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Book Review Guidance  

 
 

Book reviews in Signs & Media should situate the book(s) in a wider disciplinary context and 

be limited in length to 800–1,200 words. They are thus distinct from research articles or review 

essays. No abstract should be included, and footnotes and references to other works should be 

kept to a bare minimum. Overlong reviews will be returned to the author. 

 

A good book review will address the following issues: 

− What are the author’s aims, thesis, and methodology (e.g., research design, types of 

sources used)? 

− How well does the author achieve his/her stated goals? 

− What are the strengths and weaknesses of the author’s approach and findings? (If 

relevant, identify additional or contrary points from other scholarship.) 

− How does the book contribute to a broader intellectual conversation? (How does the 

book expand or revise existing studies, assumptions, or analytical frameworks? What 

additional research questions, problems, or debates might be inspired by this book?) 

 

A good book review should: 

− evaluate the book on the basis of the author’s aims, not on the aims you would pursue 

if writing a book on a similar subject. 

− reflect the value of the book as a whole. While it is useful to describe individual 

chapters, this is not essential, and it may not always be feasible (especially in the case 

of edited volumes with multiple authors). 

− be constructive in its criticisms of a book’s perceived flaws. (How might consideration 

of a given issue strengthen the book? How can future studies benefit from considering 

the book’s shortcomings?).  

− be judicious and selective when giving examples. Aim to give the reader a profile of the 

book, not to catalogue every perceived flaw or error. 

 

A good book review should not: 

− simply recapitulate the book’s key arguments or content. Rather, it should engage 

critically and concisely with it.  

− overquote or include several long passages. Quote sparingly from the text and focus on 

the key themes you want to evaluate. 

 

Advice on reviewing can be found in:  

Sarton, George. 1960. “Notes on the Reviewing of Learned Books.” Science 131 (3408): 1182–1187. 
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Book reviews have distinct manuscript preparation guidelines that must be followed before 

submitting to the Signs & Media editors. They can be found on pages 4–5 of Instructions for 

Authors. Submissions that do not follow these guidelines will be returned to the author for 

revision. 
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