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BOOK REVIEWS

Theatre. JUDY S.J. STONE. London: Macmillan Caribbean, 1994. xii + 268
pp. (Paper £14.95).

SANDRA L. RlCHARDS
Department of African American Studies
Northwestern University
Evanston IL 60208, U.S.A.

Part of the series "Studies in West Indian Literature," Theatre is a com-
prehensive study of the history of English-speaking theater in the Carib-
bean from its literate beginnings td contemporary times. Swiftly reviewing
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century theater, which was largely British in
its orientation, Judy Stone takes up her story of the making of a distinctive,
West Indian regional theater with the 1930s, when black nationalist move-
ments began to emerge. The term "West Indian" is used by Series Editor
Kenneth Ramchand to distinguish this cultural area from the "French,"
"Dutch," or "Spanish" West Indies. Marcus Garvey and Una Marson of
Jamaica, Norman Cameron of Guyana, and C.L.R. James and Errol Hill of
Trinidad are the pioneers of this early period. Indeed, Hill towers over this
entire theater history, for not only has he made his mark as a playwright
and historian, but the performance paradigm advanced in his 1972 The
Trinidad Carnival: Mandate for a National Theatre proposed a relation-
ship between popular traditions and scripted drama that playwrights like
Derek Walcott, Edgar White, or Michael Gilkes, just to cite a few, have
explored with wonderfully imaginative results.

Stone identifies five characteristic "streams" or broad genres: realism,
theater of the people, total theater, classical theater, and ritual theater.
Representative of the first are Errol John, Trevor Rhone, and Alwin Bully
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who in such dramas as Moon on a Rainbow Shawl (1958), Smile Orange
(1972), and Streak (1975) captured the social as well as romantic concerns,
vernacular speech patterns, and humor of the masses. By far the most pa-
tronized form, theater of the people is actor-centered, concentrating on
pedestrian issues in a broadly comic, earthy idiom that is uninterested in
literary durability. Given a similar emphasis on easy communication with
an audience, Stone places in this stream the more contemporary "crotch"
theater of Jamaica, political and African-oriented groups, and community
theaters based in churches, social education, and group therapy insti-
tutions. Prominent among this group are the Trinidadian Freddie Kissoon
who has written more than sixty comedies and a seventy-eight-episode
radio serial; Ralph Maraj, also of Trinidad, whose plays, though not ex-
clusively Indo-Trinidadian in content, are patronized almost entirely by
people of East Indian descent; Sistren, a socio-politically oriented, Jamai-
can women's collective; and Pat Cumper, who seems to have inherited the
mantle of serious female playwright originally worn by Una Marson. Also
mentioned briefly are the two best-loved storytellers of the West Indies,
Paul Keens-Douglas of Trinidad and Louise Bennett-Coverly, a.k.a. "Miss
Lou," of Jamaica.

As Errol Hill had observed, festival traditions like Carnival in Trinidad,
Jonkonnu in Jamaica, Cropover in Barbados, or Mashramani in Guyana
offer models for total theater, which combines music, dance, archetypal
mask, and the spoken word. Chief among the practitioners of this stream
are Roderick Walcott and Earl Lovelace. Stone offers extended analysis of
their best known plays along with a briefer set of observations about
various governmental efforts to exploit this popular paradigm for political
purposes. Related to this stream is ritual theater, in which playwrights like
Dennis Scott, Rawle Gibbons, and Zeno Constance deploy such social
rituals as the nine-night wake, stickfighting, and children's games either as
plot or structuring device in order to fashion a theater that is more sophis-
ticated and idiosyncratic in its thematics and visual semiotics than total
theater, yet attempts to speak to the majority of the people. Seen as a
category of one, Nobel Prize-winner Derek Walcott is the exemplar of
classical theater, which seeks to articulate a postcolonial Caribbean iden-
tity by confronting Western traditions. Because Stone was a member of
Walcott's Workshop in 1968-73, this chapter is particularly strong in trac-
ing some of the extensive revisions and production circumstances that
shaped his scripts.

Wisely, Judy Stone has not forgotten those who have emigrated but
nonetheless remained vitally concerned with the countries of their birth.
Thus, her chapter on Black British Theatre includes solid discussions of the
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dramas of Mustapha Matura; Edgar White, who also achieved several
significant American productions during the 1960s Black Arts movement;
and Caryl Phillips, who Stone acknowledges would disavow the label of
black British writer. The author concludes her impressively researched text
with an embarrassingly brief discussion of which stream is likely to charac-
terize West Indian theater in the future. The materiality of theater-making
is not discussed even though as a long-time actress, director, and theater
reviewer, Stone is presumably well acquainted with the kinds of infra-
structural resources - adequate salades and material supplies, engaged
audiences and critical response, and easy circulation of scripts - that are
critical to the survival of any artistic movement. Nor does she engage the
irony of the fact that the stream most patronized by West Indians is also
the least literate, a value she clearly wants to privilege.

Nonetheless, Judy Stone is to be commended for having authored such
an extensive overview. This is a pioneering text destined to occupy a
central position in the study of Caribbean theater. lts eighty-page biblio-
graphy of playscripts, reviews, related novels, and poetry extends the
theater scholarship of Errol Hill and the Walcott research of Irma Gold-
straw. Though we may wish at times for more in-depth analysis and atten-
tion to theoretical issues, scholars are likely to return to Theatre again and
again as an invaluable sourcebook.

The Jamaican Stage, 1655-1900: Profile of a Colonial Theatre. ERROL
HILL. Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 1992. xiv + 346 pp.
(Cloth US$ 35.00)

LOWELLFIET
Department of English
University of Puerto Rico
Rfo Piedras, Puerto Rico 00931

With The Jamaica Stage, 1655-1900, Errol Hill makes one of the most
valuable contributions to theater scholarship in the Caribbean of the past
decade. No other source covers the history of colonial theater inside an
Anglophone Caribbean society with the same completeness. The Jamai-
can Stage joins Robert Cornevin's survey of Haitian theater (1973), Nilda
Gonzilez's bibliographic record of theatrical production in Puerto Rico
(1979), Rine Leal's history of Cuban theater (1980), and the Danilo
Ginebra et al. "panorama" of the colonial development of Dominican
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theater (1984), to complete the circle of early theatrical development in the
Greater Antilles. Yet it is distinguished even within this group by the
richness of contemporaneous documentation and, especially, Hill's use of
newspaper criticism and commentary.

The Jamaican Stage first studies the formal or European colonial the-
ater, performed for the mainly white and free-colored elites of Jamaican
society, and then reconstructs the parallel and simultaneous popular Afri-
can-Caribbean heritage of traditions preserved and/or syncretically de-
veloped and enriched as forms of resistance and cultural expression by the
majority population of enslaved African plantation workers. This dis-
tinction, not as clearly marked in other studies - in some, ignored almost
entirely - militates against making the emergence of an independent
Caribbean theater appear to be the seamless evolution of the earlier colo-
nial European theater. Issues of race and empire, at times blunted in other
studies, remain central to Hill's historiography. The book's third section
raises the concerns of Hill's earlier work on the development in the
twentieth century of national theaters in the Caribbean (1972). The shift of
focus in this final section reflects methodological shortcomings which
make it less germane than it might have been to the more extensively
researched and argued earlier sections constituting the body of the work.

Yet, in spite of the richness of the historical context and the impressive
documentation, The Jamaican Stage reads with difficulty, even for the
specialist. The problem appears to be organizational. The attempt to write
three books in one - one formal-colonial, another Afro-Caribbean, and a
third on national-regional theaters - would perhaps be more readable, for
the non-specialist and specialist alike, if the order of its three sections were
inverted or, perhaps even more appropriately, if they were broken apart
and presented as interrelated but separate volumes. The impression given
is that the epilogue on more contemporary theater is the book Hill most
wanted to write. However, as a final rather than introductory and/or theo-
retical essay, it suffers more than the other two sections. The first (Chapters
2-8, roughly two-thirds of the entire book), on the European colonial
theater in Jamaica, reflects the most successful scholarship because it
draws on secure documentary evidence. It is the most complete but also
the most trying section of the book. This is especially surprising given its
often remarkably concise and informative writing - for example, in the
brief but significant discussion of the Morant Bay Uprising and its social
and theatrical consequences.

The characters and events of this historical pageant are often larger than
life and should be interesting in and of themselves: late eighteenth-century
thespians such as David Douglass, Lewis Hallam, Sr., and Lewis Hallam, Jr.,
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of the American Company heroically confronted illness, hurricanes, the
Revolutionary War, and fickle audiences; famous visitors to Jamaica such
as Monk Lewis, Lady Nugent, and George Bernard Shaw (with whom the
book begins) emitted enlivened critical comments; Jamaican-born profes-
sionals such as Frances Barnet Woollery, John Anderson Castello, the
West Indian Roscius, the members of the Cordova family, and Morton
Tavares became known in England, the United States, and internationally;
records from 1682 on of theater buildings in Spanish Town and Montego
Bay and in Kingston, moving from Harbour Street to the Parade and the
building of the Theatre Royal, the New Theatre Royal, and the Ward The-
ater (1907), are discussed in detail; the presumed successful 1733 produc-
tion of The Beggar's Opera took place only five years after the London
premiere; post-emancipation theater performances by black groups such as
the Ethiopian Amateur Society and the Numidian Amateur Association
began in the late 1840s; John Fawcett's popular melodrama about a runa-
way slave, Obi; or, Three Fingered Jack (1800), received only one per-
formance in Jamaica and that not until 1862; minstrelsy from the United
States arrived in Jamaica in 1865; the trials, tribulations, and intrigues of
groups such as the Holland Company and its leading actress Effie Johns
chronicle the life of nineteenth-century touring companies; original texts
such as the playlet A West Indian Scène (1824-25), which discusses the
treatment of slaves, the staging in 1853 of Jamaican plays by Charles
Shanahan, and In Stormy Days, or, The Vow that Saved Jamaica - along
with Shanahan's The Spanish Warrior, probably the best of Jamaican
drama in the nineteenth century - written by nuns and performed in 1897
by their female high school students, assume their rightful place as
examples of native dramaturgy; the work of the popular black writer and
performer Henry G. Murray, and to a lesser degree, his sons Andrew and
William, who wrote in the vernacular and included Anansi tales, proverbs,
and black working-class characters, also receives well-deserved attention;
and finally, the performance by Cuban refugees of the rousing A las
armas, on the outbreak of the Second War of Cuban Independence, serves
as an example of Caribbean solidarity.

Personages and events such as these should make compelling reading.
That they do not in The Jamaican Stage seems a result of excellent re-
search that has not been transformed successfully into a memorable text.
The narrative often seesaws over 200 years of theater history without
giving readers a firm historical footing. The structure becomes repetitive:
first, physical theaters, then productions and companies, and then original
texts, but always recrossing the historical terrain of the previous section.
The breadth of the information tends to dilute the importance of the true
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gems of original theatrical creation which should probably be the central
focus, and it forces onto readers the construction of a reasonable narrative
structure on which to hang and order the materials.

Alongside the rush of documentation on the formal colonial theater
between the late seventeenth and early twentieth centuries, the popular
music, dance, festival, and storytelling traditions of the Afro-Jamaican
population before and after emancipation seem pale by comparison. The
thoroughness of the colonial section creates the expectation of similar
documentation and specificity in the Afro-Caribbean section. The descrip-
tions of Jonkonnu, tea meetings, "bruckins," and the performance ele-
ments inherent in the possession rituals of Myalism and Afro-Christian
sects tend to be generalized and to summarize existing studies rather than
reveal new sources. Perhaps the most unique contribution made in the
latter regard is Hill's documentation of the popularity in Jamaica of North
American entertainment forms such as minstrelsy and the medicine show.
Admittedly, the Afro-Caribbean tradition, which is generally not scribal
and apparently has left no organized written record, would prove more
difficult to research, but the interests of the work would perhaps have
been better served if more attention had been devoted to the rediscovery
of the forms of dramatic expression of the majority population. Errol Hill is
a playwright and theater historian and not an anthropologist, and to ex-
pect this section to be as complete and compelling as Fernando Ortiz's Los
bailes y el teatro de los negros en el folklore de Cuba (1951) or Roger D.
Abrahams's The Man-of-Words in the West Indies: Performance and the
Emergence of Creole Culture (1983) may seem overly demanding. Such a
treatment of popular dramatic and theatrical expression in Jamaica and/or
the rest of the Anglophone Caribbean remains to be written.

The purpose of Hill's "Epilogue: A Caribbean Perspective" is well cap-
tured in the question, "How to define the identity of Caribbean peoples?"
and its further clarification:

That is the quest that has been going on with increasing urgency and
passion. It is a search in which the arts - the finest expression of a
people's aspirations and sense of belonging - become embroiled and are
subject to intense scrutiny and debate. And the theatre, as most public and
lively of the arts, finds itself at the centre of attention whenever these
issues are disputed. (p. 273)

The formulation here of the social function of art may be politically correct
- this is what the art or theater historian is supposed to say - but it lacks
substantial supporting evidence.

Developing arguments made in The Trinidad Carnival (1972) and by
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critics such as Kole Omotoso (1982), Hill elaborates a universalist "ritual
origins" notion to "explore the nature of theatre itself' (p. 274). The Aris-
totelian terminology and the tendency to characterize theater as the secu-
larization of religious cult worship - all of which throw the discussion of
art and art history and its relation to popular cultural expressions into a
theoretical quagmire heavily dependent on the "evolution" of complex
from simpler organisms, or in cultural terms, of the "privileged" formal or
esthetic from the less consciously conceived popular, folkloric, or ritualistic
expression. These issues, so strongly mediated by factors of race, gender,
class, and empire (literally, who is writing history), need a far more tho-
rough revision than the epilogue of The Jamaican Stage permits. Thus, in
its current form, much of the epilogue remains extraneous to the concrete
issue at hand: a reasonable narrative of the parallel development and inter-
sections of the colonial European theater and popular dramatic expression
of the majority Afro-Jamaican population.

The availability of published information on Anglophone Caribbean
theater has vastly improved in the past three years. The richness of docu-
mentation in The Jamaican Stage makes a major contribution to under-
standing the function of formal theater in providing Jamaica's colonial
elite with an image of themselves as representatives of European culture
and "civilization," in spite of the distance separating them. Judy S.J.
Stone's Theatre (1994) explores the twentieth-century West Indian the-
ater on the basis of information established by Hill, and Hill's coedited
volume (Banham, Hill, and Woodyard 1994) further elaborates the con-
nections between African, transCaribbean and European dramatic forms.
The newest addition to this impressive group is Bruce King's 1995 study,
Derek Walcott and West Indian Drama. Errol Hill is in large measure
responsible for establishing scholarship in theater and drama, too long the
forgotten stepchildren of West Indian literature, in the Anglophone Carib-
bean. The Jamaican Stage, 1655-1900 lays the foundation upon which
much future work can begin to build.
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SUPRIYA NAIR
Department of English
Tulane University
New Orleans LA 70118, U.S.A.

V.S. Naipaul is probably one of the most canonized of contemporary
writers in the English language today, but not everyone would agree that
his current market/literary success is indicative of the universal popularity
of writers from the Third World. In fact, because of the controversial nature
of his claims about many formerly colonized countries, including his native
Trinidad, the most heatedly discussed aspect of Naipaul's works is just
how much he belongs to the West rather than to the Third World. Bruce
King's V.S. Naipaul, one among the more recent additions to the growing
output on Naipaul's oeuvre, seeks to read Naipaul as belonging neither to
one space nor to the other, and seems to agree with the writer's portrayal
of himself as "a former colonial who has become a homeless cosmopo-
litan." Accepting Naipaul's representation of unease in both these posi-
tions, King commends the "moral honesty in his work [coming from] a
refusal to sentimentalize England or the former colonies" (p. 2). It is claims
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such as these that reveal both the strengths and the weaknesses in King's
own discussion of Naipaul's work.

On the one hand, too much has been made of Naipaul's essential
national status and his betrayal of the revolutionary politics of the Third
World. Critiques of his work operating from an assumption of the inevi-
table radicalization of postcolonial writers fail to take into account the fact
that the class position of most of these writers is determined through colo-
nial education and middle-class mobility. The expectation of a natural
sympathy for working-class agendas or anti-colonial politics totalizes the
Third World into an always allegorized oppositional relationship with the
Western metropolises. King traces with more caution Naipaul's specific
background as an East Indian Brahmin in Trinidad, growing up in the
racially-riven colonial world of the West Indies, initially struggling in Eng-
land, and eventually making it to the status he enjoys now. King departs
from the usual tradition of ascribing Naipaul's politics of disillusion to his
privileged background, instead foregounding Naipaul's minority status as
a Trinidadian Indian in British-dominated and later in the black nationalist-
controlled politics of the island.

On the other hand, simply to assert Naipaul's homogeneous cynicism as
somehow more praiseworthy because of its balanced attitude toward all
the spaces and histories he critiques is rather disingenuous. King argues,
for instance, that A House for Mr. Biswas develops "the central vision" of
Naipaul's perceived reality: "the world is without purpose, violent, dan-
gerous; in the natural world life is fearful, comfortless, irrational and brutal"
(p. 37). Broadly, Naipaul's work could be so categorized, but then King
goes on to propose a sense of opposition to this world view in the
modernist thrust of the writer's work. Hence Naipaul's writing would be
one way of introducing order into a disordered, hostile world. Another
way, as it turns out, is his attitude toward empire. "Imperialism can even be
desirable if it brings order, peace, security and knowledge and raises
people to a larger, more tolerant view of the world beyond their petty local
conflicts and limited vision," says King (p. 10). King seems to agree with
Naipaul's view. The consensus is made evident in remarks about "losers"
who shriek about victimization instead of relying on sharp thinking and
self-help (p. 15) and an emphasis on how well Naipaul fits into the Western
canon (as in the long and not always appropriate comparison of A House
for Mr. Biswas and King Lear). At the same time King believes that Nai-
paul's dislike of the Muslim conquerors and approval of the British impe-
rialists in India: A Million Mutinies Now offers proof of his "balanced"
view that (all) colonialism is not wholly to be condemned. The moder-
nizing impulse of colonial capital is thus given credit without an equal
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emphasis on the seamy side of modernity for those who were colonized.
The argument that one form of colonialism was not as bad as another
misses the boat when it comes to acknowledging that much of the disorder
was also a consequence of colonization, as Chinua Achebe portrays in
Things Fall Apart.

While Naipaul is located within the politics of decolonization, he is also
reclaimed as a modernist who continues rather than disrupts the traditions
of writers such as T.S. Eliot and James Joyce. In fact, the book is published
in the Modern Novelists series of monographs, as the General Editor Nor-
man Page states, of novelists immediately preceding and following 1914,
although the era is broadly rather than specifïcally configured. Here Nai-
paul is in the company of a number of canonical and/or popular writers
ranging from Saul Bellow to Paul Scott (forthcoming), though most of
them are within the Western modernist rather than the postcolonial
tradition.

This is identified as a "user-friendly book" on the front flap of the
colorful cover, which depicts (interestingly enough, given Naipaul's loca-
tion in the Western modernist canon) an antique Chola bronze figure from
India. The chapters are arranged chronologically, and bear the titles of
most of Naipaul's more significant works. Due to King's desire to recuper-
ate the "detailed criticism [that] is out of fashion at present" (p. 19), there
is a stress on the literary aspect of the texts under study in order to find
continuity in themes, structures, and techniques. The discussions, written
in lucid prose, are not always balanced (the chapter on A House for Mr.
Biswas and The Middle Passage, for example, devotes most of its
attention to the former text, leaving only a couple of pages to the latter),
but this is perhaps understandable given the range of works covered. A
short, selected bibliography is provided at the end, along with two appen-
dices specifïcally written to defend Naipaul's apparent prejudice against
black people or the Third World by providing information on the
bitterness of racialized politics (black against Indian) in Trinidad.

While this is a useful text for introductory purposes and for those
interested in the practice of traditional literary analysis, readers wanting a
strongly theorized critique of Naipaul's works will not find it here.
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The Rhetorical Uses of the Authorizing Figure: Fidel Castro and José
Marti. DONALD E. RlCE. Westport CT: Praeger, 1992. xviii + 163 pp. (Cloth
US$ 39.95).
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Few figures in Latin American history have been the subject of such
numerous and polemical exegeses as José Marti. Although scorned by
many during his lifetime as "cubano póstumo," as someone whose efforts
to organize a second war of independence in Cuba were considered moti-
vated by a misplaced "epic nostalgia," since he had not participated in the
first insurrection of 1868 and was ignored by most Cubans during the
years following his death in 1895, José Marti has come to symbolize
throughout the twentieth century issues of national definition among
Cubans of the most disparate political persuasions. The discursive and
institutional processes through which this has come to be still remain to be
studied. So far, only literary scholar Enrico Mario Santi, in his important
essay "José Marti and the Cuban Revolution," has proposed meaningful
research guidelines and hypotheses in that direction. Any work attempting
to account in a rigorous way for the complex reinscription of José Marti
within the cultural and political discourse of the Cuban Revolution needs
to thoroughly interrogate the tradition that has made possible the use of
Marti as a legitimizing, almost sacred, instrument.

The title of Donald Rice's book promised to shed light on some of these
questions, clarifying how Marti has been used in the speeches of Fidel
Castro in order to legitimize revolutionary projects and policies. Through a
methodological approach that Rice vaguely describes as "textual analy-
sis" (p. 36), the core chapters of the book aspire to examine how Marti has
been used for the purpose of unifying and defining the goals of the
revolutionary movement in the years prior to its triumph (Chapter 3) and
as a way of sanctioning controversial actions and political interpretations
once in power (Chapter 4), and legitimizing the long-term goals of the
revolution when revolutionary fervor had dimmed (Chapter 5). The dis-
cussion of these issues is preceded by a succinct sketch of some theories
of authority - Max Weber, Talcott Parsons, Hanna Arendt, and what Rice
calls "socialist views" of authority, which mainly consist of brief citations
from Perry Anderson and Tony Smith (Chapter 1). Unfortunately, this
theoretical overview does not crystallize into a well-articulated and much
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needed reflection on the specification of political authority in contra-
dictorily or unevenly modern societies such as Cuba.

Also preceding the core analytical chapters on the speeches of Fidel
Castro is a chapter addressing the meaning of the figure of Marti' in Cuba
(Chapter 2). Although this chapter asks key questions such as "Why has
Marti occupied such an important role in Cuban History?" and "What
was it about the man and his ideas that allowed for and perhaps
encouraged the subsequent multiple uses of his authorizing presence?" (p.
17), it falls short of providing a satisfactory answer. The chapter starts with
a brief presentation of a few facts about Marti's life, and then moves into
an exploration of what Rice understands to be recurrent themes and
practices in Marti"s political life as well as in some of his writings. These
themes and practices are primarily organized around general issues of
nationalism and Latin American unity. Without addressing the many
discursive and institutional operations that have placed Marti at the center
of Cuba's cultural and political imagination throughout the twentieth
century, the chapter concludes with a summary of three current views on
Marti - those of Carlos Ripoll, Enrico Mario Santi, and John Kirk.

The issues raised by Rice in this second chapter are fundamental for his
subject, but the way in which he approaches them restricts the terms of his
analysis throughout the book. In Chapter 2, Rice problematically suggests
that the basic explanation for the role Marti has played in Cuban history
should be found in Marti himself, in his life and ideas, especially in his
desire for Latin American unity and his nationalism. Rice's explanation
concentrates on what he deerns to be the foundational powers of Marti" s
political thematics. This approach prevents him from posing other sorts of
questions, as well as undertaking more painstaking kinds of historical,
cultural, and philosophical research. What are the rhetorical (and historio-
graphical) paradigms deployed in and around Marti, and how have these
been rearticulated within Castro's rhetoric and within the philosophy of
history generated under the Revolution? What has been the history of the
"readings" and interpretations of Marti that conditioned these rearticu-
lations, and how do those hermeneutic practices relate to the many de-
bates and processes of Cuban national definition during the twentieth
century, only one of which is the 1959 Revolution? What are the cultural
bases to explain the fact that modern political thought, especially in its
nationalist expression, has required the figuration of "secular saints" as
foundations for nation-state projects? Without minimal attention to these
issues, any study aiming to understand the place of Marti within the rhet-
oric of the Revolution can only result in a futile and ahistorical exercise of
cross-checking quotations, or in an even more sterile and equally ahis-
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torical attempt to define the ultimate truth of what Marti could have
wanted for Cuba's present, a project unavoidably susceptible to political
manipulation. Donald Rice's book, unfortunately, does not avoid any of
these pitfalls.
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The contrast between these two recent books on Cuban art is charac-
teristic of Latin American intellectual history: one follows the nationalist
tradition and the other emulates the Marxist revolutionary discourse.
While Juan A. Martinez searches for national identity in the Cuban masters
of the first half of the twentieth century, Luis Camnitzer fuses art and
revolution in the works of Cuba's 1980 generation.

Martinez's book on Cuban painters is essential to anyone interested in
Cuban cultural history and, particularly, in the art of the first generation of
Cuban artists to reach maturity after independence in 1902, an avant-
garde generation eager to define a national culture. Referring to them as la
vanguardia, Martinez groups Jorge Arche, Eduardo Abela, Carlos Enri-
quez, Aristides Fernandez, Antonio Gattorno, Wifredo Lam, Victor Manuel,
Amelia Pelaez del Casal, Marcelo Pogolotti, Fidelio Ponce, and Domingo
Ravenet, all born between 1891 and 1905. Three chapters on the vanguar-
dia' s origins, the social context, and the search for cultural identity are
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followed by a fourth that deals with the individual characteristics of seven
of the leading artists.

Martinez does not challenge existing criticism nor does he engage in
any controversial analysis; rather, he supports all statements with an
extensive bibliography, a typical outgrowth of a doctoral dissertation. He
provides the first English-language compendium of documentation on the
vanguardia, in a clear, non-technical prose accessible to a general reader-
ship. He emphasizes continuity in Cuban art, tracing its roots to Havana's
San Alejandro School, founded in 1818, where French directors had been
the norm. Most of the young painters of the 1920s were trained in this
school. When the European art scène shed the traditional canon after the
First World War, the Cuban manifestations carried a search for national
identity: the tropical flora, Afro-Cuban culture, the guajiro (country dwell-
er), and colonial architecture were among elements associated with lo
cubano in paintings that were moving with the times in terms of their
technique.

While Martinez deals with a modernist generation claiming to be the
first Cuban one, Luis Camnitzer focuses on the first generation to be born
after the Revolution of 1959 and concentrates on artists exhibiting their
work inside Cuba between 1981 and 1990. Claiming to be "particularly
resentful of the constraints of historical narrative" (p. xxix), yet perceiving
Cuba to have been "subject[ed] to unrestricted colonizing influences
during the past" (p. xxx), Camnitzer pays little attention (pp. 100-8) to
Cuba's cultural heritage and refers to it as an "unrejected past" that
combined with the "informed present" to produce the art of the 1980s.
This position is unfortunate and results in omissions. If devoting only a
few pages to the Cuban masters might explain the absence from this text
of Cundo Bermüdez, Mario Carreno, and José Mijares, among others,
whose ideological sin was choosing not to join the Unión de Artistas y
Escritores de Cuba (UNEAC), there is no excuse for the omission of former
revolutionary figures such as Félix Beltran and Eduardo Heras León, both
of whom contributed signifïcantly to the revolution's cultural agenda.

Stating that the Cuban regime has supported the "healthy policy" of
artistic freedom, Camnitzer fails to examine the exodus of Cuban visual
artists throughout the Castro period; after devoting eight pages to Arturo
Cuenca, he relegates to an endnote (note 4, p. 357) this artist's "change of
heart about Cuba" when he sought political asylum in 1991. Furthermore,
some of the other artists Camnitzer treats in his detailed account have
since chosen exile, such as Rogelio López Marin (Gory) and Gustavo
Acosta Pérez. During a recent solo exhibition in Miami, Acosta was
interviewed by critic A. Alvarez Bravo:
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It is possible that two years ago my work needed to be some kind of
compromise ... Now I'm fully in charge ... [my recent painting] Hunt is
concerned with balseros, and with men who hunt down men on the sea.
(El Nuevo Herald, 25 January 1995: IE, 3E)

There is no room in New Art of Cuba for understanding Acosta's state-
ments. To Camnitzer, a sign proclaiming "ARTE O MUERTE, VENCERE-
MOS" embodies the liberating slogan of new artists trained by the revolu-
tionary regime. To this reviewer, the word play (alluding to Fidel Castro's
"PATRIA O MUERTE, VENCEREMOS") carries a defiant message from
those who tread on a drawing of Che to show lack of breathing (not wall)
space or place an almsgiving plate before a painting entitled Reviva la
Revo (pp. 181-84). Ultimately, Camnitzer presents the issue of artistic free-
dom and revolution through the filter of the utopian goals of the 1960s
which have so pervaded Latin American artistic circles. (An emotional
moment is his reminiscence of Cuba's dismissal from the Organization of
American States in 1962 and the caravan of Cuban delegates leaving his
native Uruguay.) Had the author avoided being entrapped by his partisan
views, he would have been able to analyze successfully the activities of
the forty young Cuban artists he chose to portray. Most importantly, he
would have been able to assess how revolutionary ideology has shaped
Cuban art and how this art modifies ideology.

On the Mali: Presenting Maroon Tradition-Bearers at the 1992 Festival
of American Folklife. RICHARD & SALLY PRICE. Bloomington: Folklore
Institute, Indiana University, 1994. xi + 123 pp. (Paper US$ 12.00)

GARY BRANA-SHUTE
National Foreign Affairs Training Center
Arlington VA 22204, U.S.A.

In the sweltering Washington high summer of 1992, on the Mali flanked
by the United States Congress, the George Washington Monument, and
the national museum complex housing treasures, heirlooms, and booty, the
Festival of American Folklife (FAF) sponsored by the Smithsonian Insti-
tution hosted a gathering of Maroon "tradition-bearers" including Sara-
maka and Ndjuka from Suriname, Aluku from French Guiana, Jamaican
Maroons, Black Seminoles from Texas and Mexico, Palenqueros from
Colombia, and others. The Prices' forte, and this should come as a surprise
to very few, are the Maroons of Suriname - specifically the Saramaka -
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and they were hired to act as "presenters" or cultural mediators between
the Maroons and the public festival goers who came to see them.

From the outset the Prices kept a diary of their personal experiences,
reflections, and ethnography and deliberately set out to write a text of the
more-or-less ten-day event. As with Equatoria (1992) the authors imagi-
natively weave bits of literature from nineteenth-century Barnum and
Bailey sources, museum staff briefing booklets, and anthropological theory
on displaying the "other" in an effort to "problematize" what at worst
can be a wedding of anthropology and show biz, or what should be a
mature interaction "designed to increase cross-cultural understanding and
appreciation" (p. 11).

The FAF scholar-organizers were profoundly aware of the limitations
and cultural distortions of the "concert-like" displays of yesteryear and
aimed for a field that actively encouraged interplay between performers
and visitors in what the staff called "frames," or situation-specific events.
It is clear the Prices have respect for the Smithsonian staff, who were sensi-
tive to the risk of "objectification and of reproducing negative stereo-
types" (p. 111). The Prices supported this initiative while being explicit
that they intended to critique aspects of the festival and to go on to write
a book about it - partly at the urging of Roger Abrahams who encouraged
them so they could "write about it [the festival] reflexively and thus
contribute to its betterment" (p. 18).

Anyone who has organized a conference and put emotional and physi-
cal energy into it realizes the logistical nightmare of coordinating groups
of people, getting them fed, sheltered, and watered before the headier intel-
lectual enterprises can unfold. It is not unusual that such coördinators as-
sume proprietorial control and micro-manage each day's unfolding events;
I suspect that the last thing one wants to hear is honest criticism or, heaven
forbid, carping from "outsiders." From time to time disagreements -
sometimes testy but mostly not - about both form and substance broke
out between FAF staff and the Prices, who positioned themselves as
spokespersons and cultural solicitors for the Saramaka. Advice rendered
by the two anthropologists touched a number of subjects, from the arcane
to the cerebral but all important: the Saramaka like piles of rice and they
like to eat it with spoons - neither ever appeared. There were accusations
by staff that the Prices were censoring Saramaka responses and, at times,
the husband-wife team were put in the position of confronting a corporate
defensiveness against their criticisms. A serious issue exercised the Ma-
roons when they discovered that for some obscure U.S. limitation they
would be paid less for each daily performance than U.S.-based performers.
In one exchange, which touches the intellectual core of the book, the an-
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thropologists were unwilling to play roles as actors "in a parodie facsimile
of the ethnographic art" (p. 36). And Saramaka, FAF staff, and Prices alike
didn't particularly care for Mom and Pop from Kansas City gawking at
them while they ate lunch, thinking the performers while in their repose
were in fact performing - or maybe not realizing the difference.

When all is said and done, after the opening chapter on nineteenth-
century exotic exhibitions, after problematizing the experience, after as-
suaging the granmans' bruised egos for not being treated with sufficient
pomp and decorum - after all of these weighty things, it seems to me that
the Prices executed the duties of two responsible applied anthropologists,
trouble-shooting the system just as though they had received a consul-
tancy contract to rationalize the assembly line at a General Motors factory.
Step One: talk to the workers on the plant floor. (I know, I know, GM
workers are not post-colonial, oppressed, et cetera.) The FAF did a really
good job and their obsession with detail and badgering presenters to teil
performers to just "act naturally" can be written off more as conference
anxiety than conceptual insensitivity. In this respect, the Prices have
written an operational manual full of reflexive discourse and chunks of the
thoughts of others sprinkled throughout the text in what are by turns
witty, insensitive, downright racist, or insightful quotes - some of which
will make the reader cringe with shame. This is an important book as it
gives a backstage view of a staged encounter between Maroons of the
Suriname rainforest and a generally urban, white, middle-class audience
mediated by two very accomplished anthropologists.

Finally, it's the Maroons who come off really well. They work hard and
get the job done with humor and pluck. They intuitively know when to
slow down and moderate around sensitive aspects of their culture and not
to caricature themselves. Working all day in 100 degree weather, asked the
same questions over and again ("What language do you speak?"), they
can get fed up with good reason, as when a technician was adjusting a
tube microphone in front of Ms. Kayanasii and she irritably told Sally "Teil
that man to get his penis out of my mouth" (p. 89).

One small criticism about an otherwise very nice piece of work. There
seems to be a slightly tinny, self-righteous ring about the book. Everybody
"identifies" with "their" people, but we can assume the Prices are past
that phase of anthropological self-congratulation. From time to time, just
like in Equatoria, names are dropped, almost a sort of "gotcha" attack on
people who presumably do not measure up. District Commissioner Libretto
(of the district where the Saramaka reside), for example, gets a few ad
hominem whacks for some of his gambits. This rattled me a bit as a certain
Mr Awagi's name was mentioned several times throughout the text
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without rebuke and that old vaudevillian has been culturally sponging off
his fellow Maroons for years. Ah well, art and culture are commodities
whether you like it or not, and both the Prices and the Festival of
American Folklife are to be congratulated for producing a fine product.
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This volume is based on a German doctoral dissertation dealing with
santerfa or regla ocha in Miami, where the author conducted extensive
fieldwork. What makes this book particularly interesting is the doublé (or
triple) distance of the author to his materials: A German scholar studying
displaced Cübans in an American setting. The Cubans and Cuban-Ameri-
cans are seen as descendants of Africans and Spaniards. The work
required two field languages: English and Spanish (and, at times, a mixture
of the two) as well as some acquaintance with the ritual vocabulary of
Lucumi, that is, Yoruba as used by santeros.

The exile of the gods is a doublé one: from Africa to Cuba and from
Cuba to Florida. The emphasis is on the religion of the Yoruba and their
neighbors, brought to Cuba, mostly by the slave trade, during the seven-
teenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries. Lesser attention is given to
the religious practices of other groups, notably Bantus, as integrated into
forms of santerfa. A second exile occurred with the arrival of the adepts
and their gods in the United States, beginning in 1959, and then others in a
new wave with the Mariel boat lift.

The subtitle sets out the aim of the book clearly: the first half is devoted
to a lengthy review of the literature, mostly in Spanish and English, of the
slave trade and the migrations of Africans to Cuba, and the record of their
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beliefs and religious practices as reflected in this history. The aim here is to
present the history of the origin and development of the religion. The
second half discusses the belief system of the religion known as santerfa,
primarily as recorded by the author in his field research. The aim here is to
present the worldview of the adepts from their words and ritual behavior,
as well as from the available literature. In both the historical and ethno-
graphic sections, Palmié seeks to fill gaps he perceives in the existing lite-
rature, but there is no indication that he consulted original historical
sources. He is highly critical of the concept of syncretism, though he
himself finds it necessary to use it. The relationship between oricha of the
Yoruba and the Catholic saints is discussed at some length, but adds little
that is new. Palmié finds it difficult to deal with various explanations of the
relationship, be they conceptional, mythical, political, or iconögraphic. His
informants seem not to be troubled by his difficulties, however. The
ethnohistorical approach of Herskovits and others is rejected as "specu-
lative." Importantly, Palmié notes changes that have occurred in this reli-
gion in the United States. As a result of various contacts, elements of other
traditions have been incorporated, so as to constitute, to some degree, a re-
Africanization and particularly a re-Yorubaization, of santerfa. Here, the
author is particularly interested in the "Yoruba American Movement"
founded by Gregory King. Consequently, observations made in Cuba be-
fore 1959 become points on a historical trajectory, not accounts of current
beliefs and practices. Information on santerfa as it has developed in Cuba
in the past thirty-five years would provide an interesting comparative
perspective here.

In the second half of the book, Palmié presents the results of his field
research. It is striking to note that little research has been conducted on
the Afrocuban religions in this country. Palmié notes the contributions of
Weidman, Sandoval, and others associated with the Miami Health Ecology
Project, but is critical of the interpretation which sees the recourse of
immigrants to the religion in functionalist terms, as a strategy for dealing
with the stresses of acculturation. Indeed, he rejects all functionalist ap-
proaches. Palmié himself, while rendering an interesting account, gives
little indication of an analytic or theoretical approach. In his ethnography,
he focuses on presenting a theology of santerfa, giving particular attention
to the cult of the dead, where the influence of Kardecist spiritualism is most
clearly feit. Another factor in change is the need feit by some santeros to
write accounts of their religions, with some attempts at offering a systèma-
tized, formal theology. Although he avoids considerations of social struc-
ture, Palmié does note that the leaders of santerfa in the first wave of
migrants were largely white as was much of their clientèle, and that con-
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flicts over authenticity and claims of leadership arose with the arrival of
larger numbers of Afrocuban migrants with the Mariel boat lift. At the
same time, he also notes the attractiveness of the religion for numbers of
non-Cubans in the Miami area.

The book is rich in descriptive detail, and offers a picture of a dynamic
religion with a complex representation of the world. It steers clear of inter-
pretation by the author. Regrettably, the book lacks an index.

Modernity, an Ethnographic Approach: Dualism and Mass Consump-
tion in Trinidad. DANIEL MILLER. Oxford: Berg Publishers, 1994. 340 pp.
(Cloth £ 39.95, Paper £ 14.95)
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Daniel Miller's ambitious title, Modernity, an Ethnographic Approach:
Dualism and Mass Consumption in Trinidad, points at once to his
attempt to cover a mammoth and fascinating terrain - theoretically (mod-
ernity and its expression through duality), empirically (mass consumption
practices and local identities), and methodologically (ethnography of
popular culture as a medium of modernity). In this unique combination of
approaches, he charts a new course for Caribbean studies and offers an
enticing addition as well to the rapidly expanding literature theorizing the
global conditions of (post)modernity.

This new book promises to answer many of the calls within anthro-
pology and cultural studies for rich ethnography to fill out the prolifer-
ation of seductive but thin descriptions of globalization and transnational
flows of capital, labor, media/information, and culture. Miller sets out to
demonstrate that, contrary to persistent and widespread cultural imperial-
ism arguments in which the "Third World" is construed as a single passive
recipiënt of the North's ever intensifying ambus of cultural products, mod-
ernity and mass consumption are not enacted in a uniform manner, nor do
they lead to cultural mystification and homogenization. In fact, according
to Miller, it is precisely through imported goods and their distinctive
bifurcation in the local context that "traditional" institutions reconstitute
themselves and local culture (Trinidadianness) is increasingly and dis-
tinctively articulated.
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Miller's discussion of Trinidadian modernity and mass consumption
revolves around a central duality which, he argues, constitutes the central
hinge of moral and experiential consciousness, and which he relates to
Trinidad's two primary ritual celebrations, Carnival and Christmas. At the
same moment when many social theorists are problematizing or rejecting
dualities (traditional/modern, third/first worlds, private/public spheres), he
has transposed the time-space compression of contemporary postmodern
analysis (Harvey 1989) onto the familiar and contested dualism of Carib-
bean studies, Peter Wilson's (1973) reputation and respectability, calling
his twist "transience" and "transcendence." Carnival, therefore, becomes
the paradigmatic arena of transience (bacchanal, liming, wining, spontane-
ity, individual distinctive styles, outside, street-based activity) and Christ-
mas, for transcendence (tradition, sobriety, the interior, domestic realm).
Along temporal lines, transience emphasizes values concerned with "an
ephemeral present ... an exhilarating sense of freedom" while transcend-
ence emphasizes "a sense of roots and tradition ... planning for the future
and family descent" (p. 132). Spatially, the "contrast would be a 'centrip-
etal' quality of the domestic as against a 'centrifugal' orientation to the
streets" (p. 135). The locus of his study spans four communities or housing
areas, selected to reflect Trinidad's contemporary heterogeneous residen-
tial patterns across socio-economic and ethnic lines.

From the ritual realm of Christmas and Carnival, Miller moves to a
chapter entitled, "The Household as Cultural Idiom," where everyday life
practices within inheritance patterns, household forms, unions, and sexual
practices (the time honored subjects of Caribbean studies) are mined for
their dualistic essences. Another on "Mass Consumption" introduces a
wide and scintillating terrain of popular culture, again with the agenda of
demonstrating a multitude of expressions of duality. The reader tastes bits
of Trinidad - from corner "limes" and Tupperware parties, to verbal "cuss-
outs" and highly sexualized grinding and wining dance forms, calypso
lyrics, and clippings from the daily press, to literary genres of V.S. Naipaul
and Earl Lovelace. Selecting from social practices and signs of taste, he
presents the interior aesthetics of cars and living rooms, distinctive forms of
sartorial display, and the popularity of television soap operas to demon-
strate creative and culturally specific enactments of consumption as well as
the embodiment of the transient/transcendent duality in every aspect of
Trinidadian life. In essence, each descriptive chapter builds support for his
proposal that presumed divisions along the lines of gender, class, and
especially ethnicity are instead objectifïcations of Trinidad's more essential
social axis - transience and transcendence.

Miller's starting point is modernity. Drawing from Habermas's reading
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of Hegel, he conceptualizes modernity not as a particular set of institutions
or artifacts, or a historically specific period marked by particular political-
economic (capitalist) processes, but as an underlying condition, grounded
in real and observable transformations in the world in which "a new
temporal sense has undermined the conventional grounds for moral life"
(p. 76). Intent on rejecting determinism, however, he provides his reader
with little in which to ground this striking Trinidadian modernity. If rup-
ture and contradiction are modernity's emblems, we get little discussion
about how those crucial ruptures of slavery and indenture, colonial and
nationalist hegemonies, and finally the oil "boom" and "bust" give rise to
these signs of modernity and its particular temporal dualism that con-
stitutes Trinidad's core. Miller covers so much terrain in such a breathless
hurry that this very kernel of his argument runs the risk of tautology: as a
culture of rupture and creolization, Trinidad is quintessentially modern;
modernity is marked by temporal duality which lies at the core of Trinida-
dianness.

Reading between the lines of his descriptions, what is most interesting is
how men and women, rich and poor, "Indians" and "Africans" (his terms)
all enact their cultural practices along a continuüm of transcendence and
transience. Indeed, as relational essences, each individual, group, and ritual
itself may shift and slide across this continuüm - at one moment or in one
gesture expressing the ephemeral and exterior, in another, the "tradi-
tional" and interiorizing. His quotation of Simon Schama (1988:371),
writing an historical ethnography of Amsterdam, demonstrates the point
best: "As in many other departments of Dutch culture, opposite impulses
were harmoniously reconciled in practice. Nor did it take any lofty wisdom
to see that the world was not torn asunder between abstinence and
indulgence. Any fooi could see that the same people embodied, at different
times, in different places, the values appropriate to their impermanent role"
(p. 299). With a telling pun playing on the dual meanings of the word "to
forge," Miller points to new directions for analyzing comparative mod-
ernities. That as a noun, a forgery is a "fake" or counterfeit, and a verb (to
forge) implies creation, hints at the contradictory but coexisting essences
(authenticity and fraudulence) that encapsulate Trinidadian culture and
"give hope to the experience of modernity itself' (p. 322).

Beyond theorizing modernity, Miller sees his major contribution to be
that of ethnography - employing the tools of anthropology to unearth the
specific and changing ways in which people "live through" culture.
Through comparative studies of modernity, he proposes that local/global,
traditional/modern will increasingly be understood as dialectical pairs
rather than opposing historical periods, and this call is long awaited.
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Unfortunately, his notion of ethnography as "apt illustration" falls short
of the thick description that is anthropology at its best. By using his
material "to illustrate my point and perspective" and by including few
data that "disrupt or negate" them, Miller's ethnography is slippery and
admittedly partial. For example, he states at the outset, that he is "more
concerned to examine observed practice, while treating language as a level
of legitimation by informants than as privileged access to explanation" (p.
3). Dividing language from practice in this way is troubling, since it is pre-
cisely in the cracks between language and practice, between what people
say and what we observe them to do, that ethnographic work can make its
most probing observations and analyses.

Ironically, in the instances when Miller does engage language and cites
what people say, native usage itself becomes essentialized. For example,
class in Trinidad is said to have questionable analytical utility by virtue of
the fact that the term is rarely used outside foreign educated or radicalized
groups of Port of Spain (pp. 269-70). That Trinidadians have specific ways
of talking about different groups ("big shot" people and the "little man")
and behavior (acting "social" vs. joining in and "freeing up"), however,
hints at the particular ways in which class may be uniquely fashioned,
challenged, and reconstituted in post-oil boom Trinidad. But the example
of class is dramatically contradicted by that of ethnicity. Where class failed
as a useful analytical concept because of its absence from popular dis-
course, ethnicity fails in spite of popular belief in its preeminence. Here,
"Africans" and "Indians" are presented as remarkably similar (in their
practices of consumption, ritual observance, aesthetics, etc.) despite the
popular rhetoric which portrays them at odds. In short, these contradic-
tions reflect Miller's selective and theory-driven ethnographic approach,
and the book's most troubling weakness.

If modernity in Trinidad is experienced along the shifting axes of tran-
sient and transcendent practice, Miller's ethnography embodies the ten-
sion as well. It is simultaneously transcendent - employing the enduring
tradition of dualism - and even more markedly transient - demonstrating
new and powerful arenas of social practice, but perhaps ephemeral in its
hurried rush for distinction.
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This is an immensely informative book. No other work tells us so much
about the relationship between "laboring classes" and "the state" in
Trinidad during the first half of the twentieth century. Steadfastly preemp-
ting any romanticizing of "colonial times," Singh documents the wretched
wages and work conditions of Trinidad's agricultural and industrial
workers. He tells us as well about their protests, the voluntary organi-
zations they formed in their search for empowerment, and the response of
"the state" to their plight and struggles. This is the sort of historical
information that scholars of Europe and the United States have readily
available to them, but which is generally much less available for colonial
societies, and which certainly has not previously been available for
Trinidad. One does not need to subscribe to any orthodox theory of
"base" and "superstructure" to acknowledge that it is difficult for social
analysis - at least of societies in a capitalist world - to proceed without
such a thorough account of political economy.

Part of the richness of Singh's account is that he avoids representing
"the state" as singular and monolithic. In quite concrete detail, he con-
siders divergences between the colonial state and the metropolitan state,
and concomitantly, between Trinidad's capitalist classes and the much
more powerful capitalist classes of the metropole. As a result, instances of
the state's limited autonomy from the interests of particular capitalist
classes are contextualized in terms of international relations and the world
economy. Indeed, one of the strengths of this work is that it locates
Trinidad in relationship to the historically shifting situation of British
imperialism. Singh's analysis thus contributes more broadly to our under-
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standing of the dissolution of the British Empire. Singh does not, however,
provide a comparably thorough discussion of Trinidad's relationship to
U.S. neo-imperialism.

Other than "the state," Singh's analysis depends most upon the cate-
gory of "the working classes." By his choice of materials and examples,
Singh defines "the working classes" primarily in terms of sites of capitalist
production for international trade. He says relatively little, by contrast,
about work done in households, or about the relationship between waged
and unwaged labor. Similarly, Singh's narrative privileges workers in agri-
culture and industry at the expense of those in Trinidad's service sector.
One notable effect of these choices is to make women's work all but
invisible in this study.

Moreover, while Singh generally neglects gender as an axis of differ-
ence, his treatment of racial difference within the working classes gives
"race" a false concreteness and objectivity. One of Singh's persistent
concerns is with how, over time, working class solidarity was fragmented
by race. He makes a compelling case that this occurred in part because
race was exploited by social actors in defense of the interest of capital. But
he does not move beyond this observation to develop an understanding
of racial identities as contingent products of social action. For example, not
much is said in Singh's narrative about distinctions of "shade," as if
Trinidad's highly elaborated hierarchy of color were of little import. What
this overlooks is that the absence of Indo-Trinidadians from this hierarchy
figured them as "East-" and not "West Indians." Distinctions of shade
operated, in effect, as a marker of "belonging," as well as markers of rank.
Quite obviously - and painfully - this idiom of geographic identities is also
part of the story of the fragmentation of working class solidarity by
"race." The general point is that the social effects of "race" cannot be
understood without examining the historically specific ways racial iden-
tities have been organized. Racial identities are never mere reflections of
objective facts of demography or "ancestry"; rather, racial identities are
always ways of organizing - or constructing - social relations and bound-
aries.

If Singh's narrative does not capture the full historical contingency of
"race," he nonetheless provides a classic, and in many ways authoritative,
study of "political economy." When all is said and done, Race and Class:
Struggles in a Colonial State is a remarkably useful book. The research
and documentation are models of scholarly care. The prose is clear and
lucid. Singh has provided a foundation that will do much to enable sub-
sequent scholarly work.
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This book presents the papers, keynote speeches, and major contributions
to the discussion from a symposium organized on the occasion of Jamai-
ca's thirtieth year of independence. The keynote address by then Finance
Minister Hugh Small offers an interesting glimpse of the original moti-
vation for the symposium, the strongly feit need to move away from the
short-term perspectives associated with IMF programs and to begin to
look at the longer-term. To do that, it was necessary to analyze the expe-
rience of the past thirty years and chart a new path for the future, informed
by this retrospective analysis and by an analysis of the experience of
successful late developing countries. The book brings together papers on
a wide variety of topics which do exactly that, and they are written by
leading intellectuals and public officials from Jamaica and abroad.

What is striking about the book is the intellectual honesty that charac-
terizes the papers, regardless of the political positions of the authors. There
is a complete absence of ideology and instead a serious searching for
viable options to promote economie and social development most effec-
tively. Several points of consensus can be distilled from the essays on
economie strategies (written by Omar Davies, Donald Harris, Michael Best,
and Robert Forrant) and on the role of education and technology in
development (written by Arnoldo Ventura, Norman Girvan, and Alfred
Sangster). First, these essays are pervaded by a healthy combination of a
somber assessment of external constraints and a conviction that there are
options, that it does matter what choices Jamaican policy-makers, entre-
preneurs, and other leaders make. Second, in some form or another, all of
the contributors attribute a central role to the state in shaping a develop-
ment strategy and pursuing it in partnership with the private sector.
Nobody here believes in market magie, and everybody accepts the failures
of excessively statist models that discouraged private investment. The
paper on the Korean economie development experience, written by Sung
Sang Park, the author of the first five-year-plan for the Korean economy in
1961, underlines the need for both a strategie industrial policy and a state-
private sector partnership. Third, prescriptions for the economie develop-
ment strategy center around a shift from raw material-based exports to
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differentiated quality products and therefore an industrial policy to
promote flexible specialization. Fourth, all agree that once an industrial
strategy has been formulated, corresponding policies for government-
supported R & D and for technical education and training are essential.
Central elements of an industrial strategy aimed at flexible production
consist of support for transition to new principles of production and
organization and for networking among domestic and foreign firms. Fifth,
those papers that address the question of macro-economie policy are
unanimous that high rates of inflation are detrimental to economie devel-
opment and that high fiscal deficits need to be avoided.

Another set of papers is grouped under the heading of "Jamaican
Production Environment." Here, Trevor Munroe writes on the industrial
relations culture, Carl Stone on the party system and political culture,
Gladstone Bonnick on crime and violence, Maxine Henry-Wilson on com-
munity involvement, and Beverly Anderson-Manley on gender consid-
erations. Munroe argues that the Jamaican culture of industrial relations is
in transition from an exploitive, authoritarian, adversarial, and voluntaristic
model to a more enlightened, humanist, participatory, team-oriented, and
professional one. The argument about changes in the economie and social
context that favor such a reorientation is plausible, but the problem is the
lack of any evidence for the emergence of this new model, as all the data
presented are from the second half of the 1980s and document the prev-
alence of the old model. Stone traces the major changes in the Jamaican
party system, such as the trend to more national voting in all constitu-
encies and the decline in leadership credibility, and he calls for greater
internal party democracy, proportional representation in order to reduce
the disproportional allocation of seats to the winning party, and a presi-
dential system in order to separate ministerial duties from constituency
representation. Taken in isolation, the proposals seem reasonable enough;
however, recent studies of Latin American politics have argued forcefully
that the combination of PR and a presidential system prevalent in the
region is particularly prone to political stalemate and thus has contributed
to many of the breakdowns of democracy. The common thread in the
papers by Henry-Wilson and Anderson-Manley is concern about the dis-
crepancy between policy statements regarding the need for community
involvement and gender-sensitive policy-making, and the reality of policy-
making and implementation, where traditional bureaucratie modes still tend
to prevail.

Finally, the two essays by Richard Bernal and by Alister Mclntyre offer
a comprehensive overview of the changes in the global and regional econ-
omies and their effects on Jamaica's options. These authors agree with the
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others on the need to search for new markets and improve the quality of
the labor force, and they add emphasis on the erosion of preferential trade
agreements and thus the need to form a common front of GARICOM
countries in negotiations for regional trade liberalization. In sum, this is a
valuable book that addresses a wide range of questions bearing on the
future of Jamaica. It should be of interest to all dealing professionally with
the Caribbean or involved in development options for small countries.

One Blood: The Jamaican Body. ELISA JANINE SOBO. Albany NY: State
University of New York Press, 1993. vii + 329 pp. (Paper US$ 17.95)

DIANE VERNON
90 rue Christophe Colomb
Cayenne, 97300, French Guiana

One Blood: The Jamaican Body is to my knowledge the first and only
work devoted to Jamaican concepts of body, its vulnerability, its somatic
disorders, and its reproduction. The problematics of gender and kin rela-
tions are analyzed from this point of view. The text is divided into five
parts: "Traditional Health Beliefs," "Patterns of Social Interaction,"
"Reproducing Society," "Gender Relations," and "Bad Bellies" (this last
dealing with menstrual taboos and magie, abortion, and impregnation by
spirits called "duppies"). Rich in detail, Sobo's study is a welcome and
long overdue contribution to an understanding of Jamaican culture and
particularly to Caribbean ethnomedical research. It circumvents the cliché
of "hot-cold" oppositions and spirit vs. "natural" explanatory models,
while menstruation is approached through its multiple meanings, con-
straints, and usages. Couched in jargon-free, lively prose, the text is spiced
with cameos and local expressions, which not only add nuance to the
concepts Sobo describes, but leave us with such a vivid impression of
having been there that we come away convinced that social interaction
among Jamaicans must be characterized by an expressiveness of raw
vitality and unabashed humor. This makes the book enjoyable to read, not
only for professionals but anyone who has lived in the Anglophone
Caribbean.

The author announces her subject as "conceptions of embodied health
and sickness" with the body as symbolic areas, and bodily states, whether
biomedically recognized diseases or culturally constructed syndromes,
used for the expression and exorcism of socio-sexual tensions. As in most

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:14:28PM
via free access



BOOK REVIEWS 161

ethnomedical analyses, parallels are drawn between the conceptualization
of physical and social body, with causality taking into consideration the
interaction between the two realms. Both bodies are seen as a "permeable
system that must be maintained in equilibrium," matter (including food,
fluids, and goods) ideally circulating freely between the collective and the
individual dimensions "if the health of each system is to be maintained and
debilitating social and physical decay are to be avoided" (p. 85). The
image constantly referred to is that of a ripening, succulent, then rotting
fruit. The social underpinning of prescribed norms and moral order implies
that health problems result from violations of prescribed conduct - first
and foremost from carelessness in physiological or interpersonal domains,
and only secondarily from witchcraft. The distinction between spirit-
initiated illnesses and biological ones becomes blurred, for improper
preventive measures concerning the physical body can leave it open to
invasion by duppies. Maladies are thus the unfortunate result of, if not
punishment for, risk behavior.

The folk logic concerning bodily fluids in their maintenance of indi-
vidual health and their reproductive roles are amazingly constant in their
logic. However, while the physical body and its natural functions, in-
cluding sexual intercourse and menstruation, are described as healthy,
necessary, and positive, the villagers' discourse on themselves as a people
is infused with negative, racist-derived images. An inherent "wickedness
in childhood" must be bent at its source. At the meeting point between
socio-sexual interaction and the physical body, we find contradictory
feelings and statements which tinge even certain physical elements with
ambiguity: menstrual blood and sperm have both positive and negative
valences, as carriers at once of potential life, as its "growers," and as ex-
creta. Sex, pregnancy and ingestion of food are also ambivalently charged.
Hence, pregnancy, a prerequisite to womanhood, is also one of the "risks"
of sex - and undesired conceptions may be done away with by abortion -
to which Sobo devotes a great many pages. Abortion being an infraction
of the moral order, pregnancy may be opportunistically attributed to a
duppy. Intercourse, which is a healthy activity for women as well as for
the high-natured male, is ideally enjoyed by the female sex, who "dis-
charges" a fertilizable egg during orgasm. Yet taboos on much foreplay,
cramped conditions, and the numerous occasions in which it simply pro-
vides an opportunity for the disempowered male to reassure himself of
some masculinity through "tricks" or rape, turn it into not only a "serv-
ice" women wish to be recompensed for, but for many a veritable chore.
The onus to share (both giving and receiving), which strengthens bonds of
real or fictional kin and conjugal or amorous relations, includes cooked

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:14:28PM
via free access



162 New West Indian Guide/Nieuwe West-Indische Gids vol. 70 no. 1 & 2 (1996)

food, whose ingestion is fraught with dangers of poisoning or "tying," the
latter espeeially for men. Once a man has moved from the nurtured
dependency on the dominant figure of the mother-as-father to a new one
with "friend" or wife, his marginalized, fragile masculine identity is con-
stantly endangered when this nurturing power is entrusted to a stranger.

These conflicting and contradictory ways of thinking and experiencing
the same thing are made to emerge naturally at every return to a subject
treated earlier. Sobo thus captures much more of the variety of layered
significances associated with social or material life, and of the way people
tend to switch positions, evoking alternately one sense, then another. The
author concentrates on principles of illness causality more than on studies
of illnesses themselves or nosological classifications, and therapy is
occasionally touched on, but does not constitute a theme of the book,
which centers on social strife, stridency, and suspicion, espeeially between
the sexes, against an ideology of "one blood" kin trust, help, and sharing.

Where this study leaves us somewhat unsatisfïed is in its presentation of
this "kin," at once so all-important, yet so undefined. We learn nothing of
brother-sister relations, and little of mother-son, of how long young adults
remain in the household, what they contribute while they stay on, the
conditions of their departure, or whether they settle on the same plot or
move away. We perceive only dimly, through chance examples, to what
extent the patriline counts as "kin," though the author treats us to a
perceptive analysis of how the father contributes "white blood," and to a
certain extent his genealogy should be reckoned "one blood" with his
children. Admittedly, Edith Clarke's study from the 1950s demonstrated
how varied a kin group could be defined with regard to "households,"
and what can be glossed as "kin" or fictitious kin for the purposes of
sustenance and service, or weddings or funeral rites is, as the author states,
subject to continuous "situational redefinition of boundaries between kin
and strangers." Yet, some minimal engraving of blood ties must attach to
house, and even more so to land, which Clarke found played a part in
choice of domiciles, influenced gender relationships, and could be a
determining factor in matrifocal residence. Following her distinctions
regarding land inheritance (whether "family" or "bought," whether trans-
mitted in the female line called "in the blood," or in the male line termed
"in the name"), one feels that dwellings, however modest, and espeeially
land, linking buried ancestors and future generations, must have their place
in an understanding of the present social and physical body.
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Centring the Periphery: Chaos, Order and the Ethnohistory of
Dominica. PATRICK L. BAKER. Kingston: The Press - University of the
West Indies, 1994. xxviii + 251 pp. (Paper J$ 450.00)
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Patrick Baker, associate professor of Sociology and Anthropology at
Mount Allison University, Sackville, New Brunswick, Canada, has au-
thored a fine history of Dominica using chaos theory and a world systems
approach as the vehicles for his account. The attractive volume consists of
a preface and introductory theoretical chapter followed by nine chapters
carrying events from pre-European Amerindian times to 1972-73, when he
conducted dissertation fieldwork, and more briefly to 1984, the time of his
last visit. Chapter notes (pp. 191-215), a solid bibliography (pp. 217-40),
and a useful index (241-51) are important contributions to the volume. In
addition the text is preceded by eleven photographs or illustrations and
supplemented by five maps and twenty tables.

This book and Michel-Rolph Trouillot's Peasants and Capital (1988)
are the only two full-length scholarly accounts of Dominica. Baker utilizes
the "metaphor of centre and periphery as an attractor creating and re-cre-
ating order and chaos ... herein to portray the evolution of Dominican
society" (p. 15). His goal is to "present the history of Dominica in a way
that emphasizes processes of energy- and information-flow management,
the creation of order, the making of sense in a context that is itself a peri-
phery, the creation of a 'world' in an environment that is disorganized
because of its relationship to some distant centre" (pp. 15-16). By "cen-
tring" he means "individual and collective efforts to accede to and control
energy and information in the environment" (pp. 12-13). The terms "cen-
tring," "peripheralizing," and "entropy" are introduced at every oppor-
tunity. When he gets down to the history itself and moves beyond the
jargon of the theoretical frame, Baker is engaging and eloquent.

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:14:28PM
via free access



164 New West Indian Guide/Nieuwe West-Indische Gids vol. 70 no. 1 & 2 (1996)

In the chapter on Dominica's indigenous peoples, Baker provides a
standard overview of cultures and events. He might have enriched the sur-
vey by incorporating or referring to the recent scholarship of Irving Rouse
(1992) and Philip Boucher (1992) or the critical interpretations of Peter
Hulme (1986). Although Baker promises an account of the Amerindian
encounter with Europeans from an Amerindian perspective (pp. xvii, 17), it
is difficult to perceive.

Dominica's colonial history to (roughly) World War II receives the bulk
of the book's attention and this is the volume's most valuable contri-
bution. Descriptions of British-French struggles for the island, slavery and
emancipation, the formation of the peasantry, the rise of the mulatto elite,
and the growth of the banana industry after World War II are lucid and in-
formative. Yet a sense of island contributions to the world wars is missing.

My chief disappointment with the book is Baker's failure to thoroughly
exploit the world systems perspective for Dominica. Baker could have
strengthened his account of Dominica's position in the world system
through inclusion of numerous other subjects. There is relatively little dis-
cussion of Dominica's substantial coffee production up to the 1830s, not
enough about the island's lime industry (which in the book seems to have
ceased in 1937), and virtually nothing about the rise of grapefruit and
orange production. The brief ascendancy of Dominica to world leader in
vanilla production during the Second World War when Madagascar was
blockaded and its equally rapid loss of market after the war support the
world systems view of the island economy on the periphery.

An interesting dimension to the study could have been greater emphasis
on the ebb and flow of peoples and of individual people. While this
account is told partially with respect to Amerindian settlers, European
settlers, and their slaves, it is lacking in the last 150 years of history, with
the exception of the recent role of "Syrians." Large-scale emigration from
the island at the end of the nineteenth century, during the 1950s, 1960s,
and early 1970s, and ongoingly have had notable demographic impacts on
sexual balances and on population growth in the late twentieth century.
Dominica had the second highest rate of sending people abroad in the
Caribbean between 1955 and 1961. The 1981 census (population 73,795)
is discussed briefly and the 1991 census (population 71,183) not at all. If
more recent demography had been analyzed, it would have altered
drastically the view of a population "expanding rapidly" (p. 188). The
1992 Statistical Digest for Dominica would have enabled much of the
data-based discussion to be more current.
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A feeling for the roles of individuals in island life is only weakly de-
veloped. Baker describes the contributions of Scotsman Dr. John Imray in
the nineteenth century and of Phyllis Shand Allfrey in the mid-twentieth.
English expatriate Dr. Henry Nicholls, who played a significant role in
island politics, in island and regional agricultural development, and in the
recruitment of new settlers to Dominica, is not mentioned. Perhaps no
individual exemplifies the instability of life on the periphery or the dis-
location of a Caribbean-born person in this century more than the late
novelist Jean Rhys. Her story and stories serve as case studies for the
alienation and isolation that often accompany life at the edge, but she does
not appear in the volume.

Baker provides an important account of population, economy, and poli-
tics in his final ten-page chapter and in the three-page appendix, "Some
additional facts on Dominica." I wish these descriptions were much more
detailed and better worked into his central thesis. With so few scholarly
books available on the island, to stop this study with brief notes on the
dramatic events of the 1980s and nothing on the 1990s seems an oppor-
tunity missed. These criticisms, while not minor, should not detract from the
important contribution of this volume. Thanks to Baker, there is now more
information available on Dominica's history and on its place in the larger
world than ever before.
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Here are two books that treat the intersection of law and social organi-
zation. Mindie Lazarus-Black, an anthropologist, investigates the effects
of law on kinship, family, class, and gender in Antigua from the seven-
teenth century to the present. Debra Evenson, a law professor, conducted
field and archival research in Cuba over ten years, focusing on the devel-
opment of the legal system since 1959 and its role in fostering an egali-
tarian society. Both writers begin from the premise that laws are effective
instruments for the purposeful shaping of society toward intended goals.

Evenson's work enhances general understanding of the relationship
between society and law, but is especially valuable as an introduction to
and analysis of the Cuban legal system, until now barely known outside of
Cuba. The first two chapters explain the Cuban revolution as a radical,
transformative, and ongoing program for redistributing economie and
political goods. Outsiders often see Cuba's limits on individual rights as
problematic, but Evenson points out that their protection in the United
States exceeds that of any other country. The U.S. constitution does not
recognize social and economie rights, and deeply-rooted ideologies mili-
tate against granting primacy to social justice and collective goods. Cuban
ideas about democracy and society, by contrast, favor the collectivity.
Thus U.S. strategies have always aimed at crippling the Cuban economy
and the revolutionary social ends that depend on it.

Succeeding chapters deal with the legal profession, the judicial system,
gender and racial equality, criminal justice, property, family, economie
regulation, and the role of all of these in advancing the goals of the revo-
lution. They are clear and well-documented. Importantly, Evenson's sym-
pathy with the revolution does not inhibit her from criticizing the legal and
social orders. Her book is an important addition to the growing recent
literature on Cuba.
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It is instructive to compare, however briefly, Evenson's presentation of
family and family law in Cuba with that of Lazarus-Black in Antigua. The
Cuban family system bears many resemblances to the Antiguan, which is
not surprising since common features of domestic and reproductive life
occur throughout the Caribbean. Just as the "illegal encounters" of many
Antiguans did not accord with "legitimate acts," domestic and reproduc-
tive relations in Cuba often contradicted the Spanish code that officially
governed them before the revolution. In both places family form and do-
mestic and reproductive relations varied with class and color. But, whereas
Lazarus-Black contends that law has always strongly influenced domestic
and reproductive relations in Antigua, Evenson reports that Cuba's new
Family Code has not been able to transform the Cuban family. Patriarchal
relations, doublé sexual standards, "the glorification of male promiscuity"
(p. 140), and extra-legal mating, birth, and family formation persist. The law
has much more successfully boosted the independence and status of wom-
en, enlarged their opportunities, and guaranteed them important rights, as it
has done in Antigua.

The failure of law to alter domestic relations in revolutionary Cuba
prompts questions about factors that influence the transformative power
of law. It urges scrutiny of Lazarus-Black's thesis that Antiguan legal
codes shaped specifically Antiguan domestic and reproductive behaviors
(p. 9). Evenson's work supports Lazarus-Black's general assertion that
law influences social organization in the Caribbean, but it is bold to claim a
particular, direct relationship between domestic and reproductive patterns
and the legal history of one small territory when those patterns include
many regional features. The author does not discuss the questions that her
methodology raises. Nevertheless, her thesis suggests intriguing directions
for Caribbeanist research.

The book falls into two parts, an historical section based on archival
work and a contemporary section based on field research. Both are inno-
vative and interesting, but the second is more solid, its interpretations more
convincingly emergent from the empirical research. It explains how ordi-
nary people use the courts for family matters and illustrates the role of law
and courts in their everyday lives. It also shows that the Antiguan legal
system not only influences society, but responds to societal needs and
changes. Lazarus-Black is especially good at eliciting feelings and ideol-
ogies about love, marriage, gender, and similar subjects from her informants,
conveying them to her readers, and making reasonable interpretations.

The first part of the book is historical, and tries to show how family,
kinship, class, and gender developed together from the seventeenth cen-
tury. lts most solid and successful contribution is its history of Antiguan
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law. From the time of settlement in the seventeenth century, the dominant
English colonists devised laws to control the labor force, whether slave
or free, and regulate marriage, family, inheritance, and kinship. Ordinary
people meanwhile developed working systems of behavior defined as
illegal, such as out-of-wedlock birth and non-marital matings that often
crossed class and color lines and did not involve co-residence, just as they
did in Cuba.

Two methodological problems weaken this historical section. The
author occasionally treats law as if it were behavior, even though she
knows that the two are often different. If the archival materials needed to
support assertions about behavior are not obtainable, the assertions might
better be cast as hypotheses. For example, Lazarus-Black contends that
restrictive Antiguan divorce law in the nineteenth century and most of the
twentieth is an explanation for extra-legal unions. She writes: '"living in
sin' and having children out of wedlock reflected not so much a failed
morality as the near impossibility of canceling a marriage contract" (pp.
123-24). Never mind the doubtful notions of "living in sin" (even with
quotation marks) and "failed morality," or the absence of a vision outside
these limited alternatives. The point is that she offers no evidence to sup-
port her contention about the relationship of divorce law to extra-legal
mating and reproduction. On the contrary, we later read that after emanci-
pation people in "the common order" eagerly sought to legalize their
unions, and also "invented a rite to end an unhappy union" (pp. 144-45).
That sounds more like using and ignoring law as advantage dictates than
bending under its weight. And there is still the problem of offering local
law as an explanation for behavior common to the region. We need to be
shown what is unique in Antiguan patterns and precisely how local law
produced Antiguan variations on pan-Caribbean forms. The hypothesis
that divorce law is implicated in Caribbean mating and reproductive pat-
terns is, however, an alluring topic for comparative research.

The other methodological weakness is the author's extension of her
hypotheses to Barbuda. The two islands make up one state, and Lazarus-
Black, who carried out fieldwork on both, dismisses vast ecological, eco-
nomie, political, and historical differences on a societal scale by reducing
them to an identity myth that separates Barbudans from Antiguans on an
individual level (p. 5). A great deal of multi-disciplinary research over the
last thirty-five years (history, ethnology, historical archaeology, historical
geography) amplifies Douglas Hall's (1971:59) succinct description of
Barbuda's differences from Antigua: "there were no sugar estates, no
plantocracy, and no colonial government. Barbuda was the private prop-
erty of the Codrington family."
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These differences might be seen as negligible when one starts, as Laza-
rus-Black does, from a premise of the primacy of law, except that she has
overlooked a crucial fact: Antiguan law did not apply to Barbuda until
1860. At emancipation, writes Hall (1971:65), "Barbuda was not subject to
the laws of Antigua," and the Assembly of Antigua declared, in 1835, that
it had "not the constitutional right to pass laws for Barbuda" (1971:63).
Barbuda, as a private leasehold for nearly two hundred years, had no legal
institutions whatever (1971:62). Only in 1860 did the Colonial Office re-
solve its legal status by negotiating the extension of Antigua law into Bar-
buda (1971:85). Hall (1971:63-65) maintains that no Antiguan law before
1860 even mentioned Barbuda.

If Barbudan family, kinship, and gender systems before 1860 were the
same as Antiguan, then the argument that Antiguan law shaped them can
not be sustained. Indeed, it appears that no legal system shaped them. If
they were different, Barbuda could make a test case for the theory. Laza-
rus-Black supplies no data to plug this hole in the argument.

Neither are there data to show that the systems on the two islands are
identical today, probably because the author did not problematize the
notion that Antigua subsumes Barbuda. Her theoretical orientation favors
the primacy of institutions, such as law and government, and leads her to
assume identity between the two islands on the basis of joint statehood
imposed on Barbuda in 1981. By dismissing signal historical disparities in
politica! and legal status, and contemporary as well as historical differences
in many areas of economie and social life, Lazarus-Black has lost a re-
markable and perhaps unique opportunity for using Barbuda as a control.

In sum, the book is strong in its history of Antiguan law and its field
research on contemporary law and society, but marred by unexamined
assumptions and methodological weaknesses. On the other hand, it does,
like Evenson's book, disclose new research directions, provoke new
thinking about some familiar Caribbean topics, and make worthwhile con-
tributions to the burgeoning study of law and society in the Caribbean.
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Torn between Empires: Economy, Society, and Patterns of Political
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FERNANDEZ. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1994. ix + 333 pp. (Cloth
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Comparative history is a fascinating, complex sub-discipline of the. his-
torica] profession. Questions about the cases to compare and the analytical
value of the comparisons remain difficult to solve and tend to provoke
contradictory opinions and heated debate. Luis Martfnez-Fernandez has
not let himself be scared off by these problems. In Torn between Empires
he draws a comparison among the three Spanish-speaking societies in the
Caribbean: Cuba, the Dominican Republic, and Puerto Rico. His central
theme is the expansionist and imperialist ambitions of the Western nations
vis-a-vis these countries. As an undercurrent in his story, he presents an
analysis of the differential development of the three territories.

Cuba was undoubtedly the most important of the three in the nine-
teenth century. Economically, it was the strongest, and because of its im-
portance for Spanish colonialism it held a privileged and, at times, quite
autonomous position. Puerto Rico and the Dominican Republic had fewer
opportunities to impose themselves on the global scène. Puerto Rico was
firmly tied to the Spanish motherland, and the Dominican Republic was
formally independent, but economically underdeveloped and militarily
under the threat of its Haitian neighbor.

Martfnez-Fernandez points out how the continuous interest of the
European powers and the United States to extend their influence in the
Caribbean was a decisive factor in the nineteenth-century development of
the Hispanic Caribbean. U.S. governments, loyal to the just pronounced
Monroe doctrine, tried to control and restrict European influence in the
region, but they were confronted with an energetic European imperial
design. England, Spain, and France were active on the diplomatic front.

It is especially interesting to see how the intervention of Spain and the
United States was shaped by the racial perceptions of their main actors.
The issue of slavery crept into almost all diplomatic debates concerning the
Caribbean. In the internally divided U.S. administrations it caused a partic-
ularly profound ambiguity. In Cuba, too, politicians held contradictory
opinions. Most of them advocated the continuation of slavery. Simulta-
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neously they were concerned about the "darkening" of the population
and the increasing danger of a slave revolt.

The picture becomes even more complicated in light of numerous
annexationist plans of Caribbean politicians and filibustering schemes of
U.S. adventurers. Martinez-Fernandez's book presents a dazzling number
of these projects. It thus creates a picture of a highly contested and ex-
tremely unstable area, where no such thing as a status quo existed.

The details of his description are too numerous to repeat here. But I
would like to voice some specific criticisms of his generally admirable
work. First, Martinez-Fernandez relies heavily on foreign - we might even
say "imperialist" - archival sources, mainly from Spain, the United States,
and Great Britain. Although these sources are sometimes juxtaposed by
material drawn from local archives, the book offers a largely external per-
spective on the Caribbean.

I am also not convinced that the book has succeeded in its comparative
goals. Throughout, the three countries remain isolated cases. This is cer-
tainly the case with the Dominican Republic; Martinez-Fernandez has to
admit time and again that this society's history is so specific that it is
hardly comparable to that of the other two. But in fact, the same is true for
Puerto Rico and Cuba. The historical comparison is, above all, legitimated
by the fact that the three societies shared certain cultural aspects (of which
language was undoubtedly the most important) and a comparable colonial
heritage. However, because Martinez-Fernandez focuses on the social and
economie developments and the international political context, these fac-
tors lose most of their significance. That is especially regrettable because
there were indeed significant similarities in the nineteenth-century history
of the three. To give just one example, the late nineteenth century saw a
unique political cooperation of Spanish Caribbean intellectuals, both those
defending the ruling classes and the anti-imperialist revolutionaries. Dis-
cussion of this kind of linkage is largely missing in Martfnez-Fernandez's
book.

All this makes the book somewhat disappointing. It does not create a
convincing general image which might have glued together the different
historical experiences of the three countries and provided readers with a
new comparative narrative' in which the similarities and differences within
the nineteenth-century Spahish-speaking Caribbean would acquire a new
dimension. On the other hand, Martinez-Fernandez has offered a compre-
hensive English-language synthesis for the Hispanic Caribbean in a crucial
period of its existence. By also showing how many comparative questions
still remain unsolved, he opens interesting roads for future historical
research.
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Jorge Pérez-López, an international economist with the Bureau of Labor
Statistics at the U.S. Department of Labor, has written extensively on
topics relating to the post-revolutionary Cuban economy. In The Eco-
nomics of Cuban Sugar, published in the Pitt Latin American Series, Pérez-
López details the changes in the Cuban sugar industry in the period since
1959, offering some brief comparisons with patterns in earlier years. The
book lives up to the term economics in its title in several ways. It is
organized around the theme of supply and demand. It draws upon
numerous primary sources for considerable quantitative material, with 51
tables, 3 figures, and 6 appendices of statistical data. And it uses economie
analysis to examine some quite interesting problems, such as the value of
the Soviet subsidy to Cuba as a result of trading arrangements. The argu-
ments, even when most politically charged, are presented clearly and
dispassionately, while the thirty-one-page list of references indicates the
scope of materials utilized. And the book can be followed by those with a
limited knowledge of economie theory and statistical analysis.

While few of the arguments will seem new or novel, the strength of the
book is in the clarity of the discussion and the presentation of the relevant
statistical data. The continued dependence of the Cuban economy on
sugar, after the initial post-revolutionary attempt at industrialization, is
clearly documented, sugar providing rather large shares of Cuban agri-
cultural output and exports. There were basic changes in production, with
redistribution of landholdings to small farmers and to production coopera-
tives (with most of the land growing sugar belonging to the state), an
expansion in the share of the harvest mechanized, and a dramatic shift in
the major export market, from the United States to the Soviet Union, a shift
that led, politically, to a larger subsidy received by Cuban sugar interests.
After analyzing various estimates of the Soviet subsidy in the 1980s,
Pérez-López concludes that the subsidy was equal to about 42 percent of
total Cuban exports, a figure that was probably above 5 percent of Cuba's
GNP. Whether the use of the price of sugar represented the most efficiënt
way to pay a subsidy, as contrasted with the possibility of untied grants, is
doubtful, although it may have been the easiest way to justify it to the
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Soviet consumers and taxpayers. Clearly such a large subsidy, of con-
siderable use to Cuba, imposed high costs on the Soviet Union - another
indication of the burdens most nations face in maintaining an empire.
There were, however, some possible drawbacks to Cuba resulting from its
ties to the Soviet Union, including delays in mechanization due to the
imposed failure to adopt Australian technology, and also to the cost of the
political role played by Cuba in providing assistance to some of the sugar
economies of the Third World.

In addition to the examination of these major issues of political eco-
nomy, Pérez-López includes considerable interesting detail on the nature
of sugar production and marketing, and on the impact of sugar production
upon food production and imports after 1960. There is yet another sense
in which The Economies ofCuban Sugar has become a work of economie
history rather than a reference work dealing with contemporary Cuba.
Since its publication Cuba's major trading partner has literally disin-
tegrated, and found itself more concerned with internal problems than with
the support of a foreign nation, even one that had been a political ally.
Therefore, much of the discussion is dated, and can provide little insight
into Cuba's future. That being said, the book remains a valuable contri-
bution to the understanding of the role of sugar and sugar exports in the
Cuban economy in the fïrst three post-revolutionary decades.

Historia de un sueho: Los ferrocarriles püblicos en la Repüblica Domi-
nicana, 1880-1930. MICHIEL BAUD. Santo Domingo: Fundación Cultural
Dominicana, 1993. 145 pp. (Cloth US$ 10.00)

ROSARIO ESPINAL
Department of Sociology
Temple University
Philadelphia PA 19122, U.S.A.

Through a detailed presentation of the development of a public railroad
system in the Dominican Republic, Michiel Baud provides an analysis of
the economies and politics of the Cibao region in the Dominican Republic
in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Theoretically, Historia
de un sueho challenges two prevailing views on public railroad con-
struction in Latin America's social science. One is that which emphasizes
the modernizing consequences of railroad construction, including the
introduction of more sophisticated technology, a greater entrepreneurial
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sense, the growth of capitalist relations, and the promotion of agricultural
exports. The other, informed by dependency theory, argues that public
railroads failed to play a progressive role insofar they became an expres-
sion of external domination.

Baud argues that both views are limiting and deserve further explo-
ration for several reasons. First, they underestimate the role of local forces
as an essential base to promote the development of the infrastructure.
Second, the construction of public railroads was not simply the product of
a plan that external forces adopted unilaterally. Third, the government
frequently changed its position over time on the significance of a public
railroad system and different groups benefited from such changes. And
finally, some analysts have at times overlooked the ways in which railroad
construction favored industrialization through the importation of new
technologies, the formation of new labor markets, and new capital invest-
ments.

Baud argues that to better understand the significance of railroad
construction, it is necessary to examine the process of social change in the
country and the economie and political conditions that led to the concep-
tion and completion of the railroad projects. It is also important to assess
the social consequences of the construction work in relation to the role of
domestic and external forces, and to analyze the economie consequences
of the railroad system.

The research on which the book is based included the study of two
different railroad construction projects in the Cibao region in the late
nineteenth century: the Samana-Santiago and the Puerto Plata-Santiago
railroads. The Cibao was a productive agrarian region with no immediate
access to seaports. While it developed economically throughout the nine-
teenth century, the political power was concentrated in the capital city of
Santo Domingo, located in the south. Hence, the Cibao producers and
merchants attempted to find the best linkage with the northern coastline
(Puerto Plata, Samana, and Montecristi) to facilitate and promote exports.
Initially, the Santiago elite asked the government to build a road connec-
ting the city of Santiago with the Puerto Plata seaport. The pressures
increased in the 1870s and early 188Os in the midst of the economie crisis
produced by a decline of tobacco prices. The link with a seaport was in-
deed viewed as a way out of the economie malaise that affected the region
at the time.

The "railroad fever," as Baud calls it, began in 1875 when the first
locomotive arrived from Germany at the Montecristi seaport. Works on the
first railroad for public usage - the Samana-Santiago railroad - began in
1882. (There was a private railroad system in the sugar industry.) Facing a
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shortage of manpower, workers from the British and Dutch islands were
brought to the Dominican Republic to work in the railroad construction:
by 1883 there were about 350 workers from those islands, and by 1887
the number reached between 1,000 and 1,500. The railroad project faced
yet another problem: the heavy rainfall in some portions of the territory
seriously threatened the construction works. While the railroad was finally
inaugurated in 1888, it never operated without difficulties related to the
deficiënt construction technology and the climatic conditions.

Discontent with the construction of the Samana-Santiago railroad
motivated the efforts of the Cibao elite to build a railroad between Puerto
Plata and Santiago. The work began in 1891, yet the mountains between
Puerto Plata and Santiago posed construction difficulties. In addition, con-
flicts between the Dominican government and the European construction
fïrm delayed completion of the project. The construction work was also
complicated by a shortage of manpower. Finally, an earthquake damaged
part of the track soon after it was completed.

By the early twentieth century, the railroad companies faced yet an-
other difficulty: the recurrent economie crises at the turn of the century
had reduced the volume of goods being transported, causing a decline in
income to the railroad companies. The Samana-Santiago railroad was
particularly affected by a decline in the price and quantity of exported
agricultural products. The railroad also had to face the competition of
truck transportation after new roads were built during the U.S. occupation
of 1916-24.

The book is organized around the argument that the dream of having
a railroad in the Dominican Republic was short-Iived and surrounded
by difficulties. The building of railroads brought about socio-economic
changes to the country, particularly to the Cibao region. The railroad ac-
celerated the process of capitalist development, transformed labor relations
by creating an unprecedented demand for manpower, introduced new
technologies and systerns of production, and facilitated the transportation
of agricultural products. Yet the initial euphoria over the railroad did not
last long. The service was deficiënt and unreliable. The railroad system was
plagued by technical difficulties and its administration by corruption. For
these reasons, the economie elite of the Cibao region favored other means
of transportation as soon as they became available.
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Las emigraciones canarias a Santo Domingo: Siglos XVII y XVIII.
CARLOS ESTEBAN DEIVE. Santo Domingo: Fundación Cultural Dominicana,
1991. iii+185 pp. (Paper n.p.)
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The quincentennial of Columbus's voyage to America has motivated a
whole series of studies that go well beyond the traditional controversies.
More sophisticated documentation of Spanish emigration to the New
World (not only in the first century but during the entire colonial period),
regional distribution in regard to origin and destination of emigrants and,
when possible, quantification of the flow is permitting a better under-
standing of both the pressures in the sending provinces and the rationale
for settlement patterns in America.

Spain has always been a regionally diversifïed nation. The volume and
dynamics of emigration from provinces such as Andalusia, Galicia, Cata-
lonia, and the Canary Islands varied greatly over the centuries. Once the
period of conquest had passed, it was the state of regional economies in
Spain as well as government policy that directed the flow. Mass
emigration was not encouraged however. Ordinary people who could not
afford to pay for the voyage had to come as servants or soldiers. Therefore
it was the administrators, the clergy, the military, and their families who
formed colonial elites ready to push on when opportunities arose or to
defend their vested interests when challenged. Intercolonial mobility was
unavoidable.

By the seventeenth century the early colonies in the Caribbean were
suffering from a drain of settlers who had departed for the continent. That
left the islands vulnerable to foreign penetration as other European
nations took over the Lesser Antilles. The initiative to bring poor white
settlers to form stable communities in Santo Domingo came from the
colonial administration, increasingly concerned about depopulation.
Meanwhile, economie changes in the Canary Islands had created a pool of
unemployed agricultural labor which needed to be drained off, provided
the project could be financed by public funds. From the government's
point of view defense considerations furnished the rationale.

Carlos Esteban Deive's book fits into the current pattern of regional
migration studies. It also represents a continuation of some earlier publi-
cations. His interest in the relationship between colonial policy and the
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components of his country's population is reflected in both the two-
volume La esclavitud del Negro en Santo Domingo (1492-1844) (1980)
and Las emigraciones dominicanas a Cuba (1795-1808) (1989).

Las emigraciones canarias a Santo Domingo examines the migration
process, the towns that the Canary Islanders established, the cost of the
enterprise, and the experience of some migrant families. Particular attention
is given to the role of government policy in fending off foreign penetration
by subsidized - and sometimes forced - settlement in the sparsely popu-
lated frontier with the French colony of Saint Domingue. The author has
made extensive use of primary sources available at the Archivo General de
Indias in Seville, in addition to printed document collections and some
works by respected Dominican historians, such as Emilio Rodriguez
Demorizi and Frank Moya Pons.

Deive argues that the Spanish decision in the early seventeenth century
to remove the settlers along the northern coast of Espanola, in order to
curtail their contraband trade with foreigners, left a vacuüm that permitted
French penetration from the west. By the middle of the century the error
was recognized and a new policy provided incentives for the immigration
of poor white families from the Canary Islands whose presence was expec-
ted to put a stop to such occupation. He shows that over the next century
the establishment of new towns along the border was largely successful in
providing a basis for the frontier that was finally agreed on in 1777.

The detailed account of the various early projects can be rather heavy
reading. But the attempt to quantify the number of emigrants and the cost
of sending them is a valuable contribution. Deive's suggestion that immi-
gration from the Canary Islands was the principal factor in the colony's
population growth during the period, however, is somewhat speculative
since there is no account taken of outmigration, certainly impossible to
quantify. For ambitious people too poor to pay the transatlantic passage,
the proximity of Venezuela's prosperous economy must have been temp-
ting as a next step. The idea is interesting, though, and attention to their
contribution was needed. Finally, the chapters that describe the experi-
ence of frontier life succeed in bringing out the colonists' point of view,
especially the suffering they were exposed to by the tropical climate, class
conflicts within the colony, and almost constant warfare in the region.

The principal weakness in the study comes in part from the title, which
seems to promise more attention to the sending province. It would have
been helpful to have a brief chapter on the situation in the Canary Islands
that explained why people would be willing to leave in the first place and,
secondly, go to one of the less attractive colonies. For this reason Deive's
book should be read in conjunction with another one, also published in
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1991. Antonio Macias Hernandez's La migración canaria, 1500-1980
provides the necessary context from the point of view of the Canary
Islands. Overall, however, Deive has made an important contribution to our
knowledge of the links between government policy and population shifts
in the Spanish empire during a period that is not well studied.
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Are Puerto Ricans becoming North-Americanized and thereby losing their
national and cultural identity? Since the beginning of the century this
assimilation thesis has been the basic assumption feeding the Puerto Rican
identity debate. Island-based commentators have claimed that the assimi-
lation thesis is particularly relevant for Puerto Rican migrants in the United
States. In Divided Borders, however, Juan Flores argues that identity con-
structions of U.S.-based Puerto Ricans take more intricate paths than the
unidirectional line from the pole of essential Puertoricanness to the pole of
mainstream North-Americanness.

Flores questions both poles of the assimilation thesis. The essentialist,
Hispanophile definition of national culture, which is dominant among
island-based commentators, leaves no room for popular, Afro-Caribbean
culture and is unable to understand cultural change. On the other side of
the line, there is the melting pot's manifest incapacity to eradicate an
idiosyncratic U.S.-based Puerto Rican culture. Flores attributes this "de-
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ficient" assimilation to the colonial dimension of the relation between
Puerto Rico and the United States, of which migrants, once in the United
States, become acutely aware. Subsequently, they engage in counter-he-
gemonie struggles, thereby precisely reinforcing their distinct Puerto Rican
identity.

Remarkably, while Flores rejects the relevance of the assimilation thesis
for U.S.-based Puerto Ricans, he does apply it to the islanders, who, he
maintains, have taken the path of assimilation ever since "Operation
Bootstrap." In this perspective, the question of who has the most "Puerto
Rican" national identity becomes synonymous with the question of which
group distinguishes itself most from U.S. mainstream culture. Flores defines
this opposition in the first essay as one between "Anglo-Saxon mate-
rialism" and "Latin spirituality." This opposition, however, renders all
economie perspectives suspicious and diverts attention from the language
question, which in fact dominates the island debate on cultural identity.

The opening essays of the book are dedicated to two classics on Puerto
Rican identity. The 1980 essay on Pedreira's lnsularismo (1934) has the
virtue of placing Pedreira within the intellectual currents of his time.
However, the main part of this essay consists of detours, comparisons and
examples that are only relevant within a Marxist discourse. The second
essay (1984) is an elaborate comment on José Luis Gonzalez's analysis of
Puerto Rico as a four-storied country. The author claims that another floor
- the migration experience - should be added to this metaphorical
building, and that the influence of mass media should also be taken into
account. Flores shares with Gonzalez the assumption that Puerto Rican
identity is essentially based on the African component, to which Flores
adds the indigenous element.

After two essays on the popular musical styles bomba and plena, Flores
follows the first Puerto Rican working-class migrants to the United States.
The actors figuring here are socialists. The perspective remains more
political than cultural. The next part focuses on the literature and poetry of
the migration experience. The choice of poetry in particular, whether writ-
ten in English, Spanish, or the code-switching "Spanglish," is excellent. It
evokes in powerful images the life of the migrants in a hostile environment.

One of the most interesting essays is "Qué assimilated, brother, yo soy
asimilao." From the poetry of Tato Laviera the evolution of the conscious-
ness structuring the formation of Puerto Rican migrants' identity is
distilled. This process consists of four simultaneous movements. The first is
the state of abandonment. The second is the psychological return to the
island, which ultimately leads to the recovering of the African and
indigenous foundation of Puerto Rican culture. The third movement is the
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introduction of the national dimension to U.S. ethnic relations. The fourth
consists of branching out, "the selective connection to and interaction
with the surrounding North American society." The analysis is interesting.
Yet one wonders about Flores's claim that the process is representative for
all migrants. It can be assumed that not all migrants go through these four
entire trajectories, and that some are less selective than others in their
connection to North American society.

This brings us back to the process of assimilation, which in Flores's
book is obscured by various rhetorical devices. First, there is an over-
generalization of the experience of individuals and limited social groups.
Next, there is a lack of differentiation regarding the migrant community,
discarding contrasts linked to generations, place, time and moment of
residence, and type of migration (permanent of circular), as well as the
influence of the latter type on the U.S.-based community. Finally, there is
Flores's disputable labeling of the cultures of North American blacks and
other minorities as "counter cultures," so that Puerto Rican alliance with
these group cultures does not imply assimilation. The latter division of U.S.
culture is in fact at odds with Flores's justified critique of the Puerto Rican
island elitist definitions of national culture. If the Puerto Rican popular
cultures are "Puerto Rican," why shouldn't the popular cultures of U.S.
blacks be "North American"?

Another point is that the author's anti-U.S. stance at times blurs his
vision, such as in his statement that the Latin American debt crisis was
caused by the policies of U.S. finance institutions, or in his blaming the
U.S. educational system for the fact that many Puerto Rican migrants
speak "Spanglish."

The ten essays were written over a time span of thirteen years (1978-
90). The author has put them in a non-chronological order to lend the
book more thematic coherence. Yet it remains a rather heterogeneous
collection. If read in chronological sequence one sees the political and
professional outlook of the author evolve, roughly from Marxist to less
fixed positions which admit for wider perspectives. To this reader, the most
recent essays are the most inspiring ones.

All in all, Flores's book is very rich, both in its disciplinary range (his-
tory, language, literature, music, linguistic practice, popular culture, social
movements) and in its insights and analyses. With his excellent style,
Flores seldom bores his readers. Divided Borders certainly is a major
contribution to the Puerto Rican identity debate.
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Women as Healers, Women as Patients: Mental Health Care and
Traditional Healing in Puerto Rico. JOAN KOSS-CHIOINO. Boulder CO:
Westview, 1992. xx + 237 pp. (Paper US$ 32.95)

CRUZ M. NAZARIO
Department of Biostatics and Epidemiology
University of Puerto Rico, P.O.Box 365067
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00936-5067

This book has a foreword by Dr. Edward F. Foulks, a preface, eleven
chapters and an appendix with methodology and tables. In the first five
chapters the author describes the characteristics of women healers (thera-
pists and espiritistas). The psychiatrie illnesses and emotional complaints
of patients who had participated in the 1976-80 "Therapist-Spiritist Train-
ing Project" are detailed in Chapters 6-11.

Unfortunately, the book's shortcomings outweigh its merits. In some
240 pages, Koss-Chioino tries to describe the political, social, emotional,
and spiritual components of women healers and their patients in Puerto
Rico. The author insists that this is an "ethnographic study, based on
systematic observations, interviews and questionnaires" (p. xviii). Never-
theless, she warns that it does not follow the standard mode of ethno-
graphic reports but offers an account of her personal experience. The
overall results are disappointing. We end up trying to understand a book
that was written under the influence of the espiritus, by a "social scien-
tist" trained to become an espiritista (albeit never becoming one), an
"ethnographic study" with disconnected empirical data. The result is a
poorly organized story heavily charged with anecdotes and with inter-
pretations of the empirical data that cannot be validated from the tables
provided in the appendix. It fails to transcend a cross-sectional view of a
self-selected and biased sample. The highly heterogeneous composition
of women in Puerto Rican society is never considered in depth. Koss-
Chioino's view excludes rather than integrates by choosing only one per-
spective and ignoring other possibilities, not recognizing that social
phenomena are embedded in history, that events can never be abstracted
from their past or their future.

Some comments may substantiate this criticism. First, a simplistic inter-
pretation of the social, political, and cultural aspects of Puerto Rico is
presented. Koss-Chioino declares that "this book aims at portraying the
experience and context of Puerto Rico womanhood in all of its complex,
heroic, yet quite imperfect, reality" (p. 6). She also asserts that the drama in
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the lives of the women described is "more exciting than the TV novelas
(soap operas) to which so many are addicted" (p. 6).

Second, while an enormous amount of data is presented in Chapters 6-
11, the book is plagued by numerous inconsistencies between the data in
the tables and the author's interpretations. Assertions in the text are
unverifiable in the tables provided. This could have been avoided by more
thorough editing on the part of the publishers. There is, for example, no
direct way to evaluate the author's interpretation of the differences in
diagnosis by gender allegedly found in this study (p. 156). In table A.2, the
percentage distribution by gender and diagnostic category is presented
without the complaint profile. In Table A.l, the diagnostic category and
complaint profile but not the gender distribution are presented. Koss-
Chioino states that "more men (62%) than women (53%) diagnosed as
depressed (dysthymic) said they were very 'nervous'" (p. 156). Neverthe-
less, Table A.l shows only 26 percent. Since the complaint categories in
Table A.l are not mutually exclusive, readers cannot recalculate the per-
centage. There are no available data to evaluate this information for men.
Tables are useful to illustrate, describe, and/or provide detailed information
about the collected data. Koss-Chioino does not do that.

At the same time, the book does not offer data to compare the three
healer groups, even though the author identified this as the central thesis
of the work. The comparisons in the text are made only through anecdotal
experiences, interpretations, and conclusions by the author and project
director.

The statistical and verbal descriptions of the data are not integrated. For
example, the author confuses validation of diagnostic classifïcations with
reliability tests (p. 209). Results from an ill-defined model or one with
biased information cannot be rescued by even the most sophisticated
statistical analysis, regardless of how much "spiritual" help one could get.

Perhaps the most disturbing aspect of this book is the constant attempt
of the author to make inferences from her observations of Puerto Rican
women (pp. 17, 18, 21, 107, 113, 128, 149, 177, 194) even though she states
that her data and observations are based on a very biased sample (pp. 16
and 89). Moreover, the haphazard manner in which the data are presented
means that the results are not even representative of the participating
subjects.

Reading this book presented a challenge. It is certainly not an ethno-
graphic report, for it displays no rigor. Neither is it a report of an empirical
investigation, for it fails to use the advantages provided by systematic
evaluation of observed and collected data.
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El Caribe y Cuba en la posguerra fria. ANDRÉS SERBIN & JOSEPH TULCHIN

(eds.). Caracas: Editorial Nueva Sociedad, 1994. 272 pp. (Paper n.p.)

FORREST D. COLBURN
INCAE
Apartado 960
4050 Alajuela, Costa Rica

This collection of essays is the fruit of a conference of the same name held
in Caracas in May 1993. The list of sponsoring institutions is impressive:
Cuba's Centro de Estudios de America, the Instituto Venezolano de
Estudios Sociales y Polfticos, the Latin American Program of the Woodrow
Wilson Center in Washington, the Friedrich Ebert Foundation, the Mac-
Arthur Foundation, the Instituto de Relaciones Europa-América, and the
Universidad Central de Venezuela.

What is the impact of the end of the Cold War on the states of the
Caribbean? The short answer is that it brings great hardship to Cuba and
not much change elsewhere, since Cuba has been so isolated from the rest
of the Caribbean. The longer, more complete, answer is provided in this
book's fourteen essays. Many of them highlight how the end of the Cold
War has diminished the "strategie" or "geo-political" importance of the
region to the United States, making the United States likely to be less gen-
erous with foreign aid and commercial concessions, and less accepting of
immigration.

The Caribbean's place in a world increasingly grouped into trading
bloes is also ably discussed in the volume. David Lewis and Maby Gon-
zalez Vilaseca, in particular, discuss the impact of the Nortri American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) on the states of the Caribbean. Their analysis
suggests that what is good for Mexico is not necessarily good for its
eastern neighbors.

The end of the Cold War gives political elites in the Caribbean much to
ponder. But the most pressing question is one not taken up in this volume,
for understandable reasons: What will happen in the Caribbean if the
Castro regime does not survive what it refers to as this "special, difficult
period"? Carlos Romero argues in his contribution that, even with the end
of the Cold War, the relationship between Cuba and Venezuela is - and
will remain - distant. Despite its efforts to the contrary, Cuba's relationship
to the other states of the Caribbean Basin is not likely to differ. But if the
Castro regime crumbles, it will no longer be possible in the Caribbean to
ignore Cuba.
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La saga del negro: Presencia africana en Colombia. NlNA S. DE FRIEDE-
MANN. Santa Fe de Bogota: Centro Editorial Javeriano, 1993. 117 pp.
(Paper US$13.00)

WlNTHROP R. WRIGHT
Department of History
University of Maryland
College Park MD 20742-7315, U.S.A.

The major virtue of this short book is to demonstrate the lack of attention
that Colombian scholars have paid to the nation's African Americans.
Almost fifty percent of Colombia's population has some African ancestry,
but Friedemann's effort to describe it proves disappointing, for like other
Colombian studies, this book tends not to treat blacks as real people.
Rather, its synopsis of the literature proves, that with few exceptions,
scholars have approached this subject from a distance. According to most
of them, blacks in Colombia shared a tragic history of slavery, and con-
tributed to the nation's folklore, music, and language. But they are not
treated as if they exist in a real world context today.

The absence of contemporary blacks proves ironie in a book that owes
its origin to a curious Colombian law that finally recognized the rights of
blacks in the Pacific lowlands. On June 18, 1993, the Congress of the
Republic of Colombia passed "Law 70," which gave titles to those blacks
who had spent centuries working small plots in the Pacific lowland fron-
tiers. It applied to the descendants of slaves set free on May 21, 1851, who
had occupied public lands {tierras bdldias) in the Pacific coast provinces.
After some five hundred years in Colombia, these ethnic blacks finally
received their legal rights and privileges.

Friedemann does not challenge such reasoning. During several decades,
she and others have studied these same blacks largely as contributors to
Colombia's culture and folklore. Colombians such as Friedemann feel that
"Law 70" effectively purged past injustices against blacks. Moreover, the
law helped make the study of blacks a legitimate intellectual endeavor. Her
book tries, though not very successfully, to lead the way to recognizing
the African element in Colombian history in two minor ways. She briefly
chronicles the history of slavery, and she describes the historiography of
African contributions to Colombia's formation. In effect, she says: "Look
here, we do have an African past, and the scholars whose work I review
have shown the way to study it."

On a more positive note, the book does serve as a starting point for
anyone interested in conducting serious research on Colombian blacks.
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Friedemann offers a clear chronological overview of their history during
the colonial era. In general, she gives a broad description of slave living
conditions, the labor slaves performed, and the types of punishments they
faced. She also presents an explanation for the large concentration of
blacks along Colombia's Pacific coast lowlands, where slaves provided the
bulk of the work force on sugar plantations and cattle ranches after the
flight of the indigenous population.

Friedemann also explains the role that maroon communities (palenques)
played in the formation of free black communities on the tierras baldias of
the Cauca valley. There, significant numbers of blacks lived on lands
without titles. Following the abolition of slavery in 1851, such individuals
continued to live as so-called "vagrants," tied to the old sugar haciendas.
During the twentieth century, they either lived on meager wages from the
haciendas, scratched out an existence on their small plots, or, in increasing
numbers, moved to the growing cities.

A closing section of the book deals with the cultural contributions of
Africans to Colombia. This part of the study concentrates on several famil-
iar topics. Throughout Colombia, place names, including Gabriel Garcfa
Marquez's fictional Macondo, as well as names of mountains, rivers, and
streams, have African origins. So, too, do the nation's music, especially the
cumbia and vallenato music of the Atlantic coast. But this comes as no
surprise. Nor does her conclusion that after five hundred years African
traditions still contribute to new constructs of Colombian culture, not only
for the descendants of slaves but for all Colombians.

Like so many others, Friedemann has largely ignored the true suffering
of Colombian blacks, who often live in abject poverty. She does not depict
the poverty of real individuals, nor does she describe the conditions in
which they live. Today, Colombian black communities experience the
highest rates of crime, drug-related violence, and AIDS in the country.
Tens of thousands try to flee to larger urban areas to escape the nearly
total political and cultural alienation they endure in their own isolated
settlements. Friedemann's passing tribute will hardly alleviate their daily
suffering from diseases, malnutrition, and poverty. Nor has she called
attention to their plight. Unfortunately, Colombians learn almost nothing
from this book about the actual black experience or the racism that created
these conditions.
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Géopolitique des Petites Antilles: Influences européenne et nord-
américaine. FRAN£OIS TAGLIONI. Paris: Karthala, 1994. vii + 321 pp. (Paper
FF 160.00)

RTTA GIACALONE
Universidad de Los Andes
Escuela de Ciencia Politica
Mérida, Venezuela

The incidence of the general transnationalization of investment and
finance in the global economy, together with the more direct impact upon
the Caribbean region of the formation of trade bloes in Europe and North
America, have attracted the attention of numerous analysts, and a good
number of them have looked at the problems and opportunities that the
new international trade environment creates for Caribbean nations. Taglio-
ni's book pretends to add a comparative dimension by looking only at the
small islands of the Eastern Caribbean, and also by analyzing their devel-
opment possibilities vis-a-vis the United States and the European Union.

This book attempts to address too many issues - from how long the
preferential access of Caribbean agricultural products can resist the
pressure of trade liberalization to the question of whether political stability
is synonymous with sovereignty. The one he manages to develop in most
depth is the extent to which the politics of foreign aid and cooperation of
the European Union toward the Eastern Caribbean islands represents an
alternative for regional development and contributes to the improvement
of their independence vis-a-vis the United States. In this regard, he con-
cludes that "though the European Union could ... moderate the North
American influence, it does not have enough interest in the Eastern Carib-
bean, or even in the Caribbean, to risk entering into competition with the
United States" (p. 306). Obvious as this conclusion may sound for any-
body working in the field of International Relations in the Caribbean,
arguments leading to his answer provide ample and sound analysis of im-
portant aspects of the present Caribbean situation.

The book begins with a short overview of the physical and demo-
graphic characteristics of the Lesser Antilles, in a chapter that also stresses
the importance of colonial heritage in this collection of three British terri-
tories (Anguilla, Montserrat, and the British Virgin Islands), three members
of the Netherlands Antilles (St. Maarten, Saba, and St. Eustatius), two
French Departments (Guadeloupe and Martinique), and seven independ-
ent nations (Antigua-Barbuda, Barbados, Dominica, Grenada, St. Kitts-
Nevis, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent and the Grenadines). This colonial
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heritage has influenced both their political and economie lives, making
them highly dependent upon special arrangements with the European
Union and, lately, the United States. Even more, for Taglioni, regional co-
operation and integration in the Caribbean is a difficult endeavor which
will not preclude the need for foreign aid from donor countries and organi-
zations in both the European Union and North America.

One of Taglioni's main arguments is that tourism in the Lesser Antilles is
"a powerful engine for improving the quality of life of their inhabitants"
(p. 231). He argues that tourism has prompted these island nations to
improve their infrastructures (water, electricity, roads, sanitation, and even
education). However, classifying the islands in three groups - leaders,
outsiders, and marginals - and discussing the situation of touristic activi-
ties in each island, he makes it clear that the cost of improving the needed
infrastructure to attract tourists is prohibitive for some of them. In this
analysis he also fails to mention the environmental constraints posed by
insularity and small size. The strong point of this chapter is Taglioni's in-
clusion of a good collection of maps, figures, photographs, and tables with
information comparing hotel accommodations, number of tourists, cruise
ship arrivals, and related statistics.

Taglioni evaluates development projects financed by the European
Union in the Eastern Caribbean. He depicts them as positive when they
deal with infrastructure construction or improvement, an area in which
there is a high concentration of European capital, but negative when they
emphasize agricultural development, an area in which European bureau-
crats have to take into account the human and natural elements present in
each island, and in which results can only be seen after a long term. After
this, it is difficult to share his confidence that "the European Union policy
adequately fulfills the role of engine of development" in these islands (p.
262). In fact, one is more inclined to conclude that the policy of the
European Union is more concerned with the development of investment
alternatives for their companies and entrepreneurs than with the islands'
welfare, and that the United Kingdom, France, and the Netherlands have
successfully managed to employ the Union's financial resources to fulfill
their obligations toward their dependent territories in the Caribbean.

Taglioni's concept of geopolitics also deserves comment. Although he
offers no theoretical discussion on the subject, it is clear from the begin-
ning that his work fits into what we may call a classic geographical con-
cept. Geographic proximity and the political fact that the European Union
has a common policy toward these islands under the Lomé Conventions
are enough for Taglioni to consider the Eastern Caribbean a geopolitical
unit. Despite these shortcomings, readers will benefit from a wealth of
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information and an orderly discussion of the present political and eco-
nomie situation of the Eastern Caribbean nations and their perspectives.

Africanisms in Afro-American Language Varieties. SALIKOKO S.
MUFWENE (ed.), with the assistance of Nancy Condon. Athens: University
of Georgia Press, 1993. vii + 512 pp. (Cloth US$ 40.00)

DANIEL J. CROWLEY
Department of Anthropology
University of California
Davis CA 95616, U.S.A.

The result of an NSF-sponsored international round table, "Africanisms in
Afro-American Language Varieties," held at the University of Georgia in
February 1988, these twenty-seven papers (seven of them commentaries)
attempt to solve some of the basic problems in the conceptualization of the
ever-controversial creole languages of the New World.

Essentially, the round table was a face-off organized by scholars who
believe that these languages derive in large part from African languages
(the Substrate Hypothesis or SubH) as against those who believe they
were invented by children (the Language Bioprogram Hypothesis or
LBH) and those who contend (p. 1) that they "owe the greater, and the
most central, part of their systems to the non-standard dialects of the
European languages that lexified them" (the Superstratist Hypothesis or
Suph). The organizers further believe that the creoles developed from
"approximate" local varieties of the European languages at the time of the
huge influx of African population rather than several generations earlier
when these local varieties fïrst developed. Thus the round table "was an
invitation to substratists to articulate more specifically the nature and
extent of the African linguistic contributions that they advocate and to
justify their claims with evidence that answers questions commonly raised
by proponents of both the LBH and the SupH" (p. 3).

But exactly what is an Africanism? The twelve million Africans forcibly
transported to the New World came mostly from West and Central Africa,
few from the South and the East, and they spoke numerous different
languages from many language families. With little opportunity to learn the
Standard European language or even its local variant, the Africans did their
best to communicate, borrowing the most needed European words (lexi-
fying) as best they could, but often pronouncing them using their tra-
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ditional phonology, and calling on their traditional grammatical structure
to make them into utterances comprehensible to their masters. The Euro-
peans in turn soon discovered the usefulness of the compromise language
that developed - termed "pidgin" as long as it remains a second language,
and "creole" when it becomes the first language of a people, who often
call both "patois."

To show the importance of this concept, the languages under discussion
include such widely varying types as American Black English Vernacular,
Gullah of the Georgia/Carolina coast, Haitian and Antillean French Greole,
Ndjuka and Saramaccan of Suriname, Papiamentu of Curacao, such Carib-
bean varieties as Jamaican, Bahamian, Belizean, and Kittitian, and for
comparison Mauritian and Reunionais from the other side of the world in
the Indian Ocean. To demonstrate the striking parallels between widely-
dispersed creole languages: a white Mauritian overseer on a St. Lucian
sugar estate discovered that he could understand the local French Creole,
but never let on to his employees. Then at the fete celebrating the end of
his three-year contract, to their utter astonishment, he gave a little speech
in Creole saying how much he had enjoyed all the comments they had
made about him.

Besides the intricacies of sounding out words and putting them to-
gether to make sense, the very words themselves are tricky. Is the beloved
Caribbean bele dance of ladies wearing traditional Martiniquaise douil-
lette dresses from Kikongo "velele" or French "bel air"? Okra called
gombo or gumbo in Louisiana and the Antilles is probably from Kimbundu
"kingombo" but is "bunda," the nasty word for Antillean buttocks,
really from Manding, Bambara, and even farther away Kimbundu? Bra-
zilians will be edified to hear that, although "Samba" is a common boy's
name in Senegal, it means "to lead" in Manding, and "chef du chant" in
Haitian. Trinidadians and other Antillians will be amazed to learn that their
much-feared blood-sucking sorceress who turns into a ball of fire is not
French soucouyant, but Fulfulde sukunyadyo or Soninke sukunya, mean-
ing "sorciers mangeurs d'hommes" (p. 150). Needless to say, the contro-
versies implicit in even these few attributions would cause a fistfight to
erupt at any serious scholarly meeting of Caribbean linguists. And
although Webster still says "origin unknown," where does "tote" (mean-
ing "carry") really come from?

For all the impressive expertise exhibited in these papers, the back-
ground knowledge, field research, and careful consideration of every
nuance of centuries-old speech acts, the startling fact is that the historical
documentation of the development of these languages simply does not
exist, requiring and justifying analysis this refined - and this speculative.

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:14:28PM
via free access



190 New West Indian Guide/Nieuwe West-Indische Gids vol. 70 no. 1 & 2 (1996)

Even so, the important role of Africanisms in New World languages is once
more demonstrated and the contribution of Melville and Frances Hersko-
vits is once more recognized for their early program to rehabilitate the
image of Africa so long denigrated to justify slavery, and to demonstrate
African cultural continuities throughout the Diaspora.

Atlantic Meets Pacific: A Global View of Pidginization and Creoli-
zation. FRANCIS BYRNE & JOHN HOLM (eds.)- Amsterdam and Philadelphia:
John Benjamins, 1993. ix + 465 pp. (Cloth US$ 95.00)

Old English and New: Studies in Language and Linguistics in Honor of
Frederic G. Cassidy. JOAN D. HALL, NlCK DOANE & DlCK RlNGLER (eds.).
New York: Garland, 1992. xxxiii + 460 pp. (Cloth US$ 75.00)

PETER BAKKER
Institute for General Linguistics/IFOTT
University of Amsterdam
1012 VT Amsterdam, the Netherlands

The first of these books contains thirty-six papers from the 1989 and 1991
meetings of the Society for Pidgin and Creole Linguistics, as well as an
introduction by the editors (but no index). It is the eleventh book in the
Creole Language Library, started in 1986.

The phrase "a global view" in the title suggests that some consensus is
reached among the linguists who study contact languages from all parts of
the globe, but this is not the case. The introduction, by two people whose
theoretical viewpoints on the issues are almost as far apart as can be, is a
masterpiece in mutual diplomacy. But it is the only. one attempting an inte-
grated view of the field, summarizing. and commenting on the contribu-
tions in a lucid manner.

In the rest of the book, authors briefly present their current research.
Almost two thirds of the papers have a Caribbean content. The others deal
with such languages as Mauritian Creole, Seychellois, West African Pidgin
English, Tok Pisin, Papuan and other Pidgins of the Pacific, Chinese Pidgin
English, Foreign Workers German, and Shaba Swahili. Each is arranged in
sections called "phonology," "morphology & syntax," "social con-
cerns," "pidgins & pidginization," "creoles & creolization," and "other
contact-induced phenomena." There is not enough space to discuss in de-
tail all the papers of interest to Caribbeanists.
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Most attention is given to Haitian and the Suriname creoles. The dis-
cussion of Haitian focuses on subjectless sentences (Michel DeGraff), so-
called anti-perfect aspect in narrative discourse (Arthur Spears), and the
normalization of Haitian now that the language is used more and more in
the media and education (Kate Howe). Kenneth Bilby discusses the grad-
ual loss of IV and hl in Aluku and other Suriname creoles, and George
Huttar and Evert Koanting provide a detailed analysis of comparative
constructions in Ndjuka. The papers by Jacques Arends and Maureen
Healy propose new models based on Suriname data. Healy claims (in my
eyes rightly) that there is a synchronic continuüm between Sranan and
Dutch in Suriname today; Arends argues against theories that claim a
sudden genesis for Sranan and pleads in favor of a gradualist model,
basing his position on older language sources.

The keyword of the volume is perhaps "comparison." Authors compare
their data either with similar things in another creole, within a group of
creoles, with a putative substrate language, or with non-creole languages.
For example, two papers (one by Francis Byrne and Alexander Caskey,
another by John Lipski) discuss the preverbal element ta, marking durative
aspect in many Portuguese and Spanish lexicon creoles. At this point there
are some remarkable similarities between these creoles from all parts of the
wörld, even in Saramaccan where the word is derived not from Spanish/
Portuguese estar but from English stand (Smith 1987:216), a fact not
mentioned by the authors. This makes the case even more intriguing. Other
examples of comparison are Julianne Maher's paper on French Creole in
St. Barthélemy and in Guadeloupe or Salikoko Mufwene's discussion of
possessive pronouns in the Atlantic creoles.

There are many interesting papers in this volume. Unfortunately most of
them are frustratingly brief. This briefness may explain the omission of
certain historical information, indispensable in this field and of interest to
other disciplines as well. For instance, how does Robin Sabino know that
Ga, Ewe, and Akan are the substrate languages for Negerhollands when
she compares syllable structure in these languages with the creole?

A positive point in my view is that creolists are starting to look at the
diversity of languages in their field. They discover many counterexamples
to the old adage that creoles have no morphology. Silvia Kouwenberg and
Armin Schwegler discuss clitic pronouns in Berbice Dutch and Palenquero
respectively. Eric Schiller claims in one of the papers on serial verbs that
these are common enough in non-creole languages. Consequently cre-
olists realize more and more that creole languages cannot be separated
structurally from non-creole languages. One starts to wonder whether a
separate field of creole studies is still justified.
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Old English and New is as varied as the field of research of the man to
whom it is dedicated. Fred Cassidy is a Jamaican-born linguist known for
his work on lexicography, American dialects, Jamaican Creole and other
subjects. The list of his publications given in the book starts in 1935 and
ends in 1992 (and Cassidy is still publishing in 1995). The papers closely
follow Cassidy's interests, and almost all the papers, whether they deal
with Old English poetry or Native American place names in Wisconsin, cite
his work. An interview with Cassidy and a brief biography complete the
book. There is also an index.

Only seven of the twenty-seven papers have a Caribbean content. Bar-
bara Lalla focuses on the role of English dialects (especially southwestern)
in the formation of the Jamaican Creole lexicon. Richard Allsopp deals
with the influence of creole languages on Caribbean English literature.
Salikoko Mufwene makes an interesting contribution to the discussion of
Africanisms in Gullah (the Creole of the coast of South Carolina and
Georgia) in the most linguistically oriented of these papers. John Rickford
contributes to the discussion of the absence of a radical creole in Bar-
bados; he made recordings of two ladies in their eighties whose speech
displays many more creole features than hitherto encountered in
Barbados. Jean Da Costa discusses nautical influences on language in
Jamaica, and links this to the importance of sailors in the emergence of the
creole; she lists almost 150 sea terms, with etymologies. John Holm points
to the fact that words in many creole languages are loan translations from
West African languages, such as "day clean" for "day break," or "eye
water" for "tear." Lise Winer gives some interesting examples of folk
etymologies in Trinidad and Tobago, where the origin of words is a
popular subject of discussion among local people.

The two volumes complement one another. Atlantic Meets Pacific
deals with the theory of creole structure, and Old English and New deals
with the lexicon. Both look at West Africa, but only the first looks at uni-
versals (or pan-creole universals) for an explanation, and only the second
takes issues with the European source languages.
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Ndyuka. GEORGE L. HUTTAR & MARY L. HUTTAR. London: Routledge,
1994. 631 pp. (Cloth US$ 150.00)

JACQUES ARENDS
Institute for General linguistics/IFOTT
University of Amsterdam
1012 VT Amsterdam, the Netherlands

This reference grammar of Ndyuka, the creole language of the Maroon
tribe of the same name living in the Suriname interior, is based on extensive
fieldwork carried out by the authors during some ten years between 1968
and 1990. It appears in Routledge's Descriptive Grammar Series, which
aims to provide comprehensive grammatical descriptions in a uniform for-
mat designed to satisfy the needs of both crosslinguistic comparison and
linguistic theory. In order to do so, the grammars in the series are relatively
a-theoretical; that is, no particular theoretical framework is adopted and
the emphasis is on the presentation rather than interpretation of data. As a
result, the bulk of the present book is taken up by some 2,500(!) sample
sentences, taken from a wide variety of native-produced texts, totaling
some 350,000 words, supplemented with linguistic judgments and some
translated material. The data illustrate syntactic, morphological, phono-
logical, and lexical phenomena, while pragmatics and semantics are only
cursorily touched upon. Evidently, the book's value has to be sought in
its comprehensiveness and in the selection and structure of the data, rather
than in explicit analysis.

How does the book perform on these accounts? Generally speaking,
very well. The authors have accumulated an impressive amount of data,
which they present in an orderly and transparent manner. Since the num-
ber of comprehensive reference grammars for creole languages is stillvery
small, this volume fills a sorely feit need, especially since Ndyuka, along
with the other Suriname creole languages, belongs to the group of so-
called "radical" creoles, i.e., those that show maximal distance from their
main lexical donor language and are assumed to be the "most creole"
among the creoles. It is these languages which are often invoked in de-
bates concerning the structure and genesis of creole languages (such as
the controversy over universals vs. substrata) and which therefore have
acquired an additional theoretical importance. It is very fortunate that for
at least one of these languages a thorough description has now become
available.

However, some serious criticism is in order regarding the way this rich
source of data is made accessible to readers. A one-page "index of
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selected forms and topics" (covering some twenty items) hardly enables
the book to be used as a reference grammar. While this deficiency could
have been partly remedied by the inclusion of an extensive table of con-
tents, reflecting the microstructure of the book, this was not done. The
(two-and-a-half-page) table of contents contains references to sections
that contain well over thirty pages (e.g., section 1.11 on emphasis), without
providing any information regarding that section's internal structure. In
the actual text, however, the same section is subdivided down to the sixth
level (e.g., section 1.11.2.1.3.1.), describing emphasis of a constituent by
movement to initial position in the sentence. It is only through a combined
usage of the index (via the entry "movement") and the table of contents
(via the section on emphasis) that readers are directed to the place where
this topic is treated. In other cases, when a particular topic is not included
in the index, the only option is to go through the table of contents and
check every section where it might possibly be treated. Unfortunately, the
headings offer no help either: putting the word "syntax" on top of each
of 372 pages is not very helpful for a reader who knows he is dealing with
syntax but is looking for information on some specific syntactic con-
struction.

To conclude, this book is a true gold mine of linguistic material, but
users should be prepared to do some digging if they want to find what
they are looking for.

De geschiedenis van de WIC. HENK DEN HEYER. Zutphen, Netherlands: De
Walburg Pers, 1994. 208 pp. (Paper NLG 39.50)

P.C. EMMER
Department of History
University of Leiden
2300 RA Leiden, the Netherlands

Finally, a comprehensive survey of the history of the Dutch West India
Company (WIC). Why did it take so long to write this new history? The
last one was published (by Menkman) in 1947. The other large Dutch
overseas trading company, the Dutch East Indian Company (VOC), has
been the focus of much more extensive scholarship and there now exists a
wide variety of studies and surveys of the VOC, even including an
interactive computer program allowing its users to re-enact the company's
history.
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It is difficult to imagine that the entertainment industry will ever market
a similar device concerning the WIC. The company went bankrupt twice,
lost most of its possessions overseas and seems ill-suited to serve as a
monument for the overseas expansion or as proof of the business acumen
of the Dutch merchant elite when their republic ranked proudly among the
leading nations of the world. Rather, when confronted by a lengthy litany
of mishaps, readers are forced to face the questión of why the Dutch were
so successful in trade and fïnance in Europe and even more so in Asia but
ranked as only very minor players in the Atlantic.

On first sight Henk den Heyer's book seems to defy the disastrous
history of the WIC; it is as lavishly illustrated and has the same design and
layout as its companion volume telling the much more impressive history
of the Dutch East India Company (Gaastra 1991). The twelve short chap-
ters, however, quickly reveal what went wrong in the WIC. There might
have been no need to worry during the first phase of the Company's
history because substantial amounts of money were made by privateering,
but all that changed during the period 1630-40 because of the abortive
occupation of Portuguese Brazil. As seen from the surface the Dutch only
seemed to follow the course of the French and British expansion in the
Atlantic by constructing an Atlantic empire that cóntained plantation and
settlement colonies as well as a number of trading forts. In reality, however,
the Dutch plantations in Brazil never became as secure as those of the
French and the British in the Caribbean. By the time Suriname had been
conquered, the WIC had virtually no means to develop this colony.

All this begs the questión of why the history of Dutch expansion in the
Atlantic deviated so dramatically from that of the British and the French.
Unfortunately, Den Heyer is unable to explain several of the main differ-
ences because the relevant records are missing. First of all, it is still difficult
to understand why the diligent, cost-conscious, and pragmatic directors of
the Company were so keen on conquering part of Portuguese Brazil.
Before the conquest, the Dutch had been able to siphon off perhaps as
much as half of the yearly sugar production. After the Dutch were ex-
pelled, the WIC continued to attack Portuguese shipping, and this policy
made it impossible to resumé their profitable position as interlopers. In the
meantime, the French and the British had created a second Brazil in the
Caribbean and the Dutch should have followed that policy rather than
spending their resources by taking Brazil. As a result, the Company lost its
ability to keep pace with the speed at which the Atlantic economy
developed.

A second deviation from the French and British pattern of expansion
can be situated in the first half of the eighteenth century, when the French
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and British companies trading in the Atlantic with a monopoly had been
replaced by private companies, which increased the pace of economie
growth in the Atlantic dramatically. Why did it take so long for the Dutch
merchant elite to figure out that the WIC had outlived its economie
usefulness?

In many ways, it seems unfair to point to these missing links, because
the author has done his utmost to provide us with a general history of the
WIC in which all the recent research - such as it is - has been incor-
porated. In fact Den Heyer goes beyond this by providing us with some
preliminary conclusions from his own research into the relatively important
WIC trade with West Africa as well as the first careful description of the
relatively efficiënt internal organization of the Company.

In spite of all this new research Den Heyer continues to support the
traditional view which places the WIC in a nimbus of disaster, misfortune,
and unfulfilled expectations. However, it seems doubtful whether a more
successful company could have substantially increased the Dutch share in
trade, colonization, and settlement in the Atlantic. Even a perfectly man-
aged WIC was bound to become a losing operation since it was unable to
construct a special niche of the sort that the VOC had created in Asia. In
the Atlantic even the most competitive large-scale monopoly was unable
to survive.
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'Vrije' slaven: Een sociaal-historische studie over de dualistische
slavenemancipatie op Nederlands Sint Maarten, 1816-1863. A.F. PAULA.
Zutphen, Netherlands: De Walburg Pers, 1993. 191 pp. (Cloth NLG 59.00)

Ik ben eigendom van...: Slavenhandel en plantageleven. BEA BROMMER
(ed.). Wijk en Aalburg, Netherlands: Pictures Publishers, 1993. 144 pp.
(Cloth NLG 49.50)

WlM HOOGBERGEN
Department of Cultural Anthropology
Utrecht University
3508 TC Utrecht, the Netherlands

On April 27, 1848, two months and two days after the proclamation of the
Second Republic, members of the French Interim Government signed a
decree abolishing slavery in the French colonies. By then, tidings of the
coming emancipation had already been spread throughout the Caribbean.
The slaves in Martinique, for example, did not wait for the official news
from France. Serious riots broke out, forcing the governor to abolish slav-
ery. His colleague in Guadeloupe followed suit a few days later. That's
how the slaves on Saint Martin, under the administration of Guadeloupe,
got the juridical freedom for which they had long been hoping.

All the slaves on Saint Martin? No, just those living in the French part of
the island. Since 1648 the island had been divided into Dutch and French
sections, though there were neither poles nor fences to separate them. The
inhabitants of both sides were allowed to fish along the whole coast, and
the salt-ponds were common property.

Not surprisingly, the 1657 slaves who lived on the Dutch side of the
island did not continue to work quietly after the proclamation of abolition
in the French part. They went on strike, and rose up to claim their freedom.
The military power on the island consisted of one warship with a crew of
fourteen people, so intervention would not have made sense. The island's
commander decided to give the Dutch slaves de facto freedom even
though they were not free de jure, according to the law. To achieve legal
freedom, Dutch legislation was needed, and it was not until 1863 that the
abolition of slavery in the Dutch colonies became official.

'Vrije' slaven, the commercial edition of A.F. Paula's 1992 Ph.D.
dissertation ("Van slaaf tot quasi-slaaf') is a beautifully produced book. In
contrast with what the title suggests, the author does not confine his dis-
cussion to the fifteen years (1848-1863) in which slavery did not exist
anymore in at least one Dutch colony. He also treats in depth the period
1816-1848 when slaves in Saint Martin were not yet "free." Salt and
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sugar were the most important staple commodities that this Caribbean
island delivered at that time.

Ik ben eigendom van... focuses on files in the Municipal Archives of
Helmond, the Netherlands, which deal with Carel Frederik Wesselman, a
trader who became so rich that he was able to buy Castle Helmond. From
the correspondence that he left behind, it appears that Wesselman kept
contacts with trading firms in Suriname, and with his brother-in-law
H.W.B. Plencker who lived there. Included in the "Wesselman Archives"
are documents of Carel Frederik's brother, Daniel Cornelis, who had an
interest in the West African slave trade.

Bea Brommer, the volume's editor, was managing director of the Mu-
nicipal Museum in Helmond. She planned an exhibition on the slave trade
and slavery, with the Wesselman files as her point of departure. This pre-
sentation was supposed to open in 1992, five hundred years after Colum-
bus's arrival in the Americas. However, after a conflict with the municipal
administration, Brommer abandoned the project. The exhibition was can-
celled, but the accompanying book was already in such an advanced stage
that it was eventually published as a "Bea Brommer Production."

The nicely produced book contains contributions by Brommer, Pieter
Emmer, and Lidwine Bartels on the large-scale involvement of the Wessel-
man family with the Dutch slave trade. Other historical pieces by Brommer,
René Baesjou, Jan van der Voort, and Gert Oostindie are primarily based
on documents from the Wesselman collection. The article by Alex van
Stipriaan goes deeper into the rather weak abolitionism in the Netherlands
and in Suriname. The book is aimed at a large audience and contains more
illustrations than text. The portrayals are well chosen, and often printed in
color. What I miss is a chapter about Suriname's Bush Negroes, the popu-
lation group that was brought into existence by marronage - the most
successful form of resistance against slavery. The cycle would have been
beautifully complete if this topic had been included. From African to
prisoner, then the Middle Passage to America and the employment as slave
in Suriname, next the escape to the forest, and finally the recognition as a
free negro. Free again. Of course not all the slaves ran away, but not all
Africans were made slaves either, and the book does contain an article
about the consequences of the slave trade for Africa. But since the Wes-
selman family didn't correspond with runaway slaves, nothing could be
found about them in the archives.
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Bosnegers en overheid in Suriname: De ontwikkeling van de politieke
verhouding 1651-1992. BEN SCHOLTENS. Paramaribo: Afdeling Cultuur-
studies/Minov, 1994. 237 pp. (Paper n.p.)

GERT OOSTINDE
KITLV/Royal Institute of Linguistics and Anthropology
2300 RA Leiden, the Netherlands

Arguably, the story of the Suriname Maroons is one of the most momen-
tous chapters in Caribbean and indeed American history. Escaping colo-
nial repression in the coastal plantation zone, runaway slaves managed
against all odds to recreate lives of their own in the tropical rain forests of
the interior. From modest beginnings in the late seventeenth century, the
Suriname Maroon population has increased to an estimated 50,000 today,
divided into six distinct ethnic groups of which the Saramaka and the
Ndjuka are the largest.

From the 1930s study of the Herskovitses to the present, both Dutch
and U.S. scholars have contributed to the erection of a scholarly monu-
ment worthy of the remarkable achievements of these former slaves and
their descendants. We now know much of the historical origins of the
various groups, of their oral traditions, their religions, their wider cultural
expressions, and so on. Much creativity, empathy, and craftsmanship have
been invested in this body of scholarship, and some of the work on the
Suriname Maroons indeed stands at the pinnacle of Caribbean and Afro-
American scholarship.

Remarkably, a thorough survey of colonial and postcolonial policies
regarding the Maroons was still wanting. While many studies focused on
the initial period of brutal warfare and subsequent ambivalent co-existence
of two essentially discrete systems of governance within one colony, far
less was published on the following postslavery and eventually post-
colonial periods. Ben Scholtens's Bosnegers en overheid in Suriname: De
ontwikkeling van de politieke verhouding 1651-1992 therefore potential-
ly fills a gap both in the relevant historiography and in our understanding
of the present situation of the Suriname Maroons. Though the title may
suggest otherwise, the book centers on the question of how colonial and
postcolonial administrations dealt with these stubbom "states within a
state."

In the first two chapters, Scholtens surveys the early history of the
Maroons until the abolition of slavéry in 1863. Based on the justified as-
sumption that this is the period best covered in the extant historiography,
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he dedicates relatively few pages to this formative period, and indeed adds
more nuance than fundamentally new insight here. The next chapter takes
us through the period 1863-1945 when, in spite of a hesitant upgrading of
the administration's interference with bosland affairs and increasing
Maroon participation in the colonial economy (mainly of young adult
males engaged in lucrative business as boatmen on the rivers and in the
explorations of the interiors), Maroon society remained relatively isolated
from coastal society and its new economie, administrative, and ethnic
dilemmas.

The fourth chapter discusses the period 1945-92, in which Suriname
made the transition from a colonial status through one of autonomy and
democracy within the Kingdom of the Netherlands, and finally, in 1975, to
full independence. The latter period witnessed a series of nightmares: eco-
nomie collapse, political impotence and corruption, a military dictatorship,
and a domestic war which affected the Maroon population in dramatic
ways. Indeed, as Scholtens demonstrates, this period witnessed a gradual
breakdown of the Maroon's isolation. Yet the fruits of all this have been
bitter. Chapter 5 provides a closer analysis of post-1945 policies towards
the Maroons, with occasional mention of policies regarding the other
inhabitants of the interior, the Amerindians, as well. Scholtens convinc-
ingly demonstrates how most postcolonial administrators and political
parties shared the same denigrating assumptions as their Dutch forebears,
and how up to now there has been no consistent - much less successful -
policy to improve the situation of the Maroons. One wonders, indeed,
whether the breaking of the previous isolation has not been detrimental to
the Maroons. An English-language summary concludes the book's main
text.

There is much to be learned from this book. Even so, there are some
shortcomings, and not only in editorial matters such as redundancies and
the flawed English of the final summary. Scholtens rightly points to the
dilemma of two discrete systems of governance within one country, yet his
analysis of issues such as land rights stops short of offering clear conclu-
sions. Likewise, though he convincingly demonstrates that "Paramaribo"
did little to stimulate economie development of the Maroons, he leaves us
wondering about what could have been done and, perhaps even more to
the point, what the Maroons really wanted and want themselves. In fact,
based as it is on administrative archives, the book sticks very close to an
analysis of the (post)colonial perspective, largely ignoring the Maroons'
voices. Moreover, Scholtens only skims the surface of the contemporary
predicament of Maroon culture in an era in which half of all Maroons have
migrated (by choice or necessity) to Paramaribo, French Guiana, or the
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Netherlands. In such circumstances, what is the fate of a "traditional"
Maroon culture borne by groups in the interior that are once again quite
isolated, demographically ageing, and unstable if not moribund?

There is tragedy in posing these questions, even if a serious study by a
serious scholar deserves such questioning. Ben Scholtens, a Dutch his-
torian who worked since 1983 in Suriname, was undoubtedly the most
active historian, and indeed the most prolific social scientist working and
living in the country. He would certainly have responded to my queries in
his enthusiastic and well-informed manner, whether in a direct reaction or
in yet another article. Unfortunately, this was not to be. In the fall of 1993,
Ben Scholtens was brutally killed in his house in Paramaribo. The book,
which at the same time would have been his doctoral thesis, therefore had
to be presented posthumously, in 1994, in Nijmegen. Those responsible for
the publication of the present book/dissertation choose not to mention this
grievous story. One thanks and admires them, and particularly his super-
visor and good friend, Joop Vernooy, for seeing his work through to publi-
cation. It now stands, not only as another stone in the scholarly edifice
erected for the Suriname Maroons, but also as a token of memory to Ben
Scholtens.

Suriname: Het steentje in de Nederlandse schoen: Van onafhankelijk-
heid tot raamverdrag. MARTEN SCHALKWIJK. Paramaribo: Firgos Suriname,
1994. 356 pp. (Paper n.p.)

EDWARD M. DEW
Politics Department
Fairfield University
Fairfield CT 06430, U.S.A.

Suriname's ordeals since its 1975 independence seem never-ending.
Marten Schalkwijk, a civil servant-turned-academic, was at the center of
many of them from 1980 to 1993. His memoirs are rich with interesting, if
depressing, stories and insights. One reason for Schalkwijk's special focus
on the Netherlands was his assignment as a principal advisor on Dutch
relations for his government. A graduate of the second class of foreign
service officers, his first assignment was to the (last) meetings of the CONS
(Netherlands-Suriname Commission on Development Cooperation) in 1981
and 1982. The military coup of 1980 had created new energies and excite-
ment, and the CONS was suddenly an arena of some drama.

But then came the killings of December 1982. Schalkwijk's reaction
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was characteristic of many in the bureaucracy at the time. He ducked in
horror but hung onto his job at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Buza).
"The curtain had fallen and the [revolutionary] experiment was definitely
at its end, at least for me" (p. 37).

Disgusted with the continual but arbitrary reorganization of Foreign
Affairs under the military regime, Schalkwijk observes that "reorganization
without centralization" leaves you with no policy (p. 83). Most reorgani-
zations, he found, were simply excuses to dump unwanted personnel.
Buza was stricken by a "parachutist" personnel policy whereby political
friends of those in power, regardless of their knowledge or training, were
given top positions. More importantly, the inability of people to work
together without suspiciousness or loyalty to some outside agency (party,
ideology, ethnicity) paralyzed even the simplest task.

Among the best of the Dutch diplomats, according to Schalkwijk, was
Dirk Jan van Houten, Ambassador in the mid-1980s. Secret talks between
Van Houten and Lt. Etienne Boerenveen designed to lay the groundwork
for restored cooperation collapsed when Boerenveen was arrested on
drug charges in Miami. Shortly thereafter, as the Foreign Ministry was
taken over by anti-Dutch hardliners, Van Houten was declared persona
non grata and forced to leave. After the restoration of democracy in 1987,
Suriname's new government anticipated a full reconciliation with the
Netherlands. But the Dutch, apparently resolved to play the tough uncle,
would not oblige. Schalkwijk argues that the leadership (President Ram-
sewak Shankar, Premier Henck Arron, and Foreign Minister Eddy Sedoc)
was unequipped to meet this challenge. Arron, in particular, is accused of
bearing resentments against the Dutch for not having condemned the
1980 coup that toppled his government (p. 123).

Negotiations with The Hague were repeatedly snarled by the Dutch
introducing ever-changing conditions for development aid and by Suri-
name's inability, for one reason or another, to accept them. These included
an effort to "internationalize" Dutch aid (through multilateral channels),
preparation of a multi-year development plan, elaborate strings of ac-
countability, reduction of the military's power, judicial accounting for the
December murders, an end to a civil uprising by the Maroons (which had
begun in 1986), a crackdown on drug-trafficking, and, most difficult of all,
a structural adjustment program involving currency devaluation, privati-
zation, and a sharp reduction in the government's budget (pp. 199-203).
Schalkwijk points out that these conditions placed Suriname under unac-
ceptable pressures, virtually crippling any developmental prospects. Gov-
ernment acceptance of almost any one of these conditions could prompt
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another coup, such as the one in 1990 which was glibly excused by the
military as facilitating early elections.

Dutch Prime Minister Lubbers's casual Cabinet discussion (in 1991)
regarding reincorporation of Suriname into a new Commonwealth relation-
ship threw Suriname politics off balance when it was made public - just as
voters were preparing for the 1991 elections. Schalkwijk's description of
the Raamverdrag (Draft Treaty) of 1992 suggests a partial acceptance of
these closer ties (p. 228). But despite the areas of agreement, the old sau-
sage-slicing politics resumed and Suriname came away with nothing more
than a few stop-gap aid disbursements.

While Schalkwijk may be frustrated and upset at the Dutch, he is even
more despairing at the byzantine politics of his own society. Even within a
fairly stable consociational (i.e., multiethnic) government, Paramaribo is
torn by distrust and lack of nation-feeling. Decisions, with their differential
impact on ethnic groups, can be held up for long periods. Military blan-
dishments (and threats), together with an abundance of laundered drug
money, can sabotage the civic honor of many in this fragmented society.
Schalkwijk's solution, to increase government decentralization, is interest-
ing but has been betrayed by the current democratie government. In any
case, local and regional government can never become viable until the
country's human and physical resources, including the frozen Dutch aid,
can be restored.
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