
Gnosis: Journal of Gnostic Studies  
brill.com/gnos  

 
Instructions for Authors  

Last revised on 18 November 2021  page 1 of 5 

Scope 
 

Gnosis: Journal of Gnostic Studies (GNOS) is a peer-reviewed publication devoted to the study of Gnostic 

religious currents from the ancient world to the modern, where ‘Gnostic’ is broadly conceived as a 

reference to special direct knowledge of the divine, which either transcends or transgresses conventional 

religious knowledge. It aims to publish academic papers on: the emergence of the Gnostic, in its many 

different historical and local cultural contexts; the Gnostic strands that persisted in the middle ages; and 

modern interpretations of Gnosticism – with the goal of establishing cross-cultural and trans-historical 

conversations, together with more localized historical analyses. The corpus of Gnostic materials includes 

(but is not restricted to) testimonies from outsiders as well as insider literature such as the Nag 

Hammadi collection, the Hermetica, the Pistis Sophia, the books of Jeu, the Berlin and Tchacos codices, 

Manichaean documents, Mandaean scriptures, and contemporary Gnostic fiction/film and ‘revealed’ 

literature. The journal will publish the best of traditional historical and comparative scholarship while 

also featuring newer approaches that have received less attention in the established literature, such as 

cognitive science, cognitive linguistics, social memory, psychology, ethnography, sociology, and literary 

theory.  

 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 

 

The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 

behavior for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, editors, 

and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, which may be 

downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance. 

  

Online Submission 
 

GNOS uses online submission only. Authors should submit their manuscript online via the Editorial 

Manager (EM) online submission system at: editorialmanager.com/gnos. First-time users of EM need to 

register first. Go to the website and click on the "Register Now" link in the login menu. Enter the 

information requested. 

First-time users of EM need to register first. Go to the website and click on the "Register Now" link in the 

login menu. Enter the information requested. During registration, you can fill in your username and 

password. will receive an e-mail message containing your Username and Password. If you should forget 

your Username and Password, click on the "send login details" link in the login section, and enter your e-

mail address exactly as you entered it when you registered. Your access codes will then be e-mailed to 

you.  

 

https://brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance
http://www.editorialmanager.com/gnos
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Prior to submission, authors are encouraged to read the ‘Instructions to Authors.’ When submitting via 

the website, you will be guided stepwise through the creation and uploading of the various files. 

A revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial submission. The system automatically 

generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing purposes. All correspondence, 

including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is sent by e-mail. 

Tables, illustrations and other figures should also be uploaded as separate, high resolution source files.  

 

Double-blinded Peer Review 
The Journal uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) do not 

know who the reviewers are, and that reviewers do not know the names of the author(s). When you 

submit your article via Editorial Manager, you will be asked to submit a separate title page that includes 

the full title of the manuscript, the names and complete contact details of all authors, the abstract, 

keywords, and any acknowledgement texts. This page will not be accessible to the referees. All other files 

(manuscript, figures, tables, etc.) should not contain any information concerning author names, 

institutions, etc. The name of these files should also be anonymized. 

 

Contact Address 
For additional information or if you need help in uploading your manuscript please visit the author 

tutorial or online help links given at the right side of the log-in window. For remaining questions please 

contact: add2@rice.edu; f.l.roig.lanzillotta@rug.nl. For technical support and questions about Editorial 

Manager, authors can also contact the Brill EM Support Department at: em@brill.com.  

 

Submission Requirements 
 

Language 
Manuscripts should be submitted in English. Spelling (either British or American) should be consistent 

throughout. The author(s) should make sure that the article is written in good English. If English is not 

your native language, it is recommended to have a native speaker check the article before submission. 

All foreign words (including Latin, Greek, Coptic, and Hebrew) should include an English translation. 

Capital letters should only be used if it is a part of the language used.  

 

Transliteration and Non-Roman Scripts 
Authors should ensure that they use a Unicode friendly font such as the Brill (brill.com/about/brill-

fonts). It presents complete coverage of the Latin script with the full range of diacritics and linguistics 

(IPA) characters used to display any language from any period. If you use any non-Roman font in your 

paper please also include a pdf file of the manuscript.  

A rather complete font is the KadmosU Greek font, which is a free download.  

mailto:add2@rice.edu
mailto:f.l.roig.lanzillotta@rug.nl
mailto:em@brill.com
http://www.brill.com/about/brill-fonts
http://www.brill.com/about/brill-fonts
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Even more complete is New Athena Unicode. Please see Brill guidelines and suggestions with regard to 

the use of Greek and Hebrew scripts:  

Fonts and Unicode: home.unicode.org/;. 

Special scripts and transliteration: 

brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_latinipaunicodelist.pdf;  

Greek: brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_greek.pdf;  

Hebrew: brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_hebrew.pdf;  

Syriac: brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_syriac.pdf. 

 

Manuscript Structure 
 

Manuscripts should have a wide margin and be double spaced. The first page should have ample space at 

the top around the title. 

 

Title 
Titles should be as short as possible. A (shortened) running title should be provided. 

 

Abstract and Keywords 
Journal articles must include an abstract at the beginning of the article. The abstract consists of the aim, 

result, and conclusion of the research and is limited to some 100 words.  

Do not provide an abstract for a short note or a book review.  

Please also provide 5-6 keywords that are important in your article.  

 

Headings 
1 The First Level Heading 

 

The text. 

 

1.1 The Second Level Heading 

The text. 

 

Italics 
Italics should be used sparingly (but see below). Latin quotations should be printed in italic. 

 

Footnotes and Bibliographical References  

The Journal uses author-date citation footnotes (not endnotes) with a bibliography at the end of the 
article. The titles of books and of journals (not of papers in journals) should be given in italics. Add the 

DOI number to journal articles whenever available.  

https://home.unicode.org/
https://brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_latinipaunicodelist.pdf
https://brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_latinipaunicodelist.pdf
https://brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_greek.pdf
https://brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_greek.pdf
https://brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_hebrew.pdf
https://brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_hebrew.pdf
https://brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_syriac.pdf
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Footnote Structure 
AUTHOR DATE, PAGES. So:  

1 Williams 1971, 36-52. 

2 Robinson and Koester 1971, 23. 

 

Bibliographical References  
Journal Article 

Kaler, Michael. 2009. “Cultic Milieu, Nag Hammadi Collectors and Gnosticism.” Studies in Religion 

38:427-444. 

 

Single-Authored Book 

Wilder, Amos. 1939. Eschatology and Ethics in the Teaching of Jesus. New York: Harper & Bros. Williams, 

Michael Allen. 1985. The Immovable Race: A Gnostic Designation and the Theme of Stability in Late 

Antiquity. Nag Hammadi Studies 29. Leiden: Brill.  

 

Multiple-Authored Book 

Robinson, James, and Helmut Koester, 1971. Trajectories through Early Christianity. Philadelphia: Fortress.  

 

Translated Volume 

Egger, Wilhelm. 1996. How to Read the New Testament: An Introduction to Linguistic and Historical- 

Critical Methodology. Translated by Peter Heinegg. Peabody: Hendrickson. 

Markschies, Christoph. 2003. Gnosis: An Introduction. Translated by J. Bowden. London: T & T Clark. 

 

Edited Volume 

Kraft, Robert A., and George W.E. Nickelsburg, eds. 1986. Early Judaism and its Modern Interpreters. 

Philadelphia: Fortress Press. 

Marcovich, Miroslav, ed. 1986. Hippolytus Refutatio Omnium Haeresium. Patristische Texte und Studien 

25. Berlin and New York: de Gruyter.  

 

Article in an Edited Book 

Malina, Bruce J. and Jerome H. Neyrey. 1991. Conflict in Luke-Acts: Labelling and Deviance Theory. Pages 

97-122 in The Social World of Luke-Acts: Models for Interpretation. Edited by Jerome H. Neyrey. Peabody: 

Hendrickson Publishers.  

Smith, Morton. 1981. The History of the Term Gnostikos. Pages 796-807 in The Rediscovery of Gnosticism: 

Proceedings of the Conference at Yale March 1978. Volume 2: Sethian Gnosticism. Studies in the History of 

Religions 49. Edited by Bentley Layton. Leiden: Brill.  
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Publication 
 

Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to authors by e-mail to check carefully for 

factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these. At this stage in the 

production process only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to the original manuscript at this 

stage will result in considerable delay in publication and, therefore, are not accepted unless charged to 

the author. Proof corrections should be returned promptly.  

 

E-offprints 
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. Brill 

is a RoMEO yellow publisher. The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-review) 

version of the article at any time. The submitted version of an article is the author's version that has not 

been peer-reviewed, nor had any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). The 

Author retains the right to self-archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version without any embargo 

period. The accepted version means the version which has been accepted for publication and contains 

all revisions made after peer reviewing and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the publisher’s 

lay-out. The publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any repository or on any website 

(brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights).  

 

Consent to Publish 
 

Transfer of Copyright 
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the 

publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose the author needs to sign 

the Consent to Publish which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript. 

 

Open Access 
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option. 

This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange 

for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form. 

More information on Brill Open can be found on brill.com/brillopen.  

 

http://www.brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights
http://www.brill.com/brillopen

