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Moving beyond deeply ingrained orientalist and postcolonial paradigms, this series provides a platform for cross-regional, 
multidisciplinary and longue durée approaches to the cultural history of the Mediterranean, one of the richest and most dynamic 
intercultural meeting places in the world. Cultural Interactions in the Mediterranean hosts edited volumes and monographs that 
focus on the connected histories of all those cultures that shaped their identities on both commonalities and differences with 
others in this region.
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Empires of the Sea
Maritime Power Networks in World History

 
 
 
Edited by Rolf Strootman, Utrecht University,  
Floris van den Eijnde, Utrecht University, and Roy van Wijk

Empires of the Sea brings together studies of maritime empires 
from the Bronze Age to the Eighteenth Century. The volume 
aims to establish maritime empires as a category for the 
(comparative) study of premodern empires, and from a partly 
‘non-western’ perspective. 
The book includes contributions on Mycenaean sea power, 
Classical Athens, the ancient Thebans, Ptolemaic Egypt, The 
Genoese Empire, power networks of the Vikings, the medieval 
Danish Empire, the Baltic empire of Ancien Régime Sweden, 
the early modern Indian Ocean, the Melaka Empire, the (non-
European aspects of the) Portuguese Empire and Dutch East 
India Company, and the Pirates of Caribbean.

READERSHIP: Anyone concerned with World History, and 
specifically those interested in maritime history and the 
comparative study of empires.

Roman Turdetania
Romanization, Identity and Socio-Cultural 
Interaction in the South of the Iberian 
Peninsula between the 4th and 1st centuries BCE

 
Edited by Gonzalo Cruz Andreotti, University of Malaga

 

Roman Turdetania makes use of the literary and archeological 
sources to provide an updated state of knowledge from a 
postcolonial approach about the socio-cultural interaction 
processes and the subsequent romanisation of the populations 
in the southern Iberian Peninsula from the 4th to the 1st 
centuries BCE. The resulting communities shaped a new 
identity, hybrid and converging, resulting from the previous 
Phoenician–Punic substrate vigorously coexisting with the 
new Hellenistic-Roman imprint.

READERSHIP: Graduated and PhD students, academicians, 
specialists and all interested in Roman History, provinces and 
imperialism, as well as in phenomena of cultural interaction 
and aculturation from a postcolonial perspective.
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Round Trip to Hades in 
the Eastern Mediterranean 
Tradition
Visits to the Underworld from 
Antiquity to Byzantium
Edited by Gunnel Ekroth, Uppsala University, and 
Ingela Nilsson, Uppsala University

 

Round Trip to Hades in the Eastern Mediterranean 
Tradition explores how the theme of visiting the 
Underworld and returning alive has been treated, 
transmitted and transformed in the ancient Greek 
and Byzantine traditions. The journey was usually 
a descent (katabasis) into a dark and dull place, 
where forgetfulness and punishment reigned, but 
since ‘everyone’ was there, it was also a place that 
offered opportunities to meet people and socialize. 
Famous Classical round trips to Hades include those 
undertaken by Odysseus and Aeneas, but this pagan 
topic also caught the interest of Christian writers. 
The contributions of the present volume allow the 
reader to follow the passage from pagan to Christian 
representations of Hades–a passage that may seem 
surprisingly effortless.

READERSHIP: All interested in the perception of 
Hades and the realm of the dead as well as the 
continuity and change between the pagan Classical 
and Christian Byzantine cultures.

Imagining Emperors 
in the 
Later Roman Empire

 
 
Edited by Diederik W.P. Burgersdijk, Radboud 
University, Nijmegen, and Alan J. Ross, University 
of Southampton

Imagining Emperors in the Later Roman Empire offers 
new analysis of the textual depictions of a series of 
emperors in the fourth century within overlapping 
historical, religious, and literary contexts. Drawing 
on the recent Representational Turn in the study of 
imperial power, these essays examine how literary 
authors working in various genres, both Latin and 
Greek, and of differing religious affiliations construct 
and manipulate the depiction of a series of emperors 
from the late third to the late fourth centuries CE.  
In a move away from traditional source criticism, this 
volume opens up new methodological approaches to 
chart intellectual and literary history during a critical 
century for the ancient Mediterranean world.

READERSHIP: Academics from senior 
undergraduates to faculty members in Classical 
Languages and Literatures; ancient history; and Late-
Antique studies.
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Call for Manuscripts

For the scope, and more general information on the series 
Cultural Interactions in the Mediterranean, visit our website at 
brill.com/cim. For sending your proposal, or submitting manuscripts 
for the series, please contact Brill’s Assistant Editor Classical Studies, 
Giulia Moriconi at moriconi@brill.com.


