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Marcus Wood’s Slavery, Empathy, and Pornography seeks to unearth the 
cultural heritage of slavery in Britain from the eighteenth century to the 
present day by charting the discursive triangle trade between the three central 
terms of the title. Using a dazzling array of primary materials and moving 
adroitly among disciplines and fields, Wood locates British discussions of 
slavery in the context of evangelical social reform, pornographic reading 
practices, and the cult of sensibility. Like Wood’s remarkable Blind Memory: 
Visual Representations of Slavery in England and America, 1780-1865 
(2000), Slavery, Empathy, and Pornography weaves together eighteenth- and 
nineteenth-century representations of slavery and their modern incarnations 
to argue that the legacy of slavery haunts life in Britain to the present day.

Theoretically informed and provocatively and passionately argued, Wood’s 
book uses close readings of texts and careful historical contextualization to 
strip away the rhetorical camouflage that hides the trauma of slavery in seem-
ingly plain sight. Drawing on Shoshana Felman, Paul de Man, and Primo 
Levi’s work on Holocaust testimony, Wood examines how the attempt to cap-
ture the experience of the slave may aestheticize, exploit, or appropriate others’ 
suffering. In Wood’s account, the empathetic subject may become a kind of 
affective vampire, siphoning pleasurable feeling – even sexual pleasure – from 
the wracked body of the slave. Wood’s analysis of empathy’s theater of cruelty 
usefully qualifies recent accounts of the sociable effects of sensibility.

Although not intended as a survey, the book covers a dazzling amount 
of territory. The literary trajectory of the argument embraces the writings of 
late eighteenth-century evangelical and former slave-trader John Newton and 
the poet William Cowper, all the major Romantic poets (excepting Byron), 
and novelists from Austen and Brontë to their modern counterparts, Caryl 
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Phillips and Jean Rhys. Wood offers a cogent synthesizing account of the 
way these writers work through images of slavery and uncovers new terrain 
for scrutiny in, for example, his fascinating discussion of Robert Southey’s 
defense of the Maroon leader Zumbi in Southey’s History of Brazil (1817-
19). The explicitly political writings on slavery analyzed by Wood encom-
pass turn-of-the-century radical reformers like William Cobbett and John 
Thelwall, the abolitionist Harriet Martineau, and the high Victorian social 
prophets, Carlyle and Ruskin. These chapters offer thoroughly researched, 
insightful accounts of the way slavery reconfigures the overall oeuvre of 
each of these thinkers, as well as a considered appraisal of the broader politi-
cal currents that shaped their thought. Harbored within even ostensibly pro-
gressive political writings, Wood demonstrates, is a pernicious strain that 
advances the claims of the English worker by pitting his or her suffering 
– and humanity – against that of the West Indian slave.

Each chapter presents a cluster of texts that revolve around one of the 
central themes of the book. Thus Wood examines how sentimental tropes veer 
into pornography in his reading of John Gabriel Stedman’s 1796 Narrative 
of a Five Year’s Expedition against the Revolted Negroes of Suriname. The 
commoditization of the slave’s body, Wood suggests, renders it particularly 
vulnerable to pornographic use. Comparing the Blake engravings that illus-
trate Stedman’s account to the late-twentieth-century photographs of Robert 
Mapplethorpe, Wood scrutinizes the relationship between “high art” and por-
nography, human and sexual bondage, contending that the legacy of slavery 
is a shaping force within sexual subcultures today. While illuminating, such 
transhistorical parallels exist in an odd tension with Wood’s careful historical 
contextualization and meticulous close reading of individual texts elsewhere. 
When Wood suggests, for example, that Mapplethorpe’s images may be oper-
ating “in the same psychic domain as the Stedman/Blake engraving” (p. 124), 
he opens up the question of what such a transhistorical “psychic domain” 
might be. It is not clear to what degree concepts of pornography (in itself, a 
contentious matter) are portable across time and space, and, although Wood’s 
contention that current scholarship on Enlightenment pornography has too 
often obscured the black body is persuasive, the account of the pornographic 
offered in the book is not thoroughly grounded in specific historical contexts. 

The book’s connections between historical and modern events, texts, and 
practices are thus suggestive but occasionally seem strained. Although the 
explicit, acknowledged relation between John Newton’s accounts of his years 
as a slave trader and Phillips’s Crossing the River, or between Brontë’s Jane 
Eyre and Rhys’s Wide Sargasso Sea, uphold Wood’s claims that slavery con-
tinues to be a historical burden that British writers cannot set down or put 
aside, the argument for such continuity as laid out in much of the book rests 
heavily on rhetorical and discursive echoes and on the strategic, if telling, 
juxtaposition of historical and modern images. The laudable attempt to unveil 
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the powerful currents that unite past and present at times obscures the material 
and economic factors that shape historical causality. Yet the troubling ques-
tions posed by the book and the provocative and insightful answers Wood has 
tendered are a measure of the ambitious scope and achievement of Slavery, 
Empathy, and Pornography. If the legacy of slavery continues to make itself 
felt, it is in part because of its discomfiting capacity to make us feel.
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This book claims that the Imaginary plays a uniquely important role in 
Caribbean culture. The title opposes the way in which the Caribbean has 
been constructed by European and Euro-American discourses to the counter-
discourses of the Caribbean itself, which, according to Praeger, above all har-
ness the power of the imagination to generate representations of Caribbean 
society that are both truer and more positive. This overall framework has 
three disadvantages: the two senses of “Imaginary” are so different (racist 
ideology versus emancipatory creativity) that the concept cannot be defined 
with any rigor (there are a few references to the Lacanian Imaginary, but 
these are not developed in any depth); it locks the whole discussion into an 
essentialist opposition between Caribbean and non-Caribbean writers, which 
proves impossible to maintain, and it is not very original. The blurb on the 
front flap states, “this book poses a provocative question: When the Imaginary 
occupies the place of the Real, as in Caribbean culture and European projec-
tions of that culture, how does the Real position itself?” This might indeed be 
an interesting question, and it is a pity that Praeger never really answers it. 
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Of the six chapters, only the first is substantially concerned with the 
“Imaginary Caribbean” side of the dichotomy, and it is perhaps the least sat-
isfactory of the book. It sets out to analyze “The Caribbean as Imagined by 
Historians and Psychoanalysts,” claiming, with little evidence, that these two 
discourses are dependent on each other. Praeger’s critique of Western his-
torical accounts of the Caribbean is restricted to their supposed occultation of 
questions of gender, but she does not actually refer to any specific Western 
historians apart from Gabriel Debien, “a traditional though not overtly sex-
ist male scholar” (p. 16), who studies pregnancy and abortion among female 
Caribbean slaves and whose conclusions she largely accepts. Conversely, 
while she claims that “the writing of Caribbean history has been, for the most 
part, a white fiction under the guise of a positivist interpretation of the events. 
Counterhistories of the Caribbean and slavery have not yet appeared” (pp. 
30-31), the ten pages that she devotes to the question consist almost entirely 
of paraphrases of such counter-historians: bell hooks, Barbara Bush, Arlette 
Gautier, Marietta Morrissey, and various contributors to Engendering History: 
Caribbean Women in Historical Perspective (Shepherd, Brereton & Bailey 
1995). The second half of the first chapter is based on the idea that Freudian-
Lacanian theory gives a distorted picture of the Caribbean family. Here 
Praeger does cite specific sources: Frantz Fanon, Jacques André, and Fritz 
Gracchus. But her critique of Fanon concerns his “lactification complex” and 
has nothing to say on his use of Freud or Lacan, and although she gives a more 
detailed paraphrase of André and Gracchus (without commenting on their dis-
agreements), she provides no explicit critique of their position other than one 
paragraph (pp. 29-30) on the anthropological work of A. Lynn Bolles, who 
argues that the wider kinship network mitigates the importance of the mother/
son dyad that is central to the psychoanalytical perspective, and a further irrel-
evant paragraph on bell hooks’s analysis of black slaves’ internalization of 
the dominant white society’s definitions of sex roles, which Praeger wrongly 
believes is denied by Fanon, André, and Gracchus (p. 30). The conclusion to 
the chapter prepares the way for the rest of the book by affirming that only 
literature and the imaginative insights it provides can effectively counteract 
the representations of Western-imposed history and psychoanalysis.

Thus the other five chapters are devoted to French Caribbean literature. 
Chapter 2 looks at fictional reconstructions of Caribbean history in Glissant’s 
novels and Condé’s Les derniers rois mages, and then proceeds unexpect-
edly to a psychoanalytically inspired study of interracial lesbian desire 
in Michèle Lacrosil’s Cajou, which, while it is hard to see how it fits into 
Praeger’s overall thesis, is actually the most original and interesting part of 
the whole book. Subsequent chapters cover representations of Martinique by 
Breton and Suzanne Césaire compared with those of Glissant, plus a section 
on oral literature; créolité (Chamoiseau and Confiant versus Condé); the fic-
tional and autobiographical texts of Chamoiseau and Confiant, their attitude 
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toward their literary predecessors and toward the creole language; and the 
relationship between French Caribbean writers and metropolitan France. The 
main problems with all these are that their focus is very general, they cover 
fairly familiar ground, and the material is organized in a somewhat arbitrary 
fashion, so that no clear argument emerges. There are also local confusions: 
uncertainty as to the meaning of chabin (p. 137), for instance, or, more impor-
tantly, over whether créolité is a movement, or an objective condition equiva-
lent to métissage, or simply being Caribbean. The book is clumsily written, 
with some careless generalizations (“the Western scene of creativity, which 
is one of solitude, doubt and madness,” p. 140) and apparent non-sequiturs 
(“Caribbean and African American theoreticians urge us to look at history 
from the point of view of a non-elite, whether the view of the colonizers or 
that of the oppressed,” p. 10). In order to carry out the ambitious project which 
she sets herself, Praeger would need to engage in far more precise, focused, 
and sustained analysis than this book manages to provide.
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Social scientists have thought especially long and hard in recent years, from 
a variety of disciplinary, theoretical, and subject positions, about the tensions 
and glories of the modern nation and the practices and categories that sus-
tain it. Yet often implicit in these musings have been relatively unexamined 
European or elite subjects – as in Benedict Anderson’s “modular” nation-
alisms – and a limited range of units of analysis – as in the territorial and 
race-based postcolonial nation-state. In Postnationalism Prefigured, Charles 
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Carnegie looks into the past as well as the future in an attempt to make out 
quite different modes of belonging and scholarship. His goal is to bring into 
being a new world “that nurtures the positive features of localized, patriotic 
attachments but does away with the fundamental contradictions inherent in 
the present-day nation-state order” (p. 8). One result of this desire is an elo-
quent, grounded, and remarkably creative book that does much to suggest 
new forms of politics and community.

Postnationalism Prefigured addresses salient debates in anthropology, his-
tory, postcolonial studies, Atlantic studies, and cultural criticism. Carnegie 
divides the text into three main parts, each composed of two chapters. The 
first, contra Anderson’s (1991:145) assertion that “the nation was conceived 
in language, not in blood,” explores the imbrications of race and nation from 
a Caribbean and very personal perspective to which I return below. Part Two 
blurs the boundaries of the modern nation-state through a focus on con-
temporary writings on diasporas and borderlands. This section’s Chapter 4, 
entitled “Transterritorial Lives” and based on Carnegie’s own ethnography of 
St. Lucia’s interisland and mainly female traders, is especially satisfying. It 
follows as people put together networks that, if looked at closely enough in 
creative ways, reveal the outlines of communities quite different from those 
most salient today. This discussion of transgressive and potentially liberatory 
associations forged in Caribbean peoples’ everyday struggles leads in Chapter 
5 to a further critique of sedentarism and its vicissitudes, principally the natu-
ralized congruence between nation and territory that Carnegie dubs the “race-
nation paradigm” (p. 11). Critical to this analysis of the naturalized associations 
between races, peoples, and nations is the argument that identity claims by sub-
altern groups are typically about telling heroic pasts or fixing the meanings of 
such pasts. This is ironic in that “this method of recuperating pure identities is 
exactly the one often used to endorse the nation-state’s superordinate claim to 
legitimacy – the very system from which the disaffected seek relief” (p. 10). 

In response to the problematic overlaps between race and nation, rela-
tionships he begins to analyze in terms of Jamaica only to expand across 
the Caribbean, Carnegie demonstrates how Africans and their descendants 
manipulated colonial agendas and sovereignties while moving about the 
Caribbean in search of freedom, in the process often thumbing their noses at 
former masters. As Carnegie explores networks of rumor, goods, and ideas 
put forth and spread by a mobile working class, he avoids, on one hand, the 
valorizations of rooted racial essences and, on the other, the relatively empty 
celebrations of hybridity so common to certain strands of postcolonial theory 
and nationalist ideology. 

Despite the difficulty of the theoretical works and interactions analyzed, 
Postnationalism Prefigured is deftly written and almost completely jargon 
free. It would add much to advanced undergraduate and graduate courses, 
especially since it surveys critically an array of theory stretching from 
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Subaltern Studies to North American historical anthropology. It works espe-
cially well in three main ways. First, as suggested above, Carnegie modifies 
recent approaches to nationalism by revealing how people employed to quite 
different ends many of the tools typically treated as foundational to the nation-
state. An example is the analysis of Marcus Garvey, print journalism, and the 
Black Star Shipping Line. For Garvey, the media, much more than a technol-
ogy for enacting a national public sphere, were, like trade networks, ways of 
constructing diasporic consciousness. Nonetheless, and not surprisingly given 
Carnegie’s goals, Postnationalism Prefigured suggests that Garvey’s racial 
essentializations were understandable yet misplaced. Instead, Carnegie argues 
for a supranational consciousness structured around mobile experience. And 
the ways he develops this argument against race point, especially as they con-
cern ethnographic method, to a second major inflection of current debates.

Postnationalism Prefigured builds nicely, from a very personal history of 
Carnegie’s present, to a much broader perspective. In other words, he struggles 
with the tensions between anthropology’s particularizing vocation and univer-
salizing mission, two standpoints often perceived as incompatible. In doing 
so he contextualizes deftly each of his moves in ways that underscore the 
extent to which all theoretical positions are themselves historically specific 
even as he ties together dialectically the book’s different sections and debates. 
Although at times I hungered for even more ethnographic and historical infor-
mation, Carnegie has balanced different approaches without sacrificing read-
ability, clarity, and, as students may appreciate, relatively short length. 

In a telling example of the author’s approach to knowledge, politics, and 
now naturalized ways of writing culture, Postnationalism Prefigured opens 
with Carnegie as a Jamaican-born academic of African descent who, as what 
North Americans might call an albino and Jamaicans a dundus, quite literally 
feels in his skin the contradictions of race-based belonging in the Caribbean 
and United States. Remarkably, even as Carnegie explores his own subjectivity 
and its influences on his analyses, he avoids the overly self-involved auto-eth-
nographies so common in late twentieth-century North America: “As a some-
time ‘native,’ my goal is not to luxuriate temporarily in some other paradise but 
to lead a prison break from a conceptual framework that seems to incarcerate 
us all” (p. 8). He does so by combining an awareness of self with and within 
broader perspectives and shared experiences. The result is a text that makes 
clear its locus of enunciation even as it struggles to speak to all peoples. 

Postnationalism Prefigured takes up the challenges of self-reflexive ethno-
graphies and postcolonial theory, but it does so by continuing to struggle with 
the contradictions of both self and other in a way that seeks to overcome such 
dichotomies. Rather than arguing that one can know only oneself and one’s 
“own” group, or that one must be something of an outsider in order to under-
stand a group’s dynamics, Carnegie undercuts “Anthropology’s long-stand-
ing preoccupation with cultural distinctiveness [that] gives disproportionate 
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attention to those processes and properties of history and culture that sustain 
differences” so as to “engender new forms of interdependence and unity” 
(p. ix). This intervention alone makes the book important to contemporary 
debates in the human sciences.

A third strand treats the overlaps between nationalist and religious dis-
courses. Students of nationalism have paid close attention to history, a pur-
portedly secularizing discourse that naturalizes the state and its production of 
knowledge of itself as both the object and subject of history. Yet, as academ-
ics have begun to note only recently, reconstructions of the past might also 
be thought of in a less disenchanted manner. One might pay closer attention 
to the importance to history of those practices dubbed “religion” by modern-
izing social science. And this is how Carnegie closes his important work. 

He ends his discussion of the personal, the political, and the collective 
by looking closely at the Bahá’í religion’s history and teachings. Here he 
struggles to reveal “the conceits of autonomy” and expose “the limits of the 
fetish of national sovereignty and awaken us to the realization that global 
belonging is now an irremediable, irreversible condition” (p. 177). To con-
clude in 2003 a work of academic, and hence ostensibly secular, cultural 
criticism with a move toward a religion begun in modern Iraq is quite novel, 
and in many ways quite hopeful. But, then again, novelty and creativity, like 
movement, are hallmarks of Postnationalism Prefigured. And in publishing 
such a nuanced and clear meditation based on his own ethnography and read-
ings of a number of important contemporary theorists, Carnegie may well 
have begun to realize his ultimate goal of conjuring up a collective that might 
attend to all of our specificities.
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In his new book, the distinguished Caribbean linguist Mervyn Alleyne pro-
vides a welcome comparative analysis of racial and ethnic representations in 
three former Caribbean plantation societies that differ significantly in their 
colonial histories as well as in their contemporary cultural and political path-
ways – Puerto Rico, Martinique, and Jamaica – and situates these Antillean 
case studies in a global historical framework. While he draws on work from 
a variety of disciplines, Alleyne’s distinctive contribution comes through his 
own métier, language, and discussion of the emergence, change, and meaning 
of racial terms over time and across a range of societies. Alleyne’s account 
brings into relief aspects of the cultural politics (though he doesn’t call it 
that) of racial representations, charting symbolic transformations through 
which Caribbean societies have sought to break the stranglehold of inherited 
pejorative racial meanings. Notwithstanding their relative successes, how-
ever, it is still the case, as Alleyne shows, that blackness and Africa remain to 
varying degrees stigmatized in all these Caribbean cases.

Language, Alleyne argues, preserves and allows us to get at the racial 
attitudes of ordinary people whose voices are otherwise lost to posterity. 
Pointedly, he seeks to find out “when and where and how did the semantic 
expansion of ‘black’ (and ‘white’) take place?” (p. vii), pursuing this ques-
tion by looking at Ancient Greece and Rome, Asia and Africa in the first one-
third of the book, and at the Caribbean in the remaining two-thirds. Alleyne 
draws on the history of European racial terms to question the thesis that rac-
ism originated in the system of trans-Atlantic slavery and New World colo-
nization, arguing instead, that: “racism was firmly embedded and entrenched 
in European cultural and psychological history and ... long pre-dated the 
establishment of slave-based societies in the Americas” (p. 60).

Alleyne argues that the Greeks and Romans of antiquity (unlike their 
Egyptian and Near Eastern contemporaries) were obsessed with color, bas-
ing this conclusion on an analysis of the color terms they commonly used to 
classify people and places. It is to them that we owe the black/white binary 
opposition and corresponding negative and positive connotations that have 
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become so entrenched in modern thought. By comparison, these terms 
had a broader array of associations in neighboring societies (and in early 
Christianity), and were not antithetically contrastive. As Christianity spread 
in Europe, however, it gradually became infused with Roman and Greek eth-
nocentric usage and understandings of color (and, in Alleyne’s view, race).

New World slavery was built on these earlier ideas and reinforced them. 
Yet even as Caribbean societies have been shaped by this older system of 
meanings, they have at the same time altered and contested them. Whereas, 
for example, the European world gradually merged semantic designations 
and meanings of black into a powerful pejorative key symbol, a process of 
semantic splitting has taken place in Caribbean societies that has enabled 
neutral and even positive meanings to develop beside pejorative ones. Thus, 
alongside the color term negro – a pejorative originally borrowed into English 
and French in its noun form from Spanish as a term of reference for black 
people (and slaves) – terms such as black, noir, and prieto came into com-
mon usage as neutral color descriptors in the Caribbean colonial world. So 
that while negro/nègre (or in Jamaica niega) retained pejorative implications, 
such connotations could be avoided in contexts where a straightforward color 
description was intended. Subsequently, and remarkably: 

The nouns negro and nègre ... underwent a further development. They 
acquired a neutral meaning in the Hispanic and French Caribbean [com-
ing] to express the idea of “fellow” (that is, without regard to race or 
colour): un negro delgado, un nègre mince, “a thin fellow.” In Martinique 
and Puerto Rico, nègre and negro are used as forms of address and are now 
applied irrespective of the race of the addressee, somewhat like English 
“mate.” (pp. 105-6)

In this regard, they are also used as terms of affection and endearment. 
Alleyne is at his best teasing out such nuances of Caribbean semantic inno-
vation, and exploring the varying ways in which blackness and Africa are 
both valorized and denied in the Caribbean.

The book is marred, however, by an unresolved tension between a social-
constructivist emphasis on language and representation on the one hand 
and, on the other, a contrary tendency to naturalize and reify constructed 
social phenomena. So, for example, Alleyne’s use of terms such as “misce-
genation,” “gene-pool,” “mating,” and “progeny” buy into, reinforce, and 
perpetuate erroneous biological understandings of the social processes he 
describes. An inclination to anchor the argument in biology or psychology 
emerges early in the book when Alleyne notes the innate human capacity 
to discern and discriminate between colors, then proceeds, on the flimsiest 
of evidence, to claim that: “It is reasonable to suppose that colour, rather 
than other physical attributes such as size of torso, or shape of nose, would 
be a (or the) most important physical index of classification, ranking very 
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closely with gender and age” (p. 18). In a presentist vein, then, Alleyne privi-
leges skin color over other co-existing modes of social stratification in vari-
ous ancient societies. While it is instructive to demonstrate the marking of 
color distinctions in many of these societies, it is unjustifiable, in my view, 
to insinuate that these distinctions superseded all others, and anachronistic to 
describe them in terms of “race,” that peculiar cultural theory that emerges 
in the modern West to rationalize and justify its own oppressive system of 
social stratification.

A similar tension marks Alleyne’s Caribbean case studies. He struggles for 
a way to recount the sociological trajectory of racially and ethnically marked 
social groups without reifying their existence, even as he seeks to foreground 
their ideological and invented character. While we get a sense of the dynamic, 
changing quality of racial terms and meanings, there is not the accompanying 
sense that racial and ethnic groups are always being reimagined, and consti-
tuted anew. Awareness of recent work on race in the ideology of the modern 
West by scholars such as Charles Mills and Sylvia Wynter, work on race 
with particular reference to the Caribbean by anthropologists like Diane 
Austin-Broos, Brackette Williams, Daniel Segal, Deborah Thomas, and the 
present writer, and writings in the emergent field of whiteness studies by 
scholars such as Theodore Allen, Richard Dyer, George Lipsitz, and Ruth 
Frankenberg, might have allowed Alleyne to better handle this tension.

While Caribbean societies have often transformed racial symbolic mean-
ings, they have not sought, in more radical ways, to question the classificatory 
order of race itself. Nor does Alleyne’s perspective allow us to contemplate 
this latter possibility. His account could have taken us further toward under-
standing how the ideological classificatory order of race works, and how it 
might be dismantled, instead of succumbing to a sense of its inevitability. 
These critical observations notwithstanding, Alleyne’s book is well worth 
reading and adopting for university courses on race and the Caribbean.
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For Caribbeanists, and Afro-Americanists more generally, this biography is 
both welcome and frustrating, effectively sketching a broad picture of Melville 
Herskovits’s career and personality but delving remarkably little into the role 
of Afro-America beyond the United States in his life and work.1 There is nary 
a mention of Herskovits’s important intellectual relations with non-U.S. schol-
ars such as Fernando Ortiz, Jean Price-Mars, or Arthur Ramos, and nothing 
of his role in the Ruth Landes affair (in which he and Ramos, following her 
fieldwork in Bahia, combined to keep her from getting a decent job). The 
pivotal research on Suriname is dealt with in less than a dozen pages, with 
Gershenhorn remarking that the couple “transgressed Saramacca cultural prac-
tices and violated their code of behavior” (pp. 73-74) and that MJH exhibited 
“cultural insensitivity” and “arrogance” (p. 74). Unfortunately, these pages 
include numerous ethnographic errors – for example, Gershenhorn quotes 
MJH about “Agun, the Nigerian god of man and iron” (p. 73) when what MJH 
wrote in his diary (correctly) was “Ogun, the Nigerian god of war & iron”; 
Gershenhorn writes that MJH describes being awakened by “the beat of a kiva-
kiva” (p. 75), but what MJH penned into his diary was an allusion to the com-
mon Suriname instrument known as the kwa-kwa. Gershenhorn also reports 
that the Saramakas “lived along the northern part of the Suriname River” (p. 
70) and that “By the end of his first Suriname trip, Herskovits could speak 
some taki-taki, the dialect of the Maroons” (p. 72). Even though Gershenhorn 
is a historian rather than an anthropologist, mightn’t one expect him to have 
learned from the extensive literature what language Saramakas speak and 
where they live? There is very little on the year the Herskovitses spent in 
Brazil, though it had important implications for debates in Afro-American 
studies, and only a little more on their pioneer work in Trinidad and Haiti.

1. After this review was written for the NWIG, RP accepted a request to review it (for a 
general audience, rather than for Caribbeanists) in the Times Literary Supplement, January 
7, 2005, p. 24.
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Despite these shortcomings, anyone interested in the history of African 
and Afro-American studies will learn from Gershenhorn’s accounts of the 
academic politics (and national policies regarding race) of the United States 
during the first half of the twentieth century. He shows how Herskovits’s 
nominal Jewishness played a role in his life and work from the beginning. 
Soon after receiving his Ph.D., Herskovits was denied the right to sublet 
Margaret Mead’s New York City apartment for the summer and, in the late 
1920s, when he was first seeking a permanent university job, such institu-
tions as Yale, Princeton, Chicago, and Johns Hopkins had but one Jewish 
faculty member each. He leads readers through MJH’s early development as 
an anthropologist, including the very real complexities and subtleties of the 
Boasian attack on scientific racism, which preoccupied Herskovits, in part 
through his anthropometry studies in Harlem, for much of the 1920s, when 
the stakes of the research outcome were particularly high both nationally 
and internationally. He then devotes a chapter, which has rather less that is 
new for Caribbeanists, to the New World fieldwork that shaped MJH’s life-
long diasporic project. The following chapter on the (Myrdal-led) Carnegie 
Corporation project and The Myth of the Negro Past repeats an oft-told 
story but, in its descriptions of power plays within the highly-charged arena 
of academic (and foundation-world) politics concerning “Negro Studies,” 
adds telling details about Herskovits’s not always admirable personality and 
modus operandi. Nevertheless, Herskovits’s humanistic crusading shines 
through – his belief that a demonstration of a robust Negro past (no mat-
ter how much contested by scholars black and white) would help redeem 
African Americans from their oppressed condition. Gershenhorn makes it 
clear that this scholar who so often flaunted his scientific objectivity (and 
was frequently pig-headed in defending his positions) was also driven by 
deep political and moral concerns – and that this contradiction or tension ran 
throughout his life and works.

Much of the book deals with developments during and after World War II, 
when MJH turned his attentions largely to African studies where, as part of 
the cold-war-inspired area studies programs, the money was. MJH is shown 
trying to maintain the monopolistic position within the academy of his own 
African Studies Program at Northwestern University and, on a national level, 
acting as gate-keeper for grants and promotions in African studies, through 
his positions and special contacts with the ACLS, the Ford Foundation, and 
the Carnegie Corporation. During the final years of his life, he was also 
active as an advisor to the U.S. government on its Africa policy, though the 
government’s cold-war concerns generally prevailed over his advice to give 
Africans a greater voice in determining their own affairs. 

Gershenhorn offers interesting insights into MJH’s complicated and some-
times contradictory relationships with African American scholars, such as 
W.E.B. Du Bois, Carter G. Woodson, E. Franklin Frazier, and Lorenzo D. 
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Turner, some of whom he undermined in what sound like devious ways, and 
others whom he, when it suited his interests, supported. The tension between 
scientific objectivism (which he insisted was the only proper stance for pro-
fessional anthropology) and activist intervention or reformism (which, like 
Boas, he often espoused in his non-professional [“popular”] writings) was 
never completely resolved, and it caused Herskovits problems throughout his 
career, particularly with African American scholars who did not have the priv-
ilege that he did to write dispassionately about such subjects as “race.” (But as 
Gershenhorn shows, MJH “wanted to have it both ways” on many subjects.)

This biography, the fullest we have to date on Herskovits, shows him as 
a complicated, driven man – irascible, manipulative, arrogant, very much a 
man with a mission, but also a staunch defender of cultural relativism and 
tolerance. His struggles, both internal and in public, between the importance 
of cultural particularism or pluralism (the recognition and celebration of cul-
tural difference) and universal values of tolerance were never resolved and 
Gershenhorn nicely describes many of the contexts in which they played 
themselves out. In the end, Herskovits’s controversial memo written on behalf 
of the American Anthropological Association to Eleanor Roosevelt, chair of 
the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, helped to establish the 
guarantee of “the right of men to live in terms of their own traditions” (pp. 
209-11), but the Universal Declaration of Human Rights also proclaimed a 
series of universal values (concerning, for example, racial, gender, and reli-
gious equality) that Herskovits did not believe were appropriate to impose 
cross-culturally.

In the highly charged world of twentieth-century race politics, Herskovits 
was a lightning rod for students and colleagues. Some African American col-
leagues accused him of exclusionary practices (St. Clair Drake is quoted as 
saying that MJH “never attempted to recruit and train Afro-Americans” [p. 
198] and that he “avoided accepting black students for serious anthropo-
logical training” [p. 138]), while others depict him as having been support-
ive and encouraging (Johnnetta B. Cole, who took her Ph.D. with him, said 
“Herskovits had two special places in his heart: one for students who were 
African American, and another for students who were women” [p. 139]). On 
this score, Gershenhorn’s evidence – to his credit, like so much else in the 
book – is equivocal and complicating: what from one perspective looked like 
exclusion on racial grounds might be interpreted from another as a power 
play to protect home turf.

There’s one unexpected and revealing moment captured in a Chicago 
newspaper clipping, quoted by Gershenhorn, describing Herskovits combin-
ing with his student Katherine Dunham after her return from Haiti in 1936. 
It’s a gem worth quoting for fellow Caribbeanists:

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:15:33PM
via free access



BOOK REVIEWS 117

The professor dropped to his knees. He brought the heel of his palm down 
rhythmically upon the cowhide drumhead. With the drumstick grasped in 
his other hand he beat a tattoo on the blue and white cylindrical frame of 
the drum. The hunsi (priestess) began to dance.
 “Damballa,” she murmured.
 At the word, the professor changed his tempo. The dancer’s shoul-
ders twitched in slow rhythm, gradually accelerating with the drum. The 
selected audience drew in its breath.
 This was the Haitian ceremonial dance for Damballa, voodoo snake-
spirit. (p. 140)

Herskovits is a sufficiently central, and polarizing figure in Afro-American/
African studies to deserve several such books, written from different per-
spectives, on his life and work. We can be grateful to Jerry Gershenhorn for 
having cleared a path that others can more easily follow.

Ruth Landes: A Life in Anthropology. SALLY COOPER COLE. Lincoln: Univer-
sity of Nebraska Press, 2003. xvi + 300 pp. (Cloth US$ 55.00)

OLÍVIA MARIA GOMES DA CUNHA
Department of Cultural Anthropology
Federal University of Rio de Janeiro
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
<olivia-cunha@uol.com.br>

Transformations, debates, clashes, professional challenges, and personal dis-
putes in the intellectual field have provided the backdrop for explanations and 
interpretations of countless lives. It has been a long time since the intellectual 
field stopped being seen as a path marked merely by professional obstacles 
and missteps. Other stories of anthropology and of anthropologists were 
also being told and in this way provided a place for biographical elements. 
Biography and historiographical and anthropological projects were mingled 
with more recent experiences, highlighting the impossibility of differentiating 
between art and life, or of giving meaning and interpreting lives. This cross-
cutting of territories has resulted in intense and innovative experiences.

At other times, a kind of double emulation marks the path between the 
singularity of individuals and the disciplinary styles that transformed various 
anthropologies into authorized discourses. Even while recognizing the tenu-
ous nature of the borders which have been the object of criticism and constant 
reinterpretation, the superposition of domains seems not to have resolved the 
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issue. In the end, how is it possible to construct a historical analysis of anthro-
pology through intellectual trajectories? On the one hand, life – unique, and 
filled with all kinds of personal contingencies – involves a broader field of 
political disputes. On the other hand, the authorized/authoritative discourse 
of the discipline produced by its practitioners is lost in the entangled realm 
of subjectivity. In Ruth Landes: A Life in Anthropology, anthropologist Sally 
Cole ventures through personal and professional domains in treating the life 
of another anthropologist, Ruth Landes (1908-92), as material for reflection 
on the feminine experience within the (un)disciplinary field.

Drawn from personal archives and diaries, this biography reveals aspects 
little known about the intellectual career and personal life of a figure nearly 
forgotten in the history of North American anthropology; little known, that 
is, until the 1970s, when feminist criticism appeared for the first time, under 
the leadership of the “founding mothers” of the discipline. In the academic 
field and in the midst of other equally idiosyncratic intellectual trajectories 
– as in the case of Ruth Benedict, Margaret Mead, and Zora Neale Hurston 
– Landes’s production appears blurred, restricted, and to a certain extent sub-
ject to a certain moral evaluation. The image of a “steadfast companion” illu-
minates Cole’s analysis. But this work also stems from the imaginary of U.S. 
feminist anthropology dating from the 1970s – specifically, the controversial 
field experience of Ruth Landes in Brazil during the 1930s. This involved an 
explosive combination of extremely human qualities and, of course, doses of 
intellectual politics in both Brazil and the United States: intrigues, jealousies, 
and personal conflicts, mixed with sexism. It is within this realm, a subtext 
of the discipline, that, unfortunately, Landes turned into a personality. Rich in 
analytical possibilities, her experience became the essence of a powerful tale 
for an important generation of feminist anthropologists.

The organization of the chapters, themes, and personalities and the chro-
nology of Cole’s book suggest a crescendo of situations and experiences 
whose apex and climax, which gave feeling and singularity, not only to the 
life and career of the anthropologist, but to her biography, were her field 
research and later ethnography of Brazil. The centrality of this set of events – 
the transformation of Landes from an “unconventional participant observer” 
(p. ix) in the words of the preface – appears both on the book flap and in the 
preface. This portrait filled with intrigue, slander, and disputes that explain  
that the exile and ostracism of Landes that followed in the 1950s is perhaps 
not the most carefully worked element of this biography.

Cole begins her narrative showing how initially a puzzling array of images, 
stories, and gossip surrounding Landes as emeritus professor in the Department 
of Anthropology at McMaster University suggested the uniqueness of her 
position in the modern Boasian tradition of North American anthropology. 
But her desire to seek a deeper understanding of Landes’s career was related 
to both the marginal place of the anthropologist and to the central questions 
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of Cole’s generation. Cole writes, “I could not have been more misguided in 
imagining Ruth Landes as a role model, but the process of discovering this 
has itself helped me to structure and discover my own anthropological career 
during the past decade. In unexpected ways she has proven herself a steadfast 
companion. She has greatly shaped the architecture of my life, perhaps as 
much or more than I have shaped hers in the pages that follow” (p. 3).

Cole shows us that from her early years at Columbia University followed 
by her first experience at field research among Native Americans, until the 
period when she lived in Brazil, Landes carried out pioneering studies and 
published ethnographic books refined with the disciplinary canon of her 
times. A good student, she followed the teachings of Boas and Benedict, 
always with a subjective eye, perceptive to the experiences, world visions, 
and perspectives of women attuned to the social construction of differences 
in gender. Cole’s work becomes richer when she analyzes Landes’s early 
research among the Ojibwa, Chippewa, and Pottawatomie in the 1930s, 
which combined the extensive use of “life histories” with a modern feminine 
sensibility that came from the artistic, political, and intellectual context of the 
Jewish immigrant community in New York during the 1920s. The entire sec-
ond part of the book is a valuable contribution to the history of the discipline, 
revealing Cole’s astute attention to the day-to-day experience in the field, the 
formulation of an “implicit” theory of culture from a female point of view, 
and the relationships between Landes and her informants, professors (above 
all Benedict), and representatives of the public sector.

This biography can be read as feminist history of North American anthro-
pology from the point of view of a generation of women anthropologists. 
Cole follows creatively her comment in the introduction that “the lives may 
not be lives to emulate, but they are lives to learn from” (p. 11). What should 
we learn from this? As a “cautionary tale” the book helps us reflect on the 
exercise of emulation which launches different generations of anthropolo-
gists into producing histories of the discipline.
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Central Africa in the Caribbean: Transcending Time, Transforming Cultures. 
MAUREEN WARNER-LEWIS. Kingston: University of the West Indies Press, 
2003. xxxvi + 391 pp. (Paper US$ 45.00) 

ROBERT W. SLENES
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Universidade Estadual de Campinas
13081-970 Campinas, São Paulo, Brazil
<rwslenes@hotmail.com>

This interdisciplinary study has much to recommend it. It provides a useful sur-
vey of the substantial literature now available, but often not readily accessible, 
concerning the impact of western Central African culture on “the islands of the 
Caribbean Sea and circum-Caribbean areas in Central and South America” (p. 
xix). It also advances scholarship by a critical examination of recent mono-
graphs across the growing subfields of English, French, and Spanish Caribbean 
studies. Warner-Lewis is in a privileged position to take this comparative 
approach, for she has done original oral-history research on Jamaica and Cuba 
as well as on her primary area of study, Trinidad and Tobago.

In her introduction, Warner-Lewis criticizes what she sees as the persis-
tence, especially within the English and French Caribbean, of the idea that 
African cultures were diverse in the extreme, and that this, together with the 
conditions imposed by the slave-trade/plantation system, made the perdur-
ance in the New World of specific cultures impossible. Instead, she reaffirms 
the concept of African culture zones, indeed of even broader commonalities 
among the enslaved, and stresses continuities across the Middle Passage, 
including the ability of many Africans initially to reconstruct their original 
speech communities. Continuity was particularly strong, in Warner-Lewis’s 
view, in “private/personal” micro-institutions: such things as “songs, games, 
proverbs, [and] cooking methodologies” (p. xxviii). Thus, she sees individual 
and group creativity in the formation of  “creole cultures” (among Africans 
and between Africans and Europeans) as conditioned by the continued pres-
ence of particularistic heritages, as well as by strong possibilities of dialogue 
between Africans from a given culture area, or even from different ones. On 
the question of African continuities Warner-Lewis takes issue with Sidney 
Mintz and Richard Price (1992) but perhaps discards too readily the possibil-
ity that the model of historical change that they propose could be adapted to 
her purposes.

Warner-Lewis’s sources are published materials from observers of the 
Caribbean since 1500 and interviews conducted with “associates and descen-
dants of Central Africans” (p. xix). She analyzes these materials in the light of 
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the bibliography on west Central Africa (seen as a culture area), particularly 
travelers’ and missionaries’ accounts and modern anthropological studies 
regarding the Kongo, Mbundu, and Ovimbundu peoples of the lower Zaire 
basin and western Angola. 

The book is organized topically, opening with chapters entitled “West 
Central Africa after European Contact” and “Experiences of Enslavement” (in 
Africa). Discussions follow on the remaking of ethnicity in the New World, on 
economic skills and domestic activity, and on social etiquette and rites of child-
birth, marriage, and death. Two chapters then focus on religion, one dealing 
with the spirit world, priests, and ritual practices/icons, the other examining the 
contact with Christianity (within Catholicism, in the Antonian Movement in 
eighteenth-century Kongo, and in Jamaican Mayaal). The analysis then turns 
to ritual war and masquerade (stick-fighting) and games, dance, and music. 
Two chapters are devoted to linguistic topics: one on folktales, songs, insults, 
aphorisms, and the syntax of speech that incorporates Central African words 
and phrases; the other on language transmission and lexicons of Bantu origin. 
The conclusion returns to major questions raised in the introduction, but shifts 
the emphasis somewhat from continuity (the “transcending time” of the sub-
title) toward change (“transforming cultures”). The book includes numerous 
maps, photographs, and drawings, as well as musical notation reproducing the 
melodies and rhythms of songs obtained from interviews.

In discussing her approach, Warner-Lewis notes that “form [similarities 
across societies in vocabulary, rituals, etc.] is the primary focus” (p. xxxi). 
While “function” is also examined to some degree, relatively little atten-
tion is given to “the processes which ... have accompanied change.” The 
strengths of this approach are evident in the many cases discussed in which 
there is close correspondence in form and strong reason to suspect historical 
connection: see, for instance, the argument proposing Kongo origins for the 
white chalky balls or stones used as charms, as reported in sources on late 
eighteenth-century Saint-Domingue and Jamaica and on Grenada in 1889 
(p. 173). The limitations of the method, however, also stand out, on the few 
occasions that “process” is examined. For instance, the hypothesis (p. 289) 
that the practice of inserting Central African words into European-language 
utterances virtually disappeared in Trinidad because it was not linked his-
torically to an African-derived religious community (whereas it continued in 
Cuba and eastern Jamaica because it had such ties) points to the possibility 
of comparative sociohistorical analysis, but is left undeveloped. Still, the 
hypothesis itself is a valuable result of the cross-society analysis of “form” 
and is a stimulus to further research.

The book might be faulted for giving insufficient attention to the Spanish 
Caribbean, while Trinidad and Tobago seems unduly highlighted. For exam-
ple, a chapter section called “Bantu Lexical Inventories” presents a detailed 
west Central African word list from Trinidad (pp. 309-12), but makes only 
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incidental mention of the much more extensive lengua congo of Cuba. More 
than occasionally Warner-Lewis pushes etymological speculation beyond 
plausible limits, most notably when she suggests (p. 323) that mulato, crio-
ulo, and zambo are derived from Central African roots – apparently unaware 
of the standard (and to this reader more convincing) romance-language ori-
gins given by Portuguese and Spanish dictionaries. 

Despite these caveats, this study is an important contribution toward the 
identification of “themes and variations” from west Central African culture 
within the Caribbean. As such, it helps lay the foundation for further com-
parative work on historical change.
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Commemorations of slavery and the slave trade have varied considerably. 
In the United States, a country that received only about five percent of the 
slaves sent to the New World, a significant number of museums, monuments, 
and programs have been devoted to slavery. In the past decade, there have 
also been several new museums or galleries in Britain commemorating the 
slave trade and slavery. But, as Gert Oostindie notes in the introduction to 
this book, the Netherlands has been slow to acknowledge that “the slave trade 
and slavery are part of Dutch history” (p. 14). Facing up to the Past therefore 
developed initially as a project designed to encourage the Dutch to recognize 
their involvement in slavery. This book grew out of that project and is intended 
to stimulate debate on the commemoration of slavery more generally. 
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Handsomely produced with a rich array of images and illustrations, the 
book is divided into three sections: Africa, the Americas, and Europe. Apart 
from the editor’s introduction, there are twenty-one contributors, most of 
whom are academics, but there are also writers as well as a specialist on 
issues of ethics and museums. The chapters are generally brief and inevitably 
vary in quality. But many are thoughtful and reflect an engagement with this 
important subject.

One of the most striking images in the section on Africa is the over-
whelming silence on the subject of slavery. Achille Mbembe, a historian from 
Cameroon now based in South Africa, regards slavery and the slave trade as 
the great unspoken subject in Africa itself. Moreover, Mbembe raises the 
problem of the refusal of Africans to face their own part in the slave trade. As 
Ama Ata Aidoo, a Ghanaian writer and professor of literature, makes clear, 
the situation in Ghana was similar when she was growing up there. Despite 
the importance of the slave trade, no one in Ghana talked about it. The forts 
on the coast of Ghana are stark reminders of the brutality of the trade and, as 
Aidoo points out, reflect the misery of the slave trade. 

In South Africa and Mauritius, the memory of slavery raises different 
issues. Nigel Worden, a historian at the University of Cape Town, highlights 
the importance of slavery, especially in the Cape, where slaves were the pre-
dominant labor force in the colony. But Worden also raises the definitional 
issue of what should be included when discussing slavery. Do indentured 
labor, forced migration, and convict and farm labor come under this rubric? 
In the case of South Africa, as he and Carl Niehaus suggest, the critical issue 
is apartheid, not slavery. For Mauritius, there is an additional problem caused 
by the importation of large numbers of laborers from India after the abolition 
of slavery: the descendants of slaves in Mauritius have expressed the fear of 
being dominated by the Indian population on the island. Commemoration of 
the slave past therefore becomes mired in current politics.

In the section on the Americas, there are also some very useful contri-
butions. Richard Price discusses a traveling commemorative exhibit of 150 
years of abolition in his village, Anses d’Arlet, in Martinique. Yet as he points 
out, it contained not a single photograph or engraving relating to slavery in the 
French Antilles, as if to suggest that slavery happened elsewhere. Moreover, 
Price reports that many of the locals regard the monuments to slavery there as 
a waste of money, and some of them feel that slavery should simply be forgot-
ten. For Price, the way forward in commemorating slavery lies less in monu-
ments and more in research and its diffusion. This is also the view of Lowell 
Fiet, who teaches at the University of Puerto Rico. For Fiet, without more 
attention to education, statues and monuments will lose their significance.

Writing about Brazil, anthropologist Livio Sansone notes that even with 
the Afro-Brazilian Museum in Salvador, Bahia, there is a problem of mini-
mizing the significance of slavery. Despite the importance of the slave past 
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in Brazil, Sansone concludes that there is no proper museum devoted to the 
subject. As in the case of Martinique, representing slavery has been seen 
as embarrassing. Olu Oguibe, a specialist on African art and the diaspora, 
highlights the importance of art in keeping alive the memory of slavery “so 
that both perpetrator and victim may live in the shadow of its knowledge” (p. 
100). Memory for Oguibe should serve as deterrent.

The final section is devoted to Europe, and, inevitably, some of the same 
themes recur. Although writing about the United States, Allison Blakely, a 
historian who until recently taught at Howard University, argues the need 
for an appropriate educational center or museum for the Netherlands. Alex 
van Stipriaan, who teaches at the Erasmus University in Rotterdam, points 
to some of the specific difficulties in seeking to commemorate slavery in the 
Netherlands, including the problem raised elsewhere that many people do not 
want to be reminded of their country’s involvement in slavery. In Britain, 
two academics, Harry Goulbourne and James Walvin, discuss Britain’s pride 
in abolishing slavery but also its failure to take the idea of compensation or 
reparations seriously.

Overall, then, there are some conflicting messages in this book, reflect-
ing the problem of commemoration and memory more widely. But it is clear 
that, whether in the form of educational outreach or appropriate monuments 
and museums, commemoration of slavery is crucial. This very useful book 
should help to stimulate that discussion and debate.

Decolonising the Caribbean: Dutch Policies in a Comparative Perspective. 
GERT OOSTINDIE & INGE KLINKERS. Amsterdam: Amsterdam University 
Press, 2003. 291 pp. (Paper € 29.00)

PAUL SUTTON
Department of Politics and International Studies
University of Hull
Hull HU6 7RX, U.K.
<p.k.sutton@hull.ac.uk>

In December 1954 the Statuut (Charter for the Kingdom of the Netherlands) 
was promulgated, officially ending the Dutch colonial relationship with the 
Caribbean and introducing in its place the Kingdom of the Netherlands com-
posed of three equal partners, the Netherlands, Suriname, and the Netherlands 
Antilles. In the countries concerned and elsewhere, the Statuut was wel-
comed, and in the fifty years since its adoption it has proved remarkably 
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resilient, remaining essentially unchanged and shaping Dutch policies toward 
its Caribbean partners and the policies of Suriname (until independence in 
1975) and the Netherlands Antilles toward the Netherlands. The continuity 
of the framework, however, disguises an often acrimonious and difficult rela-
tionship among the partners. The history of these differences constitutes the 
core of this excellent study, which also contains as a bonus brief comparative 
excursions into the policies of the United Kingdom, France, and the United 
States toward their remaining “territories” in the region, helping to set the 
Dutch experience in context.

The study begins with three relatively short chapters examining British, 
French, and U.S. approaches to decolonization in the region. The arguments 
advanced are familiar and summarize the existing literature. They do not tell 
us anything new, but they do serve the important purpose of acting as a back-
drop, allowing for the distinctive character of Dutch policy to be examined 
and comparisons to be made.

The next four chapters examine in detail Dutch policy in the Caribbean 
since 1940. The wealth of material presented here is about as much as any 
Caribbeanist is likely to generally need other than those making a special 
study of the Dutch Caribbean. The authors were given access to confidential 
Dutch government papers and conducted interviews with many of the most 
important politicians and officials involved in the relationship in all three parts 
of the Kingdom. Their principal arguments, which have proved controversial, 
are that the Dutch sought withdrawal since the Caribbean was of little interest 
to them, but that the other Kingdom partners only sought greater “autonomy.” 
In the case of Suriname this was not realizable except through a poorly con-
ceived independence, actively promoted by the Dutch and some Surinamese 
politicians, but resisted by others. In the case of the Netherlands Antilles it led 
to Aruba’s clever negotiation of status aparte, which gave Arubans indepen-
dence from their partners in the Netherlands Antilles but not the Netherlands, 
while the remaining partners resisted all attempts to weaken what they con-
sidered to be the beneficial aspects of the relationship with the Netherlands. In 
this they largely succeeded, forcing the Dutch (like the British) to eventually 
conclude that they will remain in the Caribbean for the foreseeable future. 
The price exacted for doing so, however, is greater oversight by the Dutch 
of some internal aspects of the governmental processes of the Netherlands 
Antilles which weaken that “autonomy” but guarantee the “tie.”

The evidence presented by Oostindie and Klinkers more than sustains 
their arguments. What is of particular interest, however, is the way they show 
policy is made. In the Dutch case it often appears inept, with little evidence 
of strategic thinking and a great deal of muddling through. Much the same 
can be said of Suriname. By comparison, Aruba and the Netherlands Antilles 
have a clearer sense of purpose (vision, even, in the case of Aruba) and good 
judgment about how to exploit the Dutch to achieve their ends. It involves 
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endless “shadow play,” in which the ability to say “no” wears the Dutch 
down, allowing the weaker partners in the Statuut to largely dictate the terms 
and emerge “triumphant.” The interesting question that arises from this inter-
pretation is whether it holds elsewhere in the Caribbean. Does Martinique 
“dictate” to mainland France and Puerto Rico to the United States? In the 
case of Britain there is some evidence that the Caribbean overseas territories 
often have the advantage in their relations to Britain, engaging in the same 
tactics as Aruba and the Netherlands Antilles. The “master-servant” relation-
ship here puts the servant in the driving seat, not least because the servant 
knows the master so well. The psychological element in decolonization is 
not one that is often mentioned but can be crucial in determining options – 
Oostindie and Klinkers quite rightly make it absolutely central to their expla-
nation and in the process alert us to its particular importance in the Caribbean 
in which mindsets were forged over long years of intimate association.

The final chapters return to the comparative theme. Dutch policies on 
aid, migration, and culture are examined and compared to Britain, France, 
and the United States. In these issue areas the Dutch are consistently more 
generous than the British but less engaged and committed than France or 
the United States. They are also the issues, particularly migration, where 
the next “shadow play” determining the limits of “autonomy” between the 
Netherlands, Aruba, and the Netherlands Antilles is likely to be staged. 

Oostindie and Klinkers conclude by pointing to the divergences that have 
appeared between the sovereign independent Caribbean and the nonsovereign 
Caribbean, in which the latter gain significant material advantages over the 
former. This is now widely recognized and is found not only in the Caribbean 
but in the relations of other small “nonindependent” island economies with 
their “metropolitan patrons.” These differences between sovereign and non-
sovereign countries have two important implications: they effectively rule 
out any future moves to independence and are significant obstacles to future 
regional integration. The Caribbean will thus continue to remain divided, as it 
was in the past, by the present “colonial” powers, and continue to feature on 
the various metropolitan agendas, demanding attention and commitment from 
them out of all proportion with their “real” importance. 

Caribbeanists are very well served by this book. The “nonsovereign” 
Caribbean is rarely studied comparatively and contemporary relations in the 
Dutch Caribbean are often overlooked. There is now no longer reason to do 
either. This authoritative study of Dutch policy provides a perfect text for 
students seeking a comprehensive and detailed study of the continuing Dutch 
presence in the Caribbean, and in the clarity and depth of its scholarship 
it has much to offer researchers on the region. The task now, as Oostindie 
and Klinkers mention in passing, is for other Caribbeanists to match their 
achievement with comparable studies of the relationships of Britain, France, 
and the United States with their Caribbean territories. In so doing this book 
serves as an outstanding model.
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Politics in a ‘Half-Made Society’: Trinidad and Tobago, 1925-2001. KIRK 
PETER MEIGHOO. Kingston: Ian Randle; Oxford: James Curry; Princeton NJ: 
Marcus Wiener, 2003. xxxiv + 446 pp. (Paper € 19.95)

DOUGLAS MIDGETT
Department of Anthropology 
University of Iowa 
Iowa City IA 52242, U.S.A.
<douglas-midgett@uiowa.edu>

In the introduction to this volume on Trinidad and Tobago politics, Kirk Peter 
Meighoo eschews a grounded theoretical treatment, opting instead for an 
“open-ended, eclectic approach,” one that aims at “thick description” of the 
political life of the society during the period in question (p. xxii). The study 
follows this aim in its expansive and descriptive narrative. The introduc-
tion also introduces the notion of a “half-made society,” a term coined by 
V.S. Naipaul to characterize Trinidad and Tobago. Does Meighoo mean for 
us to take this characterization as a serious frame for his study? Although 
he discourses on it briefly, he dismisses any more extensive examination 
of what utility it might have by stating that such further discussion “would 
detract from the main purpose of the book, which is to examine the poli-
tics of a particular society” (p. xxiv). We are thus left with this nebulous 
concept – no one, including Naipaul, himself, has ever tried to elaborate 
it – to which Meighoo does not return in the book’s concluding chapter. 
Meighoo certainly examines the politics of the particular society of Trinidad 
and Tobago. Although the period covered (as indicated in the subtitle) is 
1925 to 2001, the early years are only sketchily addressed. For example, little 
is made of the 1937 disturbances and the Butler movement, including the rise 
of trade unionism. Nor is much made of early movements that sought to unite 
Afro-Trinidadian and Indo-Trinidadian workers. The brevity of Meighoo’s 
treatment of the early period is perhaps understandable given the extensive 
examination of these times in the works of Selwyn Ryan, Ivar Oxaal, Rhoda 
Reddock, and Richard Jacobs. 

What seems apparent is that the book’s main concern is with the events 
and circumstances that led to the ascendance of Basdeo Panday and the 
United National Congress (UNC) in 1995. Of the 291 pages of text, 77 are 
given over to a discussion of the UNC government, which held power from 
1995 to 2001. Moreover, well over half the book details events occurring 
after the death of Eric Williams in 1981. This covers a twenty-year period of 
political upheaval that saw the eclipse of the People’s National Movement 
(PNM), Williams’s personal political vehicle that ruled Trinidad and Tobago 
for thirty years, and the emergence and dissolution of the National Alliance for 
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Reconstruction (NAR), a “rainbow party” that ideally would have united dis-
parate sectoral interests in the state and submerged communal struggles. The 
latter movement saw the rise to prominence of Panday, who had first made 
his presence known in the aftermath of the 1970 “Black Power Revolution” 
and formation of the United Labour Front. During a period of ineffectual 
PNM government in 1992-95, the UNC and Panday emerged as the opposi-
tion and eventual electoral winner in 1995. Although the detail in these latter 
chapters is extensive, readability is sometimes sacrificed to an overly busy 
scholarship. The UNC chapter alone contains 397 endnotes, many of them 
superfluous references to newspaper items about current events. 

Another problem of the book is the almost exclusive attention to this soci-
ety, resulting in insufficient consideration of other regional issues that might 
have implications for the politics under discussion. For example, there is no 
mention of Grenada – neither the revolution of 1979, nor the U.S.-sponsored 
invasion in 1983, when the Trinidad and Tobago government was not privy 
to the invasion plan. Can it be that these events had no implications for local 
politics? Are the Cuban experience and the implications of cold-war geopoli-
tics negligible for an understanding of Trinidad and Tobago?

Although he chooses not to ground the analysis in theory, Meighoo 
engages some theoretical approaches in his criticisms of other writers of the 
Trinidad and Tobago scene. Selwyn Ryan and Ralph Premdas both come in 
for critical comment, especially in their attention to ethnic factors in assess-
ing political life in the state. Yet, in his presentation, one cannot help but 
be aware of the significant role ethnic appeals and affiliations have played, 
particularly in recent times in electoral politics. The ascendance of an Indian 
prime minister and the coming to power of an allegedly “Indian” political 
party have intensified the racialized nature of Trinidad and Tobago political 
activity and discourse, and Meighoo provides numerous examples of this.

Finally, I suggest that Meighoo has not been well served by his editors. 
The volume could have used editorial attention to make a more readable 
text; there is much redundancy; and there are occasional factual errors that 
should have been remedied. Additionally, despite the very attractive format 
(including cover art by Christopher Cozier), the overall presentation of the 
book often leaves something to be desired: the reproduction of photographs 
and text maps is not good (they are too small and muddied), and the tables, 
while very useful, especially in Appendix B, should have had more careful 
editing. For a volume that contains such a richness of factual information, the 
index is unnecessarily brief and incomplete.

I believe that a final analysis of the worth of this book lies in the exhaus-
tive scholarship that Meighoo has undertaken. Anyone writing of political 
life in Trinidad and Tobago, especially during the past twenty-five years, 
should consult this volume for the wealth of information it contains. If the 
detail sometimes proves tedious, the rewards come from the completeness of 
its examination of documentary evidence.
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In a recent review essay on sexual cultures and the interface of the local/global, 
Florence Babb (2004:225) notes the simultaneous importance and difficulty 
of integrating “global” and “local” factors into understanding how contempo-
rary sexual practices, identities, and values are constructed and/or reconfig-
ured around the world. When it comes to the Caribbean, this should be old 
news. After all, this is a region which was forcibly created through the legacy 
of the local/global encounter known as colonialism, and as many anthropolo-
gists have argued, to understand any social institution or cultural formation 
in this region always requires multifocal lenses identifying the synergies of 
various levels of local practices as they intersect with macroflows of capital, 
ideologies, and human traffic that traverse national boundaries (see Slocum 
and Thomas 2003 for a good summary of this position). However, as Linden 
Lewis, editor of The Culture of Gender and Sexuality in the Caribbean, notes 
in his introduction, sexuality and certain aspects of gender have only received 
cursory attention in Caribbean studies, resulting in rather static, overly deter-
mined representations of this important aspect of sociocultural life.

The collection of essays in this volume, we are told, will “break new 
ground in exploring issues of gender and sexuality” on a number of fronts: 
first, it will bring sexuality into the analytical foreground with gender and 
culture (something which has not occurred in Caribbean studies), putting 
the concepts into a productive dialogue in heretofore understudied terrains 
such as masculinity and popular culture (p. 3); second, it will foreground 
the importance of understanding these concepts across the region and the 
wider Caribbean diaspora (thus addressing Babb’s concern with sexuality 
and the local/global interface noted above) (p. 19); and third, it will begin to 
bridge the gap between “socially acceptable” and “peripheral” behaviors and 
practices in the Caribbean, thus addressing areas of inquiry that have long 
been ignored in the scholarly literature of the Caribbean (p. 19). This is a 
difficult and challenging set of objectives, and while Lewis’s collection does 
not fulfill all of them, it succeeds in making important analytical inroads to 
an important and understudied facet of Caribbean social life.
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The volume is divided into four loosely themed sections, beginning with 
“Theoretical Mediations on Gender in the Caribbean.” The opening chapters 
by Eudine Barriteau and Hilbourne Watson offer contrasting approaches to 
the significance of gender and its place in Caribbean social analysis, repre-
senting “postmodern feminist” versus more traditional Marxist perspectives, 
respectively. Both of these authors criticize the way in which gender has, 
until recently, mostly stood for “women,” but it is Lewis’s chapter that charts 
in detail the ways in which masculinity has been analyzed in Caribbean 
social research. While each of these chapters discusses how sex and sexual-
ity are ideologically, economically, and/or politically deployed to privilege 
certain interests in the Caribbean, this section as a whole prioritizes gender 
over sexuality in terms of critical theorizing.

The second section, “The Political Terrain of Gender and Sexuality,” 
does a better job of integrating gender and sexuality as mutually structuring 
themes. Patricia Mohammed explores the gendered aesthetics of Trinidadian 
calypsos in the 1920s and 1930s, noting how certain ideas/ideals of gendered 
and sexual behavior (as well as ethnic and racial types) became mytholo-
gized through this form of popular culture. Carolle Charles argues through 
an ethnohistorical framework that among poor and working-class Haitian 
women’s discourses on gender and sexuality, the body is represented as 
a capital resource – sex is most often considered as work, through which 
certain benefits may be accrued which may lead to greater economic gain. 
Charles emphasizes throughout her chapter the influence of rigid class and 
color hierarchies in Haitian sexual relations. In the final chapter of this sec-
tion, Elizabeth Crespo-Kebler shows how the Puerto Rican Penal Code rein-
forces a heterosexual normative structure which silences female sexuality. 
She then outlines how women have reinvented and renamed outlawed and/or 
unnamed sexualities in “private” spaces.

The third section, “Sexual Orientation and Male Socialization in the 
Caribbean,” contains three chapters exploring various aspects of masculinity, 
beginning with Barry Chevannes’s description of “the street” (public spaces) 
in the socialization of male youth in downtown Kingston, Jamaica. Next is 
Rafael Ramirez’s discussion of the meanings of “macho” in Puerto Rico, and 
how sexuality and power operate as central structures in this concept. The last 
chapter in this section, by Conrad James, presents a study of homosexuality in 
Cuba from a literary perspective, focusing on the fiction of Manuel Granados.

The final section includes two chapters that offer historical analyses of 
gender and sexuality, the first by Glyne Griffith, who also uses literature 
(two novels by Hilary McD Beckles and Earl Lovelace) to explore subver-
sions of gender binaries in the Caribbean, and the second by Joseph Dorsey, 
who explores historical practices of sexual violence and their connection to 
institutions of patriarchal power in the nineteenth-century Caribbean. I found 
this historical section to be a strange way to end the volume: why was it not 
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placed at the beginning so that as we read subsequent chapters, we could 
see the ways in which the legacies of this history resonate throughout the 
contemporary Caribbean?

Does this volume succeed in achieving the three main objectives set out in 
the introduction (and mentioned above)? Yes and no. Overall, these chapters 
do bring sexuality and gender into an equal and productive dialogue (thus 
achieving the first objective), and we find a number of them accomplishing 
important firsts in Caribbean social analysis through sustained and rigorous 
inquiry into what are often dismissed as “peripheral” gendered and sexual 
identities (the third objective). However, the volume falls short in relation to 
the second objective, to foreground the importance of understanding these 
concepts across the region and the wider Caribbean diaspora.

Although this is not directly addressed by any of the authors, the over-
all effect of the chapters is to imply general contours of cultural similari-
ties throughout the Caribbean in relation to gender socialization, proper and 
improper sexualities, and the ongoing centrality of raced and classed hierar-
chies. Some discussion of these general similarities (and differences) would 
have been helpful, not to mention the very important question of the influ-
ences of diasporic Caribbean populations in North America and Europe as 
well as “transnational” discourses of sexual identity in reinforcing or chang-
ing ideas of gender and sexuality in the “homelands.” Nevertheless, this vol-
ume is most certainly an important, original, and worthy contribution that 
opens up new directions for further research in sexuality and gender in this 
region. 
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One of the most important lessons that can be gleaned from The Francophone 
Caribbean Today takes us back to the old saying, “plus ça change plus c’est 
la même chose.” The editors’ introduction to the collection suggests that many 
of the concerns from the past continue to haunt the writers and scholars of the 
region today. Still at stake, particularly for the French overseas departments 
of Martinique and Guadeloupe, is the looming question of cultural identity, 
although the editors argue that, unlike the early Négritude movement, this issue 
is “no longer addressed through race alone” (p. viii). Branching out from this 
central concern are the many ways in which writers have dealt with the ques-
tion of official History through narratives that emphasize plurality of voice. 
Another link to the past is the persistent interrogation into the place and role of 
the Creole language in Francophone Caribbean cultural expression. Several of 
the essays frame their concerns using the créolité movement or Creole as their 
point of reference or departure. In fact the collection is most useful for those 
still preoccupied by what the editors claim to be “the most prominent literary 
movement in the French Caribbean at the turn of the century” (p. xi). 

In the first chapter, “Linguistic Paradoxes: French and Creole in the West 
Indian DOM at the Turn of the Century,” Aub-Buscher effectively exposes 
the problems involved in trying to halt a process of decreolization and at 
the same time resuscitate a “true Creole” derived from neologisms. “Creole 
in the French Caribbean Novel in the 1990s: From Reality to Myth?” by 
Marie-Christine Hazaël-Massieux then offers a panoramic view of the 
place of Creole in the contemporary novel in the Lesser Antilles. Drawing 
primarily on the works of Patrick Chamoiseau and Raphaël Confiant, cham-
pions of the créolité movement, Hazaël-Massieux points to a decline in the 
production of texts written in Creole and asks the important, if obvious, 
question: “Is there still a place for Creole writers in the Caribbean?” (p. 
97). Marie- José N’Zengou-Tayo’s essay, “The Martinican Writers of the 
Créolité Movement and History,” also examines the works of Chamoiseau 
and Confiant to show how they have challenged official history and privi-
leged individual narratives. 
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But is the Francophone Caribbean today still so preoccupied with the 
créolité movement and the manifesto, influenced by Glissant, of Éloge de 
la créolité, which was written over a decade ago? Are there other concerns 
beyond defining a creole cultural identity? Are third- and fourth-generation 
writers still concerned with identities rooted in the Caribbean or even in 
Caribbean culture? Has geography and physical location become secondary 
to the writer’s continual reconstruction of identities located primarily in the 
imagination? 

Some of the essays begin to explore these concerns. Mary Gallagher’s 
“Re-membering Caribbean Childhoods” is one of the most creative treat-
ments that I have seen of the ways in which French Caribbean writers recover 
childhood experience. The region is rich in autobiographical and first person 
narratives, but Gallagher adds to the body of knowledge by her selection of 
two authors from different generations and genres who would seem to have 
little in common: prose writer Patrick Chamoiseau and poet Saint-John Perse. 
Sam Haigh, in an intricate but often detoured journey, traces the manner in 
which different Francophone Caribbean writers, including René Depestre, 
Frantz Fanon, Edouard Glissant, and Patrick Chamoiseau, have interrogated 
and redefined notions of exile and errance. Haigh focuses on the Montreal- 
and more recently Miami-based writer Dany Laferrière, who has re-imagined 
through his provocative and erotic writings the once paralyzing notion of 
exile. J. Michael Dash’s “Postcolonial Eccentricities” traces the demystifi-
cation of apocalyptic discourse in early Francophone Caribbean writings, 
drawing primarily on Edouard Glissant’s postcolonial readings of language 
and society. The essay also questions the role of Creole in the Francophone 
Caribbean as the “true source of cultural authenticity” (p. 39). 

There is predictability in the choice of the women writers examined in the 
three essays from the collection and to some extent in the themes explored. 
Anthea Morrison’s “The Caribbeanness of Haiti” is a detailed study of 
Simone Schwarz-Bart’s Ton beau capitaine that attempts to uncover Haiti’s 
place in the Caribbean psyche and show how “the Haitian experience remains 
quintessentially Caribbean” (p. 116). Carol Sanders frames her exploration 
of polyphony in Maryse Condé’s La Migration des coeurs with an interroga-
tion into Bakhtine’s concept of plurality of consciousness. The third essay 
that focuses on a Francophone women writer is by Ormerod Noakes, who 
tackles the theme of early childhood trauma and its imprisoning effects on 
adulthood in the works of Gisèle Pineau. 

The collection is dedicated to the memory of Bridget Jones and also 
includes an essay by Jones herself, comparing Zobel’s La Rue cases-nègres 
with Euzhan Palzy’s interpretation on film of this classic Caribbean tale. The 
biographical and academic information provided on this important Caribbean 
scholar is a welcome addition to the text. 
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A haunting short story by Priska Degras ends the collection. Although 
readers may presume to make links between Degras’s “Leur seule visite” 
and the themes explored in the various essays, the editors provide no explicit 
reason for this selection. Is it representative of Francophone Caribbean writ-
ing today? Unfortunately this question and others remain for the most part 
unanswered, although the linguistic and cultural uncertainties presented in 
the collection correctly point to the futility of a search for a fixed definition 
of Francophone Caribbean identity. The collection as a whole would have 
benefited from a less Creole-centric focus particularly since the movement 
has already been placed under such scrutiny and self-examination. Perhaps 
some disillusionment also lies in the expectations raised by a title that does 
not recognize how quickly our today becomes our yesterday. 

Gender, Ethnicity and the Informal Sector in Trinidad. SALLY LLOYD-EVANS 
& ROBERT B. POTTER. Burlington VT: Ashgate, 2002. xiv + 300 pp. (Cloth 
US$ 79.95)

KATHERINE E. BROWNE
Department of Anthropology
Colorado State University
Fort Collins CO 80523-1787, U.S.A.
<kate.browne@colostate.edu>

In this monograph, Sally Lloyd-Evans and Robert Potter enter a discussion 
that has energized development planners since the early 1970s: how people 
who make their living off the books might provide the solution to poverty. 
That is, many planners believe informal operators can become full-fledged 
entrepreneurs, ultimately employing others and igniting the engine of eco-
nomic growth. As social geographers, Lloyd-Evans and Potter use their dis-
ciplinary tools to suggest that empowering informal actors will also require 
considerations of gender, ethnicity, and spatial preferences for worksites.

In the first four chapters, they present their view of the background 
surrounding the study. First they outline the evolving context of Trinidad 
and describe how political and economic shifts in the island – such as the 
short-lived oil boom in the 1980s and oppressive IMF structural adjustment 
programs in the 1990s – spurred a rise in the island’s informal economy. 
Second, they introduce the rise of interest in the concept of informal econo-
mies among development agencies as well as some of the ways that scholars 
have approached this phenomenon globally and in the Caribbean. 
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The research findings presented in the next four chapters draw on surveys 
and in-depth interview data collected in the early 1990s. On three designated 
roadways, Lloyd-Evans and Potter collected brief survey data from all vis-
ible vendors (a total of 740 people). They supplement these data with sixty 
in-depth interviews conducted with vendors from four urban markets. They 
then apply their geographic orientation to map the physical distribution of 
people engaged in informal trade according to their gender, ethnicity, and 
type of activity.

Results of this study will not surprise scholars of Trinidad. According 
to the authors, Afro-Trinidadians tend to shun agricultural work and are, 
therefore, more likely to cluster their economic activities in urban areas. By 
contrast, Indo-Trinidadians dominate agricultural occupations and live and 
sell their produce in rural areas. These patterns are discussed in fine detail. 
For example, the study shows that food vendors dominate street vending (80 
percent) and that the majority of these vendors are East Indian men operating 
stalls in rural sections of highways. Usually, the produce they sell is grown 
and prepared by other members of their extended family and their wives 
sometimes help out in retailing. 

By contrast, Afro-Trinidadian female “higglers” sell food items in simi-
lar areas, but as solo operators, without the same family networks, product 
diversity, or permanent stalls. Of those street traders who do not sell food, 
Afro-Trinidadian women dominate, selling clothing, cosmetics, newspapers, 
and lottery tickets from “safe and peaceful” outer-urban spaces. Meanwhile, 
Afro-Trinidadian men have become the primary “suitcase traders,” traveling 
to the United States or Caracas to smuggle in foreign consumer goods that 
they resell in urban centers. 

These spatial and occupational patterns are descriptively clear and pro-
vide a useful window on the distribution of informal operators. The authors 
then attempt to press this straightforward material into the service of their 
primary ambition: to lay out the nature of social factors that exert an impact 
on an informal operator’s potential for upward mobility. It is in this effort 
to extend their findings into analytical grist for the benefit of development 
planners that the reader might wish for more clarity, and perhaps more rigor, 
in the analysis. For, while we see a vendor’s choice of activity, product, and 
location, Lloyd-Evans and Potter do not discuss the processes that could have 
led to these outcomes. They argue, for example, that Indo-Trinidadians are 
family-oriented entrepreneurs, better positioned to grow economically than 
solo-operating Afro-Trinidadians. However, readers might wonder whether 
the “success” or greater economic potential of a given vending operation is 
reliably evaluated through the presence of more permanent stalls, more prod-
uct diversity, more familial involvement, or a pricier home address. Are more 
heavily capitalized operations or more affluent homes the result of the vend-
ing operation profits? At the very least, one is left to question what processes 
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have led to the appearance of successful outcomes. Since we are offered no 
data on income, economic activities of other household members, inherited 
wealth, or number of people a vendor’s income must support, it is hard to 
fully accept the conclusions.

One possible explanation for the conflation of outcomes and processes 
appears in the early chapters where the authors propose their own, four-part 
schema to describe the informal “sector”: subsistence operators, small-scale 
entrepreneurs, petty capitalists, and criminal operators. Of primary impor-
tance in their typology is the distinction of activities that are “profit-driven” 
versus those that are simply “subsistence-oriented.” If certain features of an 
economic activity can distinguish whether a vendor is interested in profit or 
in survival, isolating those with an entrepreneurial orientation would seem 
relatively easy. To this end, the authors collect data on an operator’s vending 
location, the scale of the operation, and the degree to which networks of fam-
ily or friends are involved. But do these features of an activity tell us whether 
a vendor is profit oriented or not? Are small-scale, solo operators who are 
located in poor market areas simply not interested in profit? It appears that 
respondents were not asked whether they felt ambitious, whether they were 
interested in making money, or how they came to choose where or with 
whom they worked. These sorts of links might help provide vital insights 
into the complexity that is missing when a person’s goals are assumed rather 
than investigated.

Readers may encounter a variety of smaller frustrations, including, 
for example, largely out-of-date literature reviews and very few works by 
anthropologists or sociologists whose studies are of primary relevance to the 
concerns of ethnicity, gender, and informal economies. The publisher has 
done the authors no favors, as there are numerous repetitions of text as well 
as typographic errors.

The book’s primary value involves its insights into Trinidad’s spatial 
and occupational distribution of informal vending by gender and ethnicity. 
Beyond this, there are basic questions that the study might have benefited by 
asking. Addressing some of these questions could have made this research 
and its import a good deal more compelling.
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Issues surrounding the international banana trade have entered the public’s 
consciousness over the last decade via the long-running United States-
European Union banana-trade war. Banana Wars makes reference to the 
“war” of the 1990s, but is primarily concerned with the complex and some-
times violent nature of the banana industry in the Americas over the last cen-
tury, and how it has shaped regional and international social, cultural, eco-
nomic, and political processes and experiences. The volume has its origins 
in a panel at the 1998 meeting of the American Anthropological Association, 
and incorporates essays of historical and social scientific interest. The 
book is prefaced with an introduction by the editors, and then is divided 
into three sections: “A Global Fruit,” “Central and South America,” and 
“The Caribbean,” which also includes a conclusion by Allen Wells entitled 
“Dialectical Bananas.” The central organizing themes are power, resistance, 
and ethnicity, and although a majority of the contributors provide a coher-
ent and detailed exposition of the banana trade in the Americas over the last 
century, a number lack rigor and focus in their analyses.

The most successful part is the second section, which considers the 
complex nature of the banana industry’s development in Central and South 
America using a case-study approach. The essay by Mark Moberg provides 
an interesting account of the involvement of the United Fruit Company (UFC) 
in Belize during the first decades of the twentieth century, highlighting in 
particular the supine and acquiescent role of the British colonial government 
in attempting to attract foreign capital to support the country’s embryonic 
banana industry. The next contribution, by Steve Striffler, examines the role 
played by the peasantry and labor in Ecuador in challenging the power and 
authority of the UFC in the country, which by the early 1960s had led to 
the company withdrawing from direct production and the establishment of a 
system of contract farming. The penultimate essay in the section, by Cindy 
Forster, offers an excellent account of the role of plantation workers in defy-
ing UFC power in Guatemala, which subsequently precipitated the violent 
U.S.-backed coup of 1954. Moberg, Striffler, and Forster provide insightful 
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and lucid illustrations of the diverse nature of the banana industry in Latin 
America and the complex set of interactions that underpin production in par-
ticular countries in the region. However, the section on Central and South 
America is book-ended by two essays that do not entirely convince. The first 
contribution, from Philippe Bourgois, uses documents, letters, and photo-
graphs to evaluate the UFC’s corporate mindset at various times during the 
twentieth century, but the lack of judicious editing of the material creates a 
rather ill-focused account. And the concluding essay in the section, by Darío 
A. Euraque, which considers the tensions within the Honduran banana econ-
omy between mestizos and blacks in the 1920s and 1930s, is undermined by 
a shortage of convincing quantitative evidence.

The two remaining parts of the volume are less substantial, but neverthe-
less contain important analysis and insight. The first segment includes three 
contributions providing a broader view of the banana industry as a whole. 
The opening essay, by Laura T. Raynolds, considers the background to, and 
subsequent settlement of, the recent banana-trade dispute between the United 
States and the European Union. Raynolds includes a brief history of the U.S. 
and European banana trades, an assessment of the regulatory, economic, 
and social differences between the dollar banana system, and the African, 
Caribbean, and Pacific (ACP) banana system, and the potential options for 
ACP bananas in the aftermath of the injurious rulings by the World Trade 
Organization. Her essay sets the scene for the contributions to come, but 
readers who seek a more comprehensive analysis of the banana dispute will 
need to look elsewhere. The next essay, by John Soluri, focuses on the dialec-
tical relationship between banana production and consumption, incorporating 
a particularly interesting account of the banana’s cultural significance within 
U.S. society. The final contribution of the section, by Marcelo Bucheli, pro-
vides a more general account of the internal workings, strategies, and deci-
sion-making processes of the UFC than the one by Bourgois. However, the 
value of Bucheli’s contribution is limited by the fact that the story is told 
predominately through official and publicly available UFC documents, thus 
creating a rather one-sided view of the company’s activities.

The final and shortest section of the volume focuses on the Caribbean. 
The first essay by Karla Slocum considers a counter-discourse to the per-
ceived primacy of globalization in undermining St. Lucia’s banana industry 
during the 1990s. Slocum focuses rather on the alleged mismanagement of 
the industry by the St. Lucian government and the state-run Banana Growers’ 
Association (BGA), as well as the efforts of small farmers, through the 
Banana Salvation Committee (BSC), to challenge existing domestic power 
structures. However, the essay suffers from its selective use of evidence, and 
its rather disingenuous tone. In particular, Slocum fails to mention the clear 
political agenda of the BSC and its attempts to undermine the government of 
the day, as well as the serious fragmentation of the St. Lucian banana industry 
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that has occurred since farmers gained greater control over the industry in 
the late 1990s. The book’s last substantive contribution, by Lawrence S. 
Grossman, which considers the role of the St. Vincent BGA and its relation-
ship to contract farmers, is much more balanced, giving due focus to the 
important international trading factors that have undermined the position of 
the Commonwealth Caribbean banana industry over the last decade.

Although the volume does have a number of weaknesses in terms of its 
academic rigor and intellectual coherence, particularly in the first and third 
sections, it is recommended for its success in highlighting the diverse nature 
of the banana trade in the Americas, and the complex and fluid set of rela-
tionships that have underpinned the industry over the last century.

Riches from Atlantic Commerce: Dutch Transatlantic Trade and Shipping, 
1585-1817. JOHANNES POSTMA & VICTOR ENTHOVEN (eds.). Leiden, the 
Netherlands: Brill Academic Publishers, 2003. xxviii + 526 pp. (Cloth US$ 
161.00)

GERT J. OOSTINDIE
KITLV/Royal Netherlands Institute of Southeast Asian and Caribbean Studies
2300 RA Leiden, the Netherlands
<oostindie@kitlv.nl>

“Given its importance at the time,” writes John J. McCusker in the foreword to 
this collection, “too little attention has been paid to the Dutch role in the history 
of the Western Hemisphere during the early modern era” (p. xx). This state-
ment nicely sums up the assumptions and perhaps frustrations of the book’s 
editors and authors. This voluminous and unfortunately ludicrously priced col-
lection attempts to redress the balance, first by highlighting the role the Dutch 
played among the European colonial powers in the Americas, and second by 
re-evaluating the contribution of the Atlantic trade to the Dutch economy.

The volume certainly goes a long way in meeting its first objective. In 
four sections, the origins and subsequent development of the Dutch exploits 
in the Atlantic are carefully delineated. Victor Enthoven discusses the 
first decades of Dutch expansion (1585-1621), part and parcel of the Low 
Countries’ revolt against the Spanish, which in turn led to the Eighty Years 
War (1568-1648) and the founding of the Dutch republic. Cristopher Ebert 
focuses, in particular, on the Dutch trade with Brazil in the same period. 
Henk den Heijer concludes the first section with a thorough contribution on 
the Dutch West India Company (1621-1791). 
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In the second section the focus shifts to African commerce and the 
slave trade. Johannes Postma, who should be credited for having almost 
single-handedly quantified the Dutch slave trade during a period of almost 
four decades, offers a scrupulous re-assessment of his earlier calculations. 
Modestly admitting to some miscalculations in his earlier work, he ends up 
only marginally revising these figures in an upward direction. His new cal-
culation amounts to just over half a million enslaved Africans carried by the 
Dutch to the Americas between 1600 and 1803, or 4.6 to 4.7 percent of the 
overall Atlantic slave trade of eleven million. Henk den Heijer analyzes the 
West African trade of the West India Company (1674-1740), emphasizing 
that in terms of value, the commodity trade was of more importance than the 
slave trade. Stuart Schwartz and Postma focus on the commercial relations 
between the Dutch and Brazilians on the West African Coast.

In the third and fourth sections, the emphasis is redirected toward the 
Americas. Wim Klooster discusses the pivotal role of Curaçao as a center 
of Caribbean transit trade. Han Jordaan provides an informative in-depth 
analysis of the Curaçao slave trade, including procedures on the island, in 
the  period between 1700 and 1730. Claudia Schurmann contributes a rather 
anecdotal portrait of Jacob Leisner (1640-91), an American merchant of 
German origins straddling the margins of mercantilism.

Section Four focuses on the Wild Coast settlements. Harvesting again 
from his four decades of archival work, Postma quantifies the volume of the 
trade of Suriname both to the Netherlands and within the Americas, particu-
larly to the Northern colonies. Eric Willem van der Oest gives a summary of 
the “forgotten colonies” of Essequibo and Demerara. He demonstrates that 
both colonies, initially exploited from Zeeland, started to develop by the later 
eighteenth century. During the Napoleonic Wars, Essequibo and Demerara 
were taken by the British, with neighboring Berbice, to become British 
Guiana. Remarkably, this fourth section neglects Berbice, an oversight not 
accounted for by the editors.

The final section provides an overall quantitative assessment. Wim 
Klooster gives an overview of Dutch trade with the Americas (1600-1800). 
Based on archival data and much educated guesswork, he estimates that dur-
ing these two centuries the Dutch share in Europe’s Atlantic trade averaged 
nearly ten percent. Victor Enthoven takes up the challenge of assessing the 
contribution of the Atlantic trade to the Dutch economy. His major handicap 
is that an assessment of the value of this trade remains a hazardous guess. 
Courageously combining bits and pieces of evidence, he nevertheless con-
cludes that the Dutch Atlantic trade was clearly more important than trade 
with the East Indies, and by 1780 may have amounted to just over twenty 
percent of all Dutch trade. 

Riches from Atlantic Commerce deserves praise primarily because it pro-
vides a welcome update on Dutch Atlantic history, written by authors who 
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are all well-versed in the relevant sources and literature. The book thus suc-
ceeds in its first objective, the highlighting of the unduly neglected Dutch 
role in early modern colonialism in the Americas. Perhaps there is not much 
news in the book for specialists. But then again, partly due to linguistic bar-
riers, few historians outside of the Dutch orbit have more than a superficial 
knowledge of this episode in history in the first place.

The book also aims at revising the contribution of the Atlantic trade to 
the Dutch economy and at demonstrating that it was of more significance 
than the trade with the Dutch East Indies. Whether the book succeeds in this 
objective remains a matter of dispute. Both in the editors’ introduction and  
the concluding chapter by Enthoven, a convincing point is made with regard 
to the previous underestimation of the importance of Atlantic trade. The con-
tributions by Klooster, based on his previous publications, and Postma, based 
on his new databases, confirm this point. However, as long as the question 
of the profitability of these trades is not taken into account and some of the 
assumptions made regarding the volume of the Atlantic trade remain rather 
dubious, the debate on this trade’s contribution to the Dutch economy is re-
opened rather than settled with this book. This, to be sure, would be a com-
mendable result of Riches from Atlantic Commerce in the first place.

Finally, a word about what is not in this volume. In their introduction, 
the editors attribute the relative neglect of early West Indian history in Dutch 
historiography to the fact that the West Indies were fully in the shadow of the 
Dutch East Indies by the time professional historians began to study colo-
nial history. They plea for a re-assessment not only because of the intrinsic 
value of setting the record straight, but also by reference to the contemporary 
interest in West Indian history as a result of the massive Dutch Caribbean 
migration to the metropolis. The latter point is indeed relevant. Yet for bet-
ter or for worse, the interests among these Caribbean Dutch and the wider 
society they live in is hardly geared toward this kind of colonial economic 
history, in which human beings, and particularly the enslaved Africans who 
were pivotal in the whole undertaking, rarely figure. This is not to say that 
this discipline has no merits of its own; it certainly does. But this observa-
tion should serve as a caveat against basing claims for research grants on this 
political argument, as the editors seem to do.
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Volcano in Paradise: Death and Survival on the Caribbean Island of 
Montserrat. PHIL DAVISON. London: Methuen, 2003. xi + 320 pp. (Cloth        
£ 14.99)

BONHAM C. RICHARDSON
6120 East Territory Avenue
Tucson AZ 85750, U.S.A.
<lindabon2@hotmail.com>

It hardly seems possible that Montserrat’s recent volcanic eruptions began 
nearly a decade ago. Steam began venting from the Soufrière Hills in July, 
1995, with the first major eruption coming the following month. After subse-
quent eruptions, the capital town of Plymouth was evacuated early in 1996, 
and in 1997 most Montserratians were relocated to England and nearby 
islands. The resident human population has now fallen to roughly 3,000, 
compared with a pre-eruption populace of 11,000. Today, outside interest in 
Montserrat focuses on monitoring the volcano’s tremors, and several excel-
lent internet websites provide up-to-date pictures, chronologies, and descrip-
tions of the island’s volcanic activity; perhaps the best site1 is maintained by 
the Montserrat Volcano Observatory, an agency that coordinates the efforts of 
an international team of geophysicists under the authority of the government 
of Montserrat.

Volcano in Paradise is British correspondent Phil Davison’s account 
of events on Montserrat from mid-1995 until late 2002. The book is based 
mainly on his “interviews with islanders and others, eyewitness accounts, 
including my own, and government and scientific accounts” (p. xi). Davison 
is no ordinary journalist. He has covered natural disasters in Mexico and 
elsewhere, and he has been a war correspondent for over a decade in the 
Middle East, including the Gulf War in Kuwait. Davison was wounded while 
covering the recent conflict in Serbia, and he was awarded Britain’s Foreign 
Correspondent of the Year award in 1991. 

By way of introduction, Volcano in Paradise emphasizes Montserrat’s 
vulnerability to geophysical cataclysm by describing what the islanders went 
through when Hurricane Hugo hit them in 1989. An oddly placed chapter 
(“Furnaces of the Gods”) in the middle of the book provides a global over-
view of volcanoes in history, including those in the Caribbean. A few well-
chosen black-and-white photographs in the middle of the book depict the 
Montserrat landscape and important people in the story. Although the book 
mentions the dispute and mishandling of posteruption population relocation 

1. Montserrat Volcano Observatory: <http://www.mvo.ms>.
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efforts by the British government, it omits any real discussion of the resulting 
emigration to England or other places.

The book’s strength is its vivid description of Montserrat and the plight of 
its people amidst the volcanic eruptions. Davison effectively narrates events 
as seen through the eyes of his interviewees: locals, British administrators, and 
expatriates alike. His attention to the details of seemingly minor sights and 
sounds on the ground provide an authenticity that almost transports readers 
to the slopes of the Soufrière Hills during the mountain’s convulsions, while 
at the same time underscoring larger issues. By mid-1997, for example, the 
number of feral animals, notably stray dogs, on the island constituted such a 
problem and menace that “canine mercy flights” for homeless dogs to Florida 
were instigated by sympathetic American television viewers. These events 
were occurring in the midst of disputes over the relocation of Montserratian 
people, provoking a telling local response: “If you’re a dog, you get fed prop-
erly and taken to Florida ... But we’re human beings, and we’re black. No 
visas for us” (p. 200). The book’s descriptive highlight is of the pyroclastic 
volcanic flow of rock, ash, and superheated gases on June 25, 1997, which 
killed nineteen Montserratians while destroying several villages, a moving 
narrative that readers will not forget. 

The weakness of Volcano in Paradise is the absence of reference material 
of any kind. Acknowledgments and picture credits constitute the entirety of the 
book’s end material which has neither an index nor a bibliography. And while 
it may appear unfairly critical to judge a journalistic endeavor through aca-
demic eyes, one need only to refer to this book’s obvious competition, Polly 
Patullo’s Fire from the Mountain (2000). Patullo, also a journalist, has written 
a splendid account of the island’s eruption and its consequences, including an 
initial assessment of the relocation of Montserratians to the United Kingdom. 
Although Patullo’s prose is possibly less colorful than Davison’s, she includes 
a bibliography, glossary, and, at the front, an exceptionally useful chronology 
beginning with the first mountain rumblings in 1995. It is almost a necessity 
to have Pattullo’s chronology at hand while reading Davison’s book in order 
to avoid flipping back through earlier pages to keep track of the sequence and 
dates of various eruptions and their results.

Critical readers of Davison’s book will note annoyances that reduce their 
confidence in the regional perspective he brings to Volcano in Paradise. He 
correctly observes that the Montserrat eruption was surprising, yet the asser-
tion that in the 1990s “few thought to look at the islands of rum and reggae” 
(p. xi) for serious volcanic activity is obviously misleading. The reference 
to Montserrat as a “Crown Colony” perhaps bothers only historically ori-
ented purists. One wonders where Davison found that “possibly two million” 
people inhabited the Caribbean when Columbus arrived (p. 29). And when 
readers learn of “the rambling University of the West Indies in Trinidad, the 
biggest and best learning centre in the Caribbean, the ‘Oxbridge’ for students 
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throughout the region” (p. 56), eyebrows will be raised, not least from our 
colleagues at Mona and Cave Hill. 
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Just over a century ago, Mount Pelée in Martinique erupted, spewing a billow-
ing mass of hot ash and superheated steam in a pyroclastic surge on the city 
of St. Pierre, killing almost thirty thousand people while displacing another 
50,000. In The Last Days of St. Pierre, Ernest Zebrowski, Jr. tells the story of 
the volcanic eruption of May 8, 1902. In so doing, he highlights “the complex 
web of human commitment and folly that snared its victims, the passions and 
pains of those who survived, and the experiences of the contemporary scien-
tists and journalists who sifted through the aftermath” (p. vii). He does so in 
eighteen chapters (arranged primarily in chronological order of events) and 
an epilogue, using captains’ logbooks, reports written by engineers on ship-
ping vessels, contemporary eyewitness accounts, stories told by survivors, 
and stories that circulated after the disaster. These are supplemented by pho-
tographs depicting views of St. Pierre before and after the eruption, victims 
and survivors of the disaster, and scenes of destruction of churches and other 
institutions. Mindful of the pitfalls of oral data upon which the work relies 
extensively, Zebrowski adopts a critical approach to the evidence, but is ever 
conscious of the possibility of lack of authenticity of some accounts. There 
are no traditional citations in the body of the work, but a useful chapter-by-
chapter summary of source material appears in a note section at the end of 
the book. 
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Zebrowski’s creative reconstruction of the Mount Pelée eruption takes 
many divergent paths. In the early chapters of the book, he gives a histori-
cal overview of volcanic eruptions (in which he displays his knowledge of 
natural disasters), outlines the geography of the Lesser Antilles, and notes the 
volcanic origin of several of the islands within this chain. We learn of a his-
tory of minor volcanic eruptions on Mount Pelée, as in August 1851, when 
it expelled ash and generated mudflow. Likewise, the La Souffrière volcano 
on St. Vincent had similar rumblings in the eighteenth century (p. 14). To 
be sure, volcanoes are an old phenomenon in the Caribbean, and 1902 is 
unlikely to be Mount Pelée’s last deadly blow.

Could the enormous death toll have been avoided? Zebrowski dedicates 
a considerable part of his book to political events and maneuvers by French 
authorities in the months leading up to the eruption that hint at the answer. 
He shows that officials, though not callous, were largely concerned about 
maintaining the status quo, and opted for political expediency over the well-
being of Martiniquans. Zebrowski demonstrates that there were ample warn-
ing signs of a pending eruption. In a letter that Clara Prentiss, wife of the 
American Consul in St. Pierre, wrote to her sister in Massachusetts – for 
example, she mentioned that Martiniquans were wearing wet handkerchiefs 
over their faces to guard against sulphur fumes emitted from Mount Pelée 
(p. 49). In late April – a time when elections for the French Chamber of 
Deputies were taking place – Mount Pelée continued to emit intermittent 
puffs of vapor, covering St. Pierre with ashes. Indeed, letters to newspaper 
editors in St. Pierre complained about the smell of sulphur. With final bal-
loting set for Sunday, May 11, Governor Louis Mouttet, a young, ambitious 
Frenchman who held several postings in the French Colonial Service and 
considered Martinique a plum appointment, had to decide whether to pro-
ceed with the elections in the face of growing unease. Regarded as a racist by 
some, he paid close attention to the views of Andréus Hurard, an influential 
newspaper editor in St. Pierre, who knew that the Radical Socialists stood 
to gain from fears of an evacuation, and consequently pursued a strategy 
designed to “keep St. Pierre’s own voters in the city as long as possible” 
(p. 52). Mouttet too was against evacuation – a position that lead critics to 
accuse him of criminal negligence (p. 56). Although he informed the colonial 
ministry in Paris of an eruption that occurred about April 28, he requested no 
action (p. 57). In the ensuing days as ash continued to fall, Mouttet formed 
a commission of experts to advise him on safety. Some accused the com-
mission of doing the governor’s bidding. And Mayor Rodolphe Fouché’s 
anti-evacuation stance, backed by a well-orchestrated poster campaign assur-
ing people that they were safe in St. Pierre, must only have confirmed their 
accusations. As desperation set in and inhabitants began to move to Fort-de-
France and other areas, Mouttet dispatched the armed forces to prevent the 
evacuation of St. Pierre (p. 112). On May 5, after attending a meeting of a 
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scientific commission in St. Pierre, where an evaluation of the situation was 
made, Mouttet assured a crowd that “they had already seen the worst that 
could possibly happen” (pp. 119-20). On the morning of May 8, he left St. 
Pierre for Precheur, about twenty minutes before the eruption.

Readers will find Zebrowski’s detailed description of the manner in which 
victims died and the gruesome scenes of mass cremations revealing about 
natural disasters. But the search for and retrieval of the remains of a daughter 
by a father, Signor Paravicino, the Italian consul at Barbados, humanizes the 
book (p. 193). So does the story of a Martiniquan whose prison cell appar-
ently protected him from the volcano’s onslaught (pp. 187-92). 

Overall, Zebrowski’s story of the Mount Pelée disaster could have been 
told in far fewer pages, with tighter focus, and much less emphasis on French 
authorities and European personalities. After all, the thirty thousand or so 
people who lost their lives were primarily people of African descent, barely 
a half century out of another tragedy – slavery. 

Grenada: A History of Its People. BEVERLEY A. STEELE. Oxford: Macmillan 
Caribbean, 2003. xii + 444 pp. (Paper £ 17.95)
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Hamilton NY 13346, U.S.A.
<jmandle@mail.colgate.edu>

For more than thirty years Jamaican-born Beverley A. Steele has been the 
representative of the University of the West Indies in Grenada. This book 
is the product of both her affection for her adopted country and her indus-
triousness as a researcher. She writes that it is “primarily written for the 
people of Grenada who longed for an easy-to-read overview of the history 
of their island” (p. xii). To a great extent Steele has succeeded in achieving 
her objective. Though not as analytic as George Brizan’s Grenada: Island of 
Conflict, her book is a comprehensive narrative that extends from the indig-
enous settlement of the island around 2000 BC to the traumatic experiences 
Grenadians have endured since independence. 

Steele’s early chapters on Grenada’s Arawakan people and their destruc-
tion at the hands of Europeans are particularly vivid. She cites recent archeo-
logical studies that suggest the island was the recipient of numerous prehis-
toric migrations. When Europeans arrived, all of the indigenous people of the 
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region “bonded together for mutual protection” (p. 15), a collective effort of 
resistance that ultimately failed. In twenty years their numbers were reduced 
from an estimated one million to only 60,000, a demographic catastrophe 
that Steele characterizes as “genocide of the entire indigenous people of the 
Caribbean by the Europeans” (p. 47).

With the defeat of the Arawakan people, Grenada in 1674 came under 
French rule and became a slave colony. A 1753 census put the population 
at 13,432, almost 12,000 of whom were bonded. When Britain took over 
Grenada in 1763 (a result of its victory in the Seven Years War) a long period 
of conflict ensued between the new colonial power, intent on anglicizing the 
island, and the resident French planters who were determined to maintain their 
way of life, particularly their Catholic religion. A brief interregnum of French 
rule between 1779 and 1783, during the American war of Independence, was 
followed by more conflict when the British restored their governance. 

In Steele’s chronology, Grenada has experienced three revolutions – all 
unsuccessful. The first was led by Julien Fédon, the plantation-owning son of 
a free black mother and French father. His insurrection sought to end slavery, 
overthrow the British, and redeem the grievances of Grenada’s Roman 
Catholics. In many ways the chapter on the Fédon revolution is the highlight 
of Steele’s book. She provides a very detailed and clear account of the mili-
tary operations that occurred between the outbreak of hostilities in March 
1795 and the revolution’s defeat a year later. Of particular importance was 
the complicated relationship that existed between Fédon and his followers 
on the one hand and the contemporaneous French Revolution on the other. 
Though representatives of the latter initially provided assistance to Fédon, 
they could not bring him under their discipline. The consequence was a split 
in military operations that goes far to explain why this first Grenadian revo-
lution was defeated.

According to Steele, the next revolution to occur in Grenada was 150 years 
later with the arrival of Eric Gairy in the country. But of course momentous 
changes occurred in the meantime, most obviously the abolition of slavery 
and the development of Grenada’s peasantry. That Steele does not describe 
these events as revolutionary seems to reflect a conscious judgment. She 
writes that though Emancipation Day was greeted with jubilation by both 
slaves and freed colored people, “it would soon become evident that the law 
that ended slavery did not emancipate the slave” (p. 165). As late as the last 
quarter of the nineteenth century, Steele writes, “most Grenadians were not 
only very poor citizens in rural areas, but they were almost completely alien-
ated from the political arena in Grenada” (p. 219).

In accounting for the failure of emancipation to result in real freedom, 
Steele resurrects an explanation that places more blame on the local planter 
class than on the colonial power. She tends to depict the British as fair-
minded, adjudicating between a politically impotent population on one hand 
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and a grasping planter class on the other. This framework gives the British far 
too much credit. The problems it creates are evident in Steele’s explanation 
of Britain’s imposing a Crown Colony governing structure on Grenada in 
1877, an imposition that dismantled the assembly in which the local planter 
elite had possessed a political voice. This was done, she writes, because “the 
British government was uncomfortable with the situation where a small 
minority made laws for the majority.” Yet in her very next sentence Steele 
undermines the claim of benevolent colonialism when she writes, “Britain 
was also uncomfortable with the idea of placing the government into the 
hands of the rising educated coloured people” (p. 222). 

More innovative is Steele’s discussion of Eric Gairy. She is not blind to 
the oppression that characterized his rule, especially during the 1970s. But 
she pays respectful attention to his years as an effective union organizer, 
particularly with regard to the two-month general strike of 1951. She credits 
Gairy and his activities with moving Grenada’s labor relations from “a semi-
feudal symbiotic and paternalistic relationship between the worker and the 
plantation owner and/or manager to a modern one in which the worker was 
tied to the estate by negotiated contract” (p. 358). 

The third and final revolution of course was that associated with the 1979 
coup by the New Jewel Movement (NJM) and its allies. This event still is the 
subject of intense and emotional debate in Grenada, most recently concern-
ing the fate of the imprisoned perpetrators of the murders of Maurice Bishop 
and his followers. Steele is hostile to the NJM’s Marxism and to the oppres-
sion it inflicted on its opponents. She does, however, make a good faith effort 
at balancing her discussion, acknowledging the advances that were achieved 
by the Revo in the fields of education, housing, and health care. 

But it is to Gairy that she returns at the end. It was his funeral in 1997 that 
was the “End of the Beginning” of Grenada’s history, a history that she hopes 
will be the prologue to its ultimate achievement of “true independence” (p. 
425). If this is indeed to be Grenada’s future, Steele’s book will have made an 
important contribution, for she has revealed to its people the obstacles they 
have confronted in the past.
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Students of the Caribbean can be said to fall into two fundamental categories: 
on the one hand, those for whom the region is a unique and precious crossroads 
of history, demography, and culture, and on the other, those for whom the region 
is not a one-of-a-kind exception to the broader world scene, but rather a useful 
microcosm of it. Most specialists on the Caribbean, if asked, would probably 
self-identify with the “sui generis” school. The remaining scholars would not 
dispute the unique features of the area. They would, however, contend that the 
region – home to small, insular, relatively powerless states, whose claim on the 
interests of more powerful world actors varies greatly over time – is most valu-
ably understood as an historical stage on which those actors play. 

The two volumes under review here offer examples of the latter persua-
sion. Mass Media and Foreign Policy, to which Walter Soderlund contributes 
not only his editing talents but also all or part of all nine chapters, attempts 
to unify some of his earlier, smaller research projects into a coherent whole. 
It does so by posing a central question: how did the post-1991 American 
media interpret and present various Caribbean crises of the 1990s? This 
question lies at the intersection of two other issues acknowledged by the 
author-editor. The first is the then-emerging post-cold-war worldview of U.S. 
foreign policy, after the death of the Soviet-Communist threat. The second is 
the manner in which U.S. television news analyzed and reported that evolv-
ing worldview as it applied, or failed to apply, to a given crisis. In seven 
case studies touching four areas of the circum-Caribbean, Soderlund seeks to 
answer his question in a way that adequately addresses both issues.

Soderlund succeeds in ways that audiences in political science and espe-
cially journalism departments will probably find useful, but his efforts will 
be less satisfying to those in the fields of historical and cultural studies. Each 
case study opens with a capsule history of the crisis in question. This is fol-
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lowed by analysis of the news coverage of that crisis on the three major 
American television networks. The analysis examines the “coding” of vari-
ous actors and features of the crisis as positive or negative, as well as the 
sources and interpretive “frames” employed by the networks. Finally, the 
author(s) draw conclusions about the crisis and the U.S. role therein, media 
coverage of both, and the relationship in each case of the latter to the former 
two elements. The roster of case studies includes a chapter on the failed 
Jamaat-al-Muslimeen coup in Trinidad and Tobago; another on the Zapatista 
rebellion in Mexico; two chapters on Cuba; and three chapters on Haiti. 
Political scientists who study these areas will value the light shed on the role 
of U.S. media in shaping “outsider” reception of and responses to each crisis, 
and media specialists will appreciate the discrete data Soderlund et al. have 
gleaned from extensive use of the Vanderbilt TV News Archive.

These worthy contributions aside, Mass Media and Foreign Policy fails 
in one key respect. Even as it addresses large and important questions, it falls 
short of making a compelling case for studying them in the Caribbean labora-
tory. Soderlund acknowledges as much on the first page of his introduction, 
noting correctly that except for Cuba, the region “was never a major venue 
of U.S.-U.S.S.R. confrontation,” even though U.S. policymakers during the 
cold war were almost paranoiacally attuned to Communist currents there. 
Soderlund suggests that the Caribbean’s place as what one might call a “non-
cold-war” region makes it ideal for the study of a post-cold-war paradigm. 
But historians at least might be likely to draw the opposite conclusion. If the 
superpower conflict really did touch the area so lightly, is it a sufficiently rep-
resentative place for discerning the contours of the postconflict world? The 
question weighs especially heavily given a contemporary alternative. The 
Persian Gulf War not only was explicitly said to flesh out the post-cold-war 
“New World Order”; it also – of special interest to students of mass media 
– saw the arrival of CNN on the world stage. Soderlund’s research focus and 
method, on the Caribbean and network-TV news respectively, leads him to 
take a different approach, one that may reward area specialists but will, alas, 
only tantalize those seeking answers commensurate in scope with the larger 
questions he asks.

In Bitter Rehearsal, Charlie Whitham finds a better match, although one 
that carries a cost of its own. Whitham offers an impressively researched 
study of an overlooked topic: World War II-era Anglo-American cooperation 
– and competition – in the British West Indies. Scholars have known, at least 
since William Roger Louis’s magisterial Imperialism at Bay three decades 
ago, of British and American officials’ awareness of this arena as a kind of 
policy proving-ground. Joint U.S.-U.K. efforts there, most importantly the 
Anglo-American Caribbean Commission (AACC) and its offshoots such as 
the West Indian Conferences, were seen at the time as models for postwar 
collaboration, colonial reform, and potential cooperation in matters of eco-
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nomic development. This volume fills out a picture to which other scholars, 
notably Howard Johnson and Cary Fraser, have previously contributed, and 
it adds enough depth and breadth to make for a much fuller portrait than had 
been available.

Whitham argues that wartime Anglo-American collaboration in the 
Caribbean – forced by events, hindered by interests, and shaped as much by 
clashes as by concord – presented a microcosm of the postwar intra-alliance 
clash soon to come. The internal menace to the stability of the then so-called 
“American Lake” took violent form in the latter half of the 1930s, when labor 
unrest erupted repeatedly in the West Indian colonies. Almost before that 
smoke had cleared, the external menace of the Axis further complicated the 
picture. These added up to a compelling security threat to American interests, 
one made especially acute by the inability of Britain – technically responsible 
but practically preoccupied elsewhere – to solve it. The machinery created 
to address the threat obscured as much as it revealed. On the surface, joint 
projects such as the AACC bespoke a shared Anglo-American concern with 
Caribbean reform. Behind the facade, though, conflicting visions of the pace 
and extent of those goals left the two parties more adversaries than allies. 
Moreover, Whitham contends that underlying the American vision was the 
drive to reconstruct the regional economy along advantageous, free-trade, 
dollar-centric lines. This not only neatly corresponded with American inter-
ests, business and otherwise, but also sketched in miniature the U.S. design 
for the postwar world economy.

Whitham makes much of this commercial impetus of American efforts, 
and for the most part deservedly so. However, in the final reading this also 
serves to highlight the cost of his approach. He hits the mark regarding the 
importance American officials placed on economic reform, and their differ-
ences with the British on such topics as the sugar question, industrial mod-
ernization, and U.S. access to West Indian markets and resources. But he 
misses two important dimensions of this American focus. First, the specific 
kinds of reform U.S. officials sought were indeed economic in nature, but not 
only economic in nature. Battles for concessions in West Indian aviation and 
mineral development, for example, also spoke directly to American security 
concerns, not to mere commercial ones alone. Second, Whitham overlooks 
the extent to which this U.S. prescription harmonized with the expressed 
interest of West Indians themselves. Popular colonial labor leaders, to men-
tion just one important group, had no desire to be dominated by American 
capital. It is fair to say, though, that they had even less desire to continue 
being dominated by an archaic, mercantilist, monocultural economy. They 
called for development, opportunity, and investment, and recognized the 
United States as the most likely source for all of the above.

This points to an irony at the core of Whitham’s success: he misses the 
extent to which official-U.S. and native West Indian interests in reform coin-

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:15:33PM
via free access



 New West Indian Guide / Nieuwe West-Indische Gids vol. 79 no. 1 & 2 (2005)152

cided. In large part this is due to the almost-total absence of contemporary 
West Indian sources, voices, and perspectives in the book. Research in the 
documents of interwar and wartime Harlem, for example – to say nothing 
of digging into Caribbean archives – would have revealed West Indian and 
African American suspicion of U.S. designs, but also that in many cases their 
suggestions for specific reforms echoed Washington’s fairly cleanly. In fair-
ness to Whitham, the Anglo-American struggle for advantage – not the West 
Indian one for reform – is his central concern. In accomplishing this mission, 
he does a great service to scholars of the original “special relationship,” of 
empire, and of the postwar more generally. It is difficult to envision a more 
thorough account of the AACC and its handmaidens. Yet within it, the West 
Indies themselves figure as little more than a chessboard. Students of the 
region will thus have to wait a bit longer for a fully “international history” of 
the profound changes in the wartime Caribbean. When that book is written, 
though, Whitham’s Bitter Rehearsal will be essential to understanding the 
contemporary Anglo-American feud in and over the regional crucible.

Creole Transformation from Slavery to Freedom: Historical Archaeology of 
the East End Community, St. John, Virgin Islands. DOUGLAS V. ARMSTRONG. 
Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2003. xviii + 385 pp. (Cloth US$ 
59.95)

KAREN FOG OLWIG
Institute of Anthropology
University of Copenhagen
1220 Copenhagen K, Denmark
<karen.fog.olwig@anthro.ku.dk>

Reviewing this book gave me a welcome opportunity to “re-visit” St. John, 
where I did my doctoral research in 1985 and a brief follow-up twenty years 
later (Olwig 1985, 1994). It confirmed my view that communities that devel-
oped in the periphery of West Indian plantation societies offer rich sites for 
investigating important sociocultural processes in the transition from slavery 
to freedom in the Caribbean. 

Armstrong describes how the East End area of the island of St. John was 
settled in the 1750s by whites of modest means who were forced to leave the 
British Virgin Islands owing to the islands’ transition to a sugar-plantation-
based economy. In dry East End, marginally suited for plantation agriculture, 
they established small-scale plantation cultivation on a large tract of land 
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they held in common, using the few slaves they owned. During the early 
decades of the nineteenth century, well before the abolition of slavery in 
1848, this settlement developed into a colored community consisting of the 
descendants of the early white planters and the black enslaved population, 
who made a living on fishing, sailing, and cottage industry, supplemented 
with subsistence farming. In the early twentieth century the East End com-
munity declined rapidly, as increasing numbers moved away for better social 
and economic opportunities, and by the end of the twentieth century, when 
Armstrong did his study, it had all but disappeared.

On the basis of careful investigation of several household sites in East 
End, combined with archival research, Armstrong shows how the early plan-
tation society was characterized by separate living quarters for white planters 
and black slaves, although the differences between them in terms of mate-
rial affluence and cultural orientation were much less marked than on the 
larger Caribbean sugar plantations. He further documents how the social, 
economic, and ethnic boundaries between the population segments gradually 
disappeared as the settlement gave up slave-based plantation cultivation and 
became oriented toward the sea. In the maritime community the most impor-
tant division was along gender lines. The women maintained the home base 
in East End, caring for the family, gardening, sewing (later basket weaving), 
and teaching at the local school, while the men pursued income-generating 
activities offshore through fishing and sailing. 

This East End community, Armstrong maintains, was characterized by 
“a networked multifocal social structure” (p. 300) involving a multitude of 
socioeconomic exchanges that created a dense weave of ties between indi-
viduals, households, and families within East End and new relations in the 
various places where East Enders traveled. The concept of “networked multi-
focality,” though intriguing, remains somewhat elusive. Armstrong operates 
with several different notions of multifocality, including “networked multifo-
cal social structure” (pp. 14, 300), “multifocal household(s)” (p. 14), “multi-
focal form of household” (p. 317), “multifocal web of support” (p. 280), and 
“networked multifocal family structure” (p. 317). He contrasts “the multi-
focal network” with “the matrifocal family frequently used to characterize 
St. John and throughout the Caribbean (Olwig 1985; Smith 1956, 1996)” 
(p. 317), but the distinctions between the two forms of focality, as used in 
Armstrong’s analysis, remain unclear. A more thorough grounding of the 
analysis in (Caribbean) family and kinship studies, might have generated 
a clearer understanding of the nature of “multifocality” in the social struc-
ture of the East End community and how it improves our understanding of 
Caribbean family structure. 

Armstrong is keen to depict East End as a community that managed to 
overcome the boundaries between black and white, and planter and slave, and 
successfully adopted a “maritime way of life [that] was based upon skill and 
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knowledge and was less bound to racial or ethnic differentiation than labor-
intensive plantation settings” (p. 167). He writes little about the conflicts that 
this accomplishment may have entailed, perhaps because the nature of the 
data that he examined did not allow him to explore this aspect of sociocul-
tural processes in East End. He effectively uses the probate records concern-
ing the dividing of William and Catherine Ann Ashton’s Estate in 1831-32 
to document how, in the course of three generations, a white slave-owning 
planter family was transformed into a racially mixed family engaged in small 
farming and sailing, as the colored children that white William Ashton fathered 
with slave women were freed and given a portion of the family estate, and as 
William and Catherine’s son John Ashton married and had children with a free 
colored woman (p. 342). Police records that I examined in my research on St. 
John indicate, however, that this transition was fraught with conflicts that were 
especially hard on women. An 1826 court case reveals the problems that were 
caused when Eliza Ashton (William and Catherine Ashton’s daughter and John 
Ashton’s sister) became pregnant by a family slave named John. Eliza first 
attempted, unsuccessfully, to induce an abortion by drinking a brew made out 
of  “Square Whit” and then claimed that the baby was stillborn, and her mother 
demanded that she throw it into the bush. The Danish government sentenced 
Eliza to forfeit her property and to life in an institution for immoral women, 
Catherine to two months’ jail, and John, the slave father, to 150 lashes at the 
whipping post and sale away from the island. Apparently Eliza did not suffer 
the severe punishment that the Danish authorities meted out to her, because the 
probate records examined by Armstrong show that she was living in East End 
when her mother died five years later, and entitled to her share of the inheri-
tance. However, the slave John had been “sold according to the government’s 
orders” (p. 331). This case raises interesting questions concerning not just the 
relationship between this community and the wider Danish West Indian soci-
ety, but also the nature of gender relations within the community. 

Armstrong interprets the strict division of labor in nineteenth-century East 
End, where women’s lives revolved around the home, as “an expression of 
personal freedom, liberating them to be in and about their homes and to pro-
vide for their families, a choice that was not an option for many women else-
where on the island” (p. 288). One wonders how he can be so sure of this. And 
why he is so quick to dismiss Raymond Smith’s suggestion, noted briefly on 
page 288, that women’s increasing domesticity in postemancipation society 
may reflect elements of subordination and control as well as choice. 

While the social relations of the East End community may have been 
rather more complex and contradictory than Armstrong allows for, the study 
nevertheless offers a careful and much needed study of a marginal commu-
nity that played a central role in the sociocultural transition of Caribbean 
societies from slavery to freedom.
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Een koloniaal drama provides the historical background to an incident that 
occurred in March 1961, just as Thoden van Velzen and W. van Wetering were 
about to begin fieldwork among the Ndyuka Maroons along the Tapanahoni 
River in Suriname. The researchers were ready to go off to the field site, 
but had to stay in town due to social unrest caused by a hunting accident. 
The victim was the son of Kanape, a prominent Ndyuka who was suspected 
of being a witch. The accusation was related to a power struggle between 
Kanape and the paramount chief, Gaanman Akontu Velanti. This struggle 
was stirred up by the third major party in this story: the representative of the 
colony, Postholder W.F. van Lier. Van Lier, Kanape, and Akontu Velanti were 
involved in a complex political game. The case illustrates the impact of local 
events that took place more than forty years before.

The core of the book is an analysis of materials from archives in The 
Hague, Paramaribo, and Paris related to a strike by boatmen (bagasimen) 
who were engaged in river transport between the coastal town of Albina and 
the goldfields of the interior along the Lawa River in 1921. The strike, which 
lasted for about four months, damaged French/Dutch relations and caused 
deep cleavages within Ndyuka society.
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At the end of the nineteenth century, gold had been discovered in the 
interior of French Guiana, and goldmining became a booming industry along 
the Lawa, the river that divided French and Dutch territory. Creoles from 
various Caribbean islands and from coastal Suriname found employment as 
gold miners in the placers and Maroons played an important role as freight 
carriers. Not only Ndyukas, but also Maroons from other groups, found work 
supplying thousands of men on the gold placers with food and other essen-
tials. The strike took place after the devaluation of the French franc and sharp 
increases in the price of goods in the shops of Albina, hitting the laborers 
who were cut off from the outside world and had to survive by using their 
own provisions combined with hunting and fishing.

Thoden van Velzen, who has maintained an interest in Ndyuka culture 
and society for over four decades, focuses in this book on a period of social 
tension that lasted about four months, when Ndyuka and Aluku boatmen 
were on strike. His approach is a fine example of the extended case method 
or microhistorical approach. The text provides information on the situation 
before the strike broke out, details all the intrigues during the strike, and 
highlights the roles of the players in this political game. The final chapters 
analyze the consequences of the conflict between boatmen and the colonial 
government. Thoden van Velzen highlights three players in this colonial 
drama. The first is W.F. van Lier, the postholder stationed among the Ndyuka 
who was appointed on instigation of the Surinamese governor, G. Staal. 
Postholders were originally appointed after the peace treaties to keep an eye 
on the pacified Maroons. Van Lier was known in Suriname as an expert on 
the Ndyuka. His lectures and articles in the newspaper De Surinamer about 
the Ndyuka of the upper Marowijne River caught the government’s atten-
tion, and his proposal for the development of the Ndyuka, which endorsed 
a renewal of the institution of postholder, was well received by the officials. 
In light of the new ethical politics the plan was welcomed by Staal, who 
decided that Van Lier was the best candidate for this position. In 1920 Van 
Lier took up residence in the Ndyuka area along the Tapanahoni.

The second player was Van Lier’s opponent Amaketi, who had been 
appointed paramount chief of the Ndyuka in 1916. In contrast to his pre-
decessor Oseyse, who had been cooperative with the government, Amaketi 
belonged to a more conservative contingent of Ndyukas who wanted to 
defend their more or less autonomous status. The third person was the great 
priest Kanape, who played a major role. The former Gaanman Oseyse had 
combined the roles of religious and political leader. After his death Kanape 
succeeded him as the great priest of the Gaantata cult. Van Lier considered 
Kanape a personal friend and the ideal person to function as a broker between 
the government and Ndyuka society. On various occasions he promoted his 
friend, sometimes by humiliating his opponent Gaanman Akontu Velanti. 
The consequences of these conflicts lasted many years. When Thoden van 
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Velzen questioned Ndyuka elders in the early 1960s about Van Lier, he was 
urged to stop the interrogations by Chief Akontu Velanti.

Although the book is largely based on evidence from the archives, first-
hand knowledge of Ndyuka society provides an important foundation for this 
exercise in close reading. The book is a product of the interplay between eth-
nographic data and documentary evidence. The discovery of hidden motives 
reveals a new perspective on the role played by Van Lier, and complements 
and corrects earlier work by Silvia de Groot. Reading the book one may 
wonder about the situation of the gold seekers, the victims of the conflict, 
caught up in the interior trying to survive on wild game and other products 
of the forest. Little attention is given to the situation of the gold seekers who 
had to remain in the jungle. Did they stay there as victims of the strike and 
how did they react when the strike was over? The book is a welcome contri-
bution to the history of the interior of Suriname. I recommend this book to 
those interested in the history of Suriname, Maroon societies, colonial policy, 
and social movements. The documents used for this publication can be con-
sulted at <http://fss.uu.nl/ca/bss.htm/>.
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Admiral Lord Horatio Nelson is the most famous officer in British naval his-
tory and the most successful fleet commander during the age of sail. Where 
and when did Nelson develop the character and courage that transformed 
him into one of Britain’s most enduring national heroes? Admiral Joseph 
F. Callo, USNR (ret.), thinks the answer can be found in Nelson’s 1784-87 
Caribbean assignment as commander of HMS Boreas. “During those three 
years,” Callo asserts, “some of the most interesting and critical aspects of 
Nelson’s character, qualities that were to carry him to his position as a shaper 
of history, came to the fore and were reinforced” (p. 14). Callo relentlessly 
pursues this theme throughout the book. Virtually all of Nelson’s experiences 
in this period – his enforcement of the Navigation Acts, his strained interac-
tions with superior officers and naval administrators, and his relationships 
with women – are presented as foreshadowing his future greatness.
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Hindsight can be a historian’s greatest liability. In this case, knowing 
Nelson’s future status as a great admiral weakens Callo’s analysis. He tries to 
demonstrate that Nelson’s undistinguished service in the peacetime Caribbean 
molded him into the hero of Aboukir Bay and Trafalgar. Callo believes Nelson 
was not merely commanding a frigate in the West Indies; he was getting ready 
to influence the world. “As he strode the quarterdeck of Boreas, Nelson was 
doing more than pursuing his career; he was preparing to shape history” (p. 
18). Such a focus on the future distorts this period in Nelson’s life. It also 
forces Callo to make some rather tenuous comparisons.

Callo’s major interpretive problem is that Nelson’s Caribbean tour occurred 
during peacetime. Nelson’s place in history resulted from his phenomenal 
success in battle. Decisive fleet engagements were rare during the age of sail 
before the 1790s, but Nelson’s aggressive and revolutionary tactics won smash-
ing victories in such battles as the Nile and Trafalgar. Nelson demonstrated 
extraordinary courage and leadership and accepted great risks in these and 
other engagements. Since there were no enemies to fight in 1784-87, how did 
Caribbean service nurture Nelson’s command and control capabilities? Callo’s 
answer is that Nelson’s experiences enforcing the Navigation Acts and his sub-
sequent legal disputes fostered the development of his combat strategies: 

Nelson applied elements of his future combat doctrine to his legal con-
flict with the civilian officials and plantation owners. He began seizing the 
initiative; then he fought aggressively to the finish. And that developing 
Nelsonian doctrine served him just as well in the legal arena in the West 
Indies as it did in later combat situations in the Mediterranean, Baltic, and 
Atlantic. ... He evaluated circumstances, weighed options, and thorough-
ly prepared for the moments of truth, whether in combat at sea off Cape 
Trafalgar or in combat in a West Indies court of law. (pp. 93, 192-93)

Surely, this is a dubious comparison. Seizing American merchantmen did 
not require the same courage and determination as splitting the French and 
Spanish line at Trafalgar. The formation of the “Band of Brothers” is not 
likely to have resulted from this West Indian experience, as Callo suggests 
on page 192. Arguing a legal case in a West Indian court required prepara-
tion and risk (and legal knowledge), but courtroom success required different 
skills from commanding a fleet in battle. Lord Chief Justice Mansfield and 
John Adams were two of the best lawyers in Britain and America in the late 
eighteenth century; would they have made successful admirals?

Callo is on safer ground in seeing this period as especially formative for 
another important aspect of Nelson’s life, his failed marriage and his relation-
ships with women. Nelson was awkward with women and seemingly fell in 
love with alarming frequency. He met, courted, and married Frances (Fanny) 
Herbert Nisbet in Nevis during this tour of duty. Callo suggests that the mar-
riage had only a modest chance from the start. The couple had little in common. 
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More importantly, Nelson placed his naval career above all other interests, 
including his relationship with Fanny. Callo criticizes Fanny for not providing 
the enormous psychological support that Nelson required and for being overly 
concerned about the family’s financial position, a subject that worried Nelson 
as well. Callo is convincing when he states that the marriage is likely to have 
been doomed even before Lady Emma Hamilton entered Nelson’s life, though 
he is uncertain who bears more responsibility for this failure.

Callo concludes his study by searching for “timeless truths” (p. 191) 
embedded in Nelson’s life. As a retired admiral, he emphasizes the concerns 
of the American military. Today’s armed forces are preoccupied with “politi-
cal correctness” (p. 192), which limits their willingness “to take risks to carry 
out their missions” (p. 192). They need to be more like Nelson and seize the 
initiative and accept risk. Nelson faced a shortage of naval assets to succeed 
in his West Indian service, and Callo laments that today’s U.S. Navy faces 
the same problem. Callo is probably correct about the enduring truth of naval 
commanders believing they lack sufficient ships, personnel, and equipment. 
The first admiral in ancient history probably complained that his government 
needed to increase the naval budget!

Although Callo’s hindsight is a serious weakness, this book will undoubt-
edly appeal to the legions of readers intrigued by the age of fighting sail. 
Caribbean scholars will find less of interest, however, as the author provides 
only basic background information concerning the Caribbean’s key role in 
eighteenth-century European imperialism. The Naval Institute Press is to be 
congratulated for the book’s handsome appearance. The many illustrations 
complement the text.

The Puerto Rican Nation on the Move: Identities on the Island and in the 
United States. JORGE DUANY. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina 
Press, 2002. 341 pp. (Paper US$ 15.95)

JUAN FLORES
Department of Black and Puerto Rican Studies
Hunter College, CUNY
New York NY 10021, U.S.A.
<jflores@igc.org>

This new book by Jorge Duany marks a significant contribution to Puerto 
Rican cultural and historical studies by bringing together, in an admirably 
coherent articulation, many of the changing conceptions of Puerto Rican 
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identity as they have been brewing with increasing boldness over the course 
of several decades. In so doing, he leads us toward a deeper and more nuanced 
understanding of the “nation” and the historical workings of colonialism. 
Duany has long excelled as a master of synthesis and intellectual stock-tak-
ing, which has meant that his writings go well beyond repetition and sum-
mary and include, very importantly, an effort to draw out the implications of 
new positions, and then raise the stakes.

Duany’s emphasis, in addition to signaling the internal cleavages within 
the nation along the lines of class, race, gender, age, and other factors, is on 
the impact of transnationalism, that is, the territorial and cultural division of 
the Puerto Rican people, and thus the formation and characteristics of the 
diaspora living in the United States. To his immense credit, he has taken the 
implications of this geographical and cultural division more seriously than 
any Island-based, or Island-formed, thinker to date. In this respect he joins 
important predecessors like Bernardo Vega, César Andreu Iglesias, José Luis 
González, Pedro Juan Soto, and significantly in more recent years, Arcadio 
Díaz-Quiñones, whose La memoria rota (1993) singles out inattention to the 
diaspora as the most glaring lapse in the prevailing conception of the national 
history.

While charting in substantive chapters the intricate cultural and political 
intersections between the United States and Puerto Rico since the beginning 
of the twentieth century, The Puerto Rican Nation on the Move focuses on the 
shifts in Puerto Rican identity in light of the migration and diaspora experi-
ence. Rather than treating that experience as a mere extension of Island reali-
ties, Duany views the diaspora, despite important continuities and re-con-
nections to the Island, as a markedly different location, as a distinctive social 
context with its own historical dynamic and perspective. Rather than result-
ing in a tragic sense of loss or existential quandary, as most previous inter-
pretations present the emigration, the diaspora experience has also involved, 
in important ways, an expansion and enrichment of Puerto Rican cultural 
and political perspectives. One might add to Duany’s account of the growth 
and increasing autonomy of the emigrant communities the understanding 
that what makes the Puerto Rican reality de allá different is the result of 
an altered sociocultural context, meaning significantly the constant interac-
tion with other nationalities. For in social experience, the “transnational” and 
“hybrid” nature of the Puerto Rican diaspora results from an engagement 
with U.S. society, not as a monolith but as a complex and vibrant relation 
among cultural groups, such as, in longstanding Puerto Rican experience, 
African Americans, Italian Americans and other Latino communities. It is 
perhaps this reality which accounts for the change, noted by Duany, in the 
concept of race and blackness among U.S. Puerto Ricans as contrasted with 
traditional views on the Island.
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Most commendable about Duany’s analysis is that he portrays not so 
much a bipolar, dual national location, but above all geographical move-
ment, circular migration, ongoing transnational interaction, what he refers to 
as el vaivén – the nation “on the move.” He takes the well-known story by 
Luis Rafael Sánchez, “La guagua aérea,” as emblematic of this state of flux, 
this nomadic, on-the-move condition. Here again it is possible to raise the 
stakes further on Duany’s account, for in viewing this vaivén he follows the 
usual tendency of emphasizing those cultural traditions and practices from 
the Island that are maintained or continued or reproduced in the diaspora 
– flags, rituals, the jueyes1 on the airbus, the whole array of symbolic bag-
gage from the national culture. However, of equal importance if it is really 
a back-and-forth, two-directional circulation, are those cultural experiences 
and values that go in the other direction, from the diaspora to the Island 
– return migration not just of people but of cultural values, and its impact on 
the Island. For it is clear that what gets “sent back,” what might be termed the 
“cultural remittances,” is not just the dominant or mainstream U.S. culture; 
rather, diaspora identities and cultures also contain subaltern, oppositional 
qualities, especially as regards such issues as race and gender and poverty 
and authority, which are therefore often challenging, and unsettling, to the 
traditional Island concept of the national culture.

In addition to its probing chapters on earlier instances of cultural repre-
sentation in anthropological fieldwork, photography, and institutional cultural 
policy, The Puerto Rican Nation on the Move thus raises key and very con-
temporary questions about the complexity of national cultures under global-
ization, and the symptomatic disconnection between political and cultural 
nationalism in our time. In his portrayal of the intensely translocal nature of 
today’s Puerto Rican reality, he has established definitively that our response 
to that nagging old question ¿qué somos y cómo somos? must necessarily 
address still another, inescapable question: ¿dónde estamos y hacia dónde 
vamos? In this new book Duany shows himself once again to serve as a reli-
able guide through the thickets of these dense and thorny definitional issues.
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1. Land crabs, used in a delicious stew and other “typical” dishes, have a symbolic 
importance for down-home cooking.
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On March 3, 2003, hundreds of people (mostly Puerto Rican and of every hue) 
crowded into the performance space of the Julia de Burgos cultural center in El 
Barrio to sing the praises of a book in which they – mostly young, black and 
Latino men and women – could see themselves reflected in a positive, yet lov-
ingly critical, light. The book party for New York Ricans in the Hip Hop Zone 
made evident Rivera’s success in affirming the cultural values and achieve-
ments of young Puerto Ricans who have not only grown up in the age of hip-
hop but were among its primary builders, architects, and creative visionaries. 
The enthusiastic turnout says a great deal about her skills as a researcher even 
as she exposed ways in which New York Puerto Rican hip-hop artists have 
been complicit with familiar problems of race, sex, and class discrimination. 

Scholarly literature on the lives of Puerto Rican youth in New York City 
has not been widely available. In 1995, Philippe Bourgois published a hair-
raising monograph on Puerto Rican involvement in crack cocaine trade in 
East Harlem and made nary a mention of cultural creativity as a source of 
meaning and renewal. Rivera’s book about struggling hip-hop artists makes 
a powerful complement and counterpoint to Bourgois’s work by foreground-
ing what these artists have done to turn the depressing lumps of coal in their 
socioeconomic conditions into diamonds of creativity.

On the music literature, there has emerged an ever-expanding corpus on 
hip-hop since 1995, most of it with “black only” assumptions about its ori-
gins. Very little of the scholarly literature has paid any sustained attention to 
the variety of ethnic groups present in the core of the hip-hop zone from its 
inception. Exceptions include groundbreaking works by Nancy Guevara and 
Juan Flores (see Perkins 1996), upon which Rivera has built her analysis. 
Flores, for instance, provided a distinguished prelude (2000) to Rivera’s work, 
which follows and extends his argument that the urban Puerto Rican experi-
ence on the Island and in the diaspora ranges from bomba (the oldest) to hip-
hop (the newest) as valid expressions of Puerto Rican cultural identity. Rivera 
traces the formation of an emergent authenticity: hip-hop is not an alien impo-
sition (artifact of American cultural imperialism), but rather part of, and an 
extension of, Puerto Rican cultural experience, and should be acknowledged 
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and embraced as such (p. 184). This book fills a void in the literature on the 
Latino, specifically Puerto Rican, presence in the core of hip-hop culture, the 
matrix of the South Bronx, as well as Puerto Rican neighborhoods throughout 
New York City, such as East Harlem, Bushwick, and Bed-Stuy. 

The main argument and focus of the book concerns the multicultural ori-
gins of hip-hop, especially the role of Puerto Ricans as active creators of 
hip-hop cultures and not just consumers, tag-alongs, or wannabes. Rivera 
shows how the music industry tends to label art forms as black or white, 
and she discusses the consequences of identifying hip-hop as an exclusively 
African-American product. Rivera recounts how English-dominant Puerto 
Rican rappers have defied the racial binary and have resisted being ghet-
toized in the marketplace by finding locally acceptable ways to affirm their 
roots without “pimping” their ethnic identity. In the introductory chapters, 
she describes how African Americans and Puerto Ricans in New York City 
have come to live side by side over several generations, playing together as 
kids, going to school together, socializing and intermarrying. Hip-hop cul-
ture – encompassing, but not limited to the activities of rapping, deejaying, 
breakdancing, and writing graffiti – was what kids in the City did for fun and 
self-expression, synonymous with “playing outside” (p. 1).

Part One, “A Historical Narrative” looks at the history of Puerto Ricans in 
hip-hop. What is most valuable and insightful in this section is the way Rivera 
traces the history of the tension-filled, yet mutually beneficial, “alliance of 
survival” (pp. 25-27; quoting Andres Torres) between African Americans and 
Puerto Ricans and identifies the forces that brought them together – a com-
mon experience of economic and social marginalization. Rivera locates the 
Puerto Rican presence in hip-hop in a cultural historical context of migration 
and diaspora, and traces the living roots of Puerto Rican cultural creativity to 
centuries-old traditions of music, dance, and wordplay. Moreover, she locates 
Puerto Ricans in hip-hop’s core within the context of an African diaspora 
with many strands leading to New York from virtually every corner of the 
Caribbean and in connection to both West African and African American cul-
tures. This section could have been enriched by a more historically informed 
discussion of the pioneers of black/Puerto Rican dialogue, such as writer Luis 
Pales-Matos, archivist Arturo Schomburg, and musician Willie Bobo.

In Part Two, “Topics at the Turn of the Century,” Rivera provides a his-
torical grounding for the cultural-textual analysis of hip-hop and looks at 
the rise of Latin/a icons (real and imagined) in the hip-hop zone, including 
tropes such as the Latin mami fetish (imagined as a “butta pecan” flavor) and 
her local counterpart, the morena or sista (imagined as “chocolate” flavor). 
She looks closely at how these icons are configured, performing a thorough 
textual analysis of rap lyrics, video imagery, and the testimonials of hip-hop 
enthusiasts. She also discusses the “Latin boom” in popular music (led by 
newly minted superstars such as Ricky Martin, Jennifer Lopez, and Marc 
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Anthony) in relation to what has been going on with music that is popular 
among Puerto Rican youth in New York City (pp. 116-19). She describes the 
alienation involved in commercialization and the resistance by some, includ-
ing women rappers such as Gloria “Hurricane Gee” Rodriguez and Caridad 
“La Bruja” de la Luz, who refuse to bow to media stereotypes in order to 
make money. Rivera has well documented the reluctance among the elites 
to acknowledge and accept the extent of Puerto Rican participation in hip-
hop culture in controversies over the proposal to name a street in the Bronx 
after Christopher “Big Pun” Rios (pp. 178-84), and the sexual assaults at the 
Puerto Rican parade in 2000 (pp. 182-84), an unfortunate event that fed into 
stereotypes about the malevolent influence of hip-hop, especially involving 
the degradation of women in rap lyrics and video imagery.

Over a seven-year period (1994-2001), Rivera conducted more than fifty 
interviews of Puerto Rican hip-hop artists and activists, which were originally 
published in local hip-hop magazines and community newspapers. While 
commercially successful artists such as Fat Joe and the late Big Pun have 
received considerable media attention, Rivera also interviewed lesser-known 
artists, such as La Bruja and Hurricane Gee, who are arguably just as vital to 
the scene, but have not received wide recognition. Yet Rivera goes beyond 
giving voice to her informants; she is not simply a third-person observer 
holding up a bullhorn. She is clearly writing from the standpoint of a hip-
hop community, or as she prefers, a “zone,” i.e. nimbly navigating cultural 
intersections where many people from the African diaspora meet (building 
on Paul Gilroy’s notion of the “black Atlantic”). Even though her primary 
voice is not that of a full participant in hip-hop art forms, she overtly places 
herself in the text as a light-skinned Latina hip-hop enthusiast.

Rivera opens up topics that call for further exploration through an ethnog-
raphy of music-making and culture-in-process. First, as the title suggests, the 
New York Ricans who speak here are “from” the hip-hop zone, not “in” the 
zone. This distinction is significant because there is very little ethnographic 
description of the everyday lived realities of New York Ricans, including 
musicians. As such, the sociology presented here is more of an oral history/
testimonial variety, where the immediate social context is rendered second-
ary or irrelevant. It is more a study of music reception, along the lines of 
Aparicio (1998), than of making music in context. Its chief concern is with 
how the music is perceived by the general public and the Puerto Rican com-
munity in particular. Thus, Rivera leaves us in the realm of reception theory, 
where our main task is to become more enlightened consumers of hip-hop 
cultural products. There are more auspicious horizons to be explored; for 
example, where future researchers, Rivera included, might lead us in the hip-
hop zone is the ongoing everyday activity through which hip-hop and Puerto 
Rican cultures are conjured and reproduced through performance. There 
are a couple of ethnographic vignettes that hint at what could be expanded 
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on; most prominent are: recounting her anxieties about meeting her black 
boyfriend’s mom (pp. 122-23) and a glorious “wedding of the millennium” 
(pp. 235-39, in the appendix) in which two Puerto Rican hip-hop artists walk 
down the aisle to exchange vows to a bomba beat played on traditional goat-
skin barrel drums. Such snippets of intercultural dialogue in action deserve 
more sustained attention in future works. 

This book is conceptually challenging, but Rivera does an admirable job 
of making intelligible the nuances of identity formation in the Big Apple. 
For those with any interest in the lives of young Puerto Ricans in New York 
and the origins of hip-hop, the book will be impossible to put down, and it’s 
guaranteed to provoke lively debate in classes on popular culture, Africana 
studies, Puerto Rican studies, and the cultural sociology of identity. 

REFERENCES

APARICIO, FRANCES R., 1998. Listening to Salsa: Gender, Latin Popular Music and Puerto 
Rican Cultures. Hanover NH: Wesleyan University Press.

BOURGOIS, PHILIPPE, 1995. In Search of Respect: Selling Crack in El Barrio. New York: 
Cambridge University Press.

FLORES, JUAN, 2000. From Bomba to Hip-Hop: Puerto Rican Culture and Latino Identity. 
New York: Columbia University Press.

PERKINS, WILLIAM ERIC, 1996. Droppin’ Science: Critical Essays on Rap Music and Hip 
Hop Culture. Philadelphia: Temple University Press.

The Cuban Filmography, 1897 through 2001. ALFONSO J. GARCÍA OSUNA. 
Jefferson NC: McFarland & Company, 2003. vii + 215 pp. (Cloth US$ 
55.00)

ANN MARIE STOCK
Reves Center for International Studies
College of William & Mary
Williamsburg VA 23187-8795, U.S.A.
<amstoc@wm.edu>

As the nineteenth century was drawing to a close, soon after the Lumière 
brothers impressed French audiences with their innovative cinematographe, 
moving pictures arrived in Cuba. Cubans embraced this new form of expres-
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sive culture from the outset, and remain ardent film fans more than a century 
later. Films draw large audiences whether shown in theaters, in cultural insti-
tutes, in educational settings, on television or even in open-air spaces.

The triumph of the Revolution in Cuba framed expressive culture in 
close-up, and cinema experienced a rebirth. Cinema was designated as a cen-
tral means of implementing the new ideology, and the establishment of the 
Instituto Cubano de Artes e Industrias Cinematográficos (ICAIC) constituted 
an important step toward creating and circulating Revolutionary representa-
tions. Cubans were able to see their own faces and places reflected on the 
screen, as local filmmakers worked together to create a cinematic language 
appropriate for the nation in transition. Some filmmakers, such as Tomás 
Gutiérrez Alea and Julio García Espinosa, brought their training and expe-
rience from stays in Italy and elsewhere. Others, like Fernando Pérez and 
Orlando Rojas, learned to make films by working alongside their more expe-
rienced colleagues. Early in its history, ICAIC began fostering the devel-
opment of a new film language, one designed to communicate with local 
audiences in Havana as well as across the island. The award-winning docu-
mentary, For the First Time (Octavio Cortázar),1 captures the wonder of rural 
movie viewers when the first mobile cinema arrives in their village.

The challenge for this first generation of Revolutionary filmmakers was 
to develop a unique cinematic language appropriate for the society they were 
portraying and in a sense creating. In order to do so, they worked in three prin-
cipal modes, documentary production, feature filmmaking, and animation. 
Cuban filmmakers sought to develop a film language unique to their own cir-
cumstances. Rather than relying on Hollywood codes, they designed form and 
content with the new society in mind. Central to this innovative film language 
were an emphasis on local issues and individuals, a commitment to educating, 
in addition to entertaining, viewers, and the employment of film to foment 
social justice and document the accomplishments of the Revolution. Specific 
works from the early years of ICAIC production illustrate these aims: The Art 
of Cigars (Alea) captures the beauty of the cigar-making tradition and features 
the artists who select leaves, roll tobacco, and sort and label cigars; NOW! 
(Santiago Álvarez) reveals the violence inherent in racism as depicted on U.S. 
film footage; Newsreel 49 heralds the beginning of Cuba’s Revolutionary cin-
ema in documenting the founding of ICAIC. Rates of production increased 
dramatically during the early years of Revolutionary cinema, as did the inter-
national renown of Cuban films.

For the past forty-five years, Cuba’s film institute has trained, engaged, 
and inspired filmmakers and film organizations across the region and beyond. 

1. This documentary and the others mentioned in this review are available for purchase 
from Cuban Cinema Classics. For more information, and to place orders, consult the 
website at <www.wm.edu/cubancinemaclassics>. 
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Early on, Cuba became a model for other countries, with Havana serving as 
the film capital of Latin America and Third World countries. Through the 
International Festival of New Latin American Cinema, held in Havana each 
December, Latin American filmmakers collaborated with one another and 
disseminated their work to other filmmakers, festival directors, scholars, and 
film aficionados around the world. This event contributed significantly to the 
development of the regional film movement of New Latin America Cinema. 
Even today, the festival remains the crucial gathering for Latin American 
filmmakers and others interested in the cinema of this region. It has recently 
engendered other film festivals on the island (Festival de Cine Pobre in Jíbara, 
Exhibición de Nuevos Realizadores in Havana, Festival del Documental in 
Santiago de Cuba) and in New York (Havana Film Festival). In addition 
to fomenting and disseminating Latin American cinema, Cuba has taken 
the lead in training young filmmakers. The Escuela International de Cine y 
Televisión (EICTV) has supported aspiring media makers from Cuba, Latin 
America, Africa, Asia, and elsewhere, preparing them to become leaders in 
their home countries by making films, establishing and enhancing national 
film institutes, and serving as mentors for others. Similarly, the Fundación 
del Nuevo Cine Latinoamericano, founded by Gabriel García Márquez and 
located just outside Havana, brings together individuals committed to Latin 
American cinema and culture. 

Whereas collaboration between Cuban and U.S. organizations has been 
difficult over the past several decades, the cultural sphere – cinema in par-
ticular – has served as an important channel for engagement. ICAIC has 
worked with numerous U.S. organizations, sending Cuban films to festivals 
in Chicago, New York, Miami, and elsewhere, facilitating visits of Cuban 
filmmakers with university groups and their participation in conferences and 
other film events, and sharing expertise with foundations and organizations 
such as the Sundance Institute. 

For readers of English, Michael Chanan’s (2004) Cuban Cinema has been 
the principal reference. It remains the most comprehensive and useful English-
language book devoted to this subject, for The Cuban Filmography jettisons 
much of Cuba’s rich film history. Little or no mention is made of the creation 
of a new film language, the importance of Cuban cinema as a model for Latin 
America, the role of Havana as a regional film capital, or of extensive Cuba-
U.S. film collaborations. García Osuna acknowledges the limitations inherent 
in any comprehensive study and confesses his status as an outsider (his area 
of principal expertise is medieval Spain). He then goes on to sum up the his-
tory of Cuban cinema in thirty-some pages and provide a list of “significant” 
works along with production credits and descriptions of varying lengths. 

One comes away with little sense of Cuba’s contribution to local, region-
al, and international cinema. This may be due to the decision to rely exten-
sively on secondary sources rather than on interviews with the filmmakers 
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themselves and others working within the Cuban industry. It may also be due 
to the First World lens through which he views Cuba’s film tradition, a lens 
that sets “our” traditions as the ruler by which “the other” is measured, as 
evidenced in statements like the following, taken from page 6:

There is a real sense in which Cuban films are immediately distinguishable 
from those of the United States or Europe. In this sense, they seem not 
primitive, perhaps, but innocent, naïve in a disturbing way, almost juvenile. 
This may be due precisely to the rejection of immoral Western perspectives 
that justify exploitation and injustice; in a compulsive way, many a Cuban 
filmmaker returns to a limited world of experience, of simple good vs. evil, 
black and white situations bred in a world of questionable truths. Even 
when the filmmaker questions these truths, he does not invalidate them.

The Cuban Filmography leaves open the road for subsequent studies carried 
out by scholars engaged with the island context, involved with Cuban prac-
titioners, and informed by postcolonial critical praxis. 

REFERENCE

CHANAN, MICHAEL, 2004. Cuban Cinema. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. 
[Orig. 1985.]

Contact Englishes of the Eastern Caribbean. MICHAEL ACETO & JEFFREY      
P. WILLIAMS (eds.). Amsterdam: John Benjamins Publishing Company, 2003. 
xx + 322 pp. (Cloth US$ 120.00).

GENEVIÈVE ESCURE
Department of English 
University of Minnesota
Minneapolis MN 55405, U.S.A.
<escur001@umn.edu>

In this valuable collection the Eastern Caribbean is defined broadly since 
four of twelve chapters cover areas located in the Western Caribbean. Aceto 
and Williams justify this extension on the grounds that the Bahamas, the 
Turks and Caicos, and the Virgin Islands are underrepresented in current 
linguistic descriptions. 
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Two chapters deal with Bahamian varieties from very different perspec-
tives: Becky Childs, Jeffrey Reaser, and Walt Wolfram examine the sociohis-
torical background of two separate communities – one black, one white – on 
the island of Grand Abaco, concluding that there is bilateral accommodation 
in the usage of phonological features in the two enclaves. In contrast, Helean 
McPhee offers a more static depiction of TMA auxiliaries in a generalized 
Bahamian (supported by a Minimalist approach). Examples are attributed to 
various islands and derived from “introspective data,” but there is no refer-
ence to individual speakers and their ethnic, social, age, or gender affilia-
tions, as is done in the previous study (Childs et al.). Omitting to control for 
external variables may be the reason why auxiliary sequential orders vary 
so widely (e.g., modals may precede or follow aspect markers, did and bin 
occur in different positions). 

Cecilia Cutler provides a rare overview of the sociolinguistic situation 
in the Turks and Caicos (a chain of islands that geographically prolong the 
Bahamas). Phonological and syntactic features collected on the island of 
Grand Turk suggest an acrolectal variety, not surprising when one consid-
ers the island’s Bermudian heritage. Although Cutler quotes demographic 
data indicating that the white population amounted to only 5 percent of the 
Grand Turk population in 1999, no information is given on the racial back-
ground of the fifteen informants. The historical approach adopted by Robin 
Sabino, Mary Diamond, and Leah Cockcroft to study Virgin Islands varieties 
involves comparing several corpora spanning four decades (and including 
recent performance data). No appreciable shift toward Standard English is 
found, at least in the case of plural marking.

The remainder of the volume deals with the Eastern Caribbean (Anguilla, 
Barbuda, Dominica, Carriacou, and Barbados). Two chapters address issues 
that are peripheral to linguistic analyses: Beverley Bryan and Rosalind 
Burnette investigate teachers’ subjective attitudes toward language use in 
Dominica. This approach is somewhat problematic because opinion surveys 
are treated as if they were facts. Joan Fayer illustrates cultural syncretism in 
folk holiday performances of Shakespeare (the Mas) in Carriacou. Linguists 
would have liked examples of the “deviations from the standard text” and 
“verbal eloquence” mentioned in passing on p. 219. 

Finally, Jeffrey Williams, Paul Garrett, Ron Kephart, and Gerard Van 
Herk provide linguistic sketches of varieties spoken on different islands, 
whereas David Sutcliffe compares three suprasegmental systems.

Jeffrey Williams reviews the historical antecedents and social stratification 
on Anguilla, and focuses on a well-defined white (or rather “clear-skinned”) 
community (Island Harbour) that apparently developed its own “Webster dia-
lect.” This variety is now shifting toward Anguillian Creole English.

Michael Aceto presents a brief analysis of varieties spoken on Barbuda. 
He finds a “startling” variation in this small island (of approximately 1,500 
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residents). His statement that “one does not typically expect to find such a 
small community as that in Barbuda to reveal features typically associated 
with two or more of the lects” (p. 124) may appear surprising, in view of the 
extensive stylistic variation amply documented in many creole communities. 
The major part of his article is devoted to a discussion of alternative systems 
of classification of creole languages (primarily ones that would not rely on 
the creole continuum perspective).

Paul Garrett’s title, “ An English Creole that isn’t..,” suggests a definitive 
answer to the issue of the linguistic status of the vernacular English spoken 
in St. Lucia. In fact, this variety turns out not to be readily classifiable. In a 
well-documented, substantial survey, Garrett differentiates between features 
“attributable to CEC, Kweyol (French-based), or both” (p. 166-72), and others 
“attributable to Kweyol influence only” (p. 172-76). But his claim that Kweyol 
influence was prevalent in the development of the St. Lucian vernacular is not 
altogether convincing. For example, Garrett claims that the existential con-
structions it hav or de hav are calqued on Kweyol i ni or la ni (pp. 170-71). In 
fact, i hav/it hav/de hav is quite common in English-based creoles with no his-
torical connection to French, both in basilects and mesolects. The same applies 
to the claim that ogen “again” has derived its meaning of “still, else” from 
French Creole anko; this meaning is also widespread in English creoles.

Ron Kephart provides a brief overview of prominent morphosyntactic and 
phonological features of the Carriacou local variety that evokes a mesolect. 
Kephart, like Garrett, attributes the origin of several features to contiguous 
French Creole varieties (Patwa). But i av, as well as how you neim also occur 
in many creoles not influenced by French varieties. 

Gerard Van Herk provides a comprehensive evaluation of Bajan (Barbadian), 
raising more particularly the issue of whether Bajan is “closer to English,” 
“decreolized,” or “mesolectal,” as stated in earlier analyses. He argues for the 
existence of basilectal forms, such as preverbal anterior morphemes (bin, did, 
had), unmarked past, and a preverbal imperfective (habitual, continuative) 
that he writes da – the latter represented with a phonetic schwa. (This may be 
confusing since other English-based varieties differentiate between progres-
sive/habitual de and a copula/focus marker da.) Basilectal forms are restricted 
to elderly speakers, whereas younger Barbadians appear to be close to a “mid-
dle-class African-American” variety (p. 263). But why would this acrolect be 
African-American rather than a Caribbean Standard?

Finally, David Sutcliffe examines the existence of putative tonal patterns 
in Barbadian, Trinidadian, and Guyanese, with reference to contrastive pairs 
such as sísta “female sibling” vs. sistá “nun” in Bajan and Guyanese that 
suggest lexical tone.
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