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Disparate Diasporas: Identity and Politics in an African-Nicaraguan
Community. EDMUND T. GORDON. Austin: University of Texas Press, 1998.
xiv + 330 pp. (Cloth US$ 35.00, Paper US$ 15.95)

MICHAEL D. OLIEN
Department of Anthropology
University of Georgia
Athens GA 30602, U.S.A.
<molien@urches.uga.edu>

This is an important book - for ethnohistorians, for researchers interested
in Nicaragua and the Atlantic coast, and for scholars of the African diaspo-
ra. While a substantial amount of the social science literature pertaining to
the Atlantic coast following the Sandinista Revolution was expressed in
Marxist ideology, this work provides a moderate postmodern understanding
of one of the Mosquito Coast's peoples, the Creoles.

Gordon's book presents the most detailed history of the Creoles cur-
rently available. The Creoles represent a black population, derived from
African slaves and later West Indian migrants, which has received far less
attention from Mosquito Coast researchers than have the indigenous peo-
ples. Gordon also attempts to provide an interpretation of the actions of
Creoles shortly before, during, and after the Sandinista Revolution. At the
same time, he addresses the more general question of the validity of the
African diaspora construct.

As a postmodern writer, Gordon carefully tries to define his own role in
the study. The first chapter is especially interesting in terms of his precon-
ceived notions about both the Sandinistas and the Creoles. As a young black
man, Gordon had been caught up in the radical times of the 1970s. At
Berkeley he joined the African Peoples Socialist Party, a group devoted to
leading the oppressed in waging antiracist and socialist revolution. It also
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turned out that the APSP was a group that had supported the FSLN
(Sandinista National Liberation Front).

Gordon was eventually offered a job by the Nicaraguan Fishing
Institute. He arrived in Nicaragua ready to carry on the work of the
Sandinistas. On his arrival, he found the Sandinistas were suspicious of him
because they thought he might be an American spy and because he was
black. Eventually he made his way to the Atlantic coast, expecting accept-
ance because of the shared African heritage and unity between the Creoles
and himself. Instead, he wasn't even thought of as black. To the Creoles he
was a white gringo. Although he spent much of his adult life trying to dis-
associate himself from U.S. politics, he eventually learned that being a
gringo was a positive classification on the Atlantic coast, whereas it had
been a detriment in Managua. Yet for a long time, he was also suspect to the
Creoles because he worked for the Sandinistas. Creole suspicions seem to
have been overcome when he married a Creole woman. The rest of
Gordon's book is an attempt to try to understand the Creole perspective.

The second chapter deals with the early history of Creole society on the
Atlantic coast; its methodology is a traditional ethnohistorical approach.
Because information on the early African slave population on the coast is
sparse, Gordon's use of the documentary data is especially interesting. He
provides a number of new insights with reinterpretations of the data based
on a more positive view of the African slaves' contributions to Mosquito
Coast history than those held by previous researchers.

The remaining chapters concern recent Creole history and are based on
a postmodern perspective. Gordon explains why many Creoles believe that
their true heritage is British, rather than African. He refers to this view as a
diasporic Anglo identity. At times this identity has been used so that Creoles
could cast themselves as modern and civilized compared to the other pop-
ulations inhabiting the Atlantic coast. In collecting oral histories, he found
that family genealogies emphasize the European origins of the Creole
group, especially the English as their ancestral population. However, in
other contexts discussed later in his research, Gordon found that Creoles
also stressed genealogical ties with native coastal peoples in order to
emphasize an indigenous diasporic identity. His analysis challenges
Afrocentric notions that black people all over the world share a common
identity by virtue of an African heritage.

Roughly the last half of the book deals with the era of the Somozas and
Sandinista rule in Nicaragua. In these chapters, Gordon utilizes Antonio
Gramsci's concept of "political common sense." In a richly detailed
account, based on a decade of ethnographic fieldwork, he describes how
Creole political common sense is ambiguous, contradictory, and multiform.
He then uses this political common sense concept to explain how Creole
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views about the Sandinistas changed, often over very short time periods.
One new identity that emerged during the Creole interaction with the
Sandinistas was one which emphasized an African diasporic connection.
While this identity was popular with some young Creoles, it neither became
a predominant Creole identity nor did it replace other diasporic identities.

Gordon's book successfully distinguishes a myriad of identity themes
and multiple contexts in which particular themes are emphasized and oth-
ers de-emphasized. Each theme is supported by the texts of Creole inter-
views. Gordon undertook an extremely difficult task and provides us with
a wealth of interpretation unequaled in Mosquito Coast ethnohistory or
ethnography.

Sacred Possessions: Vodou, Santen'a, Obeah, and the Caribbean.
MARGARITE FERNANDEZ OLMOS & LIZABETH PARAVISINI-GEBERT. New

Brunswick NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1997. viii + 312 pp. (Paper US$
17.95)

DONALD COSENTINO
World Arts and Cultures Department
University of California
Los Angeles CA 90095, U.S.A.
<cosentin@humnet.ucla.edu>

Sacred Possessions is an anthology of scholarly essays analyzing aspects of
Afro-Caribbean religion as reflected in art and culture, especially novels by
and about women. Like a gumbo, the ingredients of this collection are pre-
dictably diverse: a basic stew of porno lit-crit seasoned by a soupcon of
ethnography, some spicy cultural studies, and a dose of indigestible
Derrida.

Although such eclecticism is now passed off as postmodern, the editors
justify their range by invoking the culture of the Caribbean itself, "the locus
of diversity, the cradle of ethnic and cultural syncretism ... the world's first
multicultural experiment" (p. 1). While few would argue with the
Caribbean's creolized diversity, I imagine that Alexandrines, Istanbulis,
BaKongo or Acapulcanos might be surprised at such claims to Caribbean
singularity or primacy.

Theories on Afro-Caribbean creolization usually resolve themselves
into glosses on "syncretism," as they do in the editors' Introduction. To dis-
cuss that term, they invoke the familiar litany of canonical scholarship
(Bastide et ah), but do not reference the seminal work on syncretism pub-
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lished over the last score of years by Sidney Mintz, Richard and Sally Price,
Robert Farris Thompson, or (especially) John Thornton. Yet it is the
research of these contemporary scholars which has demonstrated that the
Caribbean's "unique dynamism" - its penchant for cultural innovation -
comes straight from Africa. Fon and Kongo religion were busy assimilating
Jesus and St. Jacques long before such syncretisms began in the Caribbean.
"Unique dynamism" was (and is) a hallmark of African cultures, which
assimilate saints (and movie stars) to their pantheons with the insouciance
of Coltrane and Miles assimilating tin pan alley tunes to their repertoires.

Without appreciating the complicated historical antecedents to
Caribbean syncretism, the editors swallow the old chestnut that Catholic
imagery hides the "real" content of African-based religions. Religion may
indeed be the common denominator of Caribbean cultures, as the editors
argue, but those religions are epiphenomena of African syncretic traditions
which are themselves ancient, pervasive, and absent from these essays.
Some editorial expertise on Africa might also have excised such misnomers
as "tribe" and "ethnic art," or corrected the spelling of "Dahomedan" and
"Yoruban."

The first three essays settle on Vodou as inspiration (and nightmare) for
Haitian and world artists alike. Joan Dayan sets us off in an appropriate direc-
tion by locating the Vodou "gods" (a term Vodouists usually reserve for the
Christian supreme being) in the existential vortex of contemporary Haiti,
where she keenly observes their persistence and change. Lizabeth Paravasini-
Gebert follows with a cultural analysis of Hollywood's celluloid zombie fan-
tasies - that Vodou trope that won't say die. Anna Wexler concludes this sec-
tion with a celebration of Clotaire Basile, oungan (priest) and commercially
successful flag maker. Alone among these writers, she gives a voice to her
informant. Through their dialogue, Wexler argues for Basile's common spir-
ituality as artist and priest, and her own mission to defend the reputation of
the much maligned oungans.

The second set of essays is devoted to Cuban Santerfa. Unlike Vodou in
Haiti, Santeria is only one part of a much larger mosaic of African religions
in Cuba, a fact you wouldn't know from these essays, which make no men-
tion of Palo Mayombe, Abakua, or indeed, of the transplanted Vodou which
flourishes in Oriente province. Miguel Barnet leads off with "La Regla de
Ocha," an overview of the religion which is marred by some serious factu-
al errors. Inter alia, Barnet asserts that the babalao is equivalent to the san-
terola (they are in fact fiercely competitive offices) and that Olofi, the
Yoruba high god, is the name of "a primary Mexican deity" (a claim that
might make even Van Sertima wince). More serious than these factual
errors is the use of ethnocentric language. It is difficult to know whether
one should fault the author or his translator for sentences such as "Their
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lives ... revolve around their idolatrous [sic] worship" or "Fanaticism [sic]
is illustrated by the phenomenon of possession, common to all Afro-Cuban
cults" (pp. 84, 86). The choice of words like "idolatry" or "fanaticism" mat-
ters a great deal in the discussion of religions that have so often been
demeaned by just such terminology. Perhaps the voice of a practitioner
might have proved more adequate to an overview of Afro-Cuban religion or
to its translation into English.

Following Barnet are black-and-white photos of religious scenes in
Havana by Hector Delgado and an essay by Jose Piedra, "From Monkey
Tales to Cuban Songs: On Signification" - an exegisis of Cuban poetry
which ought to make Skip Gates sorry he brought up the whole subject of
signifying monkeys. Piedra conjures Egyptian, Kongo, Yoruba, Efik and
Ejagham analogues in his search for a "Key to Cuban Mythology," much
like old Causabon searches for the "Key to All Mythologies" in George
Eliot's Middlemarch. Ironically, this sort of Victorian quest for mythic uni-
versals is common at both popular and scholarly levels in the Caribbean
(see Milo Rigaud or Francois Duvalier in Haiti, or any Garveyite/Rasta text
from Jamaica). The Santeria section ends with an essay on Ifa by Eugenio
Matibag, who summarizes the grab-bag of scholarship on this Afro-Cuban
divination system from the austere ethnographies of William Bascom to the
baroque fanzines of Migene Gonzalez-Wippler.

The final section of the anthology focuses on Obeah, the odd man out in
Caribbean scholarship. In his excellent essay, "Romantic Voodoo: Obeah
and British Culture, 1797-1807," Alan Richardson describes a British
dialectic of mockery and terror toward the religion that shadows the histor-
ical reception of Vodou and Santeria in these United States. His article is
followed by a series of lit-crit essays on various women authors (Elizabeth
Nunez-Harrell, Jean Rhys, Simone Schwarz-Bart, and Mayra Montero) by
various feminist critics (Karla Frye, Elaine Savory, Ivette Romero-Cesareo,
Margarite Fernandez Olmos, and Brinda Mehta) who use Obeah, or a more
generalized Caribbean religiosity, to explicate their works.

Particularly interesting among these is the essay by Mehta on the char-
acter of Ma Cia in Schwarz-Bart's The Bridge of Beyond. She locates her
protagonist in the same kind of spiritually feminized society whose ur-
boundaries were first described by J.J. Bachofen a century ago: "spirituali-
ty in Antillean society is based on a holistic culture in which all forces of
nature ... constitute a harmonious ensemble gravitating toward a centrifugal
feminine force." Within this matriarchal force field Ma Cia is described as
a "shaman woman." The terminology is curious since shamanism is not a
feature of most Afro-Caribbean religions, whose pantheons are compul-
sively geocentric and dramatically immanent. On the other hand, Native
American religions are shamanistic. That's where the question of shaman-
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ism in Caribbean cultures might get interesting (see suggestive hints chez
Maya Deren or Rachel Beauvoir-Dominique). But few scholars (and none
in this book) dare venture toward that undocumented borderland between
African and Indian cultures.

The final essay, by Fernandez Olmos, explores the fiction of Cuban
writer Mayra Montero, who asserts a trans-Caribbean identity as her source
of culture and art. Thus in Del rojo de sit sombra Montero writes about
Gaga, Dominican "Vodou," as an example of a non-traditional Caribbean
syncretism between ex-colonized people. Such an exposition of hetero-
geneity raises a question on the nature of this anthology itself. Is this criti-
cal gumbo concocted from a native recipe, or from the tropical fantasies of
academia? Perhaps the answer lies in the title. To what does "Sacred
Possessions" refer? Whatever that profound transformation really portends
in Afro-Caribbean religions, the nature of spirit possession is never
addressed by any of these writers. Might it perhaps be they who are pos-
sessed - like the Hollywood writers and New Orleans merchants they revile
- by a sexy and enduring trope?
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The Big Drum Ritual of Carriacou: Praisesongs in Rememory of Flight.
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Traditions like Vodun in Haiti, Kumina in Jamaica, Shango in Trinidad are,
among other things, ritual soundscapes within which practitioners have
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forged a sense of shared identity and collective memory. The rhythms and
songs of these sites echo the pain of slavery, resound with invocations to
African ancestors, and celebrate the resilience of Caribbean peoples. All of
these signifiers appear in the praisesongs of Big Drum, one of the most
thoroughly documented of all the region's African-derived musical tradi-
tions. Like Vodun, Kumina, and Shango, Big Drum or Nation Dance ritual
encompasses a large repertoire of songs, drumming, and dance styles. In
this volume, Lorna McDaniel draws upon the full range of these elements
in an effort to show how the past of the Carriacou people has been imprint-
ed in, and kept alive through, the celebration of Big Drum rituals.

The book is by no means, however, a straightforward historical account
of Big Drum. It is an ambitious and innovative attempt to fuse different lev-
els of analysis, interpretation, and representation around the African-
Caribbean metaphor of "flight" (i.e. variously the magical flight of return
to the ancestral homelands, physical flight from enslavement, ritual flight
in song, dance, and religious ecstacy, and the compositional "flight"
required to sustain an historical musical legacy). Under the cover of this
polysemic metaphor, McDaniel pursues an analysis that is grounded vari-
ously in the longstanding anthropological interest in African cultural conti-
nuities and in more recent literary theory approaches to the subject matter
of Afro-Americana. In the latter regard, the song, ritual, and dance
metaphors of Big Drum, derived as they are from the context of a slave
society, are treated as signifying "languages" that "store deeply controlled
desires and covert interactions." From this vantage point, she embarks on a
project of speculative reconstruction in an effort to move beyond continu-
ities of mere cultural form to "read historical attitudes and beliefs" through
the coded musical languages and ritual practices of Big Drum (p. 5).

In presenting a classification of the dance-song elements of this tradi-
tion, McDaniel draws upon and expands the work of Andrew Pearse, the
first scholar to do extensive work on Big Drum. Three overlapping cate-
gories of song texts and performance genres are identified: nation dances,
Creole songs, and frivolous songs. These are presented as corresponding to
different phases in the development of Carriacou society, each with its own
levels of history-keeping and social commentary.

McDaniel's search for word etymologies in the song texts of these
repertoires is central to her effort to reconstruct "historical attitudes and
beliefs." Nation dances, for example, are held to reflect the oldest songs
that have kept alive an ancestral African memory of places like Guinea,
Kongo, and Dahomey along with the pain of separation and the desire for
release from slavery via "flight," either metaphorical or actual. The musi-
cal and ritual elements of this genre are seen as having provided an organ-
izing framework for Carriacouan slave society. McDaniel draws upon a
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combination of linguistic data, historical materials, oral history, and etymo-
logical interpretations not only to assert that Africans and their descendants
on Carriacou were shaped into a congress of nine "nations," but to argue
that a number of these - the Cromanti, Manding, and Igbo - exercised pre-
dominant influence.

In the most intriguing extension of this argument, she suggests an inno-
vation to Herskovits's paradigm which adds the idea of "reversal" to his
process of syncretism. She suggests a shift from Akan matrilineal principles
to one of patriliny on Carriacou as part of Cromanti heritage as it was
organized within the nation dance. Here she draws our attention to the rela-
tionship between Big Drum (as a ritual within which ancestors are invoked
and honored) and local kinship ideology - citing the distinctive patrilineal
ideology that has been noted for Carriacou by M.G. Smith and other field-
workers (pp. 71-73).

No less than nation dances, Creole songs are seen as keeping alive a
sense of lineage and family as well as reflecting a "need for bonding, social
control, and pedagogy" in the development of Carriacou society. A number
of these, McDaniel argues, serve the ends of history keeping insofar as they
record the names of ancestors who were separated when families were
divided by the sale of different members off-island. The frivolous songs
reflect the influence of a diversity of imported musical styles on Big Drum
performance which began during the early decades of this century. This was
a period during which Carriacouans, like masses of other underemployed
Caribbean peoples, became involved in cycles of labor migration in order
to sustain themselves and their families.

These topics are laid out in the book's four main chapters - as McDaniel
tacks back and forth between features that appear to make Big Drum dis-
tinctive (e.g., an honoring of ancestors without accompanying spirit pos-
session) and its underlying similarities with other Afro-Caribbean traditions
(e.g., the use of performance and ritual to encode history and social com-
mentary). Throughout this work, McDaniel's analysis serves to remind us
not only of the ways in which the complexities of local history have shaped
diverse expressions of the African heritage in the Caribbean but also of the
fact that these traditions have never been hermetically sealed off from one
another.

If there is a problem with this book, it derives from the indeterminacy
of meaning which accompanies much of the author's analysis. While
McDaniel frankly notes that her interpretive project is necessarily one of
speculation, she fails to adequately locate her own subjectivity (along with
that of her primary informants). In her introduction, she confesses that
despite her efforts to "write a work devoid of exploitative techniques, an
analysis that includes rather than excludes, that shares 'authority' and that
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incorporates the voice of the culture bearer, I have arrived at selections by
deciding which of them move me and which of them tell my history. In this
text I locate myself as 'insider' or 'outsider' alternately depending on the
discussion" (p. 7). Readers, however, are left to guess about when she is
speaking from these different positions. Especially since McDaniel has
worked intensively with a number of the surviving "older heads" of this tra-
dition, I often found myself straining, as it were, to "hear" their voices.
Hoping at least to gauge something of their perspective, I repeatedly found
myself wishing that she would more routinely juxtapose some of their state-
ments, feelings, and sentiments about the meaning of music and dance in
Big Drum with her own analysis.

Lorna McDaniel's work is clearly intended to honor this tradition and its
practitioners; but her use of literary theory - which treats such diverse ele-
ments as song texts, movement styles, and ritual elements as a "language"-
often seems to route its meanings in directions that may be of questionable
relevance for those who are its primary culture bearers. She searches for the
"attenuated meanings" associated with ancestral names, or for "stylistic
ingredients that reverse and thicken meaning" (p. 121). These descriptions
are left to stand without further explanation. At times, the overall weight
given to certain stylistic elements seems arbitrary. For example, I wondered
why greater weight was not given to Kongo elements within the nation
dance. The author cites not only the supposed incidence of "Kongo" peo-
ples within the early Carriacou population and the fact that the drums (kata
and boula) retain Kongo-derived names, but the Kongo symbolism of the
crossroads (crossed towels) which orients dancers to the cosmology found
in the rituals of Big Drum (pp. 75-76).

There are also points at which McDaniel seems to unduly stretch her
interpretation of stylistic elements. Observing that members of the Yoruba
nation were neither included in the original slave population nor brought as
nineteenth-century indentured laborers to Carriacou, she nevertheless
argues that Big Drum evinces elements of shared cultural inheritances from
such groups. Pointing out that even though Esu Elegbara, the Yoruba god
of the crossroads and gatekeeper to ritual invocations across various Afro-
Caribbean traditions, is not formally part of Big Drum, she sees "principles
associated with his personae" as permeating its rituals (p. 121). McDaniel
discerns the presence of this deity in the customary placement of three
introductory songs in Big Drum ritual which she sees as "analogous to the
fleeting invitation of Esu/Legba in the Rada community of Trinidad" (p.
121). Her point of departure for this gloss derives from the importance that
Henry Louis Gates has recently suggested for Esu as a "multifaceted cul-
tural idiom" (p. 120) more than any substantive historical or ethnographic
evidence. Invocations and oral iterations in three's abound across the range

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:14:57PM
via free access



120 New West Indian GuidelNieuwe West-lndische Gids vol. 73 no. 3 &4 (1999)

of Caribbean traditions; but is this really a residual sign of Esu? It is in rela-
tion to these kinds of generalizations that one must critically assess
McDaniel's claim that because her research "searches history as perceived
by the 'old parents' and exposed through their songs, there must be a
reclaiming of a certain subjectivity here" (p. 43). In these instances the sub-
jectivity that is reclaimed has more to do with intellectual fashion than it
does with the practitioners of Big Drum, past or present.

An unfortunate flaw in McDaniel's mode of exposition is the fact that
she does not make clear at the outset that Big Drum is a tradition in decline,
and has been from the early decades of this century. She points to the 1920s
as the final stage of active song composition in the tradition (p. 153) and
directs her readers to a continuation in some of its sensibilities in the secu-
lar styles of calypso. There is, in effect, a radical disjuncture with the pres-
ent which comes into focus only later in the book. Because McDaniel is
preoccupied with the signifying forms of Big Drum and with the cultural
continuities they may encode, she fails to situate this tradition within a
broader exploration of the complex historical conditions under which
African identities and traditions are remembered and forgotten — as well as
transformed.

Some of McDaniel's generalizations about the ways in which cultural
knowledge is associated with participation in Big Drum beg the issue of its
decline and transformation. She tells us, for example, that Big Drum texts
are not part of everyday discourse but rather part of a coded language the
knowledge of which confers authority upon the knower (p. 15). Naturally,
one hopes to learn what kind of authority and, in light of the current state
of this tradition, how the nature or scope of this authority has been altered
or eroded. These questions acquire salience in light of McDaniel's disclo-
sure that contemporary Big Drum not only "commemorates the major life
events of individuals, families, and the community," but that "the event
may also be performed as a cultural concert for tourists, a political celebra-
tion, or a regatta show" (p. 19). I, for one, hope that Lorna McDaniel will
soon provide us with yet another view of this rich Afro-Caribbean tradition
- one in which we begin to understand more of what the tradition means to
its contemporary practitioners and how, in a present-day field of social rela-
tions, it continues to secure an African identity for the people of Carriacou.
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Dancing Spirits grows from Gerdes Fleurant's long term involvement with
Haitian Vodou.1 His involvement traces a path similar to that of many
engaged Caribbean intellectuals: from a middle-class background as a
Haitian aware of the religion as "an object of curiosity" (p. 2), to a redis-
covery of roots in the diaspora (Boston, in this case), to intensified partici-
pant-observation as an adept and later as an oungan (priest) and drummer.
Fleurant's primary contact with Vodou has been in the temple of the late
master drummer Coyote (Philocles Rosenbere), located in Bopo (Bon
Repos) in the Plaine de Cul-de-Sac, a stronghold of Vodou. Coyote, one of
the most authoritative of modern practitioners, was also a key informant for
other researchers, notably Maya Deren and her husband, Teiji Ito.

At the outset, Fleurant states that he will focus on the songs and drum-
ming of one major ritual, Rada. (A book on Rada's companion rite,
petwolpetw, is in process.) In fact, he attempts more. This is both a strength
of the book and its main problem: Fleurant broaches a large number of
topics, some providing necessary background, some touching on unexpect-
ed aspects of Vodou, each of them worthwhile in itself, and all of them
together enrichening our appreciation for the depth of Vodou. At the same
time Fleurant rushes through many of these topics, failing to explore them
in detail, jumping from one to the next, and distracting attention from his
stated theme, the songs and drumming of Rada. For example, Chapter 2
sketches Vodou's history, relates it to Haiti's harsh political-economic con-
ditions, introduces Coyote, his temple, and some members of his circle, and
outlines a generic Rada ceremony as practiced in Bopo. But the chapter
takes up barely seventeen pages, which is simply not enough to present all
these topics, even as background for later chapters. Similarly, Chapter 4
opens up interesting discussions of drums as ritual objects, drummers and
singers as ritual practitioners and community leaders, and issues of authen-
ticity and tourism. Fifteen pages do not do these topics justice, and they are
not well tied to the rest of the presentation.

l. Fleurant uses "Vodun," but the currently prevailing orthography is "Vodou."
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Fleurant variously claims to present Rada from "a performance practice
perspective" (p. 49) and to synthesize "a generic model" (p. 50). He begins
with the latter, in his sketch of the ritual in Chapter 2, and continuing in
Chapter 3, which describes the several music/dance forms used in Rada,
e.g., yanvalou, mayi, and zepdl). Rada is a very flexible ritual, consisting of
a sequence of possession trances and related activities (e.g., displaying
flags and making ceremonial drawings). Within this format, the immediate
purposes and contingencies of any particular ceremony shape its course.
Thus the "generic model" is useful. However, even in the more analytical
chapters that follow, Fleurant does not often focus on actual ceremonies, on
performers shaping the general outline to specific events. In addition, he
often fails to distinguish whether he is writing of Rada in Haiti in general,
the Plaine de Cul-de-Sac, or Coyote's temple. Is the ritual practiced in the
same way throughout Haiti? How does Coyote's version relate to others?

I found the closer analysis of Chapter 5, "The Music of the Rada
Battery," more compelling. Fleurant begins with intriguing comparisons
between Rada and West African ensemble drumming (specifically, the Ewe
dance Agbekor), continues with basic drumming patterns and selected vari-
ations for each of the drums in each of the Rada dances as played by Coyote
and his disciples, and then presents a selection of kase (breaks) - the mas-
ter drum interventions that trigger possession - and their associated
responses on supporting instruments. Apart from the remarks on Rada and
Agbekor, the perspective here is, finally, that of performance practice.
Particularly fascinating are a number of statements by individual drummers
about their approach to playing specific passages. Yet even here Fleurant
holds back, claiming (contrary to the evidence), "No effort is made here to
discuss personal style" (pp. 49-50). Why not allow his access to major indi-
vidual artists to become the basis for his exposition?

The title of Chapter 6, "The Song Texts in the Ritual Context," suggests
both an interpretation of texts and a relating of texts to practice. But again
performance practice gets short shrift. The songs appear in their ritual
sequence, which is simply the sequence in which the Iwa are worshipped;
Fleurant gives few examples of performers working with this sequence,
selecting particular songs to guide or effect ritual action. On the other hand,
the textual interpretations are a highlight of the book. Fleurant unveils a
wealth of cultural knowledge in these terse, evocative lyrics. It is not made
clear, however, whether these interpretations are his own or those of his
informants.

Chapter 7, "Analysis of Song Tunes," zips through the modal and
melodic features of a selection of forty-seven songs (why these forty-
seven?), with at least one interesting result: contrary to frequent claims that
African and diasporic melodic motion is downwards, many of these songs
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"undulate." A final chapter on dance is, again, sketchy - although, to be fair,
music is the book's main topic. There is a useful glossary, plus an appendix
with transcriptions of the seventy-seven songs discussed in Chapters 6 and
7. The appendix makes a welcome addition to other collections of Vodou
songs.

Despite suggestive insights, Dancing Spirits addresses too many topics
without establishing a clear perspective. But I conclude this reluctantly, and
it seems harsh on the author. The issues I've raised seem less matters of
content than of presentation, and should have been addressed by a firm edi-
tor during the writing/publication process. Read the book anyway, for it
contains a wealth of detailed information that is simply unavailable any-
where else.

Pride against Prejudice: Haitians in the United States. ALEX STEPICK.

Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 1998. x + 134 pp. (Paper US$ 19.20)

Haitian Immigrants in Black America: A Sociological and Sociolinguistic
Portrait. FLORE ZEPHIR. Westport CT: Bergin & Garvey, 1996. xvi + 180
pp. (Cloth US$ 55.00)

ROSE-MARIE CHIERICI
Anthropology Department
SUNY Geneseo
Geneseo NY 14454-1401, U.S.A.
<chierici@geneseo.edu>

Taken together, these two books offer rich perspectives on the experience
of Haitian immigrants in the United States. Both authors explore the ways
in which Haitian immigrants participate in the American discourse and
struggle to create a space in the landscape of American pluralistic society.
Flore Zephir brings an insider's intimate understanding of the Haitian
immigrant experience and of the role of Creole in shaping and maintaining
Haitian ethnic identity. On the other hand, Alan Stepick's perspective is
informed by a long association with Haitian immigrants in South Florida,
as an advocate and a researcher. His vantage point is a small, homogeneous
community of rural and urban poor immigrants who settled in Miami's
Little Haiti in the late 1970s, while Zephir provides "a portrait from with-
in" (p. 15) of the large, diverse, well-established community of New York
City. Both authors shed light on the debate on multiculturalism, heightened
by the increased immigration from non-European countries, and on the
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strategic use of ethnicity in shaping interactions among various groups.
Their works reflect how American concepts of race and ethnicity influence
the process of identity formation among Haitians in the United States as
well as Haitian interactions with African Americans and other Americans.

Pride against Prejudice is a carefully crafted ethnography that demon-
strates Stepick's firm grasp of the Haitian experience in Miami's Little
Haiti. The book describes the odyssey of the wave of Haitian immigrants
who began arriving in South Florida in the late 1970s. Stepick started field-
work with this community when boat people were interned at Krome. He
followed the immigrants as they were "thrust into the underside of
America" (p. 114) and turned an inner-city ghetto into an ethnic enclave; as
they faced racist policies that favored Cuban refugees; and as they watch
their children struggle to create their own brand of Haitian identity.

The book opens with the powerful stories of Phede and Herb, two prom-
ising Haitian young men, whose choices and lifestyles reflect the conflicts
that Haitians experience as they "skate along the hyphen" that links them to
Haitian and American cultures. Phede's choice painfully demonstrates the
high cost of prejudice and racism. Weary of stereotypes of Haitians as poor,
dirty, disease ridden, AIDS infected, economic refugees here to take jobs
away and feed on the system, Phede chooses complete assimilation. He
suppresses all markers of his Haitian origins and pegs his success on being
accepted as African American. When someone recognizes him as a "cover-
up Haitian," his world collapses and he kills himself rather than face the
shame of being Haitian. Herb, on the other hand, resolves the tension by
integrating aspects of both cultures. He shows pride in his Haitian roots,
celebrates his native culture and adopts its values while also learning to
move in the new society. He Americanizes his name from Herve to Herb,
wears African American stylish clothes, and learns to rap.

Stepick uses these stories as metaphors in his analysis of the adaptation
process of immigrants in general, and of Haitians in particular. Throughout
the book, we follow the tug between pride and prejudice, myth and reality,
assimilation and integration, especially as they affect the younger genera-
tion. In Little Haiti, youth are caught between the traditional Haitian culture
and values of their parents' generation on the one hand and the demands
and appeal of African American and American cultures on the other. Their
attempts to integrate these competing systems often lead to loss of cultural
values and "segmentary assimilation" (p. 73). Some, like Phede, adopt
African American ways to escape prejudice and negative stereotypes of
Haitians, only to find themselves victims of racism directed at African
Americans. Others, like Herb, become "multicultural individuals" (p. 118)
who successfully use Haitian values and hard work to climb out of the ghet-
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to to "become middle-class Black, who may [also] be perceived as ...
African American" (p. 119).

Stepick is careful in pointing out that the migration experience
described in Pride against Prejudice is not singular or particular to Haitian
immigrants. What marks the experience of Haitians in the United States is
the discrimination and racism they encounter. He compares the treatment of
Haitian and Cuban refugees in the 1980s to illustrate the effects of preju-
dice and negative stereotypes. Although both groups entered the country
illegally, fleeing repressive governments and poverty, the powerful Cuban
lobby (which kept Castro's communist regime in the public eye) as well as
the skin color of most Cuban immigrants, played significant roles in the
Cubans' success in American society.

While Stepick is sensitive to the experience and pain of Haitian immi-
grants, he also acknowledges the profound changes and economic burden
those immigrants place on South Florida. These burdens are shared by sev-
eral immigrant groups who use Florida as a gateway to the United States
and, in the process, are changing the profile of the region.

Pride against Prejudice showcases Stepick's solid work as an ethnogra-
pher. Like the other volumes in the New Immigrants series, it contributes to
a better understanding of the process of adaptation and of the contributions
of immigrants as they help create a new and more diverse America. The
book stresses that the process of adaptation is painful and slow for Haitians
in Little Haiti, yet it is carried out with pride, dignity, and determination.
Informant stories, a careful methodology, objective analysis, and use of
theory in a clear and easily accessible style make this book extremely use-
ful in the classroom. It demonstrates that anthropologists can make a dif-
ference when they put their knowledge at the service of policy makers,
service providers, or community workers. Anthropologists can assist peo-
ple to make sense of their experience by putting it in a larger perspective.

In Haitian Immigrants in Black America, Zephir targets a different audi-
ence and sets out to accomplish a very different task. She explores the dis-
tinctions between race and ethnicity and the tendency to conflate them in
American society. Her analysis demonstrates that when race and ethnicity
remain undifferentiated, we lose the rich variety of cultural and class dif-
ferences of black groups. Since Haitians represent the second largest group
of black immigrants in this country, it is relevant to explore their experience
as blacks but also their distinctiveness from African Americans and other
black groups in the United States. Her analysis helps to clarify the differ-
ences between Haitian and American concepts of race and the centrality of
ethnicity as a way for Haitians to mark their unique culture and history in a
race-defined society. Haitians peg their cultural survival on a deliberate
choice to stress ethnic identity and skirt identifications based only on race.
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Zephir's main goal is to address empirically the process of identity for-
mation in the United States using the experience of Haitians in New York
as a case study. She constructs her analysis along a dialectic opposition
between macro factors (how immigrant groups are classified and slotted by
the host society) and micro factors (how particular groups define them-
selves vis-a-vis the larger society and how they construct and maintain their
identity). She proposes that adapting to U.S. culture means redefining one-
self and coming to grips with the realities of race, ethnicity, and language
in American culture (p. 15).

Haitian Immigrants in Black America masterfully tackles the complex
dynamics of social stratification and the strategic use of ethnicity in New
York's Haitian community. It explores the dual use of language as an indi-
cator of the uniqueness of Haitian-Americans as an ethnic group and the
internal diversity and stratified nature of this group. The Haitian communi-
ty of New York is a microcosm of stratified Haitian society. Compared to
the predominantly homogeneous Little Haiti, New York's community is
very diverse. In New York, one finds people from all social class and eco-
nomic backgrounds, of rural and urban origins, and different educational
levels and occupations. At the same time, it is also a place where individu-
als can recreate themselves both as Haitian-Americans and as Haitians. The
currency of this identity barter is language: one's ability to speak Haitian
Creole, French, and English. Language becomes a marker of one's original
place in Haitian social structure as well as one's new position in the Haitian
community of New York City. Creole becomes the universal marker of
Haitian ethnic identity vis-a-vis African Americans, the larger black com-
munity, as well as the larger American society. Therefore Creole, which
until recently marked the lower social status associated with Creole mono-
linguals in Haiti, "undergoes] transnational modifications" (p. 106) to
become the hallmark of Haitian ethnicity abroad.

Together, Zephir and Stepick provide a holistic picture of the Haitian
diaspora in the United States. They show the diverse nature of the Haitian
immigrant experience and the ways in which social and cultural environ-
ments, settlement size and diversity, and political factors influence the evo-
lution and character of individual immigrant communities. Even though the
communities they describe have marked differences, each illustrates the
devastating effects of the "harshness of... American social reality" (Zephir,
p. 147) and "the magnitude of racial prejudice in contemporary American
society" (Stepick, p. 116). However, they thankfully stress the struggles of
Haitian immigrants to assert their presence in this country and overcome
powerful odds to create vibrant communities.

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:14:57PM
via free access



BOOK REVIEWS 127

Pleasure Island: Tourism and Temptation in Cuba. ROSALIE SCHWARTZ.

Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1997. xxiv + 239 pp. (Cloth US$
45.00)

Luis MARTINEZ-FERNANDEZ
Department of Puerto Rican and Hispanic Caribbean Studies
Rutgers University
Piscataway NJ 08854-8040, U.S.A.
<lumartin@rci.rutgers.edu>

Rosalie Schwartz's Pleasure Island is a comprehensive study of Cuban
tourism during the twentieth century and its relationship to shifts in the U.S.
economy and in Cuban politics. The book is organized chronologically and
recognizes three boom periods in the island's tourist industry: the 1920s,
1950s, and 1990s.

Schwartz demonstrates how intimately tied tourism in Cuba has been to
changing attitudes and circumstances in the United States. During the
1920s, she argues, for example, Cuban tourism took advantage of a new
North American state of mind based on the "pleasure principle." The pass-
ing of the Volstead Act (Prohibition) in 1919, hurricanes and frosts affect-
ing Florida's tourist destinations at various times, the onset of the Great
Depression in the 1930s, the application of the Good Neighbor policy by
the United States, and other developments in North America had a profound
impact on tourism in Cuba. Recognizing the extent of these links, Schwartz
pays attention to both the United States and Cuba and to their respective
historiographies. Within the text, she is able to move back and forth
between the two sides of the Strait of Florida within a seemingly seamless
narrative flow.

One of the book's central themes is the relationship between politics and
tourism in the Cuban context. Graft and corruption were at the heart of this
interplay. Schwartz traces the process whereby politicians since the early
days of the Republic sought personal gain through direct and indirect
involvement in the creation and expansion of a tourism infrastructure. She
exposes, for example, the corrupt dealings of Carlos Manuel de Cespedes,
Jose Manuel Cortina, and Carlos Manuel de la Cruz ("the three Cs"), who
profited scandalously from tourism-related concessions and speculation
while holding posts in Cuba's cabinet or legislature. During the late 1920s
and early 1930s, Gerardo Machado's dictatorial regime continued to exploit
tourism-related projects as a source of profit for well-connected politicians
and used the growth of tourism, in general, to gain legitimacy both domes-
tically and abroad. Later in the century, during the periods of direct or indi-
rect rule by Fulgencio Batista, particularly his second dictatorship (1952-

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:14:57PM
via free access



128 New West Indian GuidelNieuwe West-lndische Gids vol. 73 no. 3 &4 (1999)

58), Cuba's tourist industry became increasingly tied to gambling and U.S.
organized crime through the direct participation of the likes of Meyer
Lansky, "Lucky" Luciano, and Lefty Clark. In the book's final two chap-
ters, Schwartz explores the relationship between Fidel Castro's revolution-
ary government and the tourist industry. Contrary to popular belief, Castro
did not target the tourist industry that he inherited from fellow dictator
Batista, not even the gambling side of it, whose importance as a revenue-
earner he soon recognized. The collapse of the island's tourism in the
immediate aftermath of the revolution's triumph was not, according to
Schwartz, the result of "moral outrage on the part of Castro's minions," but
of other circumstances beyond the reach of the revolutionaries' control.

Pleasure Island is beautifully written and well organized. Schwartz
employs a wide variety of literary techniques that make for an enjoyable
read. Among these we find vivid descriptions of important events in the his-
tory of Cuban tourism, such as club and hotel inaugurations and short biogra-
phies of politicos, mobsters, and other characters playing key roles in the
unfolding drama. Unfortunately, several editorial mistakes slipped past the
author, editors, and proofreaders, most notably the misspelling (four times)
of Batista's first name as Fulgencia.

Perhaps the main flaw of Pleasure Island is its failure to convey that
Cuba was - and still is — first and foremost a sugar island. Only in the
1990s, with Cuba's sugar industry enduring a sustained crisis and with the
island's manufacturing sector experiencing a virtual halt, has tourism
reached the position of the island's second revenue earner. During the pre-
vious nine decades, tourism was a relatively marginal sector of the econo-
my. Since the book focuses on the tourist industry without attempting to
clarify its position within the general economy, readers may get the impres-
sion that Cuba was a tourist island, in the sense that one can speak of pres-
ent-day St. Thomas or the Bahamas as tourist islands. From a U.S. per-
spective, and particularly that of U.S. tourists, Cuba may have appeared to
be a "pleasure island," but the average Cuban - even the average Habanero
- lived beyond the shadow of the sky-scraping hotels and beyond the cor-
rupting reach of the gambling sector.

All in all, however, Pleasure Island is a welcome contribution to the
small and highly polemical body of historiography on twentieth-century
Cuba. The book avoids the often grotesque distortions of the before-and-
after-1959 model which dominates our understanding of Cuba's recent his-
tory. The study of Cuba's tourist industry, as Schwartz ably demonstrates,
provides a fresh and valuable window onto a variety of topics such as
Cuba's relations with the United States, the moral and military collapse of
the Batista regime, and the opportunistic economic policy shifts of Castro's
regime.
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33.00 for individuals)
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Oral narratives of the migration experiences of black British Caribbean
islanders in Cuba in the early twentieth century are the center of Gloria
Rolando's My Footsteps in Baragud. This documentary film can be rough-
ly divided into four parts. It begins with narratives about the socio-cultural
aspects of the immigrants' life such as food culture, religion, language,
music, and identity. The second part changes the setting from Cuba to
Panama, and is geared by oral accounts about West Indians who arrived in
Cuba after working on the Canal. A third section returns to Cuba and pro-
vides narratives on the social and labor divisions experienced by the immi-
grants. The concluding accounts expose the immigrants' reasons for staying
in Cuba and their developed family ties and roots in the community.

The film unveils captivating aspects of the history of black immigrants
and opens a window to different connections and discussions about the
migration experience in Cuba. Valuable oral data are provided, but some
interesting issues surrounding the narratives remain untouched. For exam-
ple, while the Church is present as an important part of the immigrants' cul-
ture, it is not connected with other institutions such as Marcus Garvey's
UNIA or the Salvation Army. "The Army" is only mentioned in one infor-
mant's enumeration of the churches in the community, and the UNIA,
strongly related to religion in Cuba, is not mentioned at all, despite its role
in the relief of the immigrants in distress.

One informant exposes the British colonial identity of the immigrants
and asserts that "they were really British subjects." He also acknowledges
that many of them were clear about their "nation" (meaning island) of ori-
gin. Both of these identifications are present in the narratives, but the
remembrance of the islands of origin emanates somehow more clearly in
the memory of the informants. One woman asserts in a peculiar shift of lan-
guages: "Yo no soy Jamaicana ... my parents are Grenadian and
Trinidadian." This response reinforces the importance of island identity, the
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disparaging character of the term Jamaiquino in Cuba, and perhaps (by the
body language exposed) the existent tensions between the different
islanders.

The presence of the British colonial identity was, nonetheless, a strong
characteristic among the immigrants in Cuba. Aspects presented in the film,
such as cricket, a sport strongly related to British imperial values, and the
Anglican Church, are tangible elements of this colonial identity. Therefore,
it is relevant that these migrants, who needed to identify themselves as
"British subjects" in many instances, played cricket and, one might tenta-
tively propose, used it as a statement of their British allegiance in Cuba.
Thus, we can understand the presence and practice of the Anglican religion
within the communities.

Some relevant issues about the immigrants' experience while in Cuba
are not present in the oral accounts of the film. The numerous events of "ill-
treatment" against the immigrants and the deportations in the 1920s and
1930s appear to be forgotten in the collective memory of the informants.
There is no reference to the conditions suffered by immigrants at the
Quarantine Station upon arrival in Santiago de Cuba. The sad tales of the
film are limited to Panama, even when the experience in Cuba had equally
sad stories. One person argues that being a "British subject was a means of
[social] defense" and that "they [the immigrants] avoided or solved prob-
lems" through this affiliation. However, viewers are not given an idea of the
specific problems the immigrants confronted or the people against whom
they had to defend themselves. On many occasions the immigrants faced
problems with Cuban authorities and sugar managers, and it was then that,
strategically, they claimed British allegiance.

The sugar industry, the main reason for this immigration, is not explicit-
ly mentioned in the film until after the narration of the Panama Canal. It is
only then that we catch an idea of the problems confronted by the immi-
grants in the social and labor arena. References are made to the social and
racial divisions and discriminations within the Baragua Sugar Company
and to the distinctions at the labor levels between the immigrants and other
white employees. The trends of this labor migration are also exposed
through the mention of specific years of arrival and departure of some of
the informants or their parents. Rolando's clear exposition of the Panama-
Cuba migratory connection is a valuable contribution as it deserves the
attention of scholars. Women's participation in the migrations to Cuba is
well illustrated when descendants clearly refer to the place of origin of their
mothers. Although labor migration was indeed predominantly male, women
immigrants in Cuba had a relevant social role at many levels within the
migrant communities.
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The documentary accomplishes Rolando's goal of picturing part of the
history of British West Indians in Cuba and succeeds as a trigger for his-
torical discussion on the topic. My Footsteps in Baragud is a valuable tool
for teachers and students willing to learn and begin a debate on Caribbean
migration history.

Inside the Revolution: Everyday Life in Socialist Cuba. MONA ROSENDAHL.

Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1997. x + 194 pp. (Cloth US$ 37.50, Paper
US$ 14.95)

GERT OOSTINDIE
KITLV/Royal Institute of Linguistics and Anthropology
P.O. Box 9515
2300 RA Leiden, the Netherlands
<oostindie@rullet.leidenuniv.nl>

The field of Cuban studies is dominated by studies that are not primarily
based on extensive research in the country itself - and even those that are
based on such research tend to maintain a safe distance from contemporary
problems. Since 1959, research on contemporary Cuba has been particular-
ly limited in anthropology, due to the state's reluctance to allow any schol-
arly exercise that might stray from the narrow confines authorized by the
regime. Since the work of Oscar Lewis in the late 1960s, few foreign
anthropologists have been allowed to conduct serious fieldwork in the
country. Inside the Revolution, which focuses on a small town in Oriente
presented under the fictional name of Palmera, is therefore a welcome fresh
start, since the author had the opportunity to study everyday life in Cuba for
fifteen months in 1988-90, and again for shorter stints in 1993 and 1995.

Rosendahl, an anthropologist of Swedish origin, uses the first chapters
of her book to present a balanced overview of the community and to
describe how the economic system functioned before the Eastern European
Wende, the subsequent withdrawal of the Soviet bloc's crucial economic
support, and the proclamation of the periodo especial (a euphemism for
deep economic crisis and the search for alternative options within the lim-
its of a planned economy). Much of what Rosendahl documents as the
workings of the economy is now past history, and as such perhaps not as
interesting as it might have been ten years ago. However, against the back-
drop of this now devastated economic system she raises questions that
remain relevant today.
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Two interrelated themes form the core of the book: politics in everyday
life and gender. In addressing politics, Rosendahl does not ignore the fact
that communist orthodoxy, and particularly the Communist Party (PCC),
dominate virtually every aspect of Cuban society. The communist state's
control over society is firm, as is its control over the occasional foreign
researcher allowed to study its workings. The site of Palmera was chosen
for her by the state, which ordered the community's institutions to cooper-
ate with her study, and then swiftly withdrew authorization for continued
fieldwork at the outset of the periodo especial. As Rosendahl rightly
observes, the authorities probably anticipated further economic decline, and
hence popular unrest. "This was not a good basis, as the leaders saw it, for
an anthropological investigation," she comments dryly. This particular per-
sonal setback reminded her strongly of the use of power in Cuba, which she
characterizes as "capricious, tacit, fluid, and therefore much more difficult
to handle," yet she asserts that it did not change her general impression of
Palmeran society (pp. 25-26).

In Rosendahl's analysis of pre-1989 Palmera, then, politics was clearly
dominated by the communist institutions and their local organizations, yet
it need not be identified with a purely one-way, upside-down chain of com-
mand imposed on a voiceless citizenry. In her view, ordinary Palmerans
have some influence on the system higher up, and their awareness of this,
combined with a certain satisfaction with the results of three decades of
"revolutionary" regime, explains the average citizen's positive engagement
with the regime. Of course, as she readily admits, room for dissent is very
limited anyway. This analysis is developed with references to field obser-
vations that may or may not persuade all readers - it is precisely the impos-
sibility to conduct large-scale (particularly quantitative) research on these
issues that makes it virtually impossible to present results amenable to
some kind of verification. In any case, the picture becomes considerably
grimmer in the post-1989 period, and Rosendahl admits that much of the
previous confidence in the revolution and its ideology has been eroded.
Pragmatism dictates Cuban life, in Palmera too; and people have less inter-
est in socialist rhetoric than ever before. Yet, Rosendahl suggests, both tra-
ditional values such as reciprocity and dignity, "folk versions of socialism,"
and re-found values such as patriotism still combine to make most Cubans
loyal citizens of this socialist nation.

The doctrine of Cuban socialism has advocated equal opportunities for
all, obviously including the dimension of gender. In accounting for the fact
that four decades of this revolution have hardly succeeded in overcoming
traditional gender divisions, Rosendahl does not limit herself to rehearsing
the traditional explanations of machismo, the male/female "reputation vs.
respectability" distinction, etc. She makes a convincing argument that the
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whole rhetoric of socialist values from the beginning of the revolution have
dovetailed all too comfortably with the traditional values of masculinity.
Thus, for a man, being a good socialist implies most of the traditional val-
ues of a macho; and for a woman it means complying with this gendered
definition of life.

Inside the Revolution is a seriously researched and generally well-writ-
ten (albeit perhaps slightly predictable) monograph. It depicts a Cuban
community living under a political system in which traditional values that
will long outlive the revolution have proved to be more endurable than pol-
itics. Within these, gender is a major dimension, "race" and color another.
Remarkably, Rosendahl virtually ignores the latter, even though it looms
very large in the everyday life of Cubans.

Between Race and Empire: African-Americans and Cubans Before the
Cuban Revolution. LISA BROCK & DIGNA CASTANEDA FUERTES (eds.).
Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1998. xii + 298 pp. (Cloth US$
59.95, Paper US$ 22.95)

FRANK ARGOTE-FREYRE
Department of History
Rutgers University
New Brunswick NJ 08901, U.S.A.

The issues raised by this book are very much alive in today's headlines. The
African-American members of the U.S. Congress are among the harshest
critics of the embargo against Cuba and any measure to tighten economic
sanctions against the communist island. Their debates with the three
Cuban-American members of Congress, who favor the embargo, are often
passionate and vitriolic. The debates underscore a deep sympathy by the
African-American community toward the struggle by Cubans against U.S.
domination. It is clear from those debates that the contributors to this book
of essays have struck an important nerve.

The essays build on the theme that African-Americans and Cubans, par-
ticularly Afro-Cubans, have undergone common experiences of oppression.
Each has been treated as the inferior "other" by the U.S. government and
the "white-European" elites that have traditionally controlled power in both
countries. The harsh segregation of the United States made virtual non-cit-
izens of African-Americans for much of this century, while North American
neo-colonial domination and the Protestant "civilizing mission" had a sim-
ilar impact on Cubans of all colors. The impact of U.S. domination of Cuba
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was felt especially keenly by Afro-Cubans, who had to deal not only with
racism in their own society, but also with institutional segregation and bias
imported from the United States. It is this shared history of oppression and
the struggle against that oppression that create an ongoing political and cul-
tural dialogue between the two communities. As the book's essays on poet-
ry demonstrate, they often speak in a similar language.

However, the essays steer away from a simple analysis of shared wrongs,
carefully ferreting out important differences between the two communities,
which speak a similar language, but not the same one. The essay by Keith
Ellis, "Nicolas Guillen and Langston Hughes: Convergences and Diver-
gences," expresses well the differences between the Cuban "sense" of race
and North American racism. While Guillen was not oblivious to Cuban
racism, he felt himself a part of Cuba and wrote of "the whole unerasable
mulatto condition of the island." Guillen was ultimately acknowledged as
one of Cuba's great poets, while Hughes died indigent and despairing of the
African-American condition. Carmen Gomez Garcia builds on Ellis's analy-
sis in "Cuban Social Poetry and the Struggle against Two Racisms," tracing
the evolution of Afro-Cuban poetry from the oral tradition of the slaves
through the "negrista movement" and the emergence of social poetry with
strong anti-racist and anti-imperialist themes.

Unlike many works emerging from the academy, these essays are gen-
uinely enjoyable to read without diverging from their scholarly mission.
"Not Just Black: African-Americans, Cubans, and Baseball," by Lisa Brock
and Bijan Bayne, details how African-Americans and Cubans used baseball
to mediate racism and, in the case of Cubans, foreign domination by first
the Spanish and later the United States. The Cuban and African-American
teams were every bit as good as the white ones and often proved it when
they played against each other in exhibition games. The essay also demon-
strates the elasticity and at the same time the rigidity of racial definitions.
Prior to the integration of Major League baseball, integrated Cuban teams
were often treated as "black" and only allowed to play on the Negro circuit.
However, in the competition for talent among white club owners, some of
the "whiter" Cuban players were allowed to play in the Major Leagues,
although they were never completely accepted as white by some fans and the
media, because of suspicions of inter-breeding and an "inferior" Spanish
heritage. The African-American and Cuban players brought their own sense
of entertainment, rhythm, and mischief to the game, which Brock, in her
introduction, attributes to an "African sensibility." This same sense of
improvisation jumps out from the essay "CuBop! Afro-Cuban Music and
Mid-Twentieth-Century American Culture" by Geoffrey Jacques, who
writes of the magical partnership between Dizzy Gillespie and Luciano
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"Chano" Pozo. Together the two were able to bring about a synthesis
between Cuban-American dance music and African-American jazz.

The essays are perhaps at their best when they demonstrate the ways in
which African-Americans and Cubans failed to communicate. Like any
ongoing dialogue there are occasional lapses and the essays point out sev-
eral of those as well. Jualynne E. Dodson reveals one such lapse in
"Encounters in the African Atlantic World: The African Methodist
Episcopal Church in Cuba." Despite efforts by AME missionaries to estab-
lish an international African ministry, the missionaries sent to Cuba in the
first half of the twentieth century were unable to establish lasting ties with
the Afro-Cuban population. The African-based religions practiced by many
Afro-Cubans no doubt hampered the appeal of the AME's message and
Dodson notes that these religious practices were seldom addressed by the
missionaries, whose own middle-class values and imperial thinking may
have doomed their efforts at proselytization. The essay underlines the weak-
ness of race-based appeals on Afro-Cubans, who clearly considered them-
selves just as Cuban as their white contemporaries. An inability to under-
stand this point no doubt contributed to the failure of Marcus Garvey's
Black Nationalist message. Tomas Fernandez Robaina explores this in his
essay, "Marcus Garvey in Cuba: Urrutia, Cubans, and Black Nationalism."
Garvey's message was largely rejected, Fernandez Robaina argues, because
of the heavy participation by Afro-Cubans in the Cuban Independence Wars
and efforts by Jose Marti and Antonio Maceo to bring them into the politi-
cal process. Along the same lines, Nancy Raquel Mirabal ("Telling Silences
and Making Community") found that Afro-Cubans living in Ybor City,
Florida, in the early 1900s shied away from political and social interaction
with African-Americans, even though they were forced to attend black
schools and use black facilities. They preferred instead to "negotiate"
against the racial label placed on them by the state of Florida and retain
their ties with white Cubans and their sense of cubanidad.

Among the anthology's strengths are three essays on the media's role in
shaping and reflecting cultural influences. The chapters by David J.
Hellwig and Van Gosse look at the African-American media's response to
key events in Cuban history, the Race War of 1912, and the Cuban
Revolution. And an essay by Rosalie Schwartz concentrates on the debate
over Cuban and North American perceptions of race as expressed in the
popular Havana newspaper column, "Ideales de una Raza."

Lisa Brock rightfully acknowledges in her closing footnote one of the
collection's primary weaknesses, the lack of women's voices in the work.
Only one of the essays, "Minerva: A Magazine for Women (and Men) of
Color," focuses its attention on Afro-Cuban women and their efforts to
address racism without disturbing relationships between Afro-Cuban men
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and women. Brock suggests the need for a similar anthology devoted to the
"experiences and polemics of women."

Another weakness, I would add, is the underlying assumption that the
revolutionary government has adequately addressed the issues of race. The
very title suggests that an analysis of race in revolutionary Cuba is beyond
its scope, yet most of the authors, providing very little in the way of proof,
argue or imply that race relations are indeed better. Castaneda Fuertes
writes in her conclusion that in the aftermath of the revolution,
"Opportunities for jobs and economic security were open to all. I myself am
a product of that time of hope and prosperity" (p. 283). Yet a look at the top
revolutionary leadership in Cuba will find few Afro-Cuban faces. There are
in fact few comprehensive studies of race relations in revolutionary Cuba
and an anthology like this one is very much needed for the period after
1959.

All in all, however, this is an excellent collection of essays that makes
an important contribution to scholarship on the relationships between
African-Americans and Cubans.

Puerto Rican Jam: Rethinking Colonialism and Nationalism. FRANCES

NEGR6N-MUNTANER & RAMON GROSFOGUEL (eds.). Minneapolis:
University of Minnesota Press, 1997. x + 303 pp. (Cloth US$ 49.95, Paper
US$ 19.95)

JOSE E. CRUZ
Political Science Department
SUNY-Albany
Albany NY 12222, U.S.A.
<conga@cnsvax.albany.edu> .

After one hundred years of U.S. colonialism in Puerto Rico and nearly fifty
of stalemate on the status question, any well-intentioned proposal to move
beyond the current impasse is welcome. Yet the road to hell is paved with
good intentions and therefore good intentions are not enough; to move
Puerto Rico forward it is necessary to have a firm grasp of what Puerto
Ricans want and of the possibilities available to the island. In Puerto Rican
Jam, Frances Negron-Muntaner and Ramon Grosfoguel expose us to one
approach to this question and one strategy.

The argument of this book is twofold: the Puerto Rican imaginary has
been homogenized and therefore misrepresented by the discursive practices
of nationalism; more important, Puerto Rico has resolved neither its colo-
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nial dilemma nor its social and economic problems because nationalist dis-
course has promoted an anachronistic political project that has diverted
attention from Puerto Rico's real problems - structural unemployment,
racism, homophobia, and patriarchy, among others - and is unlikely to pro-
vide a solution for them.

To address Puerto Rico's situation vis-a-vis the United States, the edi-
tors propose a new conceptualization of Puerto Rican history and a new
way of approaching the colonial question. In this conceptualization the
homogenizing and hegemonic lens of nationalism is discarded in favor of a
postmodern outlook that reveals important fissures of class, race, and gen-
der. As a strategy to move the island beyond its present dilemma they pro-
pose a "mimicry of .subversion" (p. 27) and the "feminization of Puerto
Rican politics" (p. 28) in a context of "increased representation within the
centers of power" (p. 32).

The notion of mimicry is similar to what sociologists call acculturation
and Machiavelli called fraucle: deliberate performance of a role without
identification. Feminization entails the adoption of a seductive style, one
that avoids confrontation and rational persuasion. These tactics, they claim,
will allow Puerto Ricans to make the best of their disadvantage vis-a-vis the
colonial power, especially since there is no current or foreseeable "outside"
to colonialism and capitalism. No consideration is given, however, to the
question of "the Other," in this case the representatives of the colonial
power. Exactly what and whom will Puerto Ricans mimic and seduce? How
will the choice be made? Should Puerto Ricans adopt a consistent posture
against all members of the power establishment? Will Americans be flat-
tered or disgusted by these tactics?

To the question of who will adopt this strategy and who will pursue its
main objective, their answer is not clear. But because categorical subjects
such as workers, racial groups, and women cannot possibly represent them-
selves and others as well, not even under the label of "Puerto Rican," it is
clear who is disqualified. No one can claim to represent Puerto Ricans as a
unitary entity, not even, it seems, in an ad hoc fashion. The alternative
seems to be the adoption of a pluralistic cultural imaginary and the devel-
opment of a progressive social movement. This implies that even a move-
ment riddled by heterogeneity should be capable of achieving enough
coherence to pursue a political agenda. But wouldn't this require the estab-
lishment of priorities? And if so, doesn't this mean that even a fragmentary
identity must have some unitary components?

The latter question is particularly important given how strongly this
book suggests that unitary representations are intrinsically arbitrary and
false, that alterity is always conflictive and oppositional in a radical sense.
In this view the development of a shared identity, a coherent society, and a
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stable political system in Puerto Rico was basically the result of suppres-
sion and imposition from above, more often than not dictated by the colo-
nial masters. Yet this begs the question of how colonial/colonized elites
managed to accomplish all that without spilling a lot of blood. One possi-
ble answer is that the alleged impositions were actually interplays of mutu-
ally reinforcing visions and actions, as is suggested by the role of commer-
cial interests in promoting Puerto Rican culture.

It is true that the kernel within the Puerto Rican shell has been an arena
of multiple collisions: between capitalists and workers, men and women,
nationalists, autonomists, statehooders, and supporters of independence.
None of these categories, as the book rightly points out, is capable of delin-
eating homogenous experiences. But it is a mistake to think that there are
no differences among differences; in other words, it is improper to think
that conflict invariably entails alternative projects, that heterogeneity is
always a sign of irreconcilable identities or interests that cannot be grouped
under one umbrella.

It is impossible to do justice in this short review to the many interesting,
provocative, and insightful contributions contained in the thirteen essays in
this collection. Suffice it to say that all are rigorous and many are eloquent,
even poignant; some raise more questions than they answer and a few are
undercut by undecipherable jargon and tortuous convolutions. Two critical
concerns connect the chapters: the decolonization of Puerto Rico requires
the transformation of existing political schemes, cultural practices, and
modes of understanding. Furthermore, such process must entail more than
formal self-determination. In fact, this book is noteworthy because it dares
to suggest that compared to the goal of transcending the colonial legacy of
racial, gender, sexual, and class exploitation, self-determination might not
be that important after all.
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Puerto Rican Women's History: New Perspectives. FELIX V. MATOS
RODRIGUEZ & LINDA C. DELGADO (eds.). Armonk NY: M.E. Sharpe, 1998.
x + 262 pp. (Cloth US$ 62.95, Paper US$ 24.95)

HELEN I. SAFA
Center for Latin American Studies
University of Florida
Gainesville FL 32611, U.S.A.
<safa@latam.ufl.edu>

This is a welcome addition to the growing new historiography on the
Caribbean focusing on social history from a Caribbean perspective. All of
the articles deal with nineteenth- and twentieth-century Puerto Rico and
cover such topics as women and work, prostitution, the suffrage movement,
migration, and political empowerment from a gender perspective. All of the
contributors are Puerto Rican (women and men) and with one exception,
young historians resident both on the island and in the United States, where
a new generation of Puerto Rican scholars is emerging.

The sources for the new historiography differ from traditional approach-
es, with greater emphasis on oral history and testimonial literature, but this
collection falls short in giving us the voices of their historical subjects, par-
ticularly proletarian women. With the notable exception of Carmen Teresa
Whalen's narratives of contemporary Puerto Rican women migrants to
Philadelphia, the articles are confined to excerpts from letters and reports
from authorities in government, politics, and the labor movement, which
tends to emphasize the hegemonic discourse to the exclusion of counter-
responses from the women themselves. These women may therefore be
seen as passive subjects, even when this is not the authors' intent.

One of the most interesting themes emerging from several of the essays
is the role modernization played in the colonial subordination of the Puerto
Rican people, particularly women. The U.S. occupation of the island in 1898
propelled this modernization project, as part of its effort to "civilize" this
impoverished colony of Spain, improve its underdeveloped economy, and
reduce rampant poverty and high indices of illiteracy, unemployment, poor
health, and malnutrition. The U.S. government enlisted the support of the
Puerto Rican colonial government as well the Protestant church and civic
associations such as the YMCA and the Women's Christian Temperance
Union, in, for example, the early effort to eliminate prostitution in San Juan,
as Jose Flores Ramos describes.

Puerto Rican bourgeois women collaborated in the modernization effort,
in part because of their concern for general hygiene, safety, and well-being,
but also because of their own class interests. This is amply documented in
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the two excellent articles by Maria de Fatima Barcelo-Miller and Gladys M.
Jimenez-Mufioz on the differing goals of elite and working-class women's
associations in the women's suffrage movement. Despite their alliance, elite
women clearly used working-class women to further their own interests, ini-
tially limiting the vote to literate women, which also served to reinforce their
supremacy over their uneducated sisters and their proximity to the coloniz-
er. The extent to which race was used to mark these class divisions is not
clear and needs further research. Marital patterns were also class differenti-
ated, and U.S. efforts to reduce consensual unions may have served to fur-
ther stigmatize low-income women (Findlay 1998).

Modernization transformed the Puerto Rican economy, resulting in pro-
found changes in the gender composition of the labor force, as Juan Jose
Baldrich shows in his analysis of the decline of male artisans in the Puerto
Rican cigar-making industry in the early twentieth century. Male employ-
ment in the sugar industry declined with the initiation of the government
sponsored industrialization program known as Operation Bootstrap in the
late 1940s, which initially employed primarily women in the garment indus-
try. Although, as Felix O. Mufiiz-Mas indicates, the proponents of Bootstrap
intended to uphold the notion of the male breadwinner, the program eventu-
ally established women as critical contributors to the Puerto Rican house-
hold economy (Safa 1995).

It is gratifying that more scholars have begun to tackle the notion of the
male breadwinner and to analyze state policy from a gender perspective,
but I am surprised that the idea of casalcalle, a Spanish concept brought to
Puerto Rico and fundamental to gender differences, is not even mentioned
in the entire collection. The assignment of women to the casa, or home, and
men to the calle, or street, suggests that the public/private divide was even
greater in the Hispanic Caribbean than in the United States, and reflected
negatively upon women who worked outside the home (Safa 1995), as sev-
eral of the contributors to this volume substantiate. But a full treatment of
the development of the concept of the male breadwinner in the Caribbean
and Latin America has yet to be written.
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Nineteen ninety-eight marked the 25th anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the
U.S. Supreme Court decision legalizing abortion. In the wake of controver-
sies over welfare reform and reproductive rights, we still have a limited
understanding of the ways by which Latinas in the United States, and
Puerto Rican women in particular, use abortion to control their fertility and
ultimately their lives. Telling Their Stories begins to address this void. Jean
P. Peterman seeks to address a cultural contradiction within the communi-
ty under study, "this high rate of abortion coupled with sexually conserva-
tive ethnic and religious traditions" (p. 1). She draws upon the personal nar-
ratives of Puerto Rican women living in Chicago to demonstrate how
women reconcile contradictory cultural norms and values in the abortion
decision-making process. By drawing upon the work of Laurel Richardson
(1990), Peterman compares and contrasts cultural stories vs. collective sto-
ries or narratives to explain how women manage their fertility and resist
male control. In her view, Puerto Rican women's cultural stories support the
normative order. They focus upon virginity, family, motherhood, and male
dominance. By contrast, the collective story contradicts this cultural story
as women give voice to their lived experiences and develop new levels of
consciousness that may or may not motivate them to work for social
change.

Peterman begins by providing her own cultural narrative to inform read-
ers about her scholarly and political activism. The ethnographic text that
follows is an integral part of a broader commitment to feminist and abor-
tion rights movements. Rather than concentrating on the experiences of
white working and middle-class women, as she had done in an earlier study,
she focuses on Puerto Rican poor and working-poor women, "a traditional-
ly excluded group" (p. 7). While Puerto Rican women have been excluded
in the social science literature on feminism and abortion rights, they have
been the subject of numerous fertility and overpopulation studies. These
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studies have fueled public policy initiatives and practices and they have
curtailed women's reproductive rights (see Ramirez de Arellano & Seipp
1983). Peterman briefly addresses these issues in her introduction in order
to focus specifically on the lives of twenty women.

Telling Their Stories is an important contribution to an emerging body
of literature on the experiences of Puerto Ricans in urban enclaves in the
mid-western United States. Chapter 2 reveals the varied and complex rea-
sons why women have an abortion. These women must find ways to ensure
their emotional and physical well-being. Several women for example, ter-
minated their pregnancies in order to complete their high school education
and/or pursue their post-secondary education. Each one understood how
their limited education would impact not only her own well-being but also
that of a child. Young women also considered the educational level, eco-
nomic well-being, and maturity level of their partners and their family in
the decision-making process. Making these assessments and decisions has
always been emotionally taxing. Some women wished they had more time.
Others knew upon reflection that they had made not only the right decision,
but the best decision under the circumstances. Some women experienced
emotional and physical abandonment once their partner became aware of
the pregnancy. Some partners encouraged or coerced women to have abor-
tions, while others sought to exercise greater control via the institution of
marriage, a route that often resulted in marital dissolution in the long-term.
In the midst of emotional turmoil, many of these women had to reconcile
cultural expectations regarding appropriate sexual behavior, relationships,
and gender roles as they sought to exercise their desire to grow as inde-
pendent women.

Chapter 3 demonstrates that women positioned themselves within "a
male dominated culture" in complex ways (p. 27). They made choices
based on their subject position and on their assessment of their relationship
with their partner. At this juncture Peterman reveals how cultural stories are
reproduced and contested via collective narratives. But the differences
between cultural stories and the collective stories were not always readily
apparent.

The narratives contained in Chapters 4-6 demonstrate that despite reve-
latory moments and narratives, patriarchal values and norms were still
embedded in collective stories. Cultural stories and collective stories were
also imbued with idealized values and norms of Euro-American society that
potentially render alternative values and practices as traditional or back-
ward. Puerto Rican women must contend with these cultural myths and sto-
ries in their collective storytelling. Peterson needs to elaborate upon this by
interpreting the stories even further. A resistance to the term "feminist," for
example, exemplified the need to engage in multiple and nuanced readings
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of the women's narratives. Some of the Puerto Rican women in this collec-
tion did not want to be identified with "white" feminism, and yet many
lived out their lives as feminists. Others did not want to attribute male dom-
inance exclusively to Puerto Rican males thereby resisting the Eurocentric
Latino macho male myth. The narratives conveyed that many of these
women understood how hierarchies based on gender, sex, race, and class
are embedded in families and societies and enacted in everyday cultural
practice. Peterman concludes by demonstrating that speaking out about
abortion with others helped the Puerto Rican women in the study to rede-
fine abortion, as well as their womanhood, more positively.
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The historiography of Jamaica has come a long way, from Fernando
Henriques's Jamaica, Land of Wood and Water (1964), in which blacks are
categorized with the plantation stock, to Sherlock and Bennett's The Story
of the Jamaican People (1998), in which they are treated as being among
the founders of civilization. Unlike other histories of the island published
since emancipation (see, for example, Black 1965; Hurwitz & Hurwitz
1971; Gardner 1971), The Story of the Jamaican People is not in the typi-
cal genre of a colonial history; it is a history of a people.
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Yet the book presents a picture of Jamaica that is both bleak and bright.
It is written to inspire Jamaicans, but it also condemns the horrible planta-
tion regime upon which the nation, indeed the region, was founded. The
modern history of the region began with an error of navigation and was nur-
tured on greed, cruelty, and cultural arrogance. For blacks the outcome was,
in the words of George Lamming, "a fractured consciousness" (p. 294).
Jamaica's history began in a portentous unequalness, symbolically and
actually represented in Cristobal Colon and his band of conquistadores
trading worthless curios with the native Tainos for their finely crafted
implements. The journey through the centuries brought this small isle to
envision itself as a nation "fitted by its record of cultural achievement to
contribute significantly to the unity and happiness of our [global] ship-
mates" (p. 411). Situated ambiguously as it has been at the center of mod-
ern history but on the peripheries of international relations of power,
Jamaica is still navigating its way through the contradictions conceived in
the Colon-Taino trade.

The story pivots on the theme of the creation of a unified nation out of
conflicting interests and understandings. Jamaica's flat lands permitted
industrial-scale plantations, but the mountains have always embraced
escapees. Control by a small number of absentee white plantation owners
contributed to brutal neglect of the island, but the large numbers of black
imported laborers facilitated generalized revolt. The maroons fought
valiantly for their freedom, but later collaborated with planters against run-
away slaves to maintain that freedom. Adjustment to servitude and post-
plantation oppression has always kindled divisive violence in the very peo-
ple known for their cooperative spirit and eternal warmth. For much of this
history, Jamaica was, as the authors remark, not a nation but a name; no one
called Jamaica home (p. 156). The contradictions germinated the dialecti-
cal seed of nationhood, however — a process of self-formation born in the
tumultuous days of urban proletarian protest of the 1930s and coming of
age in the nationalist decolonization struggles of the 1950s and 1960s.

The very first line of the book's introduction establishes its tone: "In this
book the authors tell the story of the Jamaican from an African-Jamaican,
not a European, point of view" (p. xi). They then quickly go on to argue that
"the Jamaican people have never accepted what was presented to them as
the history of Jamaica. The heroes of the British Empire are not their
heroes. Their battlefields are in African-America, in Palmares ... in
Accompong" (p. xi). This sets the stage for grounding the story in Africa -
"the homeland." But this grounding is less strictly historiographic than
vaguely cosmological, what locals might call a "navel string" grounding.

The titles of the first three chapters - "Honour the Ancestors," "On
Claiming our Great Heritage," and "Africa, the Original Homeland" - are
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not only accurately descriptive of content, but intended to be evocative of
a rebellion in historical consciousness. The authors tell us that this history
begins with a tribute of loving respect for the Jamaican and West Indian
people, and quote George Lamming on his desire to bring "this world of
men and women from down below to a proper order of attention" (p. 1). But
lest the reader begin to think this work is blind to non-African Jamaica, they
immediately move to recognize the coming of the Jews as early as the six-
teenth century, and later the Indians, Chinese, Lebanese, and Syrians. And
the three historical icons venerated for their inspiration in nation building
are George Washington, Simon Bolivar, and Toussaint L'Ouverture.

Chapter 4 begins the conceptual task of replacing the "colonial model"
of Jamaican history and society with a "world perspective," and Chapter 5,
less than eight pages, begins the empirical grounding of this world per-
spective with a consideration of the indigenous peoples of the region. The
story then shifts to the coming of those entities, Spain and Britain, whose
single-minded attention to gain would necessarily distort and obscure the
story of those whose labor produced that gain. Ultimately, the heritage that
is claimed is the heritage of slave rebellions, maroon wars, and postslavery
struggles for freedom under leaders from Paul Bogle to Bob Marley. But it
is also the heritage of "freedom and justice to be found in English history"
and encoded in the Magna Carta.

The story soon turns from attention to heritage, honor, and homeland to
consideration of colonial creation. The authors self-consciously place their
narrative firmly in a global perspective, wider than the colonial world
which has so typically framed our historical thinking. Branding this the
"long view of African and human history" (p. 33), they begin with the hunt-
ing and gathering peoples of the early period and move on to the settled
centers of "civilization" such as Egypt, Mesopotamia, India, and China.
The intent is to eschew what they appropriately see as the "fracturing influ-
ences of imperial Europe," and to engender instead a sense of the essential
unity of humanity. Buried in this schema is an all too simplified, even dis-
torting, unilinear evolution.

The heart of the book - Chapters 6 through 29 - retells the story of con-
quest, settlement, the emergence of a profoundly divided society, the birth of
nationalist consciousness in the late 1930s to 1940s, and the beginning of
economic development thinking in the 1950s to 1960s. The final chapter,
"Culture and Nationhood," pulls together a wide spectrum of events and
individual accomplishments pertaining to art, politics, and performance, in
order to underscore that nation-building is as much culture-building as insti-
tution-building. Above all, the story of nation-building is about how African
Jamaicans rejected the plantation and post-plantation systems and, at the
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same time, adjusted with ferocity, ingenuity, long suffering, and humor. To
use a Jamaican saying, they are able to tek' bad somt'ing mek! laugh.

Where the book soars is not in recounting the major wars and rebellions
(about which much has already been written - for example, Hart 1985; Holt
1992), but in the telling of the human side of the struggle, the everyday cre-
ativity of the folk in overcoming adversity. Here the authors show deep
knowledge and sensitive appreciation of local culture, drawing heavily, as
no Jamaican historian before them has done, on popular expressive idioms.
The technique brings to mind E. P. Thompson's The Making of the English
Working Class - not so much for its grand theoretical intent and fine-
grained ethnohistorical research, but with the same common-people-as-his-
torical-agents effect. In that vein, the struggle of Jamaican plantation and
post-plantation workers is put in the broader historical context of the devel-
opment of the English working class in response to the demands of the
Industrial Revolution.

The book's significance lies less in the impressive synthesis it achieves
than in the modality of its interpretation: the African-Jamaican perspective.
Two discursive vehicles used to enable this perspective deserve critical
comment: the emphasis on liberation of consciousness, and the wide use of
local sociocultural material. The authors raise the question: "Why do
Jamaicans avert their eyes from their history, when in all countries the
teaching of history is an opportunity to build up a basic nationalism and
patriotism in the mind of a child" (p. 8). They answer this question by pre-
senting a history which seems intended less to provide academic historians
with a paradigmatic shift - though it may serve that purpose — than to pro-
vide an intellectual balm yard, a rallying point for revitalizing national con-
sciousness. It is, in a phrase, a transparently nationalist history.

By contextualizing the Jamaican story as part of the "long view of
African and human history," we get a sense of Jamaicans not as mere sur-
vivors of European avarice and arrogance, but as mindful historical agents.
Thus, we are treated to a humanist interweaving of ideas and activities from
abolitionists William Wilberforce and Granville Sharp to black Baptist mis-
sionaries George Lisle and Moses Baker; from nineteenth-century
Jamaican activist George William Cordon to ex-slave Paul Bogle; and from
nativist religious leader Bedward to today's Rastafarian activists. Politics
and religion are treated as unified. The effect of Voltaire's play, Saul, and
Rousseau's Social Contract, are viewed alongside the declaration of a local
hymn, "Since Christ Has Made Us Free," in their synthesized effect on
local and regional liberatory history.

But the Jamaican perspective is still, above all, an Afrocentric one.
Sherlock and Bennett move beyond the decades-old debate about African
cultural survivals in the Americas to consideration of Africa in its own right
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as a key player. Anthropologists and other ethnohistorically-leaning schol-
ars may find some lack here. Colonially-imposed categorizations such as
"tribe," and racial taxonomic terms such as "mongoloid," "negroid," and
"Bushmanoid" are used uncritically (p. 20). And we are told, without men-
tion of regional and cultural variations, that by 1000 A.D., peoples of black
Africa were living in settled communities and were becoming politically
organized (p. 22). One cannot fail to notice the intransigence of the episte-
mological legacy encoded in the categories the authors have inherited and
continue to deploy.

Thus, applying the concepts of "relevance" and "continuity," Sherlock
and Bennett weave threads of historical unity/continuity in the African her-
itage and its place in the "long view of humanity" by discussing three
ancient leaders: Sargon, king of the city of Kish; Abraham, the father of the
Jewish people; and Moses, who led the Jews out of bondage. These leaders
are made representative of three transformations in the evolution of civiliza-
tion relevant to the Jamaican experience: the development of urban centers,
the institutionalization of monotheism, and the liberation of the Hebrews
leading to the arrival of the Bible in Jamaica. But there is an apparently unin-
tended subtext here. Sargon was a ruthless empire builder, and Abraham and
Moses were representative of the rise and spread of monotheism. The sub-
text amounts to a statement of unity in human achievement predicated on
"bringers of civilization." There is no recognition of cultural relativism in
evolution; the concepts of achievement and civilization which inform this
rendition are necessarily tainted by Eurocentric understandings: civilization
is marked by an implied virtue in sedentariness, in "complex" sociopolitical
organization, in monotheism, in large-scale architecture, and so on. Yet, the
question of what constitutes the embodiment of virtue in human evolution -
in a universal sense, if there is such - is not yet a settled one.

The second expression of the African-Jamaican perspective may be seen
in the emphasis on indigenous political, aesthetic, economic, and general
cultural creations. Despite the authors' rich, uplifting list of individual and
collective achievements, their rendition of political progress and economic
development (Chapter 29), for example, accepts uncritically the long dis-
credited clientelist political practices of the 1940s to the 1960s. And in
broader terms, they also turn a blind eye to the ecologically and socially
destructive Euro-American growth model of development. After decades of
use, not only has this model failed to effectively address pernicious eco-
nomic injustice, but it deepens its hold on the society by fostering a con-
sciousness that is increasingly shaped by individualism and consumerism.
The book therefore misses an opportunity to rekindle the critical discourse
about social development eclipsed by the assertion of supply-side laissez
fa ire ideas in the 1980s.
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Quibbles aside, this book's inspiring and accessible telling of Jamaican
history is a significant contribution to the emergent thinking that challenges
the categories of thought and knowledge bequeathed under the twin yoke of
greed and cultural arrogance. The real beneficiaries of this bold intellectu-
al labor of love and respect for a people will be secondary and postsec-
ondary students, who will find in it a history that speaks not just to their
intellect but to their spirit as well.
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/ / the Irish Ran the World is the most authentic account of any aspect of
Montserrat's history to have appeared in print and the author has critiqued
nearly all such accounts which is a valuable by-product of his book. This is
not just a unique case study of a Caribbean fanning colony but an insight-
ful study of a particular ethnic subgroup of European fortune seekers in the
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Caribbean sun. It is first and foremost a history of Montserrat, but it is also
an intriguing illumination of plantation ways and colonizing behaviors in
these Caribbean outposts.

The strength of Akenson's work lies in his refusal to accept historical
generalizations and entrenched "verities" if they are not evidenced, and his
ability to unearth exciting revelations adducing reference and inference in
support. As a result he has pushed back rich frontiers in Montserratian and
Caribbean history of sugar and slavery. Let me illustrate my own general-
izations. The Irish of Montserrat are not just Irish, or even just Catholics
and Protestants, but "native Irish," "Old English," and "New English," and
to treat them as homogeneous is to miss critical nuances of behavior and
relationships which have shaped the history of the island including "the
bent and beastly personalities behind society's formal institutions" (p. 59).

One of the central truths of the so-called sugar revolution of the seven-
teenth-century Caribbean is the radical demographic change whereby the
black population increased and the whites decreased as indentured servants
who couldn't capitalize sugar latifundia emigrated (Parry & Sherlock
1956). In Montserrat, the transition to a sugar monoculture took a longer
time (1680-1730), allowing opportunities for the small farmer. This lag
hinted at by this writer (Fergus 1975), but made explicit by Akenson (pp.
65-66) with logical argument is an important contribution to Caribbean his-
toriography. In Montserrat the reduction in the white population was not an
artefact of the large farm replacing the small one as Eric Williams, for
instance, argues (1970). It was due rather to military and natural disasters
and political factors with a religious overlay. On a related matter, Akenson
has shown that Montserrat was late into the big sugar field and made an
early exit - another suggestion that any rigorous exploration of history must
question facile generalizations.

This book is about the Irish ruling the world and part of its fascination
lies in its explosion of multiple myths and their replacement by rigorous
analysis of available data. Religion and rulership have to be of interest in a
book on the Irish and Akenson addresses these themes. Some of us have
glibly written of Montserrat as an asylum for Irish Catholics. Maybe it was,
but it is Akenson who painstakingly argues that it was not a religious
colony. There was no resident Catholic priest before 1756, there was prob-
ably no Catholic church building before 1852, and there is no evidence that
Montserrat was a pastoral priority for the Catholic authorities. Besides it
was not always politically and economically prudent to call oneself a
Catholic; economic and political interest took precedence over religious
piety and practice.

And what of the tradition of a kinder, gentler Irish slaveholder who
empathized with the oppressed because of his own experience in the cru-
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cible of persecution? It is but a myth, says Akenson, who is not about to
tickle any fancies about the Irish diaspora by compromising the data.
Montserratian blacks were just as much dehumanized by the Irish as they
would have been in any British colony, he convincingly contends. For why,
then, did the slaves mainly plan an insurrection to overthrow slave owners
who were mostly Catholic Irish on St. Patrick's Day 1768?

The very issue of religious persecution which is central to a colony
generated by religious intolerance has to be explored with caution a la
Akenson. Governor Roger Osborne though a Protestant was too venal and
practical a man to allow religion to destabilize his colony. He turned a blind
eye at visiting Catholic priests provided they kept a low profile. To quote
one of Akenson's many pithy formulations: "The Roman Catholic church
was inhibited by the authorities but not seriously prohibited" (pp. 154-55).

The permanent legacies of the Irish in Montserrat are presumably
important for determining what life would be like if the Irish ran the world.
In addressing this Akenson identifies two traditions - the "Hibernicist,"
which he associates with American anthropologist John Messenger, and an
"Africanist," associated with this writer and others obliquely accused by
Messenger of "verging in some cases on counter-racism" (1994:16). He
attributes a significant Irish legacy to Montserrat including oral art, dance,
styles, music, cuisine, motor pattern, language codes of etiquette, and hos-
pitality. Akenson has shown that much of this is fancy and conjecture rather
than fact, but the Hibernicist tradition is nevertheless useful to entrepre-
neurs in search of tourist dollars.

Similarly he correctly points to inventions in the Africanist tradition and
denies certain claims of African retentions made by local historians. What
cannot be gainsaid is that ethnically the island is almost'totally African and
further investigation could well reveal that Africa in Montserrat is much
more than skin deep.

In weighing up both traditions, Akenson demonstrates both scholarly
balance and generosity allowing some value for invented traditions. But his
own approach leaves no doubt about the value of objective search for his-
torical truth. Perhaps he needs to be wary though of those who think that
blacks who affirm their blackness are necessarily racist. But the book is not
just about Montserrat. It is about the Irish and it is Akenson's inevitable
conclusion that they were not essentially different from other Western
Europeans in plantation leadership style.

This is an excellent book, not just for its revelations but for its method-
ology and strenuous interpretation of details. It is very readable, with lines
sometimes verging on the poetic without being distractive. Messenger's
vision crashes like "an overloaded cargo airplane on a remote island moun-
tain top" (p. 180). Perhaps. If the Irish Ran the World is in its totality a sem-
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inal work which should take its place with other classic monographs in
Caribbean history.
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As Caribbean nations wrestle with the difficulties of finding their niche in
the global village and attempt to come to terms with the economic impli-
cations of the World Trade Organization (WTO), the publication of this
book is as timely as it is significant to the region's contemporary literature.
Its intellectual appeal should be broad, with social scientists, historians,
and agriculturists finding much to interest them in this thoroughly re-
searched and well-documented volume.

Larry Grossman writes with a deep conviction garnered principally
from a year spent in a banana-growing community, given the pseudonym of
Restin Hill, in St. Vincent during 1988-89. Subsequently, he returned at reg-
ular intervals to observe the fluctuating fortunes of banana producers as
they coped with the vagaries of rainfall and other local hazards, as well as
the exogenously imposed policies pertaining to changing cultivation prac-
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tices and methods of packing aimed at enhancing the quality of exported
bananas. Since 1992 there has been growing uncertainty as to whether the
Windward Islands' producers could maintain their favored trading status for
bananas in the United Kingdom, as regulations were liberalized initially
through the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, and now the WTO.
Such uncertainty has demoralized St. Vincent's banana producers, who
realize they cannot compete against multinational producers in Latin
America. Thus life for the residents of Restin Hill promises to be anything
but restful in the immediate future.

In the preface to this study, Grossman provides a comprehensive litera-
ture review of political ecology and contract farming. An articulate case is
made for applying the political ecology approach to his study. By amalga-
mating components of human ecology, which has traditionally focused
upon relationships between people and their environment, with those of
political economy, with its concern for appreciating the nature and rele-
vance of inequities in a society's wealth and power, political ecology has a
spectrum broad enough to study the gamut of factors from the WTO and the
state (the United Kingdom and Vincentian governments) down to individ-
ual banana producers.

As the framework of political ecology incorporates a historical perspec-
tive, Chapter 1 surveys the century-long relationship between the West
Indian banana industry and the United Kingdom. Attention is given to the
Windward Islands and problems confronting their producers since the cre-
ation within the European Union of the Single European Market, whereby
preferential regulations and tariffs are to be removed for small developing
countries exporting bananas, such as St. Vincent.

Subsequent chapters proceed deductively: first by examining the
Windward Island banana industry and its contract farming scheme; then by
detailing the development of peasant agriculture in St. Vincent which tradi-
tionally produced food crops, but since the 1950s increasingly emphasized
banana cultivation; and, finally, by providing insights of village life in
Restin Hill, a representative banana-producing community in St. Vincent.
At timely intervals in these chapters, Grossman underscores the merits of
employing the political ecology approach. When describing the character of
the village and its residents, particular attention is given to the issues of
gender, age, the nature of wage labor, patterns of land tenure, variations in
farm size and fragmentation, the characteristics of land use as they pertain
to bananas, and the tending of livestock. It is surprising that Grossman as
an anthropologist does not give more information about the social and cul-
tural attributes of these residents in order to provide a better understanding
of their attitudes to farming. For example, no reference is made to religious
affiliation or farmer's age as they directly influence attitudes to farming.
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Such considerations might have implications for the three remaining
themes in this book, which deal with the questions of labor, food, and the
environment. In these chapters, thought provoking discussions are made of:
the dilemma confronted by banana-producing contract farmers who, being
at the mercy of capital and state, have no likelihood of sustaining their mar-
ket in the EU given WTO policies; the growing dependency of St. Vincent
upon imported food, which given WTO regulations is attractively priced
vis-a-vis local fruit, vegetables, and livestock products; and the implica-
tions that agrochemical use has upon environmental degradation and what
Grossman calls the "environmental rootedness" of agriculture - their appli-
cation being required to improve the quality and quantity of banana pro-
duction.

With this book being the first intensive application of the political ecol-
ogy framework to investigate small-scale agriculture in the Caribbean, it is
an important publication - one effectively amplifying ideas propounded by
Grossman's noteworthy 1993 AAAG article. This carefully crafted piece of
scholarship should provide much "grist for the mill" of intellectual debate
concerning future policies for developing the region's agricultural sector.
For those to whom political ecology holds a special appeal, then, it may
serve as a useful paradigm.
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In the preface to Common Law and Colonised Peoples, Jeannine Purdy
writes: "This study is an attempt to understand my own, very cruel, culture"
(p. ix). The sentence grips you. As it turns out, this is the first of several
provocative statements in a book that covers a wide range of issues in law
and society research. Purdy gives voice to ordinary men and women whose
authority rests on the experiences of their lives (which often includes their
time in prison), demonstrates the resonance between Marxism and subordi-
nated peoples' understanding of law, diagnoses how law is "actively con-
stitutive of ethnic and racial inequality" (p. 4), and contends with the thorny
issues of the meaning of postcolonialism and cultural autonomy, as well as
the relationship between theoretical knowledge and political activism. Even
so, the provocative statement that begins the book alerts us to its central
problem: Purdy assumes that there is a singular British colonial legal cul-
ture which allows for a comparison between the disparate peoples and soci-
eties of Trinidad and Western Australia.

Purdy is an Australian lawyer with extensive previous experience in the
legal affairs of indigenous Australians. Having gone to Trinidad to "see
how legal systems which were derived from the common law operated in
different social contexts" (p. 5), she investigated how people who were
once subjected to colonial oppression fare as subjects of a now-independ-
ent judicial administration, albeit one that retains much of the content and
structures of its colonial past. She interviewed former prisoners and various
officials, analyzed newspapers, legal, and prison records, and sat in magis-
trate's courts over a period of several months in an effort to determine
which Trinidadians are most likely to come before the courts and, of these,
which are most likely to be imprisoned. Her findings confirm the continu-
ing importance of a Marxist theoretical framework; peoples' conscious and
unconscious attitudes of class and racial prejudice penetrate legal process-
es. She concludes that the people who are picked up by the police and the
people who go to prison tend to be those who are phenotypically "blacker,"
whether of African or East Indian descent (p. 113). (To accept the argument
that phenotype influences incarceration rates, however, one must rely on
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Purdy's "objectivity" in reporting phenotypes, rather than on the self-
reported "color" of those she observed in court.)

There is similar racial discrimination in Western Australia, although the
central players in this story are indigenous Australians who are oppressed
by white Australians. As in Trinidad, prisoners in the contemporary courts
in Western Australia are dark-skinned and charged with petty offenses. In
her exegesis on the Australian system, Purdy traces the history of the exploi-
tation of indigenous people at the hands of whites who first dispossessed
them of their lands, placing them on reservations, missions, and settle-
ments, and later attempted various schemes of "assimilation." Indigenous
Australians were legally abused in a variety of ways over time: they were
subjected to special laws which did not apply to other Australians, paid less
than other workers, deprived of their own children, ignored in their
attempts to claim land, and subjected to police harassment and outright
physical abuse.

Students of Caribbean law will welcome Purdy's contribution to our
understanding of how law functions in lower courts in Trinidad, her astute
discussion of the creation of social distance between court personnel and
defendants (p. 118-20), and her analysis of crime and prison statistics, not
to mention her intriguing and sometimes painfully candid account of the tri-
als and tribulations of trying to do fieldwork when people resist the field-
worker's hypotheses about whether issues of race and class permeate the
legal process. Similarly, legal scholars and sociologists of law will find in
this text well-documented case studies of the legal abuse of indigenous
Australians and of their struggle to resist those abuses. In discussing the
plight of indigenous Australians, Purdy draws upon her own experiences as
a member of the Royal Commission inquiry into the death of John Pat, a
sixteen-year-old boy who died in custody after a brawl with an off-duty
police officer (p. 88).

Although I found much to hold my attention in Common Law and
Colonised Peoples, Purdy did not convince me that there is one cruel cul-
ture responsible for both the fate of poor and dark-skinned Trinidadians and
the treatment of the indigenous peoples of Western Australia. Nor was I
convinced that the legal relations that created the "criminal other" as a cat-
egory, or even the category itself, are comparable in these two places. The
historical and anthropological record suggests instead that lawmakers and
law enforcers are cruel to men and women in different ways in different
times and places, and for different social, political, and economic purposes.
It follows that the practical consequences and symbolic content of law and
legal processes bear different historical and legal meaning across time and
cultures.
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I found it a pleasure to review these books; one I enjoyed at length. (This
journal's establishment of the brilliantly motivating "Hall of Shame" for
dilatory reviewers has, at least for this reader, given whole new meaning to
the scholarly imperative: "publish or perish"!) Barbara Lalla's Defining
Jamaican Fiction traces a literary history that moves from the "Outside In"
of European Romanticism in West Indian space to the "Inside Out" of a lit-
erature at home in the "rock-bound interior" (p. 201) of marronage as hid-
ing place and vantage point, while Renu Juneja's Caribbean Transactions
is framed by the author's own readerly travel from University of Delhi
anglocentrism, through Renaissance drama studies in the United States, to
"a different brand of literature, one that speaks ... resonantly to her own
life" and that makes the Caribbean itself "an inviting home" (p. ix). These
are passionate monographs - scholarly, precise, and committed - and each
of them seeks a critical route into West Indian writing that avoids the well-
traveled highways of mainstream literary criticism.

For Lalla, that route is the topos of marronage. The figure of the
Jamaican Maroon stands at the center of her definitional gambit, and her
monograph argues that in one or another of its figural redactions - the unas-
similable Caliban, the defiant isolationist, the alienated outsider, the
Anancy traveler - the theme of marronage comprises an organizing princi-
ple for the multiple literary representations of Jamaican ways of being.
Such a gambit, needless to say, places the monograph in danger of becom-
ing yet another "theme x in field y" literary study - a mode of analysis that
almost always results in the triumphant reduction of multiple forms of cul-
tural difference within the space of the nation, to the participatory unity of
a single, and essentialized, principle for social identification and inclusion.
But Lalla is in fact less concerned with locating Maroon characters and
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marronage themes in literature than with developing the concept of mar-
ronage as a methodology for analyzing a pervasive "sense of distance" (p.
1) in the fiction, one inextricably tied to the social functioning of that fic-
tion as a literature of resistance.

And so, although the book does devote a great deal of its attention to the
cataloguing of "various personae who are in some way off-center and sep-
arate from 'civilized' community: ... the stranger, the vagrant, the bumpkin,
the trickster, the savage, the rebel, the lunatic, the zombie, the reject, and
the outcast" (p. 19), its most interesting manoeuvre lies in its thesis that
marronage as perspective offers Jamaican literary criticism a methodology
for indigenizing critical practice. The manoeuvre permits the yoking
together of documents that would not normally plough in the same fields:
fictional works written by Europeans and "associated with Jamaica," on the
one hand, and fictional works written by Jamaicans, and characterized by
their deep familiarity with Jamaican resonances in language and style, on
the other. It also permits Lalla to focus closely on language-use in the texts
as a way of registering distance; and it is here - in the sustained analysis of
tense- and code-switching in Jamaican writing, in the careful explication of
how semantic fields in literature organize the making of fictional worlds, in
the rigorous examination of how representations of linguistic crisis struc-
turally confront cognitive presuppositions about culture, gender, race, age,
history, continuance, and survival - that Defining Jamaican Fiction makes
its defining critical contribution.

Lalla's work is at its best in its deployment of feminist linguistics to the
tracking of "perceptual and conceptual orientation" in Jamaican fiction, and
it is marked by strong literary historical scholarship. Her archival digging
is impressive, and her discussion of Cyrus Perkins's "generally unknown"
document "Busha's Mistress; or, Catherine the Fugitive," written in 1855
but published in 1911 in the Daily Telegraph and Guardian, in itself com-
prises an eloquent argument for why it is that Perkins's story, "the earliest
text to have been written by a local author" (p. 36), simply must be repub-
lished. The most prominent weakness in Lalla's careful argument is its sus-
tained reliance on the unexamined assumption that an indigenizing critical
manoeuvre - in this case, the reading of Jamaican literature through mar-
ronage dialectics - must necessarily be a decolonizing one. A critical prac-
tice that seeks a single and unifying definition of national character - and
this would include a critical practice that seeks to ground that nation to a
unifying thematics of resistance - must at some level support the cultural
work of those modalities of cultural taxonometrics that proved so useful to
the imperial project of knowing the Other, even when that practice goes
radically in the direction of insider knowledge.
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Like Lalla, Renu Juneja seeks a critical route into West Indian writing
through an elaboration of something residual in the literature itself, and not
through something mapped out by the soiled hand of Eurocentric literary
theory. But where Lalla's commitment is to a specific figural dialectic as a
prism for cultural reading, Juneja's commitment in Caribbean Transactions
is to a macro-narrative, and she arranges the chapters in her book so that a
Caribbean story about "a process of self-definition" (p. 22) gets retold
through a sequenced arrangement of close textual readings. Juneja is refresh-
ingly honest about the fact that her readings are positioned as outsider look-
ing in, and she begins her discussion with a useful meditation on how one
is to listen to "the texts themselves" (p. 2) in the fashioning of a theoretical
methodology. For Juneja, that listening leads to the belief, widely under-
scored by the kind of Commonwealth literary criticism that prevailed in the
1970s, that postcolonial "self-definition" takes place through a series of
"stages" in the writing, as though a regional or national literature were a
human being growing up, struggling with authority, and at last coming into
possession of its full adulthood. Juneja's innovation on this critical model,
however, is to predicate it on texts written variously within the last thirty
years rather than on a chronological sequence of texts published over a long
period in Caribbean writing. It is as though the story of self-fashioning is
taking place all at once in recent literature, and can be told at any time in
the Caribbean transactional archive.

The structure of Caribbean Transactions is therefore its argument, and
it looks like this. An opening chapter on Caribbean women's Bildungsroman
by Merle Hodge and Jamaica Kincaid examines how "the leaving of child-
hood and of country ... is metonymic of a cultural stage where the disloca-
tion is overcome through a controlled inner schism which allows for the
possibility of a return" (p. 15). This stage of childhood dislocation opens
the way to a chapter on the "backward glance" in Paule Marshall and
George Lamming, where "the personal crisis of the protagonists becomes a
synecdoche for a cultural crisis" and where "folk culture is valorized as the
resource for psychological and cultural re-formation" (p. 51). This is fol-
lowed by the cultural reconstruction stage, narrativized by Earl Lovelace.
And this by a two-part stage, fictionalized by Dennis Scott and Ismith Khan,
the first involving cultural resistance embodied in restored practices, the
second involving cultural resistance enacted by fully conscious human
agents. This resistance stage gives way to the "self-creation through writ-
ing" stage, which Juneja elaborates in two chapters on VS. Naipaul. The
process completes itself when "cultural contradictions, intertextuality, hybrid-
ity, transforming mimicry, struggle with history, validation of folk culture,
the backward glance that looks forward, self-conscious engagement with the
role of the artist - all these come together in Walcott's Omeros" (p. 16).
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In large part, the value of this kind of critical manoeuvre lies in its gen-
uine commitment to putting the logics of the local first. Juneja joins forces
with "the growing body of scholars who believe that the creative writers of
the Caribbean have been at the vanguard of the discourse about colonial-
ism" (p. 2), and her monograph accordingly passes on to its readers what
Juneja believes the creative texts of those writers have collectively told to
her. This commitment to faithful listening permits some very strong close
readings of individual texts, and - especially in the chapters on Naipaul - a
willingness to engage with the words on the page themselves rather than
with the social text of the writer as it appears in the established critical reg-
ister. But for me, at least, it also raises some basic questions about Juneja's
critical project itself. What does it mean, for example, to assert this specif-
ic grouping of fictional themes and arguments as a set of stages, and then
to ground those stages to texts that are written more or less coterminously?
Wouldn't the logic of the publication dates alone imply that these are not
stages in a historically sequenced process of self-definition but creative
representations of cultural activities that necessarily take place together?
Wouldn't this also imply that earlier literary works carry much the same
capacity for resistance and self-definition as more recent works, and that
the "stage" of, say, political resistance in a literature can never give over to
"the process of self-creation envisaged through the trope of writing" (p. 168)?

Juneja's text begins its sequence of critical close readings by invoking as
a "fitting muse" for what follows the figure of Celia, a "very young female
slave" who was executed in Missouri in 1855 for the so-called "murder" of
the "sixty-year-old white master who had bought her five years earlier as a
sexual replacement for his wife" (p. 21). There can be no question that just
about every critical shibboleth, Caribbean or otherwise, remains urgently in
need of foundational feminist interrogation and revision, and in this invo-
cation Juneja's text joins hands with Lalla's in gesturing to a pathway that
Caribbean critical practice must continue to follow if it is to advance the
project of methodological decolonization. But macro-narratives, whatever
their claims to faithfulness, have a disturbing habit of telling stories with res-
onances other than those we intended: in this, they are in the world in the
same way that fictions are, and that world comprises not only multiple histo-
ries and practices of oppression but also multiple methods for reading those
practices, and multiple modalities for imagining social change. Juneja, in my
view, is a little too hasty to foreclose on the theoretical possibilities opened
by theorists such as Michel Foucault, Homi Bhabha, and Gayatri Spivak (a
typographical "he" on p. 13), simply because they write from elsewhere.
Their work might have called into question what it means to advance a
macro-narrative of emerging Caribbean self-definition in quite this pro-
gressivist and positivist a fashion, in light of the violent universalizing of
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such a story through the Enlightenment and imperial project. And though
Celia is indeed a "fitting muse" for the work of Caribbean critical practice
now, she presides a little uneasily over a critical narrative that charts a
process of emerging self-definition which begins with women's stories of
women's childhood but then stages its way towards triumphant arrival
through a chain of fictional narratives written entirely by men.

Caribbean Passages: A Critical Perspective on New Fiction from the West
Indies. RICHARD F. PATTESON. Boulder CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers,
1998. ix +187 pp. (Cloth US$ 38.00)

SUE N. GREENE
1010 Bellemore Road
Baltimore MD 21210, U.S.A.
<sgreen@ saber, to wson .edu>

The purpose of this book is to examine the fiction of five authors from the
third wave of Anglo-Caribbean writing. As defined by Patteson, the first
wave, which included Claude McKay, Jean Rhys, and Seepersad Naipaul,
reached its peak before World War II; the second (the "golden age"), repre-
sented by V.S. Naipaul, George Lamming, Samuel Selvon, Earl Lovelace,
John Hearne, Michael Anthony, and Wilson Harris, arose after the war dur-
ing the independence movement; and the third "belongs to their successors
- a large and swelling contingent of younger, postindependence writers . . .
whose novels and stories have been appearing since the early 1970s" (p. 3).
All five authors - two women and three men - reveal "an intense commit-
ment to an imaginative repossession of Caribbean life and consciousness"
(p. 3). Otherwise, "they are a variegated group - ethnically, geographically,
and experientially" (p. 3): Olive Senior of Jamaica, Zee Edgell of Belize,
Shiva Naipaul of Trinidad, Caryl Phillips of England with ties to St. Kitts,
and Roberto Antoni of the Bahamas with ties to Trinidad. The Naipauls -
the father, Seepersad; the older son, VS.; and the younger son, Shiva - illus-
trate the three waves within one family.

Undoubtedly, other critics would have settled on a somewhat different
five-author list and still achieved "the diversity of ... backgrounds, per-
spectives, and artistic strategies" (p. 3) that Patteson strove for in his selec-
tion. But regarding "the excellence of their work and the relative lack of
critical attention paid to it" (p. 3) he has chosen well. The value of this vol-
ume, however, may lie in its commitment to art over ideology. Including
Shiva Naipaul, who, Patteson says, has been "openly reviled by some Carib-
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bean critics on grounds more political than aesthetic" (p. 5), this critic says
he is following in the footsteps of Antonio Benitez-Rojo, Edouard Glissant,
and Wilson Harris, whose poetics are "nonauthoritarian, scattered, center-
less" (p. 5), his aim being "not to plant the imperialist flag of an ideology,
a political agenda, or even a preconceived, unitary thesis" on the worlds
created by his authors, but instead "to explore each writer's territory in turn,
looking for both marks of originality and signs of kinship to others in the
region" (p. 5). Toward the end of his study Patteson pays homage to "the
Caribbean's preeminent literary critic" (p. 146) - Kenneth Ramchand -
who, he says, "deplored drawing ... exclusionary lines [about literary
works] based solely upon nonartistic considerations" (p. 146). Whether one
agrees that Patteson's models are non-ideological or that Ramchand
deserves this praise more than any other critic, in eschewing ideology as a
standard for judgment of a work of art Patteson is to be commended for try-
ing to shift the discourse away from condemnation of a story for an ideol-
ogy that is not there to appreciation of it for the art that is there.

What concerns Patteson most is the act of storytelling - in the case of
his five authors, the actual writing down of their stories as evidence of their
world, both past and future. He quotes Edward Said's comment (1993: xii)
that '"stories are at the heart of what explorers and novelists say about
strange regions of the world,'" that they are '"the method colonized people
use to assert their own identity and the existence of their history'" (p. 2).
The storyteller makes what he or she says true and thereby contributes to
the creation of the world described. The same impulse is evidenced in many
of the characters of these authors' stories, who feel compelled, orally if not
in writing, to imagine a world of their own making and thereby transform
this one, creating out of their imaginations and the history they have inher-
ited new myths expressing their new power. Thus, in Senior's "Lily, Lily,"
the elder Lily's letter reveals "the power of discourse to alter reality" (p.
43), Patteson noting that Senior herself "has called 'knowledge as embod-
ied in the word ... a key to personal affirmation and power'" (p. 45).
Similarly, in Senior's "The Chocho Vine," Ishmael writes down what has
happened in order to affect what will happen, and in "Ballad," the school-
girl Lenora composes a ballad, rather than the assigned essay, that tells the
story of the disreputable Miss Rita; in Edgell's Beka Lamb, Lilla gives
Beka, her daughter, a notebook in which she can write her "lies," knowing
it will implement the transfer of knowledge from one generation to the next;
in Shiva Naipaul's Fireflies, the glow from fireflies enables a boy "to read,
illuminating the texts that will prepare him for life in a world from which
fireflies have vanished" (p. 98) and, in his The Chip-Chip Gatherers, Sita
halts the disintegration of her identity through the power that writing in a
diary brings her; in Phillips's Cambridge, both Emily, the Englishwoman
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who comes out to the island, and Cambridge, the slave on the island, keep
journals that together reveal the shift of power through the written word;
and in Antoni's Divina Trace, ninety-year-old Johnny Domingo constructs
out of the fragments of the many stories he has heard over his long life the
myth of his own Caribbean identity.

The role of the writer in creating the destiny of a people out of their past
is, in fact, a pervasive theme in West Indian literature, as, for example, G.
in George Lamming's In the Castle of My Skin and both Biswas and his son
in V.S. Naipaul's A House for Mr Biswas affirm. Moreover, this theme
interconnects with the other major themes of West Indian fiction: the dislo-
cation and disintegration of cultures; the conflict between the society of the
colonizer and the societies of the colonized and among these colonized
societies, as well as between the traditional and the modern; the multifac-
eted and syncretic nature of the society that emerges out of these conflicts;
the importance of literacy and education in its creation; the pivotal role of
the mother in the transformation of the old to the new, the past to the future;
the parallel between the maturation of a society and the growing pains of
the young, a metaphor for this process; and most significant, the creation of
a Creole world, a new myth, out of the stories of history, with new languages
to describe it - in all, the inescapable obsession with identity in West Indian
individuals and societies, authors, and characters. Patteson examines the
fiction of his chosen authors for all of these themes and more.

The evolution of this identity, the process of creating a "Caribbean con-
sciousness" is never ending. Patteson claims that this open-endedness allows
him as its student to end his study without a conclusion, a dubious argument
given the fact that a dominant theme is evident throughout the book. As he
states it in his final paragraph, "The multifarious dream of Caribbean con-
sciousness originates in the collective, often painful, experience of genera-
tions and emerges as the transformative 'arts of the narrator' in story after
story, text after text" (p. 168).

R E F E R E N C E

SAID, EDWARD, 1993. Culture and Imperialism. New York: Knopf.
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Democracy and Human Rights in the Caribbean. IVELAW L. GRIFFITH &
BETTY N. SEDOC-DAHLBERG (eds.)- Boulder CO: Westview Press, 1997. vii
+ 278 pp. (Paper US$21.00)

HAROLD MUNNEKE
Leiden University
Rapenburg 33
2311 GG Leiden, the Netherlands
<h.f.munneke@law.leidenuniv.nl>

The editors of this essay collection explain its purpose by pointing out that
"the Caribbean, like regions elsewhere, is caught in what has been called
democracy's global 'Third Wave.' In this volume, contributors examine the
nature of democratization in the region together with its affiliate, human
rights. The aim is to extend the analysis and debates beyond political
democracy and civil and political rights to consider also economic democ-
racy and economic and social rights" (p. 257).

It is clear that democratic government seems to be the only appropriate
way to deal with public affairs in the Caribbean. Cuba's Fidel Castro is,
after all, no more than a relic from a past in which serious scholars plead-
ed for the one-party state as a guarantee for welfare for all. For the editors,
the question then seems to be how political democracy can be combined
with the idea of the welfare state (the so-called basic needs approach).

In my view, the recent trend of neo-liberalism is ahead of the editors.
The neo-liberal device of "less government, more market" has no connec-
tion with the notion of economic rights. In contrast to governments, mar-
kets do not (one would hope) provide enforceable rights, but rather oppor-
tunities to be grabbed. How the benefits of markets are, subsequently, dis-
tributed is not discussed in the neoliberal ideology.

Readers should not expect this volume to be a puzzle with all the pieces
falling neatly into place: the variety in definitions, mostly implicitly used,
is simply too great. Besides, the framework of "International Dimensions
and Common Problems" (Part A) and "Case Studies" (Part B) suggests a
coherence that does not exist. The studies of Part B seem hardly influenced
by the studies of Part A.

The contributions of this book are roughly as follows: first, legal analy-
ses; second, descriptions of (recent) political history; and third, thematic
studies. Regarding the first topic, human rights are defined by both domes-
tic and international law. In terms of domestic law, Francis Alexis vividly
portrays the judiciary of the Eastern Caribbean States as a guarantor of the
protection of human rights. It seems that the authority of the British Privy
Council, in the end responsible for the interpretation of these rights, plays
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a major role. David J. Padilla and Elizabeth A. Houppert present an analy-
sis of the system for protection of human rights of the Organization of
American States (OAS). Case studies of Grenada, Suriname, and Haiti
should convince readers of the importance of the OAS system for the entire
Caribbean. However, these cases only demonstrate that transitions from
dictatorship to democratic governance enjoy the special interest from
organizations connected with the OAS system. Even though national and
international law may provide mechanisms to protect human rights, the
concerns of Amnesty International about human rights violations in the
Caribbean grow every year. Amnesty criticizes police brutality, as well as
the penal system and conditions in prisons. The problem is that in open and
democratic societies opinion leaders are increasingly presenting such vio-
lations of human rights as inevitable in the war against drug related crime.

In the descriptions of political developments, most attention goes to the
post-dictatorship era. Not surprisingly, the predominant mood is one of
optimism combined with concern about the consolidation of democracy. As
a result of missions to monitor elections, Marvin Will concentrates on the
recent political history of Nicaragua and Guyana. Damian J. Fernandez
describes the human rights movement in Cuba. Larman C. Wilson express-
es his hopes for a democratic Dominican Republic by virtue of an increase
in checks and balances in the political system and the rise of an economic
middle class. Ivelaw Griffith describes the post-Burnham era of Guyana in
terms of political liberalization. Robert E. Maguire praises the attempts of
former president Aristide and his successor Preval to reduce the differences
between the "haves" and the "have nots" in Haiti. Betty Sedoc-Dahlberg
sees the lack of communication and participation of citizens as a major
obstacle to real democracy in Suriname.

The lack of a commonly used analytical framework produces an uninte-
grated series of isolated essays. Thus, dates of the rise and fall of regimes,
and names of political leaders and parties are not easily retained. On the
other hand, readers with a special interest in, for example, Suriname will
come across little new.

As far as themes are concerned, the topics that really invoke debate are
structural adjustment and drug related crime. Dorith Grant-Wisdom criti-
cizes structural adjustment in Jamaica as a producer of income inequality.
Apparently, she is trying to stop the train of neo-liberal thinking in Jamaica.
Her ideological statement may be clear, but the most intriguing question is
left unanswered. Why does structural adjustment help the poor of, for
example, Barbados and not the poor of Jamaica?

Griffith and Trevor Munroe address the drug problem in the Caribbean.
One of their subtitles, "From Liberal Democracy to Narco-Democracy,"
clearly identifies their concern. In my view, these authors do not exagger-
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ate at all. For example, the return of Jamaican ethnic-based crime gangs
from the United States indeed seems to contribute to "tribalism" in the
country. The question, then, should be what kind of investors are attracted
by narco-democracies: the ones who supply decent employment resulting
in a self-assured middle class?

Clifford E. Griffin's essay on Trinidad and Tobago closely fits the above-
mentioned contribution. Narco-democracy manifests itself in everyday life
in constantly increasing crime rates. Human rights problems are twofold.
How can citizen's rights to security be guaranteed? On the other hand, can
the rights to fair trial and to humanitarian punishment be realized in a soci-
ety that, tired of crime, asks for a merciless police, corporal punishment, and
the death penalty?

Each reader will certainly find something to her or his taste in this book.
Yet, comparative analyses between various Caribbean countries would
have been helpful. The missing link, in my view, is the connection with
contemporary development thinking in which both democracy and good
governance are considered prerequisites for economic development. Hence,
the question is if Caribbean democracies will be successful in attracting
investment when they show only lip-service toward good governance. After
reading this volume my conclusion is that the time has come for a
rearrangement of themes in Caribbean studies.

Drugs and Security in the Caribbean: Sovereignty Under Siege. IVELAW

LLOYD GRIFFITH. University Park: Penn State University Press, 1997. xx +
295 pp. (Cloth US$ 35.00, Paper US$ 16.95)

FRANCISCO E. THOUMI
2901 N. Key Boulevard
Arlington VA 22201, U.S.A.
<fthoumi@prodigy.net>

This is the most comprehensive study of illegal drugs' consequences on
Caribbean countries. The book focuses on the erosion of military, political,
economic, and environmental security in the region caused by drug pro-
duction and trafficking in an area where sovereignty has always been under
siege because of small country size. Focusing on the interplay of illegal
drugs, geography, power, and politics, the study analyzes the illegal drug
trade's actors, production, and consumption and provides a remarkable
amount of factual information about those phenomena.
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The discussion of drug-trafficking operations in the Caribbean is thor-
ough, and confirms the importance of the region's location as a factor con-
ducive to illegal trade. The role of money laundering in the Caribbean is
also laid out in detail.

The analysis of security implications and countermeasures focuses first
on an evaluation of the types of criminal behavior related to illegal drugs and
their effects, and provides a list of legislative measures taken by the various
countries in response to increases in drug-related crime. Griffith concludes
that these have put the region at risk of being "Colombianized." Some of the
costs of these countermeasures are also assessed.

Second, the book expands on some other negative effects such as increas-
es in arms trafficking and consumption and a decline in governance, pro-
viding a good number of examples.

Third, it attempts to measure the economic costs and benefits of the ille-
gal industry. Griffith presents several reasons why this is a complex task and
concludes, cautiously, that it is likely that costs exceed benefits.

Fourth, he surveys the national, regional, and international countermea-
sures taken. He highlights the importance of regional and international coop-
eration which has been involved in about 90 percent of the measures but
concludes that external cooperation leaves much to be desired.

The conclusion of the book is pessimistic because the author sees Carib-
bean drug involvement as a result of decisions made by South American
traffickers over which the Caribbean has no control. There is no doubt that
the study succeeds on the whole as it shows the negative effects that drug
production and trafficking have had on Caribbean security and sovereignty.
It represents a pioneering effort to provide a large amount of information and
should be used in any future research in the region. Even though the book
does not make it explicit, the author's interpretation relies heavily on
dependency theory and depicts the region as a victim of external forces.
There is no question that, given Caribbean history, this approach is appeal-
ing to many students of the region, but it is limited in scope and in its use-
fulness for the study of illicit drugs.

First, Griffith does not explore important possible research lines such as
the role of the traditional high level of contraband and the development of fis-
cal paradises in the region as facilitators of the drug trade. Indeed, the book
presents the development of offshore banking as a neutral development strat-
egy. Unfortunately, the Caribbean cannot escape a simple reality: offshore
banking, some of its free zones, and the tolerance of contraband all help break
other countries' laws and contribute to a culture of tolerance toward econom-
ic crimes that acts as a magnet for illicit drugs. The region cannot expect to
set up institutions to attract smugglers and "clean" white-collar criminals to
launder money and at the same time avoid "dirty" traffickers.

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:14:57PM
via free access



BOOK REVIEWS 167

Second, the economic analysis pictures the Caribbean as a "low growth"
region with a very weak resource base. The region's poor performance is
presented as a matter of fact. The relationship between economic policies
and performance is not explored. Implicitly, the region is seen as a victim
of its dependent role in the international capitalist system, and the region's
participation in the illegal trade is implicitly justified as a result of lack of
other economic alternatives. Future research should explore the role of pop-
ulist Jamaican policies in the collapse of the country's economy in the
1980s.

It was not the purpose of the book to evaluate the effectiveness of the
many anti-drug policies followed by national, regional, bi-national, and
multinational agencies, but the information it provides will be a useful
source in this direction.

The Dictator Next Door: The Good Neighbor Policy and the Trujillo
Regime in the Dominican Republic, 1930-1945. ERIC PAUL ROORDA.

Durham NC: Duke University Press, 1998. xii + 337 pp. (Cloth US$ 54.95,
Paper US$ 17.95)

MICHIEL BAUD

Department of Latin American Studies (TCLA)
University of Leiden
2300 RA Leiden, the Netherlands
<baud@rullet.leidenuniv.nl>

The Dictator Next Door is a remarkable book. An "old-fashioned" reliance on
diplomatic sources has become unusual these days when historians are main-
ly interested in themes like "post-coloniality" or "globalization." Roorda ven-
tures into this subdiscipline, arguably the "oldest" one in history, unapologet-
ically and with conviction, chosing an extremely interesting period for his
analysis of U.S. policy in the Caribbean. He shows beautifully how in the
period of the "Good Neighbor policy," the United States was caught up in an
intense, but at times hopelessly contradictory search for new foreign policy
tenets. The support of democracy and the creation of good relations between
the United States and its Latin American neighbors were important goals
informing U.S. foreign policy, but there was no consensus whatsoever about
the question of what to do with ruthless but potentially helpful dictators. The
support for democracy became even more complicated because of an endur-
ing racialist notion, among U.S. officials, that order could be maintained
among non-white people only by strong discipline.
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Roorda's book acquires an extra dimension because it focuses on the
Dominican Republic. In this country, U.S. officials found a formidable
adversary in Rafael Leonidas Trujillo, who came to power in 1930 after a
thinly disguised military coup and determined the fate of the country until
1961. The U.S. government did not really know how to handle this shrewd
and ruthless dictator. The Good Neighbor policy prevented direct diplo-
matic or military intervention, and U.S. officials could arrive at no consen-
sus about the preferred way to deal with Trujillo. There was an especially
sharp division between the diplomatic service, most of which was opposed
to the Dominican dictator, and Navy officers, who were deeply impressed
by the peace and order he had created. Roorda demonstrates that these con-
trasting opinions depended both on personal differences and ideological or
political commitments.

Extensive attention to the personal characteristics of the main players
makes the book a classic diplomatic history. Roorda is at his best in his
vivid descriptions of U.S. officials. He describes John Moors Cabot, the
U.S. charge d'affaires in 1930, as "humorous and affable in public, but deri-
sive and condescending in private, revealing attitudes that inclined him to
underestimate the intelligence and determination of the contenders for
Dominican political power" (p. 35). On Charles Sumner Welles, the life-
long enemy of Trujillo and author of an influential book on Dominican pol-
itics, he writes: "Although he was charming to his friends, Welles was
humorless and rigid in public life, prompting one diplomat to comment that
he looked as if he had 'swallowed a ramrod in his youth'" (p. 79). These
kinds of descriptions can be found everywhere in the text and, together with
Roorda's mastery of the literature, give a lively and thorough vision of the
diplomatic relations between a confused superpower and a single-minded
dictatorial regime.

The book is an impressive example of diplomatic history, but it also has
some weaknesses. As a "Dominicanist," I was struck by the absence of a
Dominican point of view. Even Trujillo, one of the principal protagonists in
Roorda's story, does not really come to life. He remains the archetypical,
one-dimensional Latin American dictator, and the logic of his regime and
its insertion in Dominican society are not effectively portrayed. Probably as
a result of the preponderance of U.S. source material, the Dominican side
of the story remains strangely obtuse. A good example may be Trujillo's
financial policies. The Trujillo regime paid off the external debt and creat-
ed its own Dominican currency. Contemporaries, even Trujillo's fiercest
opponents, were awed by the feat, and up to the present day it is considered
one of the landmarks of the Trujillato. Roorda devotes an entire chapter to
financial aspects of Dominican-U.S. relations, but hardly mentions this
point, which is essential from a Dominican point of view. Related to this is
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a certain lack of attention to the historical development of the Trujillo
regime. Roorda basically treats the period 1930-45 (and beyond) as one his-
torical "present," sometimes obscuring fundamental changes in the nature
and the policies of the Trujillo government. Trujillo's shrewd political
instinct and the changes in the national and international context of his
regime led to important changes in his political strategies and his attitude
toward the United States.

All in all, this is a well-documented and important book, with invaluable
information on the practice of U.S. foreign policy. Nevertheless, readers
who are interested in understanding the intricacies of the Trujillo regime
and its place in the twentieth-century history of the Dominican Republic
will need to do some complementary reading.

The Dutch in the Americas 1600-1800. WIM KLOOSTER. Providence RI: The
John Carter Brown Library, 1997. xviii +101 pp. (Paper US$ 35.00)

PETER MASON
Lauriergracht 116
1016 RR Amsterdam, the Netherlands
<mason@ xs4all.nl>

The John Carter Brown Library in Providence, Rhode Island, has a large
collection on Dutch activities in the Americas down to the end of the eigh-
teenth century. The work under review was published as a catalog to an
exhibition of about 175 rare prints, maps, and illustrated books that was put
on at the library in 1997 and at The Equitable Gallery, New York, in 1998.

The Dutch in the'Americas is not organized as a catalog, however, but
as a narrative history of Dutch ventures in the Americas between 1600 and
1800. After a brief account of the rise of the Northern Netherlands and the
war against Habsburg Spain, the author's narrative opens with the Dutch
presence on the Wild Coast and the early explorations of the Rio de la Plata
and the Strait of Magellan. At first, it was the Dutch East India Company
that had the privilege of passage through the Strait of Magellan, and the
"Nassau fleet" under Jacques l'Hermite fitted out in 1623 was still a VOC
venture. With the foundation of the West India Company, however, a war
instrument was created as the scheme of the Dutch colonization of Brazil
was born. Many of the exhibition items are taken from the period of gov-
ernship of Johan Maurits van Nassau-Siegen in the colony of New Holland,
such as Caspar van Baerle's history with engravings by Frans Post, or the
survey of Brazilian flora and fauna by Willem Piso and Georg Marcgraf.
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Yet twenty years after the Dutch capitulation, as Klooster sums up, the
Dutch empire consisted only of six Caribbean islands, the former English
colony of Suriname, and a string of small Guiana settlements (p. 39). The
final two chapters focus on the Dutch contribution to North American his-
tory, including what was once thought to be the earliest printed view of
New Amsterdam (Joost Hartgers's Beschrijvinghe van Virginia of 1651),
and on Guiana, Suriname, and the Caribbean islands, where the Dutch were
more important as commercial intermediaries than as colonizers proper.

This succinct narrative history will certainly be useful as an English-lan-
guage synthesis on the Dutch in the Americas. The author's brief, however,
entails two limitations which, though unavoidable, should be mentioned here.

The first is the fact that, tied as it is to the John Carter Brown holdings,
the choice of illustrative material is narrower than the subject itself
requires. For besides prints, maps, and illustrated books, there are paintings,
illustrated manuscripts, and three-dimensional artifacts which also throw
light on (or at least bear the traces of) the Dutch presence in the Americas.
This shortcoming is particularly conspicuous in Chapter 4, "Images and
Knowledge of the New World." For instance, the author is well aware that
the image of America as a nude Indian girl riding a giant armadillo goes back
to the Antwerp artist Maarten de Vos, but he has to illustrate it from a later
and more obscure publication, the cover of Hendrick Ottsen's Ioumael oft
daghelijcx-register. Comparison between the John Carter Brown Library
illustrations in this book and many of the large exhibition catalogs issued to
commemorate the 500th anniversary of Columbus's "discovery" of America
indicates some of the inevitable lacunae.

The second limitation imposed by the nature of the material available to
Klooster is that this is a book (by a Dutch scholar) about the Dutch on the
Dutch in the Americas. As a consequence, almost nowhere are we given an
inkling of how the Dutch presence was viewed by the native Americans
themselves, and on one of the rare occasions when we are told something
about the attitude of the Mohawks toward the new settlers, it is still as seen
through the eyes of Adriaen van der Donck. This Dutch filter operates at
many levels. Thus in many cases we should translate "indigenous attack"
as "native self-defense." And when the author writes "Legends gave way to
experience from the 1590s onward, as the Dutch ventured to the Americas
themselves" (p. 49), we should not forget the one-sided nature of that expe-
rience. In this connection, Benjamin Schmidt's eagerly awaited study of the
Americas in the Dutch imagination will help us to understand the nature
and effects of this filter in more detail.

These limitations notwithstanding, this excellently produced volume
deserves a shelf-life that extends well beyond the duration of an exhibition.
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The collaboration distinguishing the Tanki Flip project is evident from the
first page in this book, where readers learn that the volume was published
cooperatively by the Archaeological Museum of Aruba and the Foundation
for Scientific Research in the Caribbean Region (Amsterdam).
Collaboration among Aruban, Dutch, French, Cuban, and American archae-
ologists endured throughout the project, from field research to lab analysis
to report-writing phases, under the supervision of Versteeg and Rostain, the
Dutch and French field directors and volume editors.

Dabajuroid artifacts recovered at Tanki Flip confirm that Aruba's
Amerindian populations were closely linked to those of Venezuela, a find-
ing that explains why scholars who investigate prehistory disregard modern
political boundaries. Dabajuroid is the archaeological manifestation of the
Amerindians identified ethnohistorically as Caquetio (or Caiquetio). The
fact that the chapter exploring Venezuelan connections was written by Jose
Oliver, a Puerto Rican archaeologist teaching at a university in England,
speaks to the truly transnational aspects of present-day archaeological
research in the Caribbean region.

The Tanki Flip site, inhabited from about A.D. 1000 to 1250 (p. 111), is
one of three large Dabajuroid villages equidistantly spaced across Aruba
(Fig. 7). Fieldwork in 1994-95 initially involved the removal of topsoil by
mechanical equipment over a large area (48 by 50 meters), after which
exposed features, burials, structure postholes, and artifact clusters were
investigated in detail. Mechanical stripping, a controversial methodology
among Caribbean archaeologists, was justified by the project directors
(rightly so in this reviewer's opinion) because of the threat of damage to the
Tanki Flip site by house and road construction (p. 1), a project now appar-
ently in abeyance. Tanki Flip is undoubtedly a major habitation site and in
spite of the research discussed in this volume and the earlier excavations (p.
4), a significant part of the settlement will be available for future fieldwork
if the threatened construction is thwarted.
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Thirteen people wrote the seventeen chapters and three appendices. The
editors are to be commended for organizing this mass of detailed informa-
tion into such a logically structured volume, including cross references
among chapters indicating that the authors, who deal with specialized sub-
ject matter (e.g., pottery, shell remains, carbonized wood, colonial arti-
facts), are knowledgeable about the research findings of the other chapters'
authors. The editors' achievement is indeed impressive in view of the need
to translate into English those manuscripts originally written in Spanish and
French. The book's graphics are clear and comprehensive with 321 figures
including photographs, maps, and line drawings; tabulated data are con-
centrated after the appendices. This volume would have been improved had
the editors listed the figures and tables after the Contents page, thus elimi-
nating the need for readers to leaf through the text in order to relocate an
image of interest. One glaring omission is the absence of an index.

The three initial chapters provide the background of the project
(Versteeg and Rostain), place the Tanki Flip site in its natural environment
(Arminda C. Ruiz), and introduce site-wide distributions of the features and
structures revealed (Robert N. Bartone and Versteeg). Nine chapters are
subject specific in coverage. Chapter 4 deals with shell remains. Rostain
covers stone and coral materials (Chapters 5 and 6), Sandrine Grouard pres-
ents vertebrates (Chapter 7), and Lee A. Newsom completes the organic
materials with her chapter (Chapter 13) on carbonized wood species.
Versteeg authored two chapters - one on pottery (Chapter 9) and one on
hearths and kilns (Chapter 10), and co-authored one with Jouke Tacoma and
Rostain on human burials (Chapter 11). Lon E. Bulgrin and Bartone's
report on colonial materials is the last subject specific chapter (Chapter 14).

Chapter 4, analysis of the molluscan fauna, is particularly interesting. Its
first three sections deal with procurement and processing (Arthur Reinink),
recurrent forms (Ramon Dacal Moure), and artifacts (Nathalie Serrand),
respectively representing Dutch, Cuban, and French perspectives on shell
studies, and the fourth, concluding, section was written by the three authors
jointly.

The rest of the chapters are broader in intent. Rostain and Dacal Moure
(p. 8) compare the shape and function of the Tanki Flip organic and stone
artifacts analyzed in Chapters 4-7. Chapter 12 (Rostain and Versteeg)
explores spatial distribution of features, infers settlement patterns, and
interprets symbolism perceived in the Tanki Flip community structure.
Chapter 15 (Oliver) relates Aruban and Venezuelan Dabajuroid manifesta-
tions. Ethnographic analogy presumably was the editors' rationale for
including Chapter 16, in which Michel Perrin discusses the views of the
Guajiro Indians on the treatment of their dead, which includes practices
compatible with archaeological evidence at Tanki Flip. The Guajiro reside
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130 kilometers from Aruba, on La Guajira peninsula (shared by Venezuela
and Colombia). No association or relationship between the living Guajiro
and Aruba's archaeological Dabajuroid or ethnohistorical Caquetio is dis-
cussed. Versteeg's Chapter 17 is a concise but superb summation of the pro-
ject's major conclusions.

Caribbean archaeology has long suffered from a paucity of reports on
large-scale excavations which in turn has inhibited analysis of prehistoric
settlement patterns. At the Golden Rock site, St. Eustatius, Versteeg and
Schinkel (1992) first showed why such excavations are advantageous for
interpreting patterns from the level of individual structures to the entire vil-
lage. The Tanki Flip project points out, even more explicitly, the many
advances in knowledge of settlement patterns that can accrue from collab-
oration of this magnitude.

Credit is due the editors for producing this scholarly work, the Archaeo-
logical Museum Aruba, and the Institute of Pre- and Protohistory at Leiden
University for collaborating in the research, and the Foundation for
Scientific Research in the Caribbean Region for funding this impressive
volume. Dutch participation in Caribbean archaeology accelerated dramat-
ically during the past decade, and if this volume is indicative of the quality
and breadth of their research projects, let us hope they persist in their
involvement.
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