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Scope 
 

The Asian Journal of Social Science (AJSS) is a principal outlet for scholarly articles on Asian societies 

published by the Department of Sociology, National University of Singapore. AJSS provides a unique 

forum for theoretical debates and empirical analyses that move away from narrow disciplinary focus. It 

is committed to comparative research and articles that speak to cases beyond the traditional concerns of 

area and single-country studies. AJSS strongly encourages transdisciplinary analysis of contemporary and 

historical social change in Asia by offering a meeting space for international scholars across the social 

sciences, including anthropology, cultural studies, economics, geography, history, political science, 

psychology, and sociology. AJSS also welcomes humanities-oriented articles that speak to pertinent 

social issues. AJSS publishes internationally peer-reviewed research articles, special thematic issues and 

shorter symposiums. AJSS also publishes book reviews and review essays of works published in various 

languages, research notes on Asian societies, and short essays of special interest to students of the region.  

 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 
 

The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 

behavior for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, editors, 

and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, which may be 

downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance. 

 

Online Submission 
 

AJSS now uses online submission only. Authors should submit their manuscript online via the Editorial 

Manager (EM) online submission system at: editorialmanager.com/ajss. First-time users of EM need to 

register first. Go to the website and click on the "Register Now" link in the login menu. Enter the 

information requested. During registration, you can fill in your username and password. If you should 

forget this username and password, click on the "send login details" link in the login section, and enter 

your e-mail address exactly as you entered it when you registered. Your access codes will then be e-

mailed to you. 

Prior to submission, authors are encouraged to read the ‘Instructions to Authors’. When submitting via 

the website, you will be guided stepwise through the creation and uploading of the various files. 

A revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system automatically 

generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All correspondence, 

including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail.  

 

Double-blinded Peer Review  

AJSS uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) do not know who 
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the reviewers are, and that reviewers do not know the names of the author(s). When you submit your 

article via Editorial Manager, you will be asked to submit a separate title page which includes the full 

title of the manuscript, the names and complete contact details of all authors, the abstract, the keywords, 

and any acknowledgement texts. This page will not be accessible to the referees. All other files 

(manuscript, figures, tables, etc.) should not contain any information concerning author names, 

institutions, etc. The names of these files and the document properties should also be anonymized.  

 

File Format 
Please upload source files such as .doc, and not .pdf files.  

 

Contact Address 
For any questions or problems relating to your manuscript please contact: ajss@nus.edu.sg. For eventual 

questions about Editorial Manager, authors can also contact the Brill EM Support Department at: 

em@brill.com.  

 

Submission Requirements 
 

The Editors are responsible for the selection and acceptance of articles, but responsibility for opinions 

expressed in them rests with the authors.  

 

Language 
Manuscripts should be written in English. Spelling (British or American) should be consistent 

throughout.  

 

Manuscript Length  

Manuscripts submitted for publication in the journal must comply with the following: articles should be 

between 6,000 to 9,000 words (including text, notes, and references); review essays, between 3,000 to 

8,000 words and book reviews, between 800 to 1,000 words.  

 

Manuscript Structure 
 

Manuscripts must be double-spaced with wide margins. 

The manuscript should be submitted as two files. The tile page should contain the title, followed by the 

author(s)’ name(s), title, affiliation and e-mail address(es), the abstract, keywords, and any 

acknowledgement texts. This should be followed by a brief biographical note and research interests, 

recent publications.  

The second file should contain the manuscript, starting with the title, abstract, keywords, text and 

bibliography.  
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Abstract and Keywords 
An abstract of 100-150 words should accompany papers, as well as up to five or six keywords.  

 

Footnotes 
Notes should be kept to a minimum and numbered consecutively throughout the article. Notes should 

be included as footnotes, and not as endnotes.  

 

References in the Text 
All source references are to be identified at the appropriate point in the text by the last name of the 

author, year of publication and pagination where needed. Identify subsequent citations of the same 

source in the same way as the first. Examples follow: 

− If author’s name is in the text, follow it with year in parentheses, e.g., Wong (1986). 

− If author’s name is not in the text, insert, in parentheses, the last name and year, e.g., (Duncan, 

1986). 

− Pagination follows year of publication after a colon, e.g., James (1979:56). 

− Give both last names for two authors. Give all last names on first citation in text for more than 

two authors; thereafter use “et al.” in the text. When two authors have the same last names, use 

identifying initials in the text. For institutional authorship, supply minimum identification from 

the beginning of the complete citation, e.g., (Malaysia, Department of Statistics, 1975). 

− Separate series of references with semi-colons and enclose them within a single pair of 

parentheses, e.g., (Edwards, 1981; Lee et al., 1983).  

 

Reference List 
List all items alphabetically by author and, within author, by year of publication, in an appendix, entitled 

“References”. The use of “et al.” is not accepted in the appendix; list the names of all authors using full 

first names. 

If there is more than one reference to the same author and year, distinguish them by the letters a, b, etc. 

after the year (2013a). The first letter of each word in an article title should be capitalized. The titles of 

books and journals should be in italics. Examples follow: 

− Cramer, James A., ed. (1978) Preventing Crime. Beverly Hills: Sage Publications. 

− Abraham, Itty (1996) “Science and Power in the Postcolonial State”, Alternatives 21(3): 321-339. 

− Godelier, Maurice (1970) “System, Structure and Contradiction in Das Kapital”, in Michael Lane, 

ed., Structuralism. A Reader. London: Jonathan Cape, pp. 340-58. 

At the end of journal references, please also insert the DOI number, whenever available.  

 

Figures 
All charts, maps and illustrations should be called “figures” and numbered consecutively; the number 

and title should be placed above the figure. Initial capitals should be used.  
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All figures and tables must be cited consecutively in the text.  

Figures should be submitted as separate source files in .eps, .tif, or .jpg format, in a size suitable for the 

typesetting area of the journal. The resolution of these files should be at least 300 dpi for half-tone 

figures, and 600 dpi for line drawings. Number the files, and indicate in the manuscript where they are to 

appear (Fig. 1 here). All figures should be in black and white. 

The text in a figure must be legible, and should not be smaller than corps 7. The size of this lettering for 

any text in a figure should be the same for all figures in the manuscript.  

 

Publication 
 

Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to the author by e-mail to check carefully for 

factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are strongly urged 

to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the proofs. At this 

stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to the original 

manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are not accepted 

unless charged to the author. Proofs should be returned to the Editor. 

 

E-Offprints 

A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. Brill 

is a RoMEO yellow publisher. The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-review) 

version of the article at any time. The submitted version of an article is the author's version that has not 

been peer-reviewed, nor had any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). The 

Author retains the right to self-archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version after an embargo period of 

12 months. The accepted version means the version which has been accepted for publication and 

contains all revisions made after peer reviewing and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the 

publisher’s lay-out. The publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any repository or on any 

website (brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights). 

 

Consent to Publish 
 

Transfer of Copyright 
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the 

publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to sign 

the Consent to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript.  
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Open Access 

Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option. 

This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange 

for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form. 

More information on Brill Open can be found on brill.com/brillopen. 
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