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Scope 
 

The African Journal of Legal Studies (AJLS) is a peer-reviewed and interdisciplinary academic journal 

focusing on human rights and rule of law issues in Africa as analyzed by lawyers, economists, political 

scientists and others drawn from throughout the continent and the world. The journal, which was 

established by the Africa Law Institute and is now co-published in collaboration with Martinus Nijhoff 

Publishers (an imprint of Brill), aims to serve as the leading forum for the thoughtful and scholarly 

engagement of a broad range of complex issues at the intersection of law, public policy and social 

change in Africa.  AJLS places emphasis on presenting a diversity of perspectives on fundamental, long-

term, systemic problems of human rights and governance, as well as emerging issues, and possible 

solutions to them. Towards this end, AJLS encourages critical reflections that are based on empirical 

observations and experience as well as theoretical and multi-disciplinary approaches.  It is hoped that 

articles appearing in the journal will influence public policy in Africa by providing original, useful and 

timely critiques of legislation, judicial decisions, law reform and other domestic and foreign policy 

measures that impact on the daily lives of ordinary Africans. In addition to articles, the journal welcomes 

reports on recent human rights and governance-related conferences, workshops and seminars as well as 

books for review and lists of recent publications.  

 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 
 

The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 

behavior for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, editors, 

and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, which may be 

downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance. 

 

Online Submission 
 

AJLS uses online submission only. Authors should submit their manuscript online via the Editorial 

Manager (EM) online submission system at: editorialmanager.com/ajls. First-time users of EM need to 

register first. Go to the website and click on the "Register Now" link in the login menu. Enter the 

information requested. During registration, you can fill in your username and password.. If you should 

forget your Username and Password, click on the "send login details" link in the login section, and enter 

your e-mail address exactly as you entered it when you registered. Your access codes will then be e-

mailed to you. 

Prior to submission, authors are encouraged to read the “Instructions to Authors.” When submitting via 

the website, you will be guided stepwise through the creation and uploading of the various files. 

https://brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance
http://www.editorialmanager.com/ajls


African Journal of Legal Studies 
brill.com/ajls 

 
Instructions for Authors  

Last revised on 9 June 2022   page 2 of 6 

A revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system automatically 

generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All correspondence, 

including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail. 

 

Double-blinded Peer Review 
To maintain the highest scholarly standards possible, all manuscripts received by AJLS are reviewed in 

two stages. During the first stage, the Editor-in-Chief and at least one other editor review the article. If 

the submission is found to be of publication quality, it will then go on to the second stage. The 

manuscript is sent out to a member of the Editorial board and or an (additional) external expert in the 

subject area of the manuscript.  

AJLS uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) do not know who 

the reviewers are, and that reviewers do not know the names of the author(s). When you submit your 

article via Editorial Manager, you will be asked to submit a separate title page that includes the full title 

of the manuscript, the names and complete contact details of all authors, the abstract, keywords, and 

any acknowledgement texts. Also submit the biographical note as a separate file. These two files will not 

be accessible to the referees. All other files (manuscript, figures, tables, etc.) should not contain any 

information concerning author names, institutions, etc. The names of these files and the document 

properties should also be anonymized.  

 

File Format 
Please upload source files such as .doc, and not .pdf files.  

 

Contact Address 
For any questions or problems relating to your manuscript please contact the Editor at: 

oseitutu.ajls@gmail.com. For eventual questions about Editorial Manager, authors can also contact the 

Brill EM Support Department at: support-em@brill.com. 

 

Submission Requirements 
 

Types of Submissions 
The African Journal of Legal Studies welcomes unsolicited articles, notes and book reviews related to 

human rights and the rule of law in Africa. The focus of AJLS is on the interplay between law, public 

policy and social change in Africa. Although manuscripts are scheduled to be published in two major 

issues each year (Spring and Fall), to ensure timely commentary on major legal developments with 

significant implications for Africa, AJLS hopes to periodically publish one or two shorter articles in a 

periodic supplement that will be posted online at our website.  

 

 

mailto:oseitutu.ajls@gmail.com
mailto:support-em@brill.com
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Language  

Manuscripts should be written in English. Spelling (British or American) should be consistent 
throughout. 

 

Length 
Articles should normally range between 5,000 and 10,000 words. Book reviews and Notes should in 

general not exceed 2,000 words.  

 

Bibliographical Note 
All authors must submit a short bibliographic note (no more than 50 words) outlining educational 

qualifications, institutional affiliation, current research interests, and where applicable, major 

publications and conference presentations.  

 

Manuscript Structure 
 

All manuscripts should be in Times New Roman 12 point font, doubled-spaced, with footnotes numbered 

consecutively. The document must be formatted with wide margins throughout. 

 

Affiliation 
When submitting papers, an affiliation should be placed under each author’s name.  

 

Abstract and Keywords 
Papers should be preceded by a separate abstract, no longer than 200 words and 3–8 keywords. The 

abstract should contain no footnotes.  

 

Headings 
Please follow the following format:  

1  The First Level Heading 

 

1.1  The Second Level Heading 

 

1.3.1  The Third Level Heading 

 

References 
The Journal uses footnotes, and not endnotes. Footnotes should be typed in sequence at the end of the 

paper. They should be double spaced. The first reference to journals and other sources should be typed 

out in full and be as complete as possible.  Authors are responsible for ensuring the accuracy of their 

footnotes.  
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To ensure consistency, all articles must conform to the Oxford Standard Citation of Legal Authorities 

(OSCOLA). Produced by the Faculty of Law at the University of Oxford, OSCOLA is an open system of 

citation and style guide for use in legal writing, covering, inter alia, abbreviation, punctuation, cross-

referencing, headings, etc. The Fourth Edition of OSCOLA is available online free of charge in two 

versions: the complete guide as well as the abbreviated version. Both can be downloaded in Portable 

Document Format from denning.law.ox.ac.uk/published/oscola.shtml. The journal will not consider 

manuscripts that do not conform to OSCOLA standards.  

The first time all references should be as complete as possible. At the end of journal references, please 

also insert the DOI number, whenever available.  

Ibid., as an abbreviation for ibidem may be used for a second footnote identical to the one above. 

Supra note should be used after if the original reference has already been given above, in the form: supra 

note X, p. x. 

 

Law Cases 

Person v Person 

 

Journal Article 

A Author, ‘The title of the journal article’ (2022) 70(1) Journal Title 1-10. 

 

Book:  

A Author, The Title of the Book (2nd ed., Publisher, Place 2022) 1-21. 

 

Edited Book: 

A Author and B Author, ‘The title of the chapter in the book’ in A Author and B Author (eds), The Title of 

the Edited Volume (Brill, Leiden 2022). 

 

Conference Proceedings:  

A Author, B Author, and C Author, ‘The title of the article’ in Proceedings of the Xth International 

Conference on Something —TITLE ‘2022 (City, xx-xx 2022). 

 

PhD (MSc, etc.) Thesis:  

A  Author, ‘The Title of the Thesis’, (MSc Thesis, University 2022). 

 

Abbreviations 
Any abbreviations used, which should comply with national or international legal practice, should be 

placed in brackets after the first use of the full title and then used consistently thereafter. 

 

 

 

http://denning.law.ox.ac.uk/published/oscola.shtml
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Figures 
The figure files for line drawings and maps should be submitted as separate source files, as .jpg, .eps, at 

the size appropriate for the typesetting area of the journal, and at a high resolution between 300 and 600 

dpi. Lettering within the figures should not be smaller than corps 9. Figures in the journal are printed in 

black and white. 

 

Tables 
Tables should be submitted on separate sheets.  

 

Publication 
 

Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to each author by e-mail to check carefully for 

factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are strongly urged 

to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the proofs.  At this 

stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to the original 

manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are not accepted 

unless charged to the author. Proof corrections should be sent within one week by e-mail to the Journal 

Manager. 

 

Offprints 
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. Brill 

is a RoMEO yellow publisher. The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-review) 

version of the article at any time. The submitted version of an article is the author's version that has not 

been peer-reviewed, nor had any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). The 

Author retains the right to self-archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version without any embargo 

period. The accepted version means the version which has been accepted for publication and contains 

all revisions made after peer reviewing and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the publisher’s 

lay-out. The publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any repository or on any website 

(brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights). 

 

License to Publish 
 

Transfer of Copyright 
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the 

publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to sign 

the License to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript. 

 

http://www.brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights
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Open Access 
In case the author wishes to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option, 

which allows for a non-exclusive Open Access publication in exchange for an Article Publishing Fee, and 

sign a special Brill Open Consent to Publish. More information on Brill Open can be found on 

brill.com/brillopen. 

http://www.brill.com/brillopen

