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Scope 
 

Polis was founded in 1977 to provide a forum for publication to scholars specializing in what was 

then a neglected sub-field – ancient Greek political thought. More recently, Polis has expanded its 

coverage to include Hellenistic and Roman political thought. Over the years Polis evolved into a 

fully-fledged academic journal that publishes material of interest to those who study ancient 

Greek and Roman political thought broadly understood, whether they do so as classicists, ancient 

historians, philosophers, intellectual historians, or political scientists. Polis also welcomes articles 

on the reception of ancient Greek and Roman political thought in Europe, America, or elsewhere. 

Since its inception the journal speaks for no particular perspective or methodology and it is 

devoted to the publication of original papers, even though extensive literature reviews, critiques of 

contemporary research, and review essays are also included. All submissions are sent to two 

referees and normally an editorial decision is taken within 3 months from the time of submission. 

Polis publishes contributions written in English, French and German. The views and opinions 

expressed in peer-reviewed articles published in Polis are those of the authors and do not reflect 

the position of the journal. Polis appears in three issues per annual volume. 

 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 
 

The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 

behaviour for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, 

editors, and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, 

which may be downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance. 

 

Online Submission 
 

Polis uses online submission.  Authors should submit their manuscript online via the Editorial 

Manager (EM) online submission system at: editorialmanager.com/agpt. First-time users of EM 

need to register first.  Go to the website and click on the ‘Register Now’ link in the login menu. 

Enter the information requested.  

 

When you register, select e-mail as your preferred method of contact. Upon successful registration, 

you will receive an e-mail message containing your Username and Password. If you should forget 

your Username and Password, click on the ‘Send Username/Password’ link in the login section, 

and enter your first name, last name and e-mail address exactly as you had entered it when you 

registered. Your access codes will then be e-mailed to you. Prior to submission, authors are 

encouraged to read the ‘Instructions for Authors’. When submitting via the website, you will be 

guided stepwise through the creation and uploading of the various files. A revised document is  
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uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system automatically generates an 

electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes.  

 

All correspondence, including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail. 

 

Double-anonymous Peer Review and Desk Rejections 
Polis uses a double-anonymous peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) do 

not know who the reviewers are, and that reviewers do not know the names of the author(s). 

When you submit your article via Editorial Manager, you will be asked to submit a separate title 

page that includes the full title of the manuscript, the names and complete contact details of all 

authors, and the abstract and keyword texts. This page will not be accessible to the referees. All 

other files (manuscript, figures, tables, etc.) should not contain any information concerning author 

names, institutions, etc. The names of these files and the document properties should also be 

anonymised.  

 

Polis also makes use of the process of ‘desk rejection’. If, in the opinion of a Polis editor, an article 

is either unsuited for publication in Polis (for instance, because it falls outside of the scope of the 

journal) or is not ready for peer review (for instance, because it neglects to make reference to 

contemporary scholarship on its topic), Polis will promptly alert the author that the article has 

been rejected and will not undergo peer review. Authors whose papers undergo ‘desk rejection’ 

will be alerted within one month (if not sooner) after submission, so that the author can promptly 

submit the article to a more suitable journal.  

 

Contact Address 
For any questions or problems relating to your manuscript please contact the Editor, Thornton 

Lockwood (thorntonlockwood@gmail.com). For questions about Editorial Manager, authors can 

also contact the Brill EM Support Department at: support-em@brill.com. 

 

Submission Requirements 
 

Language 
The contribution should be written in English, French, or German. The author is responsible for 

correct use of the language chosen. Poor grammar, syntax, and command of idiom compromise 

the attention that a referee is able to pay to the content and argument in an article. Poorly 

expressed articles will be returned to the author for correction. Non-native speakers are therefore 

urged in the strongest possible terms to have their contribution corrected by a competent native 

speaker before submission. The Editor can supply the contact details of freelance professionals 

who perform this service. The author will be responsible for all expenses incurred. Contributions 

in French or German must be accompanied by a title, an abstract, and keywords in English as well  
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as in the original language. 

 

Length 
A contribution to Polis should be no less than 6,500 words and up to 10,000 words. This  

number of words includes footnotes, bibliography, etc.  

 

Manuscript Structure 
 

Authors should eliminate all track changes or editing information from the manuscript and place 

all text in Times New Roman Font, the body of the text in 12-point font, all footnotes in 12-point 

font, and all Greek text in a Unicode font (e.g., New Athena).  Manuscripts must be formatted with 

wide margins (2.54 cm or 1 inch); all matter, including quotations and footnotes, should be double-

spaced. Authors are welcome to include acknowledgements in submissions accepted for 

publication, but they should be placed in a footnote at the very conclusion of the article.  

 

Peer-reviewed manuscripts should remove all references to the author or personal 

acknowledgments that could lead a reviewer to determine the author’s identity; such references 

can be added to articles accepted for publication. Polis’ Editorial Management system will also 

require that authors submit an abstract (under 150 words) and 3–6 English keywords, which will 

be automatically incorporated into the Referee’s anonymized copy.  

 

Headings 
Contributions may be subdivided into sections, headed by titles.  

The First Level Heading 

(bold and italics – not centred) 

The Second Level Heading 

(italics – not centred) 

 

All paragraphs, excluding the first, should be indented, without any extra space between them. 

 

Footnotes 
In editing footnote text, authors should use the standard footnote functions provided by their text-

processor. Footnotes should be in 12-point font and should be numbered with superscript Arabic 

numbers. Punctuation marks, if present, should precede the number. Please do not attach a 

footnote to the title of the article. For accepted submissions, acknowledgements can be expressed 

in a footnote at the end of the article.  

 

All publications referred to in the contribution should be listed in the footnotes only. No separate 

bibliography section should be attached. Internal references, i.e. to page numbers in the  
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contribution, are not allowed. Internal references commencing with ibidem (ibid.), opere citatio 

(op. cit.), et cetera, are not allowed. The first instance in which a work is cited should provide a full 

citation and subsequent citations should cite an abbreviated citation (see below).  

 

Citation Format 
Classical Texts 
Where a Classical text is referred to frequently, or is cited in a footnote, authors should follow the 

abbreviations in the Oxford Classical Dictionary (OCD) (4th edition) for Classical texts and ancient 

authors available at this URL: 

classics.oxfordre.com/staticfiles/images/ORECLA/OCD.ABBREVIATIONS.pdf. 

 

Individual references to a single passage should be inserted within the manuscript parenthetically, 

rather than with individual footnotes. Where references are used that do not appear in the Oxford 
Classical Dictionary (e.g. papyri, inscriptions etc.), authors should state which work of reference 

they are drawing upon for their abbreviations (e.g. SEG, Claros, etc.). 

 

When citing a range of chapters or pages, use an en dash (–) rather than a hyphen (-).  

 

Arabic numerals should be used for all textual divisions (e.g. book numbers, chapter numbers etc.) 

of ancient texts and should exclude spaces, for example:  

 

Thuc. 2.23.2 

 

Exceptions are made for textual divisions of Plato and Aristotle, for which authors may use any of 

the following styles so long as they are internally consistent: 

 

1.Aristotle 

Arist. Eth. Nic. 1.7.1096a3–5 

Arist. Eth. Nic. 1096a3–5  

Arist. Eth. Nic. 1.7  

 

2. Plato 
Pl. Resp. 1.336b1–d4  

Pl. Resp. 1.336bd  

 

Books 
For the first citation of a book, provide a full citation as per this example in the relevant footnote: 
 

J. Atkins, Roman Political Thought (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2018), pp. 205–208.  

https://classics.oxfordre.com/staticfiles/images/ORECLA/OCD.ABBREVIATIONS.pdf
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Subsequent citations to the same book should be as per this example: 

 

Atkins, Roman Political Thought [or some such abbreviation of the title], p. 140.  

 

Chapter in Edited Book 
For the first citation of a chapter in an edited book, provide a full citation as per this example: 

 

A. Saxonhouse, ‘Foundings vs. Constitutions: Ancient Tragedy and the Origins of Political 

Community’, in S.G. Salkever (ed.), The Cambridge Companion to Greek Political Theory 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009), pp. 42–64, at p. 51.  

 

Subsequent citations to the same book chapter should be as per this example: 

 

Saxonhouse, ‘Foundings vs. Constitutions’, p. 57. 

 

Journal Articles 

For the first citation of a journal article, provide a full citation as per this example: 

 

D. Allen, ‘Platonic Quandaries: Recent Scholarship on Plato’, Annual Review of Political Science 9 

(2006), pp. 127–141, at p. 135.  

 

Subsequent citations to the same journal article should be as per this example: 

 

Allen, ‘Platonic Quandaries’, p. 139.  

 

Newspaper/ Magazine Articles 
Physical Copy 

For the first citation of a newspaper/magazine article, provide a full citation as per this example: 

 

M. Syed, 'Faster, Higher, Longer: the Ancient Olympic Games', The Times (Jul. 27, 2011), p. 14. 

 

Subsequent citations to the same newspaper/magazine article should be as per this example: 

Syed, 'Faster, Higher, Longer', p. 14. 

 

Online 

For the first citation of an online newspaper/magazine article, provide a full citation as per this 

example: 

 

K. Cooper, 'How ancient Greek Philosophy could help improve social care today', The 

Guardian (Sep. 28, 2011). 
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Subsequent citations to the same newspaper/magazine article should be as per this example: 

 

Cooper, 'Greek Philosophy'. 

 

Social Media 
References to social media (Twitter, Facebook et cetera) should provide a full citation and should 

include the date of access and URL at the end of the reference, as per this example: 

 

sententiaeantiquae (Jan. 16, 2017), Tweet, retrieved Apr. 11, 2021 

from https://twitter.com/sentantiq/status/820974329110429696. 

 
Websites 
References to websites should include the title of the webpage (and include details if the content 

is part of a greater whole) followed by the date of access and the URL, as per this example: 

 

R. Kraut, ‘Plato’, Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy (2017). Retrieved Dec. 20, 2019 from 

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/plato/. 

 

Quotations 
Quotations of prose text longer than three lines and of poetic text longer than two lines should be 

preceded and followed by a blank line and should be indented, and for poetry set on separate 

lines. New paragraphs following lengthy quotations should not be indented. 

 

Quotations from modern authors should be marked by single quotation marks (‘…’). In the case of 

quotations of single words or short phrases, the end quotation mark should precede a punctuation 

mark, as per the following example: 

 

In each case manuscripts show confusion between singular ‘son of Atreus’, obviously meaning 

Agamemnon, and the metrically equivalent plural ‘sons of Atreus’. 

 

For quotations within quotations, double quotation marks (“…”) should be used, as per the 

following example: 

 

Jones observes that ‘the inscription’s stipulation for “all sacrificial meat to be sacred” was carved in 

an erasure’. 

 

Closing parentheses should precede punctuation marks, except when a whole sentence (or more) 

is in parentheses, as per the following example: 

 

https://twitter.com/sentantiq/status/820974329110429696
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/plato/
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… where his standard role is that of the saviour (e.g. Aeschylus’ Prometheus Unbound), (This  

interpretation does not preclude Aetolus being an Aetolian personage whom the Eleans then  

adopted for the purpose West suggests.) … 

 

Emphasis should be given to individual words by italicising them, rather than placing them in 

single quotes.  

 

Long quotations of ancient Greek and Latin texts (either in parallel with an English translation or 

inserted into footnotes) should be avoided unless required to substantiate the argument. Where 

ancient Greek words and phrases are transliterated and/or Latin words and phrases are used, they 

should be italicized. For Greek, authors should also mark long vowels with a macron (e.g. 

psēphos); this is optional for Latin text (please include if deemed essential for meaning/ 

argument). 

 

Book Reviews 
 

Polis publishes scholarly book reviews on works within its scope. Although reviews are normally 

assigned by the book review editor, competent reviewers are welcome to self-nominate to the 

book review editor, Matt Simonton (Matt.Simonton@asu.edu). The book review editor takes 

responsibility for obtaining a review copy for the reviewer. 

 

Book reviews should follow the instructions for authors above concerning citations, punctuation, 

and formatting. Book reviews should be approximately 1250–1750 words in length, although with 

the book review editor’s approval, Polis will publish longer reviews (up to 5,000 words) as Review 

Articles. (Reviewers must seek the editor’s approval before submitting a Review Article.) In either 

case, reviewers should submit their reviews within six months of receipt of the review copy.  

 

The head of book reviews should be formatted according to the following example: 

 

Julia Annas, (2017) Virtue and Law in Plato and Beyond. Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press. 

vi + 234 pp. $45.00. ISBN 9780198755746 (hbk). 

 

The reviewer’s information should be provided at the end of the review according to the following 

example: 

 

Zina Hitz 

St. John’s College (Annapolis) 

Email address 
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Reviews that fail to abide by the instructions for authors or the formatting guidelines above will be 

returned to reviewers for revision. 

 

Publication 
 

Proofs 
After an article is accepted but before it goes into production for publication, it will be copy-edited 

in house in accord with these instructions. Any points of confusion or correction raised by the 

copy-editor need to be addressed promptly or the article’s publication may be postponed. 

Following the submission of the copy-edited version of the article, Brill will send the author a PDF 

of the article proofs to check carefully for factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible 

for checking these proofs and are strongly urged to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar 

to note their corrections directly on the proofs.  At this stage in the production process only minor 

corrections are allowed. Alterations to the original manuscript at this stage will result in 

considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are not accepted unless charged to the author. 

Proofs should be returned promptly to Thornton Lockwood, Editor of Polis. 

 

Final Submission Guidelines 
All manuscripts accepted for publication must follow this Polis style guide for consistency in: 

punctuation, citation format, footnotes (rather than endnotes), etc. Abiding by these guidelines is 

the author’s responsibility. Manuscripts that fail to abide by them will be returned to the author 

and not published until they abide by the guidelines. 

 

For each article, include at the beginning the following information (article title, author 

information, abstract, keywords) in the format of the attached example below.   

 

Political, all too political. Again on Protagoras’ myth in its intellectual context 

 

Mauro Bonazzi |ORCID: XXXX-XXXX-XXXX-XXXX 

Full Professor, Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies, 

Utrecht University, The Netherlands 

m.bonazzi@uu.nl 

 

Abstract 

The paper argues for an analytic interpretation of Protagoras’ myth in Plato’s dialogue by showing 

that its goal is not so much to reconstruct the origins of civilization as to identify some essential 

features of humankind. Against the widespread opinion that human  progress depends on the 

development of technai, Protagoras claims that political art is the most important one, insofar as it 

is the condition for the existence of society. More concretely, the emphasis on the political art also 
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serves to bring light to what is distinctive of Protagoras as opposed to the other sophists and poets. 

As clearly shown in the dialogue, Protagoras can thus present himself as the only teacher who is 

capable of imparting the teachings suited to the needs of the new world of the polis. 

 

Keywords 

Protagoras – Sophists – Plato – Greek Political thought 

 

E-Offprints 
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. 

Brill is a RoMEO yellow publisher. The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-

peer-review) version of the article at any time. The submitted version of an article is the author's 

version that has not been peer-reviewed, nor had any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting 

or copy editing). The Author retains the right to self-archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version 

without any embargo period. The accepted version means the version which has been accepted 

for publication and contains all revisions made after peer reviewing and copy editing, but has not 

yet been typeset in the publisher’s lay-out. The publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any 

repository or on any website (brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-

rights).  

 

License to Publish 
 

Copyright and License to Publish 
By submitting a manuscript, the author warrants and represents that they are the sole author and 

owner of the Contribution and the copyright thereof, and will grant Brill the exclusive and 

irrevocable license to publish their contribution by signing a License to Publish form. 

 

Open Access 
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access they can choose the Brill Open 

option. This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license 

in exchange for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open License to 

Publish form. More information on Brill Open can be found on brill.com/brillopen.  
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