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Scope 
 

A complex legal regime has evolved to frame climate governance, encompassing interconnected 

public international law, transnational law and private law elements. At the core of the 

international effort are the UNFCCC, the Kyoto Protocol and now the Paris Agreement, the first 

two of which have spawned innovative features such as carbon trading mechanisms and a 

sophisticated compliance regime. Municipal legislative action dealing with mitigation and 

adaptation is gathering pace. The focus of the peer-reviewed journal Climate Law (CLLA) is on the 

many legal issues that arise internationally and at the state level as climate law continues to evolve. 

 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 
 

The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 

behaviour for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, 

editors, and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, which 

may be downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance. 

 

Online Submission 
 

Climate Law uses online submission only. Authors should submit their manuscript online via the 

Editorial Manager (EM) online submission system at editorialmanager.com/clla/.  First-time users 

of EM need to register first. Go to the website and click on the "Register Now" link in the login 

menu. Enter the information requested. During registration, you can fill in your username and 

password. If you should forget your Username and Password, click on the "send login details" link 

in the login section, and enter your e-mail address exactly as you entered it when you registered. 

Your access codes will then be e-mailed to you. 

Prior to submission authors are encouraged to read these instructions and the EM instructions 

available by following the above link and clicking on the ‘help’ icon in the top left-hand menu on 

the page. Online submission considerably shortens overall publication time. When submitting via 

the website, you will be guided stepwise through the creation and uploading of the various files. 

Please upload source files, such as files in MS-Word.  Any figure files should be uploaded 

separately, and should have a high density of at least 300 dpi at a size suitable for printing. 

In case revisions are requested, the revised manuscript is uploaded the same way as the initial 

submission. Editorial Manager automatically generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then 

used for reviewing purposes. All correspondence, including the editor’s request for revision and 

final decision, is sent by e-mail.  

 

https://brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance
http://www.editorialmanager.com/clla/


Climate Law 
brill.com.clla 

 
Instructions for Authors  
 

Last revised 2 December 2019  Page 2 of 8 

File Format 
Please upload text files in MS-Word (not PDF). Figure files should be uploaded separately, and 

should have a density of at least 300 dpi. 

 

Contact Address 
For any questions relating to your manuscript, please contact the Editor-in-Chief Professor 

Alexander Zahar (zahar.edu@gmail.com). If you are submitting a review, please contact the 

Reviews Editor, Dr Zhang Hao (haozhang@cuhk.edu.hk). For technical questions about Editorial 

Manager, authors can contact the Brill EM Support Department at em@brill.com. 

 

Submission Requirements 
 

Language 
Manuscripts must be in English. Please follow the Oxford English Dictionary and its preferred 

spellings (e.g. internationalize; however, note analyse). Authors for whom English is not the first 

language are encouraged to request a native speaker of the language to read over and correct the 

manuscript prior to submission. 

 

Length 
There are no predetermined limits for full-length articles or review essays. Nevertheless, 

manuscripts must be as concise as the subject matter under discussion permits.  

 

Manuscript Structure 

 

General 
For articles (but not reviews, review essays, or reports on recent legal developments), the full name 

of each author should be shown, under the article title, in a cover page that is separate from the 

first page of the article’s main text. The affiliation and contact email address of each author should 

be shown under each author’s name on the cover page. 

 

Headings 
There should not be more than four levels of headings, all flush left, and numbered with Arabic 

numerals: 

<1> Upper and lower case bold roman 

<1.1> Upper and lower case, title style, bold, italic 

<1.1.1> Upper and lower case, title style, roman 

<1.1.1.1> Upper and lower case, title style italic 

mailto:zahar.edu@gmail.com
mailto:haozhang@cuhk.edu.hk
mailto:em@brill.com
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For example: 

 
1 Overview of Warming Impacts in the Polar Areas 

 

...text... 

 

1.1  The Arctic Area 

...text... 

 

1.1.1 Tundra Condition 

..Text... 

 

1.1.1.1 Snow and Ice 

...text... 

 

Abstract and Keywords 
Articles should include an abstract of around 150 words. It should appear on the first page of the 

main text. A list of 3-8 keywords should be given after the abstract. 

 

Commas 
Please use the series comma. In a series consisting of three or more elements, the elements are 

separated by commas. The conjunction joining the last two elements in the series is preceded by a 

comma. (They priced emissions of carbon dioxide, methane, and nitrous oxide.) 

 

Hyphens 
Generally, if word compounds are used in the manner of predicates modifying a noun, they should 

be hyphenated (‘a long-term, government-funded project’, ‘the well-known book’). If they follow 

the noun, they should be left open (‘the book is well known’). Adverbial phrases should not be 

hyphenated ('A recently implemented policy'). 

 

Abbreviations 
− Well-known abbreviations (both in general and in the field of the journal) are acceptable 

without the need to spell them out; e.g. UN, FAO, UNFCCC, REDD, CO2. 

− Other terms must be written out in full the first time they are used, followed by the 

abbreviation or acronym in parentheses; e.g. Vienna Convention on Substances that Deplete 

the Ozone Layer (Vienna Convention). 

− Do not use periods to separate capital letters in acronyms (e.g. write UN, FAO, and so on). 

− Use ‘US’ as an adjective (‘The US policy...’), but otherwise ‘United States’. 
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− If a term is used only once in the manuscript, no abbreviation should be used. 

− If a term is introduced early in the manuscript and is not used again until much later, it 

should not be abbreviated until the textual discussion uses it extensively. 

 

Abbreviation of Case Names 
− The first reference to a case name in the body of the text should appear in full, followed by a 

shortened version placed in parentheses, to be subsequently used as the abbreviation. E.g. 

Canada (A.G.) v. Lavell (Lavell). 

− The word ‘case’ should be lowercased and appear in roman text (the Lavell case). 

− The full citation to the case should be in a footnote. 

 

Quotations 
− Use single quotation marks, but double marks for a quotation occurring within another. 

− If a quotation is three lines or longer, set it apart as a block quotation, indented on the left side 

by 0.5 cm. 

− Ellipses: The omission of a word, phrase, line, or paragraph from a quoted passage should be 

indicated by ellipses. Use three dots closed-up with a space before and after. (‘Parties to the 

UNFCCC should contemplate the delegation of ... power to an internationally established market 

regulator. ... Experience with the CDM should inform the development of better accountability for 

the REDD mechanism.’) 

− All punctuation should go inside quotation marks. Only parentheses, colons, and semi-colons 

should remain on the outside. 

 

Numbers 
− Spell out numbers 1 through 99. For all other numbers, use digits. Any whole numbers 

followed by ‘hundred’, ‘thousand’, ‘million’, etc. are spelled out as well. 

− Any number that appears as the first word in a sentence must be spelled out. 

− Write ‘per cent’ as two words. The symbol % should not be used except in tables, footnotes, or 

parenthesized text. 

− Dates, including dates mentioned in the footnotes, should be written in the sequence day 

month year, without internal punctuation (e.g. 23 April 1996, September 1980). 

− Centuries should be spelled out and hyphenated if they appear in adjectival form before a 

noun (twentieth century, nineteenth-century writers). 

− In all numbers of one thousand or more (except those for years), commas should be used 

between groups of three digits, counting from the right (US$1,456.70). 

− Use the least number of figures in ranges of numbers (300-2, 458-9, 320-36), but note that the 

group 10-19 cannot be shrunk (211-12, not 211-2). 
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Footnotes  
− The journal uses footnotes, not endnotes or a bibliography section. 

− A footnote marker should follow all punctuation (e.g. [,1] [.1] [.’1]) except the dash. 

 

‘Hereinafter’ and Subsequent References 
− Non-author sources: If the name of a source is short, it may be left unchanged in all footnotes. 

If it is long, a shortened version of the name in italics should be provided in round brackets at 

the end of the first citation, introduced by ‘hereinafter’. This short term should be used in all 

subsequent references to the source. 

− A footnote for a subsequent reference should contain the abbreviated term for the source, a 

cross-referencing signal (supra or ibid.), the number of the footnote in which the source’s full 

citation is found, and if required, a pinpoint reference. 

− Example: 
1 Reference re. Education Act of Ontario and Minority Language Education Rights (1984), 47 

O.R. (2d) 1 (Ont. C.A.) (hereinafter Ontario Reference). 
32 Ontario Reference, supra note 1, at 13. 
33 Ibid., at 16. 

− Sources identified by author name: For subsequent references use the author’s last name in 

roman text. If several works by the same author have been cited in the manuscript, it will be 

necessary to use a shortened form of the work’s title in addition to the author’s last name. In 

other respects, the same pattern illustrated above should be applied. 

− Examples: 
1 Daniel Bodansky, The Art and Craft of International Environmental Law (Cambridge, MA: 

Harvard University Press, 2010), ch. 10. 
32 Bodansky, supra note 1, at 13. 
33 Ibid., at 16. 

− Use the same pattern for a pair of authors but where there are three or more authors, name 

the first author only and use ‘et al.’ to indicate the others. (Hare et al., supra note 15, at 100-1.) 

− For Chinese names, the family name is always first, and the given name should not be omitted 

(Hu Bin et al., supra note 15, at 100-1). 

 
Books  

Martti Koskenniemi, The Gentle Civilizer of Nations: The Rise and Fall of International Law 1870-1960 

(Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2002). 

Jutta Brunnée and Stephen J. Toope, Legitimacy and Legality in International Law: An Interactional 

Account (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2010), at 50. 
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Journal Articles  

Andrew T. Guzman, ‘A Compliance Based Theory of International Law’, 90(6) California Law 

Review 1823 (2002). 

William Hare, Claire Stockwell, Christian Flachsland, and Sebastian Oberthür, ‘The Architecture of 

the Global Climate Regime: A Top-Down Perspective’, 10(6) Climate Policy 600 (2010), at 611-12. 

 

Edited Books 

Winfried Lang (ed.), Sustainable Development and International Law (London: Graham and 

Trotman, 1995). 

Regina S. Axelrod, Stacy D. VanDeveer, and David Leonard Downie (eds.), The Global Environment: 

Institutions, Law, and Policy, 3rd ed. (Washington, DC: CQ Press, 2011), at 172-191. 

 
Chapters in Edited Books 

Ronald B. Mitchell, ‘Compliance Theory: Compliance, Effectiveness, and Behaviour Change in 

International Environmental Law’, in The Oxford Handbook of International Environmental Law, 

edited by Daniel Bodansky, Jutta Brunnée, and Ellen Hey (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

2007), at 898-901. 

 

Working Paper Series 

Cinnamon Carlarne, ‘The Future of the UNFCCC: Adaptation and Institutional Rebirth for the 

International Climate Convention’ (Working Paper Series No. 172, Center for Interdisciplinary 

Law and Policy Studies, Moritz College of Law, 2012), at 45. 
 

UN Reports and Decisions 

Report of the West African Industrial Co-ordination Mission, UN Economic Commission for Africa, 

6th Sess., Agenda Item 5, UN Doc. E/CN.14/246 (1964), at 1. 

UNFCCC Secretariat, Legal Considerations Relating to a Possible Gap Between the First and 

Subsequent Commitment Periods, FCCC/KP/AWG/2010/10 (2010). 

UNFCCC, Decision 1/CP.13, Bali Action Plan, FCCC/CP/2007/6/Add.1 (2007). 

Kyoto Protocol, Decision 4/CMP.1, Guidance Relating to the Clean Development Mechanism, 

FCCC/KP/CMP/2005/8/Add.1 (2005), at paras. 5-11. 
Note: This sort of citation will vary a great deal depending on what information is supplied with the 

document. Try to follow the above style as best you can. 

 

Court Cases 

Use the jurisdictional conventions (domestic or international) that apply to each case. 
 

Conference Papers, Theses, Dissertations  

Zhou Di, ‘Commercial and Cooperative Banks in the Soviet Union’ (2010) (unpublished conference 
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 paper on file with the author). 

Indicate whether LLM or PhD thesis: Emmet Flood, Philosophy and Narrative Form (1986) 

(unpublished PhD dissertation, University of Texas, Austin). 

 
Newspaper Articles 

Sarah Growe, ‘Surrogate Mothers: Legislators Haven’t Decided Whether They’re Humanitarians or 

Prostitutes’, Toronto Star, 23 March 1985, at L1. 

 

Publication 
 

Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to each author by e-mail to check 

carefully for factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and 

are strongly urged to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections 

directly on the proofs.  Only minor corrections are allowed. Proofs should be returned to the 

journal’s Editor-in-Chief within seven days of receipt. 

 

Post-Publication Corrections 
Following publication, if the author becomes aware of an error in the work, he or she must notify 

the Editor-in-Chief, who may publish a correction. 

 

E-Offprints 
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. 

Brill is a RoMEO yellow publisher. The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-

peer-review) version of the article at any time. The submitted version of an article is the author's 

version that has not been peer-reviewed, nor had any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting 

or copy editing). The Author retains the right to self-archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version 

after an embargo period of 12 months. The accepted version means the version which has been 

accepted for publication and contains all revisions made after peer reviewing and copy editing, but 

has not yet been typeset in the publisher’s lay-out. The publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any 

repository or on any website (brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-

rights). 

 

http://www.brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights
http://www.brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights
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Consent to Publish 
 

Transfer of Copyright 
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the 

publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to 

sign the Consent to Publish form which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript. 

 

Open Access 

Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open 

option. This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license 

in exchange for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to 

Publish Form. More information on Brill Open can be found on brill.com/brillopen. 

 
 

http://www.brill.com/brillopen

