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The Research Data Journal for the Humanities and Social 
Sciences (RDJ) is an international peer-reviewed digital-only 
open access journal. RDJ was founded by Data Archiving 
and Networked Services (DANS) and is published by Brill. 
The journal allows researchers in the Humanities and Social 
Sciences to document and publish their deposited datasets, 
and facilitates their online exploration. 

The RDJ is an interesting outlet both for more experienced 
researchers and for young scholars in the Humanities and 
Social Sciences. It offers an opportunity to young scholars, 
who want to draw attention to the data they have gathered 
and analyzed. For more advanced scholars who have been 
working with large datasets already for years, RDJ offers 
the opportunity to publish and share their data with the 
academic community in ways that are usually not possible 
in regular journals. Moreover, RDJ allows datasets to be 
adequately described and elaborately justified, something 

for which many regular journals lack the space. Finally, it 
allows scholars  to claim intellectual ownership of their 
datasets in an early stage, which may be particularly helpful 
for early-career researchers.

The journal is interdisciplinary, and publishes datasets 
ranging from the field of anthropology to psychology, but 
it has a separate section on economic and social history, 
with a specific editorial committee for this specialization, 
consisting of: 
Christiaan van Bochove, Radboud University Nijmegen
Jutta Bolt, University of Groningen / Lund University
Ulbe Bosma, International Institute of Social History /  
VU Amsterdam
Elise van Nederveen Meerkerk, Utrecht University
Auke Rijpma, Utrecht University
Pim de Zwart, Wageningen University & Research
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We invite you to publish your medium-length data paper 
(max. 2,500 words) containing a description of your dataset, 
putting the data in a research context, particularly its 
relevance to academic debates. The dataset needs to be well-
described, consistent, and accessible. It is required that the 
dataset is deposited in a trusted digital archive or repository, 
handing out persistent identifiers (such as a DOI, HANDLE 
or URN).

Before publication, a data paper is assessed by peer reviewers 
and data specialists. The editorial board will communicate 
the feedback to the author and indicate the necessary 
improvements for acceptance. Data papers receive a 
persistent identifier (DOI). The author(s), usually also the 
data depositor(s), will receive publication credits. 

If you do not have a dataset to deposit (yet), but are 
interested in occasionally peer-reviewing a colleague’s 
dataset with additional data paper, please contact us at: 
datajournal@dans.knaw.nl.  

Online submission
Articles for publication in RDJ can be submitted online 
through Editorial Manager: 
http://www.editorialmanager.com/rdj

For more information: http://www.brill.com/rdj
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