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The goal of JPN forums is to provide a platform upon which authors can take stock of, develop, 

and/or critically engage with a new, emerging, or changing area of research, or with current 

debates among activists and/or policymakers. A forum consists of a number of short pieces by 

different authors that reflect on varied aspects of the issue under examination. Generally, forums 

involve high quality, individual contributions by 3–6 authors that also fit well together. 

 

PROPOSALS 

Authors interested in publishing a JPN forum should submit a proposal of no more than 500 

words to the Editors. Proposals will be considered by the Editorial Team and, if successful, an 

invitation to submit the forum for review will be extended to the corresponding author.  

 

The most successful forum proposals will: a) engage a new, cutting-edge, or changing area of 

research or an important debate among activists and/or policymakers; b) clearly identify the 

significance and stakes of the topic in a way that speaks to a broader audience of scholars; and c) 

indicate how the individual contributions connect to each other and link back to the broader 

agenda of the forum. 

 

Proposals should contain the following: 1) a synopsis of the forum, including a clear statement of 

its originality and significance; 2) a list of contributors; 3) a brief abstract of each author’s 

contribution, and an indication as to whether they have confirmed their involvement; 4) timeline 

for submission. 

 

SUBMISSION AND REVIEW PROCESS 

• Forums should not exceed 15,000 words total including footnotes and a 
common bibliography. 

• Forums should be submitted as a single document. All the pieces must be 

assembled in their preferred order and a common bibliography must be 

developed. 

• As forums are intended to provide space to develop and explore new scholarly terrain 

or current activist or policy debates, they are reviewed through a single-blind process. 

Authors’ identities are known to the reviewers, who are selected in part for their 

familiarity with the nature and purpose of a JPN forum. Reviewers will assess the 

overall forum but also individual contributions and may recommend revision or 

rejection of the full manuscript and/or any of its component parts. 

• JPN Editors are committed to inclusion and diversity, and therefore expect those who 

submit forums to ensure broad inclusiveness in their contributors where possible, 

especially as it relates to gender and to participation of authors/participants from the 

Global South. 

 

 


