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Legal History Library – Studies in the History of International Law 
Stylesheet for authors 
 
Spelling 
Spelling must follow the language used, except in quotations from other sources, where the spelling 
conventions of the original should be retained.  
In British spelling either -ise or -ize may be used, but should be used consistently throughout.  
 
Capitalisation  
The use of capitals should be kept to a sensible minimum. We prefer ‘medieval’ and ‘western Europe’. 
Unless a specific court is referred to by name, ‘court’ is normally written in lower case; the same applies 
to ‘judge’ and other generic terms.  
The word ‘Act’ should always be capitalised, even in non-specific references, to avoid ambiguity, but 
‘bill’ can be lower case. Titles of statutes always have the first and chief words capitalised (e.g., ‘the 
Representation of the People Act 1911’). 
In general, please try to avoid capitalisation, except for proper nouns: e.g., World War I/II. 
The general rule should be: lower case (examples: para., paras., ch. (chapter), figure, part, art., arts. 
(article/s)). Please do not capitalise ‘state’.  
 
Abbreviations  
Please note that British style contractions are written as:  Mr, St, edn, without a full stop. 
Abbreviated words that do not end with their final letter, and their plural forms do have a full stop: vol., 
vols., ed., eds.). 
 
Italics  
Please keep italics to a sensible minimum. We prefer not to italicise the following: bona fide, caveat, de 
facto, de iure, dicta, dictum, gratis, habeas corpus, intra vires, mala fides, mandamus, prima facie and 
ultra vires.  
 
Numbers and Dates  
Numbers should be written out up to 100, except in a discussion that includes a mixture of numbers 
above and below this, in which case all of them should be in figures (e.g., 356 walkers overtook 72 
others, as 6 fell back, exhausted). A sentence should never begin with a figure. 
Numbers with units should always be given in figures, with a space between the number and the unit 
(e.g., 4 cm).  
Dates should be written in the form: 20 December 1148; 20 December; 106-43 BCE; 245-50 CE.  
Centuries should be written out (twenty-first century) and 1920s, etc. should be written without an 
apostrophe. 
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Quotations 
Use single quotation marks (‘), except for quotations within quotations, where you then use double 
quotation marks (”). Full stops, commas, etc. come after the quotation mark, and not before it: ‘They 
said that’. Quotations longer than 3 lines long should be given as block quotes, set off from the regular 
text with one white line of space above and below, and indented. This block quote takes no quotation 
marks.  
 
References in footnotes 
Books  
Anthony Anghie, Imperialism, Sovereignty and the Making of International Law (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press 2005) 41-2. 
 Subsequent references throughout book (or chapter in case of edited volume): Anghie, 

Imperialism, 41-2. 
Hugo Grotius, De Jure Belli ac Pacis (1625, text of 1646, Classics of International Law; Washington: 
Carnegie Institute of Washington 1913) 2.1.2.1. 
 Subsequent references throughout book (or chapter in case of edited volume): Grotius, De Jure 

Belli ac Pacis, Prolegomena 4. 
 
Book Chapters 
Emmannuelle Jouannet, ‘Des origines coloniales du droit international: à propos du droit des gens 
moderne au XVIIème siècle’, in Vincent Chetail and Pierre-Marie Dupuy (eds.), Les fondements du 
droit international. Liber Amicorum Peter Haggenmacher (Leiden: Brill 2012) 649-51, 660-3. 
 Subsequent references throughout book (or chapter in case of edited volume): Jouannet, 

‘Origines coloniales’, 660-3. 
 
Journal Articles 
If a doi number is available, please insert it. 
Randall Lesaffer, ‘The Grotian tradition revisited: change and continuity in the history of international 
law’. British Yearbook of International Law 73 (2002), 103–39, 110-112. 
 Subsequent references throughout book (or chapter in case of edited volume): Lesaffer, 

‘Grotian tradition’, 110-112. 
 
Newspaper Articles 
Donald G. McNeil Jr., ‘Response of WHO to swine flu is criticized’. The New York Times (10 March 2011). 
 
Law Cases 
ICJ, Corfu Channel case (United Kingdom v. Albania), Judgment of 9 April 1949, ICJ Reports 1949, 4. 
ECtHR, Stoll v. Switzerland, Grand Chamber Judgment of 10 December 2007, Application No. 
69698/01, para. 5. 
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WTO, United States — Anti-Dumping and Countervailing Measures on Steel Plate from India, Report of 
the Panel of 28 June 2002, WT/DS206/R. 
ICSID, Biwater Gauff (Tanzania) Limited v. United Republic of Tanzania, ICSID Case No. ARB/05/22, 
Award of 24 July 2008. 
 
Treaties 
Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, 23 May 1969, 1155 UNTS 331.  
Use the full word ‘article’ in the text but abbreviate it to ‘Art.’ (plural ‘Arts.’) in the footnotes.  
Where articles are divided into numbered paragraphs, we prefer to cite these as, e.g.: Article 19(3), 
Article IV(6). 
Where articles are divided into unnumbered paragraphs, these will need to be cited as: Article 19, 
second paragraph. Note that it is ‘second paragraph’ rather than ‘paragraph 2’. 
 
National Laws 
According to national references:  
Country, Name of the law, Date, national code of laws, number/paragraph/page (depending on how it 
is usually referred to). 
US, Alien Tort Statute, 27 August 1789, 28 U.S.C. § 1350. 
 
Online Publications 
This includes reports of IOs, NGOs, etc. It is the author’s responsibility to ensure that any external 
websites mentioned in the book are correct and active. Websites should be cited in roman without 
angle brackets: www.brill.com. 
Author, Arthur. ‘Title’. Date, available at:   www.xxxxxxxx.pdf, 12 
International Commission of Jurists. ‘Access to Justice: Human Rights Abuses Involving Corporations 
– South Africa’. 2010, available at: www.icj.org/dwn/database/SouthAfrica-ElecDist.pdf, 10. 
 
UN Documents 
United Nations, Organ, Title, UN Doc Reference, Full Date. 
United Nations, Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 15 on the 
Right to Water, E/C.12/2002/11, 20 January 2003, para. 8. 
United Nations, Human Rights Council, Report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General 
on the Issue of Human Rights and Transnational Corporations and Other Business Enterprises, John 
Ruggie: Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights: Implementing the United Nations ‘Protect, 
Respect and Remedy’ Framework, A/HRC/17/31, 21 March 2011. 
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