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BOOKSHELF 2007

It is once again our solemn duty to induct a select group of scholars into the 
Caribbeanist Hall of Shame. Despite cordial reminders over a period of many 
months, these colleagues have neither produced the reviews (or review arti-
cles) that they promised nor returned the books so that someone else could 
take on the task. As is our custom, and in an attempt to exercise discre-
tion while protecting the reputation of innocent Caribbeanists, we follow the 
eighteenth-century convention in identifying delinquent reviewers by first 
and last initials.
–  A Colony of Citizens: Revolution & Slave Emancipation in the French 

Caribbean, 1787-1804, by Laurent Dubois (Chapel Hill: University of 
North Carolina Press, 2004. vii + 452 pp., paper US$ 22.50) and La 
France et ses esclaves, by Frédéric Régent (Paris: Grasset, 2007. 368 pp., 
paper € 19.50) (L—e C. J—s)

–  Shaping the Stuart World 1603-1714: The Atlantic Connection, edited 
by Allan I. Macinnes & Arthur H. Williamson (Leiden, the Netherlands: 
Brill Academic Publishers, 2006. xiv + 389 pp., cloth US$ 135.00) (J—s 
W—n)

–  On Land and Sea: Native American Uses of Biological Resources in 
the West Indies, by Lee A. Newsom & Elizabeth S. Wing (Tuscaloosa: 
University of Alabama Press, 2004. xviii + 323 pp., paper US$ 29.95) 
(J—n B—n)

–  Sexing the Caribbean: Gender, Race and Sexual Labor, by Kamala 
Kempadoo (New York: Routledge, 2004. x + 272 pp., paper US$ 29.95) 
(T—y P—n)

–  Rituals of Violence in Nineteenth-Century Puerto Rico: Individual 
Conflict, Gender, and the Law, by Astrid Cubano Iguina (Gainesville: 
University Press of Florida, 2006. x + 200 pp., cloth US$ 59.95) (L—s 
F—a)

–  V. S. Naipaul: Man and Writer, by Gillian Dooley (Columbia: University 
of South Carolina Press, 2006. xiii + 164 pp., cloth US$ 39.95) (K—h 
A—n S—e)

Downloaded from Brill.com05/19/2023 07:16:00PM
via free access



 New West Indian Guide / Nieuwe West-Indische Gids vol. 82 no. 1 & 2 (2008)104

A reminder to our readers: The annual Bookshelf article is intended to 
cover fiction and poetry, which are not otherwise reviewed in NWIG, plus 
books that have not been reviewed in the journal – either because we could 
not find a willing reviewer, because we did not deem the book worthy of 
more than a brief mention, because it was a reprint edition, or because it 
otherwise slipped between the cracks of the review process.

We first turn to this year’s Caribbean fiction, beginning with novels. 
George Lamming’s blurb alerted us to a very fine novel, The Hangman’s 
Game, by Guyana-born Karen King-Aribisala (Leeds, UK: Peepal Tree Press, 
2007, paper £8.99) – “a superb work of fiction which is kept alive page after 
page by this writer’s subtle and sophisticated historical imagination.” By fus-
ing two violent realities, contemporary Nigeria and 1823 Demerara, King-
Aribisala weaves a gripping tale about flawed and familiar human beings 
living amidst diverse horrors.

Four with echoes of Jamaica. The River’s Song (Leeds, UK: Peepal Tree 
Press, 2007, paper £8.99) is the debut novel of Jamaican-born Jacqueline 
Bishop – an assured, warm, and bitter-sweet narrative about coming of age 
in a Kingston yard (and, more briefly, in the hills). The Girl with the Golden 
Shoes, by Jamaican-American Colin Channer (New York: Akashic Books, 
2007, paper US$ 13.95), is a captivating novella-fable set on an imaginary 
Caribbean island in the 1940s in which every word rings true. She’s Gone 
(New York: Akashic Books, 2007, paper US$ 15.95) is poet Kwame Dawes’s 
impressive debut novel, a sprawling, lyrical exploration of love between a 
Reggae musician and an American woman, who find themselves caught up 
in border crossings involving culture, class, race, and gender. Broad, ver-
nacular, and outrageous, Dog War (New York: Akashic Books, 2006, paper 
US$ 14.95), by veteran Jamaican raconteur Anthony C. Winkler – about a 
Jamaican everywoman who journeys to wealthy America – is the sort of 
book that makes you erupt in belly-laughs over jokes in such low humor that 
you almost can’t believe you found them funny.

Veteran Guadeloupean novelist Maryse Condé offers us, in the translation 
by her British husband, Richard Philcox, The Story of the Cannibal Woman 
(New York: Atria Books, 2007, cloth US$ 24.00), which reads something 
along the lines of a Caribbean feminist’s Graham Greene-like vision of post-
Apartheid South Africa (with briefer visits to New York, Central Africa, 
Venice, and Tokyo) – all in all, quite a trip. Tango for a Torturer, by Daniel 
Chavarría (New York: Akashic Books, 2007, paper US$ 15.95) centers, as 
the dust jacket says, on “a heavenly hooker and a historic hatred in the heart 
of Havana.” It follows in the style of this Uruguayan writer’s earlier novel, 
described by a critic as “pulp fiction in Castro’s Cuba,” mixing ample doses 
of sex, politics, and violence. In Les cloches de la Brésilienne (La Roque 
d’Anthéron, France: Vents d’ailleurs, 2006, paper € 16.00), popular Haitian 
novelist Gary Victor tries his hand at a polar – a French-style crime novel 
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– set in the Haitian countryside and drawing on an impressive range of local, 
international, and extra-terrestrial characters. Jouvert (Bloomington IN: 
AuthorHouse, 2006, paper US$ 13.00) is Trinidadian-born Joy Mahabir’s 
debut novel, which moves between the worlds of Indo-Trinidad, Brooklyn, 
and Manhattan art galleries. There’s clearly lots of local knowledge but the 
writing often seems awkward. 

Next, several collections of short stories. The first three relate to Trinidad. 
In The Man Who Ran Away and Other Stories of Trinidad in the 1920s and 
1930s (Kingston: University of the West Indies Press, 2006, paper US$ 
25.00), Michèle Levy collects and introduces twelve short stories, includ-
ing seven previously unpublished, by Alfred H. Mendes, the Trinidadian 
novelist and poet who belonged to the Beacon group that included C.L.R. 
James. Songster and Other Stories, by Jennifer Rahim (Leeds, UK: Peepal 
Tree Press, 2007, paper £8.99), successfully captures the language and social 
realities, the joys and horrors, of contemporary village Trinidad, including 
nostalgia for a simpler time – hard not to read cover-to-cover in one sitting. 
The short stories in Chameleon, by Jane Bryce (Leeds, UK: Peepal Tree 
Press, 2007, paper £7.99), recount an East African colonial girlhood, topped 
off by an exuberant and memorable participation in Trinidad carnival.

 Closed for Repairs: Stories, by the Cuban writer Nancy Alonso, trans-
lated by Anne Fountain (Willimantic CT: Curbstone Press, 2007, paper US 
$13.95), consists of eleven vignettes opening a wry, sardonic window on 
contemporary Cuban realities. My Daughter’s Eyes and Other Stories, by 
Dominican-born Annecy Báez (Willimantic CT: Curbstone Press, 2007, 
paper US $15.00), collects fourteen stories that ring (or sing) with truth about 
everyday life in the late-twentieth-century Bronx. And in Until Judgment 
Comes: Stories about Jamaican Men (Leeds, UK: Peepal Tree Press, 2007, 
paper £8.99), the prolific Jamaican-born “womanist” writer Opal Palmer 
Adisa takes on seven types of Jamaican men in a work that, though some-
times over-written, expresses both joy and affection.

Five volumes of poetry. In Selected Poems, by Derek Walcott (New York: 
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2007, cloth US$ 25.00), Edward Baugh presents 
the master’s full range, from In a Green Night (that includes work from 1948) 
all the way through The Prodigal (2004) – sheer wonder. DS(2): Dream-
stories, by Kamau Brathwaite (New York: New Directions, 2007, paper US$ 
18.95) reworks various prose poems, as the cover says, “composed of bro-
ken images, flow, tidalectics, and the half-told stories of dreams,” all in his 
iconic sycorax video style. This is nation language at its most poetic, mov-
ing between a life’s experiences in such varied places as Barbados, Haiti, 
Jamaica, Cambridge UK, Ghana, New York, and the Village of the Dead. The 
poems in Windrush Songs (Tarset, UK: Bloodaxe Books, Chester Springs 
PA: Dufour Editions, 2007, paper £7.95), by London-based Jamaican poet 
James Berry, commemorate the sailing of the ex-troopship (the SS Empire 
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Windrush) from Jamaica to England in 1948, which initiated the massive 
postwar movement of Caribbean people to Britain in which Berry played 
a part; they focus on “the Jamaican landscape and its extraordinary wild 
beauty,” the stagnated economy that forced the great migration, the migrants’ 
hopes and fears, and their experiences in the mother country – spare yet ambi-
tious and moving. American Fall, by Trinidad-born Raymond Ramcharitar 
(Leeds, UK: Peepal Tree Press, 2007, paper £7.99) is a brief collection of 
poetry, confident and engaging. And Impossible Flying (Leeds, UK: Peepal 
Tree Press, 2007, paper £8.99) is Kwame Dawes’s latest collection: an ele-
giac, resonant, and dignified archaeology of his family’s past, with strong 
Jamaican inflections. 

Three memoirs. A Far Cry from Plymouth Rock: A Personal Narrative 
(Leeds, UK: Peepal Tree Press, 2007, £12.99) is Kwame-Dawes’s methodi-
cal, humorous, honest account and self-questioning about being a child in 
Ghana (where his passport still places him), coming of age in Jamaica (where 
much of his imaginaire still resides), and, after stopovers in the UK and 
Canada, living and bringing up his own children in South Carolina, where 
he now teaches – a penetrating meditation on identity, race, and nationalism 
across many borders. Volcano (Leeds, UK: Peepal Tree Press, 2006, £7.99), 
by Yvonne Mary Selina Weekes, is an intimate memoir-diary of the first two 
years of Soufriere’s awakening, a stark testimony to the effects of the erup-
tion on Montserratians at home and abroad. Edwidge Danticat’s powerful, 
fearless memoir Brother, I’m Dying (New York: Knopf, 2007, cloth US$ 
23.95) consists of eyewitnessing that breaks your heart while bringing the 
drama of contemporary Haiti brightly alive.

Edouard Glissant’s Une nouvelle région du monde: Esthétique I (Paris: 
Gallimard, 2006, paper € 17.50), announces by its subtitle a new series from 
the master (his last such essay having the subtitle Poétique V), but the themes 
are familiar – some of the pieces were clearly written for other occasions – 
and, paradoxically, both wide-ranging and almost claustrophobic, beginning 
with an elegiac, poetic discourse about le rocher du Diamant, and flowing out 
to encompass Glissant’s personal tout-monde, while passing through various 
earlier works (Malemort, Faulkner Mississippi), many of the countries of the 
world, philosophy and fine art and etymology, the plight of undocumented 
immigrants, the French commemoration of Abolition, la francophonie, the 
declaration of slavery as a crime against humanity, and the anti-climactic 
observation that “memory is an archipelago.”

Books that we were unable to find a willing reviewer for. Afro-
Cuban Theology: Religion, Race, and Identity, by Michelle A. Gonzalez 
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2006, cloth US$ 59.95), compares 
Cuban American and African American religiosity in the context of race and 
identity politics but remains more theological than sociological or anthro-
pological and more concerned with Latino Catholicism than Afro-Cuban 
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diasporic religions. Cuban Socialism in a New Century: Adversity, Survival, 
and Renewal, edited by Max Azicri & Elsie Deal (Gainesville: University 
Press of Florida, 2004, cloth US$ 65.00), brings together some of the fore-
most scholars of the island to assess the state of Cuban society at the dawn 
of the twenty-first century. Writing Rumba: The Afrocubanista Movement 
in Poetry, by Miguel Arnedo-Gómez (Charlottesville, University Press of 
Virginia, 2006, paper US$ 21.50), appears to be the best available treat-
ment of this 1920s-1930s movement that incorporated aspects of lower-class 
Afro-Cuban folklore into a European written form in the name of building a 
national literature and identity. In a slim volume entitled Telling Our Stories: 
Continuities and Divergences in Black Autobiographies (New York: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2005, cloth US$ 65.00), Adetayo Alabi explores the continuities 
and divergences in selected Black autobiographies, running across the centu-
ries, from Africa, the United States, and the Caribbean. 

The list goes on. Medical Revolutionaries: The Enslaved Healers of Eight-
eenth-Century Saint Domingue, by Karol K. Weaver (Urbana: University of 
Illinois Press, 2006, cloth US$ 20.00), provides a look into the trans-Atlan-
tic world of herbalists, diviners, nurses, midwives, and veterinary practitio-
ners, some of whom played pivotal roles in the Haitian Revolution. Slave 
Revolution in the Caribbean, 1789-1804: A Brief History with Documents, 
by Laurent Dubois & John D. Garrigus (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 
2006, paper US$ 14.95), provides an excellent selection of documents rel-
evant to the Haitian Revolution. Kingston: A Cultural and Literary History, 
by David Howard (Oxford: Signal Books, 2005, paper £12.00), with a fore-
word by Lorna Goodison, is a useful, fact-filled guide. Cuba: A Revolution 
in Motion, by Isaac Saney (New York: Fernwood Publishing, 2004, paper 
US$ 19.95), is intended as an introduction to the contemporary realities of 
the island. Languages of the Pre-Columbian Antilles, by Julian Granberry 
& Gary S. Vescelius (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2005, paper 
US$ 19.95), is an idiosyncratic attempt to relate archaeological and linguis-
tic fragments to reconstruct the pre-Columbian peopling of the Caribbean 
islands. And finally, there’s Gunboat Democracy: U.S. Interventions in the 
Dominican Republic, Grenada, and Panama, by Russell Crandall (Lanham 
MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2006, paper US$ 26.95), and Labor-Management 
Relations in Puerto Rico during the Twentieth Century, by Arleen Hernández-
Díaz (Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 2006, cloth US$ 55.00).

We invited eight potential reviewers before giving up on Arlene Dávila’s 
acclaimed Barrio Dreams: Puerto Ricans, Latinos, and the Neoliberal City 
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 2004, paper US$ 19.95). And 
we tried five each on two others before giving up, despite their serious-
ness, competence, and intellectual range: Cuba and the Tempest: Literature 
and Cinema in the Time of Diaspora, by Eduardo González (Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 2006, paper US$ 24.95), and Guarding 
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Cultural Memory: Afro-Cuban Women in Literature and the Arts, by Flora 
González Mandri (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2006, cloth 
US$ 55.00).

Nor did we find an appropriate reviewer who reads Dutch and was not 
a contributor to Ik ben een haan met een kroon op mijn hoofd: Pacificatie 
en verzet in koloniaal en postkoloniaal Suriname, the excellent Festschrift 
in honor of Wim Hoogbergen, edited by Peter Meel and Hans Ramsoedh 
(Amsterdam: Bert Bakker, 2007, paper € 35.00). This book includes contri-
butions on Suriname marronage and related phenomena by Jean Jacques Vrij, 
Chris de Beet, Thomas Polimé, Bonno Thoden van Velzen, Karin Boven, 
Gert Oostindie, Ellen Klinkers, Rosemarijn Hoefte, Hans Ramsoedh, Alex 
van Stipriaan, Michiel van Kempen, Dirk Kruijt, Peter Meel, Joop Vernooij, 
and Aspha Bijnaar – pretty much the whole Surinamistiek team.

Some other books that deserve mention, beginning with a pair that force 
heart-wrenching reflection. The Armorial of Haiti: Symbols of Nobility in 
the Reign of King Henry Christophe, edited with an essay, commentary, and 
appendix by Clive Cheeseman, a historical introduction by Marie-Lucue 
Vendryes, and a preface by Michaëlle Jean (London: The College of Arms, 
2007, cloth £45.00), translates and reproduces the wonderful color images of 
L’Armorial Général du Royaume d’Hayti, preserved in the College of Arms. 
It contains, among other memory traces of Christophe’s reign, the coats of 
arms of all the nobles – princes, dukes, counts, barons, and chevaliers – that 
he created soon after 1811. And Esclaves au paradis (La Roque-d’Anthéron, 
France: Vents d’ailleurs, 2007, paper €35.00), presents the unforgettable 
color images created by Franco-Peruvian photographer Céline Anaya Gautier 
during her stays among Haitians in the bateyes of the Dominican Republic; 
sponsored by Amnesty International, this at once terrible and hauntingly 
beautiful book of photos (and songs of the Haitians) also gives captions to 
each image separately, at the end, so that the power and dignity of the people 
depicted can first be felt directly and then, later, gone back to for more con-
text. In Libanezen in Suriname: Van Bcharre naar Paramaribo 1890-2006 
(Leiden, the Netherlands: KITLV, 2006, paper € 19.95), Ad de Bruijne, who 
has been studying the 450-person-strong Suriname Lebanese community 
since the 1960s, offers a rich historical portrait, helping to place these people, 
their livelihoods (mainly in the textile trades), and their culture within the 
broader Suriname context. Chrysalis: Maria Sibylla Merian and the Secret 
of Metamorphosis, by Kim Todd (New York: Harcourt, 2007, cloth US$ 
27.00), presents a fresh and often-intriguing view of this pioneering natural-
ist’s 1699-1701 stay in Suriname. U.S.-Cuban Cooperation Past, Present, 
and Future, by Melanie M. Ziegler (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 
2007, cloth US$ 59.95) considers security cooperation between the two coun-
tries regarding illegal immigration, drug trafficking, the Guantánamo Naval 
Base, and efforts to reduce the threat of unintended war. A Gay Cuban Activist 
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in Exile: Reinaldo Arenas, by Rafael Ocasio (Gainesville: University Press 
of Florida, 2007, cloth US$ 59.95), analyzes the life and work of this famous 
Marielito between his arrival in the United States in 1980 and his suicide a 
decade later. On Latinidad: U.S. Latino Literature and the Construction of 
Ethnicity, by Marta Caminero-Santangelo (Gainesville: University Press of 
Florida, 2007, cloth US$ 59.95), analyzes texts by well-known Chicano/a, 
Dominican American, Puerto Rican, and Cuban American writers to exam-
ine the notion of “Latinidad.” Secrets of the House of Dahomy: Guarded 
Secrets of the Caribbean Elders, by St. Lucia-born Elsa Pinel (Lincoln NE: 
iUniverse, 2007, paper US$ 16.95), is a self-published tract about which the 
author writes “If I were reading the information I am prepared to indulge in 
these pages, I would brand the writer an eccentric nut” – one of her more 
perspicacious statements, we would say.

It is difficult to read Mémoires des esclavages: La fondation d’un Centre 
national pour la mémoire des esclavages et de leurs abolitions, by Édouard 
Glissant (Paris: Gallimard, 2007, paper €14.90), as anything but a very 
French turn-of-the-century politically correct project, from its preface by 
Glissant’s poet-friend and then-prime minister Dominique de Villepin, to its 
final chapters spelling out the disappointingly banal and predictable plans 
for the Center’s activities – but offering, along the way, quite a trip through 
Glissant’s imaginaire, concerning slavery and its consequences, the “trans-
versal history” of “Neo-America,” Faulkner and Saint-John Perse, and much 
else. One doubts this initiative will ever amount to much, given the realities 
of France’s historical self-image and the distribution of political power in 
that nation. Compared to the multifarious 2007 abolition-of-the-slave-trade 
commemorations in the U.K., current French efforts seem token.

 Two stunning picture books on Cuba. The Idea of Cuba, photographs 
and text by U.S. photographer Alex Harris, with an essay by Lillian Guerra 
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press in association with the 
Center for Documentary Studies at Duke University, 2007, cloth US$ 
50.00), captures the bust of José Martí in countless settings, from public 
squares to appliance repair shops, and views the Cuban landscape over the 
dashboards of carefully credited 1950s cars (“looking north from Alberto 
Rojas’s 1951 Plymouth,” etc.) – fascinating perspectives. Cuba Avant-
Garde: Contemporary Cuban Art from the Farber Collection (Gainesville 
FL: Samuel P. Harn Museum of Art, 2007, paper US$ 59.95) is an exhibition 
catalogue (in both English and Spanish) by Abelardo G. Mena Chicuri. After 
brief opening essays on the private collection featured in the exhibit and a 
longer one on Cuban avant-garde art in the context of globalization, the book 
is organized by artist and leaves no room for doubt about the ongoing rich-
ness and variety of Cuban artistic creativity.

Two A-Z encyclopedia-style books: A-Z of Bahamas Heritage, by Michael 
Craton, and A-Z of Grenada Heritage, by John Angus Martin (both Oxford: 
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Macmillan Caribbean, 2007, paper £15.95), the first, more detailed, by a vet-
eran historian and including useful reading suggestions after each entry, the 
second by a debutante writer who clearly cares about his native island.

Yet We Survive. The Kalinago People of Dominica: Our Lives in Words 
and Pictures (London: Papillote Press, Kingston: Ian Randle, 2007, cloth 
£9.99), edited by Mary Walters, was produced by a collective from the Carib 
Territory in Dominica in the wake of a 1995 photographic exhibition in 
Scotland. Suitable for schoolchildren, this book, which stands as an affirma-
tion of Kalinago identity, is accompanied by teaching materials available 
from Papillote Press.

Several books that are peripheral to the Caribbean but seem worth bring-
ing to the attention of Caribbeanists. The Sea Captain’s Wife: A True Story of 
Love, Race & War in the Nineteenth Century, by Martha Hodes (New York: 
W.W. Norton, 2006, paper $15.95) is a model of microhistory, focusing on 
the life of a working-class white New Englander married to a “colored” sea 
captain from the Caymans who is neither a white man in New England nor a 
black man in the West Indies. Many Middle Passages: Forced Migration and 
the Making of the Modern World, edited by Emma Christopher, Cassandra 
Pybus & Marcus Rediker (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2007, 
paper US$ 24.95), is a conceptually illuminating and daring work that places 
the trans-Atlantic slave trade in its fully globalized setting by focusing on 
a number of other forced migrations, from China to Ireland to the United 
States, along the coast of East Africa, in Melanesia, and elsewhere. The 
Seminole Freedmen: A History, by Kevin Mulroy (Norman: University of 
Oklahoma Press, 2007, cloth US$ 36.95), persuasively argues – based on 
masses of documentary and oral history – that the Seminole Freedmen of 
Oklahoma are neither Seminoles nor “Black Indians” but are, instead African 
American maroons (and historical cousins of those who live on Andros 
Island in the Bahamas). La Amazonia brasileña en perspectiva histórica, 
edited by José Manuel Santos Pérez & Pere Petit (Salamanca: Ediciones 
Universidad de Salamanca, 2006, paper € 18.00), contains a chapter by José 
Luis Ruiz-Peinado Alonso on “Amazonia Negra” that outlines the history 
of mocambos in the Trombetas region – so tantalizingly close to Saramaka 
territory as the toucan flies but so separate historically (except for the sev-
eral Saramaka men who, in the 1950s, traveled there indirectly via Belém 
and ended their lives there). Anti-Americanism in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, edited by Alan McPherson (New York: Berghahn Books, 2006, 
paper US$ 27.50), has one chapter on West Indian anti-Americanism during 
WW II and a half chapter on the Cuban variety, but is otherwise devoted 
to the phenomenon outside the Caribbean. African American Foodways: 
Explorations of History & Culture, edited by Anne L. Bower (Champaign: 
University of Illinois Press, 2007, cloth US$ 35.00), has precious little on 
the foodways of people outside the borders of the United States. Woman 
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and Art in Early Modern Latin America, edited by Kellen Kee McIntyre & 
Richard E. Phillips (Leiden, the Netherlands: Brill, 2007, cloth US$ 129.00), 
an anthology written from a feminist perspective that claims to center on 
the visual representation of women in early modern Latin America, includes 
nothing from Cuba, Santo Domingo, or Puerto Rico. The Faces of Freedom: 
The Manumission and Emancipation of Slaves in Old World and New World 
Slavery, edited by Marc Kleijwegt (Leiden, the Netherlands: Brill, 2006, 
cloth US$ 124.00), includes but two chapters on the Caribbean, both on 
Jamaica. And Sally Price’s Paris Primitive: Jacques Chirac’s Museum on 
the Quai Branly (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2007, paper US$ 
19.00), though having only a small section on Suriname Maroon materials, 
has much of conceptual and historical relevance for Caribbeanists.

Finally, some new editions of Caribbean works. Who wouldn’t applaud 
the latest incarnation of Anthony C. Winkler’s madcap novel The Lunatic 
(New York: Akashic Books, 2007, paper US$ 14.95), broad, crude, full of 
belly-laughs, and very Jamaican? Fruit of the Lemon (New York: Picador, 
2007, paper US$ 15.00), Andrea Levy’s third novel, originally published in 
1999, recounts the coming of age of a daughter of Jamaican immigrants in 
London as well as her eye-opening visit to Jamaica; even if not quite as 
spell-binding as her Small Island, it shows a steady gift for language and a 
thoughtfulness about the diverse meanings of race. We welcome a new edi-
tion of Claude McKay’s revealing autobiography, A Long Way from Home 
(New Brunswick NJ: Rutgers University Press, 2007, paper US$ 22.95), 
with a useful introduction by Gene Andrew Jarrett. Les bonnes de la Havane 
(Matoury, French Guiana: Ibis Rouge, 2007, paper € 22.00) is the translation 
of poet Pedro Pérez Sarduy’s 2002 debut novel about contemporary Cuba. 
A Contemporary Cuba Reader: Reinventing the Revolution, edited by Philip 
Brenner, Marguerite Rose Jiménez, John M. Kirk & William M. LeoGrande 
(Lanham MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 2007, paper US$ 29.95), gathers 
a large number of excellent previously published testimonies and analyses 
about post-Soviet era Cuba. And American Colonialism in Puerto Rico: The 
Judicial and Social Legacy, by Efrén Rivera Ramos (Princeton NJ: Markus 
Wiener, 2007, paper US$ 28.95), is a new edition, with an afterword about 
the protests and politics concerning the occupation of the island of Vieques 
by the U.S. Navy, of The Legal Construction of Identity: The Judicial and 
Social Legacy of American Colonialism in Puerto Rico, published in 2000 
and reviewed favorably in NWIG 77(1&2):162-64.
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