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Scope 
 

This innovative and highly acclaimed journal publishes articles on various aspects of critical biblical 

scholarship in a complex global context. The journal provides a medium for the development and 

exercise of a whole range of current interpretive trajectories, as well as deliberation and appraisal of 

methodological foci and resources. Alongside individual essays on various subjects submitted by authors, 

the journal welcomes proposals for special issues that focus on particular emergent themes and 

analytical trends. Over the past two decades, Biblical Interpretation (BI) has provided a professional 

forum for pushing the disciplinary boundaries of biblical studies: not only in terms of what biblical texts 

mean, but also what questions to ask of biblical texts, as well as what resources to use in reading biblical 

literature. The journal has thus the distinction of serving as a site for theoretical reflection and 

methodological experimentation.  

 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 

 

The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 

behavior for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, editors, 

and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, which may be 

downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance. 

 

Online Submission 
 

Biblical Interpretation now uses online submission only. Authors should submit their manuscript online 

via the Editorial Manager (EM) online submission system at: editorialmanager.com/bi. First-time users 

of EM need to register first. Go to the website and click on the "Register Now" link in the login menu. 

Enter the information requested. During registration, you can fill in your username and password. If you 

should forget this username and password, click on the "send login details" link in the login section, and 

enter your e-mail address exactly as you entered it when you registered. Your access codes will then be e-

mailed to you. 

Prior to submission, authors are encouraged to read the ‘Instructions for Authors’. When submitting via 

the website, you will be guided stepwise through the creation and uploading of the various files. 

A revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system automatically 

generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All correspondence, 

including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail.  

 

Double-blinded Peer Review 
Biblical Interpretation uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) 

do not know who the reviewers are, and that reviewers do not know the names of the author(s). When 

https://brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance
http://www.editorialmanager.com/bi
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you submit your article via Editorial Manager, you will be asked to submit a separate title page that 

includes the full title of the manuscript, the names and complete contact details of all authors, the 

abstract, keywords, and any acknowledgement texts. This page will not be accessible to the referees. All 

other files (manuscript, figures, tables, etc.) should not contain any information concerning author 

names, institutions, etc. The name of these files should also be anonymized. Tables, illustrations and 

other figures should also be uploaded as separate files.  

 

Contact Address 
For additional information or if you need help in uploading your manuscript please visit the author 

tutorial or online help links given at the right side of the log-in window. For remaining questions please 

contact: colleen.conway@shu.edu. For eventual questions about Editorial Manager, authors can also 

contact the Brill EM Support Department at: em@brill.com.  

 

Submission Requirements 
 

Language 
Manuscripts should be submitted in English; either American or British spelling may be used, but must 

be consistent throughout. Contributions should be grammatically correct and in good literary style, 

using inclusive language. In cases where an author's primary language is not English, should the 

manuscript be accepted for publication the editorial board will work with her or him to maintain the 

journal's grammatical and literary standards.  

 

Non-Roman Fonts 
Articles which include Hebrew or Greek, or any use of non-Roman scripts, diacritical marks, diagrams, 

illustrations, etc., which may not be clearly transmitted in a Word document should also be sent as a pdf 

file. Please also see the guidelines and instructions with regard to special scripts and transliteration avail-

able on the Brill website online at:  

brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_hebrew.pdf; 

sbl-site.org/educational/BiblicalFonts_SBLHebrew.aspx;  

brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_greek.pdf. 

Length 
Manuscripts should preferably be between 7,000 and 10,000 words.  

 

Manuscript Structure 
 

All manuscripts should be double-spaced. Articles should be complete, including all necessary footnotes, 

bibliographical references, tables, etc. 

mailto:colleen.conway@shu.edu
mailto:em@brill.com
https://brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_hebrew.pdf
https://www.sbl-site.org/educational/BiblicalFonts_SBLHebrew.aspx
https://brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_greek.pdf
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Abstract and Keywords 
Submissions must include an abstract or summary of the article in not more than 150 words. The 

abstract should appear on the first article page.  

Two to six keywords should be provided and placed below the abstract.  

 

Biblical Interpretation Style 
 

Abbreviations 
Biblical Abbreviations. For use with chapter and verse numbers: 

Gen., Exod., Lev., Num., Deut., Josh., Judg., Ruth, 1 Sam., 2 Sam., 1 Kgs, 2 Kgs, 1 Chron., 2 Chron., Ezra, Neh., 

Esth., Job, Pss. (singular, Ps.), Prov., Eccl. (or Qoh.), Song (or Cant.), Isa., Jer., Lam., Ezek., Dan., Hos., Joel, 

Amos, Obad., Jon., Mic., Nah., Hab., Zeph., Hag., Zech., Mal., Matt., Mark, Luke, John, Acts, Rom., 1 Cor., 2 

Cor., Gal., Eph., Phil., Col., 1 Thess., 2 Thess., 1 Tim., 2 Tim., Tit., Phlm., Heb., Jas, 1 Pet., 2 Pet., l John, 2 John, 

3 John, Jude, Rev.  

Apocrypha: Add. Esth., Bar., Bel, 1 Esdr., 2 Esdr., Jdt., Ep.Jer., 1 Macc., 2 Macc., Pr.Azar., Pr.Man., Sir., Sus., 

Tob., Wis. 

 

When used on its own or only with a chapter number in the main body of the text, the name of the 

biblical book should be written out in full. Otherwise it should always be abbreviated. 

Other Abbreviations 

Edition — edn    Editor(s) — ed./eds.   Page(s) — p./pp. 

Numbers — nos.   Second — 2nd    Third — 3rd 

Verse(s) — v./vv.   Chapter(s) — ch./chs.   Note(s) — n./nn. 

BCE, CE, without punctuation (both will be typeset in small capital letters). This also applies to RSV, AV, 

NIV, etc. without punctuation (and will be typeset in small capital letters).  

 

Quotations 
British and American styles are both acceptable:  

British style uses single quotation marks for the first level of quotation and double quotation marks for 

quotations within quotations. Note that in British-style quotations, punctuation appears outside the 

quotation marks, unless an entire sentence is being cited; in American-style quotations, punctuation 

appears within the quotation marks. 

American style uses double quotation marks for the first level of quotation and single quotation marks 

for quotations within quotations.  

Articles in German, French, or Spanish should follow the appropriate style. 
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Block Quotes 
Quotations of more than four lines, which will be set as indented text in smaller type and line spacing, 

should not be preceded and followed by quotation marks, and they should be double-spaced. 

 

Citation of Biblical and Other Ancient References 
Between chapter and verse use a colon; between successive verse numbers use a comma; between 

successive chapter references use a semi-colon: e.g. Rom. 8:1; 1 Cor. 3:1, 4, 7; 2 Cor. 1:2, etc. Similarly, 

1QpHab 1:2, 3; 1QS 3:4–11; Jos. Ant. 20:245, etc. 

 

Footnotes 
Notes will be typeset as footnotes rather than endnotes. They should be numbered consecutively, 

double-spaced, and in the same font size as the main text. A note number may be used only once, and no  

sub-numbering of notes (n. 30a, etc.) is acceptable. 

 

Non-Roman Scripts and Non-English Accents 
Greek, Hebrew (and Aramaic) scripts are preferred to transliteration, as long as they are clearly legible. If 

Hebrew (or Aramaic) text runs to more than one line in a quotation, it should be presented as indented 

text in fixed lines of no more than three-quarters of a full-line length. The unpointed consonantal text of 

Hebrew or Aramaic should be used unless the argument calls for vocalized forms. If transliteration is 

(exceptionally) used, it should follow the guidelines set out in the JBL instructions for contributors. 

Accents should be used as appropriate (e.g. in German, umlauts should always be used where required, 

rather than spelling with an extra “e”; however, the “sharp s” may be rendered by “ss”). Capitalized letters 

in French should not be accented. 

 

Inclusive Language 
Gender-inclusive language should generally be used; e.g. “the reader” must generally be referred to as “he 

or she” or “she or he” (rather than either "he" or "she" or the semi-inclusive "she/he" or "he/she"); 

“humanity,” “people”, etc. should be used rather than “man” as a generic term. In cases where 

gendered language is necessary for accuracy, for the nature of the argument being made, and/or for the 

economy of expression regarding aspects of historical sources, non-inclusive language is acceptable and 

encouraged, provided that a footnote explaining these choices is included in the manuscript. 

 

Headings 
Headings should be flush left, in bold and preferably unnumbered.  

 

Bibliographic References in Text and Notes 
Two alternative styles are acceptable. The two styles described below should not be mixed. 

 



Biblical Interpretation 
brill.com/bi 

 
Instructions for Authors  

Last revised on 14 January 2020  page 5 of 7 

Conventional Style 
1 G. von Rad, Old Testament Theology (trans. D.M.G. Stalker; London: SCM Press, 1975), vol. 1, pp. 12–17. 
2 J. Dewey, “Oral Methods of Structuring Narrative in Mark,” Interp 43 (1989), pp. 1–30 (22). 
3 F.F. Bruce, “Further Thoughts on Paul’s Autobiography,” in E.E. Ellis and E. Grässer (eds.), Jesus und 

Paulus: Festschrift für Werner Georg Kümmel zum 70. Geburtstag (Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 

1975), p. 22. 
4 A. Davies, “Have We Found Isaiah?,” in B.A. Robinson and L.M. Nutu (eds.), Biblical Interpretation in the 

Twenty-First Century (Festschrift G. von Rad; trans. J.C. Exum; BibInt Series, 46; Leiden: Brill, 2nd edn, 

1976), p. 181 n. 2. 

 

Note, however, that if you are adopting British style and spelling, then bibliographic references will use 

single quotes where applicable, and the punctuation will remain outside the quotation marks. For 

example: 
4 A. Davies, ‘Have We Found Isaiah?’, in B.A. Robinson and L.M. Nutu (eds.), Biblical Interpretation in the 

Twenty-First Century (Festschrift G. von Rad; trans. J.C. Exum; BibInt Series, 46; Leiden: Brill, 2nd edn, 

1976), p. 181 n. 2. 

Publication details are placed, with punctuation as shown, in brackets in the following order: 

(Festschrift; trans.; series, series number; place of publication: name of publisher,  

edition [edn], date). 

Full page numbers should be given for all articles that are cited, not just the page quoted. If a specific 

page is being referred to, the page number is put in brackets (as in n. 2 above). 

 

Social-Scientific Style 
This style should be used in combination with a separate bibliography in the social-scientific style (see 

below). Examples: (von Rad 1975: 57) (Reploh 1969; Rohrbaugh 1987: 103–119) (Dewey 1989: 1 n. 2). 

 

Bibliography 
If the social-scientific method of citation is used in the text, the appended, the separate bibliography 

should use the following style: 

Bal, M. 1988a. Murder and Difference: Gender, Genre, and Scholarship on Sisera's Death (Bloomington: 

Indiana University Press). 

Bal, M. 1988b. Death and Dissymmetry: The Politics of Coherence in the Book of Judges (Chicago: University 

of Chicago Press). 

Green, W.S. (ed.). 1980. Approaches to Ancient Judaism (BJS, 9; Chico, CA: Scholars Press). 

Lichtenberg, H. and P. Smith. 1980. “Atonement and Sacrifice in the Qumran Community,” in W.S. Green 

(ed.), Approaches to Ancient Judaism (BJS, 9; Chico, CA: Scholars Press): 159-171. 

Rad, G. von. 1975. Old Testament Theology (trans. D.M.G. Stalker; 2 vols.; London: SCM Press, 1975 

[German original, 1957]). 

Reploh, K.G. 1969. Markus: Lehrer der Gemeinde (SBM, 9; Stuttgart: Katholisches Bibelwerk). 
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Rohrbaugh, R.L. 1987. “‘Social Location of Thought’ as a Heuristic Construct in New Testament Study,” 

JSNT 30: 103–19. 

 

Note that if more than one article is cited from a volume, then the volume should be cited as a separate 

entry under the editor’s name in the bibliography, and it is then referred to using an abbreviated format. 

For example: 

Lichtenberg, H., and P. Smith. 1980. “Atonement and Sacrifice in the Qumran Community,” in Green 1980: 

159-171. 

 

Publication 
 

Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to authors by e-mail to check carefully for 

factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are strongly urged 

to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the proofs. At this 

stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to the original 

manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are not accepted 

unless charged to the author. Proofs should be returned promptly.  

 

E-offprints 
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. Brill 

is a RoMEO yellow publisher. The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-review) 

version of the article at any time. The submitted version of an article is the author's version that has not 

been peer-reviewed, nor had any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). The 

Author retains the right to self-archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version after an embargo period of 

12 months. The accepted version means the version which has been accepted for publication and 

contains all revisions made after peer reviewing and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the 

publisher’s lay-out. The publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any repository or on any 

website (brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights). 

 

Consent to Publish 

 

Transfer of Copyright 
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the 

publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to sign 

the Consent to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript.  

 

http://www.brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights
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Open Access 
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option. 

This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange 

for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form. 

More information on Brill Open can be found on brill.com/brillopen. 

 

http://www.brill.com/brillopen

