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BOOK REVIEWS

First encounters: Spanish explorations in the Caribbean and the United
States, 1492-1570. JERALD T. MILANICH & SUSAN MILBRATH (eds.)- Gaines-
ville FL: Florida Museum of Natural History & University Presses of Flor-
ida, 1989. 221 pp. (Cloth US$ 44.95, Paper US$ 16.95)

JAY B. HAVISER
Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology
of the Netherlands Antilles (AAINA)
Willemstad, Curagao

In these days of modern publishing, when it is important to write for both
popular and professional audiences to get a book widely distributed, First
encounters meets that requirement, with an emphasis on the former rather
than the latter. Once the reader accepts the popular emphasis of this book, it
is quite enjoyable reading for historical developments relating to sixteenth-
century Spanish contact with the New World. However, the title could as
easily have been "First Europeans," as the Amerindians of the sixteenth
century, being the "encountered" peoples, are only marginally discussed in
this book, primarily from observing European perspectives.

As the ninth publication of the Ripley P. Bullen Monographs in Anthro-
pology and History series, this volume consists of one introductory chapter,
nine chapters on early Spanish explorations in the southeastern United
States, and three chapters on Spanish explorations in the Caribbean. The
layout of the book is pleasing to the eye, with extensive color photographs
and drawings, all accompanied by lengthy explanatory captions. This surely
relates to the fact that this book accompanied a 1989 traveling exhibit of the
Florida Museum of Natural History, also entitled First encounters. There-
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fore, it is not surprising that most of the authors are also associated, either
by direct employment or previous graduate studies, to the Florida Museum
of Natural History.

The introductory chapter, by Jerald Milanich and Susan Milbrath, has a
well-explained, but not overly detailed, chronology of events leading to the
formation of an Iberian power base, by King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella,
which eventually became Spain. These developments are then tied to
Columbus's quest to explore a passage to the East Indies, with a brief out-
line of his four voyages. However, the continuation of this chapter reveals
the true focus of the book, with the majority of the texts about the south-
eastern United States, called La Florida, and only superficial discussion of
explorations in the Caribbean.

William Keegan's chapter about the first landfall of Columbus gives good
cross-references to various "first landfall" theories by other authors. He
argues that the ambiguous translations from the earliest documents are one
of the key problems in locating Columbus's landfall. Yet, by using geo-
graphic and archaeological evidence from the Bahamas, Keegan concludes
that Watling Island, today renamed San Salvador, was the first landfall of
Columbus in 1492.

The second chapter related to the Caribbean, by Kathleen Deagan, dis-
cusses the search for La Navidad, Columbus's 1492 settlement on Hispa-
niola (Haiti). The operative word here is "search," as locating the site
through historical documentation and local amateur archaeological
research is a large part of this essay. Nonetheless, this is one of the few
chapters in the book to address the subject of Amerindian contexts prior to
and during early Spanish contact. Based on archaeological excavations of a
large Taino-Arawak village at En Bas Saline, it is suggested that the Spanish
settlement of La Navidad was associated, due to the presence of artif actual,
and particularly faunal and paleobotanical, evidence at this Amerindian
site. Although the evidence is not substantial enough for Deagan to con-
clude that the fortress of La Navidad has been found, she does believe that
the site of En Bas Saline is a strong candidate for the location.

Eugene Lyon's chapter about Columbus's favorite ship, Nina, is a well-
documented and interesting account of the physical ship itself. However,
the chapter seems to be misplaced in this book, as it does not really fit with
the historical development themes of the other papers.

The last chapter related to the Caribbean, by Charles Ewen and Maurice
Williams, describes the archaeology of Puerto Real, an early sixteenth-cen-
tury Spanish town located nearby Deagan's study area at En Bas Saline on
Hispaniola. By using historical documentary evidence, combined with
extensive archaeological excavations, they outline characteristics of an
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early Spanish village. Two important contributions of this chapter are the
identification of internal settlement distribution patterns of masonry struc-
tures, which gives an indication of town planning at the time, and a quality
photograph of majolica artifacts, which unfortunately come from a private
collection rather then their own controlled excavations.

Chapter Six begins with the first of several studies about Hernando de
Soto's 1539-43 expedition through the southeastern United States. Written
by Charles Hudson, Chester DePratter, and Marvin Smith, it gives a
detailed account of the various historical reconstructions of de Soto's route,
many of which are based on later expeditions through the area by Tristian
de Luna (1559-61) and Juan Pardo (1566-68); it is well organized, with his-
torical documentation and supporting archaeological and physical anthro-
pological evidence. An important aspect of this chapter is that the authors
deal, albeit briefly, with issues of the effect of contact on indigenous Amer-
indian peoples.

Jeffrey Mitchem's chapter describes artifactual evidence of the Narvaez
(1528) and de Soto expeditions in Florida. Mitchem provides some valuable
photographs and site locational evidence relating to sixteenth-century
Spanish artifacts. These data are quite useful for professional readers, par-
ticularly archaeologists.

Like the previous chapter, Charles Ewen's focuses on the artifactual evi-
dence from the sixteenth century. He uses the artifacts from the Martin site
in north Florida to confirm that site as de Soto's 1539-40 winter camp loca-
tion.

Chapter Nine follows the Tristan de Luna expedition of 1559-61. Written
by Charles Hudson, Marvin Smith, Chester DePratter, and Emilia Kelley, it
has a great deal of repetition of historical sequences from earlier chapters
about various expeditions. However, there are new data presented which
relate to the de Luna expedition observations of impacts on the Amer-
indians after de Soto had passed through the area.

The most thorough account of an Amerindian society during the contact
period is presented in Chapter Ten by Marvin Smith. Smith uses the Coosa
chiefdom society of the southeastern Appalachians for his example of
demographic collapse and political disintegration as a result of contact with
two Spanish expeditions in the sixteenth century. This chapter balances his-
torical documents with archaeological evidence in such a way that his argu-
ments become clear and reasonable. Smith goes beyond a simple assertion
that diseases killed massive numbers of Amerindians to explore population
movements as a result of people fleeing diseased areas, and the subsequent
ramifications of reduced and redistributed populations on political systems.
Another important contribution of this chapter is the observation that the

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:14:10PM
via free access



252 New West Indian Guidei'Nieuwe West-Indische Gids vol. 66 no.3&4 (1992)

effect of culture change among the Amerindians (as a result of contact with
the Spanish) was not acculturation, but rather deculturation or the loss of
cultural elements. Smith suggests that the Amerindians were not becoming
hispanicized, but were simply losing aspects of their own culture. This is
certainly one of the strongest chapters of the book.

In Chapter Eleven, Eugene Lyon does find a subject of relevant applica-
tion for this book. His chapter documents the plans of Pedro Menéndez for
developing the entirety of La Florida for the Spanish Crown. Lyon demon-
strates his skill as an historian with the detailed quality of this chapter, which
shows that many of the early plans for the region were never realized.

For a perspective of lifeways in early Spanish La Florida and specifically
at St. Augustine, Edward Chane and Kathleen Deagan have compiled an
interesting review in Chapter Twelve. Using primarily archaeological data,
they make several important comments relating to social life in an early
Spanish community, particularly in regard to genetic and cultural mixing of
Spaniards and Amerindians, as well as to status indicators in material cul-
tural remains. One small inconsistency, however, is to be pointed out in this
chapter, when the authors refer to the wattle and daub construction tech-
nique as of the Old World (p. 178), after Ewen (in Chapter Eight) had previ-
ously noted it for the pre-Columbian Apalachee (p. 117). Although this
construction technique could well have been used in both regions, multiple
origin potential should have been indicated.

The final chapter of the book, by Susan Milbrath, is an interesting popular
review of early European artistic representations of the New World and its
people. Milbrath has presented a well-documented description of Euro-
pean biases, and the adaptive nature of fantastic representation in Euro-
pean art. This chapter is particularly well suited for the closing of the book,
as it challenges readers to re-evaluate their own perspectives of Amer-
indians and how Europeans recorded them.

With a strong focus on the southeastern United States, and only a few
references to the Caribbean (Haiti and the Bahamas), this book is clearly of
more interest to North American than Caribbean readers. Indeed, this
should be expected from a book written to accompany a museum exhibit
traveling only in the United States. Overall, First encounters is enjoyable
reading for the general public, with some information useful to professional
historians and archaeologists.
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The Libro de las profecias of Christopher Columbus: an en face edition.
DELANO C. WEST & AUGUST KLING, translation and commentary. Gaines-
ville FL: University of Florida Press, 1991. x + 274 pp. (Cloth US$ 49.95)

MARVIN LUNENFELD

Department of History
State University of New York
Fredonia NY 14060, U.S.A.

When all the biographies, picture books based on TV shows, museum cata-
logues, and encyclopedias issued to commemorate the Quincentenary are
assessed, this important document, issued in its original languages with fac-
ing translation, should stand high at the top of the list. Every library with
any pretensions to scholarship needs a copy. Until August Kling undertook
this translation the text was inaccessible, except to a multilingual scholar
who could locate one of the 560 copies of the Reccolta of 1892-94. Delano
West has contributed three introductory essays on Columbus's intellectual
and cultural background, his piety and faith, and the history and meaning of
the Libro, which are alone well worth the volume's price.

Upon his return to Spain in chains during November 1500, after his third
voyage, Columbus compiled this notebook of biblical passages, plus theo-
logical glosses and a hodgepodge of ancient and medieval quotes and origi-
nal poems. He worked on it only a few months, but evidently it had been on
his mind for quite a long time. The text was intended to be sent off with a
long letter to Ferdinand and Isabella, for the purpose of inspiring them to
finance a fourth trip, which would fulfill various millenarian prophecies.
Columbus believed that the passages he (and those who assisted him)
assembled proved he had indeed fulfilled ancient prophecies about uncov-
ering unknown islands and mainland, and that further explorations would
lead to the discovery of Solomon's gold mines in the Indies. Columbus
would thereby provide Ferdinand and Isabella the means to conquer the
Holy Land, rebuild Solomon's Temple, convert all humans to Christianity,
and so préparé for the much awaited end of the world, which he calculated
was coming in a mere 150 years.

It has become traditional for scholars, embarrassed by the theological
writings of Columbus's later years, to write the Libro off as the ranting of an
increasingly disturbed personality. Yet, by placing the focus on Columbus's
mystic side this edition of the Libro provides us with a salutary antidote to
the notion that his was ever primarily a scientific and rational mind. In his
youth he believed that the Holy Ghost spoke to him, saying his name would
be proclaimed throughout the world. From the time he arrived at the court
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of Ferdinand and Isabella he identified himself as one with a mission - a
"man sent by God" - although this claim was somewhat less unusual than
the editor believes. After all, it is about as common in late Medieval Europe
to find men (like Luther, to name one) who were sure God spoke through
them as it now is to encounter fervent apostles of free enterprise in Repub-
lican administrations.

The Libro also solves one of the puzzles of Columbian scholarship by
demonstrating exactly what Columbus offered to his listeners by way of
"proof' that his Great Enterprise would succeed. As early as a marginal
note which can be dated to 1481 the eschatological themes are already there,
although no doubt they gained fuller development as disappointment fol-
lowed disappointment. The Libro suggests that Columbus promoted,
through the liberal use of Biblical references, his quests for distant "islands
of the sea," "lands far off," and nations "who have not heard" the gospel.
One of Columbus's principal spiritual motivations in roaming the world is,
unfortunately, not provable given the present state of the manuscript. Just at
the point where the Libro first mentions the Franciscan Joachimite tradition
of the Three Ages, pages have been ripped out by an unknown hand, pos-
sibly to protect Columbus or his descendants from the charge of holding a
heretical position.

Granted the enormous importance of the Libro to Columbian scholar-
ship, the text proves to be a typically disordered Medieval grab bag of ran-
dom quotes, given form by only the flimsiest of classifications. With, for
example, twenty-six unfocused biblical selections under the vague heading
of "islands," we would today call this a raw data base. Items are included
which seem to have nothing whatsoever to do with his mission, such as
"Psalm 150 (in its entirety: "Let every spirit praise the Lord. Amen.") Al-
though West assures us it was unusual for a layman like Columbus to read
the Bible with such careful exegesis, it is difficult to teil how much of the
compilation or its intellectual apparatus actually came from his mind, since
key passages are in the handwriting of Father Gaspar Gorricio and others.

West finds no evidence for a converso interpretation of the holy scrip-
tures, thus refuting Madariaga and others who look for Jewish roots in the
explorer's heritage. Columbus is, however, broad-minded: "I believe that
the Holy Spirit works among Christians, Jews and Muslims, and among men
of every faith, not merely among the learned, but also among the unedu-
cated" (p. 150). Another of many surprises found in his text.
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From Spaniard to Creole: the archaeology of cultural formation at Puerto
Real, Haiti. CHARLES R. EWEN. Tuscaloosa AL: University of Alabama
Press, 1991. xvi + 155 pp. (Paper US$ 15.95)

SlIZANNAH ENGLAND
Department of Archaeology
University of Cambridge
Cambridge CB2 3DZ, England

This is to date the only publication in print on the historical archaeology of
one of Spain's earliest New World settlements. In this, his first book, Ewen
clearly describes research at Puerto Real, occupied circa 1503-1605 and
located on Hispaniola's north coast (fifteen kilometers east of Cap Haitien).
lts major strength lies in a theoretical approach whereby the author
attempts an analysis of a too-often neglected aspect of culture contact, that
of the Spaniards' adaptation to the New World. This comes in the wake of
acculturation studies which have ignored a crucial factor in such contact: the
fact that both colonizer and colonized exchanged cultural values, creating a
creole environment.

Ewen provides a thorough and interesting background to Spanish New
World involvement, touching on European political events, Spain's econ-
omy and society, and early colonization efforts. His account of Puerto Re-
al's history explains the change in 1520 from Amerindian to African labor
used for the expanding hide industry, and how the port became a trans-
portation backwater. Illegal trade ensured the town's survival, but various
hardships and Spain's dissatisfaction with smuggling reduced her interest in
the settlement's future and others like it, culminating in the depopulation of
the western third of the island by 1605 and subsequent French involvement.

The author describes the remarkable re-discovery of Puerto Real by a
missionary who encouraged Haitians to show him the "treasures" they
found, including a sixteenth-century four-maravedi piece. Archaeological
fieldwork in 1979-82 and 1984-85 was sponsored by local, regional, and
American organizations, with due thanks being given to the hard working
Haitian site crew. Ewen explains the survey techniques and excavations,
concentrating on the 1984-85 field season. This was designed to determine
patterns in the material culture that reflect Spanish creolization, the central
theme being to test new data with hypotheses posed in Deagan's research
on eighteenth-century St. Augustine in Florida. Deagan concluded that
while therè was a conservatism in maintaining Spanish elements in "socially
visible" objects like clothing and religious articles, acculturation occurred
between native female and Spanish male elements which had a "low visibil-
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ity" status, for example in the area of subsistence. Puerto Real is an ideal site
for comparison, since a predominantly male colonizing group came into
contact with a normal sex distribution of Amerindians.

The most recent excavation involved a "high-status" occupation area of
the late period, the material remains of which could be compared with ear-
lier excavations of "high-status" early period settlement (the 1550 cut-off
date falling midway in the site's occupation with certain ceramics unavail-
able before this date). I would have preferred to see a comparison between
perhaps earlier stronger Amerindian and later stronger African influences
on the creolizing of the Spaniards. From this we might better understand
whether we can detect stages in the acculturation process over this brief
period.

As Ewen clearly states, ceramics associated with "low social visibility"
food preparation and storage activities are the most abundant artifacts of
their type at Puerto Real, and crucial here for understanding the accultur-
ation of Spaniard to creole. For reference purposes ceramic illustrations
would have been more useful with scales and color photographs. Unfortu-
nately it is unclear where maiolica (not "majolica") types were made, and
whether there is any concrete evidence for identifying certain "utilitarian
wares" as European, with others being classified as "colono- and aboriginal
wares" of New World origin. In order to better comprehend which ceramics
are indeed creole ware, we must begin to determine provenience for clay
sources, to understand the chaine opératoire in the production, use, and
discard of those ceramics, because it is, for instance, erroneous in many
cases to identify ceramic origins solely on the basis of technology and form.
The assumption made regarding marks found on some maiolica itself
deserves further investigation. Try scratching through a fired lead-tin glaze
... it is nearly impossible!

Despite this lack of clarity on certain points, Ewen has provided research-
ers with data for comparative testing of material from regional sites colo-
nized by different cultural groups. He concludes that creole influences were
discovered in food-preparation activities and in diet, but not in regard to
status-related artifacts, or architectural style and interior furnishings. This
result is important for improving our understanding of cultures in contact,
and this book is to be highly recommended for its theoretical approach, one
which historians and archaeologists alike ought to consider.
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Intervention in the Caribbean: the Dominican Crisis of 1965. BRUCE

PALMER, Jr. Lexington KY: University Press of Kentucky, 1989. (Paper US$
23.00)

Military crisis management: U.S. intervention in the Dominican Republic,
1965. HERBERT G. SCHOONMAKER. Westport CT: Greenwood Press, 1990.
152 pp. (Cloth US$ 37.95)

PlERO GLEIJESES

School of Advanced International Studies
Washington D.C. 20036, U.S.A.

In this post-Vietnam period of U.S. military victories - Grenada, Panama,
and now Iraq - it is good to read of an earlier U.S. victory: the invasion of the
Dominican Republic in late April 1965. Like the other three, it had one
great virtue: very few American casualties.

General Bruce Palmer, author of Intervention in the Caribbean, is well
qualified to teil this story: he was the commander of the U.S. troops in the
Dominican Republic. He writes well and is obviously an intelligent, sophis-
ticated man.

Unfortunately, he chooses to teil not a story but a fairy tale, in which the
dark underside is conveniently swept under a bridge. He avoids controversy
and provides a highly selective, cleansed account. His is an uplifting tale, to
be read to earnest cadets at campfires - a tale in which all the Americans are
good, and the "kindness and generosity" (p. 121) of the U.S. troops is met
by "the childlike faith [of the Dominican people] in the belief that the
United States could accomplish anything and make things right again"
(p. 56). The others - those who are on the wrong side - are not good. But
even here, General Palmer is restrained, severe, but more in sorrow than
anger.

Beyond a few generalities, and the occasional insightful remark, General
Palmer does not deal with the policy side of the story. As he points out, it
was the civilians who ran the show, and he was often in the dark - "left to fly
by the seat of my pants" (p. 88). As for military matters, he is discreet and,
when necessary, ready to rewrite the script. For example, he states that on
June 15 the outnumbered and outgunned rebels attacked the American
troops that encircled them in the capital. "In all, it was a disaster for [rebel
leader] Caamano," he muses. "His best troops had been badly mauled."
There is nothing wrong with Palmer's account, except one thing: it was not
the rebels who attacked the entrenched positions of the far stronger foe - it
was the Americans who attacked the rebels. Palmer's rendition reminds me
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of a Soviet professor who assured me, with equal equanimity, that it was
Finland that had attacked the Soviet Union in December 1939.

Similarly, in describing the "loyalist" assault against the rebels in the
northern part of the capital in mid-May 1965, Palmer blandly repeats the
official story that U.S. troops remained neutral while the battle raged for
several days - an untruth that has been fully exposed by dozens of journal-
ists who witnessed the onslaught.

In September 1965, the provisional government of Héctor Garcia Godoy
was installed. This was, Palmer says, a fair negotiated settlement, and he
proceeds to extoll the "historie role" of Ambassador Ellsworth Bunker who
had accomplished "an unparalleled feat of diplomacy in bringing about a
peaceful and democratie resolution to the conflict" (p. 136). This fair and
democratie settlement left one side (the antirebel or "loyalist" side) in con-
trol of all the senior military positions, that is, in control of the armed forces
and the police; it was, as events would demonstrate, not a fair settlement but
a negotiated surrender. As is amply evident to anyone who reads the min-
utes of the talks between Bunker and the rebels, this settlement was
achieved not by the skill of the American negotiator, but by the crushing
military superiority of the American troops.

This rosy account of the negotiations and fulsome praise of Bunker fol-
low a by-now well established tradition. But Palmer devotes unusual atten-
tion to an intriguing incident that occurred during the life of the provisional
government. At 9:30 a.m. on December 19,1965, several hundred Domin-
ican troops, supported by tanks and cannons, attacked a group of one
hundred rebel leaders who had congregated in the Hotel Matum in San-
tiago, the country's second city. The unequal battle lasted for eight hours,
and the attackers were unable to storm the hotel, despite their superior
armament. Finally, at 5:30 p.m., U.S. troops enforced a cease-fire.

In reporting the incident, the American press did not ask why it had taken
so long to impose a cease-fire - a question that more perceptive Dominicans
posed (see for instance Ahora, no. 114, January 3, 1966, pp. 6-22 and 37).
The rebels had immediately informed the provisional president of their pre-
dicament, and Garcia Godoy had called the American military headquar-
ters at once, asking them to intervene (as Garcia Godoy readily acknow-
ledged when I interviewed him in 1968). Why then the long delay? When I
asked General Palmer in 1977, his memory, excellent until that moment,
suddenly clouded: he could not remember the details. In Intervention in the
Caribbean, Palmer deals with the details - in a fashion - and concludes: "no
one analyzing the actual sequence of events can make a persuasive case for
deliberate stalling or delay in reacting" (p. 128). Word of the attack "did not
reach my headquarters until after twelve noon" (p.127) - that is, three hours
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after Garcia Godoy had called, and well after everybody else in the capital
had learned of the attack (telephones were working). By car, it takes about
two hours to reach Santiago from the capital - and the Americans used
helicopters to move their troops. Why, then, the delay? No doubt, patriotic
Americans will believe Palmer's account, but the poverty of his defense
fuels the suspicion that the Americans connived in an attempt to destroy the
rebel leadership and only imposed the cease fire when it was obvious that
the "loyalists" were unable to do the job and that to delay any longer might
have alerted even the American press.

Unlike General Palmer, Herbert Schoonmaker, author of Military crisis
management, was not a participant in the Dominican crisis. Why he wants to
describe it, I do not know. Except for a few pages on air operations (pp.
67-76) he has absolutely nothing new to say, and he repeats what others
have said without flair or insight. In his preface Schoonmaker thanks,
among others, the staff of the Johnson Library in Austin "for the extensive
use of their facilities." The Johnson Library does indeed house thousands of
recently declassified documents on the Dominican intervention, but judging
by Schoonmaker's failure to use any of them, he must have waltzed by the
library without stopping. Had he dealt as swiftly with the Dominican crisis
as he did with the Johnson Library, one more useless book would have been
spared us and several trees would still be standing.

War, cooperation, and conflict: the European possessions in the Caribbean,
1939-1945. FITZROY ANDRÉ BAPTISTE. Westport CT: Greenwood Press,
1988. xiv + 351 pp. (Cloth US$ 39.95)

JACQUELINE A. BRAVEBOY-WAGNER

Department of Political Science
The City University of New York
New York NY 10031, U.S.A.

Did you know that Aruba-Curacao-Venezuela ranked as the largest sup-
plier of oil to Hitler's Germany in the late 1930s? Or that "in 1942-1943 a
150-mile strip around Trinidad suffered the greatest concentration of ship-
ping losses experienced anywhere during World War II"? These and other
facts are to be found in this detailed historical study by Fitzroy Baptiste (see
pp. 30,144, respectively). The book describes the Caribbean's role in World
War II, including the formulation of the Anglo-American Destroyers-Bases
Agreement, the Allied occupation of the Netherlands Antilles, and the
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Vichy/anti-Vichy tensions as they affected the French Caribbean posses-
sions. The work is accompanied by detailed illustrations of command areas,
naval districts, force organization, and maps of various war zones. This is a
specialized text of primary interest to historians. It will also delight military
strategists as the author gives lengthy details about the Allied and German
war plans, plans with code names such as ABC-1, Asterisk, Barbarossa,
Bungalow, Rainbow, and Torch. In case the reader gets confused, an index
of code names is provided at the beginning of the book. However, there is
also insight to be gained by the non-historian who reads this study, even
though it may not be readily apparent. The key lies in clarifying the main
theme of the work which, unfortunately, the author hints at more than he
specifies.

The author's style is to delve right into his subject without any particular
mention of the main focus of the work. Halfway through, however, the
reader realizes that this is not simply a study of the events surrounding the
war in the Caribbean. In fact, the concluding sentence is a good guide to the
theme of the work: Baptiste notes, "the contemporary reality in the Carib-
bean area is that of United States preponderance of power and influence.
The events of World War II discussed in this study greatly enhance our
understanding of this state of affairs" (p. 220). In other words, the work can
best be understood as a chronicle of the rise of American power in the
Caribbean. As the author states, the Destroyers-Bases agreement was the
"culmination of the United States' quest for a lodgement in the British pos-
sessions of the Western Hemisphere, a quest that dated back to World War
I" (p. 60). The United States completed its quest for national and hemi-
spheric security (dating back to the enunciation of the Monroe Doctrine) by
various inter-American deals, including (with respect to the Caribbean)
deals with Venezuela and Brazil, and somewhat forced agreements with the
Netherlands. lts actions with respect to the French Antilles are perhaps the
most interesting: The United States first attempted unsuccessfully to pre-
serve its neutrality by collaborating with Vichy elements; later it ensured the
collapse of the Vichy regime in the French Antilles; and after the war it was
instrumental in preventing the takeover of the Gaullists in French Guiana,
Martinique, and Guadeloupe. Recognition of this theme of American
intrigue and power adds strength to the book: the author would have done
well to note this in an introductory chapter.

Although this is not a theoretical work, important insights can be gained
from it by those who deal with contemporary international events. For one,
the author highlights the role of resources in the war diplomacy: Trinidad's
oil, the Aruba-Curacao-Venezuela oil connection, and the bauxite
resources of Suriname and Guyana were all central to both Allied and
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German decisionmaking. For example, in justifying its occupation of Suri-
name, the U.S. government stated clearly that it was for the purpose of
"cooperation with the Armed Forces of the Netherlands in insuring ade-
quate protection to the Suriname bauxite mines" which then furnished sixty
percent of the requirements of the aluminum industry in the United States
(p. 121). The consideration also applied to the rest of the hemisphere.
Baptiste affirms that "Western Hemisphere resources made a critical contri-
bution to the outcome of World War II." These included "Mexican oil, anti-
mony, lead, zinc, and mercury; Cuban nickel; and Brazilian bauxite, quartz,
mica, and tantalite; [...] Venezuelan oil and cinchona. It was not by accident
that those countries were the focal point of United States and Allied inter-
est in 1942-1943" (p. 167). Today, as demonstrated in the recent Persian Gulf
war, resources continue to constitute a major basis for the security decision-
making of the more powerful countries.

The book also provides several good case studies of foreign policy deci-
sionmaking. In the Netherlands, for example, the monopoly of decision-
making by an inner cabinet provoked tensions between the included and
the excluded, particularly the excluded minister of colonies (p. 123).
Baptiste also provides much material about what international relations
theorists term the "operational environment" - all the geopolitical, inter-
nal, and international factors that affected final decisions, including some
rather fine points. For example, Dutch-U.S. negotiations were impeded by
Dutch fears of Venezuelan intentions towards the Netherlands Antilles; but
the cession of Patos Island to Venezuela was speeded up by the need for
British-Venezuelan cooperation. Finally, the author does a good job of
highlighting the important roles played by Roosevelt and Churchill in mak-
ing the Anglo-American bases agreement possible. Roosevelt is more or
less adamant, Churchill bends, but all is justified by global strategie and
political considerations (p. 100).

Overall, this is an extremely well researched and detailed work on a
rather specialized subject but one that has implications for the study of
contemporary events. The reader will have to exercise patience in going
through the initial chapters: the theme is unclear at the beginning and the
text is bogged down by details. However, patience is rewarded by a series of
fascinating details from Chapter 8 ("The Conclusion of the Leased Bases
Agreement") to the end.
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The Dutch Caribbean: prospects for democracy. BETTY SECOC-DAHLBERG
(ed.). New York: Gordon and Breach, 1990. xix + 333 pp. (Cloth US$ 67.00)

Europe and the Caribbean. PAUL SUTTON (ed.). London: Macmillan Carib-
bean, 1991. xii + 260 pp. (Paper £ 10.95)

PETER MEEL
Netherlands Organization for Scientific Research
P.O. Box 93120
2509 AC The Hague, the Netherlands

Up to the 1980s the Dutch Caribbean ranked as a region largely excluded
and neglected in the social sciences. This apparent disregard had to be attri-
buted not so much to scholars from the region itself or from the Nether-
lands, but particularly to their colleagues from the Anglophone, French,
and Hispanic parts of the Western Hemisphere. However, this lack of inter-
est was not without reason. After all, Suriname, the Netherlands Antilles,
and Aruba enjoyed the blessings of free trade and parliamentary democracy
and were heavily supported financially by their former mother country. In
comparison to neighboring Caribbean states, life in the Dutch-speaking ter-
ritories seemed uneventful and relatively light-hearted.

For many scholars professional interest in the Dutch Caribbean was
aroused only when the military in Suriname executed a coup d'etat in 1980
and afterwards drew their country into a series ofunexpected catastrophies.
With respect to the Netherlands Antilles and Aruba, the economie crisis of
the past decade and the growing political complexities characterizing the
relations with the Netherlands removed the barriers for scholarly attention.

Emphasizing this growing interest, editor Betty Sedoc-Dahlberg presents
The Dutch Caribbean: prospects for democracy as the "first synthesis of this
area available to a wide audience." It is true that it is the first single publi-
cation in English devoted to this region, but to be clear from the start it is not
a synthesis and one can argue about whether all parts of it will appeal to a
wide audience. The volume is characterized best as a collection of fourteen
essays divergent in length, quality, perspective, and approach. Four of the
essays deal with Suriname, seven with the Netherlands Antilles and Aruba,
and the remaining three with subjects only marginally touching upon the
countries mentioned.

The contributions on Suriname differ from the articles on the Nether-
lands Antilles and Aruba particularly as far as analysis, depth, and precision
are concerned. This is chiefly due to the fact that these chapters are not the
products of new research. Moreover all three authors generally draw their
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data from English-language and not from Dutch or Sranan sources. The two
essays by Sedoc-Dahlberg mainly repeat well-known facts and do not offer
any significant new explanation or interpretation. Tony Thorndike's contri-
bution attempts to periodize the "revolutionary process" following the mil-
itary takeover in 1980; unfortunately, the results are not satisfying since he
often fails to document correctly the chronology of events. Finally, Gary
Brana-Shute produces a well-written but rather short and anecdotal ac-
count of U.S.-Surinamese relations in the 1980s.

More articulate and definitely focusing on contemporary issues are the
contributions on the Netherlands Antilles and Aruba. Although one misses
separate chapters on Saba and St. Eustatius, the four other islands are
treated extensively. Robertico Croes and Lucita Moenir Alam's view on
Aruba's struggle for freedom within the Netherlands Antilles, Fabian Bade-
jo's portrait of St. Maarten, and Peter Verton's overview of Dutch decoloni-
zation politics following World War II are particularly convincing. The
three essays not only examine carefully the political and economie factors
that have a major influence on the future of the islands, but they do so in a
most accessible way. Given the intricacy of the problems discussed this is a
remarkable achievement.

The major shortcoming of The Dutch Caribbean is its apparent lack of
editorial care. This is illustrated by the fact that the reader has to do without
a coherent introduction explaining the purpose of the book and a conclud-
ing chapter putting the analyses and observations into perspective. There is
a sort of introduction stating that the volume's three objectives are to con-
tribute to a better understanding of the area "in regard to the future of
democracy," to provide a potential audience with a selection of "contempo-
rary issues in the Dutch Caribbean," and "to aid in the laborious process of
regional integration." However, these goals share an exceptional vagueness
and commonness; they are also not systematically used by the contributors
as points of reference. For this reason the book cannot claim any homoge-
neity. The heterogeneous nature of the volume is compounded by the many
textual repetitions and overlaps (compare, for example, the two essays by
Peter Verton) and a great number of spelling mistakes.

This is in marked contrast with the carefulness underlying Europe and the
Caribbean. There can be no doubt that editor Paul Sutton prepared his
project with a firm editorial conception, instructing his colleagues, and writ-
ing a clear introduction as well as a sound final paragraph. Anticipating the
integration of Europe towards a single market and the Quincentennial of
Columbus' arrival in the New World, Sutton's object is to present a compre-
hensive picture of the European presence in the Caribbean and to comment
on its expected development in the near future. In order to meet these goals
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he has divided his volume into three parts. In the first part the role of the
"traditional colonial powers," Britain, France, and the Netherlands, is ex-
amined. In the second part the emergence of the "new actors," the E.C.,
Spain, and the Soviet Union, is studied. In the third part the investigations
focus on the reaction to the evolving European presence by the Caribbean
states themselves, the neighboring Latin American countries, and the
United States.

With respect to the "traditional colonial powers," the authors conclude
that the forces of continuity have remained strong and that it is not to be
expected that in the near future the three states will deviate considerably
from their current policy. In this context the French policy of départementali-
sation is viewed as the most stable of the three. The reason is simple: this
policy still has not met with serious resistance either in France or in the
Départements d'Outre-Mer.

The former "special relationship" between Britain and the Common-
wealth Caribbean has gradually been transformed into a relationship based
on geopolitical interests. Practically, this means that Britain is now chiefly
concerned with combatting drug trafficking and guaranteeing security.
More than before this shift of accent has forced London to take into account
Washington's maneuvers in the Caribbean area.

The smallest of the "traditional colonial powers," the Netherlands, has
great problems arriving at a sound decolonization policy for the Nether-
lands Antilles and Aruba. Fearing social unrest, mass migration to the
Netherlands, growing financial costs, and the possible repetition of the
"Surinamese model decolonization," The Hague feels itself trapped into a
multitude of often contradictory arguments. The origins, weight, and mean-
ing of these arguments are explained well by Rosemarijn Hoefte and Gert
Oostindie.

According to Sutton the emergence of the E.C., Spain, and the Soviet
Union in the Caribbean did not challenge the traditional configuration of
European power in the Caribbean. Indeed the three "new actors" have
extended European influence and diversified the pattern of European
involvement in the region, but their importance should not be overesti-
mated. With the approaching integration of Europe, "the best days" of the
E.C. still seem on their way. Spain's commitment to the Caribbean is based
merely on a series of bilateral relations with her former colonies rather than
on any coherent policy, whereas the socio-economic weakness of the Soviet
Union for the present will prevent its influence from becoming more than
minimal. The essays on Spain by Jean Grugel and on the Soviet Union by
Peter Shearman rank among the finest in the volume.

For many Commonwealth Caribbean states the focus of attention has
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recently turned from Britain to the E.C., the United States, and Canada. For
them - as Andrés Serbin makes clear - the Latin American states do not
play any significant role. Mistrust and misjudgment - sharpened by an out-
spoken socio-cultural legacy - prevail in Caribbean-Latin American rela-
tions. The only country able to act as Europe's counter-weight and at the
same time as its geopolitical partner appears to be the United States. The
complex web of political ties between the United States and Europe from
the early nineteenth century onward is skillfully analyzed by Michael Eris-
man. His fascinating essay concentrates on four themes: manifest destiny
and U.S. global prestige; anti-communism and containment; human rights
and democracy; and American perspectives on developmental models.

In his concluding paragraph Sutton argues that Europe will maintain an
active presence in the Caribbean well beyond the year 2000. Those inter-
ested in Caribbean politics should hope that Sutton and his colleagues will
still report on those developments at that time.

Autoritarisme? y democracia en la politica dominicana. ROSARIO ESPINAL.
San José, Costa Rica: Ediciones CAPEL, 1987. 208 pp. (Paper n.p.)

MlCHIEL BAUD
Faculty of History
Erasmus University
P.O. Box 1738, 3000 DR Rotterdam, the Netherlands

Political practice has been changing in Latin America and the Caribbean
the last decennium, and so has political science. While until recently
research about political change was colored by strong moral and ideological
overtones, it has now taken a more pragmatic, analytical stance. Few politi-
cal scientists feel a particular liking for authoritarian regimes, but instead of
showing this preference, they try to explain the emergence and logic of au-
thoritarianism in Latin America. This attitude which is heavily influenced
by the work of political scientists like Guillermo O'Donnell and Manuel
Antonio Garretón is also very clear in Rosario Espinal's study on the Do-
minican Republic.

Modern political history of the Dominican Republic is determined by the
long regime of the family dictatorship of Rafael Leonidas Trujillo (1930-61).
Under the iron grip of the dictator Dominican society and economy were
brought under state control. The effects of the Trujillo dictatorships were
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twofold. On the one hand, he organized the Dominican economy and
solved the debt problem which was a heritage of the nineteenth century; on
the other hand, he isolated the Dominican Republic and fossilized
Dominican culture in a way comparable to the situation in the Soviet Union
at the time. It is the purpose of Espinal's book to analyze the structure of the
Trujillo regime and investigate its consequences on present-day Dominican
politics. Her point of departure is - contrary to common Dominican wisdom
- that it is a fallacy to consider the long-lasting existence of the Trujillo-
regime only as a result of repression. She shows how Trujillo manipulated
existing ideological undercurrents in Dominican society and in this way
managed to acquire massive support in the masa silenciosa which was until
then neglected by politicians. Trujillo's emphasis on discipline, obedience,
and work also appealed to the higher strata, which longed for a modern-
ization of Dominican society. The past was equated with anarchy, and only
consensus and order could solve the social and economie problems the Re-
public was experiencing. The rhetoric of the Trujillo regime lost its appeal
in the 1940s and 1950s but unfortunately Espinal does not teil us much
about the social processes which can explain the diminishing support for
Trujillo in that period. This makes it difficult to assess the great changes
experienced by Dominican society after the assassination of the dictator in
1961.

The post-1961 period was very confusing, beginning with the election of
Juan Bosch, which was followed by a coup in 1963, a popular revolt, and,
finally, the U.S. intervention of 1965. This sequence of events led to a partial
reproduction of the pre-1961 "law-and-order" society. The twelve-year rule
of Joaquin Balaguer (1966-78) saw a tightly controlled opening up of Do-
minican society. The Balaguer regime started an extensive construction
program which accelerated economie activity and increased urban employ-
ment, but simultaneously suppressed popular mobilization. According to
Espinal, Balaguer succeeded in creating a national consensus by referring to
the rural roots of Dominican society and his promise of a revolución sin
sangre. Towards the end of his rule this consensus gradually dissolved,
partly because his construction policy was thwarted by economie recession,
partly because the government failed to integrate the growing urban pop-
ulation in its political project.

The following eight years were politically eventful. Later historians will
perhaps consider them the beginning of the end of the Dominican Republic.
Still, all the omens indicated a change for the better in 1978. Balaguer was
outvoted by the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD) in honest elec-
tions and a military coup was averted by pressure of the U.S. government of
Jimmy Carter. The PRD had a long history of courageous struggle for de-
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mocracy in the country. In spite of much internal struggle, which led to the
departure of Juan Bosch in the early 1970s, the party symbolized the demo-
cratie aspirations of the Dominican population. Few parties have taken
power with more popular support; and few have lost it so rapidly. Espinal
shows how the populism of the PRD was based on the idea of some kind of
participatory democracy. All strata of Dominican society had to have access
to the state. This policy led to an extreme increase in government jobs and a
paralysis of state action. Incompetence and corruption became the hall-
mark of the Dominican state and within eight years the PRD went to pieces.
This failure was shown most clearly in the recuperation of presidential
power by the almost blind Balaguer in 1986 and the prosecution of former
president Salvador Jorge Blanco on charges of corruption. Following
Garretón, Espinal concludes that the party which is instrumental for politi-
cal change does not necessarily have to carry into effect its consequences.
There was no doubt that the PRD had been the most democratie force in the
Dominican Republic before 1978, but it was unable to put this vision into
practice.

Espinal depicts in clear lines this political development of the Dominican
Republic. She has to leave out many aspects of Domincan politics and is
unable to answer all questions, but this short book is the best analysis to date
of modern Dominican politics. My most important objection against this
kind of research is that it remains so close to common-sense analysis, which
can be heard daily in the public taxis in the Dominican capital. Our under-
standing of political processes would benefit greatly from more profound
empirical research. The open, non-dogmatic viewpoint of Rosario Espinal
allows many queries to spring up. It is hoped that her analysis will be the
starting point for future research on the modern history of Dominican
society.
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Een democratie in gevaar: een verslag van de situatie op Curacao tot 1987.
J.M.R. SCHRILS. Assen, Maastricht: Van Gorcum, 1990. xii + 292 pp. (Paper
NLG 43.00)

A.J.G. REINDERS
Free University
Department of Political Science and Public Administration
1007 MC Amsterdam, the Netherlands

"A democracy in danger," by the Curac,aoan historian J.M.R. Schrils is sub-
titled "An account of the Curac,aoan situation until 1987," and places me,
the reviewer, on the horns of a dilemma. On the one hand I appreciate the
book: it shows commendable courage, convincing power, and involvement.
All this produces an ambitious study which amply demonstrates the writer's
commitment to the problematic nature of the threatened democracy of
Cura§ao and his passionate protest against it. On the other hand, the book
suffers from many shortcomings, and the appreciation of individual readers
will vary according to their sympathy with Schrils' (ideological) starting
points.

It is, in my opinion, a highly unpoised book. Unpoised in its construction,
its argumentation, even unpoised in the enunciated convictions. I suppose
that as a result of the author's particular viewpoint - the 'tense' title "A
democracy in danger" already reveals this - a more critical stance, which
might have led to a more acute and analytical point of view, is not found.

If the book has scientific pretensions (and pretension it certainly has, as is
evident from the approach: attempting to include, grasp, explain, maybe
even change all), it is clear that these were not able to measure up to the
expectations of current scientific methods.

The first chapter about democracy (28 pages and 107 footnotes) is
intended to provide the frame of reference and to offer a measuring-rod for
the Curac.aoan democracy. It gets stuck in an eclectic, arbitrary, and super-
abundant reproduction of notes selected from the literature. Rather annoy-
ing is the way in which so many authors are lumped inappropriately
together, for example, "Boshouwers, Luiten and Ball are referring to the
following [...] " (p. 15) or " according to Lipset, Mitscherlich and Katz the
democracy is being damaged in several ways" (p. 18).

When in Chapter Two the Dutch policy with regard to the Dutch Antilles
comes up for discussion, it is referred to in the following manner: "Every-
thing points to the fact that the rest of the Dutch Antilles [including Aruba]
was and still is being pushed towards independence. Time and time again
the Netherlands tried to broach this subject but each time we (the An-
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tillians) knew how to shirk that responsibility." (p. 40). This somewhat sim-
plistic approach and tone illustrates the "Curacao-centered" view of think-
ing. Moreover, the repeated use of "we" is sometimes annoyingly
generalizing and even a bit monopolizing. In describing the role of the reli-
gious rivalries, trade-unions, organizations of employers, and smaller pres-
sure groups, the tone is more subdued and the approach more descriptive,
which allows the author to be far more convincing. He aptly rewords the
complexity of the problems of the small Curacaoan community.

Chapter Thrée offers analyses and perceptions of great value. The con-
clusion being that easy money via development aid and offshore activities
has been sponged for far too long. Also Schrils shows very accurately how
the patronage system has its social-economical influence, thus adding to
former descriptions by, for example, Verton.

Chapter Four also offers insights worthy of consideration, in spite of quite
a few deceptions with the foregoing. For instance, with regard to the former
orientation to Venezuela, which is gradually moving towards the Nether-
lands, or the meaning of faith and superstition. But very explicit remarks
without any noticeable basis are also found here, e.g., "Though not scien-
tifically embodied it seems that superstition has increased considerably over
the last thirty years," (p. 149).

In his "Recommendations," Schrils gives a couple of directives to
improve the democracy, suggesting, among other things, that the most
important labor unions should be brought on a level with each other (under
guidance of, for instance, Kousa Komun). Next, the necessary changes to the
political structure and system should be realized, and then, the line of action
should be to improve the economie situation. These steps will aid in the
creation of a desirable political culture. Any person who is well disposed
towards Curacao will certainly agree to these assertions, as well as to the
need for increasing the administrative effects and the reconsideration of
political structure and the electoral system. However, the mere suggestions
that closer cooperation is needed, that an institutionalized working party
should be formed, or that a more leading role for the university is desirable
do not provide answers to the question of how to improve the democracy
and will not produce the solution.
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Handbook of political science research on Latin America: trends from the
1960s to the 1990s. DAVID W. DENT (ed.). Westport CT: Greenwood, 1990.
(Cloth US$ 67.50)

ANDRÉS SERBIN

Institutó Venezolano de Estudios Sociales y Politicos
Apartado 80948
1080 Caracas, Venezuela

Useful handbooks of social sciences research on Latin America are scarce;
updated handbooks of political science research on Latin America are even
rarer. In this context, the handbook edited by David W Dent fulfills a need
and is undoubtedly an important contribution.

After an introduction by Dent on political research on Latin America, the
handbook is organized in three parts. The first, dedicated to comparative
politics, is composed of twelve chapters, each of which analyzes the devel-
opment of political science during the last thirty years in a particular Latin
American country or region. The second part begins with an introductory
and illustrative chapter on the patterns of international relations research
by G. Pope Atkins and then focuses on the development of international
relations in Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean, and South Amer-
ica. The third part consists of three clarifying appendices: a selected bibli-
ography of political reference works on Latin America; a set of tables which
present the main macro-trends in political science research, 1960-85, and a
list of major research centers and institutes in Latin America and the Carib-
bean.

On the whole, the volume is a well-structured and useful resource for
understanding the development of contemporary political science research
on Latin America, supported by an exhaustive bibliography, and a key
introductory text for the study of major Latin American political science
trends over the last thirty years.

The introduction by Dent presents a brief, clear and remarkably com-
plete picture of the most researched Latin American countries and the main
research focuses; the major subjects of investigation; the major sources of
scholarly publications; the prevailing background and academie training;
the predominant research orientations; and the variations in research
emphasis in Latin American and North American political science. The
insistence on these variations and on the differences between the main
aspects and processes of political science research in North America and
Europe, on the one hand, and Latin America, on the other, is one of the
most significant contributions of this introduction, helping to understand
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the unequal and sometimes distorted development of political science
research in contrasting and quite differentiated intellectual conditions and
settings. Fortunately, this differentiation permeates the entire volume and is
reflected in the generally fair and balanced approach to the different
national and regional cases.

This effort to cover thirty years of political science research on Latin
America and to include the most relevant contributions in this field in North
America and in Latin America has been accomplished with outstanding
success and with a notable capacity for synthesis in most of the chapters,
particularly in the contributions on Mexico, Central America, and Chile.

Some of the other contributions, such as that dedicated to the Dominican
Republic, are less successful and evidence a tendency to privilege the
research done by North Americans and local politicians and to ignore the
scholarly contributions by local researchers. It is significant in this regard
that the works published by José del Castillo or Julio Brea Franco on
Dominican political sociology or the study done by Wilfredo Lozano on the
Balaguer regime, to mention only a few of contemporary political science
contributions made by Dominican researchers, are absent, while the works
of Juan Bosch and Joaquin Balanguer are emphasized.

This incomplete coverage in some of the chapters of the volume could
perhaps have been avoided if more Latin American researchers had been
invited to participate, in order to offer a more complete vision of the contri-
bution of local researchers in the field and to guarantee a more balanced
composition of the contributors to the volume. The best illustration of the
advantages of including contributions from Latin American scholars can be
found in the all-encompassing chapter written for the handbook by
Eduardo Gamarra on Bolivia, a lonesome Latin American rider in the pre-
dominantly North American list of contributors to the volume.

Political science research done over the last thirty years in the non-His-
panic Caribbean represents another gap. The research done by the Institute
of the Social and Economie Studies of the University of the West Indies
during this period has greatly contributed to the advancement of political
science research in the Caribbean; the studies of Carl Stone, Selwyn Ryan,
Neville Duncan, and Clive Thomas are of particular relevance. However,
this aspect is partially covered in the chapter written by Damian Fernandez
on Central American and Caribbean international relations research.

To sum up, and these criticisms notwithstanding, the handbook consti-
tutes a necessary and invaluable introduction to the development of politi-
cal science research on Latin America in the last thirty years, a comprehen-
sive review of the main trends and focuses in the field during this period, and
a sound bibliographical source for any scholar or student involved in Latin
American studies.
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The Bahamas between worlds. DEAN W. COLLINWOOD. Decatur IL: White
Sound Press, 1989. vii + 119 pp. (Paper US$ 8.95)

Modern Bahamian society. DEAN W. COLLINWOOD & STEVE DODGE (eds.).
Parkersburg IA: Caribbean Books, 1989. 278 pp. (Paper n.p.)

D. GAIL SAUNDERS
Department of Archives
P.O. Box SS6341
Nassau, Bahamas

The Bahamas between worlds and Modern Bahamian society are welcome
additions to the growing literature on the Bahamas. They are especially
significant as they deal with the sparsely documented period of the 1970s
and 1980s.

A small volume of five chapters, The Bahamas between worlds attempts
to examine the Bahamas' identity and how it fits into the cultural worlds
around it. Collinwood sees it not as North American, nor as part of the
Caribbean, but as a "world" which is hard to define.

In the first chapter Collinwood briefly sketches the history of the Baha-
mas from the Lucayans to Independence in 1973. Although well-written
and fairly well-documented, Collinwood's interpretation of the term "cre-
ole" and his statement that "the Bahamas was a culture which allowed for
easier assimilation [...] and greater eventual equality than most other
Caribbean nations" are questionable. "Creole" in the Bahamian and West
Indian context means Island or "New World" born. His other statement is
arguable because of the extreme racism which existed until the late 1960s.

In Chapter Two, Collinwood describes the dramatic changes which have
taken place since the 1940s. Citing various anthropological studies to dem-
onstrate how Bahamians lived before the 1940s, he describes the main event
of 1985 which included the Commission of Inquiry into Drug-Trafficking,
the subsequent debate and its repercussions, in contrast.

He concludes that the Bahamas, with its fast pace, political changes, and
social confusion, is in "social transition" and this causes a strain on its rela-
tionship with its "historical allies." It is no wonder, then, that the Bahamas
failed to support its Caribbean neighbors and its North American ally in the
U.S. invasion of Grenada as the author relates in Chapter Three.

Examining the Bahamian educational system in the 1980s, Collinwood
argues that it is also in transition and that there is a crisis which he attributes
to problems experienced by administrators and teachers alike. His conclud-
ing chapter, while calling for more research especially in the social sciences,
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insists that academie work be known by policy makers. Collinwood posits
that in order for Bahamian culture to survive, it must ally itself politically
and economically with a larger economy so that it can avoid the exploitative
effects of mass tourism and allow for more even development, especially in
Nassau. This is perhaps the ideal. However, while growing nationalism
would probably prevent it, there are signs, for example in the joining of
CARICOM, and in the participation in the West Indian Commission, of
maturing integration. He also sees a need for political change in the Baha-
mas. An appendix with a short essay examining the reasons for the invasion
of Grenada ends the thought-provoking book.

Modern Bahamian society is a collection of essays by various authors on
political, economie, and cultural themes. Dean Collinwood, while introduc-
ing the volume with a paper on "The Bahamas in social transition," under-
lines the rapid changes that have been experienced by the Bahamas. It dis-
cusses the problems, the good qualities, the role of religion, political
campaigns, and life and society in Nassau, the capital. While it is a well-
written essay, its sparse footnoting and sometimes impressionistic evidence
worried this reader.

Part Two, "Political change" introduces briefly and outlines the three
essays, previously published, which follow. They include a chapter "Black
Tüesday" from Doris Johnson's book, The quiet revolution, a landmark ac-
count of the throwing of the mace out of the window of the House of
Assembly on "Black Tuesday" in April 1965; a revised and expanded chap-
ter from Steve Dodge's excellent book Abaco: the history ofan Out Island
and its cays, and a chapter "Symbolic politics in a racially divided society"
from Colin Hughes' Race and politics in the Bahamas which contains per-
haps the most detailed and searching analysis of political development in
the Bahamas between 1953 and 1977. The section concludes with a brief
essay by Davidson Hepburn on "Bahamas diplomacy since Independence,"
a personalized account by a seasoned Bahamian diplomat who describes
the operation of the Bahamian delegation at the United Nations. The After-
word, which gives an account of the political situation in 1987, presumably
written by the editors, ends the section.

After a brief introduction on the modern economy, Part Three outlines
the articles which are contained in this section. The first one "The Bahamas:
an assessment of post-Independence economie experience" by Ramesh
Ramsaran examines and analyzes the general post-1973 economie devel-
opment utilizing tables and concludes that although the Bahamas' economy
has done fairly well, some problems including rising unemployment, lack of
diversification, and the failure to integrate tourism into national develop-
ment prevail.
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Felix Bethel, in "Tourism, public policy and national development,"
stresses the Bahamas' dependence on tourism and calls it a "monoculture."
He bemoans the fact that tourism continues to mainly benefit non-nation-
als. He argues for more local participation and like Ramsaran, integration
into a national development scheme.

The concluding essay in this section, "Bahamianization and economie
development," by Franklin Wilson, examines the commitment of the Pro-
gressive Liberal Party (PLP) Government to maintain economie growth
while implementing a Bahamianization policy. He strongly suggests that
Bahamian entrepreneurs should be encouraged while the Government and
private sector come together on discussing the issues. The afterword sum-
marizes the main arguments of the contributors.

Part Four, "The cultural context," after a brief introduction, includes a
well written "A day in the life of Bramley" (a fictitious village on Cat Island)
by Jonathan Levey; "Public education in the Bahamas," a well argued and
documented account of the successes and failures in public education in the
modern Bahamas by John Trainor; "Themes in modern Bahamian litera-
ture," a pathmaking piece by Dean Collinwood who explores the character-
istics and major themes which have impacted on Bahamian writers; "The
cultural arts in the Bahamas," a succinct and informative definition of Baha-
\mian culture by Winston V. Saunders; "The Bahamian cultural renaissance"
by Jackson Burnside, who argues that creative energies can preserve and
also create pride and identity and can be used in tourism promotion; "Alco-
hol and drug abuse in the Bahamas" by Colin Archer, which traces the
growth of alcohol and drug abuse in recent years and shows the pervasive-
ness of the drug trade. He concludes that the Bahamas Government is com-
mitted to "a war on drugs," but wonders whether the Bahamian society feels
likewise.

The Afterword examines the deleterious effects of tourism on The Baha-
mas and the book concludes with a dispassionate account by Steve Dodge of
the Election of June 19,1987 when the PLP was returned to power for its
sixth successive term of office.

The value of these two volumes lie in the exploration and documentation
of important issues which affect modern Bahamians. Although there is
some uneveness in the essays contained in Modern Bahamian society, the
author and editors are to be congratulated. These two volumes are recom-
mended reading for students of Bahamian social and political science and
history.
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Criticalperspectives onJean Rhys. Pierrette Frickey (ed.). Washington DC:
Three Continents Press, 1990.235 pp. (Cloth US$ 25.00, Paper US$ 15.00)

PETER HULME
Department of Literature
University of Essex
Colchester CO4 3SQ, England

I said, 'Do you consider yourself a West Indian?'
She shrugged. 'It was such a long time ago when I left.'
'So you don't think of yourself as a West Indian writer?'
Again, she shrugged, but said nothing.
'What about English? Do you consider yourself an English writer?'
'No! I'm not! I'm not even English.'
(Plante 1983:44)

The negative brooks no contradiction. The shrugs may be difficult to inter-
pret, but Jean Rhys's West Indian connections are in fact undeniable. Born
in Dominica in 1890, her formative years and experiences were spent in
Roseau, where her parents lived, and Grand Bay, where her mother's fam-
ily, the Lockharts, had their estate, formerly one of the largest and richest on
the island but by the end of the century already in genteel decay. Rhys left
the island in 1907 and, after desultory schooling in England, lived a bohe-
mian existence in the London and Paris of the 1920s. The early fiction of
those years is tinged with memories of the West Indies but, after her brief
and by no means happy return to Dominica in 1936, almost all her sub-
sequent writings are imbued with Caribbean motifs, especially her final
novel, Wide Sargasso Sea, begun in the early 1940s but not completed until
1966.

Rhys was peculiarly insistent on the historical specificity of Wide Sargasso
Sea. When she sent the first two parts of the novel to her editor, she wrote:

The typed (and heavily corrected) part is the most important - it's the story of an old
West Indian house burned down by the negroes who hate the ex-slave owning family
living there. The time 1839, the white creole girl aged about 14 is the "I". (Rhys
1985:214)

The West Indian episodes in Jane Eyre are set before 1820, so Rhys was
making a significant alteration to her "given" material, adapting the chro-
nology to her own family history and placing the events of the novel on the
other side of the watershed of Emancipation. Pierrette Frickey's reference
to 1830 as "after the Emancipation Act" (p. 2) hardly suggests a serious
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approach to these historical questions. What tends to be lost sight of, even in
the best of the existing work on Wide Sargasso Sea is the way in which the
novel offers a certain kind of negotiation of these nineteenth-century mate-
rials, historical events filtered through family memories. The failure of Car-
ole Angier's massively detailed and impressive biography (1990) to shed
much light on Rhys's early years and family history suggest that the West
Indian angles to her life and work are far from exhausted. Frickey notes that
"of common concern to all is the life of Jean Rhys about which there are
more speculations than accurate facts" (p. 1), but on this subject it has to be
said that her book does not inspire much confidence. Smile please, Rhys's
autobiographical memoir, and her correspondence are said to "teil her story
accurately" (p. 2), a statement which suggests a rather naive attitude
towards the fictionality of all discourse. A perfunctory section called "Rhys
on Rhys" and a three-page review of Smile please by John Updike make
little contribution.

The West Indian perspective to the work, however, is well represented
here, with several of the key articles on Wide Sargasso Sea included (by
Kenneth Ramchand, John Hearne, Louis James, and Michael Thorpe),
along with more general pieces by Elaine Campbell and Lucy Wilson. Both
Ramchand and James usefully discuss the early disagreement between
Wally Look Lai and Edward Kamau Brathwaite as to the status of Rhys,
whom Brathwaite wanted to reject as a model for West Indian writing. What
underlies these disagreements between West Indian critics is, in part, differ-
ent understandings of the process of "creolization," a key but contested
term, especially in the Caribbean where - except for the small Carib pres-
ence - no aboriginal group provides an unproblematically "authentic" pop-
ulation. The most regrettable absence from this volume, therefore, is prob-
ably that of the difficult and heterodox voice of Wilson Harris, who has
written about Rhys on a number of occasions, always with the intent of
forging an appropriately creolized critical vocabulary.

Harris's general position distinguishes itself both from what he calls
"ghetto fixations" - a barb presumably aimed at Brathwaite, and from the
kind of vapid universalism towards which Ramchand's criticism often tends.
Instead Harris offers what he calls a "limbo" perspective, using the name of
the dance developed on the middle passage to suggest a "gateway" or
"threshold," a "dislocation" which allows the creole experience in its widest
sense to be taken as "a new corpus of sensibility that could translate and
accommodate African and other legacies within a new architecture of cul-
ture" (1970:8). Wide Sargasso Sea is willy-nilly a West Indian novel from this
perspective. For Harris, the color of its author is irrelevant, as even is her
intention in writing; indeed it seems as if Wide Sargasso Sea is West Indian
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to the extent to which regional myths have "secreted themselves [...] un-
aware" into the fabric of the novel (1980:142).

Pierrette Frickey writes about how Jean Rhys "is an author claimed by
both England and the Caribbean," and how she has therefore included both
West Indian and European/American criticisms (p. xi). Perspectives are not
necessarily limited by provenance, but the inclusiveness makes for a valua-
bly wide-ranging volume, which - despite Harris's absence - can certainly
claim to offer a broad introduction to critical thinking about Rhys over the
last twenty years, along with a "comprehensive" bibliography which will
provide an indispensable starting point for future scholarship.
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El Dorado and Paradise: Canada and the Caribbean in Austin Clarke'sfic-
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This is the first all-encompassing study of Austin Clarke 's prose, a writer who
was born in Barbados but has spent part of his life in Toronto. The book is
important because it not only allows readers to discover this major author
but also raises interesting questions about the traditional categories of eth-
nicity that Canadians have used in defining their own culture, categories that
are entrenched in the ambiguous Canadian notion of "multiculturalism."
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Lloyd Brown's essay is itself a Kterary work which goes beyond tradi-
tional literary categories. In his preface to the book, the late Frank Man-
ning, professor of anthropology and then-editor of the series, Culture and
Performance, which published Brown's book, justifies his inclusion of
Brown's work in a series dedicated mainly to drama, festivity, sports, cere-
mony, and other "popular forms of collective symbolic expression" (p. vii).
Manning notes that Brown's presentation emphasizes the theatrical forms
inherent in Clarke's writing and that it also defines elements of a new cross-
cultural founding mythology which structure the immigrant experiences of
Clarke's characters. In Brown's interpretation, the world of Austin Clarke
becomes the unfolding of a series of rites of passage grounded in two myths
that reflect two conflicting gazes: first, the image of El Dorado which goes
back to the period of the Spanish conquistadores and reflects the way
Clarke's West Indian characters see the New World as the promised land;
and second, the image of a tropical paradise, the Caribbean as it is perceived
by white Canadians who filter their perception through Christian mythol-
ogy, especially as it is reinterpreted by John Milton.

Surprisingly, however, even though these two myths form the basis of his
arguments, Brown gives almost no historical background - several sen-
tences at most - concerning the colonial origins of these myths. He might
have dwelt upon the relationship between the notions of "Paradise" and
"Utopia," and the accounts of explorers dating back to the fifteenth and
sixteenth centuries, as well as the evolution of these myths through eigh-
teenth-century Enlightenment and nineteenth-century Romanticism. He
might have traced, even briefly, the recurrence of these and related myths in
other Caribbean writings. Nevertheless, Brown does show, and very well
indeed, how these myths develop through three periods of Clarke's fiction
and this development constitutes the essence of his analysis.

According to Brown, the fiction of the first period, which takes place in
Barbados, explores the North American vision of the Caribbean paradise
by showing the rampant misery and poverty in the British colony. The texts
of the second period are constructed around the exodus, as the Bajan char-
acters leave the "island paradise" and immigrate to Canada. Here, they
confront the El Dorado myth which becomes an extension of the American
Dream as they struggle to adjust to their country of adoption. In this con-
text, Brown emphasizes the importance of the first two novels of a trilogy,
The meeting point, and Storm of fortune. The third period focuses on the
failure of all paradises, Caribbean and Canadian. Here Barbados, which is
not always named, becomes the symbol of all post-colonial Caribbean socie-
ties where corruption and power struggles persist in spite of the new inde-
pendent status. The third novel of the trilogy, The bigger light, refutes the
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Canadian dream of a harmonious multicultiiral society. Well steeped in his
Fanonian model of the master-slave relationship, Brown emphasizes the
f act that the problems of Clarke's black immigrants in Canada reflect the
broader constitutional debate currently taking place in Canada between the
two founding cultures, Anglo-Canadian and Franco-Canadian. These inter-
nal Canadian conflicts parallel the contradictions and tensions that Clarke
sees in his own Caribbean society where sexual, ethnic, and cultural differ-
ences co-exist in an uneasy truce. Brown's analysis is extremely interesting
in the context of Canadian fiction. By revealing Clarke's deep understand-
ing of the way Canadian society functions, Brown forces Canadian critics to
rethink their own ambiguous label of "ethnic writer." Given the new texture
of Canadian society, a sum of differences, the label "Canadian" fiction can
no longer apply only to writers of white, English-language extraction.

Another noteworthy element of Brown's analysis is his explanation of the
relationship between Clarke's language and the way it functions in the text.
Critics might say that his study is hampered by the fact that Brown is obvi-
ously not a linguist, but his approach would seem to reply to Edward
Brathwaite's comment in History of the voice, that "few writers [...] have
gone into nation language as it affects literature. They have set out its gram-
mar, syntax, transformation, structure and all of those things. But they
haven't really been able to make any contact between the nation language
and its expression in our literature" (1984:15-16). Brown does in fact make
that contact.

Brown's analysis goes beyond the simple dichotomy of Standard English,
which represents power, versus Barbadian dialect, which represents lack of
power. He shows that the use of various forms of dialect, which he also calls
"folk language," "folk idiom," and "modified dialect," associated with black
American slang, become practices that convey other meanings. The use of
certain forms of language become, as he puts it, "public performance [...]
conscious acts of performance" which resemble the performance of the
story-teller or that of the carnaval dancer: "the exuberance, the strutting
and the flamboyant play-acting of the carnaval" (Brown 1979:131). Here
the performers, orators, and story-tellers must play roles, and Brown elab-
orates the functions of the various roles that are signified through the use of
language. For example, he notes that the bombastic and flamboyant style,
the jokes, and bawdy macho expressions, are often ways of concealing deep-
seated emotions. He also points out the subversive use of the "folk idiom"
which becomes a sign of vitality, creativity, and energy, not weakness and
impotence. He refers to the word games played by the children in Latin class
(mary-hairy-camus, mairy-hairy-cunt) (p. 166), the elegy recited at a formal
ritual of mourning, calypso verses, and the wedding speech in Storm of
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fortune where one of the guests mocks a traditional literary form by spewing
off a bombastic list of "well chosen moppers," and quotes Sparrow (p. 166).

Brown also notes that dialect and Standard English co-exist as ways of
signifying the parallels between the two cultures, Caribbean and Canadian,
and the equivalent differences in each culture. He finds that "if the oral
idiom of the Caribbean immigrants too readily lends itself to raucous dis-
order, the bookish language of Canada's sleek young professionals is mere
non-communication [...]. In summary, the counterbalancing of styles
involves the weighing of cultural values: cultural affirmation versus colonial
imitativeness and self-contempt, Canadian orderliness versus Caribbean
disorder, Caribbean vitality versus the psychic death of Canadian decrep-
itude" (p. 168). In a final chapter, Brown states that although Clarke's fic-
tion appears to denounce the failures in both Caribbean and Canadian cul-
tures, John Milton's vision of Paradise remains the sustaining myth. It
becomes the symbol that feeds Clarke's imagination, the image by which he
aspires towards a means of redeeming these societies from materialism,
hate, racism, and violence, all the remnants of the colonial past shared by
Canada and Barbados. Paradise then, is the ultimate mirage. In the final
analysis, it would seem that Brown's study gives Austin Clarke the privi-
leged cross-cultural status of both Canadian writer and Caribbean writer, an
indication that Clarke's artistic activity has created its own particular space
where Paradise and the Promised Land are closely intertwined, and perhaps
even inseparable.
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With this voluminous work on Surinamese literature and literary criticism,
Michiel van Kempen intends to document its importance and rapid growth
in the historically crucial period from 1970 until 1985. In those fifteen years,
all the debates were dominated by the term independence and different
points of view rarely found a way towards each other. For persons who tried
to get into the logic of these polemics, this book provides a valuable and
even pioneering orientation. It is organized in three parts. In the first
(descriptive) one, reflections on criteria for Surinamese literature turn out
to be most difficult. In the second (bibliographical) part, 1122 titles of
poems, short stories, novels, articles, and essays - and as many again from
secondary sources - are listed, often quoted from newspapers or magazines
of only local distribution. The volume concludes with a detailed index of
nearly 100 pages, making the whole an effective reference tooi.

Considering the fact that no academie department - in Suriname, the
Netherlands, or anywhere else - develops teaching or research programs
specialized in the field, the relevance of this documentation clearly consists
in offering a framework that can be used in various ways. Discussing his
periodization model in the first part, Van Kempen appears to be particularly
aware of this point. He constantly refers to the lack of serious academie
work in this field, so important for the orientation of the small intellectual
community living in or out of Suriname. The importance of, on the one
hand, approaching literary criticism in its most general interpretation and,
on the other, relating controversial items to the points of view from other
Caribbean authors like Frantz Fanon or VS. Naipaul, who project the local
situation within a broader international scope, seem to be inevitable.

Van Kempen does not succeed, however, in developing such alternatives
but prefers to concentrate on the presentation of already known positions
like being Surinamese or not, having a national approach to cultural con-
flicts or not, having criteria for literary qualities or not, etc. Hardly any
mention can be found of the highly political debate on literary criticism in
the United States, decolonization, multiculturalism, or feminism, or, in
recent Afro-American studies, to the modern history of former plantation
societies. Hence, this descriptive part does not offer new insights into the
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dynamics of literary processes related to Suriname. In addition, a typical
Dutch schoolmasterly tone is not always avoided, for instance when claim-
ing that Suriname still does not have "sane" (sic) cultural politics (p. 63),
followed by discussion of an enormous amount of unofficial cultural activity
such as theatre, lectures at schools, and other activities for youth. But these
remarks are by no means intended to reduce the importance of this docu-
mentation; it rather characterizes the actual state of the art, due to institu-
tional limitations and lack of professional interest. This is not the case for
Van Kempen, one of the most active and enthusiastic scholars of Surina-
mese literature. Certainly this book has to be considered as a Standard work,
and will be stimulating to all persons interested in the field.

Language in exile: three hundred years ofJamaican Creole. BARBARA LALLA

& JEAN D'COSTA. Tuscaloosa AL: University of Alabama Press, 1990. xvii +
253 pp. (Cloth US$ 39.95)

GENEVIEVE ESCURE
Department of English
University of Minnesota
Minneapolis MN 55455, US.A.

This book contributes to the field of pidgin and creole studies by providing
valuable historical and demographic data that shed light on the origins and
development ofJamaican Creole. Lalla & D'Costa offer interesting insights
into creole genesis not only through their careful mapping of the migrations
from Europe and Africa which constructed the Jamaican society, but also
through extensive documentation of early texts. Substratal and universalist
hypotheses have recently been put f orth as explanations of the f ormation of
pidgin and creole languages. This book contributes to the debate a balanced
perspective that argues for an integrated version of those two hypotheses. It
is demonstrated that Jamaican Creole is "the logical result of a continuity of
both West African and English dialectal structures" (p. 119).

The first half of the book discusses Early Jamaican Creole (Part I, pp.
1-123); the second half presents a collection of texts from the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries (Part II, pp. 127-215). The final pages include a brief
glossary of some of the lexical items occurring in the texts (pp. 223-32).

Chapter One, "The colonial crucible," nicely summarizes the complexity
of the population movements which affected Jamaica before and after the
English replaced the Spanish in the second part of the 17th century. Maps of
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England, West Africa and Jamaica illustrate major population movements
and settlements.

Chapter Two, "Source materials," emphasizes the difficulty of finding
sources for Early Jamaican Creole in view of the fact that creoles were oral
languages: there is no written record of Jamaican Creole in the seventeenth
century, and eighteenth- and nineteenth-century sources originate from
educated Britons, speakers of metropolitan English, who report on a creole
with which they are not well acquainted and sometimes present in a biased
manner (pp. 42-43). On the other hand, materials written by native speakers
of creole (e.g., love letters) are likely to reveal hypercorrection. The authors
are honest and thorough in their evaluation of the data base, yet manage to
provide a partial reconstruction of early Jamaican linguistic features.

Chapter Three, "Reconstructing the sound system" and Chapter Four,
"Morphosyntax and lexicon," provide brief summaries of the sound system,
morphosyntax and lexicon of Early Jamaican, based on a comparison of
early seventeenth-century British English and nineteenth-century Twi.
Some discussion of the tables would be in order, as the reader is led to
believe that those languages are the major contributors to the genesis of
Jamaican, which is in fact not what the authors mean to say, as further dis-
cussion in Chapter Six clearly shows.

Chapter Five, "Language variation," provides useful reference to the
extent of variability already present in the eighteenth and nineteenth centu-
ries. It appears that there were more opportunities for social and cultural
mixing (between class and color groups) than has often been assumed, and
that therefore the merging and separation of linguistic identities might have
led to a linguistic continuüm from very early on. This is well illustrated with
reference to two social events (one in each century) that included different
types of speakers. Tables 14 (p. 89) and 15 (p. 94) identify a few basilectal
features that appear to occur across the race/class continuüm. I only regret
that the texts (or excerpts) referred to were not among those presented in
Part II of the book. The argument would have been more convincing, too, if
some quantitative measurements had been provided: as it is now, the reader
does not know whether the reported occurrence of each of the eight bas-
ilectal features selected was based on one or more instances, and how exten-
sive was each individual's speech contribution.

Chapter Six, "Implications of the data," is a balanced summary of the
complex social and linguistic situations leading to the development of cre-
oles. The importance of the converging forces involved in the formation of
Jamaican Creole is illustrated in Chart 10 (pp. 120-21): linguistic contrib-
utors include direct repeated input (through various waves of migrations)
both from West African languages and from social and regional dialects of
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English (in particular Hiberno-English, Scottish English, and Nautical
English) as well as an ancestral anglophone creole, Guinea Coast Creole
English, which developed independently on the West African coast from
African and European sources, and was later transported to the West
Indies.

The second part of the book is a fascinating collection of three eigh-
teenth-century texts and nineteen nineteenth-century texts which will be
highly valuable to linguists, historians, anthropologists, psychologists, and
anyone else interested in the Caribbean or in the history of mankind. Those
diaries, stories, and letters help reconstruct life in Jamaica mostly from the
white man's perspective, although there are texts written in 1877 by a bidia-
lectal "brown man," Henry Murray (pp. 169-72) and another written by a
black slave in 1837, James Williams (pp. 165-67). The texts reflect the arro-
gance of the white masters, the brutality of the overseers, the ethnic con-
fiicts between whites (Irish, Scotch, Jews), the importance of color ("Miss
Malvina was a lady of colour, somewhere about quadroon in blood, and
tolerably light brown" - p. 177), but also the continuity of African traditions
and the spirit, resilience and humor of the creoles.

In conclusion, Lalla & D'Costa's book contributes an important segment
of Jamaican history which will constitute a useful reference in further stud-
ies of the Caribbean.

Jamaican sayings: with notes on folklore, aesthetics, and social control. G.
LLEWELLYN WATSON. Tallahassee FL: Florida A & M University Press,
1991. xvi + 292 pp. (Cloth US$ 29.95)

CHARLES V. CARNEGIE
Department of Sociology & Anthropology
Bates College
Lewiston ME 04240, U.S.A.

Published collections of proverbs and sayings, of varying quality, have been
compiled from several Caribbean societies over the years. From both Haiti
and Jamaica there have been three or four, at least one each has come from
the Bahamas, Barbados, Martinique, and the Virgin Islands, and Lafcadio
Hearn's delightful Gumbo Zhebes, published in the 1880s, includes pro-
verbs from five Caribbean Creoles plus Mauritius. To say this does not in the
least detract from Llewellyn Watson's latest; on the contrary, it only under-
scores the lack of analytical and comparative work that should by now have
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built on these earlier collections but has not yet been attempted. Rather
than unpacking these treasure chests of African Caribbean proverbial wis-
dom and exploring their contents for insights into social life and history, we
have allowed them to sit on the shelves as mere "folklore."

The indigenous social science tradition, at least in the English-speaking
Caribbean, has been especially neglectful until now of Caribbean thought as
distilled in the region's proverbs and other folk forms. Alas: "Young bud no
know w'en berry ripe a mountain side." While assorted "humanists" have,
from time to time, sought to draw on and extend the work done by Beck-
with, Cundall and others, social scientists have generally trumpeted other
causes. One of the unintended consequences of the publication of this book,
written by a Jamaican-born sociologist who teaches at the University of
Prince Edward Island, may well be to start breaking down this unfortunate
disciplinary prejudice.

Jamaican sayings records over 1400 proverbs and sayings. Most are
accompanied by a literal translation, and for more than two-thirds of them,
a brief interpretation is presented. The sayings are grouped under broad
themes, arranged alphabetically and numbered. Most, the author tells us in
his useful general introduction, were collected in the course of several field
trips to Jamaica, but the collection was also supplemented by additions
drawn from earlier compilations. Significantly, the idea for the research pro-
ject and the collection came out of discussions among a group of Jamaicans
living in North America.

Watson's book is so stimulating that one finds oneself asking for it to do
more than is reasonable for a volume intended for the general reader. The
proverbs employ Standard formulae for communication through metaphor
that are readily grasped and easily replicable. Given this, and the fact that
African societies on the continent and in the diaspora are known for the
value they place on innovation, it would be good to have this dynamic qual-
ity explored as it relates to the creation of new proverbs, both nowadays and
in the past. From time to time in the author's interpretations there is dis-
cussion of the historicity of particular proverbs, usually in relation to the
slave context. But the subject matter of other sayings suggests different
influences and other contexts that are not explicitly noted. For example, the
following suggest by their referents a post-emancipation social setting:

Man nebber know de use a water till de tank dry. (A man never knows the value of
water until the tank is dry.)
Passn cawn preach wid dutty collar bikaaz all yeye deh 'pon 'im.
(A parson should not preach with a dirty collar because all eyes are on him.)

Some specificity as to where particular sayings were collected, which ones
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were recorded by one or another of the earlier collectors, and what var-
iations were found on a particular proverb in the course of fieldwork might
all have made the work more useful for purposes of understanding innova-
tion, change, and variation in this genre of Caribbean oral literature. On the
other hand, to follow up on such questions would likely have delayed the
book's production and made it less appealing to a wide readership.

There are small problems with grammatical consistency and orthography
in the recording of Jamaican Creole: for instance, the occasional lapse into
an English plural, "Wen I talk, no dawgs bark" (instead of "dawg") or into
more Standard English constructions as in, "Dere are many ways fe heng a
dawg widoutn putting string 'round 'im neck." Watson's somewhat idiosyn-
cratic orthography for Jamaican Creole highlights the real need for standar-
dization. Besides these concerns, there is also one with regard to the orga-
nization of the book, and that is the need for a greatly expanded index to
topics and themes addressed by the proverbs. This would make for easier
cross-referencing and facilitate further analytical work on the collection by
others.

But these shortcomings detract little from the value and enjoyment of the
collection. There is much here to be explored comparatively; even from a
cursory reading of collections of proverbs from other parts of the Carib-
bean, one is struck by the close similarities between some items from one
country to the other. Whether it be the scholar interested in comparison, or
who wants to examine, for example, the treatment through time of status
inequality in Jamaican thought, and the coherence of indigenous economie
ideas, or the general reader wanting to bone up on some choice Jamaican-
isms, this collections of proverbs will prove richly rewarding.

Kaiso, calypso music. DAVID RUDDER in conversation with JOHN LA ROSE.
London: New Beacon Books, 1990. 33 pp. (Paper £2.95)

DONALD R. HlLL
Black-Hispanic Studies and Anthropology
State University of New York
Oneonta NY 13820, U.S.A.

Trinidad's David Rudder is perhaps the most popular of the soka generation
of calypsonians in World Music today. After singing American soul music in
the 1960s, an apprenticeship under Kitchener in the early 1980s and fame as
the lead singer of the group, Charlie's Roots, he entered mainstream
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calypso stardom with his stunning defeat of Gypsy and Stalin in the Calypso
Monarch Competition in Trinidad in 1986. In this short booklet he muses on
the history of calypso and on his own career, with John La Rose. La Rose is
the founder of New Beacon Books, as well as a poet, essayist, and ghost
writer with Atilla the Hun (Raymond Quevedo) of the classic calypso arti-
fact in prose, Atilla's kaiso. The occasion for their conversation is the pre-
sentation of tapes of classic calypsos compiled by John Cowley to the
(British) National Sound Archive on October 8, 1987. The text is edited
from that conversation, held before an audience.

Much of the book skims over important names and dates in the history of
calypso: a tape of the first calypsonian on record, Julian Whiterose, is played
and comments are made; the role of merchant Sa Gomes in promoting
calypso is touched upon; recordings are played by Atilla the Hun, Lord
Kitchener, and Lord Beginner. This stuff is appropriate for an audience at
the program at the National Sound Archive, but it doesn't add anything to
calypso scholarship.

What is intriguing, though, is Rudder's discussion of his own life, the influ-
ences that turned him toward calypso, and the extraordinary remark he
makes concerning the night in the Queen's Park Savannah in 1986 when he
sang "The hammer" and stole the calypso crown from Stalin and Gypsy.
Rudder grew up in Belmont, Port of Spain, in an area steeped in West Afri-
can religious traditions. Although thrice baptized into the Christian faith
(Anglican, Baptist, Roman Catholic), he also assimilated Afro-Trinidadian
religious roots, particular Shango. That night in the savannah, he brought
these life experiences to bear when he sang one of his two required selec-
tions, "The hammer." (The other was "Bahia girl.") "The hammer" is the
story of Rudolph Charles, the leader of the "Desperadoes," an important
steelband from Laventille. This legendary steelbandsman had recently died
and his life was the subject of many calypsos that year. I had been in Trini-
dad a few weeks earlier and I was rooting for Gypsy, who I saw perform in
tent to many ovations. His song was called "The ship is sinking." In it, Gypsy
viewed Trinidad's economy as a sinking ship, whose old, dead captain (for-
mer Prime Minister Eric Williams) was needed to get Trinidad back on
course. "No way" could Gypsy be defeated, for "The ship is sinking" was
truly one of the great calypsos of a generation. But I had missed the finals
and I didn't know for certain if Gypsy had won. Some months later, when
one of my Trinidadian students told me that Rudder had won, I asked, "Isn't
he that pop singer who tries to sing calypso?" But my student had brought
me a videotape of the finals. There was Stalin with a fine performance; there
was Chalkie (Hollis Liverpool, college professor calypsonian); there was
Gypsy; there was Rudder. Sadly, Gypsy had strained his voice from all those
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nightly successes in the calypso tent; he didn't look good. But Rudder -
forget all that anti-soka garbage! He was out of this world. It is worth the
cost of the booklet for Rudder's explanation of that singular event. He envi-
saged the steelbandsman Charles' spirit with him on stage and he sang as if
he were there. I was deeply moved by the video of the performance. Imagine
what it was like to have been there! Because of his explanation of this first
calypso victory, and because of the other events in his life which he touches
upon, Rudder comes across as a thoughtful heir to the grand calypsonians of
the past.
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Pidgin and creole tense-mood-aspect systems. JOHN VICTOR SINGLER (ed.).
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Ironically, the most quoted person in this volume is not one of its contrib-
utors: with his strong claims about the form of creole tense-mood-aspect
(TMA) systems, Derek Bickerton (1974, 1981) has set the agenda for
researchers in this area. In part this book is a response to Bickerton's as-
sertions about TMA systems, but it is also a much-needed collection of
detailed studies of this part of the grammar of a range of different pidgin
and creole languages.

The languages discussed are varied, but the coverage is still not compre-
hensive: of pidgins/creoles with European lexifiers we have Capeverdean
(Portuguese), Haitian (French), Berbice Dutch, Papiamentu (Iberian),
Hawaiian, Kru, and Calabar (Nigerian) Pidgin English. (Labov's paper also
discusses Hawaiian Creole and New Guinea Pidgin, but in less detail.)
Kikongo-Kituba is the only language represented here without a European
lexifier. Strangely, the English-lexifier creoles Jamaican, Saramaccan, Sra-
nan, and Krio (among the best-studied) are absent entirely, as are detailed
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studies of the South Pacific pidgins (Tok Pisin, Bislama, Hiri Motu). It
would be wrong to dweil on the omissions, however, as the authors collec-
tively do a very good job of showing the diversity and complexity of the
TMA systems under study. Further detailed studies of pidgin and creole
TMA systems will be welcome, but are unlikely to make matters appear any
simpler.

Labov's (1971) article, "On the adequacy of natural languages: I. The
development of tense," is published here for the first time, and is somewhat
unlike the others. It begins with the argument that nonstandard languages
are no less logical than Standard ones - an argument no longer of much
interest to linguists, though no doubt the general public remains to be per-
suaded or even made aware of it. Labov moves on to a discussion of tense
marking in Hawaiian Pidgin and Creole, with some discussion of New
Guinea Pidgin and other languages. At times it is evident that this paper was
written twenty years ago. The distinction between different types of pidgin
(rudimentary, extended, creolizing) is not well established, and alone of the
articles in this book, this paper contains no reference to Bickerton's work.
Labov's claim is that while pidgins do not systematically have grammatical
tense marking, creoles do: not because this is essential for communication,
but because it provides a vehicle for rich stylistic variation, which is an
essential feature of an "adequate" language. While this is an interesting
(and researchable) claim, it is not really taken up elsewhere in the volume.

Each of the other articles is devoted to discussion of the TMA system in a
single language: Roger W. Anderson on Papiamentu, Salikoko S. Mufwene
on Kikongo-Kituba, Arthur K. Spears on Haitian, Izione S. Silva on
Capeverdean Crioulo, Ian E. Robertson on Berbice Dutch, Joan M. Fayer
on Nigerian Pidgin English in Old Calabar, John Victor Singler on Kru Pid-
gin English. Singler also contributes a short introduction.

The articles differ in whether their focus is on tense, aspect, or the whole
TMA system: mood receives less coverage, except from Spears. Each arti-
cle, in its own way, describes a system that is unlike the prototypical creole
system of Bickerton (1974). Anderson shows that the basilectal Papiamentu
TMA system is in fact closer to Bickerton's prototype than Bickerton him-
self realized; however, there are still several points of difference. Mufwene
describes for Kituba a complex system of three basic tenses and four basic
aspects, some of which are marked by inflection: rather unlike Bickerton's
prototype. Haitian, according to Spears, "differs significantly" from
Bickerton's system. So does Capeverdean Crioulo, for Silva, which has post-
verbal suffix marking anteriority, as well as a number of other differences.
Berbice Dutch, too, has both preverbal markers and suffixes, as Robertson
shows. Fayer's article, "Nigerian Pidgin English in Old Calabar in the
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eighteenth and nineteenth centuries," reveals, on the basis of traders' letters
and a diary kept in Pidgin, that that language had basically no TMA mark-
ing on verbs; while Singler shows that although there is a "fundamental
congruence" between the "decreolising" Kru Pidgin English system of
mood and aspect and that hypothesized by Bickerton, this is not so for tense,
which is essentially unmarked.

What then, we must ask, remains of Bickerton's hypothesis? Each of
these languages disproves it in some respect. However, Bickerton's claims
relate to creoles arising in a particular social context, at a particular stage of
their development. We know that one characteristic of pidgins and creoles is
their accelerated life cycle, which does not necessarily slow down from the
time of creolization. In order to discount Bickerton's hypothesis altogether,
it will be necessary to show that post-creolization (and decreolization) fac-
tors have not altered the systems in question away from the Bickertonian
prototype. This in itself means that more research will be required in defin-
ing terms like "decreolization" which, though widely used, are not well un-
derstood. Thus Bickerton's most lasting contribution may turn out to be the
stimulus for research like that reported in this book.
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Although sugar was cultivated in Puerto Rico at the beginning of European
colonization, only during the nineteenth century did production begin to
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develop on a significant scale. The industry progressed slowly until U.S.
intervention at the end of the century dramatically transformed it. Pedro
San Miguel provides a detailed portrait of the origins and evolution of the
sugar industry in the municipality of Vega Baja during the period when
control of the plantation system was still in local hands. Although the
island's first central refinery was established there in 1873, Vega Baja, a
district on Puerto Rico's north coast, was not a major center of sugar pro-
duction. Instead, its relatively modest concentration of haciendas and slaves
was typical of most districts where sugar was grown. The municipality pos-
sesses particularly rich archives that enabled the author to reconstruct the
evolution of landed property, the family histories of the proprietors, and the
demographic and social characteristics of slaves and laborers, as well as the
changing character of the labor system during the course of the nineteenth
century. San Miguel is thus able to illuminate the transformation of the
Puerto Rican agrarian and social structure at an important point in its his-
torical development.

The first chapter provides an overview of the movement of landed prop-
erty in Vega Baja as sugar displaced subsistence agriculture, cattle-raising,
and perhaps contraband. In addition, it treats the concomitant growth of
population through natural increase, voluntary migration, and above all,
the forced importation of slaves. The author reveals the growing complexity
of the social, demographic, and agrarian structure. While sugar monopo-
lized the best land, its development was confined to particular barrios.
Large property continued to coexist with diverse peasant smallholdings
engaged in varied combinations of subsistence and cash erop production
located in other barrios of the municipality.

The second chapter examines patterns of ownership and concentration of
land, slaves, and sugar on the various haciendas. Through the reconstruc-
tion of the biographies of individual planters and family histories, the au-
thor emphasizes both the commercial origins and character of the hacenda-
dos and their heterogeneity. The large haciendas were owned by foreign
immigrants or criollos from other municipios who had access to the capital
necessary to acquire land, slaves, and machinery. In contrast, the local
"patriciate" had few opportunities during the eighteenth century to acquire
sufficient capital to convert to sugar. Their small- and medium-sized sugar
estates began to disappear by the 1840s and 1850s.

In the third chapter, San Miguel argues for the importance of slavery in
nineteenth-century Puerto Rico despite the small percentage of slaves in
the general population. He shows that slave ownership in Vega Baja was
concentrated in the hands of the sugar hacendados and represented their
primary source of labor. He presents a demographic profile of the slave
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population, demonstrating its links to the expansion of sugar and cycles of
the slave trade. He relates demographic change to slave employment on the
haciendas and argues that the growing proportion of children and old peo-
ple in the active labor force was among the factors that compelled planters
to look elsewhere for labor.

The next chapter examines the creation of a free labor force out of the
peasantry. This labor force was characteristically young, geographically
mobile, and racially diverse, though a racial hierarchy was beginning to
emerge within it. It included a significant number of urban artisans, as well
as rural workers with differential access to land. Even as small holdings
became less viable, the majority of laborers maintained links with the peas-
antry and moved back and forth between "worker" and "peasant." State
compulsion was necessary to ensure a supply of free laborers and guarantee
labor discipline. San Miguel emphasizes the growth of co-ownership (apar-
ceria) and use of family ties to resist the imposition of permanent wage
labor. Despite the growing number of free workers af ter 1849, they did not
provide an entirely satisfactory alternative to slave labor. Indeed, slaves,
accustomed to plantation routines and often skilled, were a relatively privi-
leged group and remained important until emancipation.

In the final chapter, San Miguel reconstructs the investment and produc-
tive structure of the sugar hacienda. The sugar plantations of Vega Baja
were modest in size and output by mid-nineteenth-century standards. Con-
centration of production and increased productivity only became evident
during the 1860s after the largest plantations converted to steam milis.
Nonetheless, high costs and the absence of clear technical advantage
retarded innovation. The estates continued to produce semi-refined muscu-
vado sugar. Profits depended more on the scale of operation than on tech-
nical efficiency. Fragmentary evidence on profits and expenses further sug-
gests that the progress of the sugar industry was impeded by high labor costs
and the drain of capital to the commercial sector.

In this well-executed monograph, the author systematically uses a variety
of sources to reconstruct the social, demographic, and agrarian structure of
Vega Baja. His interpretation of the evidence is judicious, and he carefully
frames local processes in their national and international contexts. It use-
fully contributes to the historiography of rural Puerto Rico and comple-
ments existing work.
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Sembraron la no siembra is a study of the boycott of the Puerto Rican
tobacco farmers against the Porto Rico Leaf and Tobacco Company in 1931.
After World War I, there was a steady decline in the price U.S. corporations
paid for Puerto Rican tobacco. In 1931 Puerto Rican tobacco farmers tried
to withhold deliveries of tobacco in an unsuccessful attempt to raise prices.

The first stage of the boycott began with an assembly of tobacco farmers
in San Juan on June 28,1931. Represented in the assembly were the munici-
palities which had tobacco farmers' cooperatives and a background of orga-
nization. Cayey, Aibonito, and San Lorenzo were the strongholds of the
farmers' movement. After the assembly, the leaders of the movement
attempted to persuade other tobacco farmers to withhold sales of tobacco.
This stage lasted until the destruction of the properties of the Porto Rico
Leaf Company on August 20,1931.

The second stage of the boycott lasted from August 20 until a second
attempt against the properties of the Porto Rico Leaf Company on October
13,1931. The action against Porto Rico Leaf was followed by swift repres-
sion by the colonial authorities against the farmers' movement.

During the third and last stage, Los Caballeros de la Noche (Night
Riders) tried to enforce the boycott by burning tobacco warehouses of dis-
sident farmers who sold their tobacco to the corporations. The third and
final stage lasted from October 13,1931 to the last recorded burning of a
tobacco warehouse on June 7, 1932. The majority of the incidents of de-
struction of property were recorded during the third stage.

Puerto Rican historiography has traditionally concentrated on the rise of
the sugar industry and on the decline of the production of coffee during the
period 1898-1934. Baldrich's study represents a welcome departure from
this trend, focusing instead on the tobacco industry, a field traditionally
neglected by Puerto Rican historians.

Baldrich has carried out an impressive task of reconstruction of the
events of 1931. The study is based on police records of the tobacco farming
municipalities, now located in the Archivo General de Puerto Rico. From
the police reports, Baldrich was able to reconstruct the details of the de-
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struction of tobacco farms and warehouses during the boycott, and the ac-
tivities of the Caballeros de la Noche. From the press, he reconstructed the
public activities, meetings, and proclamations of the farmers' movement.
The book convincingly details the development, climax, and slow withering
away of the boycott.

One aspect of the book is not convincing at all. Baldrich portrays the
movement as originating with the wealthy tobacco planters instead of the
farmers. However, the existence of this class of tobacco hacendados is not
demonstrated. Here are Baldrich's own figures (p. 118) of the average size
of a tobacco farm in Puerto Rico:

Year Acres planted

1909
1919
1929
1935
1939
1949

2.7
4.1
3.1
2.6
1.7
1.8

A distribution of farms would give us a better depiction of the realities of
tobacco farming than the averages. Yet the very figures Baldrich gives are in
contrast to his account of the tobacco boycott. The boycott represented,
according to Baldrich, the interests of the hacendados tabacaleros, some-
times referred to as los senores del tabaco or even as senores de la tierra. Yet
the figures show the opposite: tobacco was a small farmer's erop. The typical
organization of the tobacco farmers was the cooperative. And even these
cooperatives were beyond the reach of most farmers. The towns with coop-
eratives were the strongholds of the boycott. Most tobacco municipalities
lacked cooperatives and relied on a complex network of merchants and
usurers for credit and markets. The theoretical scheme which insists on the
existence of hacendados del tabaco, perhaps borrowed from the studies of
the hacendados of the coffee region, seems to be artificially superimposed.

More important than this shortcoming, however, are the merits of Sem-
braron la no siembra, which has unearthed the history of a hitherto forgot-
ten farmers' movement. Tracing the activities of a secret organization of
Night Riders, town by town and sixty years after the events, by reading the
police files is no small achievement. Most importantly, the study shows that
we know less than we previously thought about our agrarian history. There
may be in the archives materials about movements long forgotten, waiting
to be unearthed by original and diligent researchers like Baldrich.
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This is neither a statistical analysis of the Atlantic slave trade in the manner
of Philip Curtin or Jean Mettas nor a profile of the French port-merchant
families engaged in the trade in the manner of Paul Butel, John G. Clark,
Jean Meyer or Henri Robert. Instead, Jean-Michel Deveau presents us with
every detail of the slave ship from her capitalization, construction, fitting
out, and composition of officers and crew to her voyage from La Rochelle
on the French Atlantic to the African coast and then by the famous "middle
passage" to the French West Indies, Saint Domingue in particular. In addi-
tion to the mandatory administrative correspondence and notarial archives,
Deveau has mined a number of collections of family papers, including ship-
logs which give the book a special cachet.

I strongly suspect that the author has spent a lifetime in the archives of La
Rochelle, only a stone's throw from the famous twin towers that still guard
the inner harbor. The price for such commitment has been a refusal to aban-
don a single sailor's death inventory or a single sack of dried beans in the
ship's hold. We learn about every item of food consumed on the voyage
(though without any dietary analysis), every piece of Cholet cloth packed
aboard, and every sickness contracted by slave and crew alike. The first half
of the book furnishes a useful catalogue, though there are no surprises, and
what emerges is the monotony, more than the anxiety and violence, of rou-
tine life aboard a slaver.

Fortunately, Deveau's dogged insistence on showing us every document
has its rewards when he quotes extensively from the ship logs of captains
Proa and Crassous. In so doing, what Deveau's study lacks in incisive analy-
sis of a set of explicit questions is compensated by an evocative description
of the African coast and a demonstration of the countless difficulties of the
French captains and crews, not to forget the horrendous conditions of the
"captives" in the hold.

Not that Deveau's findings will come as a surprise to any Africanist. But a
few conclusions are worth emphasizing. First, the ship's officers and crews
did not venture on land unless they had to. This was particularly true for the
French traders who lacked forts like the English, Dutch, and even Portu-
guese. In the course of the century the French had been driven by fierce
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competition and often sheer force eastward along the African coast from
the Cape of Palms on the Gold Coast (Ghana) to the Bight of Benin, main-
taining a rather precarious hold on the ports of Juda and Porto Novo. The
French captains were obliged to negotiate with the local African princes
from off shore or by sufferance of an English or Dutch post. Occasionally
they might risk a tent or log-shelter on the beach, but they had a healthy
respect for local African arms and for a very unhealthy disease environ-
ment.

For the most part the captains conducted the trade in small lots on the
famous "pirogues," 36-foot shallow-draft boats which could carry ten or
twelve people, and were highly maneuverable by skilled Africans who could
negotiate the dangerous coastal reefs. Slaves were purchased, not in large
gangs, but after endless petty bargaining in small lots up and down the coast.
This meant that a slaver would have to remain off the Guinea coast for
months with the danger of food and water shortage and the outbreak of
scurvy and other diseases. Not to mention the possibility of a slave revolt as
the holds became full. Slave revolts were much more common in sight of the
African coast than on the middle passage. No wonder the ship carpenters
worked day and night constructing high railings above the slave quarters
and mounted with swivel-guns which were fired often to terrify the captives
below. The ship logs convey an impression of long periods of boredom, bad
food, and tropical fever punctuated by short bursts of activity.

What did the French captains think about the Africans? In 1789 Captain
Crassous joined the French Revolution. Sailing past the Canaries two years
later, he regretted that the islands were not inhabited by "free men." The
captain was off to Mozambique to purchase slaves, and saw no contradic-
tion between his words and behavior. As for the religion of Africans, Cras-
sous commented on their "fetishism" "and "superstition," concluding that
"their ideas were too weak to permit them to lift their spirit to the Great
Being" (p. 133). On the other hand, when the captain was negotiating with
Prince Sainson of Dahomey, he referred to him as "sharp, crafty, and politi-
cally astute," even "respectable and polite" (p. 214). For Crassous at least,
chains, not color of skin, were the signs of the "indelible stain" of slavery.
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The core of this study is the presentation of quantitative data about the
slaves shipped by the Dutch, the African points of embarkation, the distri-
bution of New World destinations, the sex and age compositions of the car-
goes, mortality on the coast and middle passage, the African and American
slave prices, and some rough calculations of profitability. Around this core
are grouped descriptive parts dealing with political and economie devel-
opments in the Dutch Republic, West African coastal societies and the
Dutch colonies in America that clarify the setting of the Dutch slave trade,
changes in organization, and fluctuations over time. The organization of the
book is topical rather than chronological which raised some problems of
composition that Postma did not always successfully solve, e.g., the discus-
sion of the free trade traffic started on pp. 116-25, is resumed only on p. 201.
Readers not familiar with the outline of the story should be prepared to fit
together some parts of the puzzle all by themselves.

Summarizing the research of others Postma is relatively brief on the
Dutch slave trade in 1600-75. His treatment of the period 1675-1815 is much
more extensive and largely based on his own research which added sub-
stantially to previous data and insights. Through painstaking archival inves-
tigations Postma succeeded in a ship-by-ship reconstruction of the trade,
presented in appendices 1 and 2, which provided him with the data base for
his quantitative analysis. This is solid work by which he put all later investi-
gators into his debt.

However, as a survey of the whole of the Dutch slave trade Postma's work
is less satisfactory, although in the absence of a competitor still a useful
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guide. He is clearly less familiar with the pre-1675 period. This shows in his
treatment of the trade in 1648-74. His sketch is based on the unpublished
data of Franz Binder. The quantitative data are not the issue; they are prob-
ably reasonable approximations. It is the description of the organization of
the trade and the interpretation of the context that are problematic. Postma
was unaware of the extent to which the financial weakness of the first West
India Company (WIC) forced it to share the monopoly of the African trade
with changing groups of non-company traders. Before 1674 the trade
became semi-privatized. This raises the question to what extent, between
1674 and 1730, the second WIC was able to regain an effective monopoly or
whether it had to resort again to semi-privatization. In his extremely brief
discussion of the financing of the company slave trade Postma does not
discuss these questions, although they affect his evaluation of the introduc-
tion of the free trade regime in the 1730s.

Second, Postma describes the resurgence of the Dutch slave trade after
1648 as caused primarily by the Dutch share in the asiento trade. He may be
right, but it contradicts the widespread view that accords primacy to the
Dutch in the slave trade to the English and French Antilles in the third
quarter of the seventeenth century. The reader can only guess what his rea-
sons for disagreement may have been. This episode in particular also raises
the issue of the usefulness of a national framework. Traders and financiers
f ound ways of getting around mercantilist exclusion not only by interloping
and smuggling, but also by private international cooperation. Postma's cate-
gories seem too clear cut. Not only for this period, but for the eighteenth
century as well his discussion would have benefitted, had he occasionally
broadened it to include developments in England, France, and their planta-
tion colonies.

Postma's analysis of the slave trade as a business leaves a number of ques-
tions unanswered, particularly for the eighteenth century. African slave
prices more than quadrupled. Did European cost prices for barter goods go
up, did Africans receive more goods or was it combination of both? Informa-
tion on the composition of African cargoes and specific barter transactions is
indispensable for an analysis of this subject. Postma himself notes, rightly,
that the matter deserves more research than he has been able to devote to it.
American slave prices rose less steeply; hence the trade margin decreased.
How did the traders react? Did the slave trade become less profitable over
time? Here again, one wishes that Postma had broadened his scope some-
what to include the financial structure of the Dutch plantation sector. Was
there indeed, as has been suggested, a separation between a Zeeland-based
slave trading interest and a Holland-based plantation interest? The author
may have been wise in not raising questions he could not answer, but the
questions do indicate the sometimes rather narrow limits of his study.
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Plantages op Curaqao en hun eigenaren (1708-1845): namen en data voorna-
melijk ontleend aan transportakten. T. VAN DER LEE. Leiden, the Nether-
lands: Grafaria, 1989. xii + 87 pp. (Paper NLG 49.75)

W.E. RENKEMA

Sperwerkamp 33
3972 WB Driebergen, the Netherlands

This book contains a survey of owners of Curac,ao plantations in the period
1708-1845 (or, more accurately, from about 1720 until 1845). The author
made use of the old archives of Curac,ao (in the Algemeen Rijksarchief -
General State Archives, The Hague), especially of the series Secretarial and
Notarial Protocols. In these protocols she traced all deeds of conveyance
regarding plantations. Only incidentally are data from other sources added.
The owners are mentioned for each plantation and the plantations are ar-
ranged alphabetically. A short introduction, some illustrations, a bibliog-
raphy, two indices, and a map of Curacao dating from 1836 - which can only
be read with the help of a magnifying glass - complete this small book.
There is no information on the plantations nor any interpretation of the
data; the author merely confined herself to the painstaking work of collect-
ing them.

The author does not indicate for whom this book is intended, but I sup-
pose that she aims at a broad public. There will surely be great interest in the
subject on Cura?ao. Many people are curious to know who the owners of
the former plantations were. The question is, however, whether this book
can serve as a practical guide for them. The very first requirement for such a
book is that it ought to be easy to use. Anyone who is interested in the
history of a certain plantation should be able to find out the identity of the
owners of that particular plantation. Unfortunately the book does not fulfill
this condition. For a number of well-known plantations it indeed presents a
convenient survey of the owners in the period from about 1720 until 1845,
but a great number of other plantations cannot be traced, largely because of
the names under which the plantations are mentioned.

Anyone who deals with the history of Curacao plantations will be con-
fronted with the problem of names. All plantations had official names which
appeared in the deeds. A new owner could change the name and, indeed,
this happened on various occasions. Besides, many plantations had yet an-
other name, which was used in daily conversation; frequently this name was
derived from the first name or surname of one of the former owners. In
many cases this popular name has been in use among the people of Curac,ao
for 150 or even 200 years. The author, however, always used the official
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name recorded in the deeds; in only a few cases does she mention a second
name although for many other plantations a second or even a third name
can be found in the deeds. Since the official names are not identifiable, the
reader will look for many well-known former plantations in vain. It would
have been wise for the author to have classified the plantations under the
names by which, within living memory, they have been known on Curacao;
to each name she could have added a list of former names. If she had done
so, she would have discovered that owners, who in her book are mentioned
under different plantations, are in fact the successive owners of one and the
same plantation. For example, "Boventuin" (p. 6) and "Vergenoeging" (p.
53) are both names for "Jongbloed," a name which can be traced back to an
eighteenth-century owner; and "Uilenburg" (p. 51) and "Vredenberg" (p.
55) are two names for Jansofat or Jan Zoutvat, a name mentioned in the
deeds since 1820, referring to an owner of the early eighteenth century, but
not known to the author.

Some other problems with the names deserve brief mention:
- Five plantations are presented under the name Vredenberg, a rather con-
fusing puzzle for the average reader, who will hardly know one plantation of
that name; the reader will have similar problems with Vergenoeging (4x),
Welgelegen (4x), and Zorgvliet (3x).
- Some plantations are mentioned with a name which, in the nineteenth
century, belonged to a neighboring plantation (for example, Klein Piscadera
or Suikertuin).
- Some of the names mentioned refer to parcels of ground or tuintjes (small
gardens), which have probably never been regarded as real plantations.
- Sometimes the author herself was mixed up by the names. On p. 28 she
confused the plantations Paradera and Klein Paradera (or Phlip). Worse is
the mistake made with "St. Clara" (p. 41): part of the incorporated deeds
refer to the plantation Plantersrust (earlier called St. Clara), the other part
refers to a parcel of plantation Phlip, situated in quite another part of the
island. The same mistake has been made with the two plantations "Rust en
Vree": the deeds of these plantations have been confused from 1824
onward; besides, some deeds of a third "Rust en Vree" have been errone-
ously added.

It should be clear that this book cannot serve as a practical and reliable
guide for anyone who is interested in the history of the plantations of Cura-
c,ao. As only a few readers have a profound knowledge of the changing
names of the plantations, most of them will soon lose their way. Those who
are only interested in plantations of which the names never changed will be
happier with this book. People who want to study the history of the planta-
tions scientifically can consider it as a first step on the long path of research
they have to follow.
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Finally, it is rather disappointing that only deeds covering the period
1708-1845 are listed. The author states that only from 1708 onward have the
protocols been preserved. But it would have been possible to add earlier
data if the author had used the available literature. The same can be said of
the period after 1845. Other researchers did gather data on the owners of
Curacao plantations before 1708 and after 1845.

This book is far from being the last word on Curac.ao plantations or plan-
tation owners. What people interested in plantations are waiting for is a
profound study on the plantations of Curacao, which includes (almost)
complete lists of owners from the lay-out of the plantations in the 1660s up
to the twentieth century. Van der Lee's book can only be seen as a contribu-
tion to this greater work.

The Boni Maroon wars in Suriname. WIM HOOGBERGEN. Leiden, the Neth-
erlands: E.J. Brill, 1990. xvii + 254 pp. (Cloth US$ 60.00 NLG 105.00)

MAVIS C. CAMPBELL
Department of History
Amherst College
Amherst MA 01002, U.S.A.

Wim Hoogbergen, an anthropologist at the University of Utrecht, has writ-
ten a meticulous account of the Boni Maroons of Suriname. Most of us are
more familiar with the Ndjuka, the Saramaka, or even the Matawai Suri-
name Maroons, because of the body of scholarship on them. Not much,
however, has been published on the Boni in English other than two articles
by Silvia de Groot. For his study, Hoogbergen drew on contemporary ac-
counts, oral tradition, and archival sources, and like those of us who have
worked on the Jamaican Maroons, Hoogbergen also discovered that the
archives remain the major source for Maroon histories (p. xv).

The Boni Maroon situation represented a special kind of dynamic after
the Dutch conducted formal peace treaties with the Ndjuka (1760), the
Saramaka (1762), and the Matawai (1769). The relationship between these
pacified Maroons (in effect, the Ndjuka) and the Boni developed into one of
Byzantine complexity. It varied from free informal mingling to trading ar-
rangements, from formal fraternal declarations of friendship through the
sweri ceremony to downright hostility. The sweri was a sacred oath, also
performed at the peace treaties in the 1760s (p. 28), reminiscent of Cudjoe's
blood oath in Jamaica during the peace ceremony. This oath was considered
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sacred, and if it was broken, in Maroon cosmology, death and damnation
would befall the guilty party. There was also much intermarriage between
the Boni and the Ndjuka. Thus a complex kinship connection based on
consanguinity was established (pp. 175-76). Yet all this did not prevent ten-
sion and constant strife between the two groups. At times the Ndjuka as-
sisted the government parties attacking the Boni, while pretending to be
"neutral" (pp. 152-53; 175 andpassim.) But this bad relationship was largely
due to the machinations of the Dutch authorities, who, predictably, were set
against any friendship arrangements between them. The Machiavellian pol-
icy of divide and rule finally culminated in the collaboration of the Ndjuka
with the authorities in the most decisive battle against the Boni.

Unlike Jamaica, Maroon societies in Suriname were complicated by the
presence of different Amerindian tribes. In some cases, especially in the
initial formation of all Maroon settlements, the Amerindians were most
hostile to the blacks and were effectively used by the authorities to catch
and return runaways for which they, too, were compensated. The relation-
ship would, however, improve, at times developing into real friendship and
cooperation after a Maroon group was well established and could provide
for itself. It is fascinating that some of the Boni became so friendly with the
Wayana Indians that two of the latter were reported to have "talked with
the Boni in 'Galibi' (a Carib dialect)" (p. 193).

A weakness of the book is the sparsity of analysis, and some good oppor-
tunities were missed (e.g., pp. 58, 80,193). This, unfortunately, bogs down
the text which already suffers from frequent stylistic clumsiness in addition
to numerous errors - probably the result of translation from Dutch to
English. The work would also have benefited if even passing references had
been made to other Maroon societies of the region.

Students of Maroon societies in the New World will find Hoogbergen's
work an important addition to the literature. It has given us a wealth of
information on the important Boni group, which seems to have possessed,
during the colonial period, a high degree of ethnic consciousness. A strong
feature of the work is the attention paid to oral tradition and its juxtaposi-
tion with archival sources where possible. This is important generally, but
those folk traditions connected with the death of Boni are particularly sig-
nificant. They all serve to show the esteem and reverence the group had for
its leader, making it impossible for them to believe that he could have been
killed by ordinary means (pp. 178-83).
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Los guerrilleros negros: esclavos fugitivos y cimarrones en Santo Domingo.
CARLOS ESTEBAN DEIVE. Santo Domingo: Fundación Cultural Domi-
nicana, 1989. 307 pp. (n.p.)

RAFAEL DUHARTE JIMÉNEZ
Casa del Caribe
Santiago de Cuba, Cuba
[Translated by Leah Price]

Recent years have witnessed a notable growth, both qualitative and quanti-
tative, in studies of American slavery. This may not be unrelated to the fact
that, according to UNESCO, by the end of this century the number of de-
scendants of Africans brought to this hemisphere as slaves will pass the 100
million mark.

Scholarly research has steadily widened our knowledge of certain aspects
of slavery: the trade, manumission, the slave family, the sectors formed by
free blacks and mulattos, abolition, and rebellion. This last topic has been
amply documented, from the uprisings in the West African baracoons and
on the ships, and the passive resistance - silent but firm - which pervaded
the work life of the enslaved, to the great rebellions and the palenques.

At present, the empirical study of marronage is showing signs of a certain
saturation: each new text covers the same familiar ground (with only slight
local variation) of relations between slaves and masters, between palenques
and neighboring communities, or between Maroons and smugglers, cor-
sairs, and pirates. It would seem, then, that only a comparative approach
can produce new results.

It is in this context that we can read the contribution of the well-known
Dominican historian Carlos Esteban Deive. According to his introduction,
Los guerilleros negros undertakes to "study the history of marronage in the
Spanish colony in the light of new information from the Archivo General de
Indias." Deive's work is impressively detailed. He reconstructs with admi-
rable rigor the history of marronage in the Sierra del Baoruco and in the
maroon settlement of San Lorenzo de los Minas, the tensions and conflicts
provoked over the course of several centuries by the emigration of rebel
slaves toward the Spanish side of Santo Domingo, and the effects of the
Haitian Revolution on the Spanish colony. Deive uses a rich collection of
unpublished information to fill in one gap after another left by his many
predecessors.

Deive's discussion of the dialogue between Spanish and French commu-
nities proves especially interesting. He analyzes with precision the various
economie, political, and moral factors that motivated maroons to flee
toward the Spanish section of Santo Domingo.

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:14:10PM
via free access



304 New West Indian Guide/Nieuwe West-Indische Gids vol. 66 no. 3 & 4 (1992)

However, the final chapter of the monograph is a definite disappoint-
ment: not only is its relation to the preceding chapters loose, but it lacks the
solid documentary foundation so much in evidence throughout the rest of
the book. After claiming that the "available literature" says nothing about
the cultural life of these maroon societies in depth, Deive attempts a rather
unsuccessful characterization of maroon culture, about which he affirms:
"What has been referred to as maroon culture is based in large part on an
Afro-American slave culture which began to take shape in the first years of
slavery, and in which it is important to recognize the strength of an African-
based ideology" (p. 278).

It seems clear that a rigorous approach to the contradictions, tensions,
and evolution of maroon culture demands an imaginative articulation be-
tween the records left by slaveholders and present-day oral traditions that
survive among, for example, the Boni and the Saramaka. In this respect, the
limitations of Deive's method are instructive: the distance between histori-
ans and anthropologists must be bridged before we can hope to arrive at a
fuller understanding of American history.

Suriname 1933-1944: koloniale politiek en beleid onder Gouverneur
Kielstra. HANS RAMSOEDH. Delft, the Netherlands: Eburon, 1990. 255 pp.
(Paper Dfl 49.50)

ROSEMARIJN HOEFTE
KITLV/Royal Institute of Linguistics and Anthropology
PO Box 9515

' 2300 RA Leiden, the Netherlands

When word reached Suriname that the Dutch government had nominated
J.C. Kielstra as Governor of the colony, reactions in Paramaribo were gen-
erally positive. Kielstra seemed the right man to solve Suriname's social and
economie problems. Yet, in the eleven years of his administration he
became one of the most unpopular individuals in the history of the colony.
His critics labeled him a "conservative" and even a "reactionary," and his
poücies had a disastrous effect on Suriname. His few supporters called him a
"pragmatic social reformen" Everyone agreed, however, that the Kielstra
period marked a watershed in Suriname history. Despite the fact that the
Kielstra administration served as a catalyst, scholars have paid little atten-
tion to this fascinating episode in the colonial history of Suriname. Hans
Ramsoedh's fine dissertation fills this historiographical gap.
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Basing his study on solid archival research, Ramsoedh gives an interest-
ing picture of Kielstra's administration. In his inaugural address the Gover-
nor announced a new "doublé" policy based on economie recovery through
budget cuts and a social policy aimed at reducing migration to the capital
and the promotion of small-scale agriculture. In addition, Kielstra feared
that the economie crisis of the 1930s would lead to further social unrest
which in turn would create support for communism. This "leftist threat" was
countered by infiltration of political groups and press censorship, followed
in 1935 by the banning of political organizations.

Yet the opposition to Kielstra was fed not only by his dictatorial tenden-
cies or his wielding of the budget axe and the accompanying tax increases
but also by his policy of verindisching ("indianization"). This policy,
directed at British Indian and Javanese migrants, was to intensify the social
and political ties of these population groups and to keep them in the dis-
tricts. Local Asian leaders had to control their countrymen. To strengthen
this policy of verindisching, Dutch civil servants, educated at the Academy
for East Indian Officials, replaced the sons of the local Creole elite in the
government. Finally, Kielstra recognized separate marriage laws for Asians,
thus breaking the existing judicial uniformity {rechtseenheid).

The colored elite, in particular, fiercely resisted verindisching, because it
did not want to give up the idea of assimilation and a unified Christian and
Dutch society. The (limited) emancipation of the Asians and the arrival of
Dutch civil servants undermined the position and power of the Creole elite.
To make matters worse, the Second World War caused Kielstra to remain in
Suriname years longer than originally planned and gave him even more
room to exercise his authority. He declared martial law and outlawed politi-
cal activities of the Creole leadership. The departure in 1944 of the reac-
tionary Kielstra was greeted with a sigh of relief and represented the begin-
ning of the end of the colonial era in Suriname.

Thanks to Ramsoedh we know a lot more about Suriname at this decisive
point in its history. A minor point of criticism is that the author stays too
close to his sources and clearly hesitates to draw his own conclusions, even
though the controversial Kielstra and his remarkable policies offer a golden
opportunity to do so.

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:14:10PM
via free access



306 New West lndian Guide/Nieuwe West-Indische Gids vol. 66 no. 3 & 4 (1992)

Onvoltooid verleden: de dekolonisatie van Suriname en de Nederlandse An-
tillen. KEES LAGERBERG. Tilburg, the Netherlands: Instituut voor Ontwik-
kelingsvraagstukken, Katholieke Universiteit Brabant, 1989. ii + 265 pp.
(Paper NLG 25.00)

GERT OOSTINDIE
KITLV/Royal Institute of Linguistics and Anthropology
P.O. Box 9515
2300 RA Leiden, the Netherlands

The proclamation, in 1954, of the Statuut (Charter) of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands was a hallmark in the constitutional development of the for-
mer Dutch Caribbean colonies. According to the Statuut, the three partners
in the Kingdom were to enjoy autonomy in internal affairs. Only defense,
foreign affairs, and the guarantee of "proper government" - a vague, much-
debated concept ever since - were Kingdom matters, handled in the Dutch-
dominated Kingdom cabinet.

In 1975 Suriname, eagerly stimulated by the Dutch, opted for full inde-
pendence. The Netherlands Antilles on the other hand continue to interpret
their right to self-determination as the right to remain within the Kingdom.
After two decades of vain efforts to convince the Netherlands Antilles to
opt for full independence, the Dutch government, in the 1990 Schets voor
een Gemenebestconstructie, faced the facts and explicitly took independ-
ence off the agenda. The discussion now focuses on a slight modernization
of the Statuut, and on the restructuring of the Netherlands Antilles. The
second-largest of the former six-island state, Aruba, attained a status aparte
in 1986 and next successfully fought the package deal imposed by the Dutch,
namely independence in 1996. As it became clear that the Arubans had
attained separashon within the Statuut, both Curacao and St. Maarten
began to urge for a similar status. The Dutch are now trying hard to achieve
at least structured disintegration of the Netherlands Antilles, into three new
countries (Aruba; Curacao and Bonaire; St. Maarten, St. Eustatius and
Saba). But even this Dutch policy might well shatter.

Onvoltooid verleden, according to its subtitle, is a book about the decolo-
nization of Suriname and the Netherlands Antilles. In fact, it offers a lot
more, including some 100 pages of historical résumés, but no fresh insights
in the discussion on decplonization. The historical introduction (pp. 1-71)
plus recurring historical sections scattered throughout the book are a jum-
ble of commonplaces, inconsistencies, inaccuracies, and unsubstantiated
comments; moreover this "history" is largely irrelevant to the stated subject
matter of the book, decolonization.
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The chapters on post-War developments do not substantially add to the
extant literature on the period from 1945 (or 1954) up to the mid 1980s. The
long and detailed sections on the situation in the late 1980s have become
obsolete due to subsequent developments, particularly the 1990 Schets for
the Antilles and, regarding Suriname, the second, short-lived military coup
of 1990, the 1991 elections, and current talks on the possible establishment
of a "Commonwealth" relationship with the Netherlands. Moreover, these
chapters suffer from a lack of organization and focus, and an overdose of
repetitive quantitative illustration. For instance, anyone interested in pop-
ulation figures for Curacao may use the tables on pp. 171,175, 216 or 219.
Similar comments may be made regarding other tables, e.g., the various
ones on migration. By contrast, one misses a clear analysis of the main ele-
ments and functioning of the Statuut. Likewise, the by-now crucial problem
of narcotrafficking - one of the main reasons why the Dutch decided to
resumé a higher profile - is mentioned only once, in passing, as a temporary
aberration (p. 243).

In short, this book really does not measure up. The author, having taught
these subject matters for some decades at a Dutch university, ostensibly
knows a lot, and wants to incorporate all this in a book. Perhaps this
explains the proliferation of tables and interesting but not terribly relevant
side-lines. Yet the main arguments are ill-defined. This reader at least would
have been better served with a shorter book, or an extended article on the
major themes at stake: Can decolonization stop short of full independence
without relapsing into de facto recolonization? What are the Dutch inter-
ests at stake? What repercussions will "Europe 1992" have for the Dutch
Caribbean? And the bottom line: is there any reason to expect that these
small territories will ever become viable independent states?

Eight Eastlndian immigrants. ANTHONY DE VERTEUIL. Port of Spain: Paria,
1989. xiv + 318 pp. (Paper TT$ 75.00)

AISHA KHAN
Department of Anthropology
City University of New York Graduate School
New York NY 10036, US.A.

Affirmations of the Trinidadian national anthem's ideal that "every creed
and race find an equal place" take many forms. In this book Anthony de
Verteuil aims to demonstrate the equal place of East Indians in Trinidadian
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society through biographies of eight immigrant laborers. Depicted as start-
ing with little or nothing, his subjects are shown making significant contribu-
tions to the cultural and social fabric of Trinidad - a message that resonates
with contemporary nationalist discourse and efforts toward a conciliatory
ethnic politics. There are, therefore, two ways to read this book: literally, as
historical documentation, and symbolically, as partly representational of a
larger national perspective.

De Verteuil places his subjects within a larger context and uses it to high-
light their particular circumstances and life choices. By combining these two
levels he accomplishes his laudable objective of both "relating the story of
interesting individuals" and telling "the tale of all Indian immigrants" - a
tale that traditionally has been "an impersonal account of a faceless multi-
tude" (p. xiii). Data derive from "family tradition," archival records, and
secondary historical and anthropological sources. However, no subject's
voice is heard; the most recent year of immigration to Trinidad was 1894
("Capildeo"). This relative antiquity. and de Verteuil's eulogistic tone ren-
der these individuals rather larger than life, contributing to their effect as
symbols of a group as well as being concrete examples of "real" people. De
Verteuil's own voice alternates between scholarship, surmise, and chatty
narrative.

Chapter One briefly raises reasons for nineteenth-century emigration
from India and details the recruitment and emigration process and dispersal
to the various estates. Each subsequent chapter is a biography, illustrating
the diversity of immigrants and the many dimensions of the indenture expe-
rience. "Gokool" begins as a plantation laborer and becomes a businessman
and estate owner; "Soodeen" is an estate laborer and eventually Presby-
terian elder; "Sookoo" is an estate sirdar (headman) and a leader of the
Indian opposition to colonial regulations against the annual Hosay festival;
"Capildeo" goes from estate laborer to shop owner, itinerant village pandit,
and political activist; "Beccani" is an estate laborer, marrying a non-Indian
estate manager and becoming a small estate owner; "Ruknaddeen" begins
as an indentured laborer and religious teacher, and becomes Qazi ("chief
judge") and Sheik-ul-Islam of Muslims in Trinidad as well as co-founder of
the Anjuman Sunnat-ul-Jamaat Association; "Valiama" arrivés as a free
"creolized" Tamil immigrant from Martinique, is self-employed as a chef,
masseuse, dairy entrepreneur, and for a time single parent, and becomes a
landowner and family matriarch; "Bunsee" begins as indentured laborer
and progresses to shopkeeper, estate owner, and oil magnate.

While de Verteuil is able to show that these immigrants are both "unique"
and "perhaps very typical, [...] particularly in their determination to make a
success of life" (p. 18), his perspective on these "successes" constitutes both
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the major weakness and the major strength of this book. "Success" can be
read in the resistance to colonial oppression through political activity or by
perpetuating Indian religious and cultural heritage (e.g., "Soodeen,"
"Sookoo," "Capildeo," "Ruknaddeen"). Success is also evident in the per-
severance of these immigrants' wives, and in the stories of "Beccani" and
"Valiama" which underscore their determination and resourcefulness des-
pite the gender oppression and ethnic and class prejudices of the time.

However, embedded within de Verteuil's notion of success is a theme
associating Indians and money and contrasting religious and materialistic
values. "How pleasant it is to have money" is the opening line of the pro-
logue, "Coming in search of money"; its last sentence admonishes Trinida-
dians that "a proper attitude to wealth" is required "if the country is to
become truly great under God" (p. 23). De Verteuil's interest in the immi-
grants' acquisition of money and its significance for their lives and character
reflects his conviction that "religious beliefs [...] determined whether the
man or his money was to be the master" (p. 23) as well as his desire to
explain a putative connection between Indians and wealth. This lends cre-
dence to a local stereotype and at the same time promulgates a particular
moral position on "success." We see this most clearly in "Bunsee" and his
progeny, who, as de Verteuil's least sympathetic characters, did not adhere
to Hindu ideals and were overly concerned with worldly pursuits (pp. 243-
44). The lesson conveyed is that money gained from hard work and with
attention to religious commitment is well-deserved; fortuitous wealth "may
ruin the soul of a man" (pp. 258-59). One might speculate that this book
serves as a homily for Trinidad's future.

This book is most useful to Caribbeanists or Indian diaspora specialists
for its social and historical information. While its effort to acknowledge
Indo-Trinidadians is to be congratulated, its idiosyncratic agendas make it
less appropriate for a general readership unfamiliar with the issues.

The economizing strategy: an appücation and critique. WILLIE L. BABER.
New York: Peter Lang, 1988. xiii + 232 pp. (Cloth US$ 45.50)

JOHN STILES

Department of Anthropology
University of Michigan
Ann Arbor MI 48109, U.S.A.

Baber's main aim in this book is to critique economistic approaches to social
analysis, which he calls the "economizing strategy." The author argues that
this strategy, best represented in anthropology by the transactionalism of
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Fredrik Barth, stands in sharp contrast to the analytical privileging of histo-
ries of production. Baber presents data gathered during his late-1970s an-
thropological fieldwork in the Martinican village of Morne Vert within the
latter tradition, and explicitly contrasts his findings with the economistic
assumptions he sees underlying Horowitz's analysis of the same community
(Horowitz 1959). However, Baber wishes to show that while inattention to
history and power weakens economistic approaches, Marxist analyses can
nonetheless be enhanced by the incorporation of technical tools from the
repertoire of marginalist, neo-classical economics.

Baber begins with an apt characterization of Barth's transactionalism,
which he establishes as the epitome of the "economizing strategy." Here
social behavior is understood as rational exchange between knowing actors
who seek to maximize value and minimize loss. What Baber sees as lacking in
this sociological method is attention to relations of power. For transactions to
work to everyone's benefit, there must be sociocultural homogeneity and
equal access to material and ideational resources. But because these condi-
tions exist in virtually no society, accounting for social change is very difficult,
since this framework's prerequisites allow no room for history or differentia-
tion. For the author, a more satisfying approach to sociocultural change is the
one delineated by Mamdani (1976), who emphasizes histories of production.
In particular, Baber argues for understanding social class as generated in
processes of production and not, as it is in economistic approaches, merely
through greater access to wealth and distributive resources.

With this theoretical framework outlined, the author presents the conclu-
sions Horowitz drew from fieldwork in Morne Vert - specifically that the
village was dominated by a prosperous, relatively independent peasant sec-
tor, and was notable for low levels of stratification and a high degree of
sociocultural consensus. Horowitz also argued that while it was "formally"
possible to impose a class-based analysis on his data from Morne Vert, he
did not observe the "behavioral correlates" of such a system in the village
(Horowitz 1959:124, cited in Baber p. 140).

Because Baber sees Horowitz's analysis as permeated with the timeless-
ness of economistic assumptions, to the detriment of a more historical-ma-
terialist approach, he challenges the latter's conclusions. He argues that his
own fieldwork revealed that there was much greater stratification, in both
the 1950s and the 1970s, than Horowitz uncovered or admitted: for example,
békés (white creoles) owned significant lands with the village limits, and
many "peasants" performed wage labor for larger landholders. Only
because Horowitz ignores the historical relations of power implicit in
Mintz's definition of Caribbean peasantries as "reconstituted" can he char-
acterize Morne Vert as unstratified. By contrast, Baber sees class relations
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as the major force behind social change in the village.
Yet while for most of the book Baber is critical of the "economizing strat-

egy," he does argue in conclusion that marginalist economics offers several
technical tools which can be incorporated into production-oriented analy-
ses. Similarly, he shifts tone to acknowledge that it is important to see value
created not just in processes of production, but in the articulation of produc-
tion and exchange.

This attempt at integration, however, is belied by several inconsistencies.
While Baber takes Horowitz to task for his alleged failure to contextualize
Morne Vert within broader systems, when Horowitz does so to assert that
the village is not class-stratified, Baber criticizes him for ignoring village
microdynamics. He thus appears to focus his lens differently when it suits
his theoretical argument. In addition, his insistent recourse to his empirical
data from Morne Vert, which to him demonstrate that the village is class-
stratified, leads him to argue that "self-consciousness" of class should not be
a criterion of its definition (p. 147). Yet he neglects to address, with this
broad, dismissive stroke, why both quantifiable and non-quantifiable
aspects of class difference cannot be considered meaningful. This neglect
may be in part accounted for by Baber's relentless focus on resolving
debates which now seem unnecessarily polarized and stale. This book might
have been more richly informed by recent work which integrates the mate-
rial and non-material aspects of the reproduction of class difference and
social meaning, from Gramsci-inspired approaches such as cultural studies.

One also misses a fuller contextualization of Horowitz's work as a record
of two particular moments, in the life of Morne Vert and in anthropology.
Baber does not acknowledge strongly enough that Horowitz's conclusions
may have been influenced by the village's brief but exceptional prosperity
during the period of Horowitz's fieldwork. Similarly, by not fuUy delineating
the place of Horowitz's work in 1950s "community studies," and under-
estimating the influence of this paradigm, Baber at times judges Horowitz
too harshly.

Finally, the turgid writing and weak editing (with numerous typograph-
ical errors) of this book must be acknowledged.
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Poverty in Jamaica. M.G. SMITH. Kingston: Institute of Social and Econom-
ie Research, 1989. xxii + 167 pp. (Paper US$ 12.00)
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The bulk of this book was originally written in 1975 to assess basic needs
among Jamaica's impoverished citizens, who comprise the majority of the
population. On behalf of the Manley administration, M.G. Smith adminis-
tered an exploratory survey to yield data for rational and effective devel-
opment planning. Poverty in Jamaica is only a slightly revised version of the
report that was written for government officials and politicians and, there-
fore, was not concerned with elaborate conceptualization and formulation.
Emphasis was (and is in the 1989 publication) placed on description and
basic extrapolation. The data are compiled and tabulated in 85 tables, and
Smith offers a reasonable, straightforward description of what the tables
indicate about conditions among the poor. However, Smith focuses on indi-
viduals, households, and families as the key units of need, and seemingly
resists making inferences that would lead him to the broader configurations
of class, power, and economie underdevelopment that condition the sur-
veyed needs. The absence of any discussion on the structure of inequalities
is disappointing, especially since Smith has devoted much of his career to
the study of social stratification. He himself has stated that

correct conceptions of the structure of [Caribbean] societies are particularly important
and necessary to guide the programmes and policies of the movements and govern-
ments that struggle with them, remedially or otherwise [...]. The currently confused
state of thinking about West Indian social structure identifies its analysis and clar-
ification as the most important immediate task to be undertaken in order that we may
advance our understanding of these societies, their current trends, problems and needs.
(Smith 1984:13)

Despite Smith's own directive, Poverty in Jamaica does little to clarify or
explicate the structure of resource distribution and need in Jamaica, which
is characterized by one of the world's most inequitable patterns of income
distribution (Stone 1980:53; Boyd 1987). Instead, the book meets a more
limited objective by providing data that voluntary and government agencies
can further interpret and use as a basis for future research, planning, and
implementation. While this is an appropriate aim for a report, a book
intended to reach a broader audience would have benefited from an analy-
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sis more sensitive to historical context. Published more than a decade after
the original document was written, the book neglects to relate the objec-
tives, results, and context, of the 1974-75 survey to the prevailing climate in
Jamaica during the 1980s, a period marked by austere structural adjustment
policies and by a political backlash against the 1970s' experiment in demo-
cratie socialism. Possibly in an attempt to remain close to the evidence and
to avoid charges of ideological bias (cf. Robotham 1980,1985; Smith 1983,
1987), Smith chose not to engage wider political and economie questions.

In spite of the absence of broader intellectual and social context, the book
is worth reading because of its insights into the problems of survey research
and labor force statistics; its concern with both official and folk definitions of
need, employment, and work; its attention to informally organized mutual
aid networks among the poorest segments of the population; its recognition
of gender differentials and the doublé jeopardy poor women experience;
and, finally, its attempt to ground its assessment in a people-centered identi-
fication of need rather than in a framework focused on "social problems."

While the survey succ'essfully revealed "the gross magnitude of national
need for social assistance of various kinds" (p. 9) among the bottom 85% of
the population (p. 22), its original design and sampling procedure (devel-
oped by Jamaica's Department of Statistics) were flawed. Hence, the repre-
sentativeness of the results was compromised. However, problems of val-
idity and reliability were not limited to Smith's project alone. Government
labor force statistics "inflate the incidence of employment [...], conceal the
volume of underemployment, and [...] understate the degree of unemploy-
ment" (p. 41). In contrast, the needs survey yielded data that permitted
Smith to differentiate more adequately among salient socioeconomic cate-
gories - from regular wage-workers to the never-employed.

The survey demonstrated that the overall circumstances for rural individ-
uals and households were significantly more depressed than those under
which urban people lived, and generally women's economie conditions
were worse than men's. The unemployed were a sizable proportion of the
sample (27.43%), with women bearing the brunt (31.55% as compared to
22.4% among men). Eighty-seven per cent of the respondents earned
incomes that were at or below the "poverty wage" of between JA$ 50 per
week for urban areas and JA$ 30 for rural areas (Stone 1980:51). Nearly
60% earned less than JA$ 30 per week, and more than 30% earned less than
JA$ 20. The situation was even more desperate for household heads, of
whom more than 60% earned less than $10 weekly. Close to 20% of the
households surveyed lacked any employed adult residents.

The survey also revealed that informal exchanges in cash, commodities,
services, information, and advice played a significant part meeting needs
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unfulfilled by established social service institutions. The majority of aid
transactions involved kinspeople circulating gifts or loans of cash. Surpris-
ingly, over four times as many men as women engaged in kinship exchanges.
This gap was wider than expected even in light of men's higher level of
participation in the market economy. Overall, the highest participation
rates involved rural men, followed by urban men, then urban women, and
finally rural women, who had the least access to resources.

Smith cogently substantiates the need for more adequate employment
opportunities, training programs, low-cost housing, public medical facilities
in rural areas, government support for aged and pre-school dependents, and
improved access to arable land, credit, and supporting facilities for farming.
He also extrapolates the need for literacy programs, family planning
schemes, legal aid, and information about available provisions and services.
He admits that the 1974-75 survey and his interpretation of its results "invite
criticism" (p. 164). However, the study's flaws serve a constructive role in
that they point to modifications and refinements that could be made to con-
struct more reliable instruments for planning-related research. In this
regard, a qualified reading of this book can offer valuable food for thought.
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nomie Research, 1990. xii + 125 pp. (Paper US$ 7.75)
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This modest, informative study of urban roadside food sellers in Kingston
was undertaken to provide basic information on the economie and social
characteristics of a small-scale entrepreneurial group, as the basis for mak-
ing policy recommendations to Government. By classifying the foods sold
into five categories (e.g., "pre-prepared traditional homemade solids such
as fried fish, sandwiches, jerked chicken, cornmeal/sweet potato pudding";
or "natural foods such as fruits, peanuts, and sugar cane"), the project direc-
tors provided themselves with a sample basis for more detailed study of fifty
vendors. (This number was later reduced to thirty.)

The project directors included two social workers, a historian-novelist,
and a nutritionist. The fieldwork, however, was carried out by other persons
who, while thanked, are never identified; nor do we learn anything about
their age, gender, training, or education. In addition to mapping vendor
locations and enumerating foods, fieldworkers visited vendors both at work
and at home. Different workers handled the daytime and after-work seg-
ments of the research, which may have meant the loss of some materials.
Nonetheless, the data contained in the "vendor life" section is interesting
and revealing. In addition to specifying their family situations and giving a
good sense of their economie levels, this section documents the energy, skill,
and hopefulness of the vendors, many of them quite desperately poor, in
their spirited dealings with a difficult and even dangerous world. The writers
point out that vendors were not enthusiastically cooperative - but this is
hardly surprising when one learns of the difficult conditions under which
they operate. One wonders whether perceived class differences may also
have played a part in limiting the cooperativeness of the retailers. All the
more credit, then, to the fieldworkers.

The study concludes with four recommendations (though they might bet-
ter be called observations): that Government should help to stabilize ven-
dor activity, rather than seek to chase vendors off the streets; provide access
to funding for improvement of small enterprise; organize training programs
for vendors; and - in view of the low nutritive value of the foods and the
unsanitary conditions of their sale - institute training in nutrition and
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sanitation. These are all unexceptionable recommendations, but there are
probably no grounds at all for expecting Government to respond positively
to any of them.

In situating their work in wider contexts, the authors refer to the termi-
nology of the "informal economy," and even refer to comparable studies in
Africa and Asia. But only the name "informal economy" is new; and of
course Jamaicans have been higglers for centuries. By ignoring the rich past
of the local internal market system, the authors slight the remarkable conti-
nuity of retailing practices that go back, in the Jamaican case, to long before
the end of slavery itself, and that have a special resonance. What is impor-
tant about these retailers is that they are uneducated and disadvantaged,
but economically independent, self-employed entrepreneurs. Unlike the
writers, say, or this reviewer, they do not work for Government or for some
private university, research body, or other employer, and they have precious
little to call their own. Each day, without the slightest help and, often, in the
face of official obstructionism, they take their chances with the tiny bit that
is theirs, using their energy, brains, and character to stay in business. They
come much closer to the "free enterprise" we hear so much about these days
than do any of the folks who are telling us about it. Back in 1952,1 recall a
Jamaican higgler telling me about her friend: "one week she gain, an' one
week she lose, but she rather be a higgler an' mek a shillin' than work in
somebody's house." By failing to stress this "independentist" aspect of
small-scale retailing (and by resorting to the amusing but trivializing car-
toon that graces their book's cover), the writers underplay the human, eco-
nomie, and moral significance of their study.

Urban poverty in the Caribbean: French Martinique as a social laboratory.
MICHEL S. LAGUERRE. New York: St. Martin's Press, 1990. xiv + 181 pp.
(Cloth US$ 45.00)

YONA JÉROME

Villa Panzo, Bois Neuf
97232 Lamentin, Martinique

This book presents the results of a study conducted by the author in 1985-86,
in two low-income neighborhoods of Fort-de-France, Martinique. Sainte-
Thérèse is a poor section located in the southeast suburbs of the city, and
Volga-Plage is a nearby area that has been heavily settled by squatters. The
aim of the research was to prove that urban poverty spawns its own devel-
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opment; for this, Fort-de-France is seen as providing an extremely rich
resource: "Like all the capital cities of the Caribbean, Fort-de-France has its
share of poverty" (p. 16).

The reproduction of this urban poverty implies however a reproduction
of urban wealth, since the two phenomena coexist through the maintenance
of asymmetrical social relations between rich and poor. In other words,
Laguerre envisions the reproduction of the parts necessary for the repro-
duction of the system as a whole. This approach leads him to a consideration
of the ecological dimension. The urban poor, he argues, occupy those areas
that the dominating class decides to abandon to their use, and thus forms
part of the spatial hierarchy of the city. Thus, poverty is likely to continue as
long as the relations between poor and dominant sectors remain asymmetri-
cal, with the poor at the bottom of the hierarchy in terms of locality. Further-
more, unlike other classes, the poor lack access to resources and significant
social contacts within their own environment.

Other subjects covered in this study are identified as "the urban house-
hold as a multi-product finn," "domestic workers," "the grocery store as an
exploitation niche," "saving associations," and "immigrant households as
overseas subsidiaries." The author's exploration of each of these categories
leads him to conclude that they are all "niches" favorable to the reproduc-
tion of poverty. Laguerre considers it appropriate to define the urban
household as a firm in that it has multiple sources of revenue and, as in a
firm, aims at accumulation. It differs from a firm, however, in not seeking a
profit, turning its primary attention toward the well-being and happiness of
its members. His other three units of analysis - "domestic workers," "the
grocery store," and "savings associations" - also reproduce urban poverty,
but these depend on the exploitation of individuals within the poor commu-
nity by another member of this same community.

"Immigrant households" designates the "niche" where poverty is repro-
duced most sharply because it must deal with factors such as the definition
of the immigrant's status, the low opinion held of them by the local pop-
ulation, obligations toward family members left behind in the home coun-
try, and financial responsibilities toward recently-arrived relatives and
friends, or toward those back home who wish to immigrate.

Laguerre is well justified in describing the current situation in Martinique
in terms of the evolution of the condition of domestic workers, the function-
ing of savings associations (les sousous) and grocery stores (les boutiques),
but his analysis is weakened by a perspective distinctly lacking in optimism.
His notion that poverty is always inescapable seems overdrawn. In fact, the
situation is quite different, and my own feeling is that what we need are
more studies of strategies and programs that allow people to emerge from
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poverty. These might include, for example: improvements in living condi-
tions, especially measures to combat problems of sanitation; primary educa-
tion, possibly even including private schools; increases in sources of reve-
nue; social mechanisms aimed at the struggle against impoverishment;
intra-community cooperative efforts working through the sousous and
informal work exchanges.

As a French département, Martinique benefits from many welfare pro-
grams designed for low-income groups. If it is true that human dignity
requires some means of earning a living through properly compensated
labor, it is also true that privileged sectors of the population have a respon-
sibility to show some solidarity with the less well-to-do by helping to raise
their Standard of living.

Martinique would not seem to be the best testing ground for general
theories about urban poverty in the Caribbean. What does a poor person in
Vo'a Plage have in common with a poor person in Castries or Roseau? I
would underscore, in this regard, the high level of social consciousness in
French society.

Moreover, Martinique is a society undergoing dramatic change in the
context of its stepped up participation in post-1992 Europe. Whether this is
for the better or the worse, it is certain that in many respects life in Marti-
nique bears little resemblance to that in other Caribbean islands.

On the other hand, I found reason to wonder about the more general
sociological stance of the book's author, who cites Bourdieu to claim that
"The social function of the school system is that of reproduction of class
relations" (p. 13). Indeed, the school system would have made an excellent
focus of a study of Martiniquan society. But Laguerre does not specify what
it means to be poor (or rich) in Martinique, and does not define relations
between the two classes except in his discussion of domestic workers.

As for immigrants in Martinique, it is extremely important to distinguish
the situations of those who are legal and those who are clandestine. It is
equally important to take into account the role of the very powerful unions,
such as CGTM, CSTM, and CDMT, which support struggles aimed at up-
holding workers' rights.

Laguerre's book provides interesting information on certain aspects of
Martiniquan society such as the functioning of boutiques and sousous and
relations between employers and employees. But theoretical questions are
poorly handled. And it is not clear how such a study could reflect realities in
other islands of the Caribbean.
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