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Instructions for Authors

Scope
Contemporary Pragmatism (COPR) is an interdisciplinary, international journal for discussing
pragmatism, broadly understood, and applying pragmatism to current topics. COPR will consider articles
about pragmatism written from the standpoint of any tradition and perspective. COPR especially seeks
original explorations, developments, and criticisms of pragmatism, and also of pragmatism’s relations
with other intellectual traditions, both Western and Eastern. COPR welcomes contributions dealing with
any field of philosophical inquiry, from epistemology, philosophy of language, metaphysics and
philosophy of science, and philosophy of mind and action, to areas of theoretical and applied ethics,
aesthetics, social and political philosophy, philosophy of religion, and philosophy of the social
sciences. COPR encourages work having an interdisciplinary orientation, establishing bridges between
pragmatic philosophy and, for example, literature, communication and media studies, pedagogy,
psychology, sociology, theology, economics, medicine, political science, or international relations. Two
issues each year are published, in the summer and winter seasons.

Ethical and Legal Conditions
Please note that submission of an article for publication in any of Brill’s journals implies that you have
read and agreed to Brill’s Ethical and Legal Conditions. The Ethical and Legal Conditions can be found
here: brill.com/downloads/conditions.pdf.

Online Submission
COPR encourages the use of the online submission. Authors should submit their manuscript online via
the Editorial Manager (EM) submission system at: editorialmanager.com/cp. First-time users of EM need
to register first. Go to the website and click on the "Register Now" link in the login menu. Enter the
information requested. When you register, select e-mail as your preferred method of contact. Upon
successful registration, you will receive an e-mail message containing your Username and Password. If
you should forget your Username and Password, click on the "Send Username/Password" link in the
login section, and enter your first name, last name and email address exactly as you had entered it when
you registered. Your access codes will then be e-mailed to you.
Prior to submission, authors are encouraged to read the ‘Instructions for Authors’. When submitting via
the website, you will be guided stepwise through the creation and uploading of the various files. A
revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system automatically
generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All correspondence,
including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail.

Last revised on 8 January 2018

page 1 of 5

Contemporary Pragmatism
brill.com/copr

Instructions for Authors
Double-blinded Peer Review
All papers submitted to COPR are reviewed by the Editors, and papers judged to be sufficiently in accord
with COPR’s scope and purposes are also reviewed by external referees. In respect of these referees,
COPR uses a double-blind peer review system, which means the manuscript author(s) do not know who
the reviewers are and the reviewers do not know the names of the author(s). When you submit your
article via Editorial Manager, you will be asked to submit a separate title page which includes the full
title of the manuscript plus the names and complete contact details of all authors. This page will not be
accessible to referees. All other files (manuscript, figures, tables, etc.) should not contain any
information that would identify the author. The names of these files and the document properties
should also be anonymized.

Contact Address
For any questions or problems relating to your manuscript please contact the Editor at
editorial@pragmatism.org. For technical questions about Editorial Manager, authors can also contact the
Brill EM Support Department at: em@brill.com.

Submission Requirements
Language
COPR articles are published in English. Submissions of non-native English speakers must be in clear
grammatical English, and the assistance of a native English writer is recommended.

Unicode Fonts and Non-Roman Scripts
Texts should employ Unicode fonts as far as possible. If your article contains non-Roman scripts (such as
Greek) please also submit a pdf file in which all non-Roman characters are displayed correctly. For more
information on handling non-Roman scripts, please also see the sections online:
brill.com/sites/default/files/special_scripts_metrical_characters_unicode.pdf;
brill.com/sites/default/files/authorresources_special_scripts_and_transliteration_documents_overview.p
df; brill.com/sites/default/files/special_scripts_handling_latin_transliteration.pdf.
All fonts must be embedded.

Manuscript Structure
Manuscripts have one-inch margins on American letter-sized pages (not A4 or legal size). All matter,
including quotations and footnotes, should be single-spaced and use left justification.
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Abstract and Keywords
The article title, an abstract of 120 words, and 5-6 keywords begin the submission.

Article Structure
Eliminate any section or page breaks, and eliminate any headers or footers. The article should be
paginated in the lower right corner. Set off quotations in block quote with a blank line before and after
the quotation. Footnotes are placed at the bottom of pages. A list of References, listing all materials cited
in the paper and footnotes, must conclude the paper.
The article should use internal sections, usually totalling 4 to 10 sections. Only use 1. 2. 3. etc for
internal sections, in bold font. Do not use subsections, such as A. B. C. or 2.1 2.2 2.3. You may add
section titles, thus: 3. Truth and Indefeasibility

Figures and Tables
Illustrations, tables, and figures must be numbered consecutively (e.g. FIGURE 1, FIGURE 2, etc.) and
include captions to give a description and to identify the source of any image or data. All figures and
tables must be cited consecutively in the text. Figures should be submitted as separate source files
in .png, .tif, or .jpg format, in a size suitable for the typesetting area of the journal. The resolution of these
files should be at least 600 dpi. Number the files, and indicate in the manuscript where they are to
appear, like this: (Fig. 1 here). The text in a figure must be legible, and should not be smaller than font
size 7. The size of this lettering for any text in a figure should be the same for all figures in the manuscript.
Authors are responsible for obtaining and paying for all copyright and reproduction charges.

Italics
Do not use bold in the text except for section headers; use italics instead. Keep its use to a minimum.

Footnotes
Use only footnotes, which should be numbered consecutively as 1, 2, 3… in Arabic numerals.
The autoformatting of footnotes is required for accepted papers. Your footnotes should be very brief,
normally four sentences at most, unless a larger number of citations to several publications are necessary.
Extended commentary or parenthetical discussions are important enough to remain within the main
body of the paper. Superscript numbers marking footnotes should follow immediately after the
punctuation or the quotation. The footnotes should be numbered consecutively and placed at the
bottom of each page. No asterisks nor roman numerals should be used anywhere.
COPR does not permit a footnote to the Title, nor does it permit a footnote the first sentence or the last
sentence of your article to thank people or make remarks about the origins of the paper. Instead,
compose a separate Acknowledgements section which goes at the end of the article, before References.
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Use en-dash <cntrl><-> – for paginations and include all page numbers: pp. 234–237 not p. 234-7. Use
Ibid. where useful. Do not use obscure abbreviations such as cf. or ff. or op. cit.
Put footnotes into Chicago Manual Style, thus:
1. Dewey, “Philosophies of Freedom,” in The Later Works of John Dewey, vol. 3, ed. Jo Ann Boydston (Carbondale: Southern
Illinois University Press, 1984), p. 94.
2. Suzanne Rice, “Dewey on Virtue, Character, and Moral Education,” Review Journal of Philosophy and Social Science 26 (2000):
75–89.
3. Aleksandar Fatic, “Retribution in Democracy,” in Political Dialogue: Theories and Practices, ed. Stephen Esquith (Amsterdam:
Rodopi, 1996), pp. 335–355.
4. Thomas Nagel, “Moral Luck,” in Nagel, Mortal Questions (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1979), p. 37.
5. Daniel Dennett, Elbow Room: The Varieties of Free Will Worth Wanting (Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 1984), pp. 89–94.
6. Nagel, “Moral Luck,” p. 38.
7. Ibid., pp. 39–40.

Citations
An article can use in-text citations as well as footnotes. The format for an in-text citation is this: (Author
Year) or (Author Year, page #), eg.: (Putnam 1990b, 68). Multiple citations are separated by a semicolon:
(Horgan 1988; Rorty 2003c, 18). For multiple authors, only list the first two authors, e.g.: (Heinz, Lao, et al.
2011, 582).
Format the list of References, which goes at the end of the article, into the correct style, thus:
Hayes, Christopher. 2008. “The Pragmatist,” The Nation (10 December). At http://www.thenation.com/doc/
20081229/hayes/print, accessed 4 June 2013.
Hewer, Christopher J., and Ron Roberts. 2012. “History, Culture and Cognition: Towards a Dynamic Model of Social Memory,”
Culture and Psychology 18(2): 167–183. doi: 10.1177/1354067X11434836
Putnam, Hilary, and Ruth Anna Putnam. 1989. “William James’s Ideas,” in Realism with a Human Face by Hilary Putnam
(Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University, 1990), pp. 217–231.
Putnam, Ruth Anna, ed. 1997. The Cambridge Companion to William James. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.
Putnam, Ruth Anna. 1990. “The Moral Life of a Pragmatist,” in Identity, Character, and Morality, ed. Owen Flanagan and
Amélie Oksenberg Rorty (Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press), pp. 67–89.
Putnam, Ruth Anna. 2000. “Democracy without Foundations,” Ethics 110: 388–404.
Rorty, Richard. 1988. “The Priority of Democracy to Philosophy,” repr. in Objectivity, Relativism, and Truth: Philosophical Papers
Volume One (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1991), pp. 175–196.
Rorty, Richard. 1989. Contingency, Irony, and Solidarity. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.

Add a DOI number whenever available.
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Publication
Proofs
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to the author by e-mail to check carefully for
factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are strongly urged
to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the proofs. At this
stage in the production process only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to the original
manuscript at this stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are not accepted
unless charged to the author. Proofs should be returned promptly to the Managing Editor.

E-offprints
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. Brill
is a RoMEO yellow publisher. The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-review)
version of the article at any time. The submitted version of an article is the author's version that has not
been peer-reviewed, nor had any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). The
Author retains the right to self-archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version after an embargo period of
24 months. The accepted version means the version which has been accepted for publication and
contains all revisions made after peer reviewing and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the
publisher’s lay-out. The publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any repository or on any
website (brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights).

Consent to Publish
Transfer of Copyright
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the
publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to sign
the Consent to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript.

Open Access
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option.
This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange
for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form.
More information on Brill Open, Brill’s Open Access Model and the Brill Open Consent to Publish Form
can be found on brill.com/brillopen.
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