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The Professor Yahuda Collection

The well-known orientalist,
Prof. Abraham Shalom Yahuda
(Jerusalem, 1877 - New Haven, 1951)
studied in Heidelberg and Strasbourg,
and taught at the Berlin Hochschtile, the
University of Madrid, and the
New School for Social Research in
New York. He acquired a valuable
collection of manuscripts, particularly
Arabic material purchased mainly in
Egypt. Parts of his manuscript
collection were sold by him to various
institutions (see: R. Mach, Catalogue of
Arabic MSS (Yahuda Collection) in the
Garrett Collection, Princeton 1977,
Introduction). The Yahuda Collection of
the JNUL consists of the manuscripts he
kept until his death, which were donated
to the JNUL by his family; their
importance is in no way inferior to that
of the manuscripts he sold.

The Collection. contains
1,155 manuscripts written in Arabic
characters, most of them Arabic and
about 10 % of them Persian and
Ottoman. A considerable part of the
Collection consists of multititle codices,
which brings the total number of titles
in the Collection to about 3,000.
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Illustration from: Ms no. 8

Approximately one-third of the
manuscripts are medieval, dating from
the ninth to the sixteenth century.

The contents of the manuscripts include
all areas of Islamic and Arabic sciences
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and Arabic, Persian and Ottoman
literature. Some 400 titles are not
listed by Brockelmann or other
bibliographical sources, and are thus
of great importance for research; for
many other titles only single or very few
other manuscripts are known, which
makes them valuable for textual
criticism and critical editions. Of special
interest are the medical manuscripts, the
majority of which are Persian.
A collection of more than 100 Qurans,
dating from the ninth to the nineteenth
century, vividly illustrates the history of
the Quran's calligraphy. A large
proportion of the Persian and Ottoman
manuscripts are illuminated, and
contribute to the history of Persian and
Ottoman art.
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IDC has prepared a microfiche edition
of the Arabic manuscript collection, on
high quality silver halide microfiche
(black and white) which provide for
archival durability and offer both a
superior sharpness of the texts and a
beautiful half-tone reproduction of the
illustrations:
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General information
Scope 1,666 manuscripts

Number of fiche 4,258 (4,252 concerning manuscripts and 6 bearing finding aids)

,Size of fiche 105 x 148 mm

Film type Positive silver halide

Reduction ratio

Internal Eye-legible headers with manuscript number on each fiche
finding aids

External A microfiche edition of the shelf list containing all manuscripts
finding aids in the Yahuda collection

order number NE-1505, J-10-12

Order form
Information about prices and how to order can be found on IDC Publishers' order
form. Should you wish to receive, free of charge, the complete list (which includes
manuscript numbers and corresponding prices), You can indicate this on the order
form.

If a copy of the order form is not enclosed, please contact IDC Publishers and one
will be sent to you immediately.
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Illustration from: Ms. no. 404

Illustration from: Ms. no. 598
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