
Guidance for Special Issue or Special Section Proposals  
 

The editorial team of the Journal of Pacifism and Nonviolence welcomes Special Issue (SI) and 

Special Section (SS) proposals. Please submit your proposal to the Editor-in-Chief (EIC) at 

jpneic@gmail.com. Before submitting a full proposal, please feel free to first send an outline of 

your idea and rough timescale. Full proposals should ideally be submitted at least 18 months 

before the proposed publication date. 

 

What to include 

 

Full proposals must include the following:  

1. The proposed SI/SS’s title.  

2. Guest Editor(s) name(s), affiliation(s), and a short CV (highlighting published work of 

relevance to the SI/SS).  

3. A rationale (up to 1,500 words) setting out how the SI/SS will speak to the journal’s remit 

(https://brill.com/view/journals/jpn/jpn-overview.xml). How will this issue make an original 

and timely contribution to the field? Why now?  

4. Title, draft abstract (up to 150 words) and short author bio (up to 100 words) for each article. 

SI/SS articles must not consist of previously published scholarly work.  

5. Estimated time of submission of each article.  

 

SI/SS process 

 

The Guest Editor(s) and Authors must use the Editorial Manager (EM) system to submit and 

manage all the papers under consideration for the SI/SS. The Guest Editor(s) will be assigned as 

lead editors for their papers. Guest Editor(s) must ensure quality by deciding from the outset 

whether papers submitted online in the EM system are of sufficient scholarly quality to be sent out 

for external peer review. All manuscripts are double-anonymously reviewed by a minimum of two 

independent peer reviewers. Peer reviewers must be neutral colleagues with no involvement in 

the papers or prior knowledge of the content of the submissions. 

 

Articles considered ready for potential acceptance by the Guest Editor(s) will be reassigned to the 

Editor-in-Chief for final acceptance. The Editor-in-Chief reserves the right to consult Associate 

Editors and/or Editorial Board members in reaching a decision.  

 

The Guest Editor(s) commit(s) to meeting agreed deadlines and to ensuring the quality of 

contributors included in the SI, scholarly standards (including professional, ethical, and fair 

conduct), and peer review. The Guest Editor(s) and their contributors must proceed with the 

understanding that neither submission alone nor recommendations of acceptance by peer 

reviewers will automatically result in publication.  

 

Length 

 

As a general rule, a Special Issue should comprise ca. 64,000 words (including the editorial) with a 

maximum of 7 articles and a minimum of 5; a Special Section should contain 3 or 4 articles for a 
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minimum of 20,000 and a maximum of 40,000 words. Should the peer review reduce the number 

of articles, then a proposed SI might become a SS highlighted in a standard issue of the journal. 

Articles that get delayed in the review process or do not fit the capacity of an SI might be 

considered for publication as normal papers in a later issue. 

 

SI/SS introduction/editorial 

 

SI/SS introductions/editorials can have a large impact on the success of the issue. Good 

introductions can make a real contribution by weaving together the state of the literature or a 

conceptual framework and the contributions of the individual papers into a compelling narrative 

that advances our understanding of the topic under discussion. The introduction should inform 

readers of how the papers fit together, complementing each other in some cases and perhaps 

challenging each other in other cases. A well-structured introductory essay can help the reader 

identify and appreciate the contributions of the different Special Issue papers.  

 

If it is written as a more substantial paper (3,000 - 8,000 words), reviewing the state of the field 

and presenting new insights/framing, an SI/SS introduction/editorial is likely to go out for peer 

review. If the introduction is <3,000 words and essentially describes the motivation for the SI/SS 

by summarising the papers with a view to explaining how they fit within a single collection, it 

might be approved by the Editor-in-Chief without peer review.  
 

 


