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Narrative of afive years expedition against the revolted Negroes of Surinam
in Guiana on the Wild Coast of South-America front the year 1772 to the
year 1777. JOHN GABRIEL STEDMAN. Edited by Richard Price and Sally
Price. Baltimore: The Jöhns Hopkins University Press, 1988. xcvii + 708
pp. (Cloth US$ 95.00)

John Gabriel Stedman, a late eighteenth century soldier, had the instincts
of an anthropologist, a considerable talent for drawing and painting, a
lively pen, and a quick temper that went with an aptitude for riotous
living. From February 1773 to April 1777 he served in Suriname as an
officer in a force specially recruited in Holland to protect the colonial
plantations from the depredations of revolted slaves, and to destroy the
settlements of runaways. An account of his experiences, first published
in London in 1796, has been republished many times and in many languages,
having been recognized as one of the best accounts of life in a slave colony,
and a devastating exposé of the sadistic cruelty of the slave regime. A
major contribution to the success of the work has been the romantic account
of Stedman's love for a young mulatto slave, Joanna, and of his attempts
to secure her manumission and that of their son, Johnny - an account
that has, over the years, inspired plays and novels as well as secondary
accounts with titles such as Soldier in Paradise. Most readers of this journal
will be familiar with the splendid Imprint Society version of the original
1796 edition, published in 1971 with an Introduction by R.A.J. van Lier.

It has been known for some time that Stedman's original manuscript
had been discovered, that it differed in important ways from the edited
version published in 1796, and that Richard and Sally Price were working
to make available this original, unexpurgated version. We now have the
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fruits of their labor in this splendid volume, an important event in Caribbean
scholarship; area specialists will want to own it, in spite of the cost. The
advantage of reading Stedman's own words cannot be exaggerated. Every
effort has been made to reproduce the original in every detail and in spite
of its idiosyncratic expressions, odd spelling and grammatical errors, there
is a subtly different feel to this narrative, making it more vivid and authentic,
quite apart from the inclusion of important material that was excised from
the earlier version. Richard and Sally Price, and the Johns Hopkins
University Press, are to be congratulated on a most successful piece of
restoration.

Stedman died in 1797, only a short time after the publication of his
work, leaving not only the original manuscript version of the book,
completed in 1790, but an extensive journal kept while he was in Suriname,
and other manuscript notes, all now housed in the James Ford Bell Library
at the University of Minnesota. The fascinating story of how they got
there and an account of what they contain is provided in a highly informative
Introduction to the present edition by Richard Price and Sally Price, an
Introduction showing that one other piece of historical and literary detective
work remains to be completed.

As the Prices point out, "The text consists of a half-dozen interwoven
strands - the romance with Joanna [the slave daughter of a Dutch planter]
and his efforts to gain her freedom; the military campaigns against the
rebel slaves; his relations with other soldiers, particularly his commanding
officer Fourgeoud; the description and investigation of exotic flora and
fauna; the description of Amerindian and African slave life; and, most
important, the description and analysis of relations between planters and
slaves - all structured by a chronological framework taken from his
Suriname diaries" [p. XV].

Stedman wrote this narrative some ten years after the events described
(having moved to Devon from Holland in 1784), in an English atmosphere
where the slave trade and slavery itself were topics of intense debate. Not
surprisingly he crafted his descriptions of that institution, and of his
relationship with Joanna, his "Surinam wife," to suit his position in relation
to those debates. Therefore the material contained in his "Suriname diaries,"
much of it written at the time of, or soon after, the events it describes,
is a vital link in the interpretation of the narrative. A version of these
diaries was published in 1962 by The Mitre Press in London, and edited
by Stanbury Thompson but it is even less reliable than the 1796 edition
of Stedman's Narrative, and it is to be hoped that a definitive version,
based on the originals in the James Ford Bell Library at the University
of Minnesota, will soon be published. Even in its present form Thompson's
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edition of Stedman's journal provides illuminating checks on the events
described in the Narrative.

There are many accounts of life in the West India slave colonies, written
by planters, doctors, estate overseers, missionaries and visitors, some of
them far more learned than Stedman's but none more credible concerning
the texture of relationships between the races, which were at once bar-
barically cruel and of the greatest intimacy. He is unusual in his very
explicit statements about the value and validity of African religion, customs
and physical beauty, and in the relativism of his cultural sensibility.
Although the Narrative clearly romanticizes his relationship with Joanna
which, from the journal, we know started as the usual arrangement entered
into betwween Stedman and Joanna's mother for her to be his "hou-
sekeeper" (Joanna was then fifteen years old), it is also clear that he
developed an uncommon attachment to her and that he respected her
extensive kinship connections. From the journal in particular we get some
idea of the extensive exchange of gifts, between Europeans, between slaves,
and even between slaves and Europeans, and Stedman was involved in
these exchange networks. How many 18th century Europeans would refer
to a paramour's mother's brother - a slave - as "Uncle"? It is evident,
too, that he was regarded by his fellow officers, and by most of the European
colonists, as being unduly concerned for his "Surinam wife" and her child.
His mess mates made fun of him, saying that he should do as they do
and remember that if children are slaves they will be well provided for,
and if they die - so what? "Keep your Sighs in your Belly and your Money
in your Pocket" [p. 289]. He did not of course. Although he left Joanna
and the boy behind when he returned to Europe in 1777 (and by February
1782 he had married an 18 year old Dutch woman), he did arrange for
their manumission, and when Joanna died in November of 1782 he sent
for his son and brought him up as part of his family.

The Prices' Introduction to this volume contains much interesting
comment on the military campaigns against the Bush Negroes in which
Stedman was actively engaged during his four years in Suriname. They
seem to have been singularly badly managed, and Stedman appeared to
have more respect for the rebel leaders than for his own superiors. The
original edition contained some 80 illustrations from engravings made from
Stedman's own sketches and water colours. At least sixteen of them were
made by William Blake and have been recognized as among his best work.
Richard and Sally Price show convincingly that Stedman was much more
than a passable artist whose work was improved by the engravers; indeed
his original drawings and paintings, mostly lost, were probably more
interesting than the ones we see. One painting found among the pages
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of the manuscript is reproduced here and is remarkable for its detail and
authentic rendering of the tropical forest scène; by the time the engraver
had finished with it, the Suriname forest had become more like rural
England. Unfortunately, the reproductions are the one weak aspect of
this volume. The Prices acknowledge the work of the person who made
the photographs of the original eighteenth century plates, noting the great
difficulty involved, but the results are disappointing - except for the two
colour plates, which are excellent. Stedman's sketch maps have been reduced
from the original fold-out sheets to make them fit on one page, rendering
them almost indecipherable, while many of the engravings are so dark
that much of the detail is lost.

Still, this is a minor complaint. The real value of this edition is in the
text, which should be read from beginning to end, and in conjunction
with the journal. The fairly extensive notes on the text are collected at
the end of the book and have to be read separately since there is no
cross reference in the text itself apart from the page number. In this they
follow the pattern set by Van Lier in the 1971 edition. A list of flora
and fauna identifications, and of sources for Stedman's literary citations
are further evidence of the care lavished on this work, which makes the
absence of an index all the more regrettable, and only partially compensated
for by the extensive notes and appendixes. An abridged paperback version
is in preparation, and it will be interesting to see what is left out.
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Reize naar Surinamen, door den Capitein John Gabriel Stedman, met plaaten
en kaarten, naar het Engelsch, Jos Fontaine (ed.) Zutphen: De Walburg
Pers, 1987. 176 pp. (Cloth ƒ 59,50)

This glossy adaptation of Stedman's 1796 Narrative, underwritten by the
Suriname Aluminum Company, is intended for a broad Dutch-speaking
audience. But the more knowledgeable among such people - Surinamers
and Dutch Suriname buffs alike - are likely to be disappointed. The editor's
introduction, only several paragraphs long, makes no pretence to scho-
larship and fails to contextualize the edition; and it is difficult to divine
the intent of the tedious 17-page English "summary" that ends the volume,
a kind of trot or bowdlerized retelling of the narrative which anachro-
nistically adds jocular editorial comments ("with his usual luck," "na-
turally," "as so often happened in Guiana, bad omens were observed")
and imputes motives and thoughts to the actors ("The blackest sign of
all, as Stedman thought," "the old man cunningly said").

It may be worth noting that this edition is an abridgment of the 1799-
1800 Dutch edition that (despite its claim to be "naar het Engelsch") was
itself a translation/abridgment of the 1798 French translation/abridgment
of the 1796 English first edition. The text from which the current editor
made his own abridgment already represented a "doublé translation/
abridgment" of Stedman's book, with textual cuts motivated in part by
political concerns in Paris and Amsterdam at the end of the eighteenthh
century. Although the expressed intent of this new edition is to make
readily available "historically important information about Suriname's land
en volk" the chapters and sections omitted wholesale include those devoted
to describing Indians and African slaves, and much of Stedman's detailed
natural history of the country. What remains is largely an account of
military campaigns and, of course, Stedman's romance with Joanna (which
has long held a complex, affect-laden place in the colonial consciousness
of that portion of the Dutch population concerned with Suriname).

When the first edition of the Narrative was published in 1796, the great
bulk of the print run was produced on plain paper, with black and white
plates; the rest of the run was issued on larger paper with the plates carefully
colored by hand. The 1806 second edition was issued only with black
and white plates. When such copies appear colored today, it is because
the engravings were coloured many decades later, to fit contemporary tastes
and raise the value of the copy; such nineteenth-century "re-colored" copies
bear little resemblance to the 1796 originals. Unfortunately, the color plates
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reproduced here by De Walburg Pers (only about half of those in Stedman's
Narrative and almost all radically miniaturized) - which are clearly an
important part of this edition's raison d'être - were made from the 1806
second edition (perhaps the copy in the Suriname Museum), colored only
in the mid- or late nineteenth century, rather than from one of the 1796
hand-colored originals that survive in major libraries.

In the days when the spiritual (and in some cases biological) descendants
of Stedman's Maroon adversaries are engaged in a bloody war against
the military government of Suriname - a war with both ideological and
strategie parallels to that of two centuries before - Suralco's prettified
book with its faintly antiquarian flavor seems like something out of an
edenic, wished-for colonial past. By my reckoning, this is the 24th
published edition based on Stedman's 1796 classic. Coming so soon after
the death of R.A.J. van Lier, whose 1971 English-language edition of
Stedman set the Standard for modern scholarship (and who later introduced
an unabridged reprint of the 1799-1800 Dutch edition, published by
Emmering), this newest version almost moves me to join in J.G.S.'s own
mournful paint, expressed in the Preface to his book, "& with a Sigh
exclaim in the Language of Eugenious - Alas, poor Stedman."

RlCHARD PRICE
Anse Chaudiere
97217 Anses d'Arlet
Martinique
&
STANFORD HUMANTIES CENTER
Mariposa House
Stanford CA 94305, U.S.A.

The overthrow of colonial slavery, 1776-1848. ROBIN BLACKBURN. London
and New York: Verso, 1988. 560 pp. (Cloth, US$ 45.00, UK 27.95; Paper
US$ 19.95)

Economie growth and the ending of the transatlantic slave trade. DAVID
ELTIS. New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1987. xiii + 418
pp. (Cloth, US$ 39,95)

Scholarly interest in the rise and fall of African slavery in the Americas
shows few signs of abating, despite the effusion during the last several
decades of a truly remarkable literature on slavery. Indeed, the recent
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centennial celebrations of the abolition of slavery in Cuba and Brazil as
well as the forthcoming bicentennial celebration of the slave revolution
in Saint Domingue and quincentennial celebration of Columbus' epoch-
making voyage have, if anything, provided ample incentives for further
research and writing. As angles have multiplied and visions have broadened,
slavery scholarship has come to represent much of the best work in
comparative, quantitative, and interdisciplinary history. At present, no
serious student of slavery in the United States can afford to approach
what used to be called American Negro slavery as only a national problem.
These days, to attempt a comprehensive history of the trans-Atlantic slave
trade and American slavery requires considerable versatility and courage.
Properly done, it demands detailed knowledge of the interconnected
histories of four continents for more than four centuries. Properly done,
it would have to be placed within the context of Western European
expansion and colonialism, the elaboration of a world market, and capitalist
development. From the perspective of world history, or of merely the history
of the Americas, one of the most salient features of the "peculiar institution"
was not its peculiarity in the sense of being uncommon but rather its
ubiquitousness. Slavery was "a status," as James Boswell pointed out in
1791 in his famous Life of Samuel Johnson, "which in all ages God has
sanctioned, and man has continued."

Some of the most ambitious and exciting work currently within the
general field of slavery studies, as the books by David Eltis and Robin
Blackburn attest, attempts to explain precisely why the trans-Atlantic slave
trade and American slavery came to an end. Abolition, wherever it occurred,
not only entailed profound and often violent economie and social change
but reflected an equally profound and, ultimately, world-capturing shift
in moral attitudes as well. Slavery emerged as the central labor form in
Brazil and the circum-Caribbean region after the Western European
expansion; it had been sanctioned around the world from time immemorial,
largely as an extreme form of deperidency in societies that were perceived
to be organic structures of dependencies. Yet it was abolished everywhere
in the Americas in about a hundred years, ending finally by legislation
in Brazil in 1888. Why men - and women - chose not to continue a status
that "in all ages God has sanctioned" must thus rank with the most
important events in the making of the modern world.

The world's first organized movement to abolish slavery began in
BoswelFs native Britain during his lifetime. It would lead to the abolition
of the slave trade to Britain's colonies in 1807, to a program of gradual
emancipation in 1833, and eventually to a global antislavery crusade. Yet
in the previous century, the century of the greatest volume of the trans-
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Atlantic slave trade, Britain had profïted by exporting the majority of
more than 6,000,000 African slaves to the Americas and by importing
cheap slave-grown produce.

Explanations of this great paradox have ranged across a spectrum from
extreme idealism to extreme materialism. More than a half-century ago
Reginald Coupland, who has come to exemplify the idealist extreme -
but who actually allowed for a more complex ïnterpretation than has been
commonly supposed - emphasized the role played by a small elite band
of politically-astute, virtuous and high-minded men who attempted to
remedy a monstrous evil. He concluded The British Anti-Slavery Movement
(1933: 251) by quoting the now notorious judgment of Irish historian
William E. Lecky, that "the unweary, unostentatious, and inglorious
crusade of England against Slavery may probably be regarded as among
the three or four perfectly virtuous pages comprised in the history of
nations."

Eric Williams, author of the classic Capitalism and slavery (1944) openly
rebuked Coupland and his fellow members of the humanitarian school
for ignoring the economie context in which British abolitionist and
antislavery policies were pursued. The slave trade and slavery were an
integral part of an economie system, and an "economie system is overthrown
only when it ceases to function. Economics, not humanity or morality,
would be the decisive factor." Not until the British slave system became
unprofitable, according to Williams (1940: 60-106), did the humanitarians
become more than "a few isolated voices crying in the wilderness."

Recent scholarship on the ending of American slavery has tended to
eschew any explanation that would focus narrowly on either humanitarian
ideals or economics and to argue instead for a complex of cultural,
economie, and political factors. British humanitarianism can no longer
be reduced to the masterly propaganda or false philanthropy of a rising
class of industrial capitalists. To be sure, what it meant to be human
was redefined during the British Industrial Revolution in ways that
generated a powerful middle-class antislavery sensibility, and in ways that
ultimately proved compatible with the needs of British capitalism. But
this process unfolded on a broad, ever-shifting terrain of political and
ideological contention that involved the beliefs and initiatives of many
social groups on both sides of the Atlantic.

Abundant evidence has surfaced during the last decade or so that
economics in a strict accounting sense had little to do with the transition
from slave to free labor anywhere in the Americas. In every case, it appears,
plantation slavery continued to be a profitable investment at the moment
of abolition. David Eltis' book brings powerful additional support for
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this position. No better single volume exists on the economics of the ending
of the trans-Atlantic slave trade. It will be read and debated for many
years to come. A densely-packed work, both original and synthetic, with
seven statistical appendices and more than fifty tables and graphs, it is
a virtual encyclopedia of information on the profitability and structure
of the nineteenth-century trade, the productivity of plantation slave labor,
and the number, age, sex, mortality, and origins of the victims of the
Middle Passage. Few, if any, researchers have done a more careful and
thorough job in mining the voluminous records of the British Foreign
Office, the single most important source of information on the nineteenth-
century trans-Atlantic slave trade.

Those not in command of the recent literature may find Eltis' book
surprising and downright unsettling, as if in each chapter he took an almost
perverse delight in slaughtering sacred cows of historical interpretation.
Even though the trans-Atlantic slave trade was the largest forced migration
in world history (not until the mid-nineteenth century did the total number
of white migrants to the Americas exceed the total number of black
migrants), Eltis concludes that at least for the nineteenth century "significant
depopulation [in Africa] was unlikely" at the macro level (p. 67). As large
as the slave trade was, it probably did not represent a loss of more than
half of one percent a year of the total West African population nor did
the rate of removal exceed the rate of natural increase. Without British
abolitionism, however, significant depopulation could have occurred.
Economie growth had generated a burgeoning demand for plantation
commodities in Western Europe and the United States in the nineteenth
century. To meet the resultant demand for labor, the slave trade would
have expanded. "Slaves would have been much cheaper and more intensively
used in a wide range of occupations .... Forced African immigration into
the Americas would have continued in excess of free European immigration
for most of the nineteenth century and perhaps most of the 50 million
or so arrivals in the Americas in the century after 1820 would have been
African slaves, not free Europeans" (p. 139).

In extending the work of Seymour Drescher, Eltis reaffirms that British
anti-slave trade policy destroyed the world position of the vigorous, not
unprofitable, British West Indian plantation sector. In response to external
demand this sector could have expanded production in certain older colonies
and enjoyed an economie boom in the rich, frontier soils of more recently
acquired Trinidad and in what became British Guiana. Instead, Cuba and
Brazil benefited from Britain's policy of colonial econocide and sustained
slave-based booms of their own. Eltis' estimates of British costs in
attempting to suppfess the slave trade from 1816 to 1862, largely to those
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two countries, actually exceed his estimate of British profits from the slave
trade from 1761 to 1807.

Eltis levels anothei blow at Eric Williams and his faithful by contending
that "the abolition of the slave trade was of greater economie importance
to Africa than it was to Europe. In neither continent, however, was it
of great economie significance" (p. 73). The income generated by trade
between West Africa and Western Europe accounted for only a small part
of the total income of the discrete states and nations involved. Contrary
to Paul Lovejoy, a leading historian of Africa, Eltis maintains that external
influences such as the trans-Atlantic slave trade did not decisively transform
African slavery from "a marginal type of dependency centered on lineage
or kinship, where slaves were not in the fïrst instance producers ... [to]
at least primarily a productive system." Transformations did take place.
Slaves who might have been exported to the Americas remained in Africa
increasingly to be put to use in commodity production. But the forces
driving these transformations, according to Eltis, "were markets internal
to the savanna or in the forest zones rather than outside Africa" (p. 225).

In the opening section of his book, Eltis concentrates his explanation
of why the British committed econocide and pursued abolitionism. Eric
Williams, it seems, was both wrong and right. Capitalism had promoted
and then put to death the trans-Atlantic slave trade and American slavery,
not because they were unprofitable but because British capitalism had
given birth to a radical new ideology. It would radiate outward, across
the Atlantic, attracting adherents and decisively conditioning the specific
political struggles that brought about emancipation. Regrettably, Eltis never
explicitly defines this ideology. At best, he sketches those specific political
struggles, in Britain and elsewhere, that would necessarily take him beyond
structure to process and behavior. But he agrees with David Brion Davis
that abolitionism was related to the need to legitimate an emerging system
based upon free (i.e. wage) labor. What Eltis repeatedly calls "economie
growth" is more precisely the self-sustained economie growth associated
with the social relations of industrial capitalism and the attendant de-
velopment of mass consumerism. Thus abolitionism both shaped and drew
strength from the process that was redefining the relationship between
capital and labor in Britain. By the end of the late eighteenth century,
British wage earners were increasingly afflicted with "want creation," and
British capitalists used it to expand internal markets and discipline wage-
earners into greater productivity in the absence, or better said, because
of the political impossibility, of extra-economie coercion. In a slight twist
to Sidney Mintz's argument in Sweetness and power (1985) Eltis notes
that such slave-grown staples as sugar "were quintessentially social and
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cultural products that .... may be seen as forerunners of the great mass
of products in modern high-income societies that are purchased in the
expectation that they will satisfy nonsubsistence or psychological needs
.... In the light of a system that relied on voluntary labor to satisfy individual
wants going beyond subsistence needs, forced labor appeared not only
inappropriate but counterproductive" (p. 20).

Emancipation in the Americas came to reflect ecumenical movements
against slavery and not merely particularist resistance to enslavement -
even as both usually converged and, at times were confounded, as slave
and free colored leaders dealt with political and tactical exigencies. In
the nineteenth century the British had emulators throughout the Americas
and not just among "local elites," as Eltis claims. Free colored artisans,
domestic slaves, and slave drivers, for example, as well as white intellectuals
and planters, demonstrated receptivity to trans-Atlantic ideological currents
in leading organized resistance to slavery, in Saint Domingue, Cuba, Brazil
and many other countries. Bureaucrats who presided over slaveholding
countries under siege referred not only to British political, military, and
diplomatic pressure and the rumblings from below but to "the spirit of
the century," the temper of the times. To some degree slave emancipation
became a kind of acid test of whether one was civilized or not, progressive
or not. After all, the dramatic ascendancy of Britain to global power in
the nineteenth century had to impress many observers - from white
bureaucrats in Brazil to slave dockworkers in Cuba - with the superiority
of free over slave labor. For Brazil and Cuba, the two leading slave-
importing countries of the nineteenth century, Eltis notes, "Abolitionist
values were not organic .... Indigenous abolition movements notwithstan-
ding, the ultimate ideological pressure for change came from outside their
societies rather than within" (p. 148).

Robin Blackburn's learned, subtle, and wide-ranging study, The over-
throw of colonial slavery, 1776-1848, complements Eltis' book. Like Eltis,
Blackburn has a broad vision: his unit of analysis is nothing less than
the trans-Atlantic world during the Age of Revolution. Unlike Eltis, he
shows little interest in economics. Instead, based on a close and generally
careful reading of a formidable range of secondary sources, he details
the separate yet interrelated political processes that legitimated, however
uneasily, capitalist social relations in Britain and led to the destruction
of slavery in the Americas. He focuses on the history of British antislavery
but also includes insightful chapters on the problem of slavery in the United
States, the French Antilles, South America, Cuba and Brazil, with due
attention to the results of the American Revolution (1776), the Saint
Domingue Revolution (1791), and the Spanish American revolutions (1808-
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1825). "Slavery," he concludes, "was not overthrown for economie reasons
but where it became politically untenable" (p. 520).

After a condensed discussion of antislavery sources in the pre-eighteenth
century Western world, Blackburn analyzes the secularizing political context
of Hanoverian Britain to understand the birth of public protests against
slavery. Three nonsuccessive chapters carry the story of British antislavery
in stages: through rapid advances bef ore the French Revolution, retreat
before a reactionary backlash, resurgence after the collapse of the Peace
of Amiens in 1803 - when the abolition of Britain's colonial slave trade
became "the least controversial reform that could be undertaken" (p. 295)
- to the triumphant culmination of gradual emancipation in the British
colonies in 1838.

In this political narrative Blackburn suggests how important antislavery
ideology was in translating capitalist power into capitalist authority in
Britain. Seymour Drescher (1987: 24, 166), in his seminal work on popular
abolitionism, has argued for abolitionism as a consensual movement in
which "working men and women played a direct and decisive role in bringing
chattel slavery to an end." The "libertarian heritage" that Drescher says
informed thè antislavery movement and to which "all groups subscribed"
may have served as the great national force that it did because it was
sufficiently flexible to contain class antagonisms and to propel reform.
By combining the interests of rulers and ruled within a common discourse
and shared vocabulary, abolitionism embodied substantial contradictions
and diversity of meaning. In short, as national policy, it promoted domestic
euphony at a time of disharmony, unity within difference, containment
without control, when the traditional order was rapidly fragmenting under
the pressures of industrial capitalism. Why abolitionism was receivable
as an ideology across class lines is a subject Blackburn skillfully addresses.

Abolitionism, with its roots in a centuries-old popular anti-slavery reflex, also appeared
to offer guarantees for the future - basically a guarantee that the enlarged circuit
of capital accumulation would not simply reinforce and extend personal bondage
.... Emancipationism was certainly compatible with ideal projections of wage labour
and thus congruent with capitalist industrialisation. But the ideal of 'free labour'
or 'independent labour' which abolitionism claimed to protect had popular appeal
because it could also be taken to refer to the small producer, the artisan or the
professional, each of whom were free to work on their own account rather than
for a capitalist (p. 533).

Certainly for the specifically capitalist elements within a generalized
antislavery movement, advocacy of antislavery projected a sense of unity
and social responsibility that for other groups the ascendancy of laissez-
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faire economics, utilitarian calculus, and possessive individualism had called
into question.

Of necessity, Blackburn looks far more closely than Eltis at the con-
tributions of religion, popular abolitionism, and the emancipationist
initiatives of slaves, free people of color, and other groups in the Americas.
Despite some overly romantic language about all forms of slave resistance,
he appears to agree with Eugene Genovese (1979) that the slave revolution
in Saint Domingue was epoch-making in its results. Among other things,
it marked a turning point in the patterns of slave resistance, an integration
of American slave revolts into the revolutionary politics and ideology of
Europe. "Part of the grandeur of the great French Revolution is that it
came to sponsor slave emancipation in the Americas; and part of the
grandeur of the great Revolution in St. Domingue/Haiti is that it suc-
cessfully defended the gains of the French Revolution against France itself'
(p. 259). With the Saint Domingue revolution slaves engaged events in
the wider world that made general emancipation inexorable. The existence
of Haiti intensified the force of collective slave resistance everywhere in
the Hemisphere, for, after all, existence proves possibility. Slave resistance
may not have emancipated the slaves in the British West Indies, but it
made points that were not lost on a restive public and Parliamentary
legislators.

Among the recent entrants into the debate on the relationship between
capitalism and the origins of British antislavery, Thomas Haskell (1987:
829-852) has argued that the market "had the incidental effect of expanding
the sphere of causal perception within which everyday affairs proceeded,
pushing people over a threshold of perception such that the most sensitive
moralists among them no longer found passive sympathy an adequate
response." There are many problems with this argument, and it is unlikely
to survive the devastating criticism of David Brion Davis, who pointed
out, among other things, that Haskell must then explain why the British
and not the Dutch originated the antislavery movement and why so many
middle-class women, effectively outside the market nexus, participated so
prominently in the crusade.

The books by Eltis and Blackburn contain additional criticism. Few
people in the nineteenth century had broader horizons, engaged in more
sophisticated, long-distance market activity, and thus were better prepared
to cross Haskell's perceptual threshold than the merchants involved directly
or indirectly in the slave system. But, as Eltis points out with respect
to British merchants resident in slaveholding countries, they "tended to
adopt the attitudes of the [local] commercial environment" (p. 148). For
Blackburn, the antislavery activity of the cosmopolitan Quakers emanated
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less from their market activities pushing them on to humanitarianism than
from the moral example of their women, coupled with their own recognition
that market activity was "dulling" their "moral faculties" (p. 137). Even
in its early phases British antislavery had a mass base, so Haskell must
explain its attraction to such groups as wage-earners, domestics, rural
labourers, and tenant farmers. Near the end of his book, Blackburn explicitly
answers the question raised by Haskell:

Maïket forces often worked with an impetsonality and ruthlessness that actually
permitted and promoted a circuit of capitalist accumulation nourished by slave
exploitation. The abolitionists found that it was not easy to win over those most
directly involved in the slave-related trades; consumer boycotts had negligible effect
while businessmen faced with a profitable investment saw no reason to leave it to
a rival. While a few individuals did withdraw for ethical reasons from involvement
in slavery there was not a shortage of those willing to take their place. Markets
set up a structure which appeared to erase individual responsibility for the pattern
of resultant action (p. 535).

Blackburn adds, perhaps with a touch of sarcasm, that if antislavery was
strenghtfened-by the market it was through the slaves who "saw a market
in labour power as preferable to a market in human beings" (p. 535).
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The British West Indies during the American Revolution. SELWYN H.H.
CARRINGTON. The Netherlands: Foris Publications, 1988. 222 pp. (Paper
Dfl. 30,-)

At the outbreak of the American Revolution, there were thirty-two British
colonies in America. A substantial historical literature has sought to explain
how the nineteen colonies that did not revolt responded to the Revolution
and what impact it had upon them. Based upon extensive research in
both economie and political records, Selwyn H.H. Carrington's volume
is the most ambitious and most successful effort yet undertaken to address
these questions as they relate to the eleven British West Indian colonies.
The author's principal thesis is that the Revolution had a profound impact
upon the West Indies, where it both inaugurated a long-term economie
decline and intensified a longstanding movement for local political auto-
nomy.

Seven of ten substantive chapters treat the economie impact of the
Revolution. Reaffïrming Richard B. Sheridan's earlier contention that "1775
was the watershed date in the unrestricted economie growth of the sugar
colonies" (p. 1), Carrington adduces much evidence to illustrate the vibrancy
of the West Indian colonial economies during the three decades beginning
in the mid-1740s. For the British West Indies as a whole, this was an
era of phenomenal economie expansion that saw a significant extension
of plantation agriculture in Jamaica and the establishment of five new
colonies: the Virgin Islands, in the 1750s, and the four ceded island colonies
in 1763. Although wars, natural disasters such as droughts and hurricanes,
and adverse market conditions occasionally brought short-term economie
reversals, production throughout these years moved steadily upward, and
profits remained high. Even an older colony like Barbados, which had
earlier experienced serious economie difficulties, enjoyed mild prosperity.

As Carrington appreciates, the ingredients in this success were many
and complex. Chiefly, they included an expanding world market for sugar,
coffee, and other West Indian products; preferential treatment in British
metropolitan markets; low transportation costs; a seemingly limitless supply
of relatively inexpensive slave labor from Africa; and cheap provisions
and lumber from the American mainland colonies. Thoroughly dominated
by North American merchants, the North American-West Indian trade
had proven of enormous mutual benefit to both sets of colonies, Carrington
regarding it as the single most important element in the economie health
of the sugar islands. "Throughout the colonial period", he writes, "the
prosperity of the sugar islands" had been "guaranteed by their unrestricted
trade with the continent" (p. 25).
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More fully than any previous writer, Carrington shows the extent to
which the U.S. War for Independence adversely affected the economies
of the West Indian colonies. Disruption of established trading patterns
by the activities of American privateers and, later, the French navy both
drove up freight rates and insurance and reduced "the flow of slaves to
a trickle" (p. 102). Even more significant, in Carrington's view, were the
prohibitions on commerce with the revolting colonies. Notwithstanding
the development of a brisk contraband trade through foreign islands, the
stoppage of established trade flows, he shows in some detail, both created
a major subsistence crisis in the islands and raised prices for provisions
and lumber to levels that cut sharply into profits. Increased imports from
Britain and Ireland could not supply existing food and lumber requirements.
Rising prices did not offset accelerating costs. The consequences were
malnutrition and starvation among slaves and heavy economie losses among
the planters. "By the end of the war," Carrington writes, "few planters
were able to meet the costs of their estates and most were heavily indebted"
(p. 180).

So profound were the economie consequences of the war, the author
contends in seconding a contemporary opinion held by Edward Long and
Bryan Edwards, among others, that they "initiated the continuous decline
of the British West Indies." By sapping "the resilience so characteristic
of eighteenth century planters," he writes, the "Revolution had virtually
broken" their "spirit" (p. 66). Britain's refusal after the war to permit
the unrestricted resumption of the North American-West Indian trade
perpetuated the downward economie slide through the 1780s. Although
dislocations caused by the French Revolution subsequently enabled the
British West Indian plantation system to survive for several more decades,
the separation of the North American colonies was thus, in Carrington's
opinion, the principal reason for its eventual demise.

By concluding his study in 1787, the author has not provided the evidence
necessary to verify this conclusion. Much more work on the extent - and
character - of the West Indian economie revival of the 1790s and the
first decade of the nineteenth century needs to be done before it will be
possible to evaluate the long-term effects of the American Revolution upon
the West Indian economy. In the meantime, although few will dispute
the seriousness of its short-term impact, about which Carrington has written
so effectively, many will continue to put greater emphasis on the later
abolition of slavery in explaining the economie decline of the sugar colonies.

If the economie effects of the American War for Independence were
disastrous for the West Indian colonies, the political were quite salutary,
at least from the perspective of traditional island political objectives. In
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three short chapters, Carrington sketches the political histories of four
colonies - Jamaica, Barbados, St. Vincent, and St. Kitts - just before
and during the war years. The brevity of these chapters prevents firm
conclusions. If, however, the trends reported obtained generally, the West
Indian colonies not only shared Continental political ideology before and
during the war but also managed to make significant strides in their
longstanding quest for local autonomy. Worsening economie conditions
and shared hostility to British colonial policy enhanced political cons-
ciousness among West Indian leaders, who exhibited considerable pro-
republican sentiment during the war. Moreover, despite Carrington's
subscription to the old cliché that absenteeism had sharply "reduced" (p.
159) the effectiveness of white leadership in the islands by the last half
of the eighteenth century, his material leaves little doubt that local
assemblies were yet extraordinarily vigorous political institutions with
marked continuity of leadership that, in any contest of authority, was
more than a match for any Crown governor.

Observing that the only "major difference" on the political and cons-
titutional issues surrbunding the American Revolution between the island
and Continental colonies was "the length to which they would go to achieve
their aims" (p. 139), Carrington once again briefly addresses the old
question of why the islands did not join the continent in the struggle for
independence. Not unconventional, his explanation stresses in descending
order of importance planter absenteeism, deeper economie and cultural
links with Britain, greater strategie vulnerability, and a numerically vastly
superior slave population, a rank order that this reviewer would arrange
exactly in reverse.

JACK P. GREENE
Department of History
The Johns Hopkins University
Baltimore, Md. 21218, U.S.A.

Patricios y plebeyos: burgueses, hacendados, artesanos y obreros. Las
relaciones de clase en elPuerto Rico de cambio de siglo. ANGEL G. QUINTERO

RIVERA. Rio Piedras, P.R. Ediciones Huracan, 1988. 332 pp. (Paper n.p.)

Angel Quintero is one of the leading members of a group of Puerto Rican
scholars who in recent years, under the umbrella of the Centro de Estudios
de la Realidad Puertorriquefia, have carried out a number of innovating
and stimulating studies in which the Puerto Rican past is subjected to
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the methods and interests of anthropology and sociology. Readers of this
journal are acquainted with a good example of Quintero's approach ('The
rural-urban dichotomy in the formation of Puerto Rico's cultural identity',
NWIG, 61, 3/4, pp. 127-145).

The book under review contains five of Quintero's other contributions
to this 'new Puerto Rican historiography', several of which are revisions
of earlier articles. Each is presented as a chapter.

The first chapter offers a splendid analytic description of the role and
function of Puerto Rico's main cities, San Juan and Ponce, around the
turn of the century. Partly elaborating his NWIG article, Quintero jux-
taposes the origins, social and economie structures, styles, symbols and
ethos of both towns. San Juan is depicted as the walled city, the domain
of officialdom and the military, and the main import center; Ponce as
the increasingly important domain of those social classes that were linked
to the cultivation and export of agricultural products; San Juan as a bulwark
of colonialism, Ponce as a bastion of an emergent 'native' bourgeoisie.
Fascinating pages in this essay deal with the ways in which the architecture
of both cities reflects these contrasts, and with the role of Ponce in the
cultivation of the danza and its elevation to a national symbol.

A related theme is discussed in the fourth chapter. The hacendado class
(with many immigrants in its midst), aspiring to evolve from regional to
national hegemony, had to depend on the letrados for the elaboration
of an ideology which would legitimize these aspirations. But, even though
many professionals had close ties with the landowning and commercial
elite, their group interests were not entirely identical. Each group was
bent on increasing its own power and influence, and used for this purpose
its own resources and instruments. By subtly analyzing the work of such
turn-of-the century letrados as Brau, Hostos and Romero, Quintero
attempts to unravel the complex relations between their ideas about how
(Puerto Rican) society was, or should be, organized on the one hand,
and the changing social environment of which they were a part, on the
other.

The middle of the book deals with a later period (1900-1934) and with
topics of a more narrowly political and economie nature.

Chapter three shows how the bright future envisaged by the leaders
of the Partido Socialista and based on their expectation of an increasing
proletarization resulting from the industrialization of sugarcane production,
was dimmed when, from the mid-twenties on, it became clear that
unemployed, rather than proletarians, were growing in number.

Chapter four presents an analysis of the effects the expansion of the
modern sugarcane sector had on political ideology and election results.
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In his final chapter, the author confronts his earlier Conflictos de clase
en Puerto Rico (San Juan, Ed. Huracan, 1977) with the results of subsequent
research by himself and others. In this way the reader is made a witness
to the ongoing and lively debate among the various participants of 'the
new Puerto Rican historiography', an inspiring endeavor of which Quin-
tero's book is a prime example.

H. HOETINK
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