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In this very useful and informative study historian Randy Sparks examines
the development of a port called “Annamaboe” (Anomabo in current orthog-
raphy)—the premier slave exporting port on the Gold Coast during the sec-
ond half of the eighteenth century—within an Atlantic world context. He
argues that Anomabo merchants were “as integral to Atlantic world commer-
cial circuits as those of Liverpool, London, Cádiz, Nantes, Charleston, New
York, or Kingston” (p. 3) and uses social biographies, or microhistory, to high-
light the agency of Africans in the dynamics of eighteenth-century Atlantic
world macrohistory. In addition to the main text, the work includes a glos-
sary (of toponyms, personal names, and terms), endnotes, an index, fourmaps,
and 23 illustrations, with bibliographic references included in the endnotes.
Sparks consulted everything from the archival records of English trading com-
panies to recent monographs on precolonial Ghanaian history, thus demon-
strating the sheer scale and richness of the source materials pertaining to his
theme.
The first chapter traces the rise of Anomabo from a fishing village in the

fifteenth century to a gold-exporting world port in the seventeenth and a slave-
exporting port in the eighteenth and its relations with European trading com-
panies, especially English companies. Chapter 2 follows the career of John Cor-
rantee (d. 1764), who is described as “a military commander, a skillful political
leader, and a successful trader and diplomat” (p. 35). Anomabo’s growth in the
1750s owed much to his leadership and negotiating skills. Corrantee is por-
trayed as an essential link “between the Europeans on the coast and theAfrican
traders from the interior” (p. 67). He used his sons to forge close tieswith agents
of British, French, and Dutch trading companies; they were “his own eyes and
ears in Paris, London, and throughout the Atlantic World, as far afield as the
plantations of Barbados” (p. 67).
Chapter 3 examines the career of Corrantee’s son-in-law Richard Brew

(d. 1776), the second “most visible figure in Annamaboe during the eighteenth
century” (p. 68). An Irishman, Brew was employed by English trading compa-
nies, serving for awhile as governor of the English fort in Anomabo. He built his
own fort, “Castle Brew,” as a residence and place of business. Sparks recognizes
Brew’s “deep integration into the eighteenth-century Atlantic World” (p. 121),
for Castle Brew “served as the hub of his business enterprise, which stretched
up and down the [African] coast, into the African interior, to England, to Hol-
land, and to the British colonies in America from the sugar islands to South
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Carolina to Rhode Island” (p. 120). Brew was a man of contradiction, asserting
“I am a friend of Liberty and … I Mortally hate logs & Chains, tho I live in the
Midst of Slaves & Slavery” (quoted, p. 121).
Chapter 4 addresses three questions—where the captive Africans came

from, how they were enslaved, and how they were sold—and argues that
Asante wars of expansion kept the supply of slaves flowing to Anomabo. Kid-
napping, panyarring (seizure of persons for nonpayment of debts), and judicial
punishment were other supply sources. Merchant caravans, brokers, canoe-
men, gold-takers, trading company factors, and slave ships’ captains are de-
scribed as interdependent links in the enslavement process. Chapter 5 begins
by observing that it is not always possible to trace slave ship cargoes from
Anomabo to the Americas. To offset the lack of direct evidence Sparks turns to
an examination of the trade activities of RumMen—Rhode Island slave trade
merchants who dealt primarily in this commodity. The RumMen built a close
relationship with Anomabo traders, especially Richard Brew.
The sixth chapter draws attention to the fact that, apart from the thou-

sands of slaves who were exported from Anomabo never to return, there was
a smaller number of people who left Anomabo, traveled the Atlantic world,
and returned home. “Some of them were enslaved, others were kidnapped,
others were employed on European ships, others were the children of mixed-
race unions, others were African elites engaged in diplomatic missions or sent
abroad to be educated” (p. 186). Sparks sees these persons as “significant cul-
tural agents” (p. 210) whose experiences became part of Anomabo’s under-
standing of the Atlantic World. Chapter 7 follows the decline of Anomabo’s
slave trade economy, which Sparks attributes largely to the British abolition of
the Atlantic slave trade in 1807 and the Asante conquest of the Fante confeder-
acy in the same year. He uses the lives of Samuel Brew (a grandson of Richard
Brew, d. 1821) and Horatio Smith (a former partner of Richard Brew, d. 1783) to
document the port’s demise.
This is a fine and informed study, written in a lucid and engaging style. It

should be read by anyone interested in the eighteenth-century trans-Atlantic
slave trade. Sparks offers an alternative narrative of the Atlantic world through
the lens of a Gold Coast world port and its elite inhabitants, thereby chal-
lenging entrenchedmeta-narratives of the Atlantic world andmodernity. How-
ever, anAtlantic-centered approach creates amajor historiographical problem.
Sparks does not locate Anomabo in a wider African framework of large-scale
processes. I have in mind a Gold Coast-Asante long duration and the long-
termhistorical processes and trajectories associatedwith it. Complex phenom-
ena defined these processes and trajectories of hegemonic transitions. Histor-
ical processes include the restructuring and differentiation of economic and
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social space through urbanization and ruralization, the growth of state power
through political centralization and military and cultural revolutions, the rise
of new market structures through the expansion of commodity frontier space
(e.g., captive labor/slave commodity frontier) and monetization of local Gold
Coast-Asante economies, intensification of local and translocal commercial
exchanges, and the institutionalization of different hierarchies of social labor
and social status. An Atlantic-centric orientation results in misidentifications,
misinterpretations, and factual errors with regard to the dynamics and struc-
tures of the Gold Coast-Asante context. The absence of this context mars the
quality of an otherwise remarkable monograph.
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