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Scope  
 

The Journal of Ancient Judaism (JAJ) addresses all issues of Jewish literature, culture, religion, and history 

from the Babylonian exile until the Babylonian Talmud. As a cross-disciplinary journal it is of interest for 

all those concerned with biblical, Jewish, religious, cultural and historical studies. The journal welcomes 

submissions in any of these subject areas and disciplinary methods. Articles that reflect the journal’s 

interdisciplinary character by working across multiple fields or disciplines or by introducing new and 

innovative disciplinary approaches to the study of ancient Judaism are especially encouraged. The 

journal appears three times per year (in April, August, and December) and includes one annual theme 

issue that is usually prepared by guest editors. To propose a topic for a theme issue, please contact the 

editors. 

 

Ethical and Legal Conditions 
 

The publication of a manuscript in a peer-reviewed work is expected to follow standards of ethical 

behavior for all parties involved in the act of publishing: authors, editors, and reviewers. Authors, editors, 

and reviewers should thoroughly acquaint themselves with Brill’s publication ethics, which may be 

downloaded here: brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance. 

 

Online Submission 
 

JAJ uses online submission only. Authors should submit their manuscript via the Editorial Manager (EM) 

online submission system at: editorialmanager.com/jaj. First-time users of EM need to register first. Go 

to the website and click on the “Register Now” link in the login menu. Enter the information requested. 

Go to the website and click on the “Register Now” link in the login menu. Enter the information 

requested. During registration, you can fill in your username and password. If you should forget your 

username and password, click on the “Send Username/Password” link in the login section, and enter 

your first name, last name and e-mail address exactly as you had entered it when you registered. Your 

access codes will then be e-mailed to you. Prior to submission, authors are encouraged to read the 

“Instructions for Authors.” When submitting via the website, you will be guided stepwise through the 

creation and uploading of the various files. A revised document is uploaded the same way as the initial 

submission. The system automatically generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for 

reviewing purposes. All correspondence, including the editor’s request for revision and final decision, is 

sent by e-mail. 

 

Double-blind Peer Review  

JAJ uses a double-blind peer review system, which means that manuscript author(s) do not know who 

the reviewers are, and reviewers do not know the names of the author(s). When you submit your article 

https://brill.com/page/ethics/publication-ethics-cope-compliance
http://www.editorialmanager.com/jaj/
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via Editorial Manager, you will be asked to submit a separate title page that includes the full title of the 

manuscript, the names and complete contact details of all authors, the abstract, keywords, and any 

acknowledgement texts. This page will not be accessible to the referees. All other files (manuscript, 

figures, tables, etc.) should not contain any information concerning author names, institutions, etc. 

Citations to the author’s own work should be in the third person. For the same reason, authors are 

advised to hold off on including acknowledgments until they finalize the manuscript for publication. 

Acknowledgements will then be placed as the last note attached to the final sentence of the essay. The 

names of these files and the document properties should also be anonymized. Tables, illustrations, and 

other figures should also be uploaded as separate files. Please note that the typesetting area of the 

journal is 11.5 x 18 cm, so be sure to ensure that all tables and illustrations fit this size. Also ensure that 

the dpi for any illustration is at least 300. 
 

File Format 
Please always upload manuscripts as source files (such as .doc, .rtf, or .mellel), as well as a pdf. 

 

Contact Address 
For technical help in uploading your manuscript, please visit the author tutorial or online help links 

given at the right side of the log-in window. For questions concerning Editorial Manager, authors can 

also contact the Brill EM Support Department at: support-em@brill.com.  

For questions related to content of manuscripts, please contact the Editors: Prof. Jonathan Klawans: 

jklawans@bu.edu; and  Prof. Angela Kim Harkins: angela.harkins@bc.edu. 

 

Submission Requirements 
 

Language 
JAJ accepts submissions in English, German, and French. American English is preferred, but in any case 

spelling should be consistent throughout any submission. 

 

Fonts and Non-Roman Scripts 
Authors should ensure that they use a Unicode-friendly font such as the Brill 

(brill.com/page/BrillFont/brill-typeface). This Unicode-friendly font presents complete coverage of the 

Latin script with the full range of diacritics and linguistics (IPA) characters used to display any language 

from any period. As a general rule, authors should avoid excessive citation of passages in original 

languages. Quotations in foreign languages should also be translated into the language in which the 

article is written. All non-Roman fonts must be embedded in the word file. For more information on 

handling non-Roman scripts, please see the sections on the Brill website online on fonts, Unicode, and 

special scripts: brill.com/page/fonts/fonts-scripts-and-unicode. Hebrew texts should only be vocalized 

mailto:support-em@brill.com
mailto:jklawans@bu.edu
mailto:angela.harkins@bc.edu
https://brill.com/page/BrillFont/brill-typeface
http://www.brill.com/page/fonts/fonts-scripts-and-unicode
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where the vowels are relevant for the discussion in the article. Do not use underline in Hebrew. Instead, 

use bold or red.  

 

Fonts and Unicode: brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_latinipaunicodelist.pdf; 

Greek: brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_greek.pdf;  

Hebrew: brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_hebrew.pdf; 

brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_scholarlyhebrewtransliteration.pdf.  

 

Length 
JAJ welcomes submissions up to 15,000 words. Articles exceeding that limit should not be submitted 

without prior consultation with the editors.   

 

Manuscript Style 
 

Article submissions must follow the JAJ style, which is based on but not identical to the SBL Handbook of 

Style, 2nd ed. (SBLHS, 2nd ed.).  For cases of style neither covered by these instructions nor by the SBLHS, 

authors should consult the Chicago Manual of Style chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html.  

 

Abstract and Keywords 
Full length articles should contain a short abstract of 100–150 words in English and a list of 4 to 7 

keywords. The abstract and keywords should always be written in English, regardless of the language in 

which the article is written. 

 

Authors should follow the following guidelines for the structure of their manuscript. 

Headings 
Authors may use up to three levels of numbered headings. All are presented flush left.  

First-level headings (1) are formatted in bold and appear with two blank lines above and one below. 

Second-level headings (1.1) are formatted in bold italics and appear with one blank line above and none 

below. Third-level headings (1.1.1) are formatted in Roman and appear with one blank line above and 

none below. The main words of all headings begin with a capital letter. 

 

1 The First Level Heading 

 

The text. 

 

1.1 The Second Level Heading 

The text. 

 

https://brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_latinipaunicodelist.pdf
https://brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_greek.pdf
https://brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_hebrew.pdf
https://brill.com/fileasset/downloads_static/static_fonts_scholarlyhebrewtransliteration.pdf
https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html
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1.1.1 The Third Level Heading 

The text. 

 

Biblical, Apocryphal, and Rabbinic Works 
The JAJ follows the SBLHS, 2nd ed. pertaining to matters of italicization and abbreviation of ancient works. 

In general, works that are known by their title alone, without a named author, should appear in roman 

font. This includes all biblical books; deuterocanon/apocrypha; pseudepigrapha; Mishnah, Talmud, 

rabbinic and targumic texts; Qumran texts; Nag Hammadi works; Gnostic works; and NT apocrypha. 

Only works that are commonly referred to by both author and title should be italicized. Whenever 

possible, English titles for those works are preferred. Authors should also follow the style for abbreviating 

ancient works as they appear in the  SBLHS, 2nd ed. In the body of the manuscript, all primary sources 

should be cited parenthetically, inside the final punctuation.  

 

Examples: 

Texts in roman font: 

Exodus  Exod 19:1 

Susanna Sus 22 

Psalm 151 Ps 151:1 

1 Enoch  1 En. 6 

Genesis Apocryphon (1Q20) 1QapGen col. 5 

Mishnah Bikkurim m. Bik. 2:1 

Tosefta Hagigah t. Hag. 2:1 

Pirqe Rabbi Eliezer Pirqe R. El. 

Pseudo-Clementines  Ps.-Clem. 

 

Texts that should be italicized (English titles are preferred) 

Philo, On the Life of Moses 1, 2 Philo, Moses 1, 2 

Josephus, Jewish Antiquities  Josephus, Ant. 1.161-68  

    

Bibliography 
Footnotes  

Please note that JAJ uses short references in the footnotes with a complete bibliography at the end of the 

paper. For all secondary source references, JAJ uses only short footnotes, and not in-text citations. Please 

keep footnotes brief and do not put long quotations or lengthy discussions in the notes. In these 

footnotes, shortened citations are used at first mention. The short form should include enough 

information to remind readers of the full title or to lead them to the appropriate entry in the 

bibliography. The short form generally consists of the last name of the author and the main title of the 

work cited, usually shortened if more than four words, with reference to specific page numbers. For the 
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form of short citations see the examples in SBLHS, 2nd ed., 6.2-3: Author, “Short title of the article,” 25; 

Author, Short Title of the Book, 27. Do not use ibid. or idem. If you need to add extensive extra material, 

this can be done in an Appendix at the end of the paper, before the bibliography. 

 

Bibliography 
There should be a complete bibliography of all works cited in the notes at the end of the manuscript. The 

bibliography should be formatted according to the SBLHS, 2nd ed. Please follow the SBLHS, 2nd ed. for the 

abbreviation of journals, book series, and major reference works. The Journal of Ancient Judaism should 

be abbreviated as JAJ. Any references to online publications, including pre-published journal articles, 

should include the DOI (digital object identifier); see the SBLHS, 2nd ed., 6.1.6. If there are multiple works 

by the same author, give the oldest one first. Do not give multiple cities for book publishers, give only the 

main location. Repeat the authors’ surnames, do not use a dash. Omit “Press” when identifying the 

publisher.  

References to bibliographical items written in Hebrew should use the non-Hebrew language title that 

appears in the book or journal. If such a non-Hebrew language title is not provided, transliterate the title. 

At the end of the reference please indicate the original language in square brackets: [Hebrew].  
 

Pagination 
Use an en-dash to indicate pagination: 1–5. Please give the abbreviated form of pagination when given in 

both notes and bibliography: 25–28, 71–163, but 549–50, 162–63. 

 

Book 

Author, Arthur. The Title of the Book. Name of Series 8. City: Publisher, 2023.  

 

Edited Book 

Author, Arthur A., ed. The Title of the Edited Book. Name of Series 8. Boston, MA: Brill, 2023.  

Author, Arthur A. and Beatrix C. Editor, eds. The Title of the Edited Book. Name of Series 8. Leiden: Brill, 

2023.  

 
Chapter in Edited Volume 

Author, Beatrix A. “The Title of the Article.” Pages 33–93 in The Title of the Edited Book. Edited by Edith 

Editor and Richard Editor. Series of the Book 5. Berlin: De Gruyter, 2023. 

 
Multi-Volume Work (as a Whole) 

Author, Arthur, ed. The Title of the Multi-Volume Series. 10 vols. Leiden: Brill, 1999–.  

 
Journal Article 

Author, Beatrix A. “The Title of the Article.”  Journal Title 12 (2023): 401–49.  
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Pre–published Journal Article 

Author, Bernard B. “The Title of the Article.”  Journal Title 13 (2023): 451–70. DOI…. 

 

Forthcoming Work 

Author, Beatrix A. “The Title of the Article.”  Journal Title (forthcoming 2023).  

 

Dissertation or Thesis 

Author, Arthur. “The Title of the Dissertation.” Ph.D. Dissertation, University, 2023.  

 

Work in Hebrew  

Author, Arthur. The Title of the Book. Name of Series 8. Jerusalem: Bialik Institute, 1957 [Hebrew]. 

 

Translated Work 

Author, Arthur. The Title of the Book, trans. Aaron Translation. Name of Series 8. Jerusalem: Bialik 

Institute, 2023 [Hebrew]. 

 

Figures 

Figures refer to graphs, charts, drawings, and pictures. All figures must be cited in the text. The author is 

responsible for obtaining any permissions needed in order to use a figure or table. Any figures must be 

uploaded as separate figure files. These files must be uploaded as source files (.jpeg, or .tif), and not .pdfs. 

If there are figures in color, there must also be a black and white file for each figure. The size of the figure 

must be appropriate for the journal, which is 11.5 x 18 cm. The quality of the figure must be suitable for 

printing—the resolution should be a minimum of 300 dpi (minimum 600 dpi for line art). The image 

itself must be sharp, and any text in the figure should be legible (at least corps 7 or larger). Please also 

provide a separate list of figure captions. 

It is the author’s responsibility to secure permissions for the reproduction of any figures; please see point 

6 of the Ethical and Legal Conditions above.  

 

Tables  

Please remove any hairlines from tables. Keep any formatting to a minimum, and the size to 11.5 x 18 cm. 

 

Block Quotations 
Quotations of three lines and longer can be formatted as block quotations. Indent on the left side, but 
not on the right. Do not use quotation marks, unless there are quotations within the quotation. 

Quotations should be the same size font as the rest of the text. Cite the quote by using a footnote 

number, or directly under the quotation, without putting the source into parentheses. 
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Publication 

 

Proofs 
Upon acceptance, a PDF of the article proofs will be sent to authors by e-mail to check carefully for 

factual and typographic errors. Authors are responsible for checking these proofs and are strongly urged 

to make use of the Comment & Markup toolbar to note their corrections directly on the pdf. At this stage 

in the production process, only minor corrections are allowed. Alterations to the original manuscript at 

this stage will result in considerable delay in publication. and therefore, those in excess of 10% of the 

original composition cost will be charged to authors. Proofs should be returned within one week of 

receipt. 

 

E-offprints 
A PDF file of the article will be supplied free of charge by the publisher to authors for personal use. Brill 

is a RoMEO yellow publisher. The Author retains the right to self-archive the submitted (pre-peer-

review) version of the article at any time. The submitted version of an article is the author's version that 

has not been peer-reviewed, nor had any value added to it by Brill (such as formatting or copy editing). 

The Author retains the right to self-archive the accepted (peer-reviewed) version without any embargo 

period. The accepted version means the version which has been accepted for publication and contains 

all revisions made after peer reviewing and copy editing, but has not yet been typeset in the publisher’s 

lay-out. The publisher’s lay-out must not be used in any repository or on any website 

(brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights).  

 

License to Publish 
 

Transfer of Copyright 
By submitting a manuscript, the author agrees that the copyright for the article is transferred to the 

publisher if and when the article is accepted for publication. For that purpose, the author needs to sign 

the License to Publish, which will be sent with the first proofs of the manuscript. 

 

Open Access 
Should the author wish to publish the article in Open Access he/she can choose the Brill Open option. 

This allows for non-exclusive Open Access publication under a Creative Commons license in exchange 

for an Article Publication Charge (APC), upon signing a special Brill Open Consent to Publish Form. 

More information on Brill Open, can be found on brill.com/brillopen. 

http://www.brill.com/resources/authors/publishing-books-brill/self-archiving-rights
http://www.brill.com/brillopen

