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Instructions for Authors

Scope
Early Science and Medicine (ESM) is a peer-reviewed international journal dedicated to the history of
natural philosophy, science, medicine and technology from the earliest times through to the end of
the eighteenth century. The need to treat in a single journal all aspects of scientific activity and
thought to the eighteenth century is due to two factors: firstly, the continued importance of ancient
sources throughout the Middle Ages and the early modern period, and secondly, the comparably
low degree of specialization and the high degree of disciplinary interdependence characterizing the
period before the professionalization of science. The journal, which concerns itself mainly with the
Western, Byzantine and Arabic traditions, is particularly interested in emphasizing these elements
of continuity and interconnectedness, and it encourages their diachronic study from a variety of
viewpoints, including commented and critical text editions as well as monographic studies of
historical figures, scientific questions or practices. Early Science and Medicine also contains an
extensive book review section and dedicates, when the occasion presents itself, thematic issues to
emerging research fields and methodologies.

Ethical and Legal Conditions
Please note that submission of an article for publication in any of Brill’s journals implies that you
have read and agreed to Brill’s Ethical and Legal Conditions. The Ethical and Legal Conditions can
be found here: brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_publishingjournal_legalconditions.pdf.
These conditions forbid, for example, to submit work that has been published previously or is
submitted simultaneously to other journals.

Online Submission
ESM article contributions to the journal are to be submitted online at: editorialmanager.com/esm.
First-time users of the Editorial Manager will need to register first. Go to the website and click on the
“Register Now” link in the login menu. Enter the information requested.
When you register, select e-mail as your preferred method of contact. Upon successful registration,
you will receive an e-mail message containing your username and password. If you should forget
your username and password, click on the “Send Username/Password” link in the login section, and
enter your first name, last name and email address exactly as you had entered it when you
registered. Your access codes will then be e-mailed to you.
Prior to submission, authors are encouraged to read the “Instructions for Authors.” When submitting
via the website, you will be guided step by step through the creation and uploading of the various
files.
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A revised document is uploaded in the same way as the initial submission. The system automatically
generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All correspondence,
including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail.

Double-blinded Peer Review
ESM uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) do not know who
the reviewers are, and that reviewers do not know the names of the author(s). When you submit your
article via Editorial Manager, you will be asked to submit a separate title page that includes the full title of
the manuscript plus the names and complete contact details of all authors. This page will not be
accessible to the referees. All other files (manuscript, figures, tables, etc.) should not contain any
information concerning author names, institutions, etc. The names of these files and the document
properties should also be anonymised.

File Formats
Text files should be submitted in Microsoft Word format to the Editorial Manager System
(editorialmanager.com/esm). Please name your files “ESM[SHORTTITLE].docx.”
Figures should be submitted as separate source files in .eps, .tif, or .jpg format, in a size suitable for
the typesetting area of the journal. The resolution of these files should be at least 300 dpi for halftone figures, and 600 dpi for line drawings. Please name your files with the same numbers as the
figures cited in, and to be inserted into, the text, preceded by ESM, a short title and an underscore
(e.g. “ESM[title]_Fig1.jpg” etc.).
It is the author’s responsibility to secure all necessary permissions for reproduction. Note that there
is no charge for full colour images or figures in either the print or electronic edition.

Contact Address
For any questions or problems relating to your manuscript please contact the Editor, Christoph
Lüthy at: c.luethy@ftr.ru.nl. For eventual questions about Editorial Manager, authors can also
contact the Brill EM Support Department at: em@brill.com.

Books for Review
Books for review should be sent to the Book Review Editors:
Dr. Davide Cellamare
Center for the History of Philosophy and Science, Radboud University, P.O. Box 9103, 6500 HD
Nijmegen, The Netherlands
Dr. Valentina Pugliano
Christ’s College, St Andrew’s Street, Cambridge, CB2 3BU, UK
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Prof. Jole Shackelford
Department of the History of Medicine, University of Minnesota, 511 Diehl Hall, 505 Essex St SE,
Minneapolis, MN 55455, USA

Submission Requirements
General
The journal is peer-reviewed, which means that all manuscripts will be refereed by the Editor with
the help of external experts. Manuscripts that are submitted for initial consideration should
therefore be complete, including all notes, bibliographical references, tables, etc.

Language
Articles should be written in English. Either British or American orthography must be used
consistently throughout. A limited number of articles may be published each year in French or
German at the discretion of the Editor.

Length
The final draft of a manuscript accepted for publication do ideally not exceed 10,000 words in
length, including footnotes. Overly long articles are less likely to be accepted.

Non-Roman Script and Transliteration
If a special font is used, please provide a copy of the font. Greek texts should be left in the original
and will be printed in Greek characters. If possible, use Kadmos or the Brill as your font. If another
special font is used, please provide a copy of the font. Greek texts should be left in the original and
will be printed in Greek characters. In all other cases, Greek words should be transliterated into their
Greek forms (e.g. Nikonion, not Nicomium). Arabic words and names should be transliterated
according to the system adopted by the IJMES. If possible, use TranslitLS font. Other non-Roman
alphabets should be transliterated according to the style sheet in the Chicago Manual of Style and
should be italicised. Latin and other foreign languages not requiring transcription should be
italicised in the typescript.
As your article will be typeset in “the Brill” please consider already writing the manuscript in this
font. It presents complete coverage of the Latin script with the full range of diacritics and linguistics
(IPA) characters used to display any language from any period correctly, and Greek and Cyrillic are
also covered. You can download it at: brill.com/page/BrillFont/brill-typeface. FYI: these guidelines
are written in the Brill font.
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Proofing
Final versions must be proofread carefully before submission. Authors are likely to be requested to
make changes to their text in accordance with the readers’ and the editors’ comments. Please use
your spelling and grammar check. Final versions that are not corrected or are written in unidiomatic
English may be returned for renewed proofreading.

Manuscript Structure
Formatting
o Manuscripts must be clearly typewritten in Times New Roman or the Brill, size pt 12, for
both text and footnotes.
o Pages must be numbered in the bottom right corner of each page.
o Use double-line spacing and wide margins throughout (text and footnotes).
o Bold typeface and underline should be avoided.
o Italics are not to be used for emphasis, but for foreign language words.
o Quotations should be set in double quotes (“ ”), and quotations within quotations in single
quotes.
o Single quotes are also used to mark ‘special’ (sic) words or expressions.
o Punctuation marks are to be placed before the closing quotation mark (i.e. “history of
science,” … not “history of science”, …).
o Quotations running to more than three lines should not be enclosed within quotations
marks, but boxed and separated from the preceding and following lines by a blank line.
o Do not justify or centre your text.
o Do not use automatic hyphenation, and do not hyphenate words at the end of a line.
o For general rules on style not touched upon here or in the guidelines for bibliographical
references below, please refer to the Chicago Manual of Style (16th ed., University of Chicago
Press, 2010, online at: chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html or the most recent edition).The
journal reserves the right to copy-edit contributions to conform to its style.

Title
The title should follow the format Title: Subtitle, with all significant words capitalised; the same
applies to all headings within the text.

Author’s Details
In the final, approved version of your text (which need not be anonymous any more), please insert
below the title a blank line, and into separate lines 1. your full name, 2. your institutional affiliation
and 3. your institutional email address. Please also add an unnumbered, asterisked footnote after
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your name, in which you provide your full institutional (postal) address.

Abstract
Articles should be preceded by a short abstract in English of not more than 10 lines, clearly defining
the thesis developed in the article and the sources quoted. Abstracts must not contain any footnotes,
reference citations or undefined abbreviations – they should function as a stand-alone piece of
writing that may be read without further explanation.

Keywords
The abstract should be followed by up to ten keywords covering the primary personae and themes of
the article, and divided by an en-dash (–). Please use lower caps in all cases other than proper names
(e.g.: medical reform – Paracelsus – folk recipes – Adam von Bodenstein – etc.)

Headings
Headings should be clearly distinguishable, with the first-order heading in bold and a second order
heading in bold italics, and indented. In case of three-level subdivision, please use numbered
sections.

Paragraphs
The first line of each paragraph (except for the first paragraph of each section or after boxed (long)
quotes) should be indented.

Acknowledgements
If you wish to provide details about funding bodies associated with your research and your article,
and for all other acknowledgements, please add a separate section titled ‘Acknowledgements’ to the
end of your article.

Footnotes
Please use footnotes, not endnotes, for both references and notes. Footnotes should be brief and
limit themselves to what is necessary to document an argument; the argument itself should be
developed in the main text. Footnotes should be numbered consecutively throughout the paper.
Please place footnote numbers exclusively at the end of sentences after punctuation (not in the
middle of sentences).

Illustrations, Diagrams, Tables and Figures
All figures and tables must be numbered and cited consecutively, with a single numerical sequence,
in the text. Please also indicate in the manuscript where they are to appear (e.g.: “As fig. 3
demonstrates…”; “…Descartes’ illustrated refraction by means of a bouncing tennis ball (see fig. 3).”).
Please submit an independent document containing all captions. Each illustration is to be
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accompanied by a caption that provides a title, information about the source for the image, and
wherever necessary, details about the reproduction rights and acknowledgements for the institution
or individual that has granted permission for the reproduction.
The text in a figure must be legible, and should not be smaller than corps 7, and the same size across
all figures in the manuscript. When necessary, crops, horizontal or vertical orientation, enlargement
of details, etc. should be indicated.

Translations and Foreign Language Quotations
If most translations of foreign-language passages in the articles are your own, please place the
following note into the first relevant footnote: “All translations are the author’s except where
otherwise noted.” The author’s own translations of foreign-languages passages should be
accompanied by a footnote providing the original text. Original quotations should always be given
for archival, unpublished, or rare sources.

Bibliographical References
Articles published in Early Science and Medicine do not carry a final bibliography. Instead, full
bibliographical references should be given for the first citation of each source, and in the following
form:
o the full names of all authors and editors should be given, and only middle names may be
abbreviated;
o please only give the place of publication, not the publishers’ names;
o please indicate the state of publication for US publishers;
o please use anglicised names for cities for which these exist (rather than the vernacular
form);
o please list multi-volume works as indicated below;
o and please use ‘eds.’ when more than one editor was involved.

Monographs
Richard Sorabji, Time, Creation and the Continuum (London, 1983).

Translations
Aristotle, On the Soul: Parva naturalia: On Breath, trans. Walter S. Hett (Cambridge, 1936).
Pliny, Natural History, trans. Harris Rackham et al., 10 vols. (London and Cambridge, MA, 1938-1962).

Entire Works Published in Edited Volumes
Albertus Magnus, Liber de natura et origine animae II. 7-8, ed. Bernhard Geyer, in Alberti Magni
Opera omnia, vol. 12 (Aschendorff, 1955), 29-32.
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Articles in Edited Volumes
Charles B. Schmitt, “The Rise of the Philosophical Textbook,” in Charles B. Schmitt and Quentin
Skinner, eds., The Cambridge History of Renaissance Philosophy (Cambridge, 1988), 792-804.
M. Alexander Stewart, “John Ray,” in Jean-Pierre Schobinger, ed., Ueberweg Grundriss der Geschichte
der Philosophie. Die Philosophie des 17. Jahrhunderts, 8 vols. (Basel, 1988-2002), 3/2: 415-424. [= part
3, vol. 2, pp. 415-424].

Articles in Journals
If there is a doi number, please insert it.
Daniel Garber, “Leibniz on Form and Matter,” Early Science and Medicine, 2 (1997), 326-352.

Second and Further References
All second and further references to the same source should be given in short form:
Sorabji, Time, 18; Stewart, “John Ray,” 419-420.
The use of ‘ibid.’ for second and further works by the same author cited consecutively, and of ‘idem’
for consecutive references to the same source, is encouraged; it is, however, advisable to replace the
short references with these terms only once your article is finished, i.e., shortly before submission, to
avoid inadvertent errors.

Publication
Refereeing and Language Editing
As mentioned above, all articles are refereed by one or preferably several referees. A typical
refereeing procedure does not take longer than three months, although exceptions to this norm are
possible. Your article may be (i) accepted; (ii) accepted pending minor changes; (iii) accepted on
condition of major revisions; or (iv) rejected. In the case of (ii) and (iii), there will be at least one
more round of rewriting required. Once a rewritten version has been accepted for publication, the
article goes to the language editor, Dr. Anke Timmermann, who may introduce further changes to
the manuscript. Once the language editor and the author have agreed on the final version, it goes to
the typographer.

Proofs
A PDF of the first page proofs of the article will be sent to the author by e-mail. Authors are asked to
check carefully for factual and typographic errors. In the event of a multi-authored contribution,
proofs are sent to the corresponding author unless otherwise requested. Authors are responsible for
checking these proofs and are strongly urged to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note
their corrections directly on the proofs. At this stage in the production process only minor
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corrections are allowed. Alterations to the original manuscript at this stage will result in
considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are not accepted unless charged to the author.
Proofs should be returned promptly.

E-Offprints
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use.
Brill is a RoMEO yellow publisher.
The author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-review) version of the article at
any time. The submitted version of an article is the author’s version that has not been peer-reviewed,
nor had any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). The author retains the
right to self-archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version after an embargo period of 24 months. The
accepted version means the version which has been accepted for publication and contains all
revisions made after peer reviewing and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the publisher’s
lay-out. The publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any repository or on anywebsite
(brill.com/page/RightsPermissions/rights-and-permissions#selfarchiving).

Consent to Publish
Transfer of Copyright
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the
publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to
sign the Consent to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript.

Open Access
This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange
for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form.
More information on Brill Open can be found on brill.com/brillopen.
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