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Scope 
 

Established in 1965, the Journal of Belarusian Studies (BELA) is the oldest English-language scholarly 

periodical on Belarusian studies in the world. It aims to promote interdisciplinary exchange between 

scholars in all major fields of Belarusian studies. The substantive focus of the peer-reviewed journal is on 

Belarusian society, particularly on societal and cultural change. The Journal invites submissions of 

articles and book reviews in all fields of Belarusian studies, including articles on Belarusian literature, 

linguistics, foreign relations, civil society, history and art, as well as book reviews. The journal is indexed 

by SCOPUS, EBSCO, ERIH PLUS, Google Scholar and other major databases. 

 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 

 

The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 

behavior for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, editors, 

and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, which may be 

downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance. 

 

Online Submission 

BELA uses online submission only. Authors should submit their manuscript online via the Editorial 

Manager (EM) online submission system at: editorialmanager.com/bela.  

First-time users of EM need to register first. Go to the website and click on the "Register Now" link in the 

login menu. Enter the information requested. During registration, you can fill in your username and 

password. If you should forget this username and password, click on the "send login details" link in the 

login section, and enter your e-mail address exactly as you entered it when you registered. Your access 

codes will then be e-mailed to you. 

Prior to submission, authors are encouraged to read the ‘Instructions for Authors’. When submitting via 

the website, you will be guided stepwise through the creation and uploading of the various files. 

A revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system automatically 

generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All correspondence, 

including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail. 

 

Double-blind Peer Review 
BELA uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) do not know who 

the reviewers are and that reviewers do not know the names of the author(s).  

When you submit your article, you will be asked to submit a separate title page that includes the full title 

of the manuscript, the names and complete contact details of all authors, abstract, keywords, and 

acknowledgement texts. This page will not be accessible to the referees. All other files (manuscript, 

https://brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance
http://www.editorialmanager.com/bela
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figures, tables, etc.) should not contain any information concerning author names, institutions, etc. The 

names of these files and the document properties should also be anonymized.  

 

Contact Address 
For any questions or problems relating to your manuscript, please contact the Editor in Chief, Prof. 

Yaraslau Kryvoi, at: editor@belarusjournal.com. For questions about Editorial Manager, authors can also 

contact the Brill EM Support Department: em@brill.com.  

 

Submission Requirements 
 

Language 
BELA publishes articles in English. Contributions should be grammatically correct and in good literary 

style. All spelling should be consistent. 

 

Font 
12-point Times New Roman that come with Microsoft Word, full justification, and 1.5 line-spacing. 

Paragraph indentation (use tab): 1.25 cm, except at the beginning of the article, and after new headings. 

 

Unicode and Non-Roman Fonts 
For extended characters, authors should ensure that they use a Unicode-friendly font such as the Brill 

(brill.com/about/brill-fonts). 

If you have any questions about fonts or any other issue, please contact the editor. 

 

Transliteration 
Belarusian place names and personal names are to be transliterated by the system set out at:  

(The Roman alphabet transliteration of Belarusian geographical names) 

unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/ungegn/docs/10th-uncsgn-

docs/crp/E_CONF.101_CRP2_The%20Roman%20alphabet%20transliteration.pdf. 

 

Transliterating Cyrillic in Languages Other than Belarusian 
For Russian use the Library of Congress system modified by omitting the ligatures over “ts,” “iu” and “ia,” 

removing the breve over the “i” for й, and rendering the letter “ё” as “io.” 

For Ukrainian: modifications are similar to those for Russian, with the addition of “yi” for ї.  

 

Length  

BELA publishes peer-reviewed articles (between 5,500 and 11,0000 words), and reviews (around 2,000 

words, including references). In exceptional cases longer and shorter contributions may be considered. 

mailto:editor@belarusjournal.com
mailto:mailtoem@brill.com
https://brill.com/about/brill-fonts
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/ungegn/docs/10th-uncsgn-docs/crp/E_CONF.101_CRP2_The%20Roman%20alphabet%20transliteration.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/ungegn/docs/10th-uncsgn-docs/crp/E_CONF.101_CRP2_The%20Roman%20alphabet%20transliteration.pdf
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Manuscript Structure 
 

Title Page 
The title of the paper should be in 16-point Times New Roman, Bold, single line spacing below. 

The name(s) of the author(s) will appear at the beginning of the title page of each article under the 

manuscript title, using 12-point Times New Roman, double line spacing below (first name + any initials + 

surname).  

On that page, authors should provide a brief statement, giving details of their academic degree, 

institutional affiliation, position, and e-mail address. This information will appear in a special section of 

each issue of the journal. 

 

Page Numbers 
11-point Times New Roman, top aligned right. 

 

Abstract and Keywords  

All manuscripts should be accompanied by an abstract in English of no more than 150 words 
and a list of no more than six or seven keywords.  

Articles may also be accompanied by a summary in Belarusian (next to the obligatory English one). 

The abstract should precede the actual text of the article. 

 

Headings 
1 The First Level Heading 

1.1 The Second Level Heading 

 

Dates 
Use the Day-Month format, e.g., 7 January 2022. Add (OS) if Old Style.  

BCE and CE should be used instead of BC and AD. 

 

Footnotes 
Footnotes should be numbered consecutively.  

Short citations from the bibliography can be given in the text or in the footnotes, in the form (Author 

2022; Editors 2019). The complete bibliography is given in the References at the end of the paper. 

 

Numerals 
Spell out numerals from one to ninety-nine, and use figures for 100 and above (but keep “hundred”, 

“thousand”, “million” and “billion” as words if they appear as whole numbers, for example, “a thousand 

years ago”).  
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Use figures in percentages: 26 per cent.  

Use commas in numerals containing more than three digits to distinguish them from years: 1,914.  

 

Quotation Marks 
Use double curly quotation marks, with single curly quotes within where necessary. Commas and full 

stops should be placed within the quotation marks only at the end of a quotation that forms a complete 

sentence, e.g.: The press attaché reported that “Gorbachev simply replied ‘Enough!’” 

 

References 
General 

Clear, precise, and comprehensive citation is absolutely essential. 

Capitalization of titles in both headline-style or sentence-style is allowed. Please follow the same 

capitalization style as in the original title. 

Reverse italics in titles are permitted when applicable. 

References should be given in an alphabetical list at the end of the article, 12-point Times New Roman, 

single spaced, aligned left. 

The Reference List should be presented in Roman script. Use a transcribed version of the reference 

where necessary. The original script can be included within square brackets. 

The list should be heading with the title References, italics, aligned left, double spaced above, single 

spaced below. 

The items should be listed in ascending order of year of publication. 

Do not use dashes for repeated author names. 

Where there is more than one work by an author produced in the same year, use alphabetical letters 

attached to the end of publication, for example, 1999a, 1999b, 1999c. These letters also appear in the 

references. Such works should be listed alphabetically by the first word of the title (excluding the 

definite article 

Letters with diacritics, for example, Ż,  

Capitalization of titles in both headline-style or sentence-style is allowed. Please follow the same 

capitalization style as in the original title. 

 

Abbreviations 
Use a full stop only if the last letter is not the last letter of the word, for example: 

 “Dr,” “St,” “Vols,” but “Co.,” “P.,” “Vol.” Also note: “No.” and “Nos.” (both have full stops). 

Do not use full stops in the names of institutions, countries, books, journals, academic degrees and so on: 

USA, CIS, USSR, UN, BBC, JBS, OED, Phd.  

Use “For example” rather than e.g., “and so on,” rather than etc., and “that is” rather than “i.e.”. 
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Book 
Author, A., 2022. The Title of the Book. Location: Publisher, 1-10. 

Author, A.A., and Author, B., 2022. The Title of the Book. Location: Publisher. 

Author, A., and Author, B., 2022. The Title of the Book, 6th ed. Location: Publisher. 

 

Edited Book 
Editor, A., ed. 2022. The Title of the Book. Location: Publisher, 1-10. 

Editor, A., and Editor B., eds. 2022. The Title of the Book. Location: Publisher. 

 

Book without Author 
The Title of the Book. 2022. Location: Publisher. 

 

Book by a Corporate Author or Organization 
Organization Name. 2022. The Title of the Book. Location: Publisher. 

 

Article in Edited Volume 
Author, A., and Author, B. 2022. The Title of the Article, in A. Editor, B. Editor and C. Editor eds., The Title 

of the Book. Location: Publisher, 1–10. 

Author, A., Author, B. and Author, C. 2022. The Title of the Article, in Proceedings of the Xth International 

Conference on Something 2019. Location: Publisher, 1–10. 

 

Multi-Volume Work (as a Whole) 
Editor, A., ed. 2022. The Title of the Work. 2 vols. Location: Publisher. 

Author, A. 2022. The Title of the Work. 2 vols. Location: Publisher. 

 

Multi-Volume Work (Specific Volume) 
Editor, A., ed. 2022. The Title of the Work. Location: Publisher, 2:1–10. 

Author, A. 2022. The Title of the Work. Location: Publisher, 2:1–10. 

 

Journal Article 
Author, A. 2022. The Title of the Journal article, Journal Title, 70 (1), 1–10. 

 

Pre–published Journal Article 
Author, A. 2022. The Title of the Journal article, Journal Title. DOI 10.1163/1234567X–12345678. 

 

Forthcoming Work 
Author, A. The Title of the Journal article, Journal Title (forthcoming 2021), 1–10.  

Author, A. The Title of the Book. Location: Publisher, forthcoming.  
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Dissertation or Thesis 

Author, A. 2022. The Title of the Thesis, Dissertation. Department, University. 

Author, A. 2022. The Title of the Thesis, Degree Thesis. Department, University. 

 

Newspaper Article 
Author, A. 2022. The Title of the Article, The Newspaper, June 24, 1-2. 

 

Other-Language Work with Translated Title Included 
Author, A. 2022. De titel van het boek [The title of the book]. Location: Publisher, 1–10. 

Author, A. 2022. De titel van het artikel [The title of the article], Journal Title 70 (1), 1–10. 

 

Work in Non-Roman Script 
Author, A. 2022. Nazvaniye knigi [Название книги]. Location: Publisher. 

Author, A. [Автор, А.]. 2022. Nazvaniye knigi [Название книги]. Location: Publisher. 

Author, A. [Автор, А.]. 2022. Nazvaniye stat'i zhurnala [Название статьи журнала], Nazvaniye zhurnala 

[Название журнала] 70 (1), 1–10. 

 

Translated Work 
Author, A. 2022. The Title of the Book, trans. A. Translator. Location: Publisher. 

Author, A. 2022. The Title of the Journal article, trans. A. Translator, Journal Title 70 (1), 1–10. 

 

Archival Sources 
London, The National Archives, Foreign Office, FO 371, 43989, R20647, Minute by Pink, 25 December 

1944. 

Gosudarstvennyi Arkhiv Rossiiskoi Federatsii, f. 1318, op. 1, d. 1, l. 1. 

Nacyjanaĺny Archiŭ Respubliki Bielaruś, f. 42, vop. 1, spr. 47, ark. 5 adv. 

 

Internet Publication 
Wintour, P., 2022. UK ambassador to Iran denies he joined Tehran street protests, 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/jan/12/uk-ambassador-iran-denies-street-protests-arrest-rob-

macaire. Accessed January 12, 2022. 

Government of Belarus. 2022. Belarus will raise export duties on oil and oil products. 

http://www.government.by/en/solutions/2630. Accessed January 12, 2022. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jan/12/uk-ambassador-iran-denies-street-protests-arrest-rob-macaire
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jan/12/uk-ambassador-iran-denies-street-protests-arrest-rob-macaire
http://www.government.by/en/solutions/2630
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Publication 
 

Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to authors by e-mail to check carefully for 

factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are strongly urged 

to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the proofs.  At this 

stage in the production process, only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to the original 

manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are not accepted 

unless charged to the author. Proofs should be returned promptly. 

 

E-offprints 
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. Brill 

is a RoMEO yellow publisher.  

The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-review) version of the article at any 

time. The submitted version of an article is the author's version that has not been peer-reviewed, nor had 

any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). The Author retains the right to self-

archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version without any embargo period. The accepted version means 

the version which has been accepted for publication and contains all revisions made after peer 

reviewing and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the publisher’s lay-out. The publisher’s lay-

out must not be used in any repository or on any website (brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-

books-brill/self-archiving-rights).  

 

Consent to Publish 
 

Transfer of Copyright 
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the 

publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose, the author needs to sign 

the Consent to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript. 

 

Open Access 
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option. 

This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange 

for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form. 

More information on Brill Open can be found on brill.com/brillopen. 

 

http://www.brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights
http://www.brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights
http://www.brill.com/brillopen

