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It has become standard among Atlanticists to recognize the importance of the
Netherlands to the formation and consolidation of an Atlantic World, while at
the same time lamenting thepaucity of available studies inEnglish that address
this. The present volume contributes to the sparse Anglophone historiography
of the Dutch Atlantic, emphasizing the ties that the Netherlands and their
American colonies forged beyond theDutch realm. It is the outcomeof amulti-
year project,DutchAtlanticConnections, spearheadedby theRoyalNetherlands
Institute for Southeast Asian and Caribbean Studies (kitlv). Several of the
contributors participated in a conference that was held at the Netherlands
Institute for Advanced Studies (nias) in summer 2012 and were also part of
a working group that convened at nias the following spring.

Much of the scholarship on the Dutch in the Atlantic World has focused on
economics and/or specific colonies, especially New Amsterdam (present-day
New York). This book attempts tomove beyond these parameters. As the subti-
tle suggests, the emphasis is on the Dutch proclivity for forging cross-imperial
connections, especially in the economic sphere. The editors point to four pro-
cesses that characterized the Dutch Atlantic system as a whole: heterogeneous
and open economic formations, plural institutional arrangements, free migra-
tion patterns, and a variety of slave regimes and forms of slave resistance.
The chapters largely address the first of these, while also exploring selected
aspects of the second, and occasionally considering the third. The authorswere
charged with tackling two broad questions: First, how were the Dutch impor-
tant to the Atlantic? Second, how did the Atlantic matter to the Dutch? The
fourteen chapters by sixteen contributors cover a wide range of places and cir-
cumstances in the Americas and Europe. Several of the studies shift away from
economics to sociocultural interactions.

The first of the book’s five sections, “Caribbean Encounters,” explores Dutch
trade routes within the region, with chapters examining Curaçao’s commerce
with the Spanish American mainland and the French West Indies; the role of
Suriname’s port of Paramaribo as a nodal point of Atlantic trade; and Dutch
tradewithBritish colonies in theChesapeake and in theCaribbean. The second
section, “European Encounters,” examines broader economic ties between the
French and the Dutch; Anglo-Dutch economic relations; Dutch trade with the
Spanish; and the role of the Dutch West India Company in Atlantic trade.
Together, all these essays reiterate the primacy of trade networks for the Dutch
while also highlighting several relatively new issues, such as Dutch commerce
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with the FrenchCaribbean, and the role of intercolonial networks for a colonial
center such as Paramaribo.

SectionThree, “Intellectual and Intercultural Encounters,” brieflywidens the
lens beyond economics through essays that address adultery among Sephardic
Jews who lived in Amsterdam, Curaçao, and Suriname; examine scholarly
exchanges between the Dutch and British realms; and reassess Frans Post’s
paintings of Dutch Brazil. All three trace the flow of information and ideas
through Dutch circuits between the Americas and Europe.

Section Four, “Shifting Encounters,” returns to commercial connections, this
time in the latter part of the eighteenth century, with a chapter comparing
Dutch,Danish, and Swedish freeports in the easternCaribbean, and an analysis
of the decline of the Netherlands during the Age of Revolutions. Section Five,
“Perspectives on the Dutch Atlantic,” offers an overview of the rise and fall of
the Dutch in the Atlantic World throughout the early modern period—again,
focusing largely on trade—and concludes with a critical assessment of the
historiography of the Dutch Atlantic.

As Alison Games notes in the conclusion, this volume moves away from
some of the previous top-down historiography of the Dutch Atlantic to follow
networks, interactions, and connections, especiallymaritime ones. At the same
time, it maintains an imperial and commercial perspective on the Atlantic
World. Intercolonial dynamics are analyzed almost entirely from the point
of view of European power, and the colonists studied are almost exclusively
European merchants. Little attention is given to the role of Africans and their
descendants in shaping networks and societies, even in colonies where they
formed the majority population. In spite of the pivotal role of places such
as Elmina and Cape Colony, the Dutch Atlantic described here extends only
westward to the Americas. As the editors acknowledge, the volume is not
exhaustive and there is still “plenty of room for further research, exploration,
and discovery” of the Dutch in the Atlantic World (p. 21).
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