
Hermann and the Londoner Zeitung (1859-1914)

A Publication of the German 1848 Exiles in England

A new microfilm edition of Hermann allows easy access to a unique and rare
source documenting the political development of the revolutionary exiles
in London, and providing at the same time a mirror image of the
colourful social and cultural life of the German community in
Victorian England.

The London German weekly, Hermann, which started publication on 8th January 1859, was not the first
periodical to be launched by one of the revolutionary exiles of 1848-1849. It did, however, prove to be the
longest lived by far and was one of only a handful of German newspapers in Britain to survive beyond
infancy.[Ii Renamed the Londoner Zeitungs Hermann in 1870, its demise came only with the outbreak of
the First World War.

Changes of direction
Throughout the 1860s, Hermann was
advertised in Mitchell's Newspaper
Press Directory as liberal' and as
advocating 'the principles which it
considers necessary for a free and united
Germany'. At first this meant promoting
a Greater German republic, but the paper
soon shifted to support the
NationaIverein, which campaigned for a
monarchical, Prussian-led
Kleindeutschland.

The dilemma every editor faced was that
for commercial reasons Hermann had to
recruit subscribers in Germany, and in
order to be allowed to do this, political
moderation was highly advisable. On the
other hand, the paper was bound to
prove more attractive to German readers
if it took a principled stand and made
full use of the unfettered press freedom
in Britain.
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For most of the 1860s, Hermann was
banned from being sold in Germany,
until the spring of 1869 when Arnold
Heinemann became its editor. With its
reappearance in Germany, the paper, to
quote Marx, had 'passed into
Bismarck's hands'. During the following
decade, the Londoner Zeitung, as it now
became, described its editorial line in the
Newspaper Press Directory as
advocating 'the policy of the German
Empire'. Another change of direction
occurred in late 1879. with the
appointment as editor of Ike Holthusen
(1830-1898), who once again hoisted
'the good old liberal flag'.

Culturally oriented sections
Gradually, during the following decades,
(international) political news was
replaced with a variety of more
culturally oriented sections and
supplements. Though much of what
occurred in England, Continental Europe
and elsewhere was still reported in
columns like 'This Week's Chronicle' I
Chronik der Woche, this type of
information became more concise and
telegraphic in style. Aspects other than
editorials and political reporting came to
dominate the pages of the Londoner
Zeitung: Hermann.
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Yet the significance of Londoner
Zeitung: Hermann remains indisputable.
Decreased attention for politics meant
that the management of the paper sought
to enlarge its audience through other
means. Both in the pages of its many
supplements, and in the 'regular' pages,
one obtains a direct picture of the
cultural and economic milieu in which
the paper's middle-class readership (still
predominantly of German origins)
existed - or to which they aspired.
In one of the most intriguing
developments, the paper started to
diversify its offerings to target specific
groups that might expand its readership:

Supplements
Issues ran between 8 and 16 pp.
Most volumes have supplements:
1882-1883: 111ustriertes Beiblatt'
1893-1895: "Heitere Bldtter'
1884-1914: 'Illustriertes Erzahlungsblatt7 'Illustriertes Sonntags-Blatt'
1897-1911: 'Frohe Stunden'
1899-1914: 'Moden-Journal' 'Damen-Journal'
1906-1914: 'Fur unsere Kleinen'
1912-1914: 'Londoner Biirsenzeitung'

women, children, businessmen, civil
servants and bank employees all got
their section in or even a supplement to
the paper.

Despite these efforts, the mere fact that
it was still published in German must
have considerably limited the potential
readership. But its persistence ensures
that we can still apply this resource in
studies of parts of the German
community in England - one that
reached its last edition at the outbreak of
the Great War. Much of what originated
in the 1911 century suddenly belonged to

an era with very different
preoccupations and preferences.

ill A checklist of 'German-Language Newspapers
and Journals Published in London Since 1810 is
available at:
www.bl.uk/co Unction sin ewspaner/london.litml

Dr Rudolf Muhs, Lecturer in European
History
Royal Holloway, University of London

Every available supplement with the
British Library, Newspaper Library's
copy of this periodical has been filmed.
Especially the illustrated supplement
('Beiblate,'Erzahlungsblate and'
Sonntags-Blatt') is covered well, as is
the financial one ('Londoner
Borsenzeitung'). The inclusion of other
supplements ranges between reasonable
and scanty.
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Price and other information
Scope: I. Weekly editions from 1859-1871, order.nr. EF-1

(previously released)
11. Weekly editions from 1872-1914, order nr. EF-8
(recently released)

Number of reels Total: 64

I. 5

59

Film type Positve silver halide

Reduction ratio Varies between 1:14 and 1:16

IDC
PUBLISHERS


