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Scope 
 

Focusing both on critical leadership and practical policy development, the articles in the preeminent 

International Journal of Children's Rights (CHIL) reflect the perspectives of a broad range of disciplines 

and contribute to a greater understanding of children's rights and their impact on the concept and 

development of childhood. The journal deploys the insights and methodologies of all relevant disciplines, 

including law, legal and political theory, psychology, psychiatry, educational theory, sociology, social 

administration and social work, health, social anthropology, economics, theology, and history to further 

children's rights in all parts of the world.  

 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 
 

The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 

behaviour for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, 

editors, and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, which may 

be downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance. 

 

Online Submission 
 

CHIL now uses an online submission system to facilitate an efficient selection and peer-review process 

for all concerned. Authors should submit their manuscript online via the Editorial Manager (EM) online 

submission system at: editorialmanager.com/chil. First-time users of EM need to register first.  Go to the 

website and click on the ‘Register Now’ link in the login menu. Enter the information requested.  

During registration, you can fill in your username and password. If you should forget this username and 

password, click on the "send login details" link in the login section, and enter your e-mail address exactly 

as you entered it when you registered. Your access codes will then be e-mailed to you. 

Prior to submission, authors are encouraged to read the ‘Instructions for Authors’. When submitting via 

the website, you will be guided stepwise through the creation and uploading of the various files. 

A revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system automatically 

generates an electronic (PDF) file, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All correspondence, 

including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail.  

 

Double-blinded Peer-review 
CHIL uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) do not know who 

the reviewers are, and that reviewers do not know the names of the author(s). When you submit your 

article via Editorial Manager, you will be asked to submit a separate title page that includes the full title 

of the manuscript, the names and complete contact details of all authors, the abstract, keywords, and 

any acknowledgement texts. This page will not be accessible to the referees. All other files (manuscript, 
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figures, tables, etc.) should not contain any information concerning author names, institutions, etc. The 

names of these files and the document properties should also be anonymised. Book Reviews need not be 

anonymised: the name and address of the author should be added in the first submission.  

 

Contact Address 
For any questions or problems relating to your manuscript please contact the Editors: 

L.Lundy@qub.ac.uk; stalford@liverpool.ac.uk. For technical questions about Editorial Manager, authors 

can also contact the Brill EM Support Department at: support-em@brill.com 

 

Submission Requirements 
 

Language 
Manuscripts should be written in British English. Spelling should be consistent throughout.  

 

Manuscript Length 
Manuscripts must not exceed 10,000 words in length, including the abstract, keywords and references. 

 

Manuscript Structure 
 

Articles must be typed, double-spaced throughout, allowing good margins.  

 

Abstract and Keywords 
On the title page file, after the title and author’s name and affiliation, articles should include a short 

abstract, consisting of only one paragraph (100-150 words) as well as 3-10 keywords. 

 

Headings 
All headings should be flush left and should be numbered: 

1  First Level Headings Are in Bold 

1.1  Second Level Headings Are Bold Italic 

1.1.1  Third Level Headings Are Roman 

 

Quotations 
Always use single quotation marks (‘’) for relatively short direct quotations.  

Longer quotations should be presented as a separate block of text, indented on the left, preceded and 

followed by a blank line, and printed in characters of normal size; such longer quotations are not 

enclosed in quotation marks.  
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Double quotation marks (“”) are reserved for single words, concepts or short phrases that are not a 

quotation. Quotation marks should always precede punctuation marks.  

 

Footnotes 
Footnotes should be kept to an absolute minimum.  

The journal uses in-text references and a reference list (see below). 

 

References 
In Text References  
In-text references should be cited by giving the author’s name, year of publication (Jones, 1998) and 

specific page numbers after a direct quotation. In-text lists of references should be given in chronological 

order.  

 

Reference List 
All references should be listed at the end of the article in a reference list. All citations in the manuscript 

must appear in the reference list, and all references must be cited in text. References should be arranged 

alphabetically by author, and chronologically for each author. Publications for the same author 

appearing in a single year should use a, b, etc. Please add a DOI whenever possible. References should 

conform to the following style: 

 

Book 
King, M., A Better World for Children? (London: Routledge, 1997). 

 

Book Chapter 
Van Bueren, G., “Children’s Rights: Balancing Traditional Values and Cultural Diversity”, in G. Douglas 

and L. Sebba (eds.), Children’s Rights and Traditional Values (Aldershot: Ashgate, 1998). 

 

Single Author Article 
Cullen, H., “The Limits of International Trade Mechanisms in Enforcing Human Rights: the Case of Child 

Labour”, International Journal of Children’s Rights 1999 (7(1)), 1–29. DOI: 10.1163/15718189920494291.  

 

Multi-Author Article 
Where there are two authors the citation should follow the single author style. Where there are more 

than two authors, the reference within the text should be cited as Jones et al. and the year of publication, 

but in the reference list the names of all authors should be included. 

 

References to Cases, Legislation, etc. 
These should conform to the correct citation style of the relevant country and should be included in  
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brackets within the text. 

(Gillick v West Norfolk and Wisbech A.H.A. [1986] AC 122)  

 

Publication 
 

Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to authors by e-mail to check carefully for 

factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are strongly urged 

to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the proofs.  At this 

stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to the original 

manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are not accepted 

unless charged to the author. Proofs should be returned promptly.  

 

E-Offprints 
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. Brill 

is a RoMEO yellow publisher.  

The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-review) version of the article at any 

time. The submitted version of an article is the author's version that has not been peer-reviewed, nor had 

any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). The Author retains the right to self-

archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version without any embargo period. The accepted version means 

the version which has been accepted for publication and contains all revisions made after peer 

reviewing and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the publisher’s lay-out. The publisher’s  

lay-out must not be used in any repository or on any website (brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-

books-brill/self-archiving-rights). 

 

License to Publish 
 

Transfer of Copyright 
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the 

publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to sign 

the License to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript. 

 

Open Access 
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option. 

This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons licence in exchange 

for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form. 

More information on Brill Open can be found on brill.com/brillopen. 
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