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Why are we making the call for contributors? 

We are two scholars who have devoted and will continue to devote their research to exposing the 

oppressive systems that exist in schools in the United States as a way to question, confront, and disrupt 

them. Currently, we are putting together a book of critical narratives that speak to power and 

oppression within U.S. schools. While we know “the master’s tools'' cannot break down his house 

(Lorde, 1984 ), we hope, with this book, we can use those tools to spotlight voices and narratives that 

are frequently interrupted, dismissed, shouted over, and silenced. In this book, we aim to include voices 

of humans who have been historically disenfranchised, and want to spotlight their lived experiences to 

share with readers and learners. We are humbled by this project and are encouraging of Black, 

Indigenous, Latinx, Asian, People of Color, LGBTQI+, Womxn, Folx with Disabilities, Immigrants, 

Refugees, and folx of all ages, identities, and group who have felt silenced within education to share 

your voice.  

 

What are we looking for? 

• Narratives written by students, educators, daughters, sons, mothers, fathers, grandparents, 

scholars, friends - anyone who is a stakeholder in education. We're looking for humans who have 

been directly impacted by racism, misogyny, homophobia, capitalism, and ultimately, the harmful, 

dehumanizing, and dangerous effects that oppression has on all of us in education. We're hoping 

for a wide variety of identities, experiences, roles, and ages, as well as a variety of perspectives from 

different time frames and from geographic locations in the United States.  

 

• This work can come in the form of a vignette, a poem, a written song, a journal entry,  a visual, or 

any other form you feel comfortable in expressing yourself. We welcome the use of 

translanguaging, or flowing between multiple languages, or multiple forms of communication - 

whatever feels like it allows you to authentically express yourself.  
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• Your submission should be maximum 1,000 words.  

 

• We welcome contributions from authors of any age and group. For contributors who are under age, 

please see below.  

 

 

What are possible prompts I could use? 

Write a literary piece that: 

• Portrays your experience with oppression and/or discrimination in K-12 schools and/or within 

higher education.  

• Speaks to a time you needed to change yourself and your identity to feel safe or accepted in 

school.  

• Is about a time you felt power was taken from you or denied to you in education. 

• Describes your most challenging experience in education. How did power and oppression play 

into that experience? 

• Details a time in school when you felt underestimated, under supported, or dismissed.  

 

What else should I know? 

This work is completely voluntary. Unfortunately, we do not have the means to reimburse 

contributors and are instead using this work in an attempt to highlight voices that are usually 

interrupted, shouted over, and silenced. Depending on the number of contributions that we receive, we 

cannot guarantee that each contribution will be published. 

 

How do I submit this? How can I ask questions? 

When ready to submit, please email both monica.wood@uvm.edu and 

jessica.murray@uvm.edu with the subject: “Critical Narratives Contribution”.  Please include your name 

and age in your submission. If you are under 18, please have a guardian email us stating that they 

consent to the inclusion and potential publication of your work. We greatly appreciate any and all 

submissions and look forward to reading them. If you have any clarifying questions, or need any 

additional information, feel free to email us.  

 

How will I know if I’ve been chosen to be published? 

If your contribution is chosen to be included in this book, then we will email you directly. You 

will know by January 2022.  
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About the series: 

 

Critical Storytelling 

Series Editors: 

Nicholas D. Hartlep, Berea College, Kentucky and Brandon O. Hensley, Wayne State University, 

Michigan 

 

Critical storytellers provoke readers to acknowledge and question 

different perspectives. Critical storytelling questions unquestioned 

norms and assumptions. It exposes oppression in its various forms, 

such as violence, sexism, racism, bullying, exploitation, 

marginalization, dehumanization, and cultural imperialism. These 

passionate narrators have the guts to think, act, and question, 

vulnerably. Storytelling, when it's critical, is inclusive. It doubts 

common sense. It questions the status quo. It tears down regimes of 

domination. It envisions possibilities for change. Critical storytellers 

rely on various media and methods. Their stories are critical of 

metanarratives that are exclusionary and divisive. Critical storytellers 

voice silences and offer new narratives in their creative work. The 

Critical Storytelling book series will include diverse storytelling 

methods, theoretical approaches, and narrative frameworks. We invite 

collaborative books, edited, and authored, as well as individually 

written projects. 
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