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Columbus 's Outpost among the Tainos: Spain and America at La Isabela,
1493-1498. KATHLEEN DEAGAN & JOSÉ MARIA CRUXENT. New Haven CT:
Yale University Press, 2002. x + 294 pp. (Cloth US$ 37.50)

CHUCK MEIDE

Department of Anthropology
College of William and Mary
Williamsburg VA23187, U.S.A.
<ctmeid@wm.edu>

Columbus's settlement at La Isabela constituted the genesis of European colo-
nialism in the New World. Though it was a short-lived and abortive enter-
prise, during its five-year existence Spain's pragmatic monarchs began to
develop improved strategies for expanding their empire, while at the same
time the foremost colonists themselves learned to adapt to unfamiliar physi-
cal and social surroundings, exerting their own agency in the initial process of
Spanish colonization in the West Indies. As such, the archaeological investi-
gation of La Isabela promised to reveal meaningful insight not only into the
particular circumstances of Spain's first settlement in the New World, but into
the social transformation that began when European, African, and American
cultures came suddenly and catastrophically together for the first time.

Deagan and Cruxent's collaborative effort does just that. The result
of a decade of joint archaeological research at La Isabela, Columbus 's
Outpost among the Tainos, along with its more technical companion vol-
ume, Archaeology at La Isabela, chronicles in rich detail both the history
and the material remains of the New World's first European town. While
the two books are complementary, each effectively stands alone; Outpost
presents an archaeologically informed interpretation of the Columbian enter-
prise intended for a wide audience, and Archaeology provides the technical
details of sampling, excavation, and analysis used to reach this understand-
ing. Throughout Outpost, there are cross-references leading readers to fur-
ther information in the companion volume, and this binary approach seems

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:15:28PM
via free access



124 New West Indian Guide I Nieuwe West-Indische Gids vol. 78 no. 1 & 2 (2004)

to work well in providing a comprehensive understanding of the site and its
Spanish and Taino inhabitants.

During his first voyage, Columbus lost his flagship off the northern coast
of what is today Haiti, close to the principal village of the region's dominant
chief, Guacanagari. Timbers salvaged from the wrecked ship were used to
build a fortification adjacent to the village, which was named La Navidad.
Assured by a positive rapport with the Taino leader and confident that the
seemingly timorous natives offered no threat to well-armed Spaniards,
Columbus left much of the Santa Maria's crew behind in order to return to
Spain and report what he believed to be his successful discovery of a west-
ern route to the riches of the Oriënt. Once back in Spain, a country flush
with a victorious and religious fervor brought on by the Moorish expulsion,
Columbus had no trouble finding royal favor, private backers, and voluntary
participants for an immediate and more substantial colonization enterprise.
In 1493 he left with not three but seventeen ships, and over 1,200 men, to
found the first factoria (a Crown-licensed, long-distance trading settlement,
based on Portuguese and earlier Mediterranean models) in the New World.

The venture was beset with problems as soon as landfall was made.
Columbus found his entire complement at La Navidad slaughtered and
could get no clear answers from his supposed host and ally. Wisely deciding
against further provoking Guacanagari's people, the colonists sought a more
protected site elsewhere, enduring sickness, exhaustion, food shortages, and
contrary sailing conditions before finally staggering ashore at the site which
would become the first intentional Spanish community in the New World,
La Isabela, some twenty-eight miles west of Puerto Plata in the present-day
Dominican Republic.

Deagan and Cruxent provide a rich contextual overview of the ensuing
five years of "Heil in Hispaniola," a phrase unashamedly borrowed from
Morrison's Admiral of the Ocean Sea. Their outline is accentuated by a well-
placed sidebar that provides highlights from seven different eyewitnesses'
accounts of the settlement. By 1498, food supplies were catastrophically low,
no significant gold had been produced, the Tainos were suffering and perish-
ing in increasing numbers, and the Spanish colonists were in open conflict
with each other. The factoria model had failed, and only with major restruc-
turing of both the organization and conception of colonization would Spain's
hegemony further expand in the Americas.

The authors go on to analyze the patterns of daily life in Isabela and the
reasons that Spain's original model of colonization proved ill-suited for the
realities of this unprecedented environment, using the "stereoscopic view" of
archaeology to bring into focus aspects of the historie record that would oth-
erwise remain fuzzy. Topics of interest include Columbus's approach to spa-
tial organization and the layout of what was essentially a medieval enclave
on an alien physical and social landscape; social hierarchy among the settlers
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and interaction between Spaniards and Tainos; domestic, religious, and mili-
tary life in the settlement; and the institution of crafts and industries such as
masonry, woodworking, lime and charcoal production, blacksmithing, smelt-
ing and assaying, pottery, brick and tile production, and shipbuilding. The
archaeological record preserved traces of each of these activities, providing
information not easily garnered from historical documentation.

Only one of many notable examples is that of Columbus's arrangement
of the settlement in response to local physiography and environmental con-
ditions. Scholars have long believed that one of the primary reasons for
Isabela's failure was Columbus's poorly-chosen location for the settlement.
The archaeological evidence, however, suggests that the settlement was much
larger than previously thought, consisting not only of the main town site (for-
tified on the "well-situated rock") known to historians, but also an outlying
satellite industrial station designed to maximize exploitation of locally avail-
able resources such as limestone, clays, fuel, rich agricultural soil, and water
power. Columbus's arrangement of fortified buildings, domestic area, and a
separate industrial center implies a more sophisticated strategy than he has
traditionally been credited with.

Deagan and Cruxent offer an exemplary and unparalleled study, using
both documentary and archaeological insights to interpret and present a
comprehensive overview of Columbus's Isabeline project. Well-written,
profusely illustrated, and easily accessible to a general readership, this book
and its counterpart are an important contribution to the understanding of
Spain's colonial enterprise that permanently united two worlds and forever
changed the course of history.

Racism: A Short History. GEORGE M. FREDRICKSON. Princeton NJ: Princeton
University Press, 2002. x + 207 pp. (Cloth US$ 35.00, Paper US$ 14.95)

LEE D. BAKER

Department of Cultural Anthropology
Duke University
Durham NC 27708, U.S.A.
<ldbaker@duke. edu>

"Racism is a scavenger ideology," notes George M. Fredrickson on page
8 of his compelling new book, Racism: A Short History. The no-nonsense
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title captures both the style and tone of this comparative history of what
Fredrickson calls "overtly racist regimes." Concerned with rather ambiguous
definitions of the term racism, Fredrickson does the work to delineate what
should and should not be considered racism when exploring the historie and
contemporary manifestations of this malicious social practice, particularly as
it relates to nation-states.

"My theory or conception of racism," Fredrickson writes, "has two com-
ponents: difference and power" (p. 9). He situates these two concepts as the
keystone for his very tight and well-executed argument that seeks to preserve
the analytical purchase of the term "racism" because it is now "in danger of
losing the precision needed to make it an analytical tooi for historians and
social scientists" (p. 151).

In his carefully crafted introduction, Fredrickson quickly and deftly dis-
penses with what he obviously views as types of discrimination that blur
a precise definition of racism. For example, he distinguishes racism from
religious intolerance, xenophobia, tribalism, and other forms of discrimina-
tion based on difference. What makes racism unique, he argues, is the idea
that racial difference is believed to be innate, indelible, and unchangeable.
It is a difference based on what people are, as opposed to how they behave
or what they believe. Although he draws a firm distinction between religious
intolerance and racism, he admits there is "substantial gray area between
racism and 'culturalism'" because "culture can be reified and essentialized
to the point where it becomes the functional equivalent of race" (p. 7). His
conception of racism could encompass discrimination against Japanese-born
Koreans or Tutsi domination over the Hutus, but he adds another important
distinction to this concept to justify his "focus on racism in Europe and its
colonial extensions since the fifteenth century." "What makes Western rac-
ism so autonomous and conspicuous in world history," he explains, "has
been that it developed in a context that presumed human equality of some
kind" (p. 11). The way that Fredrickson develops this particular theme as an
integral component of "overtly racist regimes" makes this an important con-
tribution not only to the history of racism and the state, but also to theories
of democracy.

Fredrickson's primary goal is to document the rise and decline of overtly
racist regimes. Beginning with the Middle Ages, he argues that the climax
of racist regimes occurred in the twentieth century. His principal examples
include the southern United States under Jim Crow segregation (1890-1950s),
the Jewish Holocaust under Nazi Germany (1933-45), and the system of
apartheid under the South African government (1910-50). Drawing on his
lifetime of research and writing on race and racism in the United States and
South Africa, Fredrickson has creatively synthesized his own work as well
that of other historians and theorists to develop a comprehensive and surpris-
ingly detailed survey of how these particular overtly racist regimes emerged,
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while explaining how other govemments in Central and South America,
colonial Africa, and Europe may have been racist, but did not reach a critical
threshold that Fredrickson reserves for a very specific type of racial order.

Fredrickson outlines five criteria and then carefully demonstrates how they
emerge and converge to establish an ideological, political, and psychological
rationale to oppress and repress racial groups in ways that were supported
by government, church, and scientific organizations. The "most persistent
and malignant manifestations" (p. 99) of these overtly racist regimes were
underpinned by white supremacy for Jim Crow, a color-coded culturalism for
apartheid, and both a secular and naturalistic form of anti-Semitism (which
he takes pains to distinguish frora religious intolerance) in the case of Nazi
Germany. Briefly, the five criteria Fredrickson deploys to gauge whether or
not a regime crossed the line to become an overtly racist regime include the
following (p. 101):

(1) when, in "an official ideology that is explicitly racist," differences
between the people in authority and the people being subordinated or elimi-
nated are believed to be "permanent and unbridgeable";

(2) when there is an ideal of race purity, and laws forbid intermarriage
between groups;

(3) when social segregation is mandated by legislation and "all forms
of contact that might imply equality between the segregators and the segre-
gated" are outlawed;

(4) when subordinated groups are denied the franchise and forbidden to
hold public office;

(5) when access to resources and economie opportunities is limited to
the oppressed group who "are either kept in poverty or deliberately impov-
erished."

The book is strucrured brilliantly with three well-argued chapters that
cut through a wide swath of time and space. Carefully detailing the role
of religion, science, and folklore as constituent elements of racist regimes,
Fredrickson is at his best when he grapples with these regimes' philosophical
underpinnings. In his discussion of the Enlightenment and Thomas Jefferson,
for example, he explains the remarkable paradox that pre-Darwinian racist
science flourished in France and the United States. Both countries shared
"revolutionary legacies of nation-states premised on the equal rights of all
citizens" (p. 68), and both were forced to equate men of color with women
and children while maintaining a facade of equality. Similarly, he cogently
demonstrates how the work of philosopher Johann von Herder was used to
support color-coded culturalism in South Africa while helping to answer the
Jewish Question in Germany. Although Fredrickson's analysis eschews any
discussion of the way class and gender shapes racism, his straightforward
prose and persuasive arguments go a long way to clarify that amorphous
term — racism.
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The Social Transformation of Eighteenth-Century Cuba. SHERRY JOHNSON.

Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2001. x + 267 pp. (Cloth US$
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Saint Lawrence University
CantonNY 13617, U.S.A.
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Much historiography on colonial Cuba has focused on the spread of plantation
slavery and sugar production. Sherry Johnson's The Social Transformation
of Eighteenth-Century Cuba explicitly resists this historiographic trend by
focusing on Cuba before the island's sugar revolution of the nineteenth cen-
tury. Her intent is to offer an alternative to "the important body of scholarship
dedicated to perpetuating the myth of the importance of sugar cultivation" (p.
27). She focuses on the time period from 1763 to 1800 to reexamine several
widely studied trends in Cuban history: the growing prosperity of the island,
demographic growth and the expansion of the city of Havana, and Cuba's
ultimate loyalty to the Spanish empire as the mainland colonies won their
independence. For this era she convincingly shows that the spread of sugar
cultivation is not the only factor that stimulated population growth and pros-
perity or bound colonial Cuba more tightly to metropolitan Spain. Instead
she focuses on the importance of warfare and military policy and experience
in shaping Cuban society in the eighteenth century. The Crown's response
to the British occupation of Havana between 1762 and 1763 made Cuba the
first colonial site for the military, administrative, and commercial reforms of
the Spanish Bourbons. As millions of pesos poured into Cuba to shore up its
defenses, thousands of Spanish offïcers and common soldiers poured into the
island as well.

One of the great strengths and contributions of the book is Johnson's
insistence on taking this militarization seriously as a force for change as
potent (or even more so in this period) as the spread of plantation production
or more abstract forces like world capitalism. Rather than trying to docu-
ment and explain economie transformation, which has consumed so much
of the extant scholarship, Johnson focuses on the social "to see f colonial
Cuban] society as it saw itself' (p. 7) and to understand the Spanish roots
of Cuban identity, by discarding the "refractive prism of sugar, slavery, and
Saint Domingue" (p. 2) as anachronistic for the era before 1800.
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Demographic and social changes brought about by military immigration
occupy the first fïve chapters of the book. After a lucid introductory chap-
ter, Chapter 2 introduces readers to the city of Havana through the eyes of
the arriving immigrant soldier, Bartolomé de Morales, forebear of the well-
known nineteenth-century anticolonialist, Felix Varela, providing a novel
and charming way to describe the city and its people in the 1760s. Chapters
3 through 5 discuss, in considerable detail, the military reforms after 1763
and how these reforms remade Cuban society. Through Morales, Johnson
introduces readers to a family that exemplifies the social transformations
she explores throughout the book - the marriage, both literal and figurative,
of the Spanish military to all levels of Creole society in Cuba and the strain
put on these ties of fealty and affection by changes in imperial policy from
the mid-1780s onward. Johnson deserves credit for sustaining a comparative
thread here to understand the uniqueness of Cuba within the Spanish impe-
rial system. While military reforms in other parts of the empire were met
with hostility and rebellion, in Cuba, Johnson shows, the army was a force
for co-optation and closer incorporation into the imperial system.

These middle chapters are the strongest in the book, extending research
done for Johnson's 1995 dissertation, "Honor Is Life." Her conclusions here
are based on an exceptional depth and breadth of archival sources from
Spain, Cuba, Florida, and other U.S. repositories. If there are any problems in
these chapters, they are not with her emphasis on the importance of military
reform to a radical transformation of Cuba's economy and society between
1763 and 1800. Questions do arise, however, with regard to her insistence on
the irrelevance of sugar or slavery to the development of Cuban society up
to 1800. For instance, in the section that brings some new and useful demo-
graphic information to light on the number of Spanish military men in Cuba,
she relies on older estimates of African slave imports during the same period
rather than using the latest work of scholars such as David Eltis or even a
closer reading of J.R. McNeill's work on the slave population around Havana
in the 1760s, which she cites elsewhere in the book (Eltis 1987, Eltis et al.
1999, McNeill 1985:33-45). She states that "large-scale slave imports, both
legal and illegal, may be ruled out" (p. 57) as an explanation for the signifi-
cant population growth in and around Havana in the 1760s and 1770s. Her
estimate of 17,000 men garrisoned in Havana from 1763 to 1782 is, indeed,
significant as a partial explanation of population growth (p. 58). But the esti-
mated 4,000 slaves imported during the brief British occupation and another
4,000 slaves imported by the state itself by 1765 would also have had a sub-
stantial impact on the demographics of Havana and its environs. In addition,
Johnson's excellent work documenting the military ties of Havana's elite
families would have benefited from some attention to those families' eco-
nomie interests in sugar. Familiar elite clans such as the Montalvo were cen-
tral to the Spanish military and colonial administration of Cuba, as Johnson
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shows, but their wealth and power did not come exclusively from military
and public service. They also invested in sugar plantations and engaged in
slave trading before 1800, as other studies have shown (Knight 1977:249 and
Bergad 1990:14-15). Johnson is correct that sugar and slavery did not domi-
nate Cuban society in the eighteenth century, but even the military elite seem
not to have found either irrelevant to their prosperity and position.

These concerns do not negate the great value of Johnson's careful atten-
tion to a topic largely neglected in scholarship on Cuba - the centrality of
transformations wrought by warfare in the eighteenth-century Caribbean to
the island's later socioeconomic development. The wealth of archival evi-
dence and the interpretive synthesis she offers in this book will be an essen-
tial point of departure for all subsequent work on the subject.
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Habent suafata libelli.1 Paul Gilroy (1993, esp. pp. 46-58), criticizing the first
writers of European "modern self' in his great book, The Black Atlantic, does
not make any mention of Alexander von Humboldt or, for that matter, Henri
Grégoire (see Goldstein-Sepinwall 2001:49-61). Is that because J.S. Thrasher
erased the Humboldtian sermon against slavery, the most important voice
against racism and slavery of the European Enlightenment project, in his ver-
sion of Humboldt's "Essay on Cuba"? Or is it because the younger Humboldt
is so much less known to English-speaking intellectuals than Hegel, Kant, or
Marx?

In the last fïfteen years there have been several new critical editions of the
"Essay on Cuba" published in France, Spain, Germany, and Cuba, as well as
a great deal of new research on Humboldt.2 The French and Spanish editions
are the best for scholarly purposes. The University of Potsdam is publishing a
modern network review entitled "Alexander von Humboldt im Net - in the net
- en la red."3 But in the United States and in the Anglo-American scholarly
community the reception of Humboldt has been shaped by the framing estab-
lished by the proslavery and annexionist journalist Thrasher, whose flawed
translation appeared in 1856.4 The reception of Humboldt and its flawed
translation has interesting historiographical roots, but is it a good thing?

1. Books have their own destiny.
2. See Minguet 1989, Beek et al. 1998, Humboldt 1998. See also Puig-Samper 2000.
3. http://www.uni-potsdam.de/u/romanistik/humboldt/
4. The reception of the "Essay on Mexico" has apparently gone other ways in the Ango-
American world; see Rupke 1999.
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This edition, published by Markus Wiener, declares in an introductory
publisher's note (p. vii),

two translations into English of Alexander von Humboldt's 'Essai poli-
tique sur 1'ile de Cuba' (Paris 1826) exist. The first is a little-known literal
translation from the French edition by Helen Maria Williams (Humboldt
1829), which is written in a nineteenth-century German academie style.
The style is very old-fashioned and, for today's reader, nearly unread-
able. A second translation, by J.S. Thrasher, was published in New York
in 1856. Thrasher was a journalist, and he translated and edited the text to
appeal to a wider audience. He used colloquial language ... his translation
reads well today." Imagine proposing to reprint an unreliable translation
of Hegel or Kant based purely on the claim that it could appeal "to a wider
audience...[using] colloquial language...[which] reads well today!

This 2001 edition of the IslandofCuba deviates very little from Thrasher not
only in its non-Humboldtian title, but in nearly all respects. The introduction
by Luis Martinez Fernandez does not present anything new about Humboldt,
about his now-published diaries, or about his published works (the Opus
Americanum5) in relation to, for example, Atlantic history or his journey at
the beginnings of modernity (Ette et al. 2001, Zeuske 2003), but instead
explains Thrasher's intentions and Cuban-American relations in the nine-
teenth and twentieth centuries. This is good enough nationalist history, but it
is poor as modern Humboldt research or research into the history of science
(what Susan Cannon [1978] calls "Humboldtian science"). The relatively
good additional translation of the chapter "Slavery" of Humboldt's (2001,
pp. 253-65) original Essay on Cuba - replacing the one Thrasher had inten-
tionally omitted - is thus left hanging in the air without any explanation of
its structure, of its basis in Humboldt's work, or of its role as one of the most
important liberal voices (if not the most important) against the economically
very successful slavery in the Americas of the 1820s.

In 1827 Francisco Arango y Parreno wrote to Humboldt:

My esteemed friend and sir: I asked my cousin to extend my heartfelt
thanks for the favor he granted me in his precious Essay on this Island,
to which I added at the same time that he would offer some of my obser-
vations on the principal facts to be found in the work. It was presented
to me with the deadline fast approaching, and due to that rush I am not
sure whether I have been too extensive, or whether I have said all that I
could. What I am sure of is my good intentions and that I have had another
motivation to expand these notes and to send these documents, which in
my utmost friendship and sincere gratitude to the traveling philospher,
admired by all educated nations.. .6

5. That is, his great essays about Mexico, Venezuela, and Cuba.
6. Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin - PreuBischer Kulturbesitz, Handschriftenabteilung, Nachl.
A. v. Humboldt, K 7b, Mp. 68. Letter from Arango to the Baron de Humboldt, Havana,
Jury 30, 1827,
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Thus Arango sends his marginalia to the "Ensayo sobre Cuba" to Humboldt -
an extraordinarily direct link between the intellectual architect of the expan-
sion of slavery and one of its prime critics. Nothing of this direct link appears
in the short text "Humboldt and Arango y Parreno: A Dialogue," written by
Frank Argote-Freyre, and included in the volume (Thrasher pp. 273-80).
Instead the text reproduces old debates and old research and is absolutely
unequal to the current state of research on either Arango or Humboldt. As
for the other parts of this book, they are good enough at repeating what we
have long known about Cuban-American relations in the nineteenth century,
and they are moderately interesting for American or Cuban nationalist intel-
lectual history, but they are poor in modern Humboldtian research. Nor do
they reflect new knowledge about Humboldt's importance for Atlantic his-
tory, for the history of slavery, or for the debates in race or diaspora history.
Perhaps the reason that Humboldt is not present in the work of writers like
Gilroy is precisely this: for English-speaking readers Humboldt continues to
be mediated through Thrasher and republished in editions that do not capture
the vitality and the centrality of the project in which Humboldt was actu-
ally engaged, or the vitality of the reevaluation of his work that is currently
underway (see Ette 1999, 2002). Scholars of the Caribbean and of the intel-
lectual history of modern ages deserve better.
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Whose America? The War of 1898 and the Battles to Define the Nation exam-
ines the important last years of the nineteenth century when dramatic politi-
cal, social, cultural, economie, and military changes resulted in ending more
than four hundred years of Spanish colonialism in the Caribbean. The idea
for the book and some of the chapters grew out of a conference held in 1998
entitled "Challenges to Peace, 1898-1998: Visions from the Past, Lessons
for the Future." Collectively, the chapters analyze how Spaniards, Cubans,
Cuban-Americans, Americans, and Puerto Ricans, as well as imperialists,
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anti-imperialists, and nationalists all engaged in a process of reexamining
and reformulating their own political and national identity during the war
and after. The editor and the contributors do not shy away from addressing
the imperialistic designs of the United States that other scholars have tended
to minimize, especially in U.S. historiography (see the discussion in Louis
A. Pérez, Jr., The War of 1898: The United States & Cuba in History and
Historiography [1998]). The idea of the "splendid little war" still influences
academie discussion and debate a century later. A co-sponsor of the confer-
ence "made it clear that there were explicit political limits to what might be
discussed under its auspices" (p. 3).

Bouvier has judiciously divided the book into three sections: "Historical
Underpinnings of Foreign ïntervention"; "The War of 1898"; and "Legacies
of 1898." Lester Langley analyzes the idea of the term "Americas" to show
that there have always been "two Americas" defined in contrast to each other.
In the United States, the concept "Americas" served to justify and explain
intervention in the Hemisphere, whereas in Latin America, for Simón Bolivar
and José Marti the notion of a common "Americas" culture emphasized the
absence of Anglo and U.S. influence to resist imperialism.

In Part II, the chapters by Sylvia L. Hilton, Lillian Guerra, Virginia M.
Bouvier, and Kristin L. Hoganson employ nuanced perspectives to examine
the reaction by Cubans, Spaniards, and Americans to the War of 1898. Hilton
analyzes how the opposition to "Monroeism" in Spain directed criticism not
only at U.S. intervention, but also served to destabilize the Spanish gov-
ernment at home by the inability to maintain possession of their colonies.
Guerra provides a carefully argued and detailed discussion of the different
political priorities of Cuban rebels in the United States and those fighting
on the island. She demonstrates how an "imperialist nationalism" defined
the activities of the U.S.-Cuban émigré community's political strategies that
resulted in their pursuing a policy that the "nation not only extended forth
from an imperialist nationalist identity; its future depended on it" (p. 65).
Bouvier turns her attention to ways in which images in the form of political
cartoons provide a different perspective to assess the discourses that debated
U.S. participation in the war. Cartoons served to create the image of a uni-
fied country behind the war for U.S. audiences. When the drawings depicted
Spanish colonial subjects, they were portrayed as devious, ungrateful chil-
dren, with exaggerated stereotypical racial features to buttress an argument
of their inability to control their own affairs. Hoganson extends the need
to see U.S. imperialism from cultural perspectives by demonstrating how a
gendered discourse of masculine honor served to justify intervention. Not
only would defeating Spain restore an abused U.S. male honor both at home
and in the world caused by the Panic of 1893, but any opposition to the war
became regarded as a dishonorable action with feminine connotations.
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In Part III, the chapters by Louis A. Pérez, Jr., Francisco A. Scarano,
and Jim Zwick analyze the long lasting legacies of the War of 1898 as it
relates to Cuba, Puerto Rico, the Philippines, and the United States. Pérez
argues that the demographic, political, and economie dislocation produced
by the thirty-year struggle for Cuban liberation provided an atmosphere
for U.S. cultural imperialism to thrive. He demonstrates that for the Cuban
middle class, "much of what was incorporated into national identity after
1898 was assembled from an environment by North American forms" (p.
155). Francisco Scarano's chapter on Puerto Rico analyzes U.S. policy as
an action not of "intervention," but of "possession." He argues that unlike
other military occupations during the twentieth century, "at the moment of
initiating the imperial project, key U.S. policymakers made the controversial
decision to invade Puerto Rico for keeps" (p. 163). Jim Zwick focuses on the
Anti-Imperialist League from 1898 to 1921 that formed in opposition to the
annexation of territories newly conquered by the United States. Zwick effec-
tively charts their role in national and international politics, revealing the
tensions that the War of 1898 created in the ways in which North Americans
began to define their national identity in relation to foreign interventions and
imperialist designs.

Virginia Bouvier provides the edited volume with an insightful intro-
duction and conclusion, and a bibliographic essay that situates the impor-
tant findings of the chapters in their larger historiographical context. Whose
America? The War of 1898 and the Battles to Define the Nation should find a
wide audience among scholars in Caribbean, Latin American, colonial, anti-
colonial, and diplomatic history because the lessonsand legacies of 1898
continue to influence U.S. policies of imperial domination that have their
roots in events over a century earlier.
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2001. 624 pp. (Paper €27,00)
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The pages of this monumental book open with a prologue by Carlos Malamud
paying homage to Manuel Moreno Fraginals's classic El Ingenio and its
impact on Cuba's economie and sugar history. Santamaria's book is forged
in the same academie tradition and destined to play a similar role. The enor-
mous size of this oeuvre - 624 pages, 250 tables and graphs (mostly concen-
trated in an appendix), and some 3,000 bibliographical entries - is matched
by its scholarship, sophisticated analysis, and important findings. Santamaria
worked more than a decade on this book, basing it on library and archival
research in Spain and in Cuba, and received the prize "Nuestra America"
of 1999 from the Deputación de Sevilla. Although there are solid histori-
cal works on the sugar industry in the nineteenth century, the early decades
of the twentieth century, and the years immediately before and during the
revolution of 1959, there was a vacuüm for the period 1919-39 that is fïlled
by this book. Intertwined with the study of the sugar industry, Santamaria
analyzes both entrepreneurial history and the external economie sector, while
making frequent comparisons with the sugar industry elsewhere.

The sentence in the title, "there is no country without sugar," originated at
the end of the eighteenth century, and eventually became the slogan of Cuba's
sugar barons to defend their interests, as well as the "outward" model of devel-
opment based on exports of primary products, comparative advantages, and
free trade. On the opposite side were the industrialists whose motto was "there
is no nation without industries"; they took advantage of the sharp decline in
world prices of raw materials and the exhaustion of the previous "outward"
approach (after World War I), to support an "inward" model of development
and demanded tariff protection (a position that later was articulated by the
CEPAL structuralist school and its strategy of import substitution industriali-
zation). The principal task of the book is to explain, using the decades of the
1920s and 1930s, why Cuba preserved an economy based on sugar concentra-
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tion to export basically to one market (the United States) during more than
a century, instead of shifting to the new paradigm of development. Why did
Cuba become in this period one of the least diversified economies in Latin
America but at the same time one of the most developed?

The book provides a useful review of the antecedents and status of
Cuba's sugar industry until World War I, enriched by three contributions: (1)
a quantitative analysis that reinforces previous viewpoints on the coordina-
tion between different elements of the productive chain; (2) a refutation of
the conventional view that the sugar milis neglected the plantation (agrarian
component); and (3) the transformation that occurred in the sugar industry
during the Great War in terms of concentration, entry of banking and finan-
cial capital, and the disconnection between increments in production and the
modernization of the milis and cut in unitary price. The book focuses on the
period between the two world wars, starting in 1919 with the readjustment
of the world economie order after World War I, and going on to Cuba's sugar
boom (Dance of the Millions), the recession and financial crisis of 1920-21
(induced by a sharp decrease in sugar price and strained trade relations with
the United States), the end of the sugar expansion in 1925, the subsequent
restructuring of the sugar industry and start of state intervention, the crisis of
1930, and the Great Depression. The book ends in 1939 on the eve of World
War II. Santamaria argues that despite the noted antagonisms there were ele-
ments of continuity, and that the crisis of 1930 was the culmination of the
strong economie oscillations provoked after World War I. He also contends
that Cuba was almost unique in Latin America in maintaining sugar spe-
cialization (albeit with adjustment measures) based on integration and tight
trade relations with (and preferential treatment from) the United States, as
a better alternative to the internal/external adjustments and diversification
implemented in other countries in the region. His major hypothesis is that
Cuba's sugar adjustment to world market fluctuations in between the wars
caused a structural economie and sociopolitical crisis but also established the
foundations that permitted it to confront such a crisis. Furthermore, in the
1930s there was a change in the relations between the sugar industry and the
island economie and sociopolitical system, made feasible by the continuous
expansion and horizontal concentration of that industry that facilitated state
intervention, although ownership remained in private hands.

It is impossible with a limit of 800 words to make an adequate assessment
of this book. I hope that this review will open the appetite of those interested
in Cuban history and economy, as well as the sugar industry in the island and
elsewhere to read it.
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Every now and then, the discourse of urban studies produces a book that
helps to define a city in the world-historical sense. For much of the 1990s,
the venerable firm of John Wiley and Sons published a series called "World
Cities." While not all of the volumes in the series proved to be especially
distinguished, Havana: Two Faces of the Antillean Metropolis most certainly
was. The collective labor of three noted urbanistas and aficionados of the
"Pearl of the Antilles" and first published in 1997, Havana won a choice book
award from the American Library Association and the sobriquet of "outstand-
ing urbanography" from the editors of Lingua Franca. Despite such effusive,
well-earned praise, Wiley chose to discontinue the "World City" series, and
the book went out of print. The decision by University of North Carolina
Press to publish an updated, and much more affordable, edition of the work is
therefore extremely welcome to readers interested in not only Cuba and Latin
American/Caribbean studies, but global urbanism more generally.

Much of the book's strength derives from the three authors' rich, varied,
and temporally deep associations with the city. Roberto Segre is the for-
mer director of the Grupo de Investigaciones Historicos de la Arquitectura
y del Urbanismo at Havana's Instituto Superior Politécnico José Antonio
Echevarria and is widely acknowledged as being "'the man" on urban archi-
tecture in revolutionary Cuba. Mario Coyula is a Havana-born architect,
planner, former ISPJAE professor, poet, and current director of the Grupo
para el Desarrollo Integral de la Capital. Joseph Scarpaci is a professor of
Urban Affairs and Planning at Virginia Tech and has spent much of the last
ten years investigating the shifting physical and social landscapes of the city.
Joint authorship is a difficult enough endeavor when authors share a com-
mon mother tongue and often the result is a hydra-headed Frankenstein with
lots of visible suture lines and multiple heads speaking in different voices.
Such is not the case with this volume. Despite their varied backgrounds, the
three authors share a common tone, point of departure, and deep, abiding
attachment to Havana.
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The polarizing political vortex of cold war intellectualism has been an occu-
pational hazard, and challenge, for those seeking to write about Cuba since
1959. Indeed, in some ways, Cuba's ongoing experiment with market forces
and global capitalism since the early 1990s has only intensified the ideology-
driven divide between dedicated dogmatists of both extremes. In this context,
Havana is notable not only for what it tells us of the city's past and present,
but as an attempt to side-step, if not transcend, the divide that has fractured
the discourse of Cuban studies. Although the authors do not provide a terribly
critical take on the city's politics and society, they do not shy away from draw-
ing attention to the failure of officials to recognize, let alone rectify, errors of
urban design, planning, and policy. More importantly, they explicitly acknowl-
edge and value the concern that some expatriate groups in Miami have for the
conservation of Havana's heritage. A brief forward to the revised edition by
Andres Duany, a noted Cuban-American architect active in some exile circles
(principally those that are not eagerly waiting to return to Miamify the Cuban
metropolis), provides reciprocal acknowledgment of some of the positive steps
that have been taken to safeguard the heritage of a city sacred to all Cubans.

Aside from the foreword by Duany, the organization of the original vol-
ume remains intact: ten chapters arranged in chronological order dealing with
the city's history, the impact of the Revolution (especially upon planning and
housing), and some of the recent changes posed by the Special Period in
Time of Peace. Updates from the 1997 edition are appended to existing chap-
ters and are, on the whole, rather modest. Indeed, this reader was frequently
left wishing that more had been provided.

The revisions are concentrated in the later chapters of the book. Chapter 7,
"The Changing Nature of the Economy," has an additional section that describes
some of the "new entrepreneurs" that have emerged following the relaxation
of government prohibitions on self-employment. A rather extensive section on
paladares, the informal restaurants that some entrepreneurially minded haba-
neros have set up in their homes, has gone missing in the transition from the
original to the revised edition. Likewise, while there is some recognition of
the rise in prostitution, the authors do not comment extensively on this and
other forms of illegal, and very widespread, entrepreneurial activity. Chapter
8 retains its somewhat awkward title, "The Value of Social Functions," and
its focus on the areas of transportation, retailing, education, healthcare, sports,
leisure, and tourism. Virtually all of the revisions are concentrated in the lat-
ter area, including a short section on the increasing role of the military in the
tourist industry. Chapter 9, "Havana Vieja: Pearl of the Caribbean," features a
profïle of the Office of the City Historian and the constituent entities by which
it manages the revitalization of the historie core of Havana.

The most substantive and significant revisions are to be found in the final
chapter on "risks and opportunities." In this section, the authors are quite
frank about some of the negative consequences of recent changes, such as the
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dollarization of the economy and the consequent increase in social inequality,
as well as the visual pollution brought about by poor coordination between
planning authorities and joint ventures in areas outside the historie center,
such as Miramar. One of the most intriguing additions to the revised edition
is a section entitled "Rescuing Havana's Cultural Meanings: From Lenin to
Lennon in the New Millennium." The Lennon in question refers to a statue
of the former Beatle that was dedicated - in the presence of Fidel Castro
himself- in a park in the city's Miramar neighborhood in December 2000.
As Beatles music and other aspects of a Lennon-ist lifestyle were actively
surpressed in Cuba in the late 1960s, the authors interpret the dedication of
the statue as symbolic of a desire to rehabilitate and embrace artists and intel-
lectuals formerly regarded as outcasts. Given the crackdown on dissidents
during the winter of 2003, the claims of such an embrace may ring hollow to
some, but progress in Cuba has always been a matter of fits and starts.

The book concludes with a meditation on Havana's uniqueness and
"ambiguous destiny" (p. 371). The authors frame a series of difficult ques-
tions, chief of which is "how to handle changes that will préparé the city for a
competitive market so as not to jeopardize the notability of its built environ-
ment or undermine its social accomplishments" (p. 376). To this they have
no answer, although they do hint enigmatically that "there may be a middle
course of action [between reckless embrace of the market and holding on to
the command economy] that is both prudent and possible" (p. 352). What
such a "middle course" or "third way" might look like is a natural topic for the
next iteration of this illuminating and valuable text, long may it be in print.

Kuba Heute: Politik, Wirtschaft, Kultur. OTTMAR ETTE & MARTIN FRANZBACH

(eds.). Frankfurt am Main, Germany: Vervuert, 2001. 863 pp. (Paper € 45.00)

THOMAS NEUNER

Department of Iberian and Latin American History
University of Cologne
D-50923 Koeln, Germany
<tomas9er@web.de>

"Cuba today: an island not only in a geographical but also in a temporal sense
including the time of yesterday, but evenly in real time," writes Ottmar Ette
in the introduction to this volume. Kuba Heute: Politik, Wirtschaft, Kultur
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(Cuba today: politics, economy, culture), by the Romance philologists Ottmar
Ette and Martin Franzbach, consists of thirty-one essays (including some by
Germany's most outstanding specialists on Cuba) divided thematically into
five sections. The first section concentrates on geography and town develop-
ment. The second and third are concerned with politics and society, as well as
economics. The fourth (and largest) section, with a total of fourteen contribu-
tions, deals with culture. And the two chapters of the fifth section focus on
the relationship between Germany and Cuba. This organization reflects the
breadth of the book's coverage, its interdisciplinary approach, and its goal
of approaching topics from different perspectives. Chronologically, contri-
butions run from background information on Cuban history and culture of
the twentieth century up to the present, with special emphasis, however, on
the period from the Cuban Revolution to the periodo especial of the 1990s,
which saw fundamental changes of socioeconomic parameters.

Starting from the discovery travels of Christopher Columbus, Ette out-
lines in a clear and vivid introduction the four globalization processes of
the fifteenth through twentieth centuries, and thus the essential structures of
Cuban history and its situation today. The globalization phases worked as
catalysts and determined Cubans' changing space-time experience. A cen-
tral role for their self-image, both historically and in the present, is derived
from Cuba's character as an island-territory, for it is in reality an archipelago
(shaped like a caiman) that includes not only the many smaller islands around
the main one, but also the islands of exile communities. Even the main island
can be thought of as a juxtaposition of different "community islands" with
contrasting developments.

Castro's Modern Age project transformed Cuba into the primer territorio
libre de America and brought the accelerating sense of time to a standstill.
From the perspective of the new dimensions of cultural self-reflection, both
on the island and in the exile communities, the utopian moment for Cuba, in
the beginning of the twenty-first century, hinged on the simultaneousness of
present and past, and on the cancellation of territorial reference points: "Cuba
is not a postnational but a transterritorial phenomenon" (p. 21). Finally the
multiethnic and transcultural development of Cuban and other Caribbean
societies contains elements to create a transcultural world society.

The essay by Guenter Mertins offers new facts concerning the recent
population and regional developments as well as population distribution. As
a comparative context for his extensive statistics, Mertins selects the Third
World, although even before the Revolution the demographic development in
Cuba did not correspond to so-called developing countries. Between 1899 and
1998, the portion of the Cuban population living in Havana grew from 18.1
percent to 19.8 percent, thus remaining nearly constant over the past hundred
years. In the 1970s and 1980s Cuba achieved a reduction of both interregional
and urban/rural disparities in such areas as medical-hygienic supplies. Because
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of the chances for higher income, the "Ciudad de La Habana" remains the
most attractive city for migration within Cuba; however, many immigrants
also intend to emigrate from Havana because it offers the best conditions for
emigration to the United States. Due to the economie crisis after 1990, the
regional mismatches and "potential unemployment" intensified, particularly
in the eastern part of the island which is populated by the majority of Afro-
Cubans and mulattos. Axel Borsdorf analyzes the town geography in an espe-
cially informative contribution and refers again to regional policy. Two other
excellent chapters are those dealing with changes in the housing policy (by
Kosta Mathéy, ISPJAE/Havana) and with the problems of urban renewal in
Cuba (by Hans Harms, University of Hamburg-Harburg).

Cuban foreign policy and relations with the United States, including
changes and continuities since 1989, are analyzed by Bert Hoffmann, the
author of many important publications on the subject. Susanne Gratius, who
worked at the Institute of European and Latin American Relations (IRELA)
in Madrid, investigates the European-Cuban relationship and the antagonism
between economie rapprochement and political distance (see Gratius 2003).
Raimund Kraemer, formerly a diplomat in Havana and now at the University
of Potsdam, examines the role of Fidel Castro as well as the uncertainty of
the Cuban elites in the face of increasingly personalized and paternal power
structures. An insight to the interesting topic of sexual policy is offered by
Monika Krause-Fuchs, who has been working in an executive post in Cuba
in the field of sex education for thirty years (see Krause-Fuchs 2002). Frank
Niess's contribution deals with the former myth of the Cuban Revolution.
And Peter B. Schumann writes about forms of political and cultural opposi-
tion, pointing out, for example, that despite an increase in the number of
dissidents during the 1990s, no functioning opposition exists in Cuba, as the
arrests in April 2003 have demonstrated.

Hans-Juergen Burchardt refiects on the economie crisis since 1990 and
reform measures for its stabilization: the development of the Cuban economy
still depends on foreign-exchange transfers from Cubans in exile, direct for-
eign investment, and expansion of the tourist industry, because until today
the scale of home-market development has remained low and its importance
and promise for the Cuban economy are still underestimated. In a second
contribution, Burchardt analyzes the agricultural sector and the reform
requirements of the current agricultural policy. Knut Henkei analyzes bio-
technological research, as well as the strengths and the weaknesses of Cuban
high-tech products on the world market. Birgit Beier's essay describes and
evaluates the economie and social importance of the tourism sector.

The book emphasizes the creative and internationally successful work of
Cuban artists via contributions by Miguel Barnet, Martin Lienhard, Svend
Plesch, Martin Franzbach, Hans-Otto Dill, Diony Duran, Monika Walter,
Frauke Gewecke, Doris Henning, Matthias Perl, Peter B. Schumann, Torsten
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Efier and Patrick Froelicher, Ineke Phaf-Rheinberger, and Raül Fornet-
Betancourt. The broad spectrum of topics ranges from avant-garde trends in
painting, music, philosophy, history, and cultural policy (focusing on the Casa
de las Américas and on Cuban film) to the Cuban enclave in the United States,
the language situation in Cuba, Afro-Cuban oral literature, and the abundance
of globalized Cuban literature. In addition to Martin Franzbach's clear and
demanding outline of Cuban literature since 1959, there are chapters on testi-
monio literature, poetry, storytellers in the 1990s, and exile literature.

The two last contributions - one by Ralf E. Breuer on the gradual change
of course in German-Cuban relations in the 1990s (after the reunification) and
another by Matthias Hucke on the German colony in Cuba (1933-44) - are
exciting and substantial. At the same time, however, they reflect problems in
the organization of the book: Breuer's contribution could have been part of
the section on politics and society, which would also have been the appropri-
ate placement of Doris Henning's "Cuba in Miami," which appears in the
section on culture. But then the study about German National Socialism could
not have been integrated into the book. In the first and second subject area the
contributions overlap partially and have similar focal points. Unfortunately
there is no specific analysis of developments relating to domestic politics
and to the media system. Domestic politics are mentioned only in the context
of other subjects (see Massmann 2003): for example, the dissolution of the
Centro de Estudios Americanos (CEA) in 1996 comes up as a side issue in
the chapter on Cuban film. And this otherwise deep-ranging book offers only
scant information about the magazines Pensamiento critico and El caiman
barbudo (both important for culture and politics in the 1960s) and the pres-
ent-day magazines Temas and Encuentro de la cultura cubana. Similarly, it
would have been interesting for readers if Schumann's study about political
opposition had mentioned the involvement of Guenter Grass, who obtained
the release of some dissidents on his first trip to the island in the 1990s.

Despite these comments, Cuban reality is so complex that any book on
the subject must by definition appear incomplete; otherwise it would be an
enumeration of details detached from the context. Kuba Heute is an excellent
compilation, an essential contribution to the literature on Cuba that belongs in
each library. lts end matter includes a subject and person index as well as a
chronology of Cuban history. It not only constitutes a first-class reference book
for "Cubanologists," but also offers stimulating reading to a broader public,
thanks to its well-written texts. While many other publications focus narrowly
on Fidel Castro or provide only a summary of the history of the island, Kuba
Heute does much more: its abundance of expertise and information results in
profound insight, embracing Cuban reality in all its complexity.
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Gay Cuban Nation offers an important contribution to a growing body of
scholarship on the meanings and artistic representation of homoeroticism
in Cuba, thereby complementing recent social scientific work with a criti-
cal reading of diverse literary, cinematic, autobiographical, and journalistic
sources over the past century. lts time depth permits Emilio Bejel to engage in
his rather ambitious project of tracing the changing trends in cultural construc-
tions of same-sex desire and the ways that these reflect the evolving historical
relationship between homosexuality and Cuban nationalism. The book thus
provides a useful case study of the relationship between citizenship, national
identity, and sexual (im)morality in the context of a country that has under-
gone a series of dramatic political changes during the past century.

In the first of the book's three parts, Bejel examines the ways that certain
Cuban texts in the late nineteenth century were situated between Spanish
colonial and North American neocolonial projects, and their references to
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homoeroticism therefore reflect engagement with "foreign" constructions of
sexual deviance and the purported position of Cuba within an international
framework of racial/sexual difference. His analysis of the written work of
José Marti in Chapter 1 interprets the Cuban founding father's concern with
purging Cuba of cross-gender behavior as a defensive response to late-nine-
teenth-century political rhetoric in the United States, which opposed Cuban
annexation because of the country's presumed lack of "virility" (pp. 11-12).
Marti's novel Amistad funesta (1885) thus provides a subtextual warning
that "the danger to [the] ideal 'national family' comes from the transgression
of the established gender limits, from the 'effeminate man' and the 'manly
woman'" (p. 27). Benjamin de Céspedes's surprising bookLaprostitución en
la Ciudadde La Habana (1888), analyzed in Chapter 2, details the author's
"research" on poor Spanish immigrants who allegedly prostituted themselves
to wealthy Cuban men, and "correlates the illness of the pederasts with the
moral illness of the city of Havana" (p. 31).

Part 2 of the book describes works published in the 1920s and 193 Os, when
the nascent feminist movement began to open a space for the publication of
works that were more radical in their depiction of homoeroticism. Chapter 3
analyzes two novels by Ofelia Rodriguez Acosta, described by Bejel as the
most radical Cuban feminist of the period (p. 47). Rodriguez Acosta's novel
La vida manda (1929) presents a highly progressive and favorable view
of homosexuality, but simultaneously illustrates the continuing oppression
of gender "deviance" in the fact that the frustrated protagonist, Gertrudis,
"cannot overcome the social and psychological forces opposed to the radical
change of society" (p. 58). The discussions of Alfonso Hernandez Cata's
novel El angel de Sodoma (1928) and Carlos Montenegro's Hombres sin
mujer (1938), in Chapters 4 and 5 respectively, similarly illustrate the rela-
tive openness to progressive homosexual themes characterizing this period.
At the same time they demonstrate the paradoxical ways that the radical
dimensions of these texts are undermined by the persistent association of
homosexuality with pathology, foreign corruption, and the unnatural.

Part 3, focusing on the Cuban revolutionary period, argues that the initial
years of the Revolution were characterized by an "extremism" and "institu-
tionalization" of homophobia (p. 96), dramatically symbolized by the emer-
gence in the late 1960s of the UMAP camps for the rehabilitation of homosex-
uals. While homosexually themed works continued to appear in this period,
their authors - such as Virgilio Pinera, José Lezama Lima, and Reinaldo
Arenas - suffered varying degrees of repression and censorship as a result
of the transgressive dimensions of their work (see Chapters 6-8). Toward the
end of the book, Bejel turns to a number of works that have emerged since
1980, a period generally characterized by increasing openness to homosexual
themes in Cuba. The film Fresa y chocolate (1994), examined in Chapter 9,
is an illustration of this trend, since its attempt to reach a resolution of the
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ideological tension between the two main characters - an openly gay man
and a young (presumably heterosexual) revolutionary — represents a modern
Cuban generation that is striving for a "new vision of the nation and the revo-
lution" (p. 164). The final three chapters (10-12) bring into focus a number
of works - such as Pedro de Jesüs's Cuentos frigidos, the short stories of Ena
Lucia Portela Alzola, Bernaza and Gilpin's documentary film Mariposas en
el andamio, Elias Miguel Mufioz's Crazy Love, and Sonia Rivera-Valdés's
collection of short stories, Las historias prohibidas de Marta Veneranda —
which collectively illustrate a trend toward a transnational metanarrative that
increasingly frames homoeroticism within an eclectic space that creatively
combines elements of nostalgia for the Cuban "homeland" with "foreign"
cultural elements and places.

One of the disconcerting elements of Gay Cuban Nation is its occasional
linguistic slippage and lack of precision in its use of analytical terminology.
"Nationalism," for example, is never clearly defined, resulting in a necessary
collaboration on the part of the reader in ascertaining one of the primary
objects of study. Similarly, Bejel's use of such terms as "gay" and "queer" in
reference to inappropriate historical contexts may cause a momentary rup-
ture for those readers familiar with current debates in lesbian and gay studies
on the historical emergence and international diffusion of such terms. For
example, in his discussion of Rodriguez Acosta's work in the 1920s, Bejel
notes that her radical feminism could "make new associations that allow
for new spaces for gay men and lesbians" (p. 65). Such incautious usage
- reflected somewhat in the very title of the book - curiously undercuts the
historical specificity and attention to context that otherwise characterize his
astute analysis of Cuban homoeroticism.

The edited volume Sun, Sex, and Gold: Tourism and Sex Work in the
Caribbean represents a crucial contribution to the study of sexual-economic
exchange in the contemporary context of the region's growing dependence
on the tourism industry. Based on a multisited study in eight Caribbean
countries (Belize, Barbados, the Dominican Republic, Guyana, Jamaica, the
Netherlands Antilles, Suriname, and Colombia), the contributors conducted
largely qualitative interviews and ethnographic observations with male and
female sex workers and clients, focusing on a broad range of issues, from
motivations for participation in sex work, to the "othering" practices of sex
tourists, to the political-economic forces that have shaped the historical emer-
gence of the sex trade, to the implications for health and policy-making. The
breadth of the volume is, perhaps, both its strength and weakness, as it pro-
vides an impressive survey of many of the issues relevant to sex work in the
region, while occasionally leaving the reader unsatisfied with the somewhat
cursory treatment of specific points (particularly regarding male sex work).

Kamala Kempadoo's introductory chapter provides an astute historical
analysis of the "continuities and change" in sexual-economic exchanges from
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the time of slavery to the present, emphasizing especially the ways in which the
"sexual labor" of slave women (male slaves are not addressed) provides a back-
drop for understanding the transformation of women's sexual labor in the con-
temporary context of global capitalism and tourism dependence. Kempadoo's
early citation of Franz Fanon's The Wretched of the Earth (p. 4) indexes a
conceptual framework that reverberates throughout the volume, highlighting
the region's disadvantaged position in relation to the industrialized, "devel-
oped" world, and the exploitative consequences of this global asymmetry for
Caribbean peoples. For the contributors, sex work is thus positioned within
international power relations that, particularly in the late twentieth century,
have been characterized by a rapid transition from economies based on the
export of raw materials to a fundamental dependence on tourism; structural
adjustments that have forced local populations to search for new survival strat-
egies; the expansion of the informal sector and of combined formal-informal
economie activities; changing migratory patterns both within and beyond the
region; and a shift to the use of local populations (and racial-sexual stereotypes)
as an erotic resource aimed at the provision of pleasure to foreign visitors.

One of the book's powerful and recurring themes is the complicit role of
local nation-states in implicitly or explicitly using racialized stereotypes of
Caribbean sexuality to market the region to tourists seeking intimate encoun-
ters with the "natives." As Beverley Mullings (Chapter 3) argues in her discus-
sion of Jamaican sex tourism, the usefulness of exoticizing imagery for the
country's tourism industry places Caribbean governments and the authorities
in a contradictory position, since while they demonize sex workers for "harass-
ing" the tourists, they simultaneously benefit from the income produced by
sex tourism. This point is reiterated for Jamaica in Chapter 6, in which Shirley
Campbell, Althea Perkins, and Patricia Mohammed emphasize the irony of
police abuses perpetrated against sex workers, given that police offïcers often
benefit from their own work as "gigolos" and "pimps" (pp. 133,141). The harsh
critique of the ways that Caribbean states participate in the sexual exploitation
of local populations - what Kamala Kempadoo and Ranya Ghuma describe in
Chapter 13 as "state pimpage" (p. 301) - adds a complexity to the volume that
would be lost by a one-sided critique of global capitalist interests. Indeed, the
contributors show that often it is precisely the ambiguous legal (and practical)
position of the state in relation to sex tourism that perpetuates abuses against
sex workers, leading several contributors to advocate the legal recognition of
adult sex work as a form of labor deserving the protections afforded to other
professions (see, for example, Chapters 1, 3, 7, 13, and 14).

Partly because of the ambitious nature of the volume, Sun, Sex, and Gold
suffers from a few gaps, perhaps most glaringly as regards its treatment of
male sex work, which is given primary attention in only one chapter (Chapter
8, by Joan Phillips, on Barbadian beach boys). Of 191 interviews conducted
by the contributors, only 21 were with men, and 20 of these were conducted in
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Barbados for Phillips's chapter. Given the comparatively superficial research
on male sex work, some of the claims that surface occasionally in the volume
must be taken as highly tentative. For example, the notion that male sex work-
ers are more oriented toward "romantic" liaisons with female tourists - an
argument more extensively developed by Phillips but which is also alluded to
in Chapter 6 (p. 142) and Chapter 3 (p. 48) - would benefit greatly from addi-
tional ethnographic support. Further, the related idea (suggested by several
contributors) that male sex workers suffer from less social stigma than their
female counterparts points to an even more significant oversight in the vol-
ume: sexual-economic exchanges occurring between male sex workers and
gay male sex tourists. Importantly, homosexual exchanges were observed by
several of the contributors (for example, by Joan Phillips in Barbados [p. 200]
and Jacqueline Martis in St. Maarten and Curacao [p. 205]), but in all cases
were explicitly marginalized from analysis. Perhaps the rationale for this
marginalization is provided by a footnote to Chapter 12 by the Red Thread
Women's Development Programme: "Given the taboo nature of homosexual-
ity, discussing such marters would also have been difficult in light of the short
timescale of our research" (p. 287). Whatever the reason, such oversights
weaken some of the assertions made by the contributors regarding "male sex
work" - perhaps particularly regarding the presumption of its lesser stigma
- suggesting that the volume's references to male sex work should be read as
"heterosexual male sex work."

Caribbean Dance from Abakua to Zouk: How Movement Shapes Identity.
SUSANNA SLOAT (ed.). Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2002. xx +
408 pp. (Cloth US$ 39.95)

JANE DESMOND

American Studies Department
University of Iowa
Iowa City IA 52242, U.S.A.
<jane-desmond@uiowa.edu>

Susanna Sloat has edited an ambitious book, one that succeeds best for what it
is rather than for what it does. As she notes in her introduction, it "is a central-
ized repository for information that can be hard to come by" (p. xi). And indeed
she has gathered an impressive range of materials examining social dance,

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:15:28PM
via free access



150 New West Indian Guide I Nieuwe West-Indische Gids vol. 78 no. 1 &2 (2004)

religious ritual, and theatrical dance including ballet and modern dance and
staged "folklore." Twenty-two essays cover dance topics from Cuba, Jamaica,
Haiti, the Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Martinique
and Guadeloupe, Trinidad and Tobago, and Curacao. Authors are mainly from
the islands they write about, although several now reside in the United States,
and they include professional dancers and choreographers, journalists, anthro-
pologists, ethnomusicologists, and performance specialists.

Some authors teil their stories in personal narrative, others sketch broad
historical overviews of dance types, and still others offer detailed case stud-
ies of specific dancers or dance institutions. In scale they range from exten-
sive articles with well-documented academie citations to more informal, very
short essays that draw primarily on personal observation and experience.
While in theory this eclecticism of writing style and professional background
would provide a stimulating richness as the essays are read in the context
of each other, in fact the book feels uneven. Many articles hold only pass-
ing interest, but a few others stand out, including those by Yvonne Daniel,
Martha Ellen Davis, Alma Concepcion, Halbert Barton, Cynthia Oliver,
Dominique Cyrille, and Gabri Christa. These writers bring an analytic slant
to bear on movement that they describe with accuracy and kinetic passion.
Unfortunately the dryness of an Arthur Murray instruction manual ("right
foot goes in, left foot goes out") deadens some of the other articles.

The book is organized by island, usually with two articles for each locale.
These locale essays are bookended with two opening pieces briefly introduc-
ing the idea of Africanisms, or African-derived movement styles, and closing
with two works exploring the connection of Caribbean islands' dance tradi-
tions to the United States. Of these, the essays by Brenda Dixon Gottschild
and Susanna Sloat are particularly effective, but none of the bookending
essays explicitly engage with the rest of the book, missing an opportunity for
much-needed synthesis.

Despite this lack of integration, the specificity of geographic locale in
the majority of the articles is welcome. Part of the goal of the book is to
emphasize just how complex are the variants among "Caribbean dance," a
term that sometimes conjures up genericized images of salsa, merengue, and
the chachacha, especially when these popular dances circulate commercially
from Tokyo to Helsinki.

The importance of African-derived movement and dance patterning is
emphasized for each of the dance forms considered, even when their cre-
olized history is fully acknowledged and boldly evident. In some cases, this
represents a recuperative gesture, making up for past histories that masked
the African contribution while emphasizing the French or Spanish one.
What comes through clearly by the end of the book is that the specificity of
"Caribbean dance" lies precisely in these historical mixings, remnants, and
revivals, which give bodily expression to racially marked colonial pasts and
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struggles to imagine postcolonial futures for diverse populations, each with
a particular history.

Despite its size, the book seems thin, with many of the essays light on
analysis and conceptualization. There is no reason why each essay in a collec-
tion such as this should make an academie argument. Case studies of individ-
uals like "The Dance World of Ramiro Guerra: Solemnity, Voluptuousness,
Humor, and Chance," in which Melinda Mousouris traces the career of this
"founder of Cuban modern dance" (p. 57), can provide important historical
information. But such case studies are even more powerful when they criti-
cally examine the larger issues which such studies raise. For example, after
the Cuban Revolution, Ramiro Guerra was appointed director of the dance
department of the national theater with a charge to develop "a Cuban tech-
nique of contemporary dance" (p. 63). Later, after a premier of his new work
El decalogo del apocalipsis (The Ten Commandments of the Apocalypse)
was abruptly cancelled in 1971, he was removed from his post "for unspeci-
fied political reasons." (The government issued a formal apology in 1988.)
The article notes this information, but does not then move to analyze the
larger issue of the role of the state in arts censorship and arts development.

Similar questions arise with the promotion of folkloric styles and the link-
age of folklore to the promotion of national identity and of tourism. These
topics come up in several of the essays, including that by distinguished
scholar and director of the National Dance Theatre Company of Jamaica,
Rex Nettleford, and Lois E. Wilcken's essay on the performance of Haitian
folklore. It would have helped considerably had the editor commissioned
several opening and closing essays for the book that could have actively
articulated and critically engaged with these broader issues that arise from
our experience of reading the essays together.

Without such framing the book will be limited in its appeal, garnering
interest primarily from Caribbeanists, but probably not drawing in additional
readers from performance studies, postcolonial studies, or critical race stud-
ies who might otherwise have found the book useful.
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Frotn Ellis Island to JFK: New York's Two Great Waves of Immigration.
NANCY FONER. Chelsea MI: Russell Sage Foundation, 2000. xvi + 334 pp.
(Paper US$17.95)

Georges Woke Up Laughing: Long-Distance Nationalism and the Search
for Home. NINA GLICK SCHILLER & GEORGES EUGENE FOURON. Durham NC:
Duke University Press, 2001. x + 324 pp. (Paper US$ 19.95)

KAREN FOG OLWIG

Institute of Anthropology
University of Copenhagen
1220 Copenhagen K, Denmark
<karen.fog.olwig@anthro.ku.dk>

Reading these two books together gives an excellent impression of major theo-
retical and empirical concerns in research on Caribbean migration to the United
States. Nancy Foner's comparative study provides a general overview of some
of the main characteristics of immigration to New York during the early and the
late twentieth century, two periods of massive population movements into the
country. Her analysis of migration from Jamaica and the Dominican Republic,
in her discussion of the late period, highlights central features of Caribbean
immigration to New York - perhaps the single most important migration des-
tination for Caribbean people during the twentieth century.

Glick Schiller and Fouron adopt a more specific focus than Foner does,
examining Haitian migration toNew York during the last decades of the twen-
tieth century through the experiences of Fouron, a professor of education at
the State University of New York at Stony Brook who is himself a Haitian
migrant. They are not primarily interested in Haitian immigration as such.
Rather they wish to examine the ways in which Haitian migration has devel-
oped as a response to the political, social, and economie difficulties faced by
Haitians in the present era of globalization. Thus, they examine the extensive
networks of relations that integrate Haitians in the United States and Haiti into
a single transnational community, and the role of long-distance nationalism in
sustaining this community. With its global and transnational approach, their
book therefore has a broader perspective than Foner's, which addresses migra-
tion primarily from the vantage point of a student of American immigration.

Drawing on an impressive multidisciplinary body of literature, Foner
presents a highly informative synthesis of the main features of the two main
twentieth-century migratory waves to New York. She discusses the immi-
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grants' backgrounds, patterns of settlement, occupational structures, the posi-
tion of women, racial discrimination, transnational relations, and the role
of education in migrants' socioeconomic mobility. For each topic, she out-
lines similarities and differences in the two periods of immigration, with
special emphasis on Jewish and Italian migrants in the first period, Jamaican,
Dominican, and Korean migrants in the second.

An important theme addressed throughout the book is the American
idea that immigration leads to upward mobility. This notion maintains that
impoverished and downtrodden immigrants from other countries can improve
their social and economie position significantly in the United States. Thus, if
only they work hard enough and dedicate themselves to the American way
of life, they will be able to become part of affluent American middle-class
society. This idea has been so important that one may, perhaps, characterize it
as a foundational myth of American society. Through careful analysis, Foner
shows that while this view of immigration, and the integration processes that
it sets in motion, may have corresponded in general terms to the long-range
migration experiences of the early Italian and Jewish migrants, it no longer
seems to hold true, partly because immigrants' educational and class back-
grounds are more varied today, partly because a rigid racial hierarchy has
been established which makes it exceedingly difficult for people classified as
black or Hispanic to enter mainstream American society. Both these changes
are relevant for Caribbean migrants, because many of them are well educated
and black or Hispanic. This means that they may not be able to obtain jobs
at their level of qualification, and though they may improve their material
condition of life by migrating to the United States, they will experience a
loss of social status. Those who do succeed in acquiring well-paid jobs corre-
sponding to their educational qualifications will be expected to settle in black,
not white, middle-class neighborhoods. While West Indians may behave as
"good" Americans who value education, hard work, and owning a nice home,
"race - and racial isolation - put severe constraints in their way" (p. 152).

Most immigrant groups apparently experienced such "racial" dis-
crimination during their early period of settlement in the United States. Jews
and Italians, for example, were regarded as "belonging to different races"
until they established themselves in American society and became viewed as
"white" (p. 143). Today, Asians seem to be undergoing a similar whitening
process, and many have moved into "affluent white communities" (p. 162).
Being grouped within a large, discriminated native black population, West
Indians have not experienced this kind of mobility. Many therefore try to
dissociate themselves from black Americans by developing a West Indian
identity (p. 154). Others continue to maintain their ties to their Caribbean
place of origin, the subject of Schiller and.Fouron's book.

A major reason for the emergence of Haitian transnationalism, accord-
ing to Glick Schiller and Fouron, is the racial discrimination that Haitians
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encounter in the United States, which makes it difficult for them to perceive
American society as their new home. Rather than considering themselves
Americans, they therefore see themselves as Haitians and maintain close ties
with family and friends in Haiti. Another important reason for the devel-
opment of transnational ties, they argue, can be found in the extreme eco-
nomie, social, and political hardships suffered by the population in Haiti,
which create, for those who have been fortunate enough to migrate to the
United States, a strong obligation to help by sending economie remittances
and other kinds of aid. These two factors contribute to the development of
extensive networks of ties that integrate Haitians in Haiti and the United
States into a tightly knit transnational community. In an ethnographically
thick and insightful account of Fouron's visit to Haiti in 1996, the authors
detail the intricate and elaborate economie and social transactions that this
community requires at a personal level - not just the extensive distribution of
material goods and money brought from the United States, but also constant
encounters with people who express requests, expectations and just hopes for
a better life to the presumably well-to-do relative and compatriot.

The burden of meeting a seemingly ever-growing need for help is over-
whelming and endless, the authors argue, because conditions in Haiti have
continually deteriorated during the last decades of the twentieth century, when
Fouron and other Haitians migrated to New York. The problem is that Haiti is
only what they term an "apparent state." As the United States and international
lending agencies set the terms for social and economie development (p. 227),
the governments in Haiti and many other countries have "almost no indepen-
dent authority to make meaningful changes within their territorial borders" (p.
211). Haitians, however, continue to regard their state as responsible for their
well-being, and appeal to compatriots abroad to become engaged in the Haitian
cause. Since Haitian migrants remain involved emotionally, socially, and eco-
nomically in their country of origin, they contribute to making an "apparent
state" like Haiti viable and thereby help to "revitalize the illusion of national
sovereignty" (p. 209). Most Haitians see little possibility of disengaging them-
selves from their commitments to Haiti, partly because of their personal ties
to people who obviously need help, partly because Haiti offers an important
source of pride and identification in American society, where they are regarded
as blacks with no history and culture of their own (pp. 38-39).

Both these books present new and interesting perspectives on Caribbean
(and other) migration to New York; both are written in an unusually clear
and straightforward prose that could serve as a model for other scholars. It
is apparent that the authors are not only presenting the results of scholarly
investigations, but also an area of research that is of personal interest to them
as citizens in a society of immigrants. This makes for engaged and interesting
reading, but it also, at times, makes for somewhat programmatic statements,
particularly when, in each of the two books, the future of transnational rela-
tions among migrants and their descendants is being discussed.
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Foner notes, after considered analysis of existent studies of transnational
immigrant New Yorkers, that it is too early to say anything about whether
transnational relations will be maintained in the long run. She suggests that
more research is needed on the importance of such ties for the second genera-
tion of children who are born and raised in the United States (p. 242). Yet on
the next page, she states that these same children will be "primarily oriented
to people, institutions, and places in this country - and it is the implications
of growing up in America, not ties to their parents' homelands, that should be
our primary object of study" (p. 243). Glick Schiller and Fouron, predictably,
present an entirely different conclusion. They call for a reconceptualization
of the whole notion of the second generation, so that it comes to include not
only those "born and living in the United States," but also "people born in
Haiti who live within transnational fields" (p. 176). Members of this trans-
national second generation, they state, do not grow up under the same condi-
tions, but they "share a nostalgia for the Haiti that never was and a commit-
ment to a Haiti that will be" (pp. 176-77). "This shared destination," they add
later, "binds Haitians across national borders and generations" (p. 177).

These books basically disagree about whether future generations of
immigrant Americans should be studied as people "growing up in America"
or growing up in "transnational fields." Good ethnographic fieldwork with
the immigrants' children, wherever they are, could help clarify this by eluci-
dating how they experience growing up inside and outside the national and
transnational institutions and fields of relations they engage.

The Company They Kept: Migrants and the Politics ofGender in Caribbean
Costa Rica, 1870-1960. LARA PUTNAM. Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2002. xi + 303 pp. (Cloth US$ 49.95, Paper US$ 19.95)

AVIVA CHOMSKY

Department of History
Salem State College
Salem MA 01970, U.S.A.
<achomsky@salemstate.edu>

Rarely have the working men and women of the Caribbean been depicted
in such rich and vivid detail, and rarely has the migrant circuit been such a
coherent centerpiece to a study of working life and culture. In Limón, Costa
Rica, during the years Lara Putnam examines in The Company They Kept,
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two migrant worlds overlap: the Central American, encompassing primarily
Nicaragua, Guanacaste, and the Costa Rican Central Valley (which Putnam
refers to as "Hispanic"), and the Caribbean, encompassing the British islands
and the Central American Caribbean coastline from Colombia to Guatemala
(which she refers to as "West Indian"). These two worlds are distinguished
by national origin, skin color, language, and what is variously understood
as race or ethnicity. But two other worlds, that of migrant men and that of
migrant women, cut across the ethnic categories. Putnam manages to skill-
fülly navigate these various worlds, never assuming and never over-general-
izing, but always staying close to the words and actions of these working
men and women themselves.

The book's arguments are many and multilayered, and its strengths are
abundant. Perhaps the central issue Putnam wishes to interrogate is the nature
of working-class culture, male and female, in the context of state formation
and multinational expansion, both of which structure life on Costa Rica's
Caribbean coast. In contrast to what scholars have found in other cases, how-
ever, neither deliberate state nor multinational projects seem decisive or even
particularly influential in shaping the cultural sphere in Costa Rica's banana
zone.

Nor are the sending cultures of the two groups the key to understanding
their behavior in the plantation zone as other scholars have assumed. Putnam
does briefly sketch the history and historiography of Jamaica, the main
Caribbean sending site, and Costa Rica with respect to family and gender. In
both cases, structural conditions were far more important than elite values or
official projects in shaping the evolution of popular ideas and practice (pp.
15, 21). Once in the Limón banana zone, structural conditions continue to
play a key role in shaping migrants' lives, ideas, and behavior (p. 154).

Rather than controlling ideas and behavior, culture pro vides a variety
of models or "scripts" which are available to individuals. Indeed, Putnam
argues that the literature on honor, shame, and patriarchy in Latin American
studies and that on reputation, respectability, and matriarchy in the Caribbean
need to be "read in tandem" and that "Hispanic and West Indian migrants
show considerable cultural overlap" (pp. 140, 141). But structural condi-
tions and cultural background can do no more than create context or suggest
scripts. "The divergent patterns of men's and women's lives were forged in
the daily give-and-take through which migrants reworked the cultural scripts
they brought to the coast, trying to keep their feet in a new and shifting set-
ting" (p. 215). Within the context, and making use of the scripts, working
people continually made and remade their own histories.

Putnam explores popular ideas and practice in an almost dazzling variety
of imaginative ways. The heart of the book is made up of four chapters that
focus on prostitution, varieties of kinship, insults, and power and violence.
The theme of gender links these seemingly disparate topics in several ways.
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The first is women's autonomy, and the ways that women maneuvered in a
world that seemed to offer them few choices, to maintain economie stability,
raise children, create networks of solidarity, and maintain dignity and sta-
tus. The fluid nature of migrant society opened options for women in terms
of economie independence and ties of female solidarity. Yet women's very
independence made them vulnerable to male vioience. Limón had the high-
est rates of deadly vioience against women in Costa Rica, Putnam argues,
because of women's relative autonomy. "Where a woman on her own could
earn a decent living and where new suitors were standing in line, individual
men's authority within intimate relationships depended on force" (p. 194).

A second theme is the nature of masculinity, and the various "scripts"
available to men to define themselves in the world of the plantation. Vioience
and power, she argues, were inherent to definitions of manhood among all
races and social groups. At the public level, in the absence of effective insti-
tutions, "the threats and bloodshed reflected neither a coercive project from
above nor a revolutionary wave from below... Rather, bloodshed between
bosses and workers was part of a spectrum of masculine confrontation
through which power relations were tested, adjusted, confirmed" (p. 182). At
the intimate level, Costa Rica's legal system essentially authorized male vio-
ience against women, justifying murder, for example, in the case of adultery
(p. 190). However, the manifestation of aggressive masculinity is one area
in which Putnam sees cultural heritage as playing a role: "West Indian men
were less likely than Hispanic men to kill each other in duels and in drunken
brawls, which I attributed to a repertory of masculinity in which nonviolent
exits - laughter, self-parody - were easier to reach for" (p. 215).

Working for a wage was another measure of male identity. While employ-
ers could benefit from the competitive nature of this identity, "notions of male
honor were perfectly consistent with class consciousness, its articulation, and
its sometimes violent expression" (p. 202). West Indian and Hispanic work-
ers shared a vision of masculinity that valued collective as well as individual
strength and valor.

Interestingly, masculinity is a much more salient theme in the book
than femininity. Women struggle to survive and to gain self-respect and the
respect of others in a way that is much less self-consciously gendered than
the way men do. I would have liked to see the author engage with this appar-
ent disjuncture in her findings. However, this is a small lack in a book so full
of information and insight.
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Black Seminoles in the Bahamas. ROSALYN HOWARD. Gainesville: University
Press of Florida, 2002. xvii + 150 pp. (Cloth US$ 55.00, Paper US$ 24.95)

REBECCA B. BATEMAN

Department of Sociology and Anthropology
Simon Fraser University
Burnaby, BC, V5A 1S6, Canada
<bateman@sfu.ca>

I looked forward with anticipation to reviewing this book on the Black
Seminoles of the Bahamas, the least-known community of the Seminole
Maroon diaspora. Rosalyn Howard has collected both archival and oral his-
torical material and combined it with ethnographic research conducted pri-
marily in the community of Red Bays, Andros Island. However, the book's
many omissions diminish the scholarly quality of the work and overshadow
its contribution to our knowledge of Seminole Maroon history.

Howard states that her mission is "to address the historical, structural
amnesia that obscures African and indigenous peoples' interactions and
negates their integral roles in the historiography of the Americas and the
Caribbean," thus consigning them to an "obscure footnote" (pp. xvi-xvii;
1). She attributes this neglect to a Eurocentric "hegemonie project" that she
undertakes to counter in her study (pp. 1-2). She is equally critical of what
she terms "traditional" historical studies of the American Southeast, assert-
ing that they have "systematically ignored" the unique relationship formed
between the Seminoles and Africans in Florida (p. 16). However, she provides
no examples of the supposedly deficiënt "traditional" studies, and makes no
attempt to discuss critically or even cite most of the existing scholarly lit-
erature. This leads readers to conclude either that Howard is unaware of the
significant and growing body of historical and anthropological studies deal-
ing with contacts between Africans and aboriginal peoples in the Americas,
or that she has chosen to ignore or reject the majority of it. If the former, it
is difficult to understand how she could have embarked upon her research
without any kind of grounding in the literature; if the latter, she should teil us
why she considers previous studies irrelevant.

Howard's failure to locate her study within an existing body of knowl-
edge makes it difficult for readers to evaluate the book's contribution to any
particular area of study. In the first chapter, where one might expect to see
an overview of the relevant literature, she instead presents an extremely cur-
sory discussion encompassing the political economy of slavery; frontier labor
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requirements; slavery in the Carolinas; and resistance and maroon communi-
ties - all in seven pages. This chapter contributes nothing new nor does it
address the chapter's title of "The Significance of African and Indigenous
Peoples' Contacts in the Americas." The discussion of the ethnogenesis and
historical background of the Seminoles and Seminole Maroons in the next
chapter is somewhat more developed, yet we are left wondering just who the
ancestors of the Andros community were, what their relationships may have
been to one another and to the Seminoles, and how they resembled or differed
from the maroon communities that remained affiliated with the Seminoles in
Florida. One clue is provided by the names of the Andros settlers listed on the
1828 roster of "foreign Negro slaves." Many individuals were listed with a
surname, and with a few exceptions, such as Bowlegs, the names are quite dis-
tinct from those of the Seminole Maroons who ended up in Oklahoma, Texas,
and Mexico. This could prove a fruitful topic for further investigation.

Howard collected oral traditions about the arrival in the Bahamas of the
ancestors of the Andros Black Seminoles and about the community's connec-
tions to the Florida Seminoles. But again, her analysis of this material suffers
from the lack of a comparative perspective that could have helped her to inter-
pret and contextualize what she was being told. Based on the brief excerpts
included in the book, the Andros oral histories seem to focus on the founders'
trip by canoe and raft from Florida; the sites on Andros where the original set-
tlers landed, and the locations where they subsequently established communi-
ties; connections among families; and a rather vague sense of the ancestors'
aflfiliation with the Seminoles. In other words, the stories focus on their origins
(through escape); their settlement of the land and relationship to it; kinship and
group cohesiveness; and the aspect of their history that makes them unique (in
this case, their "Seminoleness"). I think that it is not too great a generalization
to say that these emphases can be found, in varying combinations, in the oral
traditions of most maroon societies throughout the Americas.

The ethnographic portions of the book describe a community that has
remained isolated by choice, and that is regarded by other Bahamians as
consisting of people who are just a bit on the "wild" side, which is quite
similar to the situation of the Oklahoma and Texas Seminole Maroons, and
is based upon the same belief in the "mixed" Indian and African ancestry of
those groups. Howard's brief discussion of kinship and domestic organiza-
tion within the Red Bays community needs much more grounding in the
Caribbean literature and in studies of other communities comprising peo-
ple of African and Indian origins (such as the Garifuna [Black Caribs] and
Miskito) where the complex relationship between domestic organization and
group identity has been explored.

My overall sense of this book is that it was published prematurely, before
Howard had taken the time to reflect upon her dissertation research, immerse
herself in the relevant literature, and think seriously about how her work
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could contribute to the bigger picture of the Seminole Maroon diaspora, and
our understanding of maroon communities. As is, the book presents more of
a sampling of a variety of topics and perspectives (e.g., oral history, domes-
tic organization, group identity) rather than a thoroughgoing discussion and
analysis of any particular subject. There are enough leads and tantalizing bits
of information here to provide others with topics for further research, but
unfortunately, Howard does little with her research data herself.

The Belizean Garifuna: Organization of Identity in an Ethnic Community in
Central America. CAREL ROESSINGH. Amsterdam: Rozenberg. 2001. 264 pp.
(Paper €21.50)

VlRGINIA KERNS

Department of Anthropology
College of William and Mary
Williamsburg VA 23187-8795, U.S.A.
<vbkern@wm.edu> :

The subjects of Carel Roessingh's book, who have a complex history of con-
tested and shifting identities, are known to anthropologists and historians
by a variety of names. One of the earliest on record, reportedly self-chosen
and strategie for dealing with Europeans, was les Caraïbes noirs, or Black
Caribs. Europeans referred to them as well by other, pejorative names such
as "Wild Negroes." After their deportation from the island of St. Vincent to
the western Caribbean at the end of the eighteenth century, the Black Caribs
became los Caribes negros in Spanish Central America and simply Caribs in
the colony of British Honduras.

As a people who fought to remain free while living on the margins of
slavery-based plantation societies in the West Indies, they have been classi-
fied as maroons. Because of their African ancestry, in Central America they
have often been identified with Creoles and morenos. Their Amerindian heri-
tage and language have led some observers to associate them with neighbor-
ing Miskito Indians in Nicaragua.

During the 1980s in Belize, they began to identify themselves to others
by using names from their own language: Garifuna (singular) and Garinagu
(plural). By the last decade of the twentieth century they were formally
recognized as an indigenous people of the Caribbean region and routinely
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referred to as Garifiina or Garinagu by scholars and politicians. The shifting
and sometimes confusing nomenclature had stabilized by the 1990s when
Carel Roessingh focused his research in Belize on Garifuna ethnic identity
and national identity.

His book is based in part on field and archival research that he carried out
during four trips of unspecified length between 1990 and 1994. During each
spell of fieldwork he visited or lived in two communities - a multiethnic town,
Dangriga, where Garinagu form a majority of the population, and the nearby
village of Hopkins, where nearly all of the residents are Garinagu. This pro-
vided an opportunity to learn how ethnic and national identity are expressed
and experienced in two different settings. To this end, he also interviewed
several widely recognized "gatekeepers" of Garifuna culture in Belize, all of
them in their sixties or seventies and residents of Dangriga or Hopkins.

Transcriptions of the interviews appear in one of the book's six central
chapters. These chapters provide an overview of what Roessingh considers
the primary markers of Garifuna ethnic identity. Most Belizean Garinagu, as
well as their ethnographers, would no doubt agree that these include their lan-
guage, history, ancestral rituals, music and dance, foods, and certain distinc-
tive aspects of material culture. Describing these in some detail, Roessingh
draws on his own fieldwork and also quite extensively on the large body of
published ethnographic research that has been contributed by several genera-
tions of scholars. They include Belizean Garinagu as well as European and
North American culrural anthropologists and linguists who worked in Belize
during the last half of the twentieth century. By incorporating material from
so many secondary sources, he provides a useful synopsis of a widely scat-
teredbody ofwork.

His conceptual framework, outlined in the book's first chapter, builds
on several propositions that characterize a "basic anthropological model"
of ethnicity (p. 26). One of these is that ethnicity has both collective and
individual, external and internal dimensions. With reference to individual,
internal aspects of ethnic identity, Roessingh concludes that the ways in
which Garinagu experience their ethnicity differ by degree. At one end of
the spectrum is commitment to ethnicity as "a way of life" (p. 197), and at
the other end, denial. Intermediate positions range from partial acceptance to
situational and strategie use. He finds that ethnic identity and national iden-
tity are not competing identities for Garinagu in Belize.

It is proverbial that one can't judge a book by its cover. The Belizean
Garifuna appropriately bears the photograph of an old woman wearing
a musue, the headscarf that immediately identifies a woman in Belize as
Garifuna; and some passages in the book suggest that older adults, and espe-
cially women, show greater commitment to ethnic identity than younger peo-
ple do. This is something that I have observed in Belize; ethnic identity as
Garifuna seems often to become more meaningful with increasing age. The
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questions of how age and gender figure in the expression and experience of
ethnic identity, and why, do not receive attention here. Rather, Roessingh's
interest lies in showing that a strong sense of identity as a Garifuna does not
foster separatism or preclude a strong sense of national identity as a Belizean.
In doing so, he provides a comprehensive account of Garifuna history and
life in Belize at the end of the twentieth century.

Cuba: una literatura sin fronteras / Cuba: A Literature beyond Boundaries.
SUSANNA REGAZZONI (ed.). Madrid: Iberoamericana/Frankfurt am Main,
Germany: Vervuert, 2001. 148 pp. (Paper € 12.80)

Boricua Literature: A Literary History of the Puerto Rican Diaspora. LiSA
SANCHEZ GONZALEZ. New York: New York University Press, 2001. viii +
216 pp. (Paper US$18.50)

NICOLE ROBERTS

Department of Liberal Arts
The University of the West Indies
St. Augustine, Trinidad
<nroberts@fhe.uwi.tt>

These would be important books simply on the strength of the subject matter
covered in each: Cuba and Puerto Rico share a common cultural history and
both texts identify and, to a large extent, explore the literary histories of these
two Hispanic Caribbean countries. In each there is an appreciation of the cul-
tural dynamic that constitutes the literary histories of Cuba and Puerto Rico.

Susanna Regazzoni's introductory chapter "Cuba, cubanidad y cubania:
Identidad y escritura" offers a dense overview of several areas of interest or
concern in present-day Cuba: authors of renown both past and present both
on and off the island, the economie embargo, proximity to the United States,
exile, socialism's international fall from grace, the Cuban diaspora, and race
relations. The essay ends with a short biographical overview and commen-
tary on the oeuvres of Cuban authors Mayra Montero (who lives in Puerto
Rico) and Mirta Yanez and Abilio Estévez (who live in Havana), showing
how their writings (re)present good examples of the variety in themes and
differing narrative styles and techniques present in Cuban literature today.

The book is further enriched by its two-part presentation. Part One,
"Critica," centers on critical scholarly writing; the much shorter Part Two,
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"Creación," comprises one story in the testimonio genre and one short story.
"Domicilio desconocido," by Nancy Alonso, is a narrator's nostalgie memory
of Cuba while serving in Africa, and in "Nada, salvo el aire" by Mirta Yafiez,
the narrator holds a short conversation in a park with an indigent vagabond. In
both, the protagonists reinforce the idea of freedom of thought and the popular
voice, as tools that express Caribbean identity. Another appealing aspect of
the work lies in the all-inclusive nature of the seven essays in Part One, which
cover several literary genres and focus specifically on Cuban women writers.

In Chapter 1, "Las antepasadas," Regazzoni (Venice) documents a liter-
ary history of Gertrudis Gómez de Avellaneda and La Condesa de Merlin
(Maria de la Merced Santa Cruz y Montalvo), presenting them as literary
"mothers" of Cuban feminist thought in the case of the former, and of a
literature that first dealt with the concept of identity and exile in the case of
the latter. In "Autoras cubanas en Espana durante el siglo XIX," the Spaniard
Maria del Carmen Simón Palmer provides an overview of the theme of exile
as presented in the works of Cuban writers living in Spain in the nineteenth
century. In the main this chapter will be of great interest to scholars for its
extensive bibliography of published works and for its biographical informa-
tion on these exiled Cuban authors. In addition, it features a listing of schol-
arly writing on the works of Gómez de Avellaneda.

Also of interest in this text is the editor's inclusion of a most welcome chap-
ter, "From Exile to Doublé Minority: Women Writers in Cuban Exile Theatre,"
by American (Miami-based) critic Maida Watson. One of only two essays in
the book that are written in English, it explains that this largely unknown body
of literature comprises an extensive corpus of writing; Watson both provides
an overview and presents the thematic foei of several of the plays discussed.

Feminist criticism only came to life in Cuba in the 1980s. In "Fragmentos
de un (cotidiano) discurso amoroso," Irina Bajini (Milan) suggests that
Cuban écritureféminine began with poets Carilda Oliver Labra, Fina Garcia-
Marruz, and Dulce Maria Loynaz, and she praises these women who in their
poetic musings explored language, as well as language use and its vital link
to identity. Narrative informs the final triree chapters of the book and spe-
cifically that of Cristina Garcia and Mylene Fernandez Pintado. In "From
'the-world-in-the-home to the-home-in-the-world': Cristina Garcia's The
Agüero Sisters," Daniela Ciani Forza (Venice), writing in English, suggests
that Garcia's novel provides readers with an in-depth exploration of Cuban
cultural identity by means of an examination of the fluidity of history.

To end the book, Diony Duran (Cuba) sheds some light on Mylene
Fernandez Pintado both in an essay entitled "Wendy quiere volar" and in a
lengthy interview with Fernandez Pintado that reveals thematic areas of con-
cern as well as her obsession with writing, with the future, and with love.
There can be no doubt that the diversity of backgrounds of the critics included
in this collection increases its appeal. Ironically, they add to the comment on
hybridity that is a central element in Cuban identity.
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In Boricua Literature, Lisa Sanchez Gonzalez explores themes of race,
identity, life writing, and music, presenting them as markers of national and
ethnic identity. A part of the interest of her book results from the varied ways
in which it contributes to our understanding of Puerto Rico, its diaspora, and
its incipient survival in the context of a crushing U.S. hegemony. Ho wever,
in the same vein, Sanchez Gonzalez is clear from the onset that her intention
is to "explore the diaspora as an integral community with its ownpoliti-
cal, aesthetic, and philosophical agency and agendas" (p. 17). Moreover she
purports to assess this literature based on "its own specific assessment of its
own unique predicament as a U.S. community of color" (p. 17). This text is
long overdue in Puerto Rican Studies scholarship. Chapter 1, "For the Sake
of Love: Luisa Capetillo, Anarchy and Boricua Literary History," is a study
of this radical anarcho-feminist. Luisa Capetillos's writing is presented as
a unique work which embodies an invaluable knowledge of Puerto Rican
cultural history. Chapter 2, "Boricua Modernism," argues that the work of
Arturo Schomburg and William Carlos Williams epitomizes a generation of
Puerto Rican writers who build a cultural literary history, reafifirming them as
Boricua icons of modernism and negating their historically accepted status
as founding fathers of American modernism.

Although none of the chapters gloss over the problems inherent in any
discourse on identity and literary history, several stand out for their attention
to detail and in-depth argumentation. Chapter 3, "A Boricua in the Stacks,"
for example, presents the life and work of Pura Teresa Blepré, an Afro-Latina,
Boricua, children's librarian, researcher, civil rights activist, storyteller, and
writer. Sanchez Gonzalez reiterates throughout the text that Blepré's work
would have continued to exist within "a pattern of neglect" (p. 84) were
it not for her concern with the expression of Puerto Rican identity and her
insistence on the value of confronting issues of race, gender, and culture in
narrating or exploring "Boricua" critical consciousness.

The next chapter, '"I Like to Be in America' [sic]: Three Women's Texts,"
also stands out because it at once details the "minority condition" and posits
the theory that most "Latinos" - or in this case "Latinas" - allow the United
States to commodify them. Puerto Rican culture, Sanchez Gonzalez argues,
is corrupted to please a U.S. publishing market. She bases this on extensive
explorations of the works of Carmen de Monteflores, Judith Ortiz Cofer, and
Esmeralda Santiago. This chapter can only be deemed obligatory for any
serious scholar of Puerto Rican studies or Caribbean cultural studies.

The final chapter, "jYa deja eso! Toward an Epi-fenomenal Approach
to Boricua Cultural Studies," reclaims salsa both as a social text and as a
vibrant link between Puerto Rican and other communities of color. Sanchez
Gonzalez reclaims this oral art form from the racist definitions that have been
placed on it by Western culture.
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While any Caribbean scholar or student of Caribbean literature and histo-
ry should consider this book essential, it must be noted that its scope is large
and that parts of it are a difficult read because of the theoretical language.
However, the result is a variety in scope, coverage, and aesthetic.

Overall, these two texts offer succinct coverage of a broad range of fields,
providing in-depth documentation, analysis, and criticism. At the start of the
twenty-first century, both underscore the merit that should be afforded to
Caribbean cultural and women studies.

Passages II: Histoire etpouvoir dans la littérature antillo-guyanaise. ANGE-

SÉVERIN MALANDA. Paris: Editions du Ciref, 2002. 245 pp. (€ 23.00)

KATHLEEN GYSSELS

Postcolonial Research Group
University of Antwerp
B 2000, Antwerp, Belgium
<kathleen.gyssels@ua.ac.be>

At first sight, the title of Malanda's essay promises to provide a better under-
standing of the relationship between history and power in French-Caribbean
and French-Guyanese literature, the latter being generally overlooked, in
sharp contrast with the literature produced in Martinique and Guadeloupe.
French Guiana of course has fewer well-known writers, but the few (Serge
Patiënt, Elie Stéphenson, and Bertène Juminer) who, since Damas, have con-
tinually struggled for greater recognition of Cayenne and the "arrière-pays"
do deserve to be given more critical attention.1

Malanda's essay attempts to establish a genuine dialogue between con-
cepts springing from a variety of horizons and disciplines, and to apply those
theoretical tools to a body of literature from both the French Antilles and
French Guiana. Malanda is a well-read scholar, and he includes solid ref-
erences in his work. His approach is enriched by concepts of French phi-
losophers (Derrida, Deleuze, Bourdieu, Althusser, Aron, de Certeau, and
even Léo Apostel, a philosopher from the University of Ghent [p. 192]),
and his knowledge of anthropologists (Lévi-Strauss, André, Hazard), lin-

1. The website for these authors is currently in preparation: http://www.lehman.cuny.
edu/ile.en.ile
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guists (Greimas, Jakobson), psychoanalysts (Freud, Lacan), literary theorists
(Genette, Barthes, Caillois), and critics is sound.

In Chapter 1, Malanda summarizes the rare essays and surveys that have
been done of Guianese literarure, with critical words for almost everyone
who has taken tentative steps to make this literarure known. He is disap-
pointed in the authors of the Introduction a la littérature guyanaise (1996),
Monique Blérald and her husband Biringanine Ndagano, both of whom teach
at the Cayenne campus of the Université des Antilles-Guyane. Locating
themselves "halfway between the defenders of créolité and those of guy-
anité" he writes, "they close themselves off from the lessons of narrative
and discursive semiotics, theories of historicity, and theories of the process
of knowledge, esthetics, and poetics" (p. 21). Malanda is equally negative
about writers from the Caribbean. Raphaël Confiant and Patrick Chamoiseau
are criticized for minimizing the impact and legacies of slavery in French
Guiana and for insisting, in their Lettres créoles, on a separation between
literarure of the French Antilles, on the one hand, and that of French Guiana
on the other (p. 20). While I can agree with Malanda's plea for a more uni-
fied treatment, I consider his harsh treatment of others who have written sub-
stantial criticism on the literary production in the French Antilles unjustified.
Mireille Rosello, Richard Burton, and even Maryse Condé are in his opinion
"neither renewing nor innovating in any way the methods of reading and
approaches to interpretation" (p. 23). Their work suffers, according to him,
from the fact that they have mainly studied French Caribbean literature from
a thematic perspective.

This being said, Malanda promises to interrogate the relationship between
history and power in Antillo-Guyanese literature. Much to my surprise, how-
ever, most of the authors whom Malanda discusses and whose work he ana-
lyzes are from the départements d'outre-mer (Confiant, Condé, Schwarz-
Bart), and not from French Guiana. Apart from his discussion of the poet
Elie Stéphenson {Ou [sic] se trouvent les orangers, p. 142), his attention
goes mainly to authors who have already benefited from widespread critical
attention: Confiant in Martinique, Roumain and Alexis in Haiti, and Condé
and Schwarz-Bart in Guadeloupe.

The moment when Malanda writes at his best and really examines the
nature of an author's mimésis is when he tackles Martinique's most famous
pair of authors. He argues that Chamoiseau, while addressing the problem
of widespread domination in the French departments, is basically unable
to understand the structures and methods that make such total domination
possible (p. 120). Indeed, the real issue is the question of the paralogismes
aporétiques of the créolité movement (p. 121), the dénégation de la dénéga-
tion of Martinique's most subversive, controversial author, Raphaël Confiant.
Breaking with the general "hagiographic trend" (p. 185) of French literary
criticism pertaining to Martinique and Guadeloupe, he unravels some of
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the paradoxes and inconsistencies of Martinique's most prominent authors.
There is much to say, I agree, about the "posture" that Confiant takes and the
violent accusations he levels at Aimé Césaire. Like Annie LeBrun, Roger
Toumson, and Maryse Condé before him, Malanda takes on the legitimate
defense of Césaire, the founder of Martinican poetry and the "father" of
French Caribbean literature. Coming from an African scholar, the charge
that Chamoiseau and Confiant have engaged in "la conjuration ou l'élision
de l'Afrique" (the erasure of Africa) has to be taken seriously. Other critics
and readers have also picked up on this and interpreted it as patent proof of
denial, a "complexe de culture narcissique" (p. 193). In unmasking these
authors in particular, and the whole movement of créolité more generally,
Malanda is right to point out the "exces de la perception carnavalesque du
monde" (p. 53) and to argue that "la dénégation de la dénégation va tres loin;
elle assure la promotion de n'importe quoi: toute puissance de la haine de la
pensee, nouvelle mise en scène du génie de la déraison" (p. 186).

In the final chapter of the book, Malanda surprises us with what was
really at the core of his preoccupations, the relationship (or better, distance)
between language and reality, the question of orality and writing, of read-
ing and writing, of "affects, percepts and concepts" (p. 18). Here he shows
how the language of black diaspora authors is a language reinvented and
recreated, a language that is precisely retaught to represent the gap and the
"broken word," the dispersion of meaning when it comes to represent the
Middle Passage, the plantation universe with its violences, and the series
of centuries-long oppression, racism, and discrimination. He proves this by
twice quoting the same lines by Foucault (pp. 150, 197), and alluding to Toni
Morrison (pp. 196-97), who indeed has beautifully shown in Beloved (19&7)
how the slave's experience is "beyond" language, how the alphabet is "en-
deca" of the Peculiar's Institution's "unthinkable and unspoken" brutalities
against blacks. He quotes from her important essay, Playing in the Dark:
Whiteness and the Literary Imagination (1992), and from Foucault:

La littérature, ce n'est pas Ie langage se rapprochant de soi jusqu'au point
de sa brülante manifestation, c'est Ie langage se mettant au plus loin de
lui-même; et si en cette mise hors de soi, il dévoile son être propre, cette
clarté soudaine révèle un écart plutöt qu'un repli, une dispersion plutöt
qu'un retour des signes sur eux-mêmes. (cited on p. 197)

Having read this essay, I am not convinced that Malanda has succeeded in
his goal of "methodological innovation," or even in fulfilling the promise
of his title to supply a sound study of the relationship between "power" and
"history" in French Guianese and Antillean literature. While attempting to
cast light on this neglected area of postcolonial literature, and to extrapolate
postmodern and poststructuralist concepts, he only rarely succeeds in apply-
ing Freudian notions such as Ie malaise de la culture (p. 60) to Francophone
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Caribbean literatures, as seen in several novels of a carnivalesque nature.
Indeed, another interesting example is the discussion of Derrida's concepts
of polemos and eros in Césairean theater (p. 102). Aside from these inter-
esting and insightful pages, readers will learn little about French Guianese
literature and its representations of "power" and "history."

Overall, this is a richly documented essay and a highly polemical approach
to the recent (dominant) movement in French Caribbean literature. Aside
from minor weaknesses, for example, misspellings such as Wilmor instead
of Wilnor (p. 138) or Simone Henry Valmore instead of Simonne Henry-
Valmore (p. 135), overly long sentences, which make the reading at times
difficult, and loose grammatical structures, one can only praise Malanda
for his daring demonstration of some of the most obvious paradoxes in
Martinican literature, for his effort to cast light on a largely neglected area
of postcolonial literature (French Guiana), and for the extrapolation of post-
modern and poststructuralist concepts to this "peripheral" body of writing.
On the other hand, another format and the use of an index would have made
for more agreeable reading.
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Like just about every other critical study of Caribbean literature, this one
focuses on identity, the predominant concern of Caribbean writers. Here the
subject is the search for identity by female characters in the novels of three
authors, Jamaica Kincaid, Maryse Condé, and Paule Marshall, as well as, by
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extension, the authors themselves and black women readers. Although the
focus is on women, Alexander accords considerable discussion to some male
characters, notably Deighton Boyce, in Marshall's Brown Girl, Brownstones,
Ibrahima Sory, in Condé's Heremakhonon, and Lebert Joseph, in Marshall's
Praisesongfor the Widow. Indeed this last figure ranks with such other char-
acters as Mama Yaya in Conde's /, Tituba, Black Witch of Salem and Ma
Chess in Kincaid's Annie John in emphasizing the importance of the role of
the mediator in directing the protagonist toward a sense of self, which is also
a sense of community and history.

Alexander's reason for choosing these three authors is somewhat mud-
dled. Although, she says, "Caribbean women authors and their writings
have received little critical attention, and as such their works have seldom
been given the serious scholarly attention or sustained critical scrutiny they
deserve" (p. 1), she concentrates on the three who have received the most
attention, apparently because they have received it, not because, as she con-
tends, of "their unique perspective" in sharing "blackness, femaleness, and
Caribbeanness" (p. 2), all of which the neglected authors likewise share.
Thus what we have in this book is, except for Alexander's notable interview
with Condé (not listed in the bibliography), a reiteration of previous readings
by other critics meshed with Alexander's own reading, at the expense of
leaving the unrecognized Caribbean authors and their writings still unrecog-
nized. Readers are teased with Selwyn Cudgoe's contention that Caribbean
women's writings "cannot be viewed in isolation" (p. 2) and Toni Morrison's
observation that black writers have more "affinity for the village or village
values" (p. 191) than white writers because urban settings offer them less of
a sense of belonging. But Alexander seldom allows comparisons with other
authors to infiltrate her study of Kincaid, Condé, and Marshall. Not only
would some comparisons with other Caribbean women writers be welcome
(remedying to some degree their having been ignored), but the inclusion of
some comparisons with other postcolonial and civil rights women writers
of the diaspora (Cudjoe), with white writers (Morrison), and with writers of
"mainstream European culture," with whom "Caribbean women's writing
is in dialogue" (p. 2) (Alexander), would have enriched and advanced the
discussion. Moreover, because Alexander focuses on the signifïcance and
pivotal role of the "ancestral presence" in the search for identity, one auto-
matically yearns for some reference to African women's writings. Where and
how are the values and teachings and traditions of the indispensable ancestral
voice presented in African women's novels? Buchi Emecheta's The Joys
of Motherhood or Tsitsi Dangaremba's Nervous Conditions, for example,
might have offered some valuable insights.

Alexander makes use of the vocabulary of a variety of other writers in her
discussion of mother imagery, for instance, Susheila Nasta's "motherlands"
(p. 3), Gloria Wade-Gayles's "othermother" (p. 7), Benedict Anderson's
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"imagined communities" (p. 10), Erna Brodber's "zombification" (p. 19),
and Toni Morrison's "another way of knowing things" (p. 137). All of these
notions she uses to explore the basic theme of identity as characters confront
motherlands and Motherlands; mothers, grandmothers, and surrogate moth-
ers; natural mothers and spiritual mothers; Carib mothers and colonial moth-
ers; living mothers and dead mothers. They search for imagined homelands,
fight off colonization of the mind, and construct their own histories. The
protagonists vary in the fulfillment of their quest, some of them ending up
fragmented and alienated, but all who do make any progress do so because
of the guidance of mothers who are part of a history that has not been written
- ancestral mothers. Although there is some hope that some of these pro-
tagonists, like Annie in Annie John and Selina in Brown Girl, Brownstones,
will ultimately attain a sense of self (Annie by leaving Antigua for England
and Selina by leaving the United States for Barbados), it is Tituba in /,
Tituba, Black Witch of Salem and Avey (Avatara) Johnson in Praisesongfor
the Widow who are the most successful in this endeavor. Moreover, aside
from Annie, it is those characters who search in the Caribbean, the mother-
land, rather than in Africa, the Motherland, or in either the United States or
England, the colonizing mother countries, who seem to have the most luck.

For both students and teachers, this volume is a good introduction to the
works of Kincaid, Condé, and Marshall and a valuable source of information
on their preoccupation with the search for identity. Just as important, it is a
thoughtful response by a sensitive and probing critic to a topic that never
ceases to be interesting and that any reader of this fiction will appreciate.

Islands at the Crossroads: Politics in the Non-Independent Caribbean. AARÓN
GAMALIEL RAMOS & ANGEL ISRAËL RTVERA (eds.). Kingston: Ian Randle/Boulder
CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2001. xxi + 190 pp. (Paper US$ 22.95)

GERT OOSTINDIE

KITLV / Royal Netherlands Institute of Southeast Asian and Caribbean Studies
2300 RA Leiden, the Netherlands
<oostindie@ kitlv.nl>

Two centuries after the Haitian Revolution, the formal decolonization of the
Caribbean is still incomplete, a situation not likely to change in any near
future. Of the four major European colonizers, only Spain was forced to
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retreat from the region. With Puerto Rico, which was taken by force from
Spain, and the U.S. Virgins Islands, the United States has the largest share
of the nonsovereign Caribbean, followed by France with its départements
d'outre-mer (DOM), the Netherlands with the Netherlands Antilles and
Aruba, and the United Kingdom with its British Overseas Territories. In all,
some 15 percent of all 37 million people living in the Caribbean inhabit non-
sovereign territories. The overwhelming majority of citizens in these islands
(and in the one Continental territory, French Guiana) are adamantly opposed
to a move toward full independence. This is not surprising, bearing in mind
that standards of living in most of these territories are very high by sovereign
Caribbean standards. Moreover, the citizens of these nonsovereign islands
have metropolitan citizenship and thus full residence rights in the metropolis,
which large numbers of them have indeed exercised. Moreover, there are
metropolitan guarantees of territorial integrity and the observation of human
rights and liberties which - to mention but some postwar republics - would
well have served Guyana or Suriname.

There are, of course, drawbacks to this sheltered constitutional status.
The most obvious of these is the issue of national identity and the frustrations
which inevitably come with the continued subordination to the erstwhile col-
onizer. In fact, easily glossing over the constitutional subtleties of the various
arrangements, the editors and several contributors to this collection of essays
simply refer to the nonsovereign territories as "colonies." Next there is the
frustration, most strongly feit by local administrators, over metropolitan
interference with local rule. Then there are two dimensions in which the pre-
sumed advantages of nonsovereignty produce unexpected disadvantages as
well. Metropolitan protectionism and often massive financial transfers may
have helped to boost per capita income, but also served to create uncompeti-
tive consumer economies and, particularly for Puerto Rico and the DOMs,
"aid addiction." Likewise the easy outlet of migration may have served to
release population pressure in these densely populated islands, but at the
same time it results in a brain drain and an exclusive orientation toward the
metropolis which serves to further isolate the islands from their Caribbean
surroundings.

The body of scholarly literature on the nonsovereign Caribbean is any-
thing but abundant. Moreover, fully in tune with real life intraregional divi-
sions, most of this literature tends to lack a serious comparative perspec-
tive. Islands at the Crossroads: Politics in the Non-Independent Caribbean
is therefore a very welcome addition to this literature. This collection of
essays presents both useful analyses of the various bloes of nonsovereign
Caribbean territories and two attempts by the editors to provide a compara-
tive perspective and to chart courses for future development. Most of the
contributions are well written, informative, and devoid of oblique ideological
jargon. This is a commendable feat, as studies on the "colonial" Caribbean
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tend to focus on identity issues in highly frustrated registers, leaving little
room for nuance.

In the preface it becomes clear that the initiative to publish this volume
was Puerto Rican. Yet the editors, both attached to the University of Puerto
Rico, have managed to arrange for broad coverage. Of the eleven contribu-
tions to Islands at the Crossroads, three have a general focus: the introduc-
tion, the conclusion, and one paper discussing ways of allowing the non-
sovereign Caribbean to participate more fully in the United Nations. Of the
remaining eight chapters, two focus on Puerto Rico, no less than three on the
French DOMs, two on the major Dutch Caribbean islands (Aruba and the
largest island of the five-island Netherlands Antilles, Curacao) and one on
the British Overseas Territories. Unfortunately, the U.S. Virgins Islands and
the Dutch Windward Antilles, of which St. Martin is the most important, are
not discussed. In the introduction and conclusion one does sense an emphasis
on Puerto Rican concerns. This does not really need much excuse. After all,
of the 5.3 million citizens living in the nonsovereign Caribbean, 3.8 million
are Puerto Ricans.

In his introduction, Ramos rightly states that "Political life in the colonies
is thus determined by a deep-seated tension between seemingly contradic-
tory inclinations: the preservation of social and economie gains, and the con-
solidation of the cultural communities" (p. xvii). In the conclusion, Rivera
attempts to point a way out in which the nonsovereign Caribbean will obtain
far more autonomy without as yet attaining full sovereignty. His vision, sadly
at odds with the reality of the past decades, includes a gradual diminishing of
the gaps between the sovereign and nonsovereign Caribbean, more "interde-
pendent dependency" and the eventual creation of a "supranational regional
identity" (p. 175) - all of this in a region still seemingly hopelessly divided
by colonial legacies and contemporary interests and alliances.

Two critical observations seem appropriate. First, there is a remarkable
neglect of the significance of the diaspora in the metropolitan centers. Thus,
no serious discussion of the political clout of these overseas communities,
nor an attempt to fully explore the consequences of the emergence of truly
transnational communities to the never-ceasing language debates in Puerto
Rico and the Netherlands Antilles.

Second, in one crucial aspect the editors have missed a golden opportu-
nity. The very basic statistical profile at the end of the book leaves much to
be desired. Ramos and Rivera apparently have not asked their contributors
to provide data on issues such as per capita metropolitan transfers to their
dependent territories, unemployment, and migration and the volume of the
diaspora in the metropolis. Nor have they attempted to collect and compare
such data by themselves. There are therefore only scattered references to
some of these data throughout the book. This is an inexcusable shortcoming
in a collection of essays that claims to provide a truly comparative perspec-
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tive. (This complaint, I should perhaps elucidate, reflects my own frustration
of having to spend several weeks collecting data before finally being able to
fill in such statistics in the comparative chapters of a recently published study
on Dutch decolonization policies in the Caribbean [Oostindie & Klinkers
2003]. The absence of any serious previous attempt to compare such data
illustrates how the study of the nonsovereign Caribbean has suffered from a
neglect of hard facts.)

In spite of these flaws, the volume is a timely contribution to the scholarly
literature on Caribbean decolonization and particularly on the present state of
the nonsovereign Caribbean. Whether the optimistic projections offered by
the editors will materialize remains to be seen. I, for one, find it difficult to
believe that they will. In spite of the inevitable ambivalence and frustrations
that go with their status of de facto subordination, the "colonies" will con-
tinue to prefer this sheltered existence above a move toward a risky full sov-
ereignty. The metropolitan centers in turn will not be inclined to transfer sub-
stantial political power to these remnants of empire. Meanwhile, through a
process of liberalization, economie performance might improve as all parties
so desperately hope, yet it is highly unlikely that islands such as Puerto Rico,
Martinique, or Curacao will ever reach the standards of living and opportu-
nity of their respective metropolises. Hence, in spite of the phenomenon of
circular migration, a persistent surplus of migration to the erstwhile "mother
country" will remain a prime ingrediënt of these postcolonial bonds.

REFERENCE

OOSTINDIE, GERT & INGE KLINKERS, 2003. Decolonising the Caribbean: Dutch Policies in

a Comparative Perspective. Amsterdam: Amsterdam University Press.

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:15:28PM
via free access



174 New West lndian Guide I Nieuwe West-Indische Gids vol, 78 no.1 &2 (2004)

Opacity: Gender, Sexuality, Race, and the "Problem" of ïdentity in
Martinique. DAVID A.B. MURRAY. New York: Peter Lang, 2002. xi + 188
pp. (Paper US$ 29.95)

KATHERINE E. BROWNE

Department of Anthropology
Colorado State University
Fort Collins CO 80523, U.S.A.
<kate.browne@colostate.edu>

The goal of David Murray's Opacity is to demonstrate how queer theory,
combined with performativity theory, helps exposé the instability and "opac-
ity" of group identities, whether they are heterosexual, homosexual, racial,
or gendered. During Murray's year-long residence in Martinique in 1992, he
sought out prospects for his study of sexuality by joining a theater workshop
located in the Cultural Action Center of the island's urban capital, Fort-de-
France. The group of about fifteen people met over the course of a year; the
first seven months were devoted to improvisational skits, and the following
four to rehearsals for the play staged annually for a general audience.

Besides the small troupe of actors he worked with and the few gay men
he met and relied on most heavily for his discourse analysis, Murray makes
no mention of how many people he interviewed for his study. However, he
does include occasional comments from others, such as a local administrator,
a friend of a workshop participant, people on the street, men at a gay bar, and
several Carnival participants and spectators.

The book, however, is not primarily about Martinique, but makes use
of Murray's collection of ethnographic snapshots from the island to test the
muscle of newer theories about identities. Queer theory positions itself as a
necessary corrective to the idea of "essential" identities that continue to be
assumed in many studies of social difference. In fact, because queer theory is
so devoted to blurring group boundaries, it contests the identity politics that
leads "homosexuals" to organize as a single group in order to win acceptance
among "heterosexuals." Such efforts, say queer theorists, merely reinforce
the binary oppositions that underlie political oppression.

Murray attempts to avoid this impasse, arguing for both the instability
of sexuality as a category and its simultaneous political necessity. He also
calls on Judith Butler's (1990:6) theory of "performativity" to show that it is
through "the effects of discourse" that one experiences a subjectivity about
the self and that these experiences are always ambiguous.
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Opacity is theoretically mapped into two sections: "Privileged Perform-
atives" and "Disruptive Performatives," according to the relative opportuni-
ties to interrupt or challenge normative discourses. The chapters of the first
section are devoted to research in more explicitly public venues, including
city streets and the city-financed theater workshop during the months of play
rehearsal. Murray shows readers, for example, how, in public spaces, men
reproduce the discourses of heterosexual masculinity in a variety of ways,
such as when they express their desire for women, when they signal their fear
of women, or when they insult homosexuals or behaviors they believe are
associated with it. Gay men must also reproduce these narratives of desire
when in public.

In the second section, Murray shows how less public spaces present
greater opportunities for discourses that may disrupt assumed normative
standards. He draws the material for these chapters from months of improvi-
sational exercises with the theater group, informal discussions with gay men
about their problems living in Martinique or Paris, their fantasies about life
in Canada, and research into the sexually charged events and street parades
of Carnival.

The overarching strength of Opacity lies in its theory-driven effort to make
sense of disparate discourses and contradictory practices among a group of
men who self-identify as gai. In addition, Murray's fieldwork represents both
a bold attempt to document what lives in the shadows in Martinique and a
conscious effort to implicate his own white, foreigner presence in the nature
of responses he gets from informants.

The difficulties readers might encounter with Opacity relate partly to its
strengths. Because Murray wants to show the instability of categories, he
works to identify multiple voices and interpretations of a given topic, such
as desire, oppression, etc. The problem is not the inclination to demonstrate
instability through multiplicity, but the tendency to leave these multiple voices
unexplored ethnographically. For example, Murray uses a single, disembod-
ied statement from a woman he meets at a bus stop to make a point about local
racial understandings. Elsewhere, he makes theoretical use of the jeering of
teenagers in a balcony without bringing readers into a meaningfully devel-
oped ethnographic landscape. When the abstract idea about people is tethered
to a world of real people with only a thin string, the argument itself risks los-
ing its moorings altogether. The analytical claims in chapters that focus on the
theater group are compelling precisely because they rise from a context.

From a strictly technical point of view, careful editing of the book could
have simplified unduly complex language and eliminated whole passages
that recur in the text. On page 34, for example, Murray notes, "I could find
no straightforward correlations between the speaker's racial classification
and that of his ideal partner." He then repeats the passage on page 119. The
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repetition is particularly noticeable given Murray's general rejection of posi-
tivist research and the fact that his sample is not suited for such analysis.

On balance, however, the book makes an important contribution in its use
of theory to break down the door of a closeted phenomenon in the Caribbean.
With such an opening, it will now be easier for researchers to explore other
dimensions of nontraditional sexualities, including the fullness of struggles,
contradictions, and sites of liberation experienced by Caribbean women as
well as men. We have much more to learn on the topic, and Opacity has
taken a bold step in this important new direction.
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Kean Gibson's Comfa Religion and Creole Language in a Caribbean
Community is a thorough and insightful ethnographic analysis of a highly
eclectic and often confusing Guyanese religion. Given the fact that Comfa and
similar religions (Trinidadian Orisha, Haitian Vodoun, Brazilian Candomble,
and others) have been forged by peoples who are pragmatically adapting
Old World cultures to New World contingencies, "highly eclectic" and "con-
fusing" are common assessments of these African-derived religions of the
New World. In my mind, it is Gibson's working assumption that Comfa is a
viable religion in its own right, quite independent of the "great" or "world"
religions of Guyana (Christianity, Islam, and Hinduism), that enables her to
conceptually wade through the various symbolic, ideological, and liturgical
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manifestations of this religion and emerge with a coherent, clever, and read-
able analysis.

In her introduction, Gibson states that three primary objectives provided
the motivation for writing the book. The first objective was to document the
beliefs and practices of a religion that has been overlooked by other scholars;
she accomplishes this and then some. Not only are the specific details of a
number of different rites and ceremonies of Comfa provided, these rituals
are also contextualized vis-a-vis the continuüm of religious practices ranging
from highly African (or "Creole") to highly Christian.

Her second objective was to establish Comfa as an autonomous religion,
certainly syncretic, transformative, and multicultural but, nevertheless, a sig-
nificant "member" (with all the autonomy that label confers) of the com-
munity of religions one finds in Guyana. Unfortunately, up until perhaps the
1970s, the term "syncretism," when invoked to characterize African-derived
religions, was understood to be a pejorative term for describing what was
considered by some to be no more than a hodgepodge of beliefs and practices
derived from any number of different cultural traditions cobbled together
in a haphazard fashion. This notion was only partly correct; the beliefs and
practices were (and are) undeniably culturally diverse but the borrowing and
incorporation that accompanies the syncretic process is rational and prag-
matic. (See Houk 1995 for a discussion of a similar process that occurred
in the Orisha religion in Trinidad, a religion that is similar in many ways to
Comfa in Guyana.) In fact, all religions, from Buddhism to Christianity to
Zoroastrianism, were syncretic in the rudimentary stages of their develop-
ment. In the case of Comfa (and Orisha in Trinidad), we are actually witness-
ing the birth pangs of religions that are in the very early stages of what will
apparently be a long developmental process.

This brings us to the final and, in my mind, the most important objec-
tive noted by Gibson in the introduction to the book: to demonstrate that the
classical or traditional notion of decreolization is not credible. According to
the classic model of decreolization, creole languages, and (by analogy) cre-
ole (or African-derived) religions, would gradually but inexorably undergo a
transformation into forms that would increasingly resemble the "exemplar"
- in the case of language, Standard English (in former British colonies) and
in the case of religion, Christianity. One is reminded here of the putative
absolute and inherent "Truths" of the metanarratives of modernity that were
embraced by the culturally myopic and ethnographically uninformed as stan-
dards by which ideologies of the "other" were to be judged. Again, Gibson
successfully accomplishes her stated objective.

In the introduction, Gibson notes that she will attack the classical model
of decreolization analytically and substantively (through "data analysis," in
her words) and also by demonstrating that the theory itself was the by-prod-
uct of Eurocentric bias. I do have one small complaint here; one does not
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establish the validity or wrongness of a theory by undermining the episte-
mology or intellectual mindset that produced it. Yes, Eurocentrism is abiased
perspective that has produced a number of flawed and inaccurate notions and
ideas concerning the non-European (or, more generally, non-Western) world.
Nevertheless, the germ theory of disease, to cite one example, is superior to
the Tsembaga's demon theory of disease in regard to the strict etiology of
sickness (see Rappaport 1967). To be fair, Gibson does demonstrate that,
at least in this case, the racial and cultural bias of Eurocentrism did, in fact,
produce a theoretical model (decreolization) that appears to be at best dubi-
ous and at worst totally inaccurate. Her negative comments regarding the
decreolization model notwithstanding, Gibson does note that the classical
basilect/mesolect/acrolect continuüm that accompanies the model can serve
as a strictly descriptive tooi; in fact, she notes that creole religion and lan-
guage in Guyana could be considered basilects and mesolects with the appel-
lation "acrolect" reserved for "standard" English and Christianity. I was a bit
surprised (and, frankly, somewhat disappointed) that Gibson did not simply
throw out the baby too; the etymology of terms such as basilect suggests a
hierarchy within which some types are considered to have a lower status than
others. I am quibbling a bit here, but I do feel that a change in terminology
is called for.

Most Caribbean scholars will no doubt agree that this book is a valuable
contribution to the academie literature on the region. Gibson's postmodern-
istic foray into the modernistic "metatheory" of decreolization is well docu-
mented, insightful, and convincing. I would consider this work a "must read"
for those with interest in these areas.
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This is an essentially ethnological study that seeks to tracé the transmis-
sion, from Iran through India to Trinidad, of the sacred Shi'i or Shi'iah com-
memoration of the death of the Prophet Mohammed's grandson, Husayn,
at Karbala in Iraq in 61 A.H./ 680 CE.1 The commemoration called by the
creolized name, Hosay, in Trinidad takes place during the first ten days of the
month of Muharram, the first month in the Islamic calendar.

The study consists of an introduction and six chapters, plus an epilogue,
extensive endnotes, and a comprehensive bibliography. In his introduction
Korom provides the rationale for choosing the concept of creolization, rather
than synthesis or hybridization, to interpret the process of adaptation and
accommodation that the commemorative rituals have undergone in India and
Trinidad, a rationale to which he returns in his conclusion. His fundamental
argument is that the concept of creolization is "an appropriate alternative to
the outdated and problematic concept of syncretism," which allows him to
"emphasize human agency, the conscious decisions made by human actors"
in his analysis of the rite's historical transformation (p. 5); that hybridization
is a postmodernist rendering of creolization; and that creolization is a "well-
established part of Caribbeanist vocabulary" (p. 11). The last part of this
rationale is undoubtedly true. As early as 1871, Rev. John Morton, head of the
Canadian Mission Church in Trinidad, referred to the term Hosay as a "cre-
olism" {Trinidad Chronicle April 11,1871). It's debatable whether "creoliza-
tion" (like its obverse, "decreolization") with its changing Latin/Caribbean
nuances over time, should be applied to countries like India, as Korom does
(p. 227). The concept was originally political and used to distinguish Hispanic
whites born in Spanish America and the Caribbean {Criollos) from Hispanic
whites born in Spain {Peninsulares). How over time and in what specific

1. Owing to a miscommunication, this review was accepted by two journals simultane-
ously - NWIG and the Journal ofAnthropological Research. We regret the error.
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contexts it came to be applied to French whites, to people of mixed ancestry,
and eventually to people of African ancestry in the Latin/Caribbean region, as
well as to their evolving cultures, could be a subject of fresh historical study,
to which this work would make a significant contribution.

The creolization/decreolization dichotomy is linked to another - that
between the esoteric and the exoteric (Arabic batinlzahir). Together these
four concepts form the basis of Korom's interpretation of the evolution of
the commemorative rites of Muharram through the centuries, following the
migration and settlement of Shi'iah from Persia to India, and of Indians to
Trinidad and other parts of the Caribbean. The argument is that bëcause the
Shi'iah were a small minority even among the Muslim component of the
population of India and Trinidad (sometimes regarded with hostility by the
Sunni majority or the colonial state, which were critical of some of the fea-
tures of the street rituals - the exoteric or zahir level of the commemoration),
they had to build a popular base of support by accommodating and incor-
porating at the exoteric level of the commemoration some features of the
popular culture in the host society. This is what facilitated the "creolization"
of the commemoration in both India and Trinidad. This cultural accommoda-
tion required a certain degree of dissimulation {taquiyyah) on the part of the
Shi'iah. In order to prevent the intrinsic religious values of the commemo-
ration from being wholly absorbed into the creolization process, the small
Shi'iah community in the host country preserved at the private or esoteric
level (patin) the core religious values of the commemoration. This was the
"decreolization" dimension of the commemoration.

Whatever might be thought of the interpretation, the book is a major work
of patiënt scholarship. Utilizing an impressive array of ethnographic and his-
torical literature, supplemented by his own field work over a decade, Korom
traces the development of the "Karbala paradigm" in Iran around the "master
narrative" of the events leading to the tragic death of Husayn in Iraq, show-
ing the different stages of its evolution as religious belief and drama, as well
as its use as a unifying ideology in sixteenth-century Persia (later Iran), the
motifs employed, and the passionate emotions evoked among the majority
Shi'iah population of Persia/Iran. The Karbala paradigm's transmission to
India inevitably required cultural accommodation to some Hindu practices,
but the gehealogy of certain motifs, like the Indian sipars (symbolic shields),
goes back to Persian/Iranian progenitors like the teardrop-shaped nakhl.
Korom provides considerable evidence of the substantial Sunni and Hindu
participation in the commemoration in India and of the tendency for the pro-
cessional rituals to become more ornate and secular in the Indian environ-
ment than in Persia/Iran (pp. 62-64, 70-75, 83-86).

The greater part of the book focuses on the contemporary commemora-
tion in Trinidad at its main venue, the suburban town of St. James, part of the
municipality of Port of Spain. In Chapter 5, Korom goes into elaborate and
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graphic detail about preparations for the rituals undertaken by the tiny minor-
ity of Shi'iah families: the esoteric rites and discipline; the construction of
the model cenotaphs {tazyias or tadjahs) and the two symbolic moons, which
he surmises were modeled on the Indian Sipars; and preparation of the drums
by the various "yards" among which there is both competition and collabora-
tion. An interesting feature of the discussion is the significance of the differ-
ent drum rhythms or "hands" played in the course of the street processions,
rhythms which teil the "master narrative" of the events leading to the Karbala
tragedy, the common thread linking the commemoration wherever it sur-
vives. Korom also looks at the creolization of the exoteric phase of the com-
memoration in its sociological context: the consumption of alcohol; the role
of local owners of retail establishments in financially supporting the annual
event; the seemingly festive dancing by some members of the crowd partici-
pants; and the Hindu and African involvement in the events. This chapter is
perhaps the most valuable in the book.

Korom's epilogue is cast in a somber mood. He has misgivings about
the future of the Muharram commemoration in Trinidad, as the annual event
once more faces new challenges, especially from religious purists or fun-
damentalists presuming to correct the errors of the traditional organizers of
the event. The issues of Indian identity and assimilation into Creole culture
are also addressed. The book is well written and documented and will in all
probability be a Standard reference work on the subject of the Muharram
commemoration for some time to come.

Renegades: The History of the Renegades Steel Orchestra of Trinidad
and Tobago. KIM JOHNSON, with photos by JEFFREY CHOCK. Oxford UK:
Macmillan Caribbean Publishers, 2002. 170 pp. (Paper £16.95)

LlSE WlNER

Faculty of Education
McGill University
Montreal, Quebec, Canada H3A 1Y2
<lise.winer@mcgill.ca>

There are plenty of pretty picture books about the steel bands of Trinidad
and Tobago, and there are plenty of picturesque accounts, written with more
or (usually) less historical care, of the now well-worn track of the "story of
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the steel band," from the lower-class areas of Port of Spain during the rough
times of World War II to the glittering and melodious source of national pride
that pan is today. But this book soars above the run-of-the-mill to give us a
detailed account of one specific steel band. lts distinct advantages arise from
the in-depth description and analysis of the historical and musical develop-
ment of the Amoco Renegades Steel Orchestra within the general context of
the movement's history.

The book is organized into four chapters. The first, "Genesis," describes
the social context of the early steel bands and the beginnings of Renegades.
"Badjohns" focuses on the steelbandsmen, generally considered "mad, bad,
and dangerous to know." "The Road to Success" explores the art of pan timing
and arrangement and the role of corporate sponsorship in band success. "The
Band Today" focuses on touring, women in the band, and future directions.
Plentiful sidebars and set-ins include diagrams and explanation of pan tunings,
portraits of important individuals, accounts of interband conflicts, and the fine
points of competition judging. The short sections and readable text reflect a
journalistic style; a helpful bibliography and index add to its utility for aca-
demie researchers. The photographs, both archival and new, are superb. The
extensive oral interviews with players, participants, and observers of Renegades
included here are invaluable. Of particular interest are the accounts by its star
pan tuner Bertrand Keilman, and its outstanding arranger Jit Samaroo, of their
experimentations and insights into the band and its music.

Like other well-known early steel bands, Renegades began in East Dry
River, the poorest section of Port of Spain. Like the others, its early days
seemed to be marked more by gang warfare than by musical appreciation.
Nonetheless, there are significant differences; indeed, the history of each
individual steel band would show those unique contributions that make up
the steel band "movement." Perhaps the most significant difference between
Renegades and most contemporary bands was that it was not community-
based, and that it has drawn its players and supporters from beyond an imme-
diate physical locality - even from non-urban areas. The model for this band,
rather than that of community, is that of an extended family. Furthermore, the
band has had an unusual relationship with its arranger, Jit Samaroo. For a
steel band, that quintessentially Afro-Creole invention, to have as its musical
arranger an Indo-Trinidadian trained in both classical European and lndian
musical traditions is unexpected. The contributions of Samaroo - the blending
of African and lndian rhythms with a European melodie sense - are unique in
the history of pan music. Considerable attention is paid to the importance of
the long and fruitful sponsorship between the band and Amoco (later BP), a
relationship which has lasted longer than that of any other band.

From the specific to the general, this book offers a fascinating account of
the individual band within the steel band movement. Would that every band
had such a dedicated account.
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Race, War and Nationalism: A Social History of West Indians in the First
World War. GLENFORD DEROY HOWE. Kingston: Ian Randle/Oxford UK:
James Currey, 2002. vi + 270 pp. (Paper US$ 24.95)

JEROME TEELUCKSINGH

Department of History
University of the West Indies
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<thirdworldunited@yahoo.com>

Race, War and Nationalism comprehensively explores the multidimensional
experiences of Caribbean blacks from their recruitment in the British West
Indies to their participation in World War I. This includes negative interac-
tions with whites in the military that undoubtedly radically transformed the
blacks' perception of Britain.

One of the noteworthy aspects of the study is its avoidance of paro-
chialism. There is continuous emphasis on the interconnectedness among
the local, regional, and international levels. The fluidity is evident as Howe
shows the relation among a Jamaican parish, the views of the Colonial Office,
and the experiences of the British West Indies Regiment (BWIR) in Egypt.
Furthermore, illustrations have not been limited to the larger colonies such as
Jamaica and Trinidad, but include frequent references to St. Kitts, Grenada,
and Barbados.

By November 1918, an estimated 15,200 West Indians had enlisted as
members of the British West Indies Regiment. Most of the recruits were
drawn from the region's working class. Chapter 5, "Military Selection and
Civilian Health," with its recruitment statistics, offers a synopsis of the dis-
mal health conditions facing the majority of inhabitants in the British West
Indies. By 1917 in British Guiana, 1,453 out of 2,046 applicants for military
service were rejected in the screening exercise as physically unfit. Likewise,
in Jamaica, 13,940 men were screened and the most common cause for rejec-
tion (3,765) was being undeveloped and underweight. Other grounds for
rejecting applicants were malnutrition, poverty, poor diets, and deplorable
medical services.

To a large extent, the soldiers' travel abroad helped them become more
enlightened and aware of their surroundings. The exposure to different cul-
tures, customs, and people in Palestine, France, Italy, and Belgium made the
black soldiers more acutely conscious of their identity and sensitive to racial
attacks.
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Howe notes that the West Indian soldiers in Egypt and Mesopotamia
endured racial slurs from British troops. The response of blacks, especially
those from the middle class, was to contact the newspapers from their home-
land: "Their intention was to mobilise West Indian public opinion in the hope
of getting proper representation and possible relief from the daily harass-
ment" (pp. 122-23). But the issue of racism was complicated by the fact
that in some parts of Europe the blackness of these soldiers was treated as a
novelty, rather than mocked.

Howe and other scholars seem to have placed undue emphasis on the
impact of the discrimination, inequalities, and segregation experienced by
West Indian blacks on the battlefront. Indeed, these soldiers would have been
exposed to deep-rooted racism from the coloreds and whites in the British
West Indies. In addition, upper-class whites and middle-class blacks refused
to grant political privileges to working-class blacks. Thus, prejudice in the
military was neither the blacks' first encounter with racism nor the sole fac-
tor to increase their consciousness. Encounters with racism abroad would
have created a conducive environment in the Caribbean for the radical ide-
ologies of F.E.M Hercules, Robert Love, and Marcus Garvey to have greater
appeal among blacks. Furthermore, Howe does not offer an explanation for
the racial consciousness or nationalism of black soldiers who returned with
white wives to the Caribbean.

In Chapter 4, Howe notes that attempts were made to recruit the Caribs
in British Honduras, but that these failed due to "cultural indifference" and
"illiteracy" (p. 42). Certain questions remain uhanswered. Why were the East
Indians and Chinese, of which large numbers were located in Trinidad and
British Guiana, not recruited to be part of the BWIR? Did the Chinese and
East Indians ignore the call of the mother country because they were less
patriotic or because they suffered more from physical defects? This is rel-
evant because on the battlefront the West Indian blacks fought alongside
Indian and Chinese units that were recruited directly from Asia.

Another shortcoming of the study is Howe's treatment of major deno-
minations - Catholics, Wesleyans, Baptists, and Anglicans - who openly
supported the war, viewing it as a conflict for peace and justice, and pro-
claiming it the ultimate battle between Christ and Satan. Apart from pro-
viding superficial evidence to support these claims, Howe should have also
considered the views of the Presbyterians. Discussion of this denomination,
which comprised mainly East Indians, might have explained the absence of
a segment of the population from the military.

It is unfortunate that the book's theme, "nationalism," is neither clearly
enunciated nor adequately delineated. Howe's analysis tends to focus over-
whelmingly on the issues of race, recruitment, and overseas working condi-
tions. The book does not provide a yardstick for readers to judge the extent
of nationalism or its fluctuations over time.
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Chapters 4 and 6, "Recruitment Strategies" and "Resistance to Recruit-
ment," should have been merged to create a more coherent study. Undoubtedly,
Race, War and Nationalism presents new material, for example on the inci-
dence of venereal diseases and recreation among the West Indian soldiers. lts
findings are a welcome addition to the field of Caribbean history and will be
especially appreciated by military historians.

Pidgin and Creole Linguistics in the Twenty-First Century. GLENN GILBERT
(ed.). New York: Peter Lang Publishing, 2002. 379 pp. (Cloth US$ 67.95)

GENEVIÈVE ESCURE

Department of English
University of Minnesota
Minneapolis MN 55405, U.S.A.
<escurO01 @umn.edu>

Glenn Gilbert celebrated the millennium with a symposium - and resulting
volume - predicting trends in pidgin and creole linguistics for the new cen-
tury. Most of the twelve articles in this volume are in fact assessments — and
valuable overviews - of the past and present achievements or shortcomings
of creolistics, with only occasional forays into future visions. This may be
because the field of creole studies has been doing some intense soul search-
ing, going so far as to question its own independent identity in the last decade
or so. One article (Chapter 12, by Mikael Parkvall) even darkly evokes "dis-
ciplinary suicide" (p. 363). The rest of the volume offers a more positive
interpretation of knowledge acquired: One century after the pioneering work
of Lucien Adam (1883) and Hugo Schuchardt, creolists have developed the-
ories, abandoned them, discovered historicity, and initiated empirical meth-
odologies - at least to a certain extent.

There are a few exceptions to the general emphasis on past accomplish-
ments. Two contributors in particular take a defïnite stance toward future
research.

Jeff Siegel (Chapter 2) identifies research in applied creolistics as the
field most needed if language-related inequities are to be remedied, and social
justice implemented. He identifies two major applied areas showing promise
of social benefits for speakers of minority dialects, such as creoles, which are
still stereotypically stigmatized. The importance of linguistic differences in
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legal and medical contexts is just beginning to be recognized, for example
by legal organizations in Australia, and it is hoped that this promising trend
will become a priority in years to come. Education is the other context in
which much work remains to be done to best serve speakers of stigmatized
varieties. Siegel clearly identifies crucial obstacles to be overcome, includ-
ing "negative attitudes and ignorance of teachers, negative attitudes and self
image of the students themselves ... repression of self-expression because of
the need to use an unfamiliar form of language, and difficulty in acquiring
literacy in a second language or dialect" (p. 14). Siegel's article is a forward-
looking piece, which redeems the extensive groundwork done by creolists as
a prerequisite for social applications.

In Chapter 6, Armin Schwegler refers to racial prejudice in Latin America
as a crucial obstacle to be overcome in the twenty-first century. He argues
convincingly that the apparent absence of Spanish-based creoles may well be
due to the lack of interest Latin America has typically displayed for its African
ancestry. Some scholars, such as John Lipski and Schwegler, have started
exploring the putative place of contact-induced elements in the formation of
Latin American Spanish. It is clear that more careful empirical investigations,
including research on African language sources, will yield information on
prior language contact and its effects on Spanish, or native, varieties.

Other contributors suggest directions for research through their critiques
of current shortcomings: Michael Aceto (Chapter 5) remarks that several
Caribbean creoles with limited speakership have been neglected, and pro-
vides a useful list of varieties to be investigated. Jacques Arends (Chapter
3) points out that historical-demographic evidence is still under-represented,
though essential, in research on creole genesis. He advocates the development
of "an historically realistic theory of creole formation" (p. 56), that would
better account for the three processes he identifies as crucial determinants
in creolization: selection, adaptation, and integration of lexical items. Peter
Bakker (Chapter 4) considers that certain issues popular in the 1980s and
1990s should be dismissed to leave room for others he considers more pro-
ductive. For example, he wants to "forget the Portuguese Pidgin Theory" (p.
76), but advocates a better definition of the term "substrate," more emphasis
on pidgins and their typological differences from creoles, and more attention
to functionalist models and pragmatic features.

Another group of scholars addresses an issue that has become increas-
ingly accepted in creolistics, namely, that pidgins and creoles are structurally
no different from other natural languages. Ingo Plag (Chapter 9) comments
on the place of universal principles of grammaticalization in creole develop-
ment. Anand Syea (Chapter 8) argues that creoles inevitably acquire syn-
thetic structures, but some will have trouble accepting his endorsement of the
position that contact-related (externally-motivated) changes are non-natural,
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given the fact that all languages are subjected to social constraints, and that
human history is rife with traumatic clashes.

A fïnal group of contributors summarizes progress made and discusses
implications for further research. John Holm (Chapter 7) reviews the notion
of semi-creolization. Claire Lefebvre (Chapter 10) provides a comprehensive
summary of her theory of creole genesis (the relexification hypothesis), with
reference to the three processes (relexification, reanalysis, and dialect level-
ing) that she identifies as the basis of creole formation and development.
Donald Winford (Chapter 11) evaluates past and current orientations, from
creole formation to contact-induced change, in his usual clear presentative
style, suggesting that creoles have now moved into "the new field of contact
linguistics" (p. 293). One might argue that "contact" is just a new label for the
old "mixed," or "hybrid" notions of language situations, already developed
by Adam (1883), also quoted by Lefebvre (p. 249). But our century-long
search has not been in vain. It has equipped creolists to evaluate theoretical
claims on language development and has confirmed the amazing insights
of nineteenth-century linguists. Contrary to Schuchardt, Adam derived his
insights from extensive field data. All the contributors agree on one empiri-
cal area, and that is that more reliable comparative data are needed - both
diachronic and synchronic.

This volume is a fine achievement that aptly reflects Glenn Gilbert's
extraordinary contributions to the development of creolistics during his long
tenure as the editor of the Journal ofPidgin and Creole Languages, still the
major forum for pidgin and creole linguistics.
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Atlas of the Languages of Suriname. EITHNE B. CARLIN & JACQUES ARENDS

(eds.). Leiden, The Netherlands: KITLV Press/Kingston: Ian Randle, 2002.
vii + 345 pp. (Paper € 37.50)

GEORGE L. HUTTAR

Translation Studies Department
Nairobi Evangelical Graduate School of Theology
Nairobi, 00502 Karen, Kenya
<george_huttar@sil.org>

This book is commendable on many counts: it aims to "reach beyond the
linguistic community ... a point of reference for the Surinamese themselves,
and for all students of the Caribbean: linguists, anthropologists, historians,
sociologists, economists, and the like" (p. xix); it for the most part succeeds
in that aim; it covers, to varying degrees, all the languages. of Suriname; it
presents history and geography of the languages and their speakers alongside
overviews of some of their structures; it combines main text, sidebars, pho-
tos, drawings, and maps in a mutually supportive way; and it keeps in mind
the importance not only of the languages, but also of the human beings who
speak them.

The editors' introduction is followed by "Vernacular Languages and
Cultural Dialogue," André Kramp's opening address at the January 1999
symposium on the languages of Suriname on which the book is based. This
prologue is no vaere pro forma symposium opening by a knowledgeable digni-
tary (Kramp was then Directer of UNESCO's Unit for Small Member States),
but includes seven recommendations for a sustainable language policy for
Suriname.

Part I, "The Amerindian Peoples and Languages" begins with Eithne
B. Carlin and Karin M. Boven, "The Native Population: Migrations and
Identities," a sympathetic history of Suriname's Amerindian peoples, com-
prehensive without excessive detail. It includes a sidebar by Carlin with a few
comments and text for the pidgin based on Trio and Ndyuka. In the next chap-
ter, "Patterns of Language, Patterns of Thought: The Cariban Languages,"
Carlin manages the difficult task of presenting with clarity a survey of pho-
nological and grammatical features of three languages: Kari'na ("Carib"),
Wayana, and Trio. Within grammar, a good deal is made of the important
system of evidentiality marking on verbs, presented as one reflection in the
language of the general Cariban worldview with respect to truth and evidence.
The strong Whorfïan suggestion of causal connections between language
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structure and worldview may arouse skepticism among many linguists, but
has the virtue of added interest for the general reader. This gain is particularly
important in light of the fairly extensive use of unexplained technical linguis-
tic terms that may be hard going for uninitiated readers not ready to consult
the glossary of over 200 linguistic terms. The last chapter in Part I, Marie-
France Patte's "The Arawak Language," likewise demands frequent recourse
to the glossary for nonlinguists. Of special interest in this chapter is the side-
bar by Carlin on Mawayana, an Arawakan language spoken by four people in
the otherwise entirely Cariban language area of southern Suriname.'

Of the four chapters of Part II, "The Creole Languages," three focus on
history, beginning with Jacques Arends's "The History of the Surinamese
Creoles I: A Sociohistorical Survey." Covering the entire period from before
the English colonization of 1651 to 2000, Arends presents much of interest
to specialists in creole origins, taking different strands of current research
into account, while still speaking clearly to the general English-reading
educated public. In "The History of the Surinamese Creoles II: Origin and
Differentiation," Norval Smith manages a similar balance, arguing for posi-
tions on marters that he warns the reader are controversial among creolists.
These include the extent to which forms of speech elsewhere in the Caribbean
before 1651 contributed to what has become Sranan, when Sranan became
a full-fledged creole rather than a pidgin, and the relation of Saramaccan to
the earlier "Dju-tongo." He also proposes an explanation for why the lan-
guage of the Kwinti, whose territory is geographically close to the Maroons
of central Suriname (the Saramaka and the Matawai), resembles the creoles
of eastern Suriname, in general, arguing that the details of each creole of
today are more a function of when its speakers left the plantations than of
precisely where in Suriname those plantations were located. "The Structure
of the Surinamese Creoles," by Adrienne Bruyn, provides an interesting and
readable overview of a variety of creole features: European, Amerindian,
and African sources of lexicon (which includes some general comments on
phonology); ideophones; word formation (multifunctionality, reduplication,
compounding, agentive nominalization); word order and function words;
noun phrases; complex prepositional phrases; tense, aspect, and mood; and
serial verb constructions. Part II closes with Arends's "Young Languages,
Old Texts: Early Documents in the Surinamese Creoles," which not only
surveys the extant Sranan and Saramaccan documents from the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries, but also brings out noteworthy linguistic features
attested therein, such as the 1783 observation by CL. Schumann of "logo-

1. Grimes (2000:268,310) assigns the name Mawayana only to a dialect of the Arawakan
language Aruma (Wapishana), and reports it as being spoken in Guyana and Brazil, with-
out mention of Suriname.
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phoricity" in Sranan - the use of different pronouns in sentences like "John
says that he will come," depending on whether "he" refers to John or to
someone else.

Unlike the book's first two parts, Part III, "The Eurasian Languages,"
does not include separate chapters focusing on history, but presents histo-
ry and language description together in each of its four chapters. Christa
de Kleine's "Surinamese Dutch," should be both interesting and helpful to
speakers of European Dutch and Surinamese Dutch (particularly as spoken
by Creoles of Paramaribo) who are aware that their varieties of Dutch differ
and want to see more specifically where those differences lie. But this chap-
ter also deserves careful reading by creolists and students of second language
acquisition for the light it sheds on the correlations between a population's
first language and the ways in which their second-language acquisition dif-
fers from other varieties of that language. Where Surinamese Dutch gram-
mar differs from that of European Dutch, the former is in many cases seen to
parallel the grammar of Sranan (and other creoles of Suriname); for example,
the use of verb forms unmarked for past tense throughout a narrative, once
the past-time reference of the narrative is established. The survey in this
chapter of the history of the use of Dutch in Suriname will also be of interest
to sociologists of language and to educators.

"Kejia: A Chinese Language of Suriname," by Paul Brendan Tjon Sie
Fat, summarizes the history of the Chinese in Suriname since 1853, the
sociolinguistic situation (which includes the recent shift from predominantly
"Hakka" to more Cantonese and Mandarin, reflecting shifts in immigration
patterns), and a few linguistic features. This last topic is especially welcome,
given the dearth of publications on the speech varieties of the Chinese of
Suriname, but is limited to four pages on phonology (chiefly comparing the
Surinamese Kejia tone system with that of the Qingqi dialects of the area
from which many Chinese came to Suriname), syntax (some tense and aspect
differences between Surinamese and Chinese Kejia), and lexicon (expres-
sions current in Suriname but now archaic or obsolete in Chinese Kejia, and
examples of loanwords from Sranan), and five pages on code-switching and
other interference from Dutch and Sranan.

Theo Damsteegt's "Sarnami as an Immigrant Koiné" also leaves the reader
wishing for more about the language, though more has been published on this
language of the descendants of indentured laborers from India than is the case
for Kejia. A paragraph each on sounds, "word and sentence structure," and
lexicon, a page on tense, aspect, and mood - all interesting, but far less than
we are given for the Amerindian and creole languages and even Surinamese
Dutch. As its title suggests, most of the chapter is given over to demonstrating
the language's status as a koiné, in the context of current Hterature on other
varieties of Overseas Hindi. Also interesting is the claim that "no influence
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from Sranan or Dutch has been demonstrated beyond doubt in the structure of
Sarnami," (p. 262) although there are loanwords from both those languages.

For Javanese, even less information is given about most of the language's
structure, since the next article, "Javanese Speech Styles in Suriname," by
Clare Wolfowitz, focuses on a comparison of the well-known elaborate sys-
tem of different lexicons appropriate to different social statuses of speaker
and hearer in Javanese of Indonesia with the minimal, but still significant,
system in today's Javanese of Suriname. This comparison is detailed and
related to contexts of usage and dimensions of interpersonal relations in a
way that makes it of interest to sociolinguists as well as a broader public.

Arends and Carlin's "Epilogue: The Languages of Suriname Today and
Tomorrow" briefly surveys the current language situation in Suriname, and
then closes the book with several appropriate recommendations about further
documentation of all of the languages of Suriname and the special role that
the government and scholars in the Netherlands might be expected to play in
realizing these recommendations.

The Atlas should enrich any reader's awareness of the human (and some-
times inhuman) dimensions of Suriname's history, her peoples and their lan-
guages, and, especially for the Amerindian and creole languages, of the ways
languages can differ radically in structure from the languages of Western
Europe. A general bibliography of nearly 250 entries, a separate list of 47
early Saramaccan and Sranan sources, 20 maps, 30 figures and tables, and
50 photos and other illustrations all contribute to readers' interest and greater
understanding. Typographical and bibliographical errors are very few.
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