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Instructions for Authors

Scope
The Chinese Journal of Environmental Law (CJEL) publishes international, comparative, and national
research and reviews concerned with environmental law and policy. While CJEL presents leading work
from or concerned with China, other Asian regions, and the developing world at large, the journal’s
geographic coverage is unlimited, and its scope is intentionally broad. It encompasses diverse areas of
international, regional and national environmental law, including biodiversity law, climate change law,
energy law, environmental assessment, marine environmental law, natural resources law, planning law
and pollution law, as well as institutional developments such as environmental courts, and compliance
and enforcement issues.

Ethical and Legal Conditions
Please note that submission of an article for publication in any of Brill’s journals implies that you have
read and agreed to Brill’s Ethical and Legal Conditions. The Ethical and Legal Conditions can be found
here: brill.com/downloads/conditions.pdf.

Online Submission
CJGG uses online submission only. Authors should submit their manuscript online via the Editorial
Manager (EM) online submission system at: editorialmanager.com/cjel.
First-time users of EM need to register first. Go to the website and click on the "Register Now" link in the
login menu. Enter the information requested.
When you register, select e-mail as your preferred method of contact. Upon successful registration, you
will receive an e-mail message containing your Username and Password. If you should forget your
Username and Password, click on the "Send Username/Password" link in the login section, and enter
your first name, last name and email address exactly as you had entered it when you registered. Your
access codes will then be e-mailed to you.
Prior to submission, authors are encouraged to read the ‘Instructions for Authors’. When submitting via
the website, you will be guided stepwise through the creation and uploading of the various files.
A revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system automatically
generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All correspondence,
including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail.

Double-blind Peer Review
CJEL uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) do not know who
the reviewers are, and that reviewers do not know the names of the author(s).
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When you submit your article, you will be asked to submit a separate title page which includes the full
title of the manuscript plus the names and complete contact details of all authors. This page will not be
accessible to the referees. All other files (manuscript, figures, tables, etc.) should not contain any
information concerning author names, institutions, etc. The names of these files and the document
properties should also be anonymized.

Contact Address
For any questions or problems relating to your manuscript, please contact the managing editor:
bnt.mayer@gmail.com. For questions about Editorial Manager, authors can also contact the Brill EM
Support Department: em@brill.com.

Submission Requirements
File Format & Fonts
Manuscript files should be submitted in MS Word format (.doc or .docx). Authors can download the Brill
typeface at brill.com/about/brill-fonts; otherwise use Times New Roman type, 12pt for all elements. If
your manuscript contains non-Roman scripts (i.e. Asian characters), please also upload a pdf of the
article in which all characters are displayed correctly. For more information on handling non-Roman
scripts, please also see the sections on Fonts and Unicode
(brill.com/sites/default/files/special_scripts_metrical_characters_unicode.pdf) and Special Scripts and
Transliteration (brill.com/sites/default/files/special_scripts_list_characters_latin_and_ipa.pdf) on the
Brill website.

Language
Contributions written in English, using UK British spelling, should be consistent throughout. Important
names in foreign languages should be spelled in their most common transliteration (e.g. “Mao Zedong”,
but “Chiang Kai-shek”). Key words in foreign language are transliterated and printed in cursive script,
followed by the original characters, which need to be formatted in Unicode. Example (Chinese): “The
concept of a harmonious society (hexie shehui 和谐社会)…”

Punctuation
Use the serial comma (a.k.a. Harvard comma or Oxford comma): place a comma after the penultimate
item in a series or list, e.g. "the American flag is red, white, and blue", not “the American flag is red, white
and blue".

Abbreviations and Acronyms
All abbreviations are spelled out upon first mention, with the abbreviation given in brackets.
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In general, abbreviations and acronyms should be used sparingly, and only when they are in common
usage (e.g., “USA”, “UN”, “e.g.”, “i.e.”, “etc.”).

Apostrophes
All contractions are spelled out (e.g. “cannot”, “will not”, “it is” rather than “can’t”, “won’t”, “it’s”). Decades
only take an apostrophe if the century is omitted (e.g. “the 1970s”, but “the ‘70s”). Plural forms and nouns
ending on s do not take an additional s when turned into a possessive, e.g.: “Descartes’ philosophy”, “the
netizens’ attitude”.

Numbers, Dates, and Time
CJEL generally uses the decimal system. Cardinal and ordinary numerals from one to twelve are spelled
out, including such numbers followed by hundred or thousand (e.g. “four”, “six thousand”), and any
number at the beginning of a sentence. Exceptions are comparisons and listings in the same category
(e.g. “12 out of 50 research subjects”, “from the 2nd to 18th Party Congress”). Decimal quantities, currency
amounts, and percentages are always written as figures (“5 per cent”, “3.7 gigabyte”, “€28 million”,
“$7.20”).
Dates are provided as follows:
day (numerical) + month (spelled out) + year (numerical), e.g. 12 March 2011.
Times: use the 24-hour clock and the following format: hh:mm, e.g. “15:00” (instead of 3 pm).

Manuscript Structure
General
Manuscripts submitted for initial consideration should be complete, including all notes, bibliographical
references, tables, etc. Double-space ALL copy: text, quotations, endnotes, captions, and author’s
biographical statement. A header with consecutive page numbering should appear on the upper righthand corner of each page. Use 1 inch (2.54 cm) margins on all sides. Do not break words (hyphenate) at
the end of lines. Do not justify the right-hand margin. Use italic type for words to be set in italics. Do not
use boldface, centring, or other sizes or styles of font. Use one space between sentences, not two. The
remaining manuscript should be arranged in the following sequence: Article text (with footnotes),
References, Appendices (if any), Figure captions (if any), Tables (if any), and Figures.
Acknowledgements should be addressed in a non-numbered footer, which will appear before the first
footnote. They should only be added once a manuscript is accepted for publication.

Title Page
To facilitate anonymous peer-review, please include a separate title page document. This page should
include the a) title of the article; b) name of author; c) institute with which the author is affiliated; d) the
author’s address (both postal and e-mail), telephone and fax number(s). This information should appear
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only on this separate title page. The title of the article, but not the author’s name, should be repeated on
the first page of the text.

Abstract and Keywords
Each article should be accompanied by an abstract in English (max. 150 words), which should state the
main conclusions of the paper, as well as 10 keywords for indexing purposes. Review articles do not
require an abstract or keywords.

Footnotes
Footnotes can be used to provide additional relevant information. WORD’s automatically formatted
footnotes should be numbered consecutively (1, 2, 3…) and placed, using superscript figures, after
punctuation (i.e. comma or period). All references to publications and the like should appear in full form
(including place of publication and publisher) only once. Subsequent appearances should use a short
form: surname of author, short title, and page reference. Do not use op. cit.

References & Citation Style
A list of references (bibliography) is included at the end of the manuscript. The title for the section is
“References.” Manuscripts should follow the Chicago Manual of Style. For general questions on style, use
The Chicago Manual of Style, 16th ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2010). If the original
publication date differs from the cited source, then both years are provided, e.g.: (1978/1995). If a doi
number is available for journal articles, please insert it.

Headings
All headings should be in the following formatting system. For heading levels 1-5:
1 Left-aligned, Bold, Upper and Lowercase Heading (12pt)
1.1 Left-aligned, Bold Italics, Upper and Lowercase Heading (12 pt)
1.1.1
Indented, Roman Upper and Lowercase Heading (12 pt)

Quotations
Quotations must be absolutely accurate and carefully transcribed. Omissions within quotes are replaced
by a parenthetical ellipsis (…) and additions are added in [square brackets]. Initial capitalization in
quotations may be silently corrected if the rules of grammar dictate it. Punctuation marks such as
commas, periods, exclamation marks, and question marks are placed within the quotation marks if they
also appear within the original quote, e.g.: Einstein reportedly wondered “am I or are the others crazy?”
Commas and periods that belong to the overall sentence structure are placed outside of quotation mark:
Was Einstein correct to assert that “reality is merely an illusion, albeit a very persistent one”? Semicolons,
colons, asterisks, dashes, and footnotes are always placed outside the closing quotation marks.
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Quotes of more than 40 words should be provided en-block, without quotation marks, double-spaced,
and indented on the left.
Foreign-language quotations in both text and notes should be translated into English, unless the
significance of the quotation will be lost. The original text may be included in a note if it is unpublished,
difficult to access, or of special relevance to the article. Brackets in quoted material indicate author’s
interpolation.

Figures
All tables and figures must be cited consecutively in the text. Number the files, and indicate in the
manuscript where they are to go (e.g. fig. 1). If there is a question as to where the top of the illustration is,
please indicate this in the figure file.
Images should be provided in electronic format and in colour. In supplying image files, send the best file
available (at a minimum of 300 dpi). All images will be reproduced in full together with credits and
captions (to be supplied by the author). The print area of the journal will be 115mm X194.75 mm. ADVA
may not be able to publish all images submitted.

Permissions
Authors are responsible for supplying illustrations, obtaining all necessary permissions, and for paying
reproduction/permission fees. “Consent to Publish” forms will be distributed to contributors if
submission is accepted. When contacting copyright owners, authors may indicate that the use of images
are for educational purposes and request that any copyright fees be waived.

Publication
Proofs
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article galley proofs will be sent to the author by e-mail to proofread and
check carefully for factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and
are strongly urged to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on
the proofs. At this stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to the
original manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are not
accepted unless charged to the author. Proofs should be returned promptly to the editor within the
period requested.

E-offprints
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. Brill
is a RoMEO yellow publisher. The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-review)
version of the article at any time. The submitted version of an article is the author's version that has not
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been peer-reviewed, nor had any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). The
Author retains the right to self-archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version after an embargo period of
24 months. The accepted version means the version which has been accepted for publication and
contains all revisions made after peer reviewing and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the
publisher’s lay-out. The publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any repository or on any
website (brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights).

Consent to Publish
Transfer of Copyright
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the
publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to sign
the Consent to Publish, which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript.

Open Access
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option.
This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange
for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form.
More information on Brill Open, Brill’s Open Access Model, and the Brill Open Consent to Publish Form
can be found on brill.com/brillopen.
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