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Special Guest-Edited Volume on Indigenous Knowledge 
and Bio-Innovation: Navigating Equitable Knowledge 
and Data Governance in the Bioeconomy 

In the last several decades, the intersection of the digital technology revolution and various forms of 
innovation in the life sciences (bio-revolution) through applications of data-driven resources and related 
technologies, including Artificial Intelligence systems, has resulted in a renewed albeit exploitative focus 
on indigenous knowledge production. Areas of this renewed focus include agriculture, food and nutrition 
security, health, pharmaceuticals, phytomedicines, natural health products, environmental containment, and 
climate change adaptation and mitigation. Legislative, regulatory, and policy initiatives at variegated 
national and international levels, as well as those within the work programs and activities of many 
intergovernmental organizations and indigenous stakeholders, are currently contributing to building an 
emergent regime complex at the intersection of new digital technological applications, other innovative 
disciplinary convergences (e.g., synthetic biology, omics, systems biology, bioinformatics, etc.) and various 
contributions of indigenous knowledge to life sciences. These tensions are already evident in the 
explorations, interrogations, and resistances to such concepts as access and equitable benefit sharing, open 
science, digital or genetic sequence information or data, ownership, governance, indigenous data 
sovereignty and inclusive valorization of data for equitable and inclusive accommodation of the stakes of 
Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities (IPLC) in the new landscape for bio-innovation.  

This Special Guest-Edited AJLS Volume invites articles that focus on and interrogate legal, policy and 
various governance approaches and options through which IPLC, in Africa and globally, as well as 
developing countries, are involved in the emergent legal, policy and governance debates for equitable 
benefits of bio-innovation and a just global bioeconomy. Contributions that shed light on the key concepts 
described above and situates them within African continental or specific national contexts or global IPLC 
dynamic are strongly encouraged. Also, interdisciplinary insights in the area are welcome.     

Papers should be no more than 7000 words (including footnotes). The Journal citation style is OSCOLA 
(Oxford Guide). Interested contributors are advised first to send their abstracts, including title (not more 
than 250-300 words) to Special Issues Coordinating Editor and AJILS Editorial Board member: Professor 
Tesh W. Dagne at tdagne@tru.ca no later than February 30, 2022. Only authors of approved abstracts 
may proceed to submit a final paper, the acceptance/rejection of which would result from the peer-review 
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process. The deadline for submission of the substantive paper is April 31, 2023. Accepted papers are 
expected to be published in the AJLS in November 2023. 

The African Journal of Legal Studies (AJLS) is a peer-reviewed and interdisciplinary academic journal 
focusing on human rights and rule of law issues in Africa as analyzed by lawyers, economists, political 
scientists and others drawn from throughout the continent and the world. The journal, which was established 
by the Africa Law Institute and is now co-published in collaboration with Brill | Nijhoff, aims to serve as 
the leading forum for the thoughtful and scholarly engagement of a broad range of complex issues at the 
intersection of law, public policy and social change in Africa.  

AJLS SPECIAL GUEST EDITOR FOR THIS VOLUME IS PROFESSOR CHIDI 
OGUAMANAM, RESEARCH CHAIR IN SUSTAINABLE BIO-INNOVATION, 
INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE SYSTEMS AND GLOBAL KNOWLEDGE 
GOVERNANCE, FACULTY OF LAW, UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA.   

https://brill.com/view/journals/ajls/ajls-overview.xml?contents=editorialcontent-57548

