties.

Another worrisome aspect of the book is that it immortalizes in
print discussions that might prove embarrassing to those men-
tioned in them. Actions that would be discussed surreptitiously in
the Caribbean, that might even be illegal, and that could well
tarnish people's reputations, come out in Charles' narrative and
are reproduced by Beek with little apparent attempt either to
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substantiate their veracity or to disguise the identities of people to
whom Charles refers. Again, this suggests an insensitivity on the
author's part that a fuller ethnographic immersion into St. Lucian
life might have remedied.

Beek probes with more enthusiasm the formal elements of
Charles' medicinal repertoire and his notions of the supernatural.
Many of their free-flowing conversations give important insights
into ideas of causation and into the medicinal cures employed by
Caribbean folk. From these intriguing discussions, however, she is
more concerned to construct a pan-West Indian supernatural
universe, in which the "Devil," "bolum," and the silk cotton tree
each has its place, than to show how these various elements are
combined or neglected f$om one situation and place to the next.

The shortcomings in this book's brief analytical forays are more
than offset by the compelling life story of Alexander Charles that
Beek has so painstakingly produced. The.degree of intimacy she
achieves as his surrogate daughter led Charles to be expansive,
sincere, and unstinting in their long conversations together, "Ay
yay yay, Janie. You want to kill me. I going so deep with you..."
(p. 157). She, in turn, has passed on to students of Caribbean
society rich source materials for further reflection.

(A French version of this review is due to appear in UHomme.)

CHARLES V. CARNEGIE
Dept. of Sociology and Anthropology
Bates College
Lewiston ME 04240, U.S.A.
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Labor migration under capitalism: the Puerto Rican experience. HISTORY

TASK FORCE, CENTRO DE ESTUDIOS PUERTORRIQUENOS. New York
and London: Monthly Review Press, 1979. 287 pp. (Paper US$

The emigration dialectic: Puerto Rico and the U.S.A. MANUEL

MALDONADO-DENIS. (Translated from the Spanish by ROBERTO

SIMON CRESPI.) New York: International Publishers, 1980. 156
pp. (Cloth USS 9.50, Paper US$ 3.25)

Much of the literature on labor migration has been ahistorical and
theoretically impoverished. These strains are particularly appa-
rent in many academie and official studies of Puerto Rican migra-
tion. A cursory review of this literature reveals an excessive con-
cern with empiricism and palpable avoidance of discussing the
structural factors which propel segments of the Puerto Rican
nation to wander in search of their livelihood. These ideologically
imposed limitations on theory and methodology at best confound
a complex social-economic reality, and at worst are the intellec-
tual roots of disasterous social policies.

The critique of mainstream migration studies is the common
backdrop of the two books under review. These works advance
important commentary against the prevailing normative and
ideological underpinnings inherent in many migration studies.
Although the works differ markedly in their respective levels
of theoretical development and analytical sophistication, both
powerfully articulate the need to explore the dynamic relations
between capitalist social relations of production and the perpetual
circulation and recirculation of Puerto Rican labor.

Two themes are subject to scrutiny: (1) Malthusian constructs
which posit an inverse relationship between economie growth and
population growth and (2) studies which optimistically envision
the future and full incorporation of the Puerto Rican population
into the prevailing social and economie order of the United States.
Both books directly confront these two major analytical pre-
occupations of mainstream migration literature. However, the
subjugation of Puerto Rican workers, and their constant rotation
in reaction to the requirements of capitalist production are not

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:13:46PM
via free access



BOOK REVIEWS IO7

seen as unique. Rather, it is argued that international migration is
a structural, historically grounded reality endemic to the global
expansion of the capitalist mode of production. The Puerto Rican
reality is the focus of the study, but this reality is situated in a
global context. However, Puerto Rico's colonial status is distinc-
tive and generates special conditions that operate in conjunction
with the material forces of production.

Through these books we see that unquestioned presuppositions
and intentional distortions of the intricacies of social reality in
capitalist society have guided much of the existing research on
Puerto Rican migration. A presumption which has attained the
status of doctrine in certain quarters is that of a natural harmony
between population size and the capacity of the productive system
to accommodate those capable of working. However, it is argued
that in Puerto Rico and other colonial and neo-colonial social
formations the relentless expansion of population naturally out-
strips the capacity of any economie system to provide for the
material well-being of its society. Maldonado-Denis and the
History Task Force of the Puerto Rican Studies Center unequivo-
cally confront this prevailing orthodoxy and argue that the
phenomenon of relative surplus population (overpopulation) is a
derivative of the tendential laws of motion of capitalist relations of
production. For historical materialists, relentless technological
innovation is an inherent property of capitalist production, and
this tendency to continuously increase the productivity of labor
while simultaneously diminishing the amount of labor time re-
quired for commodity production will result in the eventual
displacement of large sectors of the working class.

Both books also bring to task migration apologists who tend to
accept uncritically the notion that with time Puerto Ricans will
inevitably be incorporated as equals into the prevailing social
order. Enlightened humanitarian policies, the homogenizing
experience of the workplace, and constant exposure to dominant
social values, modes of behavior and cultural symbols are potent
forces which should result in the full assimilation of the mainland
Puerto Ricans. Yet the intractable poverty among broad sectors of
the Puerto Rican population, the preservation of national identity
and cultural symbols in an alien world, and the pervasive exelu-
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sion from the major institutions of economie, social and political
life are compelling realities which challenge these optimistic pro-
jections.

Although both books address the same problematic, and
adhere to a common intellectual tradition, there are substantial
differences in style and methodology which warrant commentary.

Labor Migration Under Capitalism, which is the more historically
grounded and theoretically advanced book, consists of two sep-
arate but interrelated sections. The first section includes a sophis-
ticated theoretical framework which draws upon central tenets of
orthodox historical materialism, and three carefully researched
essays which fruitfully employ conceptualizations advanced in the
framework. The first section provides a meticulously constructed
and historically based refutation of the neo-Malthusian constructs
noted above. The concluding section contains a set of important
essays which analyze significant social issues associated with the
migration experience. These include a critique of assimilationist
theories by Clara Rodriquez, a preliminary analytical approach
to the study of demographics by José Vasquez Calzada, and an
analysis of the legal and political aspects of the migrant farm
worker system by Felipe Rivera.

The principal structural and class properties of colonial Puerto
Rico prior to 1898 are analyzed and serve as a point of departure
for assessing twentieth-century developments. Through careful
historical analysis the book documents the sustained and wide-
spread efFects of the progressive development of the commercial
sugar monopoly which eventually dominated the Puerto Rican
economy for over three decades. Internal migrations, displace-
ment of the peasantry and its reintegration as a wage laboring
class, the destruction of a nascent agrocommercial capitalist
sector, the intensified disarticulation of the insular economy and
the implantation of a colonial apparatus responsive to imperialist
initiatives were among the legacies of the early period of U.S.
colonial rule. The authors maintain that an accelerated transition
to a capitalist mode of production set into motion structural
transformations which established the foundations for subsequent
wholesale circulation of Puerto Rican labor. The section con-
cludes with an important statement tracing the evolution of alter-
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native models of capital accumulation. Changes in the domestic
economy are seen as structurally linked to transformations in the
metropolis. Particular emphasis is given to the relationship be-
tween labor intensive industrialization seeking to capitalize on the
island's huge labor reserves, and the unprecedented displacement
of Puerto Ricans to other labor markets outside of the island. The
complicity of the colonial administration in promoting massive
migration is discussed in the context of the necessity to diminish
expenditures required to sustain a population incapable of being
absorbed into the productive system. The concluding essays pro-
vidè important new data and alternative perspectives on selected
topics of the Puerto Rican migration experience. The focus of
these essays is the Puerto Rican population in the United States.

Labor migration under capitalism does not represent the latest stage
of thinking and research in an ongoing project of the Centro de
Estudios Puertorriquefios. Refinements in the application of the
theoretical framework are gradually evolving as a consequence of
wide dissemination and serious reaction to the work. The follow-
ing abbreviated comments are offered in the spirit of contributing
to this ongoing debate.

Central to orthodox historical materialism is the incontrovert-
ible logic of the capitalist laws of motion, although it is theoretical-
ly consistent to view these laws as subject to intermittent suspen-
sion as a consequence of countervailing forces. I believe the
theoretical framework could be enhanced by a systematic dis-
cussion of the tendential nature of these laws in the concrete
situation of Puerto Rico. Since the historical essays assign sig-
nificance to the action of the colonial apparatus, the metropoli tan
state and specific sectors of capital, such a refinement would
enhance the logical consistency between both sections of the book.

I see an additional area where the integration of theory and
analysis could possibly be enhanced. Insofar as the creation of
relative surplus population is an historical tendency, a more
precise formulation should examine the relationship between
alterations in the composition of the productive forces and their
effects on labor reserves during specified historical conjunctures.

The emigration dialectic is a passionate polemic which attempts to
employ historical materialist concepts to illuminate the Puerto
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Rican migration reality. Maldonado ardently subjects a variety of
social issues and methodological approaches to critical evalua-
tion. Although he envisions the implantation of capitalism as the
principal force both creating and expelling redundant labor from
Puerto Rico, United States strategie geo-political concerns and
the compliant actions of a corrupt colonial administration are also
important variables shaping the island's destiny. Although it is
difficult not to be sympathetic to the concerns expressed in the
book, a tendency toward doctrinairism often dilutes its theoretical
coherence. The book is replete with important passages from the
works of Marx. Unfortunately, the significance of the conceptüali-
zations for appreciating the dialects of migration is declared, rather
than demonstrated through rigorous application to the concrete
situation.

PEDRO A. CABAN
Puerto Rican and Latin American Studies Program
Fordham University
Rose HM, Bronx NY 10458, U.S.A.

Revolution and economie development in Cuba. ARTHUR MACEWAN.

New York: St. Martin's Press, 1981. (Distributed in Europe by
Feffer and Simons.) xvi + 265 pp. (Cloth US$ 22.50, Dfl. 68,65)

The economy of socialist Cuba: a two-decade appraisal. CARMELO MESA-

LAGO. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1981. xvi
+ 235 pp. (Cloth US$ 17.50, Paper US$ 9.95)

What happens when serious scholars of divergent views approach
the same topic? The result may be a dialogue of the deaf.
Sometimes, however, there may be a process akin to triangula-
tion, in which the overlaps and differences can help the reader.
These two economie studies of Cuba, a country often treated with
more heat than light, achieve such a triangulation. Although no
work on a revolution still in process can be definitive, these two
books create a framework for analysis. They also present the
extant data base on the Cuban economy, from 1959 to the mid-
1970S, with the care it deserves.
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Carmelo Mesa-Lago, while a critic of Cuban policy, has been
open to dialogue with those of other views. He remains critical,
especially of what he terms the "Mao-Guevarist" policies of the
1960's, but his criticisms are no mere polemics. Arthur MacEwan,
a supporter of the revolution, is also no uncritical propagandist.
He does not gloss over the difficulties which Mesa-Lago identifies,
although he does interpret them differently. Together, MacEwan
and Mesa-Lago present a generally consistent description of what
happened in the Cuban economy after the revolution. Their
contrasting views on why it happened, and how to evaluate the
record, form an excellent scholarly dialectic.

Both authors, as economists, are concerned with Cuba's overall
growth record. They agree on the main outlines: a burst of growth
immediately after the revolution, followed by disruption and
decline during the 1960's. They concur that there was a round of
impressive growth in the early 1970's, which they attribute only
partly to high sugar prices. Both conclude internal changes were
important to accelerating growth at the time. They agree that
growth slowed but did not cease in the late 1970's, with lower
sugar prices at least part of the cause.

Supporter and critic agree, too, that while Cuba became inde-
pendent of the United States, its economy did not become truly
dependent of export price fluctuations and of aid (although they
diverge on how much political autonomy and leeway for inde-
pendent economie policy was gained). Both conclude that
economie equality increased markedly, although MacEwan ar-
gues for an estimate of income and consumption equalization that
Mesa-Lago places at one extreme of the range of possible es-
timates. (Both authors, in this regard, as on the question of
growth, are exemplary in their discussions of assumptions used
and the provenance and probable reliability of data.)

The framing of the books, rather than the presentation of the
record, shows the differences of the authors' paradigms. Mesa-
Lago essays an evaluation, appraising the first two decades of
revolution on five dimensions: economie growth, diversification of
production, external economie independence, full employment
and equality in distribution. These criteria are appropriate in a
conventional sense, in that they are taken from the stated aims of
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the revolution. The author strains to be fair, even when he is
clearly at his most critical. While he gives the economy low marks
overall, he is clear enough about successes in the area of equality
and growth.

MacEwan is more concerned with the process by which the
revolution found its way to different positions than he is with
grading it. In dealing with policies like moral incentives, he
considers their reason for adoption as well as their immediate
results. For Mesa-Lago, the propensity of the revolution to change
course is a possibly unfortunate "given" condition. For
MacEwan, it is a sign of vitality: in the long run it may be more
important than the speed with which specific economie goals are
accomplished. What for Mesa-Lago may be ideological intransi-
gence is for MacEwan explicable as response to real problems
faced in trying to achieve political goals of national unity, inde-
pendence and equality.

Thus MacEwan argues that the adoption of moral incentives
was not a "mistake," but a risky but necessary step. In a period of
limited resources, individual material incentives could have dis-
rupted solidarity. The later decline of productivity under moral
incentives, and the government's 1970 change of course, represent
an implicit pressure from the masses (for more attention to current
consumption needs and for equality of effort as well as of reward)
to which the government responded as if to a plebiscite. Other
policies are also interpreted as part of a dialectieally evolving
system. The differences between MacEwan and Mesa-Lago are
thus ones of epistemology and not merely of sympathy. One can
learn about social scientific method, as well as about Cuba, by
comparing the books.

Naturally, any informed reader will have some disagreements.
My own first critique of both books is that neither compares the
Cuban experience with that of the rest of the Caribbean basin.
Surely a comparison of Cuba's recent record with that of its
neighbors would be relevant for evaluating its economie accom-
plishments and problems. From a political viewpoint, comparison
both with countries where U.S. intervention remained high, and
with neighbors (e.g., Jamaica) where socialist policies were frus-
trated in the absence of revolution may be particularly illumina-
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ting. In addition, my one in-depth look at Cuba, on the eve of the
1970 sugar harvest, left me less critical of the ten million ton target
than either author (Edel 1970). I believe the harvest's failure was
more one oilogistics than of insufficient work effort. Enough cane
was cut so that if milling had been faster, transport better, and
yields maintained, the target would have been within reach.
Absenteeism from jobs may have been due in part to higher social
payoffs for volunteer work rather than to insufficient zeal. But
these are matters of detail.

I recommend both books highly.

REFERENCE

EDEL, MATTHEW, I 970. An Experiment in Growth with Social Justice: Thoughts
on the 1970 Cuban Harvest. Economie and Polilical Weekly 3: 29-31, Special
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MATTHEW EDEL
Queens College and the Bildner Center for Western Hemisphere Studies
City University of New York
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Democracy and clientelism in Jamaica, CARL STONE. New Brunswick

NJ and London: Transaction Books, 1980. 262 pp. (Cloth US$
l6-95>£ i3-oo)

Carl Stone sets out to explain the preservation and persistence of
competitive democratie politics and to account for electorally
determined changes of government in Jamaica. He proposes a
clientelistic model of "democratie authoritarianism" (which he
suggests is typical of many Third World countries) as being the
characteristic and central feature of that country's politics. This
pattern, he proposes, emerged against the background of a process
of change from a (colonial) paternalistic class system to a com-
petitive one. In this regard, Stone's discussion of Jamaican class
structure is excellent, persuasive, and highly relevant to most
Third World societies.
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Jamaica's two major political parties have distinct ideological
preferences and less distinct, though clearly discernible, class ties.
The Jamaican Labor Party (JLP), with a politically conservative
leadership, had its beginnings in trade union agitation on behalf of
the country's lower class workers. The Peoples National Party
(PNP) has its roots in middle class nationalist politics led by a
middle class intelligentsia schooled in the Fabian socialism of
Western Europe. These differences are reflected in the right-
center and left-center multi-class coalitions that respectively re-
present JLP and PNP support bases.

Support for the two major parties in Jamaica, according to
Stone, relates (a) to partisanship ties forged from ideological
affinity and class amliations, and (b) to clientelistic ties using the
state for patronage resources. While partisanship is a shifting
constant (the urban working and lower classes, which are not
clearly differentiated conceptually, have exhibited a growing
preference for the PNP), it is clientelism that explains the political
"swings" that seem to respond to perceptions of the ruling party's
economie performance.

Stone's analysis focuses on the support end of the patron-client
relationship while ignoring the structure and content of the pat-
ronage system. What is expected in exchange for political sup-
port? Is the relationship tacit or explicit? Are direct (pork-barrel)
or indirect (policy decisions) channels used? Who determines and
controls the terms under which political support is granted and
withdrawn? How are these decisions communicated?

Problems emerge in the interpretation and analysis of the data.
These reflect partly Stone's attempt to represent the political
sociology of the country in its total complexity, and partly an
obscure presentation of statistical techniques coupled with an
inadequate discussion of methodology (both of which, in a few
cases, appear questionable). For instance, Stone argues that
because of the preeminence of clientelistic ties in the rural areas,
where 60 percent of the electorate is located, the rural vote has
remained highly competitive. This, he proposes, explains party-
political swings and the persistence of competitive electoral poli-
tics. It appears from the data, however, that swings in the rural
vote may very well result, not from clientelism, but from support
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shifts among less than ten percent of the voters in "competitive"
constituencies within the context of permanent, strong, and re-
latively equal partisan support for the two parties. Similarly, his
own data and his own analysis suggest massive shifts in the urban
vote, especially among the middle classes and ideological center,
despite his argument for a highly partisan urban electorate bound
mainly to the PNP with some JLP pockets of support. In these and
other instances, his data presentation and choice of statistical
technique do not eliminate alternative explanations while
strengthening opposing interpretations.

Stone recognizes that the primary and paramount impact upon
public policy derives from "international currents" but he goes on
to ignore, totally, the external variable in his analysis. This is the
study's major flaw.

Notwithstanding what is said above, the study makes major
and important contributions to the analysis of politics in Third
World countries. Stone's adoption of residual analysis in bi-
variate linear regressions for comparing policies of different poli-
tical parties in the Third World demands emulation. One has to
support strongly his argument that ideology functions more as a
mobilizer of internal support and becomes important only in the
area of foreign political relations. His model of clientelistic politics
and authoritarian democracy is a significant advance in the
explanation of the mechanics of elite domination within a com-
petitive electoral system. His discussion of the link between
private interests and the state from the standpoint of existing
theory is excellent. Finally, his model of the public policy domain,
though requiring further elaboration, is exemplary and well
worth adoption by analysts of Third World politics.

PERCY C. HINTZEN.
Afro-American Studies
University of California
Berkeley CA 94720, U.S.A.
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Race and politics in the Bahamas. COLIN A. HUGHES. New York: St.
Martin's Press, 1981. (Distributed in Europe by Feffer and
Simons.) 229 pp. (Cloth US$ 25.00, Dfl. 76,25)

This book is a history of political transitions in the Bahamas. It
focuses on the two decades from the mid-io,5os to the mid-iojos, a
period that began with the formation of an organized black
political party and ended with that party securely (electorally, at
least) in power and crossing the threshold of national inde-
pendence. The author's central theme is that racial division be-
tween black and white has been of thoroughgoing importance in
Bahamian society and has therefore had an integral bearing on
the political structure and process. Unlike the larger Common-
wealth Caribbean countries where black political movements
have been primarily a struggle against colonialism and class
domination, the immediate conflict in the Bahamas has been
between an emerging black bourgeoisie and a white elite which is
native, not foreign, and which traditionally perpetuated its posi-
tion through Jim Crow segregation, blatant patronage and cor-
ruption, and an uncanny ability to perpetuate (largely through
the exploitation of racial stereotypes and fears) the notion that
they alone were competent to run the country and to maintain its
modest prosperity as a tourist resort and off-shore business center.
The book is essentially an account of that powerful machinery and
mythology as well as a chronicle of how it was eventually weak-
ened, at least to the extent that a black parliamentary majority
could be achieved.

The author was born and raised in the Bahamas, and was
briefly active in a political movement which sought to integrate
the races. (Like all such efforts, that movement suffered an early
demise.) Unfortunately, however, he does not appear to have
done any field research in the Bahamas, nor even to have syste-
matized his own experience and reflections. The data are drawn
primarily from Bahamian newspapers, making large sections of
the book a blow-by-blow report of news stories, editorials, letters
to the editor, and so on. This is undoubtedly an important body of
data, but in a study of race and politics one looks also for first hand
observations of political events, discussions with politicians and
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ordinary citizenry, survey data on public perceptions and voter
attitudes, etc. Regrettably, in this study all such material is con-
spicuous by its absence.

There is also a critical lack of comparative material that would
enlarge our understanding of the Bahamian situation. While it is
true that the Bahamas is a special case relative to most of the
Caribbean territories, the issue is not quite that simple. Politically
(and otherwise), for example, there are striking comparisons
between the Bahamas and Bermuda, but the author makes only
the faintest reference in that direction. He also fails to develop any
discussion of political conflict between blacks and Asians in coun-
tries like Guyana, Trinidad, and Suriname, where partisanship
corresponds as closely to race as it does in the Bahamas.

I also found the book disappointing from an analytical
standpoint. At the beginning, the author cites M. G. Smith's
classification of color concepts, and proposes that "structural
color," that is, color identity based on class/status variables such
as power, wealth and authority, applies most to the Bahamas,
rather than phenotypical or genealogical color. The whole thrust
of the book, however, seems opposite: color precedes class in the
Bahamas, thus creating the country's distinctive politics of race.
Hughes returns to analysis in the closing chapter, but fails to put
forth any focused interpretation. Instead, the chapter is an eclec-
tic, almost random, series of references to a variety of political
classification schemes and to the work of such disparate figures as
the psychoanalyst Ernest Jones, the geographer David
Lowenthal, the literary and social critic Kenneth Burke, and the
political philosopher Sydney Verba.

These shortcomings notwithstanding, the book is carefully re-
searched, well documented, and objectively written. As such, it is
of value to any Bahamian scholar.

FRANK E. MANNING
Dept. of Anthropology
University of Western Ontario
London N6A 5C2, Canada
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The West Indies at the crossroads: the searchfor a viable future. EARL

GOODING. Cambridge .MA: Schenkman Publishing Gompany,
1981. xviii + 243 pp. (Cloth US$ 16.95, Paper US$ 8.95)

Gooding, an Oxford trained professor of community planning
and psychology at Alabama A & M, in essence presents two essays
under one cover: an extensively documented account of abortive
British colonial federalism efforts in the West Indies, a failure he
over-simplistically blames on provincial "islandism"; and an as-
sessment of post-independence public policy in the English-
speaking Caribbean, excluding the Bahamas and Belize, with
major emphasis on Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago.

A well researched comparative treatment of this subregion is
much needed since fifteen years have elapsed following Gordon
Lewis' The Growth of the Modern West Indies. Gooding makes an
attempt to address this need by presenting anew the legacy of
inter-island division and discussing the ensuing similarities and
contrasts of the intense struggle for survival of these small states.
Errors of omission and commission seriously undermine the po-
tential of this volume, however, including Gooding's failure to
give more than the most cursory attention to growing auth-
oritarianism and eroding legitimacy in Burnham's Guyana even
though he utilizes data from as late as 1980 and 1981, and his
disturbing tendency to "predetermine" history by stating that all
the Associated States except Montserrat were independent by
1980, or that the joint aluminum smelter projects are alive and
well. Also, there are many instances of confused, misspelled, or
misidentified individuals — both politicians (Norman and
Michael Manley and "Senator Dudley" [Thompson?]) and aca-
demies ("Martin S." for S.M. Lipset) —, institutions and sources.

W. MARVIN WILL
Dept. of Political Science
University of Tulsa
Tulsa OK 74104, U.S.A.
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Street scènes: Afro-American culture in urban Trinidad. MICHAEL

LIEBER. Cambridge MA: Schenkman Publishing Co., 1981.
xv + 119 pp. (Cloth US$ 16.50, Paper US$ 6.95)

In the summer of 1980 while at the airport in Kingston, Jamaica, I
observed a well-known government official carrying what seemed
to be a weighty briefcase. A young Rastafarian standing next to
me was quick to notice the official and commented to his friend,
"Boy if I have that man money and position, I not walking with no
load like that; somebody have to carry it for me." On the surface,
such a comment might seem unlikely coming from a Rasta or from
any poor person whose life style symbolically suggests a rejection
of bourgeois values. Yet, embodied in this comment is one of the
beguiling ambiguities of the stance taken by the alienated masses
in the Caribbean: the apparent rejection of the norms and expec-
tations of the middle and upper classes as symbols of oppression
and the frequent, often unintended, expression of a desire to share
the privileges, if not the power, characteristic of those they regard
as oppressors.

This observation touches directly on what Michael Lieber's
book is about: the rejection of "bourgeois adjustment" and its
replacement by a culture of "Inning" and hustling among young
urban Trinidadian men. Based on fieldwork carried out in Port-
of-Spain, Trinidad, between 1969 and 1971 (and a visit in
1978-79), Lieber presents a sympathetic depiction of Afro-
Trinidadian street life. While in Trinidad he participated in the
day-to-day life of a group of primarily Afro-Trinidadians whose
social and economie aetivities revolved mainly around marijuana
trading and consumption. These are men who, by different routes
and reasons, have come to dismiss a "bourgeois" life-style of
sacrifice and "demeaning" toil. Much of the data is presented as
vignettes of characters whose network of operation the author
describes as radiating from himself as ethnographer.

The author seeks to present the culture or "style" (pp.
111-112) of these men as a form of viable adjustment to a society
dominated by a mainstream culture whose "key features" are
"arrogance, racism, frivolity, intolerance, domination and greed"
(p. 116). In trying to achieve this goal, he self-consciously at-
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tempts to avoid the constraints of positivist paradigms which tend
to inspire their users to portray social life as an ordered whole,
viewing such models as better suited to the natural sciences.
"Nature has its secrets", the author states, "but social life has no
secrets, merely shapes. Consequently the scientific aim is not
discovery, but illumination" (p. x). One might ask whether social
life is indeed chaotic or whether we simply fail to discover encom-
passing an order that is convincing to all. Marx, Durkheim, Lévi-
Strauss, and others have all shown different ways in which human
beings order their reality in order to manage it. The apparently
chaotic nature of the "intricately textured morass" (p. xii) which
Lieber finds too "ambiguous" to submit to order, may reflect the
limitations of social scientific tools more than the chaos of social'
life.

But Lieber does not seem particularly interested in a scientific
approach to social understanding, for while recognizing the fact
that humanistic and scientific viewpoints are often harmonious
(p. xiv), he appears to step completely over to the humanistic side
of the artificial divide. Eschewing the limitations of a search for
order, he opts for the "naturalistic outlook" which "takes the
world as it is and seeks to understand its contours by noting how its
topography unfolds" (p. x).

Lieber goes beyond illuminating the unfolding drama of urban
street life. In a noble attempt to dignify the life-style of Trinidad's
street hustlers (in the tradition of scholars such as Valentine 1968,
Liebow 1967, and others), hepassedjudgmenton themoral merit
of "bourgeois" life-style, as compared to that of street hustlers.
Taking cue from Oscar Lewis (1966), Lieber explicitly hierar-
chizes the "styles" he describes; street culture is morally superior
to that of the "bourgeois" sector (Chapter 5). But having assumed
the responsibility for passing judgment, he might have taken the
next logical step, recognized men and women as the active agents
of history, and suggested ways by which the society might relieve
itself of a morally inferior but dominant minority.

Street hustlers are not simply victims of capitalist exploitation
(p. 85); they have responded to oppression — as all oppressed
people have — with "creativity." In fact, Lieber argues that street
hustlers were "beginning to link their sentiments to a wider
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informative context — they were becoming at least partly ideolog-
ized" (p. 45). Herein lies a hint of a politically conscious group
making an informed choice. But the ambiguous stance of the
Rastafarian at the airport in Kingston finds a context in Trinidad
also. For while the author is claiming for his subjects a conscious-
ness of what they are rejecting, a claim that presupposes sub-
stantive knowledge of the mechanisms behind their oppression,
we find some of his characters participating in activities which
indirectly support the very system they reject (Chapter 3:passim).
In fact, "hustlers often claim to admire the 'big boys' . . . leading
entrepreneurs, because these men seem to control their
enterprises..." (p. 71). Lieber neglects to reflect on theknown fact
that hustling (including pimping) gradually takes on some of the
cut-throat competitive, and ultimately oppressive, aspects of the
capitalist market system within which it occurs. The creative
efforts of street hustlers deserve the recognition given in this work.
However, the limits of their political consciousness must also be
taken into account, as well as the constraints implicit in their
ambiguous disposition toward that which they are rejecting.

The author concentrated his efforts on the culture of hustling
without adequately illuminating the relationship between hust-
lers and the rest of the society. There is mention of ethnic antagon-
ism, for example, but outside of its attribution to the "proximate
interactive basis or urban social relations" (p. 30), there is little
explanation of how such relations influence the political economy
of hustling. In a socio-cultural, as well as economie, sense, the poor
are part of a wider capitalist structure, and the Rastafarian in
Kingston seems aware of this in a way that the author is not. It
would have been enlightening to know how the forces of a capita-
list structure function at the local level to thrust the creative spirit
into marginality. In fairness to Lieber, it was not his intention to
treat such questions. He observes that in attempting to "il-
luminate patterns of social relations in a place like Port-of-Spain,
there is no system or structure to speak of" (p. 53). Hence the
relationship between street hustlers and the rest of the society is
portrayed as if defined solely by rejection.

In summary, the book makes a much needed contribution to
urban ethnography. It presents a sharp focus on hustling as an

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:13:46PM
via free access



122 BOOK REVIEWS

alternative to "bourgeois" adjustment in Port-of-Spain. But the
ethnographic lens could have been of a wider angle and greater
depth of field. Probably its most serious fault is in the emphasis on
the creative dignity of hustling at the expense of adequate treat-
ment of the ambiguous stance of the hustler vis-a-vis the "bour-
geois" sector he claims to reject.
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Kaiso! the Trinidad calypso. KEITH Q_. WARNER. Washington D.C.:
Three Continents Press, 1982. xi + 155 pp. (Cloth US$ 18.00,
Paper US$ 9.00)

As a means of gaining access to the soul of a culture, there is often
no better vehicle than its music. And in those societies where a
particular musical style or genre spices up nearly all of social life
and punctuates nearly all events, the critic or historian or ethno-
grapher is in luck. For unlike many other cultural strata whose
artifacts must be painfully distilled from their obscure bedrocks,
music announces itself with a strength and clarity which is there
for the taking. Certainly this is so in Trinidad where calypso
emerges as a clear and vivid reflection of a society's thoughts on
itself.

Warner provides an excellent picture of just what those
thoughts have been and how they have been expressed through
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calypso. He calls his account a study of calypso as oral literature.
Certainly calypso is like literature in that it uses language artfully
to paint landscapes of shared experience. But we really gain little
by viewing music as oral literature. Lyrical music is music. Why
try to doll it up by calling it literature, oral or otherwise? Somehow
in the minds of High Culture, lyrical folk music sits a few notches
below literature as a social achievement. And so the "oral lit-
erature" concept comes along to raise it up a little to a higher
plateau. But this is a small gripe. Warner knows very well what he
has on his hands: a cultural form whose sublime artistry is second
to none. He takes this form, looks it over closely, and provides us
with a lucid and thorough account of its development. He de-
scribes skillfully how calypso has woven its way into the core of
Trinidadian national style and, in particular, how it has come to
serve as a vehicle for political and moral criticism.

In fact, it is no exaggeration to claim that calypso has come to
serve as an expression of Trinidad's conscience. Now, conscience
articulated as music can be a very dangerous and explosive thing,
as can be seen in the many, many episodes in which powerful and
insecure elites have condemned musical forms as "decadent."
Certainly such attempts have been made in Trinidad, but it is a
tribute to the relative freedom and resilience of that nation that
such a critical form has been able to flourish and to sting.

Warner describes this "sting" of calypso thoroughly. We get a
good clear picture of the calypsonian as composer and performer,
as innovator and prima donna. The book is filled with lyrical
excerpts and even with music sheets. There are photographs and
illustrations. All these are woven into Warner's account to provide
as good an overview of calypso as any available.

MlCHAEL LlEBER
348 N. Sycamore Ave.
Los Angeles CA 90036, U.S.A.
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Ensayos sobre cultura dominicana. BERNARDO VEGA (ed.). Santo
Domingo: Museo del Hombre Dominicano, 1981. 245 pp. (Paper
US$ 8.50)

Dominican historiography traditionally denies that any part of
Dominican culture is the result of African influence (p. 16). On
the other hand, a certain romanticism, well-intentioned but not
very scientific, exaggerates Amerindian influences on contempor-
ary Dominican culture (p. 12). Inaddition, Dominicans frequent-
ly believe that they are fundamentally Spanish in origin and
culture, regardless of "the real perception of the race" (p. 63).

From 1979 to 1981, the Museo del Hombre Dominicano com-
missioned seven researchers in the Dominican Republic to address
the nature of Dominican culture in order to help the museum
redesign its permanent ethnographic collection. The essays repro-
duced in this volume, along with a brief introduction by the then-
director of the museum, address the nature of Dominican culture
today, both by analyzing it and by reflecting it.

A persistent theme throughout the book is the image of Do-
minican culture held by Dominicans themselves. Gently but
firmly the authors argue that popular as well as elite images of
Dominican culture have been heavily influenced by romanticism
and racial prejudice. Throughout most of the last two centuries,
Dominicans have consistently downplayed African influences and
have romanticized the contribution of the island's indigenous
population to contemporary Dominican culture. Records in-
dicate that the majority of Dominicans identified themselves raci-
ally as indios already in the nineteenth century, although most had
no known Indian ancestry. Historian Moya Pons argues that
these prejudices were rooted in the sociopolitical context of the
nineteenth century — a negative reaction to Haitian domination
in the early part of the century, the resulting association of things
African with things Haitian, the growing disappointment with an
inefficiënt and weak Spanish government in the middle of the
century, and the ensuing search for a collective national identity
independent of the African and the Iberian. In sum, the book
characterizes Dominican images of Dominican culture as seri-
ously skewed but historically understandable.
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There are signs, however, that the image is changing. Over the
past decade, a growing number of intellectuals have begun to focus
on the African presence in Dominican culture. They have held
seminars and conferences, and have invited noted foreign Afro-
Americanists to participate. This book is clearly a product of that
intellectual discourse. First, it is a statement by a select group of
Dominicans of the need to bring the popular image closer to the
historical and social reality of the country. Second, it appears to be
a response to the more extreme picture painted by a segment of the
Dominican intelligentsia. Carlos Deive, who in this volume
explores the African legacy in contemporary Dominican culture
and whom one would expect to be more sympathetic to the
stronger Africanist argument, argues that many of its proponents
are extremists, anti-colonialists, and dogmatic Marxists.

By contrast, this volume breaks only partially with the tradi-
tional scholarship and the popular image it decries. There are
clearly two parts to this book. The first four entries by Bernardo
Vega, Marcio Veloz Maggiolo (comments on Vega), Carlos
Dobal and Carlos Deive explore the indigenous, Spanish and
African contributions respectively to Dominican culture. The
order itself reflects the image the volume criticizes. Vega's essay on
the indigenous heritage is a description of material culture, de-
parting only in minor parts from traditional discussions on the first
inhabitants of the Caribbean. It is also the longest essay, if one
counts the 39 photographs that accompany it. Dobal's piece on
the Spanish legacy is detailed elite history followed by broad
assertions about the psychological legacy of the Spanish in the
Dominican Republic. The articles that follow, however, are more
process-oriented and offer integrated social, institutional, and
economie analyses.

At least half of Deive's essay concerns the analytic problem of
identifying the "African," the Spanish, or the indigenous in con-
temporary cultures in the Americas. Ruben Silié focuses on the
way in which size and organization of farms and cattle-raising
helped shape the rise of a Creole culture. José del Castillo analyzes
the contribution of immigrants to the Dominican Republic in the
past hundred years in terms of the social class or occupational
sector which they entered. And Moya Pons reviews the technolo-
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gical and social changes of this century, concluding that they have
affected national self-perception. Moya Pons' comments on col-
lective self-perception are wide-ranging and insightful. By argu-
ing that the recent massive migration of Dominicans to the U.S.
has led Dominicans to deal with other peoples' perception of their
racial identity, Moya Pons comments, albeit indirectly, on the rise
of the Africanist image in current Dominican intellectual circles.
Thus, he captures the thrust of the book: that there is a popular
image that needs to be debunked but that there is also a danger
that in the zeal to debunk it, an equally one-sided image may
come to take its place.

VlRGINIA R . DOMÏNGUËZ
Dept. of Anthropology
Duke University
Durham NC 27706, U.S.A.

Los Estados Unidosy Trujillo: colección de documentos del Departamento
de Estadoy de las Fuerzas Armadas Norteamericanas. BERNARDO VEGA

(ed.). Santo Domingo: Fundación Cultural Dominicana, 1982.
Ano 1943-352 pp. \An01g46 (2 vols.)-507 + 171 pp. (Paper, n.p.)

These volumes are the first of a planned Series in which documents
from the archives of the United States' Departments of State and
Defense are to be collected. The documents are of importance
for our understanding of the political relations between the
Dominican Republic and the United States during, approxima-
tely, the last three decades of the Trujillo régime which ended
in 1961.

The editor did not take his task lightly. Not only was he in
charge of collecting, selecting and translating the documents, and
critically editing them where the need arose, but he also wrote an
Introduction for the Series as a whole and one for each volume. He
further wrote a number of highly useful essays providing the
background against which the documents should be viewed.
Among the themes covered are: the foundations of U.S. policy vis-
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a-vis Trujillo; U.S. policy toward Latin America in 1946; the
rapprochement between Trujillo and the Dominican communist
groups in the post-war years; Trujillo's lobbyists in the United
States; and his arms deal with Brazil. The Dominican dictator's
scheming against Betancourt (Venezuela) and Grau (Cuba) is
reflected in a number of intriguing documents. The second
volume for the year 1946 is dedicated to an FBI report on
Dominican communism and to a State Department analysis of
Trujillo's régime between 1930 and 1946. The volumes further
contain a chronology of events, indexes of documents and names,
and lists of the main personalities involved, some of them with
biographies and photographs.

These first volumes augur well for the success of this impressive
undertaking. The documents contain muchNnew factual material.
Moreover, many of them provide revealing glimpses of the pro-
cesses by which U.S. policy-makers molded the images they cul-
tivated of Latin Americans in general and Dominicans in par-
ticular: how they were expected to behave and react, and how
they should be dealt with. There was not one monolithic image;
there were many, and their diversity led to constant bickering
between different U.S. governmental sectors. Such divergences in
interests and viewpoints were, in turn, slyly and at times cruelly
exploited by Trujillo and his servants.

Bernardo Vega is an admirably versatile scholar. An economist
by formal training, he also is an accomplished archaeologist. His
new venture into the field of history, undertaken with professional
self-assurance, should be warmly welcomed. The publisher of the
Series is a Foundation headed by the author, at whose address
(Apartado 1265, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic) copies
may be requested.

H. HOETINK
Center for Caribbean Studies
University of Utrecht
3508 TC Utrecht, Netherlands -
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Voces del purgatorio: estudio de la salve dominicana. MARTHA ELLEN

DA VIS. Santo Domingo: Museo del Hombre Dominicano, Inves-
tigaciones Antropológicas No. 15, 1981. xv + 106 pp. (Paper
US$ 4.00)

Dr. Davis has spent many years in the Dominican Republic
as a field researcher/teacher and continues to provide valuable
documentation of Dominican traditions. This small but inter-
esting volume comes from the on-going work that she began while
researching religious brotherhoods for her doctoral dissertation.
Her work received honorable mention in 1976 from the committee
of the Chicago Folklore Prize and is soon to be published in
Spanish by the Museo del Hombre Dominicano.

In the introduction, the author presents the reader with the
concept of the Dominican Republic as a mulatto society. The
mixture of Spanish and African musical traditions, as displayed in
the salve, is her theme. She says, "this work deals with a funda-
mental religious genre very characteristic of the mulatto com-
munity: la velación, and in particular, the indispensable musical
ingrediënt of the velación, la salve."

The salve, as a musical genre, originally consisted of musical
versions of the text of the Catholic prayer Salve Regina, and was
"generally related to the rosary." In the Dominican Republic, the
salve has developed two stylistic extremes, one highly sacred and
the other secular within a religious context. The unity of styles is
based on the text, called the Salve de la Virgen and the social context
in which it is performed, principally before the altar during
velaciones.

Voicesfrom purgatory: study of the Dominican''salve' is organized into
six short chapters: (1) introduction; (2) spectrum of the salve
(discussion of the sacred salve as musically and textually hispanic
and the secular salve as representative of Afroamerican hybridiza-
tion); (3) contexts of the salve (description of the velación, a pat-
ronal feast in honor of a personal patron saint which is performed
in the home of one who wishes to fulfill a promise); (4) the
structural unity between the salve and the velación (musical and
textual aspects of the sacred and secular salve and the important
use of repetition); (5) intensification in the salve and the velación
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(emotional states of participants in the velación — performance
without climax, "subido," and with climax, "ritual possession");
and (6) conclusions: the velación and salve illustrate incomplete
syncretism; although there is a fusion of some elements from both
African and Hispanic cultures, there remains a "coexistence
within a single type of ritual or musical genre of two distinct
musical traditions." The social function of the salve and its grow-
ing secularization complete this section.

Within the discussion of the Dominican salve. Davis presents
ample documentation from various regions of the country and
related traditions in Puerto Rico and Haiti. Her work is important
partially because it concentrates on the secular form oï salve and
therefore describes in detail a major Afro-Hispanic musical per-
formance style in the Dominican Republic. She also discusses its
relative importance in relationship to the more famous merengue.
Students of Afro-Caribbean cultures, however, might hope that
the small section devoted to increased secularization and urban
influences will be the theme of future publications by this author.
The discussion of emotional states and possession among partici-
pants is interesting but may not do justice to such a complex and
still little understood psychological phenomenon. Five musical
transcriptions provide the reader with some idea of salient musical
characteristics and are accompanied by short informative expla-
nations of style.

This is an important addition to the literature on Afro-
Caribbean societies and needs to appear in English, as should
others of the author's publications.

RONALD R . SMITH
Folklore Institute
Indiana University
Bloomington IN 47405, U.S.A.
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Los Negros Caribes de Honduras, RUY GALVAO DE ANDRADE COELHO.

Translated from the English by GUADALUPE CARIAS ZAPATA.

Tegucigalpa, Honduras: Editorial Guaymuras, 1981. 208 pp.
(Paper n.p.)

Only on the back cover of this modest little book is the reader told
that it was originally written in English, but nowhere is it stated
that this is the first time it has ever been generally available in any
language. The English version has thus far been read ónly by
scholars who seek it out at Northwestern University, where it
reposes as a doctoral dissertation finished in 1955. Now the people
of Honduras themselves, and especially the Black Carib or Gari-
funa, as they prefer to be called, may read what has become a
minor classic of its kind.

In 1955 few had ever heard of the Black Carib. True, Douglas
Taylor's The Black Carib ofBritish Honduras (1951) had appeared in
the Wenner-Gren (Viking) Series, and there had been a few
articles in scholarly journals. But none of these had come to my
attention as a graduate student and it was only by chance that I
discovered their existence on a 1955 summer field trip to Guate-
mala. Soon after, Coelho's work was mentioned to me by his
former professor, Melville Herskovits, and I found it extremely
valuable as a balance to Taylor's work. The tables of contents of
the two books are remarkably similar, and one wonders whether
the choice of subject matter reflects the fashion of the times or the
influence of their common mentor.

The first chapter outlines what was then known of Carib
history, dividing it into three periods between 1492 and the
present. Only secondary sources were used, and the picture pre-
sented is considerably out of date today, for there has been a great
deal of new material discovered — especially for the most recent
period after the deportation of the Black Carib from the island of
St. Vincent in 1797.

The data presented on social and economie organization are
invaluable for comparative purposes, and amazingly, sound quite
contemporary. Coelho notes, for example, that there were already
many Caribs in New York City, where they had their own club (p.
41). He also pays considerable attention to matters such as nu-

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:13:46PM
via free access



BOOK REVIEWS 131

trition, providing summary dietary information which can be
compared with more recent studies.

Finally, there is a description of the indigenous religious system
which is useful not only for comparisons through time, but also as
a means of determining whether or in what ways the Caribs of
Belize had diverged from their brethren in Honduras by the
middle of the 2Oth century. In fact, the similarities are remark-
able, and have been explained by the frequent traveling from
place to place over the past two centuries. The differences have
been less noted, but are equally deserving of analysis. Perhaps the
new availability of this material will lead to such a work.

It is perhaps not fair to use modern standards to criticize a work
nearly 30 years old. However, because this edition is presented
without a new foreword it is likely to be read by many, especially
those in Honduras, as though it were a contemporary work.
Therefore, it is important to point out just how far anthropology
generally, and Carib studies especially, have advanced. The book
is bereft of meaningful quantitative data ofany sort. This was not
uncommon in the fifties, when the detailed description of a "way
of life" or a "configuration" of culture patterns was an accepted
way of contributing to our knowledge. Furthermore, when there
were so many cultures, like that of the Black Caribs, which were
virtually unknown to science, this procedure was quite justifiable.
It provided a baseline and suggested areas for further research,
some of which required new methodologies altogether.

Research on the Black Carib has been booming over the past
decade. North American, Italian, British and French anthropolo-
gists have all become involved, as have a very few Central
Americans, and at least one Garifuna has obtained a Ph.D. in the
field. There is increasing awareness on the part of the people
themselves, both those who have migrated to work in the cities of
North America and England, and those who have remained at
home, of the importance of retaining their cultural heritage.
Throughout their history, they have continually incorporated
innovations into their cultural mainstream, while at the same time
preserving the idea of their uniqueness as a people. The publica-
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tion of Coelho's book should serve both scholars and the people
themselves, though in different ways.

NANCIE L. GONZALEZ
Dept. of Anthropology
University of Maryland
College Park, MD 20742, U.S.A.

Ma Ngombe: guerreros y ganaderos en Palenque. NINA S. DE
FRIEDEMANN and RICHARD CROSS. Bogota: Carlos Valencia Edi-
tores, 1979. (Cloth US$ 32.00)

The research started by Nina de Friedemann in 1974, which
resulted in the book discussed here, concerns the inhabitants of a
Colombian Negro community located to the south of Cartagena,
centered around a village of barely 3000 inhabitants, descendants
of one of the first groups of Maroons in South America. The name
of the village, Palenque de San-Basilio, indicates its historical
origins: Palenque is one of the Spanish terms for the reinforced
settlements of groups of escaped slaves who — for widely varying
periods of time — were able to survive in inhospitable regions and
resist the regular pursuit of colonists and the military. When
successful, such a Maroon community was able to develop in a
more or less isolated and self-sufficient way. De Friedemann's
study follows the history of the Maroon community in Colombia
through to the present day. She succeeds in creating a flowing and
fascinating whole. Her book, encompassing both history and
anthropology, demonstrates how essential it is to involve the role
and influence of the past in a study of the contemporary social
structure ofsuch a community.

"King" Domingo Benkos-Bioho, the legendary hero and first
fighter and leader of the Palenqueros, who came from Guinée-
Bissau, entered the hinterland in about 1600 with a group of
Maroons and, with the help of a well disciplined guerilla group,
forced the planters' colony to lengthy and costly pursuit patrols.
This, together with the attacks on the plantations by the Maroons
themselves, forced the colonists to offer peace to their elusive
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opponents and — the most important concession — freedom from
slavery. This type of development is typical for the few Maroon
groups which were able to stand fast. Others collapsed after
varying periods of time.

De Friedemann analyzes the way in which the inhabitants of
Palenque de San-Basilio relate the history of their people and
leaders to their current existence. The facts, dates, names and
places are blurred, but the essence of that early history plays a role
in the conception of the "modern" history of the last century as far
as genealogy, geography and socio-political structure are con-
cerned.

Despite its clearly demonstrably traditional foundations, the
community of Palenque de San-Basilio has undergone a process
of integration with the colonial society. Just as in most Latin
American areas, Catholicism has played an important part. The
traditional religion seems to be able to take over and reshape the
Catholic religion easily.

Although the adherence to colonial structures of authority has
also been of influence, the traditional ancestral and age-group
structures have not been lost, and these play a role in many
functions of daily life: in agriculture, in cattle raising, in marriage
and in death rituals.

De Friedemann's analysis of the role of rivalry and conflipt in
the community is interesting. She traces the ritualized form of the
manner of rivalry and fighting — with the production of two
world-champion boxers as a crowning glory — back to the times
of the very real, far from ritualized, struggle for freedom.

She also provides us with an enlightening and human view of
the way she, as an outsider and researcher, approached the Palen-
queros and how she was regarded by them. Her introduction
offers an amusing example of cultural confusion: a colleague from
the University of Cartagena, who himself came from San-Basilio
and was the son of the village chief, introduced her to his family as
his "companera". He and Nina meant: "colleague", but, as she
noticed later, everyone had understood it to mean "second wife".
It gave her a definite status in the community: acknowledged and
protected. However, because of this it took her some time to regain
her independence and freedom of movement. Her feelings of
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sympathy and empathy and her attempt to portray the commu-
nity she writes about in the terms of its own self-perception,
without resorting to romance or anecdote, make this book a
valuable and most readable contribution to the knowledge of the
history and social structure of a Maroon community in America.

The book is richly illustrated with beautiful photographs by
Richard Cross. He brings to life both the traditional aspects of the
Palenque world and the effects of outside influences which de
Friedemann describes for us. He shares her understanding of the
people and their surroundings, and her concern for them. Theirs is
an ideal partnership which has produced a very beautiful book of
high quality.

Finally, I missed two things: maps of the geographical situa-
tion, and explanatory texts for some of the photographs.

SILVIA W. de GROOT
Brouwersgracht 204C
1013 HD Amsterdam, Netherlands

Las sociedades arcaicas de Santo Domingo. MARCIO VELOZ MAGGIOLO.

Santo Domingo: Museo del Hombre Dominicano, Serie Inves-
tigaciones Antropológicas No. 16; Fundación Garcia Arévalo,
Serie Investigaciones No. 12, 1980. 100 pp. (Paper US$ 3.50)

Los modos de vida Meillacoidesy sus posities origenes (un estudio inter-

pretativo). MARCIO VELOZ MAGGIOLO, ELPIDIO ORTEGA, ANGEL

CABA FUENTES. Santo Domingo: Museo del Hombre Dominica-
no, 1981. 433 pp. (Paper US$ 15.00)

Las sociedades arcaicas summarizes our knowledge about the pre-
ceramic inhabitants of the Dominican Republic. The author
divides them into two major population groups, Barreroid or
Mordanoid (also known as Casimiroid) and Banwaroid, each
with a different culture (esquema).

The Barreroid people is characterized by chipped flint tools. It
lived in small bands on rocky cliffs or sandy beaches, hunting and
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gathering the wildlife available there. Veloz Maggiolo dates its
entry into Santo Domingo ca. 2600 B.C. and suggests that it came
either from South or Central America. He could have been more
specific; the Barreroid flintwork resembles that in Central rather
than South America (Cruxent and Rouse 1969). In Belize, its
development has been traced back to ca. 7500 B.C. by MacNeish
et al. (1980) and in Cuba, to 3190 B.C. by Kozlowski (1978: 66).

The Banwaroid people is distinguished by ground stone tools.
lts bands lived near mangrove swamps so as to exploit their
resources, foraged in the forests, and also utilized sea mammals
and deep-water fish. Veloz Maggiolo concludes that it migrated
from Trinidad to Santo Domingo ca. 2100 B.C. The little known
about preceramic remains in the intervening islands supports his
conclusion.

About 2000 B.C., according to him, the two peoples came into
contact and "hybridized," by which he means that they exchang-
ed customs. Pottery shows up in three sites around 400 B.C., and
he attributes this, too, to outside contact. The possibility that some
innovations may have been due to internal development is not
considered.

Previous authors had identified the two Archaic peoples solely
in terms of their artifactual complexes. Thanks to the establish-
ment of a Laboratório de Ciencias Naturales in the Museo del
Hombre Dominicano, Veloz Maggiolo has also been able to
utilize the peoples' ecological adaptations, as noted above, on the
assumption that its diagnostic complex and adaptations form an
organic whole. He overlooks the possibility that its various bands
may have adapted differently to local conditions or have prac-
ticed seasonal rounds, using and depositing different tooi kits in
the sites where they performed different activities (Koztowski

1978).
Las modas de vida Meillacoide y sus posities origenes reports on

excavations at Rios Joba and Verde, two stratified sites in the
northwestern part of the Dominican Republic. In the lower com-
ponent of each site, the authors found Ostionoid pottery, charac-
terized by red paint and simple modeling, and in the upper
component, Meillacoid pottery, marked by elaborate incised and
appliquéd designs. This confirms our previous assumption that
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Ostionoid pottery preceded Meillacoid in the northwestern part
of the Dominican Republic and in northern Haiti.

The people who made Ostionoid pottery is generally believed
to have developed in Puerto Rico and easternmost Santo Domin-
go and to have expanded westward into Haiti and Jamaica,
introducing agriculture and village society (Rouse 1982). The
authors hypothesize that the Meillacoid people is also the result of
a migration, from Guyana on the South American mainland.
They acknowledge that the known occurrences of the supposedly
ancestral pottery are too late for such a migration, and offer no
evidence of its pasage through the intervening regions. They do
note that Meillacoid pottery has earlier radiocarbon dates in the
Dominican Republic than in Haiti, but this only indicates local
movement, like that of the Ostionoid people.

Again, Veloz Maggiolo overlooks the possibility of internal
development. He and his co-authors note that Ostionoid and
Meillacoid vessels are alike in material and shape, but do not
consider this to be evidence of continuity. Nor can they conceive of
innovations along the continuity. They reject my previous sug-
gestion that the Meillacoid potters may have copied the designs
incised on stone vessels by Archaic craftsmen, arguing that a
people does not borrow from less developed peoples — this despite
our own adoption of Indian crops, artifact types, and the words for
them. Meillacoid appliqué work is in my opinion also likely to
have been a local development, although I would not rule out the
possibility that it was transmitted by trade or another kind of
interaction along part or all of the route from Guyana.

The authors are more successful in reconstructing the way of
life of the Meillacoid people. Avoiding the organic fallacy of the
Archaic volume, they note that the inhabitants of the two sites
under study made similar pottery but adapted differently to their
environments. At Rio Joba, near the shore, they relied more on sea
food while at Rio Verde, which is inland on a fertile flood plain,
they developed a more productive form of agriculture. These
differences are documented in detail.

Together, the two volumes offer important insights into the
manner in which successive peoples exploited Dominican re-
sources. They show, for example, that the guayiga root (£amia
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debüis) was gathered and eaten during preeeramie and ceramic
times as well as today. We need more such studies, using pre-
eeramie complexes and ceramic styles as a base line along which to
tracé continuities and changes in adaptation to local
environments.
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De precolumbiaanse bewoners van Aruba, Curagao en Bonaire. E. H. J .
BOERSTRA. Zutphen: De Walburg Pers, 1982. xl + 79 pp. (Paper
Dfl. 18.50)

Boerstra discusses in this booklet the prehistorie population of the
Dutch Leeward Antilles. Results and findings of archaeological
excavations, mainly from 4 Dabajuro sites dated c. 1000 AD in
Aruba, are the basis for this discussion. The author is successful in
integradng general archaeological information and the Antillean
finds. The illustrations are well-chosen to make the subject under-
standable to a wide public. The publication of this booklet coin-
cides more or less with the opening of the Archaeological Museum
at Aruba, where all illustrated objects are exhibited.

The professional encounters a difficult task when writing for a
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public without any substantial knowledge of the covered field.
The first difficulty is explaining everything in such a way that it
becomes fully understandable to the layman. Boerstra's perfor-
mance in this respect is admirable. The second difficulty is avoid-
ing oversimplifications. The booklet is less successful in this. Little
is said on the sites at Curacao and Bonaire, except that they
include Dabajuro pottery. Possible differences in subsistence base
and function of the sites are not discussed; the Curacao sites
especially, situated in a different environment, may have had a
different function. The reader will reach the conclusion that all
Dabajuro sites are equal and synchronous and that they had the
same function on all three islands, thereby overlooking possible
inter-insular and intra-insular differences.

Many readers will finish this booklet with the impression that
Dabajuro is the only group which inhabitated the Dutch Leeward
Antilles in prehistory, for nothing is said of other groups. A table
indicating the main groups which inhabitated these islands and
their approximate dating would have solved this problem.

No maps are included in the booklet and the text is vague about
the topography of the discussed sites. This presentation leaves the
reader in the dark about the geographical relationship of the sites
and their locations with respect to the (windward or leeward)
coast. Further the omission of a bibliography is to be regretted, as
this booklet will serve as an introduction to the prehistory of these
islands for many readers. The booklet does not give helpful sug-
gestions for further reading.

In spite of these criticisms, this booklet is a must for anyone
interested in the prehistory of the region and will be interesting
reading to a very wide public. It is a pity that it is only available in
Dutch at present. In view of the few existing publications on the
prehistory of the Dutch Antilles, it fills a gap.

A. H. VERSTEEG
Institute of Prehistory
University of Leiden
2300 RA Leiden, Netherlands
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Isle de Frame Creole: affinities and origins. PHILIP BAKER and CHRIS

CORNE. Ann Arbor MI: Karoma Publishers, 1982. viii + 299 pp.
(Cloth US$ 23.50, Paper US$ 15.50)

The societies of the Caribbean and those of the western Indian
Ocean share parallel histories and exhibit remarkable sociocul-
tural similarities. This fact and its implications have been little
recognized, much less explored, in the theoretical writings of
social scientists concerned with societies heir to the African Dia-
spora. Once it is realized that every single feature taken to under-
lie Caribbean regional commonality (see, for example, Mintz
1966), except of course for geographical propinquity, is also pre-
sent in the Mascarenes (Mauritius, Réunion and Rodrigues) and
the Seychelles, the Americo-centric bias in studies of the diaspora
is evident.

An exception to this bias has always been the work of linguists
who focus on French creoles. In fact, attempts to explain the
apparent unity of American French creoles with those of the
Indian Ocean have stimulated some of the most important work
in the origins and genesis of French creoles, and in the process of
language creolization itself. Isle de France Creole belongs in this
tradition, but also begins to transcend the disciplinary boundaries
between the study of language and other historical and sociocul-
tural processes. This book presents a synchronic comparison of the
four Indian Ocean French creoles and the American French
creoles; however, it goes one step further in analysing their affin-
ities and dissimilarities diachronically, so as to begin to explain the
socio-linguistic forces behind them. It is this latter concern that
should provoke the interest of all Caribbeanists, whether linguists
or not.

"Isle de France," of course, refers to Mauritius before the
British takeover in 1812. Until that point all of the islands of the
western Indian Ocean were controlled and settled by the French
— from 1721 in Mauritius, 1663 in Réunion (called "Bourbon" in
the I7thandearly i8th century), 1770 in the Seychelles and 1792
in Rodrigues. Réunion alone remained French after the Treaty of
Paris in 1814, but distinct French creoles continued to be spoken
on all of the islands.
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The relationship among the four Indian Ocean creoles them-
selves has always been problematic, primarily because each creole
remained relatively unstudied. Although Mauritian Creole (MC)
was described as early as 1880 (Baissac 1880), Réunion Creole
(RC) was analysed extensively only in 1974 with the publication
of Chaudenson's Le lexique du parier creole de la Réunion. In this work
not only was RC thoroughly described for the first time, but it was
also proposed that "Bourbonnais" (RC in the 17th and early i8th
centuries) was the original creole spoken in the Indian Ocean and
was spread from Réunion to the other islands by Réunionais
settlers. From this premise, Chaudenson claims that the four
creoles of the Indian Ocean are typologically similar and belong
to the same linguistic tradition. Finally, Chaudenson attributes
the similarities among American French creoles and the Indian
Ocean ones to the common provincial origins of the French
colonists in both areas.

Isle de France Creole is an extended refutation, in two essays, of
Chaudenson's historical and comparative analyses. In Part A,
using Chaudenson's own linguistic data for RC, Corne shows the
basic dissimilarities of the predicate systems and of a number of
syntactic processes and their semantic motivations between MC
and RC, and concludes that RC and MC are not directly related
typologically. He goes on to point out the structural similarities
and semantic affinities between MC and American French
creoles, while suggesting that RC might be better viewed as a
dialect of French.

In Part B, Baker examines in great detail the historical evidence
on Mauritian settlement in the period 1721 to 1735, the crucial
period for MC formation. Based on the historical data, he shows
convincingly that there was virtually no Réunionais contribution
to the permanent settlement of Mauritius, contrary to one of
Chaudenson's premises. Examining a number of grammatical
items, Baker goes on to demonstrate the genetic relationships
among MC, Rodriguais Creole and Seychellois Creole, and their
distinctiveness vis-a-vis RC. Further, these same grammatical
items, not attested to in RC, are found in the American French
creoles, especially Haitian Creole (HC).

Baker's conclusions, based on different evidence, are the same
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as Corne's, but Baker goes on to discuss the probable historical
and sociolinguistic factors accounting for the affinities between
MC and HC, and their dissimilarities with RC. The most impor-
tant factor is the different settlement histories: "Réunion differed
from the others in two significant respects: the proportion of first
language speakers of French was considerably higher in Réunion
than in Mauritius or Haiti, while the latter two were populated
[through slave importations] at a much faster rate than Réunion"
(p. 259). The slave population of Réunion, in fact, only surpassed
the free, French-speaking population fifty years after its initial
settlement. Furthermore, in the period 1730—1735, Baker demon-
strates West Africans accounted for the majority of the slave
population in Mauritius. Thus, both Mauritius and Haiti were
influenced by the same African languages (especially Fon, Wolof
and the Mande group) at a critical juncture in the creolization
process, whereas Réunion was not. Finally, appealing to Bicker-
ton's (1977) theory that the "expansion" of pidgin into creole
follows innate rules of children's language acquisition, Baker
accounts for the subsequent parallel development of MC and HC.
RC, probably not a true creole at all, shows no evidence of a prior
pidgin base. Baker does not pretend that his argument is con-
clusive, but he does provide more promising avenues of explora-
tion than any previous treatments of this problem.

This book is well worth reading for any one interested in the
development of Creole societies and cultures. While it may occa-
sionally strike the non-linguist as narrowly restricted in focus, and
even polemical in tone, the implications of this comparison of
French creoles and settlement histories among islands so distant
geographically and yet so close socio-historically are far-reaching.
Careful attention to these intriguing Indian Ocean societies can
only enrich our historical, anthropological and sociological un-
derstanding of the African Diaspora.

REFERENCES

BAISSAC, CHARLES, 1880. Etude sur Ie palois creole mauricien. Nancy, Imprimerie
Berger-Levrault.

BICKERTON, DEREK, 1977. Pidginization and creolization: language acquisition

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:13:46PM
via free access



142 BOOK REVIEWS

and language universals. In ALBERT VALDMAN (ed.), Pidgin and creole linguistics,
Bloomington and London, Indiana University Press, pp. 49-69.

CHAUDENSON, ROBERT, 1974. Le lexique du parier créole de la Réunion. Paris,
Champion.

MINTZ, SIDNEY W., 1966. The Caribbean as a socio-cultural area. Journal of
WorldHistory IX(4): 912—937.

ALEXIS M. GARDELLA
Carter G. Woodson Institute for Afro-American and African Studies
University of Virginia
Charlottcsvillc VA 22903, U.S.A.
and
Dept. of Social Anthropology
London School of Economics
London VVC2A 2AE, England

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:13:46PM
via free access


