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INTRODUCTORY  REMARKS

The seventh annual conference of the Asia-Pacifi c Early Christian 
Studies Society (APECSS) gathered in Seoul, South Korea, as an ac-
knowledgment of the achievements of Korean scholars in the fi eld of 
patristic studies.

The substantial starting point of patristic studies in Korea was the 
foundation of the Institutum Patristicum Coreanum on January 17, 
2002 under the leadership of Simon Ri, the abbot of the Order of St. 
Benedict at Waegwan Abbey. The Institutum, organized by Catholic 
scholars, has played a signifi cant role in developing patristic studies in 
Korea. It has held semi-annual conferences, publishing several intro-
ductory books on patrology. One of the main contributions to patristic 
studies initiated by its members is the publication of patristic texts with 
Korean translation and notes modelled on Sources Chrétiennes. Some 
twenty books have been published in this series. Currently members 
are engaged in translating the whole series of “Ancient Christian Com-
mentary on Scripture.” Another signifi cant project is its endeavour to 
standardize rendering of titles of patristic works as well as personal 
and regional names in the early Church. The fi rst fruits are the publica-
tion of an index of proper names (persons and locations) related to the 
early Church up to the seventh century, which gives Latinized names 
and their standard Korean renderings as well as their English, French, 
German, and Italian forms.

Another organization called the Patristic Society in Korea was es-
tablished on December 9, 2006 under the leadership of Ilku Kang, 
president of Hoseo University in Asan. Its aim is to advance scholarly 
discussions and fellowship among patristic scholars, and this society 
has held semi-annual conferences on various topics in the fi eld of pa-
trology. From the beginning, it sought to develop international con-
nections by jointly att ending the Oxford Patristic Conference in 2007 
and the Melbourne “Prayer and Spirituality” conference in 2008. With 
the support of these international networks, it began the joint research 
project “Poverty and Wealth in the Later Roman Empire” (2008–2010) 
and “State and Christianity in the Later Roman Empire” (2011–2013). 
As a part of these research projects, it participated in the APECSS con-
ference in Sendai, Japan in 2009 and held two international conferences 
in Seoul. The fi rst conference was jointly held with the Korea Church 
History Society in 2010, and its theme was “Poverty, Riches, and Social 
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Welfare in Church History.” In this conference, scholars from four na-
tions — Australia, Japan, Korea, and the United States — collaborated 
in probing and exploring various aspects of poverty, riches, and social 
ministry throughout Church history, and Pauline Allen was one of the 
keynote speakers. The second international conference was the Sev-
enth APECSS conference, which I will describe in some detail.

The Seventh APECSS conference was held at the Luce Center for 
the Global Church of the Presbyterian College and Theological Semi-
nary in Seoul, Korea on 5–7 July, 2012. Some thirty patristic scholars 
from ten countries — Australia, Cambodia, Germany, Japan, Korea, 
Lithuania, Philippines, Russia, South Africa, and the United States — 
gathered to discuss the conference theme “Preaching and Ministry in 
Early Christianity.” Three keynote speakers, Seyoon Kim, Pauline Al-
len, and Hanns Christof Brennecke gave an outstanding overview of 
methodology, issues and topics in dealing with preaching and minis-
try of early Christianity, and all the participants enriched one another 
with illuminating thoughts and insights.

One of memorable experiences was the cultural excursion on the 
second day. Due to heavy rain, the organizer changed the plan to visit 
the royal palace in the centre of Seoul, and decided to go to the Nation-
al Museum, which gave the participants more delights and joys. The 
museum demonstrated Korean national and cultural heritage which 
is predominantly Buddhist and Confucian, and in view of this the 
success and prosperity of Korean Christianity seemed amazing and 
wondrous. The conference dinner held at one of the famous Korean 
restaurants was another impressive event. All participants enjoyed 
Korean foods at the Korean traditional house , which provided an ex-
traordinary cultural experience. They were also unanimously happy to 
celebrate the birthday of Mrs. Kyungryang Ko, whose great dedication 
in assisting the international scholars who att ended the conference left 
a lasting impression.

The conference was made possible through the grant of the Na-
tional Research Foundation of Korea which Chang Seon Yeum won 
as a leader of the research project. Its success was also indebted to his 
students whose skills and devotion made the conference smooth and 
enjoyable. 

I would like to express my deep gratitude on behalf of all patristic 
scholars in Korea to all participants of the Seventh APECSS confer-
ence who deigned to come to Korea to share keen insights, excellent 
scholarship, and lovely fellowship, making the conference precious 
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and memorable. It is my hope that the APECSS will become a truly 
international forum where patristic scholars from various countries 
enjoy cultural and personal experiences as well as high-quality schol-
arly cooperation. It is my wish that patristic studies in Korea will be 
far more advanced when another APECSS conference is held in our 
country in the future.

Wonmo Suh
Presbyterian College and Theological Seminary
Seoul
Republic of Korea
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