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RICHARD PRICE & SALLY PRICE

BOOKSHELF 1997

Once again it is our sad duty to announce the annual Caribbeanist Hall of
Shame. As always, we list those books that, as of press time (January
1998), have not been reviewed because the scholars who agreed to the
task have - despite reminder letters - neither provided a text nor relin-
quished the books so that they could be assigned to someone else. (Con-
tinuing the practice initiated in 1997, we indicate names with both initial
and final letters, in an attempt to forestall false accusations and protect the
reputations of the innocent.) And as in past years, we hope these para-
graphs may serve as a kind of backlist "books received." We are pleased
to report that this year's list is significantly briefer than in the past. And we
join our readers in expressing heartfelt thanks to all those scholars who
did take the time to prepare reviews and share their assessments with us.

Two planned review articles on literary criticism have failed to ma-
terialize. S—n G—i did not submit his reflections on The Fiction ofPaule
Marshall: Reconstructions of History, Culture, and Gender (Knoxville:
University of Tennessee Press, 1995, paper US$ 15.00), by Dorothy Hamer
Denniston, Toward Wholeness in Paule Marshall's Fiction (Charlottes-
ville: University Press of Virginia, 1995, cloth US$ 29.50), by Joyce Pettis,
and Black and Female: Essays on Writings by Black Women in the Dias-
pora (Oslo: Scandinavian University Press, 1994, paper n.p.), by Brita
Lindberg-Seyersted. Nor did S—a L. R—s come through with hers on
Derek Walcott and West Indian Drama: 'Not Only a Playwright But a
Company', The Trinidad Theatre Workshop 1959-1993 (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1995, cloth US$ 39.95), by Bruce King, and The Cam-
bridge Guide to African & Caribbean Theatre (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1994, cloth £54.95), by Martin Banham, Errol Hill &
George Woodyard. And P—p H—d has never submitted his promised
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double review of The Problem of Democracy in Cuba (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1994, cloth US$ 48.00), by Carolee Bengelsdorf, and
Cuba and the Future (Westport CT: Greenwood Press, 1994, cloth US$
55.00), edited by Donald E. Schulz.

A number of individual book reviews, long outstanding, have not been
submitted. (As always, we would be pleased to publish them even if tardi-
ly.) We simply list them here. Wolves from the Sea: Readings in the
Anthropology of the Native Caribbean (Leiden: KITLV Press, 1995, paper
NLG 35.00), edited by Neil L. Whitehead [W—m C. S—t]; Caribbean
Language Issues Old & New: Papers in Honour of Professor Mervyn
Alleyne on the Occasion of His Sixtieth Birthday (Kingston: The Press-
University of the West Indies, 1996, paper J$ 475.00, US$ 12.95), edited
by Pauline Christie [W—r E—s]; A Grammar of Berbice Dutch Creole
(Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter, 1994, cloth DM 318), by Silvia Kouwenberg
[I—n R—n]; Consequences of Structural Adjustment: A Review of the
Jamaican Experience (Kingston: Canoe Press, 1994, paper J$ 300.00, US$
10.50), edited by Elsie Le Franc [D—h G—t-W—m]; The Caribbean
Legion: Patriots, Politicians, Soldiers of Fortune, 1946-1950 (University
Park: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1996, cloth US$ 35.00, paper
US$ 15.95), by Charles D. Ameringer [F—y A. B—e]; The Black Power
Revolution 1970: A Retrospective (Kingston: The Press-University of the
West Indies, 1995, paper J$ 800.00), edited by Selwyn Ryan & Taimoon
Stewart [H—n B—t]; Soviet-Cuban Alliance: 1959-1991 (Coral Gables
FL: North-South Center, University of Miami, 1996, paper US$ 22.95), by
Yuri Pavlov [C—s R—o]; Afro-Cuban Religious Experience: Cultural
Reflections in Narrative (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1996,
cloth US$ 49.95), by Eugenio Matibag [G—e B—n]; Geschiedenis van
Suriname (Utrecht: Spectrum, paper NLG 39:90), by Hans Buddingh' [M.
S—k]; Suriname in het jaar 2000 (Baarn: Bosch & Keuning, 1994, cloth
n.p.), edited by A.J. Brahim, G.A. de Bruijrie, R.A.I, van Frederikslust &
R.A. Schermel [H—s B—a]; Nieuw Amsterdam in Berbice (Guyana): De
planning en bouw van een koloniale stad, 1764-1800 (Hilversum: Ver-
loren, 1994, paper NLG 25.00), by L. Bosman [A—d de B—e]; Socialist
Ensembles: Theater and State in Cuba and Nicaragua (Minneapolis:
University of Minnesota Press, 1994, paper US$ 19.95), by Randy Martin
[A—h D—i]; Blood Relations: Caribbean Immigrants and the Harlem
Community, 1900-1930 (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1996,
cloth US$ 39.95, paper US$ 17.50), by Irma Watkins-Owens [C—n P—r];
and Haiti in the New World Order: The Limits of the Democratic Revolu-
tion (Boulder CO: Westview Press, 1997, paper US$ 17.95), by Alex
Dupuy [M—1-R—h T—t].
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We turn now to publications which, for a variety of other reasons, are
not being given full reviews in the journal. First, literature (including, of
course, only those volumes that have been sent to the journal by their
publishers). The Routledge Reader in Caribbean Literature (London:
Routledge, 1996, paper US$ 22.95), edited by Alison Donnell & Sarah
Lawson Welsh, samples a wide range of Anglophone Caribbean poetry,
fiction, and criticism from 1900 to the present, provides critically self-
conscious introductions to the materials, and, despite its 540 pages, whets
the appetite for more. Heinemann's Caribbean Writers Series has brought
out four new novels. The first two are by veterans of the genre: Zee
Edgell's The Festival of San Joaquin (1997, paper US$ 13.95), a bitter-
sweet first-person narrative of domestic violence and hope among the
mestizos of Belize's Cayo District, and Michael Anthony's In the Heat of
the Day (1996, paper US$ 11.95), an action-packed vernacular tale set in
1903 Port of Spain that builds toward a fiery colonial confrontation. It
Begins with Tears (1997, paper US$ 13.95), by experienced short-story
writer Opal Palmer Adisa, delves deep into Jamaican village life, language,
and lore, and The Autobiography of Paras P. (1996, paper US$ 10.95), by
journalist Kevin Baldeosingh, takes a madcap satirical spin through
modern Trinidad.

In My Brother (New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1997, cloth US$
19.00), Jamaica Kincaid has produced a perfectly controlled, biting but
moving meditation on her brother's death from AIDS in Antigua. Her
earlier The Autobiography of My Mother forms an intermittent backdrop
and there are echoes as well of A Small Place: "We walked up a road, past
a monument to commemorate a slave who had led a revolt. The monument
was surrounded by a steel fence and the gate was locked." We note the
paperback reissue of three works of fiction: Richard and Sally Price's 1995
mystery about art and authenticity in the Guianas, Enigma Variations
(Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press, 1997, US$ 12.95), Phyllis
Shand Allfrey's 1954 tale of Dominica, The Orchid House (New Bruns-
wick NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1996, US$ 16.95), with a historicizing
introduction by Lizabeth Paravisini-Gebert, and Roy Heath's 1982 comic
novel about rural Guyana, Kwaku, or the Man Who Could Not Keep His
Mouth Shut (London: Marion Boyars, 1997, US$ 14.95). Heath's latest,
The Ministry of Hope (London: Marion Boyars, 1997, cloth US$ 24.95),
describes the further misadventures of Kwaku, as he migrates from the
country to get rich selling antique chamberpots to British tourists in
Georgetown.

Drown, by Junot Diaz (New York: Riverhead Books, 1996, paper US$
12.00), is an electrifying first collection of stories that roam from the rural
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D.R. to the faceless Jersey urbs - this man can write! Vinculos: La rueda
mas hermosa: Cronica de dos familias dominicanas en los albores del
siglo veinte (Amsterdam: First Hand Publications, 1997, paper n.p.), by
Ligia Espinal Mota, is a series of tender remembrances of her native coun-
try, snap-shots in images and prose (sometimes with recipes), often through
the words of her great-aunts. Jack Agiieros's Dominoes and Other Stories
from the Puerto Rican (Willimantic CT: Curbstone Press, 1993, cloth US$
14.95) serves up miniatures of daily life in El Barrio.

Conversations with Derek Walcott, edited by William Baer (Jackson:
University Press of Mississippi, 1996, paper US$ 16.95), is an outstanding
collection of previously published interviews, with a wide range of inter-
locutors, between 1966 and 1993. New National and Post-Colonial
Literatures: An Introduction (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1996, cloth US$
72.00), edited by Bruce King, brings together sophisticated writing on
issues of theory but restricts itself to the Anglophone world. Presencia
criolla en el Caribe y America Latina (Frankfurt: Vervuert, 1997, paper
n.p.), edited by Ineke Phaf, includes a face-to-face discussion of the
poetics of creolization - which ends up as something of a dialogue des
sourds — between Kamau Brathwaite and Edouard Glissant and a talk by
Astrid Roemer (both in English), as well as some critical pieces in Spanish
on Caribbean literatures. We note the publication of two first books of
poetry by young St. Martin women: The Rainy Season (St. Martin: House
of Nehesi, 1997, paper n.p.), by Drisana Deborah Jack, and Tales from the
Great Salt Pond (St. Martin: House of Nehesi, 1996, paper US$ 10.00), by
Esther Gumbs. Wings of Truth (Breda: Stichting Artimo, 1996: paper n.p.)
presents a selection of Giolina Molina's poems and paintings, on the
occasion of an exhibition in her native Aruba.

The literary productivity of the Francophone Antilles continues to
astound, and is increasingly finding English-language publishers. We now
have a careful translation by Betsy Wing of one of Edouard Glissant's
foundational texts, Poetics of Relation (Ann Arbor: University of Michi-
gan Press, 1997, paper US$ 15.95). Too much ink has been spilled by the
likes of Walcott and Updike for us to more than acknowledge the trium-
phant American appearance of Patrick Chamoiseau's Texaco (New York:
Pantheon, 1997, cloth US$ 27.00), in the heroic if necessarily flawed trans-
lation by Rose-Myriam Rejouis and Val Vinokurov. School Days (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1997, paper US$ 13.00) is a lively translation
of Chamoiseau's Chemin-d'ecole, financially underwritten by the French
Ministry of Culture. (In her glossary, translator Linda Coverdale claims
that "bekes formed a powerful, endogamous elite, and until very recently
they kept their social distance from nonwhites" - but if bekes have
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suddenly chosen to get down with the hoi polloi, it's news to us.) The
Last of the African Kings (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1997,
cloth US$ 35.00, paper US$ 12.00), by Maryse Conde, winner of the 1977
Prix Carbet du Caraibe, is Richard Philcox's fine translation of Les
derniers roi mages, a haunting evocation of Behanzin's exile, his final
days in Martinique and Algeria, and the interplay of memory and history
in the Antilles and South Carolina. Africans, African Americans, and
Antilleans all pass under Conde's satirical gaze, as she draws on her own
life experience to depict border-crossing and errance with a finesse (and
biting humor) absent from other recent Francophone Antillean work.
Refusal of the Shadow: Surrealism and the Caribbean (London: Verso,
1996, paper US$ 20.00), edited by Michael Richardson, presents in Eng-
lish translation a large number of relevant texts by and about French
Antilleans and Haitians (including contributions by Rene Menil, Aime and
Suzanne Cesaire, Andre Breton, Andre Masson, Michel Leiris, Pierre
Mabille, and others), from the days of Legitime defense and Tropiques to
the 1980s.

After considerable delay, apparently caused by rewriting and recasting,
Patrick Chamoiseau has published Ecrire en pays domine (Paris: Gallimard,
1997, paper 130 FF), which makes us wonder whether "L'Oiseau de
Cham qui chante en Ville" (a Glissant dedication to his main man) ought
now be dubbed "Le Leon de Cham [the cham-eleon] qui chante le Tout-
Monde." It seems that the petit negrillon who, according to Chamoi-
seau's Antan d'enfance and Chemin d'ecole, spent his boyhood ripping
off cockroach wings and torturing rats has miraculously chameleonized
into a child who instead spent his time poring over the works of Neruda,
Faulkner, Carpentier and a slew of others from Glissant's list of favorites.
Just as modernizing Martinique struggles to open up to Europe and the
rest of the Caribbean, Chamoiseau redefines himself here, stepping into the
vanguard, right behind his tout-monde mentor.

We have received two new books by Raphael Confiant: a murder
mystery called Le meurtre du Samedi-Gloria (Paris: Mercure de France,
1997, paper 120 FF) and a miniature satire of Martiniquan modernity with
a eulogistic afterword by Chamoiseau, entitled La baignoire de Josephine
(Paris: Mille et Une Nuits, 1997, paper 10 FF). If you've never read a Con-
fiant novel, the mystery might be a good place to start. But for those who
have already dipped into his oeuvre, it is almost as if the imaginary world
of Confiant were imploding upon itself, with all the themes and car-
nivalesque wordplay of his previous work and all the endangered species
of Martinique (the strong-men, the whores, the dockers, the cockfighters)
packed in once again, making it hard not to read this text as self-parody.
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In French Guiana, a new publisher has appeared on the scene - Ibis
Rouge Editions, located in Kourou. Among its literary publications are
four books of poetry: Pierre-Marie Niaussat's Aufil du vent, au fil du
Temps, aufil desjours (1996, paper 99 FF), Assunta Renau Ferrer's Mon
coeur est une mangrove (1996, paper 89 FF), and two by Elie Stephenson,
Pay sages negro-indiens (1997, paper 49 FF) and La conscience du feu
(1996, paper 99 FF). Ibis Rouge has also brought out two books of drama,
Elie Stephenson's bilingual Creole/French La nouvelle legende de
D'Chimbo suivi de Massak (1996, paper 135 FF) and Georges Mauvois's
Don Jan (1996, paper 89 FF), a Creole adaptation of Moliere's play, as
well as a serious first novel by Lyne-Marie Stanley, La saison des abattis
(1996, paper 135 FF) and a light memoir, Mission policiere en Guyane
(1997, paper 145 FF), by a retired French police inspector.

Astrid H. Roemer's latest novel, Lijken op liefde (Amsterdam: De Arbei-
derspers, 1997, paper NLG 29.90), a meditation on guilt and death, unfolds
against the backdrop of a fin-de-siecle trial-of-the-century in which Suri-
name's military finally answers for the decembermoorden. The Belgian
journal Kruispunt: Literair Kwartaalschrift has produced an unusually
rich (if quirky) Netherlands Antilles-Suriname issue (no. 161, 1995), based
on a 1993 multidisciplinary conference in northern France.

We list a number of miscellaneous social science publications, several
of which were returned to us by reviewers who apparently had second
thoughts. "Ay BoBo": Afro-karibische Religionen/African-Caribbean
Religions (Vienna: WUV Universitatsverlag, 1996, 3 vols., paper DM 43,
DM 40, DM 46), edited by Manfred Kremser, presents the proceedings of
a 1990 conference, grouping thirty uneven papers in volumes labeled
"Kulte/Cults," "Voodoo," and "Rastafari." Between Melting Pot and
Mosaic: African Americans and Puerto Ricans in the New York Political
Economy (Philadelphia PA: Temple University Press, 1995, paper US$
19.95), by Andres Torres, explores the interconnected dynamics of race
and class viewed through the New York City labor market. Caricom Inte-
gration: Progress and Hurdles - A European View (Kingston: Kingston
Publishers, 1996, paper US$ 22.95) is the revised dissertation of Christoph
Miillerleile, former Regional Observer of the International Institute of
the Konrad Adenauer Foundation. Globalization, Communications, and
Caribbean Identity (Kingston: Ian Randle Publishers, 1995, cloth US$
49.95), edited by Hopeton S. Dunn, includes varied papers on, among
other topics, the impact of U.S. and other externally-produced TV pro-
grams on Caribbean peoples. Guyana: Democracy Betrayed (Kingston:
Kingston Publishers, 1996, paper US$ 19.95) by Jai Narine Singh, chron-
icles Guyana's struggle for independence and its postcolonial malaise, as

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:14:53PM
via free access



REVIEW ARTICLES 117

viewed by a politician who was in the front lines. Africans on African-
Americans: The Creation and Uses of an African-American Myth (Lon-
don: Macmillan, 1997, cloth £42.50), by Yekutiel Gershoni, an Israeli
historian, investigates the "myths" he believes Africans in various parts
of the continent hold about African Americans in the United States.
Regionalism and the Global Economy: The Case of Latin America and
the Caribbean, edited by Jan Joost Teunissen (The Hague: Fondad, 1995,
paper NLG 37.75) publishes the proceedings of a 1995 conference deal-
ing largely with financial issues. Voluntad de nacion: Ensayos sobre el
nacionalismo en Puerto Rico (San Juan: Ediciones Nueva Aurora, 1996,
paper n.p.), by Juan Manuel Carrion, gathers together some of the author's
previously-published essays. Urbanizacion y municipio en Santo Domin-
go (Santo Domingo: Instituto Tecnologico de Santo Domingo, 1996, paper
n.p.), by Cesar Perez, is a sociohistorical analysis of the role of munici-
palities in Dominican urbanization. De symbiose-economie van Curacao:
Analyse van een eilandelijke mini-economie (Berlicum: Stichting ABC
Advies, 1996, paper n.p.), by P.A.M. Smits, former director of the De-
partment of Trade, Industry, and Employment, offers a brief overview of
Curacao's economy. Community Power and Grassroots Democracy: The
Transformation of Social Life (London: Zed Books, 1997, cloth US$
55.00, paper US$ 19.95), edited by Michael Kaufman & Haroldo Dilla
Alfonso, is a serious collection that includes chapters on Cuba, the Do-
minican Republic, and Haiti. The oversized, attractive National Symbols of
St. Martin, A Primer (St. Martin: House of Nehesi, 1996, US$ 30.00),
edited by Lasana M. Sekou, replete with flag, motto, national dishes, birds,
and trees, carries forward the nationalist - down with "Dutch" and
"French" halves! - agenda begun in The Independence Papers: Read-
ings on a New Political Status for St. Maarten / St. Martin, Volume 1 (St.
Maarten: House of Nehesi, 1990, paper n.p.), edited by Lasana M. Sekou,
Oswald Francis & Napolina Gumbs.

Francophonie: Mythes, masques et realites. Enjeux politiques et cul-
turels (Paris: Publisud, 1996, paper 228 FF), edited by B. Jones, A. Miguet
& P. Corcoran, is the most important, historicizing statement we have read
about that increasingly influential, enormously self-contradictory (if
seemingly transparent) concept that Derek Walcott has dubbed "Franco-
phony." In 1946-1996: Cinquante ans de departementalisation outre-
mer (Paris: L'Harmattan, 1997, paper n.p.), Fred Constant and Justin Daniel
have produced an important volume that gathers together a number of
insightful, if uneven, studies, contrasting with so much that is produced in
the French Antilles by their constructively critical (as opposed to blindly
celebratory) gaze. In contrast, Les departements d'outre-mer: L'Autre
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colonisation (Paris: Decouvertes Gallimard, 1996, paper n.p.), by Robert
Deville & Nicolas Georges, presents, from a relentlessly French perspective,
an upbeat guide to empire and its aftermath. L'identite guyanaise en
question: Les dynamiques interculturelles en Guyane frangaise (Kourou:
Ibis Rouge Editions, 1997, paper 145 FF), edited by Serge Mam-Lam-Fouk,
publishes the proceedings of yet another dreary colloquium on the ques-
tion of Guyanese identity, this one from 1995. In Histoire generate de la
Guyane frangaise des debuts de la colonisation a I'aube de Van 2000
(Kourou: Ibis Rouge Editions, 1996, paper 165 FF), Serge Mam-Lam-Fouk
offers a synthetic, largely uncritical history of Guyane, yet perhaps the
best we have to date. Armand Nicolas's Histoire de la Martinique (Paris:
L'Harmattan, 1996, 2 vols., paper 190 FF, 140 FF), winner of the 1997 Prix
Frantz Fanon, provides a Marxist account aimed at the general reader; the
author led the two-decade-long successful battle to have May 22 declared
a national holiday on the island, commemorating the day in 1848 when
Martinique's slaves rose up for freedom. Cahier de marronnage du Moule
(1845-1848) (Basse-Terre: Societe d'Histoire de la Guadeloupe, 1996,
paper 120 FF), with a useful introduction by Jacques Adelaide-Merlande,
publishes a unique archival document that includes 119 separate attesta-
tions of slaves (or groups of slaves) who marooned, in the single commune
of Moule, during the three final years of Guadeloupean slavery. L'arche-
ologie a la Martinique: 60 annees de passion et de recherche (Fort-de-
France: Musee Departementale d'Archeologie, 1997, paper n.p.), edited by
Cecile Celma, is an exhibition catalogue that nicely reviews the pre-
Columbian and historical archaeology on the island, but inexplicably
neglects reference to the important work of Suzannah England. Musiques
et danses Creoles au tambour de la Guyane frangaise (Kourou: Ibis
Rouge Editions, 1996, paper 195 FF), by Monique Blerald-Ndagano, rec-
ords - in words, musical transcription, and color photos - the repertoire of
one of Guyane's "traditional" Creole music groups. In Les Hmong de
Guyane et "leurs" nouvel an (Kourou: Ibis Rouge Editions, 1996, cloth
198 FF), Michel Marceaux offers a lightweight folkloric introduction.
Sa moun ka di: Expressions et proverbes Creoles (Kourou: Ibis Rouge
Editions, 1997, paper 89 FF), by Sonia Catalan, presents a number of
Guadeloupean proverbs, with French translations. Finally, we note the
appearance of a new journal, Pagara: Revue de sciences humaines du
plateau des Guyanes, whose first issue, published in Cayenne in 1996,
includes several articles on Guyanais archaeology and history, a book
review, and two obituaries.

On the cultural studies front, Black British Cultural Studies: A Reader
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1996, cloth US$ 48.00, paper US$
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16.95), edited by Houston A. Baker, Jr., Manthia Diawara & Ruth H.
Lindeborg, is a very useful collection of influential articles. Praten in het
donker: Multiculturalisme en anti-racisme in feministisch perspectief
(Kampen: Kok Agora, 1996, paper NLG 35.00), edited by Gloria Wekker
& Rosi Braidotti, includes translations of pieces by bell hooks and Stuart
Hall plus original chapters on the political implications of "feminist, post-
modern, and postcolonial deconstructions of subjectivity and identity."
In a somewhat different register, Jurgen Osterhammel's Colonialism: A
Theoretical Overview (Princeton NJ: Markus Wiener, 1997, cloth US$
34.95, paper US$ 16.95), translated from the 1995 German original, pro-
vides a brief overview and attempts to theorize the problem.

Some miscellaneous historical works. Inside Slavery: Process and Leg-
acy in the Caribbean Experience (Kingston: Canoe Press, 1996, paper
US$ 9.00), edited by Hilary McD. Beckles, publishes six of the seven Elsa
Goveia Memorial Lectures presented between 1985 and 1991 - an im-
portant compilation. The QC and the Middleman (Edinburgh: Pentland
Press, 1997, paper £12.00), by K.E. Ingram, retired University Librarian
at UWI and a descendant of the story's protagonist, sheds light on legal
and social issues in post-Morant Bay Jamaica. Essays in French Colonial
History: Proceedings of the 21st Annual Meeting of the French Colonial
History Society (East Lansing: Michigan State University Press, 1997,
cloth US$ 35.95), edited by A.J.B. Johnston, includes several short papers
relating to the French Caribbean. Geschiedenis van de Antillen: Aruba,
Bonaire, Curacao, Saba, Sint Eustatius, Sint Maarten (Zutphen: Wal-
burg Pers, 1997, paper NLG 39.50), edited by Leo Dalhuisen, Ronald
Donk, Rosemarijn Hoefte & Frans Steegh, is an excellent and accessible
introduction - for people in both the Netherlands and the Netherlands
Antilles. Reconstructing the Black Past: Blacks in Britain, 1780-1830
(London: Frank Cass, 1996, cloth US$ 37.00), by Norma Myers, is a seri-
ous attempt to profile that population, which numbered something like
10,000 (perhaps half in London) at any point during the period. Ignatius
Sancho: An African Man of Letters (London: National Portrait Gallery,
1997, paper US$ 19.95), by Reyahn King, Sukdev Sandhu, James Walvin
& Jane Girdham, published in connection with a 1997 exhibit, is a fine little
contribution to our understanding of the role of black elites in eighteenth-
century London. In an unsurprising work called Historical Dictionary
of the Spanish American War (Westport CT: Greenwood, 1996, cloth
US$ 89.50), Donald H. Dyal takes the reader from Henry Adams to the
Mosquito Squadron and on to the Winslow. Vestingbouw overzee: Mili-
taire architectuur van Manhattan tot Korea (Zutphen: Walburg Pers,
1996, paper NLG 29.50), edited by P.J.J. van Dijk, C.G.F. Ampt, R.G.A.
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Bos, C. Tempel-van den Bout & D. Winkelman, is a contribution to Dutch
overseas history, including brief chapters on forts and suchlike in Saba,
Tobago, and Berbice.

Turning to the realm of creolistics: Cefas van Rossem and Hein van der
Voort have edited Die Creol Taal: 250 years of Negerhollands texts (Am-
sterdam: Amsterdam University Press, 1996, cloth US$ 42.50, paper US$
19.95), a fine anthology of varied texts in Negerhollands, the recently
extinct Creole of St. John, St. Thomas, and (to a lesser extent) St. Croix,
accompanied by an extensive English-language introduction and com-
plete bibliography of works on the language. Contact Languages: A
Wider Perspective (Amsterdam: John Benjamins, 1997, cloth US$ 165.00),
edited by Sarah Thomason, contains but one Caribbeanist chapter, an
important contribution by George Huttar and Frank Velantie that pulls
together what is known about Ndjuka-Trio pidgin. The Structure and
Status of Pidgins and Creoles, Including Selected Papers from the Meet-
ings of the Society for Pidgin and Creole Linguistics (Amsterdam: John
Benjamins, 1997, cloth US$ 99.00), edited by Arthur K. Spears & Donald
Winford, is an excellent collection, reassessing central methodological and
substantive issues, and including individual chapters on Saramaccan and
Ndjuka. Diksyoner pratik kreol gwiyane-franse, ke eleman gramatikal /
Dictionnaire pratique Creole guyanais-francais, precede d'elements
grammaticaux (Kourou: Ibis Rouge Editions, 1995, cloth 198 FF), by
Georges Barthelemi, is an amateur dictionary containing some 4600 words
in French Guiana Creole.

Woordenlijst Surinaams-Nederlands: Vijftien jaar administratietaal
van de Republiek Suriname (Paramaribo: Universiteit van Suriname, 1996,
paper n.p.), the third section of Renata de Bies's doctoral thesis at the
University of Antwerp, presents a brief dictionary of Suriname Dutch as
used in government publications since independence in 1975. Her De
economische crisis en de woordenschat: Een verkenning van het taalge-
bruik in Suriname tengevolge van de crisis (Paramaribo: Universiteit van
Suriname, 1996, paper n.p.) is a brief study of the effect of Suriname's
continuing economic crisis on the lexicon of Suriname Dutch.

We've received several photo books. Tria Giovan's intelligently con-
ceived color images, combined with poetry and prose by Cubans at home
and in exile, lend Cuba: La isla ilusiva / The Elusive Island (New York:
Harry N. Abrams, 1996, cloth US$ 24.95) a lingering, haunting quality.
Frank Staub's Children of Cuba (Minneapolis: Carolrhoda Books, 1996,
cloth US$ 21.27), part of a juvenile series (Children of China, etc.) offers a
routinely upbeat package, in words and photos. Haiti (Lakewood NJ:
Distributed Art Publishers, 1996, cloth US$ 45.00) presents in oversized
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format Bruce Gilden's prize-winning black-and-white, in-your-face photo-
graphs of poverty, spirit possession, violence, and death. In dit licht
(Leersum: ICS-Nederland, 1995, cloth NLG 119.00), edited by Gerrit Hei-
nen, celebrates the collaboration between writer Boeli van Leeuwen and
photographer Carlos Tramm, with aestheticized images in words and pic-
tures that literally mirror one another. Carlos Tramm's photos in Curagao
([Willemstad]: Foto Studio Tramm, n.d., cloth NLG 88.00) seem artistically
uninspired, not out of place for a coffee-table book. There are two truly
lavish photo books from Martinique. Maisons des ties: Martinique (Le
Francois: Fondation Clement, 1996, cloth n.p.), with photos by Jean-Luc
de Laguarigue and texts by Brigitte Marry & Roland Suvelor and with a
gaze reminiscent of Caribbean Style, offers page after page of the mag-
nificent homes of the island's elite, and Images du rhum: L'histoire du
rhum racontee a travers un siecle d'illustrations (Le Francois: Fondation
Clement and Gondwana Editions, 1996, cloth n.p.), by Eric Leroy, docu-
ments the history of the sweet liquid that permitted their construction and
maintenance, with hundreds of reproductions of local rum labels from the
mid-nineteenth century to the present.

Varied Surinamistiek. Naomi Glock has overseen the publication of a
remarkable document, Laurens Aboikoni's detailed oral account of Gaama
Aboikoni's funeral - Di duumi u Gaama Aboikoni / The Funeral of Gran-
man Aboikoni (Paramaribo: Summer Institute of Linguistics, 1997, paper
n.p.) - presented in Saramaccan, with full English and Dutch translations,
and supplemented by photographs. Protocol for Visiting the Bushne-
groes of Suriname's Rain Forest (Paramaribo: Vaco, 1996, paper n.p.), by
Cheryl E. Saunders-Williams, is an embarrassingly confused and earnest
booklet barely on the level of a poor undergraduate term paper. Suriname:
Catalogus en lezingen bij de tentoonstellingen over Suriname in de
Stedelijke Openbare Bibliotheek "De Biekorf" (Brugge: Kruispunt, 1995,
paper n.p.), a Belgian exhibition catalog, features engravings, excerpts
from printed books, and several chapters by scholars. Bosnegers en
katholieke kerk: Van confrontatie naar dialoog (Paramaribo: Stichting
Wetenschappelijke Informatie, 1996, paper n.p.), by Joop Vernooij, is a
scatter-shot history of relations between the Roman Catholic Church and
Suriname Maroons. Geldeconomie en productie voor eigen consumptie
(Paramaribo: Stuseco, 1996, paper NLG 37.10) is Merina M. Eduards's
scriptie, a brief mix of economics gobbledygook and a household survey
of two Saramaka villages, one of which (Piki Seei) she credits with having
6000 residents! And BOS NiEuWSLETTER, which continues to pull
together articles and news relating to tropical forests, has published an
issue on the Guyana Shield (vol. 15, no. 2, Sept. 1996) with a number of
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politically progressive interventions about the increasingly dire situation in
Suriname. More anodyne but still relevant publications are Ecology and
Logging in a Tropical Rain Forest in Guyana (Wageningen, The Nether-
lands: Tropenbos Foundation, 1996, paper n.p.), by Hans ter Steege et al.,
an analysis of forest and logging policy in Guyana with policy recom-
mendations for the future, and Major Timber Trees of Guyana: Timber
Characteristics and Utilization (Wageningen, The Netherlands: Tropen-
bos Foundation, 1996, paper NLG 63.60), by J. Gerard, R.B. Miller &
B.J.H. ter Welle, a useful guide, with obvious relevance for Suriname and
Guyane.

Latin American Art in the Twentieth Century (London: Phaidon Press,
1996, cloth US$ 69.96), a massive volume edited by Edward J. Sullivan,
includes brief chapters on Cuba, the Dominican Republic, and Puerto Rico.
That's Life: Cartoons by "Joaquin" / Asi es la vida: caricaturas de
"Joaquin" (San Juan: Editorial de la Universidad de Puerto Rico, 1995,
paper US$ 11.95), by photographer, composer, filmmaker, and polymath
Jack Delano, offers up cartoons he drew for The Island Times between
1955 and 1963, with an excellent contextualizing essay by Angel G.
Quintero Rivera. Jennifer Smit's carefully documented Monumenten en
standbeelden van de Nederlandse Antillen (Curacao: JS, 1996, paper
NLG 49.50) presents black-and-white photos of sixty-two public
monuments and sculptures.

Several new guidebooks have come to our attention. Of special interest
is James Ferguson's Traveller's Literary Companion to the Caribbean
(London: In Print Publishing, 1997, paper £13.95), which offers an on-the-
whole-excellent sampling of literature from the entire region, with island-
by-island introductions and book lists. Caribische eilanden: Mensen, po-
litiek, economie, cultuur (Amsterdam: Koninklijk Instituut voor de Tropen,
1996, paper NLG 17.50) is this same author's bird's-eye overview of the
Lesser Antilles, the briefest of introductions for the uninitiated. Jamaica: A
Lonely Planet Travel Survival Kit (Hawthorn, Australia: Lonely Planet
Publications, 1996, paper US$ 17.95), by Christopher Baker, and Jamaica
Handbook (Chico CA: Moon Publications, third edition 1996, paper US$
15.95), by Karl Luntta, seem like peas in a pod - well-meaning guides for
"the independent traveler." Alex Bradbury's Guide to Belize (Old Say-
brook CT: The Globe Pequot Press, 1996, paper US$ 15.95) is a new edi-
tion of a book we liked last time around (NWIG 71:96-97). Kay Showker's
Caribbean Ports of Call: Western Region (Old Saybrook CT: The Globe
Pequot Press, 1997, paper US$ 17.95), now in its fourth edition, is strictly
for cruise ship passengers. Guadeloupe (Paris: Guides Gallimard, 1996,
paper 175 FF) is a lavish guide, written with the help of local university
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scholars, that suffers from the same combination of chauvinism and in-
souciance that we noted in the very similar Guide Gallimard Martinique
(see NWIG 69:139-40); once again, for example, graphic images from Suri-
name (taken without acknowledgment from Benoit, Stedman, and Bona-
parte) are purveyed as representing the specificities of the Antillean (this
time Guadeloupean) past.

Finally, for any Caribbeanist who might nurture a taste for the new
anthropology of emotions, Ruth Behar's birthplace, Cuba, is never far from
the heart of her meditations in The Vulnerable Observer: Anthropology
that Breaks Your Heart (Boston: Beacon Press, 1996, cloth US$ 22.00).

RICHARD & SALLY PRICE
Anse Chaudiere
97217 Anses d'Arlet
Martinique
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